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Abbreviations:
RL = Rib Lake
RLH = Rib Lake History
RLHe = Rib Lake Herald
RLLC = Rib Lake Lumber Company

I am starting this assignment on November 7, 2007. The editions of the Rib Lake Herald prior to Dec. 26,
1902, are not in the Rib Lake Library. I am starting with the first edition within the Rib Lake Library.

Welcome History Buffs!
1. Consult the Rib Lake Public Library to access the annotated chronology on CDs.
2. By use of this CD you may search under any topic, name, date, etc. that you wish.
3. The Rib Lake Herald did not underline. Underlining shown here was made by R.P. Rusch
4. To correct, comment or contribute information, please contact R.P. Rusch at the address & number shown
above.

Date- Printed
1902

Topic

Quote

1/3/1902

Rib Lake Herald

1/3/1902

RLLC - Railroad

1/03/1902 (cont)

RLLC - Railroad
(cont)

1/3/1902

Fire

"With this issue The Herald starts out on its fifth year. We take pleasure in placing before our readers a 5
column quorto in place of the 5 column quorto. This edition was ready to go on the press Thursday night and
would have been in the mail the following morning but for the fact that our regular supply of paper was
mislaid somewhere on the train and we were obligated to telephone for a new supply. We wish to thank our
friends for their liberal patronage, advice and assistance in the past, and hope to merit the same during 1902
and afterwards."
"Logging by rail! No more in theory about our success. ¶ HAULING LOGS WITH TEAMS WILL SOON
BE A THING OF THE PAST AS FAR AS RIB LAKE IS CONCERNED. ¶ Much has been said - less written
- about the possibilities and impossibilities of logging by rail, and Rib Lake was once before the scene of an
attempt of this kind, but it was not until the present year, made a succes. ¶ By hard figuring, hard work and
careful attention to details, the W.A. Osburn Lumber Company has in successful operation 12 miles of logging
railroad. The vast undertaking was brought to a terminus in the brief time of 8 months. Surveys were made,
right-of-way purchased, bridges built, excavations made, ties and steel laid and the track made passable. At
times things seemed to go all wrong, and at those times the false prophets lurked around and with an "I told
you" pointed out that the undertaking was a failure. Now they see! It was Mr. J.J. Kennedy's ambition the
past 5 years to build a good, substantial logging railroad, and at last this was realized. ¶ The company has 2
logging locomotives, 40 cars, a caboose and a steam loader. At the present time 3 trains, consisting of 8 cars
each, are hauled to the mill daily. This will be increased to 5 trains per day in the future. An average of 5,000
feet to the car is being loaded. The logs are rolled from the landing into the lake, and from there they go
directly to the sawmill. ¶ There is no attempt whatever to haul logs with teams for branches are built right to
the stump. The sawmill is one of the best between Stanley and Ashland, on the Wisconsin Central. The
capacity will be increased from 125,000 to 200,000 feet per day. The planing mill is doing wonders since the
new engine was installed and the new battery boilers fired up. On the whole, it must be admitted that the plant
of the W.A. Osburn Lumber Company is a great support to Rib Lake and its people, and we should take
pleasure in showing it to our visitors."
"At 1:45 a.m. today (Friday) [Jan. 3, 1902] fire was discovered in the Buxton & Company Drug Store and the
sawmill whistle sounded the alarm. At that time the fire was coming through the roof and spreading rapidly.
People rushed to the scene and helped to save things, but it was amost too late to do anything but confine the
flames to the burning property. ¶ The flames consumed the drugstore and stock, Dr. O.E. Werner's office,
fixtures, books and instruments, his dwelling and everything in it, except the piano, his stable and feed supply,
wood shed, the building formerly occupied by the drugstore and adjoining it, and a large portion of the stock
of the Rib Lake Mercantile Company, which was in there since their store burned out. ¶ Dr. Werner estimates
his loss at $5,000, with an insurance of $3,000. The Rib Lake Mercantile Company settled with the insurance
company and started to do business Monday. Their loss in this fire is heavy as they carried no insurance. ¶
The building occupied by Mrs. Mark Clark's Restaurant and owned by F.J.
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RPR Comments
The first edition of the Rib Lake Herald was published in
1895. As of Nov. 8, 2007, the editions between 1895 and
January 3, 1902, are lost.

On November 13, 1901, the J.J. Kennedy Lumber Company,
Inc. was sold to the W.A. Osburn Lumber Company. On May
6, 1902, the W.A. Osburn Lumber Company changed its name
to the Rib Lake Lumber Company. J.J. Kennedy did serve on
the Board of Directors on 5/9/1902. On 9/16/1904 the Board
selected J.J. as the Walking Boss - the superintendent in
charge of all logging.

1/3/1902 (cont)
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1/3/1902 (cont)
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Fire (cont)

Hintz, was saved by hard fire fighting. The occupants moved out. ¶ Mrs. O.E. Werner says she was awakened
by the baby's coughing, caused by strong smoke in the room, and awakening the doctor she grabbed the child
and went out through the read door. The doctor's office was then on fire, but he rushed in and saved some
books. ¶ The first person at the fire was Fred Bredy, the baker. There was danger at one time that Marcus'
store would burn. The goods of the Rib Lake Mercantile Company were moved to the Commercial house. ¶
Dr. Werner will occupy the cottage on Landall Ave as soon as J.P. Seibel moves out. At present he is at the
Rib Lake hospital. He informs us that he will erect a brick building on the burnt site next spring. ¶ It is
supposed that the fire started from the stove in the doctor's office. They had company until after 11 o'clock
Thursday evening, but just before going to bed there were no signs of fire anywhere. ¶ It was fortunate that
the western wind was favorable and the mill and tannery hose available."
Railroads
"BUSINESS OF RAILROADS. Traffic receipts enormous, and many miles of new track laid. ¶ Keeping
pace with the general prosperity of the country, railroad building in the United States during the year 1901 has
exceeded that of any previous year since 1890, when 5,670 miles of new lines were completed, and the record
for that year might have been surpassed had the steel mills been able to furnish the necessary cars. ¶ The
records of the Railway Age for 1901 showed that with the returns thus far received not less than 5,057 of track
have been laid on 322 lines in 43 states and territories. ¶ With the exception of Pennsylvania, there has been
little building in the eastern and New England States, but there has been much important work in all other
sections of the country, and the greatest activity being shown in the southwest. The construction west of the
Mississippi River has amount to 3,187 miles, and the states east of the Mississippi and south of the Ohio have
added 891 miles, making a total of 4,078 miles built in the states south of the Ohio and west of the Mississippi.
¶ Official reports of the Interstate Commerce Commission for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1901,
Railroads (cont) show gross earnings of all the steam railroads in the United States were $1,578,164,202, or an average of
$8,211 per mile. The previous year the gross earnings were $1,487,044,814. The net earnings the past fiscal
year were $553,007,924, or $35,577,213 more than in the previous fiscal year. The amount of dividends to
stock holders last year was $121,108,637, which is $13 millon more than the dividend payments of the
previous year."
Oscar Lange
"Oscar Lange will close, lease or sell his barber shop on McComb Avenue and go to Marshfield to engage in Could this be a relative to Mrs. Herrmann Emanuel Rusch, nee
the barber business."
Ida Lange?
Newspapers
"Medford Democrat - Reverend Stark, of Rib Lake, was in the city last evening and this morning."
Apparently Medford had a paper at the time titled "Medford
Democrat"
Arthur W. Pollatz "Mr. Arthur W. Pollatz and Ms. Alice Kennedy were united in marriage Christmas evening at the home of Mr. Herrmann Emanuel Rusch's sister was Hedwig Nathalie
and Mrs. J.C. Patterson, Reverend Jas. H. McManus officiating. The ceremony was performed in the presence Rusch, who married Frank Pollatz and moved to Eau Claire,
of a large number of invited guests. The wedding supper was served and was followed by music and dancing. WI. Arthur W. Pollatz was her son.
The newly married couple have many friends here who extended congratulations to them. They have started
housekeeping in the rooms on the second story of Ehlert's house."
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Railroads
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famiy
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Hintz

1/10/1902

Osburn Lumber
Company

1/10/1902

Gebauer

"Advertisement: George Braun. Real Estate Loans and Investments Local Agent for W.C.R.R. lands. Office
on McComb Ave., Rib Lake."
"Mr. and Mrs. A.J. Allard arrived from New York state Tuesday to make their home in Rib Lake. Mr. Allard
is a brother of Mrs. Angus Kennedy and has been here before. We hope they will find this a pleasant place to
live in."
"Advertisement: F.J. Hintz and Company. Rough and dreft hemlock. Manufacturers of lumber, ties and
shingles. Dealers in general merchandise, fancy and staple groceries, flour and feed, ladies and gents
furnished goods, all goods promptly delivered in any part of town."
"Few accidents. Speaking of accidents, the W.A. Osburn Lumber Company and the U.S. Leather Company
have been very lucky the past year. There were no fatalities and very few minor accidents. The last accident
worthy of notice on the premises of the lumber company was when Norman Clark lost an arm in the planing
mill, and of the leather company when Louis Falk broke his leg while loading bark. Considering the number
of men that these two companies employ, this is a remarkable record."
"Greenwood. From our special correspondents: On the Whittlesey trail. Gebauer's had a surprise party a few
days ago. ¶ Rumor says Selma Gebauer will wed in February. We have not yet learned the groom's name."

F.J. Hintz was the founder of the sawmill at Hintztown
southwest of Rib Lake. He also owned a store in the village of
Rib Lake.
The U.S. Leather Co. owned the tannery.

