Rib Lake Historical Society Newspaper Notes
Updated to October 27, 2011
The purpose of this document is to help RP Rusch to get organized; specifically, to record information in newspapers other than the Rib Lake Herald pertaining to Rib Lake.  The initial emphasis will be on older newspapers, such as the Taylor County News and Star News.
This document will utilize a template having four columns.  Column 1 will identify the newspaper.  Column 2 will indicate the date of publication.  Column 3 will provide the text, i.e., either a quote or summary of the article.  Column 4 contains comments that RPR may wish to make, for example, cross references to other documents.
This document is begun on September 28, 2011, under the skilled scrutiny of Cindy A. Sommer, and will be on Bob’s new laptop computer 6.
ABBREVIATIONS:  	Taylor County News = TCN
			Taylor County Star News = S/N

	Paper
	Date
	Text
	Comments

	TCN
	3/15/1879
	“L. M. Marshall at Chelsea stopped  logging last week  for  the  season:  all  told  he  has  hauled  to  the  mill about 3,000,000 ft. of  splendid logs 1,300,000  ft. he  has  manufactured.  The mill will be kept   running until July.”
	RPR starts this phrase of the project at 7:30 am  10/24/2010.  The mill man referred to is Linus M.   Marshall; documents in the photo and   document collection refer to him.

	Di
	Di
	“Duncan &  Taylor of  Westboro have  cut  the  last  winter a  little  over  3,000,000 ft. of  good  logs and  have  manufactured about a  third of  that.  Their  mill  will  saw  about  all  they  have  on  hand by  the  first  of  June if  they  run  to  its  capacity.”
	Their  former  partner, James  Ritchie,  has  gone  bankrupt and  is  no  longer an  owner of  this   mill.

	Di
	3/8/1879
	The Wis. Central  pay-car has  been  up  and  distributed the  needful among  the   boys.  The  last   pay was  for  November  [1878], leaving  the company  still three months  in  arrears with  its  employees.  
	The Wisconsin Central Railroad operated for long periods of time while in bankruptcy.

	Di
	3/1/1879
	John Worthington came down from Chelsea last Tues with two lynx and several other skins. John  is  the  boss lynx  hunter
	

	Di
	Di 
	The iron and  castings to  be  used on  the  dam being  built by  Sawyer &  Austin at  T 31, 1 W arrived  this  week.
	This  refers  to  the   long  standing log  driving   dam on  the  Black  River

	Di
	Di
	[bookmark: _GoBack]A.J. Perkins, wholesale and retail dealer in FLOUR & FEED!  Medford, Wis.  Keeps constantly on  hand the celebrated Weyauwega Flour, manufactured by Weed Gunnar & Co.  Special prices given to wholesale dealers.
	Albert J.  Perkins   would  turn  out  to  be   one  of  JJK’s longtime friends and supporters

	Di
	2/15/1879
	G. W. Norton, of Chelsea, has delivered about 1800 telegraph poles to   Whittlesey station for D. O.  Miltimore of   Dorchester
	The early Wisconsin Central   maps show the location named Charlestown.  Ezra  Whittlesey  had  acquired  from   the  Wisconsin  legislature —in  which  he  served , approval  to  dam  the   Black   River there; his  activities lead to  naming   the  station and  eventual  community  after   him.

	Di 
	Di
	CHELSEA HOUSE Chelsea, Wis.  C. H. Gearhart, Prop.  I respectfully solicit the patronage of the traveling public.
	This was a   long running ad.

	Di
	3/8/1879
	Messrs.’ C. C. Palmer, of  Taylor  County, Everett of  Chippewa, and Kline of   Lincoln, are t the  commissioners  of the  State  Road running  from the  Village  of  Jenny [Merrill] in  Lincoln County, via  Westboro, to  a  point in  Chippewa  County.  They  have  caused  a   survey  of  that  portion   of  the   road  running  through  this  county and  Chippewa  to  be  made….The  completion  of  this  road   will open  up one  of  the  finest  agricultural sections  in  this  county.  The  road  in  passing through Taylor  County strikes  Town 33 in  ranges  1, 2, and  3  east, also  Town 32 in Range  3 east.
	This may be  what  John  H. Dums Sr. described  and  mapped  as  the  Wausau  Road; see  the   1981 Pictorial  History  of  Rib  Lake at page  104.