1/10/1902

Fire

"For fire protection. Last Friday evening a meeting of businessmen was held in the W.A. Osburn Lumber
Company's office. A committee of 5, Dr. O.E. Werner, A. Bonneville, George Braun, H.A. McDonald, F.J.
Hintz, were appointed to meet the town board Saturday to see what could be done in way of fire protection.
They met Saturday evening and the following petition was filed with the town clerk as a result: "Rib Lake,
Wisconsin, January 7, 1902. To the honorable town board of the Town of Rib Lake, Wisconsin: ¶ We the
undersigned electors and taxpayers of said town, respectfully petition our honorable body to call a special
election for the purpose of raising $2,000 to procure 1,000 feet of hose, hose cart and everything necessary for
same, also one lot with buildings thereon. ¶ [signed] George Braun, H.E. Lemon, Fred Bredy [the baker], P.E.
Marcus [store owner], E. Gilberton [shoe store owner], George Taylor [hardware store owner], and Ed
Gomall. A.J. Beranek, George Kelnhofer [partner in Kelnhofer Bros. clothing, meat and food store], F.J.
Hintz, H.L. Adams [owner of Adams Furniture Co.], T.R. Begley, Abe McLeod [dray company
Fire (cont)
owner], George Schroeder, H. Sargent, Jno. L. Larsen, William Banks, D. McLennan, G.A. Clark, T.T. Gray."
1/10/1902
Rib Lake - Village - "To incorporate. A meeting was held last night in Bonneville's hall for the purpose of planning the necessary
Incorporation
steps for incorporating Rib Lake."
1/17/1902
Rib Lake - Village - "TO INCORPORATE RIB LAKE! Committee appointed to perfect plans. ¶ At the last meeting held in
Incorporation
Bonneville's opera house last week, George Braun, Dr. L.L. Taylor, F.J. Hintz were appointed a committee to
take the necessary steps to incorporate Rib Lake. They are corresponding with the lawyer in regard to the
matter and will make it a city if that is possible. ¶ We are informed that there is little opposition to it and this
opposition is endeavoring to scare the saloon keepers with a high license and temperance town bugaboo. We
believe that Rib Lake has not one saloon-keeper who would be so unpatriotic as to object to a $200 license.
Rib Lake will not be a temperance town as long as liquor can be bought in bottles and kegs elsewhere and
brought in. Incorporation means better streets, sidewalks, order, street lamps, advance in real estate and many
other improvements too numerous to mention."
1/17/1902
Fire
"VOTERS VOTE FOR FIRE PROTECTION! ¶ In this issue we print a call for a special town meeting to
appropriate $2,000 for fire fighting apparatus and appurtenances. That this is needed, and immediately, is
everyone's opinion. We have had some awful fires and heavy losses. Although there has been good work with
fire buckets on every occasion, that is not enough to satisfy insurance companies. Insurance rates therefore are
very high and a merchant finds it almost impossible to carry insurance enough to cover 2/3 of his stock. ¶ To
cap the climax, since the last fire, the Fire Association of Philadelphia, one of the largest insurance companies
in this country, cancelled all of their policies in this village. Perhaps other companies will do the same.
¶Property that cannot be insured is of no real value. If you cannot insurance on your home or your furniture,
what is it worth to you? Who will lend you money on it? ¶ You have no insurance, the rate is too high and
you have no money - or you cannot get it under any consideration. You burn out and are left like a bear staked
out in the prairie. ¶Therefore, it is highly necessary to have some fire protection. If the
1/17/1902 (cont)
Fire (cont)
town owns 1,000 feet of hose, the W.A. Osburn Lumber Company and the U.S. Leather Company each an
equal amount, every house in town may be reached. These two companies will pump water for any fire free of
charge. Be sure to vote for fire protection!"
1/17/1902
Fire
"Special town meeting. ¶Notice is hereby given to the electors of the Town of Rib Lake, Taylor County,
Wisconsin, that a special town meeting will be held in said town at the town hall on the 30th day of January,
AD 1902, for the purpose of submitting to the qualified electors of said town the question of the town making
a raise of $2,000 to procure 1,000 feet of hose, hose cart and everything necessary for same, also one lot with
buildings thereon, for fire protection. A request of such meeting having been made to me in writing by more
than 20 qualified electors of said town, specifying as aforesaid the object for which such meeting is to be held.
The polls of said election will be open between the hours of 9 and 10 o'clock on the forenoon and closed at 5
o'clock in the afternoon. ¶ Dated at Rib Lake this 10th day of January, 1902, H.W. Stelling, Town Clerk."
1/17/1902

Railroads

"REAL ESTATE OFFICE OF GEORGE BRAUN [Note that Rusch has photographed the b&w sketch
published on the front page of The Herald.] ¶ When George Braun came to Rib Lake about 5 years ago, the
real estate business was on the "bum" to use a common expression. Prospects were nothing extra and Mr.
Braun himself states that he was here 6 full months before he made a single sale. Many "land seekers" came
here more for their health and nothing else. He would take them out into the woods at his own expense, spend
a day or two with them, and then they would go away to never be heard from again. Oh yes, experience is a
dear teacher. ¶ Wonderful changes have been brought about during the last 4 years. Mr. Braun has bought,
sold and exchanged thousands of acres of land. He owns some fine land tributary to Rib Lake. His real estate
office, situated on McComb Avenue, is the nicest and best equipped in Taylor County. The Wisconsin Central
Railroad Land Department recognized his abilities and appointed him their local agent about 3 years ago. The
price of land has been advancing steadily. Today a land-seeker is glad to get a chance to buy.

Rusch has photographed the engraving; as late as c. 1980 the
pictured building stood on the west side of McComb Ave.; it
was torn down to make way for the building now housing
Mann-Made Pizza at 709 McComb Ave. A photo of the
George Braun, Sr. office is Doc. #12193 within the CDs of
Rib Lake History.

1/17/1902 (cont)

Railroads (cont)

1/17/1902

Railroads

1/24/1902

Rib Lake Incorporation

1/24/1902

1/24/1902

1/24/1902

What has brought on this change? Advertising! We have had the soil, timber, creeks, rivers, lakes and climate
then just as we have them now. But the outside world knew it not. The Wisconsin Central Land Department,
under the direction of W. J. Killen, has done more to advertise it than any other department or individual in
existence. ¶ The above engraving from a photograph was made in The Herald office."
"The Wisconsin Central Railway. Maintains daily train service between Chicago, Milwaukee, Manitowoc, St.
Paul, Minneapolis, Ashland and Duluth, reaching Eau Claire, Chippewa Falls, Marshfield, Hurley, Ironwood
and Bessemer as well as the principal points of Wisconsin in route. Connections with roads running south,
east, west and north are made at terminal points. Pullman sleepers are attached to all night trains and meals
are served ala carte. Any agent of the Wisconsin Central Railway will be pleased to give you information,
furnish tickets and reserve sleeping car accommodations. Jas. C. Pond, General Passenger AT, Milwaukee,
Wisconsin."
"Cartoon on front page: $2,000 for fire protection sign. A man holding a large boulder entitled farmer vote.
The editor of the Rib Lake Herald determined that the farmers
Above 2 birds in a nest entitled Shaw Town and Kennedy Town. The man says I am a farmer! What shall I
of the Town of Rib Lake would have the key vote on whether
do? Text: That's about the size of it.
or not to vote for fire protection. If they voted no, they would
be dropping a boulder on the municipalities of Shaw Town
and Kennedy Town, thereby killing the residents.
I have
photographed this political cartoon.

Rib Lake - Village IT IS TO BE AN INCORPORATED VILLAGE. The committee have given up the idea of making Rib Lake a
city - city government too expensive. ¶ The committee and town incorporation have abandoned the idea of
making Rib Lake a city. For a city a population of 1,500 is necessary. Many offices, which must be filled,
would be created and many salaries would have to be paid. ¶ It has been decided to make it an incorporated
village, and the county surveyor will be busy at an early date. ¶ The whole work is to be completed before
April 1. Attorney William Pringle will look after the legal matters.
Fire

"Fire Company organized. ¶ A fire company, to be known as the Osburn Fire Company, was organized this
week. Its members are employees of the W.A. Osburn Lumber Company and Mr. Harry Jordan is its captain.
The lumber company will furnish one more hose cart, coats, helmets, lanterns, ladders, hooks and axes. They
will have regular training, 1,000 feet of hose is at their disposal. ¶Mr. J.J. Kennedy has stated that every
member of the company will receive $1 per month and $.50 an hour when fighting fire."

Tannery, Camp 1, "WILL HOLD OUT 35 YEARS! ¶ A conservative estimate of hemlock tributary to Rib Lake. ¶ The United
RLLC & Osburn States Leather Company finished hauling bark from Camp 1, east of Rib Lake, and the crew under foreman
Lumber Company William Pope has gone to Chelsea. Camp 1 is on Section 9, and the haul is 12 miles long. 10 teams were
employed and every team made one trip per day. From 12-15 cords, or 29,000 pounds, to the load was the
average for a 2 horse team. A cord of dry bark is supposed to weigh 2,240 pounds. A crew of 22 men was
employed in loading and fixing the roads. The water tank was run by Joe Malkson and Kenneth McLeod. ¶
On Tuesday this crew and teams began hauling bark to Chelsea from the hemlock territories west of that
village. From Chelsea the bark will go north by rail. ¶At the present time the consumption of bark is 1/2 as
heavy as when Fayette Shaw owned the tanner, and although the bark piles north of the tannery are giants in
size, they are about 1/2 the size of what Mr. Shaw's used to be. ¶The W.A. Osburn Lumber Company and the
U.S. Leather Company own at least 150,000 acres of hemlock timber, which will be cut and brought
1/24/1902 (cont) Tannery, Camp 1, to Rib Lake, and at the present rate of cutting, this supply is calculated to hold out 35 years at least. The
RLLC & Osburn hemlock belt has just been tapped. From 200-300 cords of bark to the 40 is the average run, and 1,000 feet of
Lumber Company timber is supposed to have a cord of bark. ¶ Mixed with this hemlock is hardwood and basswood in large
(cont)
quantities and every foot of this timber will be utilized. Besides the hemlock owned by the above-named
companies, there is that owned by permanent and prospective settlers, which is hauled to the mills during the
winter. The U.S. Leather Company buys a considerable amount of bark from the farmers, some of which
comes from a great distance. ¶ Bradley, the millionairre lumberman, attempted to get control of this vast tract
of timber, which was then owned by the Wisconsin Central, but the railroad people would not sell it to him.
They want the lumber from this timber to come through Rib Lake and reach the market over their road in order
to realize the freight profits. It is rather strange that a hardwood factory does not locate here, when hardwood
is so plentiful and the mills can turn it into lumber on short notice."

County Surveyor Logan did the survey for the boundaries of
the incorporated village. To view a copy of the survey and
other incorporation documents, see CD of Rib Lake History,
Documents & Photos. As of July 9, 2008, you may access the
CDs at the Rib Lake Public Library; plans are underway to put
them online.
This article shows that J.J. Kennedy played a lead role in the
W.A. Osburn Lumber Company, even after J.J. Kennedy sold
out to the W.A. Osburn Lumber Company.

1. The U.S. Leather Co had bought out Fayette Shaw, who
was the original owner of the Rib Lake Tannery. 2. The
Camp 1 that is being referred to is probably a bark camp and is
not the Camp 1 run by the Rib Lake Lumber Co or its
predecessor, the W.A. Osburn Lumber Co. 3. Reference to
Bradley is to William Bradley, the founder of Tomahawk and
the founder of his own railroad, the Tomahawk, Marinette and
Western. 4. The Wisconsin Central Railroad received as a
land grant every other section of land alongs its

right-of-way,including vast quantities of land at Rib Lake.

1/24/1902

Law

1/24/1902

J.J. Kennedy &
Family & 20th
Century Club

1/24/1902 (cont)

J.J. Kennedy &
family & 20th
Century Club (cont)

1/31/1902

"Not guilty. ¶ Wednesday afternoon the jury in the case of State of Wisconsin v. Alside Bonneville brought in
a verdict of "not guilty". They were out only 10 minutes. Attorney Clinton Textor and the following
witnesses appeared for the defendant: Charles McLeod, Fred Curran, Oscar Knight, William Degroat and
Hilda Bonneville."

The Jan. 3, 1902 edition of the Rib Lake Herald reported
"Shot accidently. Joe Depot was shot accidently this Saturday
morning at 8:15 o'clock in W.A. Craigo's saloon by a .32
caliber revolver. Alside Bonneville was in possession of the
weapon when a shot rang out. He then ran for the doctor. Joe
said it was an accident. The two men were in the saloon
alone..." Comment: so in less than 30 days you went from a
death to a trial. Apparently the state charged him with
homicide of some type.

"Invited to Medford by its club, Mrs. J.J. Kennedy [Flora] will pay all expenses of those who want to go. She I am summarizing these from notes. The 20th Century Club is
takes much interest in the Club and does everything that is essential to its welfare."
described as having 12 members. Mrs. Angus Kennedy is the
recorder. The article covered recent club meetings, including
one in which a speaker read a biographical sketch of William
Thackery - the English poet. A "Miss Kennedy"
[unfortunately not identified] gave a review of Henry Esmond,
one of Thackery's "best works." ¶ By coincidence, I received
today, 2/19/2008, the following letter from Karen Peterson
Baumgartner, 165 Wyoming St, Phillips, WI 54555: Mr.
Rusch: Regarding the last meeting of the 20th Century Club,
Rib Lake, Wis. ¶ A special meeting was called on July 21,
2000, for the purpose of disbanding. ¶ A motion was made by
Opie [Mrs. Crystal Freeck] to buy a sign for the tannery
walkway with funds remaining in the treasury. Seconded by
Lillian Thums. Passed. ¶ The 20th Century Club was formally
disbanded. Members at the time of the last meeting were:
President, Mrs. Richard Hales; Vice President, Mrs. Crystal
Freeck; Secretary, Mrs. Galen Scharer; Treasurer, Mrs. Edwin
Thums.

Railroads - RLLC "Accidently killed on the track. ¶ Fred Yordi, a lumberjack, met instant death beneath the cars. "Monday
afternoon, Fred Yordi, employed in one of the camps of the W.A. Osburn Lumber Company, got onto the
logging engine of the company with another man to ride out to his camp. He was on one side of the engine on
the steam chest, and his partner was on the opposite side. About 5 minutes after the train passed the camp,
George Tuthill, the foreman, found the body on the track. ¶ No one, not even the train crew, knows how the
accident happened. The man on the engine did not see his comrade fall off. When asked where his partner is,
he said he did not know. At Lummerding's farm, the two men helped to load firewood on the tender. The
engine was backing out. ¶ After the body was brought to town, an inquest was held at Dr. Taylor's office by
Justice of the Peace George Clark. Constable A.D. McLellan summoned the following jurors: John Curran, H.
E. Lemon, P. Clendening, Phillip Ferguson, Hugh Conners and Andrew Clendening. Their verdict was that
the said Fred Yordi came to his death by jumping or falling off the locomotive and
1/31/1902 (cont) Railroads - RLLC being run over by the cars. The body was taken to the town hall and prepared for burial, which occured today
(cont)
(Friday). ¶ Deceased worked in the camp about 30 days and he is said to have been a steady and industrious
man. His age is given at 27 years. Monday forenoon he was at the company's office and drew $5. A brother
from Minneapolis and a friend from Neillsville arrived here yesterday morning and from them it was learned
that deceased was single man and had a homestead near Neillsville. Said brother and friend went away on the
noon train yesterday."

¶ Members: Mrs. Inez Vanucha, Mrs. Hattie Taylor, Mrs.
Robert Becker, Mrs. John Desris. ¶ I called Mrs. Galen
Scharer, who had the minutes book at hand when she relayed
the information by phone. Signed, Cordially, Karen B." TO
THE BEST OF MY INFORMATION, THE 20TH
CENTURY CLUB WAS THE LONGEST LASTING OF
ANY CLUB MADE UP OF MEMBERS SOLEY FROM RIB
LAKE.

1/31/1902

"A town of inventors. ¶ No other place in Wisconsin had produced so many inventors in such a short time as
Rib Lake. Some 5 years ago a man working in Shaw's Tannery invented an unretillable bottle and got a patent
on it. Two years ago Andrew Lanse got a patent on a combined hammer and screwdriver. A few weeks ago
Nels Jochimson succeeded in getting a patent on a new design pen holder, and there are good prospects for
Abe McLeod getting a patent on a machine to be used in tanneries."

1/31/1902

Hintz

1/31/1902

Fire

1/31/1902

2/7/1902

2/7/1902 (cont)

2/7/1902

2/7/1902 (cont)

"Pay your taxes. Notice is hereby given by the undersigned, Town Treasurer of the Town of Rib Lake, that
the tax roll for said town, for the year 1901, is in my hands for collection and that the taxes charged therein are
subject to payment at my office at any time prior to the 31st day of January, 1902, dated this 23rd day of
December 1901, F.J. Hintz, Town Treasurer."

"RESULT OF ELECTION IS FAVORABLE! $2,000 will be appropriated for fire protection. ¶ At the special
town meeting held in the town hall yesterday (Thursday), 202 ballots were cast. Of this number 94 were
against raising $2,000 for fire protection. The voting was light and devoid of excitement. Many farmers and
many villagers did not turn out. ¶ The following are members of the Osburn Fire Company: Harry Jourden,
President, Phillip Ferguson, Vice President, Charles Whittlinger, Secretary, Allen Kennedy, Treasurer,
William Banks, Foreman, Gottlieb Smith, Asst. Foreman, John Doyle, Second Asst. Foreman, Tom Kunz,
Stewart, F. Pearson, First Nozzleman, Fred Layman, Second Nozzleman, H. Nickles, Third Nozzleman, John
Ledwine, Fourth Nozzleman, Eric Dahlberg, Joe Drexler, Pete Clendenning, John Speare, James Talbot, Knut
Blakely. ¶ A fine of $.25 is imposed on the member absent at regular meetings and a fine of $5 is imposed on
any member who refuses to turn out in time of fire."
Wolves
"They expected this to happen as a result of the wolf poisoning policy in northern Wisconsin, and the wolves
have the laugh on the owners of valuable dogs and fat porkers whose 4-footed property has gone the way if
animals that can't digest poison."
Agriculture
"THE NEW WISCONSIN INDUCEMENT SPACE SURPASSES THOSE OF MANY WESTERN STATES.
A SAFE PLACE FOR INVESTMENT. Those who have traveled extensively through the far western country
have been struck with the number of Wisconsin and Illinois people who have drifted west with the tide of
pioneers. Many of those people moved west with the evolved purpose of buying or entering land and
becoming farmers. All have not prospered while some have failed to make more than a bare living, in many
cases under conditions of hardship, that they could not have dared to face had they known what awaited them
in the west. ¶ During all these years marked by the western drift of land seekers, Wisconsin has offered
opportunities to acquire cheap lands that no prairie state could duplicate. Even on the tracks from which pine
timber has been removed, there still remains a crop worth harvesting. The logging operations furnish a market
for all the settler could raise and supply them with a market for his labor during the time when he could not
employ himself at a direct profit on his land. The [Wisconsin] soil was fruitful, the water the best in the
Agriculture (cont) world and there were no grasshopper scurges or cyclones and no drought to rob the farmer of the fruits of his
soil. A visit to northern Wisconsin at any time would justify everything that has been printed in favor of that
region."
Agriculture
"A dairy paradise. ¶ When Illinois, Iowa and southern Wisconsin sells at $75-$125 an acre, is it any wonder
that dairymen are looking for new locations, where land can be bought for a mere fraction of those prices?
Northern Wisconsin has dairy lands that cannot be surpassed anywhere in the middle-west that can still be
bought "dirt cheap". ¶ Dr. John Mathieson, President of the Minnesota Dairy Association, in a letter to the
Dairy Reporter says: "I made a trip last summer into the hardwood timber belt on the Soo Railroad in Northern
Wisconsin. I was surprised at the natural advantages offered to dairymen in that locality. There is an
abundance of pure water; clover, timothy and bluegrass do excellently. The soil is productive, as is shown by
the crop grown on this land and cultivation. This section is destined to be a fine dairy region, all the natural
conditions, climate, soil, pure water and nutritious grasses are found there. The location is another advantage
of being on the Soo Railway. Dairy products are taken in refrigerator cars direct to New York and Bostin,
where the best prices are obtained. ¶ Lands in this region can be had now at very low prices. The soil is a rich
Agriculture (cont) loam with clay subsoil and is exceedingly productive. ¶ If you are interested, write for descriptive maps to D.
W. Casseday, Land and Industrial Agent, Soo Line, Minneapolis, Minnesota."

The same edition of the Herald contained "Notice! Farmers
who have ties in the woods should bring them to our sawmill
at once. The tie inspector is here, therefore ties should be in
for inspection." F. J. Hintz and Company.

The article went on to tout the benefits of settling in north
Wisconsin.

This was not printed as an advertisement but as normal text in
the Herald.
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"INTEND TO PURCHASE A NEW STEAMER. ¶ Majority of town board and citizens are in favor of a
steam fire engine. ¶Monday evening the town board and citizens met at George Braun's office for the purpose
of discussing fire protection. Chairman J.P. Seibel appointed a committee of 6 to act in conjunction with the
Town Board in this matter as follows: Donald Kennedy, George Braun, Dr. L.L. Taylor, F.J. Hintz, Thomas
Begley and A. Bonneville.¶ The committee and town board met at the same place Tuesday evening and
instructed the Town Clerk to write to several fire apparatus manufacturers and get prices on hose and
appliances. A committee of 3 was appointed to confer with J.J. Kennedy on the following day. Mr. Kennedy
met them Wednesday afternoon and said that he was willing to put a good roof on one of the dry kilns if the
town would use it for a fire hall and furnish a night watchman to take care of the engine and keep the water in
the boiler warm for $1 per month until the town could build a suitable fire hall."
The Herald publishes on the first page a map of Town 33 and 34 and portions of 35, Range 1 East to Range 4
West. It is an excellent map showing the Wisconsin Central lands, which are still being offered for sale, the
lands sold by Wisconsin Central and the location of town roads and "settlers houses". It shows, for example,
that present Highway C extended only 1 mile north of the present location of Zondlo's.

This implies that Kennedy is still in charge of the mill, even
after his sale to the W.A. Osburn Lumber Company.

"A store that's up to date. ¶ A store that carries everything necessary to feed and clothe a large community is
not only an accommodation but a necessity and pride to such community. How often have you stepped into a
place to buy something that you really had to have, and when the clerk confronted you would say "we haven't
got it". Then of course, you went elsewhere, often when you could not spare the time and in 9 cases out of 10
this "we haven't got it" was repeated to you a number of times. ¶ This state of affairs, we are told, will take a
change, so far as Rib Lake and its vicinity are concerned. W.A. Osburn Lumber Company's store department
is "getting down to business" as a common saying is, and within the next 30 days they will have a stock on
hand, the likes of which has not been seen here since J.J. Kennedy owned the store. ¶ Mr. Allen McDonald,
who is at the head of this business decision, informs The Herald they will carry a stock which will invoice
from $20,000-$30,000. ¶They carry dry goods, clothing, ladies and gentlemans furnishings, goods, boots,
shoes, hats, caps, groceries, patent medicines, foods, crockery, glassware, brick, hardware,
furniture, lime, cement, salt, paint, oils, druggist sundries, canned goods, etc. ¶Their meat market is just a few
steps south from the store. Their store is situated in the north wing of the Commerical House."
"COMMERCIAL HOUSE IS OPEN AGAIN. NEW LANDLORD AND NEW EVERYTHING. The
Commercial House was opened to guests Sunday morning. Landlord Allard served the breakfast and the
guests were more than pleased. The expense of running the hotel will be defrayed by the W.A. Osburn
Lumber Company, and they are to buy all supplies and furnish needed help. Mr. and Mrs. Adon Allard have
charge of it. The past three weeks painters, carpenters and others were engaged in giving the place a thorough
overhauling, and today the public will find it a clean and comfortable house to stop in."