	Di 
	2/1/1879
	Cone and Palmer have a  crew of  men at  work  clearing  and  breaking   ground  for  their  mill at  Westboro.
	The Duncan, Taylor and Ritchie were the   first   sawmill at Westboro.  Cone  and  Palmer’s was  the  second; in  1902 it  became  the  Westboro Lumber  Co.  The same edition reported that C. C. Palmer’s hotel at Westboro burned.     

	Di
	1/18/1879
	John Duncan, of the  firm  of  Duncan  &  Taylor,   his  corps of  assistants, Thomas  and  William,  his  sons, Mr. Jacobs, his  gentlemanly   book   keeper  for  the  firm,  are up   to  their  eyes  and  ears in business.  With  several  camps  in  full blast,  the  largest and best  mill on  the  line  running  daily, a  large  and  complete   stock of   groceries to  dispose  of, makes  business  very  lively  around   the  village  of  Westboro.  Mr.   Eli Urquhart is conducting the logging operations for this firm.
	Note  the  claim  that Westboro  had  the  largest  sawmill on  the  W/C line

	Di
	Di
	Messrs.’ Palmer and  Cone   have  commenced clearing ground, and  are  preparing  to   build  a  dam at  what  is  known as  “high  banks” on  Silver  Creek near  Westboro in a  short  time.  A  mill  pond as  large if  not  larger  than Duncan &  Taylor will  afford  this  firm ample  storage   room for  storage of  logs.  The  machinery  has  been   purchased  and  will be  on  the  ground  this  month., and  the  mill  will be  in  running  order by  the   middle of  this  February.  ….Westboro is  rapidly  becoming  the best  point  on  the  line for  the  manufacture of   lumber  and  shingles.  A splendid stream and immense body’s (sic) of timber are tributary to Westboro. Messrs.’ Palmer and Cone deserve success for the energy and pluck displayed in   this undertaking during the prevailing hard times.
	

	Di
	12/21/1878
	Mr. William   Miller, of the   firm of   Miller and Co., at Westboro,    in town lately.
	I  surmise Miller  was  a  pine  logger driving  white  pine  down  the  Chippewa  river  and  its  tributaries  such as   Silver  Creek.  He  may   have  given  his  name  to  the  large dam  and  flowage  on the  Yellow  
River  near  Hannibal;  the  original logging  dam  was  replaced   by a new  dam  about  1965 and   created a  popular  flowage  in  the  Chequamegon  National  Forest.

	Di
	12/14/1878
	S. D. Cone of Westboro lost a child last Tuesday by the   dread disease, diphtheria…
	

	Di
	11/23/1878
	K. A. Ostergan of Ogema was in town Wednesday.   Mr. Ostegan (sic) purchases largely, at this place, the necessary supplies, needed in and about the “Spirit River Colony.”  33 votes were polled at that precinct at the last election.  Taylor  County should make an  effort  to  procure  towns 34 and  35 Range 1,2,3, 4 West and 1,2 and 3 east.  It  would  be  of  vast  benefit to  the  settlers and also to  Taylor  County.
	He gave  his  name to Ostergan’s Kula, Ostergren’s Hill, the  original name for Timm’s Hill

	Di
	Di
	WISCONSIN CENTRAL TIME TABLE: Trains going north, passenger 2:02 pm, freight 11:54 pm.     Trains  going  north, passenger 2:02 pm, freight 7:40 am
	This passenger  service  was   between  Chicago  and  Ashland,  except on  Tuesday,  Thursday and  Saturday, when  the   passenger  train  did  not  go  north  of  Butternut.

	Di
	9/21/1878
	“Lewis Brown, James Shannon, Hans Anderson and Rufus Bishop, went on an excursion to “Rib Lakes” Tuesday last.  Friday  they  returned home loaded  down  with  fish, for a  right  good  time  these lakes offer the  very  best  fishing, hunting, etc. to be  found in   Taylor  county.  We are under many obligations for a beautiful pickerel. Go again, gentlemen.”
	Note the use of the   plural.  Was  the  writer  referring  to  the   cluster  of  lakes near  the  head waters of  the Rib  River?