J.J. Kennedy had owned a company store previously.

RPR has photographed this map. See the CDs of Rib Lake
History documents and photos.

Rusch believes the Commercial House being referred to is the
5 story wooden structure that stood south of the mill along the
lakeshore. See Doc. #10781 and #12194 within the CDs of
Rib Lake History documents and photos.

Rib Lake - Village - "In Circuit Court for Taylor County. In the matter of the incorporation of the Village of Rib Lake - application See CD for a copy of the petition and order and survey filed
Incorporation
for order. Petitioners John J. Kennedy, Thomas Begley, F.J. Hintz, George Kelnhofer, Joseph Kelnhofer, H.A. under Rib Lake - Village - Incorporation.
McDonald, Eric Gilbertson, John C. Anderson, L.L. Taylor, M.D., and Gumol Taylor by their attorney John B.
Haggerty, petitioned the circuit court for an order incorporating as a village by the name of Rib Lake a
territory situated in the Town of Rib Lake described by survey [containing 1,440 acres]"
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Politics

"Frank Wilmount, Scaler at the big sawmill, [W.A. Osburn], says the cut last Tuesday ran to 112,000 [board
feet] on one day."
W.A. OSBURN LUMBER COMPANY.

"Who was April fooled Tuesday? Not George Kelnhofer, neither Herman Henke [Hanke], nor Frank Adamek,
nor F.J. Hintz! ¶ "The annual town meeting, which occurred last Tuesday, was the warmest known in Rib
Lake's history. Two tickets being in the field, the election was hotly contested and voting was steady and
almost without interruption. When the polls closed at 12 o'clock about 150 votes were polled. At 1 o'clock the
hall was crowded with voters who came to hear the town clerk's report. It was a long one and the reading
consumed considerable time. Then J.P. Seibel made a motion that $2,000 be appropriated for roads. It was
voted down. His motions to raise $500 interest money and $600 for incidentals were also voted down. ¶ New
motions were made and $300 was appropriated for incidentals and $1,000 for highways. ¶ All told 375 votes
were polled, but one ballot (2 folded into 1) was cast out. Of this number, John P. Seibel received 137 and
George Kelnhofer 237. The whole farmer's ticket, with the exception of treasurer, was elected as follows:
Chairman-George Kelnhofer, Superintendent-Herman Henke, and Frank Adamek, Clerk-

The Herald prints a full-page ad by the W.A. Osburn Lumber
Company Store advertising itself as dealing in general
merchandise, clothing, dry goods, groceries, flour, feed, hay
and a meat market. The store also solicits farmers to bring in
for purchase butter and eggs.

4/4/1902 (cont)
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Tannery

John L. Larsen, Treasurer-F.J. Hintz, Justices of Peace-George Clark, E. Huhndorf and P. Hine, Assessor-John
Schaack, Constables-W. Jordan, J.M. Ross, George Schroeder and Gus Kemp. ¶ The new board is composed
of good men, and we do not hesitate to say that we will be successful in solving the many difficult problems
now before them. They have taken their oath of office. ¶ It is customary to give the faithful officials a second
term. That is why F.J. Hintz was re-elected treasurer. ¶ In Greenwood, Bruno Schabe was elected Chairman.
Peter Monheim and Robert Klemm, Supervisors. Stephen Kunz, Clerk, Franz Rudolph, Treasurer and Ignatz
Fuchs, Assessor. ¶ At Westboro, Ed Evans was elected Chairman, Charles Nelson and Herman Rendt,
Supervisors, J. Howard Fitz, Clerk, A. Fournier, Treasurer, and Charles Freeland and C. A. Lawrence,
Assessors."
The Herald in this and other editions in April, 1902, runs a photograph of "Senator Whitehead - Next
Governor."
"The members of the Westboro Lumber Company were in the village Tuesday and inspected the bill mill of
the Osburn Lumber Company. This Westboro concern bought out Heidrick and Mattson and Rousseau and
Shepard [the mill at Chelsea], we are told. It is also said that the Chelsea mill will not be operated after it
finishes this season's cut.

The Herald unabashedly promoted politics on its front page.
See articles of incorporation for Capital Lumber Company,
which later made its headquarters at Chelsea and operated
under the name of Rousseau and Shepard.
An article notes that the Chelsea sawmill owned and operated
under the name Rousseau and Shephard will permanently
close; it has been bought out by Heidrick and Matson of
Westboro. Mr. Rousseau will thereafter become involved in
the RLLC.

"The U.S. Leather Company erected a platform in Chelsea from which to load bark onto [railroad] cars. J.E.
Aylesworth done the carpenter work."
"Camp 3 of the Osburn Lumber Company broke up Saturday and the crew went into Camp 1. James
McDonald, foreman. Men are tearing up the spur to Camp 3. The company has logs enough along the
railroad to keep the logging train busy until the end of next July. The work of skidding will begin in a week or
two."

Tan bark was being shipped out of the area.
Camp 3 is not identified as to location. It is near the railroad.
RPR's interpretation is that this is a new camp. It could not be
one of J.J. Kennedy's camps since Kennedy started operation
in 1881. It is not the same as Camp 3 of the camp series
begun in 1906.

"Many men wanted. Big demand for bark peelers in Northern Wisconsin. ¶The United States Leather
Company owns and operates 7 large sole leather tanneries in North Wisconsin, which consume a large amount
of hemlock bark each year for tanning purposes. It is expected over 2000 men will be wanted to peel bark for
said company as soon as the bark peeling season opens up, which usually is about May 1. The wages paid for
bark peeling are about equal to the wages paid woodmen in logging camps during the winter months. The
wages paid last year to bark peelers range from $26-$30 per month and board. This year competent bark
peelers will have the opportunity to peel bark by the cord, each bark peeler to get a given amount for every
cord of bark peeled, the board to be charged up to him. Experienced bark peelers make as high as $35-$40 per
month by peeling bark by the cord. Board in camps is usually charged up at the rate of $.50 per day, to such
men that peel by the cord. The points at which there will be demand for bark peelers this spring are along the
Wisconsin Central, Biz: Medford, Chelsea, Rib Lake, Westboro, Phillips,
4/11/1902 (cont)
Tannery (cont)
Glidden, Morse and Mellen. The United States Leather Company has camps at each in the places mentioned.
Over 500 men will be wanted in the bark camps around Rib Lake alone."
4/18/1902
Fire
"Bonneville Opera House Burned Down Tuesday Morning. At 3:30 o'clock Tuesday morning, fire was
discovered in Bonneville's Opera House by the night watchman in W.A. Osburn Lumber Company's mill and
the big whistle sounded the alarm. The fire broke out on the northwest corner, where 10 gallons of gasoline
were stored and spread rapidly through the whole building. Mr. Bonneville and his son Phillip, were the first
ones to the fire and saved a safe, one bed and a few barrels of liquor. ¶ The Opera hall proper was not
completed inside. When completed, it would have been one of the best in the county. The first floor was
occupied by a saloon and unfinished room adjoinging it on the north side was empty. The fixtures in the
saloon were worth $1,000 and there were two slot machines, a billard table and a big stock of liquors and
cigars. Mr. Bonneville estimates his loss at $7,500. He had not one cent of insurance."
4/18/1902
Tannery & Camps "PRICE OF BARK ADVANCES. ¶ The local management of the tannery of the United States Leather
Note that the US Leather Co will have 6 camps in operation in
Company has been authorized to pay $5 a cord for bark delivered at the tannery. This is an advance of $.50
a single year. These are not to be confused with logging
per cord. ¶ The local tannery will have 6 camps in operation this year, and peeling will begin as soon as a
company camps.
warm spell of weather strikes this section. Plenty of rain is needed. It is hoped that the season will be open by
April 10."
4/18/1902
Library
"There are about 275 books in the library. About November 1 the books began to be drawn and from then
there has been 570 books drawn. Of these the 3rd and 4th grades have drawn 350."
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"New Railroad. ¶ Rib Lakers bring news from Westboro that a party of surveyors are making a railroad
This was indeed a rumor.
survey through Taylor County and are headed for Rib Lake. They are within a few miles of Westboro. ¶ This
new railroad rumor is stirring up the people, and if the new railroad strikes anywhere near Rib Lake, steps will
be taken to induce the railroad people to build their track through the village."
"New sawmill. Alois Seidl and F.J. Hintz are building sawmill on the SW 1/4 of the SW 1/4, Section 10,
Town 32 North, Range 2 East. This is 2 1/2 miles east of the Greenwood Catholic Church."
"Men wanted. ¶ The W.A. Osburn Lumber Company wants 300 men to peel bark. They pay $2.25 a cord and This shows the lumber company working in both bark peeling
charge $.50 a day for board. Good men can make big wages. They also want men to work in the logging
and logging. Their bark peelers would peel the bark of the
camps by the month."
hemlock trees for use at the tannery. The debarked logs would
then be made into lumber.

"Thursday evening, April 9, the exective board of the Library Association composed of the following officers
met in the home of Mrs. Van Giesen: President James H. McManus, Vice-President William Pringle,
Secretary Ms. Jeanette Kennedy, Treasurer Mrs. Edwin Van Giesen. The following committees for the year
were appointed: Finance: Mrs. Pringle, Chairman. Mrs. Timme, Charles Whittlinger, Mrs. Hugh McDonald,
Mrs. Begley. ¶ Book committee: Thomas Begley Chairman, Ms. Tena Kennedy, Mrs. L.L. Taylor, Ms. Hilda
Bonneville, Mr. Bailey. ¶ Library Service committee: Edwin Van Giesen Chairman, Mrs. J.E. Kennedy, Mrs.
Timme, Nels Jacobson, Mrs. Gray. ¶ Loom committee, Mrs. McLennan Chairman, J.J. Voemastek, Mrs.
Adams, Mrs. Robert Aitken, Mrs. Allen McDonald.
Rib Lake - Village - "Order to incorporate Rib Lake. Issued by Circuit Court of Taylor County on 20th of April. ¶ Notice of
Incorporation
election meeting of election. ¶ Notice is hereby given that pursuant to an order of the circuit court of Taylor
County, Wisconsin made on the 20th day of April, 1902, in the matter of the proposed incorporation of
territory hereinafter described as a village by the name of Rib Lake, a meeting of qualified electors of said
territory described in said order...will be held at the town hall in the Town of Rib Lake, Taylor County,
Wisconsin, on the 29th day of May, 1902, for the purpose of determining whether or not such territory shall be
incorporated as a village. ¶ At such meeting the polls will be open at 10 o'clock in the forenoon on the day and
be kept open til 4 o'clock in the afternoon of that day excepting that the inspecting electors will close the polls
at 12 o'clock noon for one hour. Signed L.L. Taylor, John J. Voemastek, F.J. Hintz, Inspectors of election."
WCTU
"New officers. The Women's Christian Temperance Union held their annual meeting March 27, 1902, at the
home of Mrs. Angus Kennedy. The following officers were elected: President, Mrs. Angus Kennedy, Vice
President, Mrs. S. Hagan, Corresponding and Recording Secretary, Mrs. F. Bailey, Treasurer, Mrs. J.
Aylesworth."

RLLC

"Change corporate name. ¶ Now Rib Lake Lumber Company ¶ At the annual meeting of the stockholders of
the W.A. Osburn Lumber Company, which was held at their office this week, it was deemed advisable to
change the corporate name to Rib Lake Lumber Company. ¶ The company's standing is first rate. Their
future policy will be to enlarge their operations so that they may meet the heavy demand for hemlock. ¶ The
following officers were elected for the ensuing year, E.H. Walker, President and Manager; F.C. Chadbourn,
Vice President; Donald Kennedy, Secretary and Treasurer; J.J. Kennedy, Donald Kennedy, E.H. Walker, A.H.
Whitney and James Radicker, electors. ¶ The wage scale of their employees was adjusted."
Tannery
"Will make changes. Tree master E.H. Cutter of the Wisconsin Central was in town last week and looked over
the tracks in the yard and the switch standing in the center of Pearl Street. The north spur from this switch will
be run to the bark grinder at the tannery and to the bark piles. The track will strike the north half of the
warehouse and it will become necessary to move it. We understand that it will be swung around next to the
office on the east side. Probably the US Leather Company will have a light switch engine of their own to do
the switching in the yard. At present the bark must be transferred from cars to wagons and hauled to grinders
and bark piles, and as most of the bark hereafter will arrive at the tannery and [railroad] cars, the proposed
change will be a money saver for the company."
Camps
"Men wanted. ¶ Alois Seidl, of Greenwood, has completed his house and camp on Section 10, Town 32,
Range 2 East. He wants about 30 men at once to peel bark and cut logs for himself and F.J. Hintz. Wages
paid will be in accordance with the scale paid by the tannery. The bark peeled will belong to Alois Seidl and
the logs to F.J. Hintz."
Railroads - RLLC "Last Friday night the steam loader and the locomotive of the Westboro Lumber Company, formerly owned by
Heidrick and Matson Lumber Company and used here all winter by the W.A. Osburn Lumber Company, were
taken to Westboro and the Old Nancy is now doing the switching in the woods."

Material that RPR just received from the Taylor Co. Historical
Society showed that at the election that took place a woman
voted for the first time in Rib Lake history.

Angus Kennedy was one of the 4 Kennedy brothers: J.J.
Kennedy, William Kennedy, Hugh Kennedy and Angus
Kennedy. They all initially settled in Rib Lake. Nota bene: I
believe J.J.'s brother was Hugh J. Kennedy. Rib Lake was
also home for Hugh A. Kennedy.
Note that J.J. Kennedy is a member of the Board of Directors.
Unfortunately, his proportion of stock ownership is not
indicated.

Here is proof that there were camps operated beyond those of
the major lumber companies and the tannery.

The reference to Old Nancy is to the first logging locomotive
used at Rib Lake, affectionately called Nancy Hanks. This is
the first evidence RPR has seen of a Rib Lake company
borrowing locomotives from Westboro.
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F.J. Hintz will be in Waupaca today with the view of buying a hand fire engine. Mr. Hintz believes in good
fire protection, and a hand pump and plenty of hose is just the thing to have around a mill."
"C.B. Nye, of Medford, representing American Hardwood Lumber Company of Madison, was in town
yesterday and bought all the pine, birch and elm, a total of 40 piles, of F.J. Hintz."
"Gomoll & Taylor. Our line of hardware, tinware, nails and barb wire is larger than every before. Also a big
stock of sash, doors and mouldings, paints and oils of all kinds, always on hand, with prices the defy
competition. We also carry a nice line of farm equipment, such as binders, mowers, rakes, plows, disks and
spring harrows, which are the best make and advertise themselves. They are warranted to everyone as the
most durable and lightest running. Give us a call if you are in need of anything in this line. Gomoll & Taylor"

"The 20th Century sale at Rib Lake Lumber Company store was a record-breaker and it is estimated that about
$1,000 worth of goods was sold. 5% of this goes into the library fund. A great many people saved their orders
a number of weeks for this sale. In the evening the ladies served ice cream and cake and netted a handsome
profit."
RLLC
"E.H. Walker, President and Manager of the Rib Lake Lumber Company is in town this week.
Rib Lake - Village - "Struck by a cyclone. From the direction of Medford. Chairman George Kelnhofer and Town Clerk John L.
Incorporation
Larson were in Medford yesterday to see about the loan of $2,000 for fire protection. They consulted an
attorney about it and were infomred that the act of appropriating $2,000 for fire protection in a special election
was illegal. A precedent of this kind occurred in the Town of Vaughn and was decided by the Supreme Court.
Furthermore, the town has no right, under the circumstanes, to spend any money for the purpose, and all work
done by Frank Adamek and Adolf Snyder in the way of excavating for the water main cannot be paid. The
contractors will be quite a few dollars out. ¶ This sudden turn in the affair is to be regretted, and the only hope
for fire protection now remaining is to incorporate the village."
Rusch
"Births. To Mr. and Mrs. Herrman Rusch, a girl, on the 16th."
Rib Lake - Village - VILLAGE OF RIB LAKE INCORPORATED. ¶ The result was a surprise to some people; only 7 descending
Incorporation
votes. Election of officers in June. ¶ The Village of Rib Lake is now a corporate body. ¶ At the election on
the 29th, the total number of ballots cast was 112, of which 105 were for incorporation and 7 against it. ¶ The
result of the election was a surprise to many people. Although it was believed that it would carry, no one for
an instant fostered the idea that the majority would be so large. The false prophets have made themselves an
unknown quantity since the election and you can't get a word out of them with a sledgehammer. ¶ The next
thing on the program is the election of village officers. It will be held within the next 30 days."
J.J. Kennedy & "William Kennedy graduated from Lake Forest, an Illinois College. Mrs. J.J. Kennedy was present with her
family
daughter, Tina."

Bank

BANK IN RIB LAKE…WILL BE ESTABLISHED SOON…A GOOD THING FOR EVERYBODY. ¶ Rib
Lake is now an incorporated village, and the State Bank of Rib Lake will soon be an established fact. The
businessmen of the place have promised their earnest support and within days a bank will be open in Getchel's
building on McComb Ave. ¶ Mr. Getchel will have the general management of the bank and a general loan
deposit business will be conducted. Interest will be paid on deposits for 6 months or longer. The capital stock
is not yet decided upon but suffice it to say it will be sufficient to conduct the business of the bank. ¶ A bank
is a great convenience to the people at large as well as to those who are doing business, and should be
encouraged by the entire community."

Here we have a mill owner deciding to buy his own fire
engine.

This is the store run by an early settler, John A. Taylor and his
half-sibling. See the Rib Lake History document CD, #10670.

E.H. Walker lived in Columbus, Wisconsin.
This highlights that the need for fire protection was one of the
main selling points for incorporation.

FROM NOW ON, THE INCORPORATED AREA SHOULD
- PROPERLY - BE CALLED THE VILLAGE OF RIB
LAKE; THE SURROUNDING, UNINCORPORATED
AREA IS THE TOWN OF RIB LAKE.

THE NAME WILLIAM KENNEDY PRESENTS A
PROBLEM: IT COULD REFER EITHER TO THE
BROTHER OR SON OF J.J. KENNEDY. ¶ The 1895 census
shows that the John J. Kennedy household consisted of 9
people, 2 born in "Great Britain" [Canada] [this would refer to
John J. and his wife, Flora, as being born in Canada]; in
addition, there were 7 children in the household, all of whom
were born in the US. ¶ The 1895 census shows that the
William Kennedy household consisted of 8 people, 2 born in
"Great Britain". The household consisted of 2 males and 6
females. ¶ The 1895 census showed the Angus Kennedy
household consisting of 3 males and 2 females; the Hugh J.
Kennedy household consisted of 2 males and 2 females." See
Movers and Shakers: Cast of Characters to Early Rib Lake
History, Doc. #12269

6/6/1902

Railroads - RLLC "New locomotive arrived. ¶ The new "Climax" logging locomotive for the Rib Lake Lumber Company
arrived from the shops in Pennsylvania Wednesday evening. An engineer and fireman came with "her" to run
"her" a few days. It is a powerful and substantially built machine; it is center geared and a "beauty". It cost
between $5,000-$6,000. This makes the third locomotive the lumber company has acquired."

6/20/1902

Agriculture

6/20/1902

Tannery

6/20/1902

Germania

The RLLC is unique since it owned both a Climax, a Heisler
and a Shay locomotive. These three types of locomotives
were distinctly different from the usual horizontally driven
piston locomotive.

IT’S THE BEST PLACE FOR INVESTMENT…NORTHERN WISCONSIN IS NATURAL HOME FOR
THE POOR MAN. ¶ The man who prefers from the start to go distinctly into the raising of sheep or cattle, the
burnt districts of northern Wisconsin afford endless opportunities. To become ideal pastures, these lands need
the removal of scattering logs now lying on the ground, and sometimes some small second growth of timber
and brush, which can be easily clearned from the land. The removal of stumps is desirable but not necessary,
and is of no great advantage except in the track set for garden purposes and for the growth of winter feed for
stock. The removal of stumps, however, is not so much to be dreaded as many people suppose. All hardwood
stumps will rot away in a few years if left to themselves, while pine stumps or green hardwood stumps can be
removed by the improved methods without difficulty." "In starting in on such lands as this, a man should
apply himself with a small flock of sheep or a herd of cows, relying on lands which he owns, together with the
other burnt lands in this vicinity which may be unused, to supply his stock with
6/20/1902 (cont) Agriculture (cont) summer grazing, which he is at work putting his land into perfect condition. Sheep especially help clear the
land, and wherever they graze a map of white clover and bluegrass is sure to appear. The profits from this
stock, together with the employment which can be readily found during the winter, easily supply the
newcomer with a good livelihood and money to increase his flock and improve his land." Wisconsin Real
Estate Journal.
6/20/1902
Businesses
"The new drug store is ready for business. Everything is arranged in proper order and presents a good
appearance. It is to be called the Columbia Pharmacy." Mr. Joseph Sieger, a registered pharmacist, has
charge of it. He has many winning ways about him and it is plainly seen that he is a good businessman. The
stock is composed of drugs, patent medicines, fancy and toilet articles, books, etc."