	Di
	8/31/1878
	David McCartney has cut and put into the Black River 2,300,000 feet of logs from Sec 16, T 31, 1 east.  This work was done with six teams and 22 men since the 20th of May.
	I have no explanation for this   highly unusual logging occurring in summer.

	Di
	8/10/1878
	The Central railway is doing heavy freight business this summer.  Last Tuesday morning the freight bound south consisted of 26 cars, loaded with lumber, shingles and railroad ties.   The train Friday morning was almost as large.
	Note that trains consisting of 26 cars were considered big.

	Di
	Di
	COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS:  T. B. McCourt, Chairman,  Medford, H [Henry] C. Shearer, Chelsea, Vincent Hirsch, Little  
Black and Eli Urquhart, Westboro.
	At that time Taylor County had 4 townships.  At the same time T. B. McCourt ran a general store in Medford and was the proprietor of the newspaper, the Taylor County News.

	
	
	“A grand fishing  excursion is organizing to  proceed to Spirit Lakes, situated a few miles  east of Westboro. Parties from Rockford, Ill. Pronounce it the finest fishing in northern Wisconsin. Black bass, Muskallonge (sic) Pickeral (sic), etc. are abundant.”
	Is this the  first mention of  
Spirit Lake in Medford newspapers?

	Di
	7/27/1878
	A fire at Ogema last Monday morning destroyed the shingle and sawmill of B. M Holmes.   LOSS $6,000, INSURANCE $3,000.  Two homesteaders on their way home went into the mill to rest for the night; they built a fire in an   old stove which had not been used since last spring.  The result was that the pipe leading through the upper part of the mill set the mill on fire instantly.  We understand Mr. Holmes will rebuild immediately. The size of the new mill is to be 40 x 100 with boi9ler and engine room of brick.
	

	Di
	Di
	The  past week will long  be  remembered as  the  hottest  on  record in  this  section of  the  State.  The thermometer averaged from July 18 to 17th 84 degrees in the shade…
	

	Di
	6/22/1878
	The broad and smiling face of Joseph Harper of Butternut Lake was seen on   our streets…..  Joe is a mighty hunter and looks as if killing moose, elk bear and deer agreed with   him better than bossing a logging camp for Duncan and Taylor.
	Did Joseph Harper give his name to the Harper Lakes?  He could have  easily  worked  there since  Duncan and  Taylor  routinely  drove their  white  pine down Silver Creek from North Harper to the  Duncan and  Taylor sawmill at  Westboro.

	Di
	di
	WESTBORO TOWN OFFICERS: Eli [Elias]  Urquhart  chairman, Nelson Salvo  [station agent] and P.C. McCormick, supervisors; John Jacobs, treasurer; J. B. Ames, town clerk; Assessors: A. S. Russel &  Robert McDonald Justices of the Peace: Alvin Pierce 2 years, Claude Feagels 1 year, A. Busha 2 years; constable M Mullen
	

	Di
	6/8/1878
	Last Monday, a special train containing the railroad officials and the Boston directors, passed up the tine….  The Bostonites expressed  themselves well  pleased with  the  condition of the  road and  surprised at the  rapid  growth of  the  towns along the  line.
	The board of directors of the Wisconsin Central Railroad corporation was dominated by residents of Boston, Mass.  As the  railroad was  built northward in 1873 the names of  cities near Boston were given to the new stations; this  explains Marshfield, Dorchester,, Medford, etc.

	Di
	5/18/1878
	The railroad company [Wisconsin Central], through their agent; Mr. K.  A. Ostergren is   circulating pamphlets descriptive of the soil, climate and other natural advantages, of the section of the country through which the road passes. The company is sparing no effort to settle up the country, and is succeeding admirably.
	See my later comments regarding Ostergren’s Kulla and the newspaper report of the Spirit River Colony.

	Di
	5/4/1878
	Duncan and Taylor have a tram road at Westboro on which they put 20,000 feet of logs on one day; they challenge the state to beat it.
	This short “tram road” lead south from their mill; it used logs for rails.  The tram cars had concave wheels that fit over the curve of the log rails.  A horse pulled the car.