6/20/1902
6/20/1902

6/20/1902

6/27/1902

"Henry Ziegler, who was formerly foreman of the tannery at Westboro, has taken the place of Peter Welch as
foreman of the tannery here. Mr. Ziegler's family is at Westboro where they will remain until Mr. Welch can
secure residence for his family at Mellen. Mr. Ziegler has had long experience in leathermaking and both
himself and family will be a valuable excession to our social circles - Phillips Bee"

The December issues of the Rib Lake Herald indicate Mr.
Ziegler had by that date taken charge of the tannery at Rib
Lake. "Mr. Ziegler, the tanner, has put the tannery into shipshape since he has taken charge of it. When he came here
many repairs were needed, and the place actually was unfit to
do good work. These much needed repairs have run up the
repair bill but to accommodate for it the company now has a
plant better than it ever was before. Mr. Ziegler has been in
the tanning business the greater part of his life and is up to
date in every department." Supplement to Rib Lake Herald
dated Fri. Dec. 19, 1902.

"East Rib Lake…a branch society of the Gegenseitige Unterstutzungs Gesellshaft Germania will be built now. It was a social support organization.
Ten charter members have signed already."
Osburn Lumber "The case of Norman Clark v. W.A. Osburn Lumber Company is being tried in Medford this week. The resaw This court file - and others - may exist at the regional library at
Company
which cut off the boy's arm was sent to Medford this week to be viewed by the jury."
the UW-Eau Claire.
Railroads A spotter of the Wisconsin Central came to town Tuesday noon and went out Wednesday. A spotter is one of
Wisconsin Central those fellows who jumps up anywhere at anytime, to keep an eye on the conductors and report cash
collections."
Osburn Lumber
Annual meeeting notice of W.A. Osburn Lumber Co.
Company & RLLC
published. It notes that the name has been changed to RLLC
effective May 31, 1902 and signed by Donald Kennedy,
Secretary.
Germania

"A branch of the Gegenseitige Unterstutzungs Gesellschaft Germania will be built now. 10 charter members
signed today."

The name of this club would translate to Mutual Support
Society of Germania. A branch of the same society in
Medford lasted until at least the 1970's. I recall reading small
advertisements that would identify the club only by its initials
G.U.G.; they were published in The Star News.

7/4/1902

7/4/1902

7/11/1902

7/11/1902

Rib Lake - Village - VILLAGE OFFICERS…A LIST OF THE FIRST OFFICERS ELECTED IN THE VILLAGE OF RIB LAKE.
Incorporation
The following officers were elected last Saturday to govern this village. President-L.L. Taylor; Trustees-D.A.
McLennan, 2 years, H. Sargeant, 2 years, John Voemastek, 2 years, Charles Degroat, 1 year, Edwin Gomoll, 1
year, Allen Kennedy, 1 year, George F. Braun, Clerk, O.E. Werner, Treasurer, F.J. Hintz, Supervisor, Andrew
Clendenning, Assessor. ¶ Justices, George Clark, police justice; A.O. Labard, Abe McLeod, Frank Adamek,
constable.

Bank

"Another bank" "H.L. Drake, F.[Fayette] M. Shaw and L.W. Gibson, Thaxter Shaw, Joseph Gibson and L.
Sperbeck have associated themselves together and organized a First National Bank, and have secured a
certificate of authority from the government, and will be ready to begin business in Rib Lake during this
month."

Rib Lake - Village THE VILLAGE BOARD'S ULTIMATUM! Officers' salaries fixed - horses, cattle, sheep and swine
restrained from running at large. Ordinance #2 set the compensation for village clerk at $150 per year,
assessor $2 for each day, street commissioner $2 for each day, village marshall $40 a month. ¶ Ordinance #3
restrained horses, cattle, swine and sheep from running at large in the Village of Rib Lake.
Attorney

"The village board appointed William Pringle a village attorney for the ensuing year."

7/25/1902

W.C.T.U.

"W.C.T.U. will meet at the home of Mrs. Angus Kennedy. All members requested to be present."

7/25/1902

J.J. Kennedy &
family

8/1/1902

Bank

7/11/1902

7/18/1902

At the same meeting they passed ordinance #1, an ordinance
to provide for maintaining peace and good order and for the
protection of public property in the Village of Rib Lake.
Section 1, no person shall cut, mark, deface or injure any
public building, school house, station house, engine house or
any fence, sidewalk or any tree, grass or shrub in any square,
street or public place nor any sewer pipe, water main, hydrant,
hose cart or hose in the Village of Rib Lake. Seven other
sections follow thereafter. Signed L.L. Taylor, President. A
photo of L.L. Taylor is Doc. #12192 within the CDs of Rib
Lake History documents and photos.
This follows on the heels-one month earlier-of the
announcement of the State Bank of Rib Lake by E.C. Getchel.
A copy of the contract for the construction of the National
Bank building is Doc #10670 within the CDs of Rib Lake
History documents and photos..

William Pringle was the first attorney for the Village of Rib
Lake.
Rib Lake - Village
Article indicating that the Village of Rib Lake organizes itself;
L.L. Taylor is elected president and George F. Braun, Village
Clerk.
Fire
"Fireman's dance. The Rib Lake Lumber Company's Fire Company #1 will give their first grand ball Saturday Prior to the organization of a municipal fire company, the fire
evening, July 19, in Bonneville's hall. Tickets to the dance will be sold for $.50, spectators will be charged $. company was organized by the lumber company. Note the
25 and ladies will be admitted free."
prior entry regarding Mr. Hintz looking for a fire engine.
The Women's Christian Temperance Union was a national
organization, also very active in North Wisconsin. Its efforts
eventually resulted in the constitutional amendment going into
effect just after WWI banning the sale of alcohol, i.e. beer,
wine and other drinks.

"Anna Mae Kennedy is elected the 5th Vice President of the Junior League in the M.E. Church [Methodist
Episcopal Church] of Rib Lake."

"Buy bank stock. ¶ To date the following persons have taken stock in the Rib Lake Bank: E.E. Getchel,
Manager; C.L. Alverson, Cashier, State Bank of Medford; F.W. Shepard, Secretary and Treasurer, Drusoe and
Shepard Co [Lumber Co] Chelsea; L.A. Russo of Russo and Shepard Co. of Chelsea; F.J. Hintz; George Braun
and Dr. L.L. Taylor.

This same edition of the Rib Lake Herald indicated that F.W.
Shepard was seeking the nomination of the Republican Party
as an assemblyman from Price and Taylor County. "It is the
general feeling among the Republican politicians and
businessmen throughout the county and in Chelsea, Westboro
and Rib Lake especially, that F.W. Shepard, the Chelsea
lumberman, would make an ideal candidate for the assembly
from this county." The article went on to indicate that he lives
in Madison "within a stone's throw of the capital." See his
role in incorporating the Capital Lumber Company articles of
incorporation.

8/1/1902

Businesses

8/8/1902

RLLC

8/8/1902

Railroads

8/8/1902

Tannery

8/8/1902

Camps

8/8/1902

Politics

8/8/1902

Agriculture

8/15/1902

Businesses

8/15/1902

Businesses

8/22/1902

Osburn Lumber
Company

8/22/1902 (cont)

Osburn Lumber
Company (cont)
Tannery

8/29/1902

"E.A. Goodwin and Company have sold out to George Hazen and Company. An inventory of the stock is
being taken. Mr. Hazen is from Maine, where he has a great reputation as a merchant. His partner in business
is Mr. Fred Shaw of Medford. ¶ Mr. Goodwin is going back to Maine. He has a large circle of friends here
who are sorry to see him leave."
"The Rib Lake Lumber Company is building its new office on the site formerly occupied by their office and
the store of the Rib Lake Mercantile Company, which was destroyed by fire. The new building will be
modern and is planned to suit the requirements of the company. Its dimensions are: length 46 feet, width 34
feet, and height 12 feet. It is to be completed in September. The old vault, which went through the fire, will
be used. It has been tried and tested and is in good shape, except the doors. New doors will be put on. The
company's headquarters in the hotel are unsatisfactory in many respects, therefore work on the new building is
being rushed."
"Medford" "A gang of 90 Hungarian railroad laborers arrived here Tuesday noon and will be employed on the
branch of the Omaha line now being constructed through this county. [Western Taylor Co. through HannibalHewey and eastward]. They had with them their luggage, tents, cooking outfit and were taken out to
Perkinstown by team. Two camps have been established from which work on the new railroad is being
conducted, one two miles north of Perkinstown and another near Yellow River."
Mrs. Ziegler of Westboro came to the city [Phillips] Friday to spend the Sabbath with her husband, who is
foreman of the tannery here. She returned to Westboro Monday. Phillips Times"
"Theodore Lummerding, Knudke and Erdman got the job of skidding and loading bark for the Rib Lake
Lumber Company on Section 16, Township 33, Range 3 East. There is about 1,000 cords in all."
County Clerk William Martin was in the village today and renewed his old acquiantances. He is the same old
jolly William of yore. He is a candidate for renomination for the second term, and will get it. The
Republicans of Taylor County never turn down a man who has made a good record while in office for the last
two years."
"East Rib Lake…"William Krueger, II, Fred Radtke, Sr. and Albert Ziemke, are clearing their land from
stumps."
"Clement Kelnhofer, the pharmacist, was offered a position in Suit's Drug Store in Medford, and went down
on Wednesday to accept the position. Mr. Kelnhofer is an all around good fellow, is well liked, and having
owned a drug store at one time, he surely has had much experience. The Herald joins his many friends in
wishing him success.
Rib Lake Bakery "Always carries a supply of fresh wheat and rye bread, rolls, cakes, pies, buns, etc. soft
drinks, cigars, tobacco, pipes, canned goods, groceries, cookies, candies, fruit, ice cream on hot days, etc,
lunch counter in connection, meals at all hours, Jacob Kapitz, Proprietor
State of Wisconsin county court for Taylor County in probate. "In the matter of the estate of W.A. Osburn,
deceased." "On reading and filing of petition of Donald Kennedy of the Town of Rib Lake…representing that
W.A. Osburn, a resident of the State of Pennsylvania, died intestate, in the month of December, 1901, in the
City of Dubois, State of Pennsylvania, and that he left an estate to be administered in the County of Taylor in
State of Wisconsin consisting of 55 shares of the capital stock of the Rib Lake Lumber Company and that at
the time of his decease, he was indebted to the J.J. Kennedy Lumber Company, a corporation, in the sum of
$5,000 with interest, which indebtedness has not been paid, and praying that Donald Kennedy may be
appointed administrator of the estate of said W.A. Osburn deceased; ¶ it is ordered: that said petition be heard
at a general term of said court, to be held in and for said county at the courthouse in the City of Medford,
County of Taylor, State of Wisconsin, on the third Tuesday in September, 1902, being the 16th of September,
1902. ¶ It is further ordered: that notice be given by publishing such notice at least three
weeks successively previous to the time appointed to the Rib Lake Herald, a weekly newspaper published in
the Town of Rib Lake, in said county. ¶ Dated Aug. 18, 1902, by J.C. Hobbs, county judge."
"The United States Leather Company is improving its plants since the day on which they obtained possession.
The bark mill was shifted from the south to the west side of the Leach House. The Leach House was extended
on the south side and 6 new leaches put in. Two tanbark presses will be put in place to press tanbark for fuel.
A 60-ton railway scale will be constructed on the track running parallel with Fayette Ave., and will be used to
weigh hemlock bark on cars. Steel is being laid through the yard so that bark may be unloaded from cars in
any part of the yard."