	Di
	Di
	Geo.W. Adams has sold his interest in the News to T.B. McCourt and J.H.Wheelock…
	

	Di
	4/20/1878
	[ADVERTISEMENT]  DUNCAN & TAYLOR  Manufacturers of    Dealers in Lumber, Shingles, Lath;  Also dealers in Dry goods, groceries, provisions, hats, caps, boots &  shoe, crockery, glassware and a  complete assortment of General Merchand’s (sic) constantly on hand. Westboro, Wis.
	This was a regular, weekly ad.

	Di
	di
	The dam which Mr. McCartney has been building on the Black River, section 24, Town 32 is a great improvement. Heretofore it took a flood to drive logs through the meadows, and as there was no dam right at the head of the meadows, it was a hard matter to raise a flood. Now, with a dam right at the head of the meadows, a flood can be raised in one day that will drive500,000 feet of logs to the next dam with very little trouble.
	The Black River was  extensively used  to drive  logs not only to Medford but to cities far down stream; logs from my great grandparents’  [August & Pauline Steiner] farm at  
Whittlesey were floated to a sawmill at Clinton, Iowa.

	Di
	3/30/1878
	Albert J Perkins has a corner on stump pulling, 50 stumps a day is the average; his clearing is beginning to   look like a lawn.
	

	`di
	12/15/1877
	Dennis Needham has already put into the river 200,000 feet of logs.  Taking the weather and sleighing into consideration, we call it “good doings.”
	I wonder if he gave his name to Needham, the original name for Ogema.

	Di
	Di
	A. J. Perkins, of this place, can feel proud of his endorsement, for the appointment to the timber agency for this district.  The Governor could not make a more satisfactory appointment. Mr. Perkins is a practical woodsman—a staunch Republican, and a good businessman.  With these qualifications we consider him just the man for the place.
	

	Di
	11/3/1877
	TAYLOR COUNTY NEWS:  John A.  Ogden and H. K. Pitcher, editors and proprietors
	

	Di
	10/6/1877
	[advertisement] WISCONSIN RAILROAD LANDS 40,000 ACRES FOR SALE.  Excellent farming lands: good water, sure crops, healthy climate, plenty of work, no malicious diseases, no grasshoppers, and no prairie winds.    Before settling elsewhere, write for maps and pamphlets to Charles L  Colby, land commissioner, Wisconsin  Central R.R. Co, Milwaukee, Wis.
	The same edition carried an ad from the B 7 M [Burlington & Missouri?] railroad for its lands; “mild & short winters.”

	Di
	9/29/1877
	“The troupe show at Charlestown switch this evening.”
	This tidbit appeared in the local news section.  It demonstrate that the original name of Charlestown prevailed in usage at  this  time  rather than Whittlesey,

	Di
	Di
	Messrs. [Linus] Marshall and] Abrams] Taylor, proprietors of the Chelsea sawmill, will commence operations next Wednesday.  Their operations this winter will be limited to two camps, and the banking of about 4,000,000 feet of logs. Their mill will remain idle until the first of February.
	Nota bene; The on-line “photo and document collection’ at www.riblakehistory.com as of 10/25/2011 contains 5,510 images; the lease and map for this sawmill can, for example, be found there.

	Di
	8/11/1878
	“Shut Down.  Owing to the low state of water in the Black River, Mr. McCartney was unable to keep his mill supplied with logs, and it was consequently shut down Wednesday. It will remain idle until a sufficient “rise” occurs to render the river at a good running   rate.  The mill furnishes employment for a large number of our homesteaders, and   they are thus thrown out of work.
	The same edition of the News reports:  During the month of July [1878], 1,644,945 lbs. of freight—mostly lumber, shingles and tanbark—was shipped from this station; the total freight charges upon the same... [Amounted] to the snug little sum of $2,376.90. Is there another town north of [Stevens] Point that can equal this?

	Di
	8/ 18/1878
	Taylor County.     …..This  county  was an unbroken wilderness until the fall of  1874, at which date the Wisconsin  Central Railroad was built  through  the county; the following  spring  the erection of a  mill was commence at Medford on the Black River by James Semple and others  from Oshkosh, which was  completed  the next summer. It has manufactured every year since six to ten million feet of lumber. A flourishing town has sprung up at Medford of between 600-700 inhabitants.  

Saw mills have since been erected at Westboro, Chelsea, Little Black and Stetsonville.   Town’s of100-200 inhabitants have grown up at these locations.    

The county contains a population at the present day of over 3,000.  The inhabitants are a great many homesteaders who have taken up farms on government land.  Clearings from 10 to 40 acres in extant are plentifully distributed within 5 to 6 miles of the railroad….         

This writer during a twenty year residence in wheat growing areas of Wisconsin has seen the finest crops of winter wheat in Taylor County. All small kinds of small grains look equally well. Hay does extremely well in this county; clearings seeded in spring produce 1 to 2 tons per acre the first year. As a grass country, it is fully equal to the best portions of the State of New York. The water is soft and the climate healthy in the extreme.          

It is estimated that there is 350,000,000 feet of pine in this county.  It is scattered about equally, being mixed through the hard wood throughout the county.          

The choicest of government lands are still available for the homesteader. The Wisconsin Central Railroad owns every alternate section of land within twenty miles of the Railroad, and is selling the same to settlers at very low rates, on time, if desired. There is also a tract of 20,000 acres of land in Town 31 Range 2 and 3 easts, embracing some of the finest agricultural lands in the county owned by New York parties [Cornell University Pine Lands]. The same can be purchased in tracts suitable for farms, on time and at very low rates, by actual settlers.          

There are also vast quantities of hemlock in the county. The bark of which always finds ready markets at remunerative prices; hard wood suitable for cabinet’s purposes is also plentiful.           

In this immediate vicinity are to be found the center of operations of many of the heaviest lumbering institutions in the state: consuming vast quantities of hay, and all the productions of this county?   

When  it is taken into consideration that the county north of this county is an unbroken wilderness, and the supplies of this vast  lumbering country, comprising Chippewa, Flambeau and upper Wisconsin rivers have  all to be shipped in, it will be readily be seen that a ready  market will always be found for everything that can be raised.          Work for those desiring it can always be obtained at good wages. Roads, school houses and other necessaries are fast being constructed.  School houses have already been erected in which schools [sic) are being taught, in several districts of the county.           

I would say to people that desire farms, and that expect to cultivate for a living, that there is no county in the United States [that] offers better inducements than Taylor county. The hardships incident to pioneer life are almost entirely obviated here, as we have a railroad running through the county, and if settlers do not raise the necessaries of life, work is always to be obtained.  We do not claim that Taylor county is a paradise, but do claim that good honest labor is better paid here than in almost any county into which emigration is now settling.                    

To those that are willing to work for good pay, we extend the right hand of fellowship; we have a place for you.  But to those that expect to get a living without work, I would say right here that we have no place for you.  /s/ “One who has tried it.”
	This may be the first written history of Taylor County.  It continues beyond the portion quoted here.  No author is identified other than “Correspondence of the Real Estate Journal.” & “One who has tried it.”          

	Di
	Di
	HOMESTEAD LAWS IN BRIEF.             

Under the United States Homestead Law any person at least twenty-one or older, male or female, native or  foreign born, may obtain 160 acres of Government land on payment of $18 in fees and after a residence of  5 years on the land; they [sic]  can have a clear deed  for it from  the Government.     

After 6 months residence, if it be preferred, they may get a deed on payment of $200.0, and no further residence will be required. Soldiers may deduct time spent in the service of the Union not to exceed four years from the five years.   

By the Preemption Act a person over 21 years-except a married woman—may take 160 acres of Government land upon payment of  $2,00 fees and residing on it  six months, for  any  time not exceeding three years and one half, may get a deed on payment of $200.00 and giving evidence of settlement and improvement.                                                

The Timber Law gives 169 acres to anyone planting one-fourth of it in trees and cultivating it for 8 years; 40 to 80 acres may be taken on like conditions.  The fees are the same for homesteading.                                                                             

An Act of Congress approved March 8, 1877 over-ruled a method of making the final proof in homestead entries, dispensing with the necessities that  the party attend at the district land office, as required  in official regulations…May 16, 1876. The party desiring to avail himself thereof must appear with his witnesses before the judge of a court of record…in which the land is situated, and there make the final proof required by law…together with the fees allowed by law. 

The judge being absent in any case, the proof may be made before the Clerk of the proper court.  

A party desiring to change his claim under a preemption filing to that of a homestead entry, should be required on making the change to appear at the proper land office, with his witnesses, show full compliance with the preemption law to date of such change…”
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