Goodwin appeared to have a general store in Rib Lake for
approx. 1 year judging from the Rib Lake Herald ads.

This appears to be in respect to the planned extension of the
Omaha line from Hewey to Medford, which in fact was never
built. According to a former client, grading did occur on the
Shalatka farm, 3 miles north of Medford.

Here the Rib Lake Lumber Company is loading bark for
shipment to the tannery.
Martin lived in the Town of Greenwood just south of the Rib
River. I believe one of his sons was Ed Martin - famous Rib
Lake historian.

RPR believes that Kelnhofer purchased the house on the NW
corner of 2nd and Division Street in Medford.

Apparently he replaced Brede. This is Jacob Kapitz' first ad in
Herald.
W.A. Osburn was a resident of the City of Dubois,
Pennsylvania, at the time of his death in December, 1901.

8/29/1902

RLLC

"The Rib Lake Lumber Company is overhauling its sawmill, so that it will be good shape when it is started up
again. They are enclosing the boiler room with a brick wall and iron roof, thus making it proof against fire.
Their new office building is ready for the plasterers. New roofs will be built over the dry kilns, the same will
be used as sheds for basswood and hardwood. In the woods they are building a 4 mile extension to the
railroad, which brings them within 2 miles of Bradley's road. ¶ F.J. Hintz has built an engine house for his fire
engine and hose. ¶ The Rib Lake Lumber Company is building a dwelling house on Church St."

The comment regarding building a formal extension is in
respect to extending the railroad to the northeast from the
village, within 2 miles of the railroad constructed by William
Bradley southwesterly from Spirit Falls.

8/29/1902

Recreation

Dead heads were partially submerged logs.

8/29/1902

Politics

"The first launch on Rib Lake." "The first launch that ever sailed over the smooth waters of Rib Lake was
lodged Tuesday afternoon. Her name is "Iona". She is propelled by a screw driven by an 8 hp gasoline motor.
Messrs. Donald Kennedy and William Pringle bought her in Oshkosh. ¶ Young America and older people
watched her with interest as she clipped over the water Wednesday afternoon at the rate of 12 mph. ¶
Wednesday afternoon the two-bladed propellor encountered a "dead head" and broke. A new one, having
three blades, was fitted and worked satisfactory until in the afternoon, when it met some invisible obstruction
and broke. The boat lies disabled off the shore near the boat house. A new propellor has been ordered. ¶ She
will be used as a pleasure boat, when the "dead heads" have been removed from the water."
"Mister Peter Waschatka, a prominent man of Chelsea, is before the people for the office of sheriff. Pete is a
good, honest sort of a fellow, and would make a splendid sheriff. He is well known all over the county, and if
we believe in current rumors, will get the nomination under the Republican ticket. He is about as strong a man
politically as can be found in the Republican ranks of this county."

8/29/1902

RLLC

8/29/1902

Agriculture

8/29/1902

Tannery

9/5/1902

9/5/1902

I believe it was through his farm that laborers for the Omaha
railroad roughed in the proposed east-west railroad extension
from Hewey, which was never in fact built.

"Mr. H.E. Walker, president of the Rib Lake Lumber Company, has been under a doctor's care at his home in
Columbus, Wisconsin. His life was despaired of at one time, but at the present time - glad to say - he is out of
danger."
[An ad in the Herald]. "A farm for you in California. The Santa Fe [Railroad] will take you there any day in
September or October for only $33.00 from Chicago or $25.00 from Kansas City. ¶ Exceptional opportunity
for home seekers in magnificent San Joaquin Valley, California, money making investments. ¶ Write to
general post office, Achinson, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway, Chicago"

"Farmers are hauling their bark to the tannery. A few car loads were hauled from the woods by the logging
engine."
Rib Lake - Village "To bond village. Special election will be held for that purpose." Another column appears to call for a special
election to be held on the 27th of this month, for the purpose of bonding this village at the sum of $3,000. The
money received from the sale of these bonds is to be used for the building of a system of water works for the
fire protection, building a shed for our hose cart, and to buy hose, hose cart and accessories. ¶ The Rib Lake
Lumber Company and the United States Leather Company have agreed to pump water in the main free granted
as locations shall demand."
Church - Christ "Building the new church. ¶ Mr. Sam Hagan with a crew of men is building the new Church of Christ, and the The Church of Christ stood behind the old fire hall. It was
work is progressing rapidly under his skilled hands and those of his assistants. The building is not very large, torn down about 1970 when the congregation disbanded.¶ It
but if it cannot accommodate all who will attend, an edition will be built on."
stood on the east side of Pearl Street, 1 house south of Landall
Ave.

9/12/1902

Businesses

"Wood wanted. I will pay the following price per cord for wood delivered at my coal kilns in Rib Lake before A. Earnstein operated at least 2 wood kilns in Rib Lake. They
winter sets in: straight hardwood $2; mixed wood $1.50; round hardwood $1.75. A.Earnstein"
are pictured in the 1982 centennial book. In the same edition
under local and personals it is printed "Mr. Earnstein says the
Wisconsin Central [Railroad] offers him the free use of
charcoal kilns at several points on its railroad, and unless the
farmers hereabouts furnish him with wood this fall and winter,
he will close his kilns and locate somewhere else." [How
about this for a threat.]

9/12/1902

Railroads

9/12/1902

Hintz

Ads in The Rib Lake Herald include Southern Pacific advertising Chicago to California for $33 through tourist
cars "choice of routes, take any line from Chicago connecting with the Union Pacific at Omaha, Kansas City
or Denver or the real grand line at Denver, Colorado Springs or Pueblo or the Southern Pacific at New
Orleans, San Antonio or El Paso." In the same edition of The Herald the Frisco Railroad advertises "it
traverses a rich territory in undeveloped resoures; the territory containing unlimited possibilites for use for
agriculute, horticulture, stock raising, mining and manufacturing, and last but not least it is "the scenic route
for tourists."
"The Hintz Sawmill has a new whistle, called the chime."
One night the whistle was tied down in an open position as a
prank.

9/19/1902

Politics

WOMEN WILL VOTE. "Will cut a big figure in county and state school matters. ¶ The women's vote will
doubtless cut more a figure in school matters in the coming election than many think. In this village a large
vote will be cast in the women's clubs throughout the state and will become active in seeing that women cast
their votes for state and county superintendents. ¶ To make this matter a success, it is imperative that the
candidacing committee should be strictly non-partisan, and should make it distinctly understood that they are
candidacing for no candidate, but simply for the purpose of securing such a vote as will show that the women
of the place appreciate the right of sufferage in school matters. ¶ Clubs ought also to endeavor to get out the
vote in adjoining towns and villages where there are no clubs. There will be no registration in towns and
villages, so that the matter can be taken up at any time during October."

9/19/1902

Businesses

9/19/1902

Businesses

"Mr. H.E. Headstream, a watchmaker and jeweler of 21 years experience, has established himself in the
Gilbertson Building and is unpacking a nice line of jewelry and silverware. He quit the business 3 years ago
on account of defective eyesight, but his eyes are quite well again."
"Mr. Duncan McDonald has bought the Clendenning Hotel and taken possession. He is making some
alterations in the interior and when they are complete, will be a great improvement. Mrs. McDonald as a cook
has few equals, and if the old saying "the way to reach a man's heart is through his stomach" be true, the hotel
ought to have a big patronage. It will be fixed up for the accommodation of transcient trade. Mr. McDonald
will spend both time and money to make comfort for his borders."

9/19/1902

Schools

9/19/1902
9/26/1902

J.J. Kennedy &
family
Agriculture

9/26/1902

Bank
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Politics
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Germania
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J.J. Kennedy &
family
J.J. Kennedy &
family

"The number of scholars enrolled are as follows: kindergarten 58; first grade 44, second gade 43, third grade
33, fourth and fifth grade 47, sixth, seventh and eighth 34."
"William Kennedy left for Lake Forest, Illinois, to attend college."

BARE PINE LANDS. "Can be made to bear crops in abundance. ¶ Secretary Wilson with the Department of
Agriculture means to direct the attention and energies of his great department toward promoting a more steady
development of the great denuded pine tracts of the northwest. He believes that the people can be induced to
settle in the old pine regions if something can be done in the direction of selecting crops that are suited to the
soils. Secretary Wilson has just traveled over a vast area of the old pineries in the northwest. ¶ He recognizes
the fact that in many sections of Michigan, Wisconsin, Minnesota, excellent farming lands have been made
from the pine tracts, which were cut over by the woodsmen and then fire swept, but he also thinks that
thousands of acres of these lands which still remain vacant might be put to agricultural uses if the Department
scientists would direct their attention to the matter and would devise ways to a more speedy development of
the lands. ¶ Out of all this, the secretary believes plans may be turned which will rob those regions of their
present uninviting prospects and cause settlers who now have doubts of the availability of the land for proper
results
9/26/1902 (cont) Agriculture (cont) in agriculture to take hold of the proplem with greater alacrity."

9/26/1902

It sounds as if women were only allowed to vote in school
board elections. The Sept. 19 edition of The Herald also
includes "County Clerk Martin has promulgated the
notification by Secretary of State Froehlich of the official
opinion by Attorney General Hicks that "separate ballot boxes
shall be furnished at every election precinct in the state, and at
every primary, general, municipal or special election, for the
use of women desiring to vote on school matters, and separate
ballots also for the use of said women." [emphasis added]

These appear to be statistics for the school in the Village of
Rib Lake; there were multiple schools spread throughout the
towns of Rib Lake, Greenwood, etc.
This is a reference to a son of J.J. and Flora Kennedy.
I believe this is a reference to the Wisconsin Department of
Agriculture; at this time they were great proponents of farming
in the north and did not take not of the various conditions in
the north working against agriculture.

"Another bank" ¶ Mr. Peat of Duluth, who is to be the cashier at the proposed First National Bank of Rib
Already operating in Rib Lake in Sept. 26, 1902, was the Rib
Lake, was in the village Wednesday afternoon with Mr. Fred Shaw of Medford, for the purpose of sizing it up Lake State Bank. It is not to be confused with the proposed
and getting acquianted with the people. Mr. Peat was impressed with Rib Lake very favorably, and it is very First National Bank of Rib Lake.
likely that he will decide to accept the job. ¶ Now comes the question: can Rib Lake support two banks? We
cannot answer it. Let it suffice to say, that the promoters of this bank are shrewd businessmen and we believe
that if they saw there was no gain in it, they would not undertake the venture. The large burglar and fireproof
safe is here, and it is probable that the bank's temporary quarters will be in the room adjoining the Columbia
Pharmacy on the south."
The editor of The Herald unabashedly commented that people should vote Republican "also, this being an off
year, the county will go democratic - according to a source. "We hope not". ¶ Also on the front page the
urging "vote for bonds" a reference to the upcoming referendum on whether or not to vote indebtedness for the
village for money to put in a water system.
"A branch of the Germania Society was organized in this village Thursday evening with 8 charter members. It At the turn of the century, Rib Lake had a large Germanwill be known as McKinley Lodge #45"
speaking population.
"Mr. John S. Kennedy is being treated for typhoid fever at St. Joseph's Hospital at Chippewa Falls. He is
making a slow recovery."
"Miss Jeanette Kennedy returned from Battle Lake Sanitarium with much improved health."

10/3/1902

Rib Lake Village

"ALL VOTED FOR IT! Not one descending vote on the bonding question." "Contrary to expectation, there
was no opposition to bonding the village for fire protection. It was found that there were 30 votes cast and all
in favor of bonding the village. ¶ The president and clerk were instructed to purchase a lot on McComb
Avenue for the use of the village. On this lot will be erected a suitable building for the hose and cart."

10/3/1902

Hintz

10/3/1902

Tannery

"Frank Hass, who works in Hintz' shingle mill, was caught on a swiftly revolving shaft Wednesday afternoon
and was thrown quite a distance. Every bit of his clothing was torn from him. He sustained a few scratches
only."
"Locomotive for the tannery. A medium size switch engine is being unloaded from a flat car at the tannery.
The engine will do the switching in the yard."

10/3/1902

Tannery

10/3/1902

Railroad

10/10/1902

Businesses
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10/17/1902

"Mr. Jerry Kennedy, the tanner, who tendered his resignation to the United States Leather Company, left for
Michigan where he will have charge of the tannery. He will return in about 2 weeks for his family."
A sample official ballot for general Wisconsin election was within The Herald. Five people were running for
the position of "Railroad Commissioner", 1 each of the Democratic, Prohibition, Republican, Social
Democratic and individual nomination tickets.
"Notice to the public. Notice is hereby given that by mutual agreement the following merchants of Rib Lake
will close their stores and refuse to sell goods after the following hours: every evening at 8:30 o'clock except
Saturday when they will close at 11:30 o'clock. The stores will be closed all day Sunday. Each and every
merchant whose signature is hereto attached agrees and binds himself to pay a fine of $25 for each and every
offense contrary to this agreement or for selling goods on Sunday. signed Rib Lake Lumber Company Store,
George E. Hazen Company, Adams Furniture Company, George J. Kelnhofer, M. Christensen, Gommoll (sic)
& Taylor, M.L. Lemon, Cassie L. McDonald, E. Gilbertson, F. J. Hintz, Jacob Kapitz' and G.A. Clark. * read
"permitted to keep open Sunday afternoon."

McDonald family "Mr. Angus McDonald, who was in Rib Lake 20 years ago, arrived from Canada, where he visited, last
Saturday. His present home is in Ludville, Colorado. He is visiting his brothers, Allan, Hugh and Duncan".
Tannery
"Engineer Cooney set up the tannery locomotive and made a few trial runs with it Sunday. The engine is very
powerful."
Businesses
"The McDonald House, formerly Clendenning Hotel, has been overhauled thoroughly and is open for borders
by the day or week. The house has good accommodations for transcients."
Camp 4
"Mr. James McDonald, foreman in Camp 4 of the Rib Lake Lumber Company, will take his family to camp
this winter. This camp is 1 1/2 miles from Spirit Falls.

Physician

The last paragraph refers to the old fire hall, which was
immediately south of the village hall on McComb Avenue.
The village hall was moved to the old Clearview School
building on the former Rib Lake Lumber Company property
about 2001.

The tannery took the step of purchasing its own switch engine.
This relieved it of reliance on either the lumber company or
the Wisconsin Central Railroad to do the switching.
RPR does not believe that Jerry Kennedy is a blood relation of
J.J. Kennedy.

On the same page is a news article reading "another column
appears to be a notice of the merchants of Rib Lake that will
close their stores every evening at 8:30 o'clock and on Sunday.
They do not mean this as a drive at saloons or anybody else.
Sunday should be a day of rest for everybody, and the only
time when a merchant or a clerk may have rest is when the
store is closed. No fair minded person will insist on Sunday
work, but only that which is absolutely necessary."

The McDonald family was one of the earliest settling in Rib
Lake.

This is clear proof of the redundancy in numbering. The wellknown Camp 4 of the Rib Lake Lumber Co was just 1/4 mile
northeast of Wood Lake; the Wood Lake area camp took its
numbering after the Rib Lake Lumber Company was
purchased by US Leather. On Oct. 10, 1902, the Rib Lake
Lumber Co. was still locally owned and its Camp 4 is not to
be confused with the Camp 4 near Wood Lake built in 1906.

"Dr. Weichman of Appleton has come to Rib Lake to locate permanently, and holds forth at the office
formerly occupied by Dr. Werner, next to the drug store. The doctor is a graduate of the Illinois Medical
College. He can speak German. We have made it a point to call on him and found him to be a perfect
gentleman. ¶ His family consists of a wife and one child and they will take up housekeeping as soon as they
can find a house to rent."
Businesses
"Drug store is sold. ¶ Mr. James UpJohn, formerly of Mellen, has bought the stock of the Columbia Pharmacy
and rented the building. At the present time he is sorting out the stock to see what is needed. ¶ Mr. UpJohn is
a graduate of the University of Wisconsin in the pharmaceutical department and therefore may be depended
upon in the filling of prescriptions. He is a smart young businessman and deserves the people's friendship and
patronage."
Osburn Lumber W.A. OSBURN DECEASED. "Petition of J.J. Kennedy Lumber Company, a Taylor County Corporation,
The petition alleges that W.A. Osburn died Dec. 1901 without
Company & J.J. creditor."
a will, "in testate", in the City of Dubois, Pennsylvania. The
Kennedy & family
petition asks the court to appoint Donald Kennedy [a son of J.
J. Kennedy] as administrator of the estate.
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10/31/1902

"Mayor Rose of Milwaukee - Democratic candidate for Governor - arrived in the Village of Rib Lake by
special train. He will be escorted to the Opera House to speak."
[the front page] "The men on the Republican ticket. They deserve the support of every citizen who favors
clean, honest office order." "It is with pleasure that The Herald presents the readers with a biographical sketch
of the Republican candidates, to be voted at the coming general election, which falls on the 4th day of
November of this year. ¶ Every one of the Republican candidates is a man of honor and integrity and no voter
should hesitate to cast his vote for them. Moreover, every one of the Republican nominees is competent to fill
and discharge his duties for the office for which he is aspiring. ¶ County Clerk William Martin, who has
served one term and was renominated, is one of the pioneer citizens of Taylor County. Before being elected to
this office he resided on his farm in the Town of Greenwood, and was very popular there and in the Town of
Chelsea. He was born in Germany and moved to Sheboygan County about 30 years ago, later coming to
Taylor County, where he has lived every since. He held the office of town clerk in Greenwood for 14 years,
and spent two years as supervisor for the Town of Chelsea. He was a delegate to Milwaukee to receive
Prince Henry and help entertain him in that city. Mr. Martin has proven himself to be one of the best clerks
the county has ever had. Punctual, unassuming and obliging, and with a cheerful word for his neighbor, he has
the warm friendship of both republicans and democrats. Vote for him!.
On the same page is an article for Peter Waschatka. "Peter Waschatka, the independent Republican candidate
for sheriff was born at Beloit 41 years ago and there received his early school education. His ancestors are
Germans. He has lived in Taylor County about 23 years, for a short time in Rib Lake and Westboro, and
during the past 18 years at Chelsea. He was undersheriff for a short term 16 years ago. Mr. Waschatka has
friends wherever he is known, because he is honest, and cheerful and minds his own business."

The Herald goes on to endorse Wellington Haight for Sheriff,
W.E. Hibbard, Clerk for Circuit Court. A.A. Gearhart, County
Treasurer, Martin Connaught for Register of Deeds, Arthur J.
Latton as County Superintendent of Schools, John J. Cook as
District Attorney and John Logan as County Surveyor.

No explanation of the term independent Republican candidate
is made.

Railroads - RLLC "Mr. Mike McMahon is firing on the lumber company two spot [locomotives] since Tuesday." The #3 engine
of the Rib Lake Lumber Company, which was idle the past three weeks, has been repaired and has gone to the
woods." ¶ "Mr. Aylesworth, the engineer on the tannery locomotive, is displaying remarkable tact for a new
hand. To see him run the engine with big loads of bark up the steep grade, one would think he was a graduate
of the old school."
Politics
"Mr. F.X. Bonneville, the democratic nominee for county treasurer, is making a thorough canvas of the
The editors of the Rib Lake Herald were unabashedly
county. He belongs to Rib Lake, having lived in this town near Spirit Lake for some time. Mr. Bonneville is a Republican at this time.
good man for the office, and it is really too bad that he is on the wrong side of the fence."
Tannery & J.J.
"The US Leather Company is building a round house for its locomotive. Jerry Kennedy, foreman at the
Kennedy & family tannery, is moving to Michigan."
Businesses
"The new opera house. ¶ Carpenters and painters are putting the finishing touches on Bonneville's new opera Fire was a constant threat in the village at that time.
house. It is the finest building of its kind between Stevens Point and Ashland. On the first floor will be a
saloon, a barbershop, a dining room and a private room. On the second floor is the hall, stage, ticket office
and cloak room. The hall is large and resonant. The building is plastered throughout and the flooring is extra
#1 hardwood. On the outside it is covered with imitation steel, pressed brick siding. Few men would do what
Mr. Bonneville has done. His first opera house was not completed when fire destroyed it, and there was not
one cent of insurance on it. With renewed energy he set to work again and put up another building. He is
proud of it, as others would be."
Railroads "Beginning with last Monday, the railroad [Wisconsin Central] carrys the mail from Rib Lake to Chelsea. Up
Wisconsin Central to this time they have not sent a messenger here, and Mr. Lemon takes the mail to and from the depot. If the
company will pay him what he thinks will be reasonable, he will carry the mail for them. Heretofore, Rib
Lake mail was carried over a "star route". Star routes are routes to small places which are not situated on a
railroad, as a rule. The work of carrying the mail over star routes is given by the government to the lowest
bidders, who, usually, are contractors and they in turn sublet it to carriers who bid the lowest for the work."

11/7/1902

Politics

11/7/1902

Physician

11/7/1902

RLLC - Mill

11/7/1902

Tannery

"District Attorney M.A. Buckley, Democrat, elected. The county also elected a Democratic sheriff, Joe
Wicker."
"Dr. Werner is unpacking an x-ray machine and will set it up in his office. The machine is brand new, very
powerful and gives a spark about 15 inches long. It has many attachments for electrical treatment. Parties
wishing for an xray examination or electrical treatments will now be accommodated."
"The new steel roof on the Rib Lake Lumber Company's boiler room at the sawmill has been completed. The I note that it does not say it provides electric current for
company now has two dynamos in operation - one in the sawmill and the other in the planing mill. These two anything other than the mill. After the new mill was built
furnish [electric] current for the electric lights in the whole plant."
following the fire of 1914, large enough dynamos were added
to feed power into the power grid in 1924.
"The tannery people cannot use their railroad scale so far because the steelworks are too busy to fill their order
for rails and frogs, which will be needed to build a switch and track on the weighing platform."

11/7/1902

11/14/1902

11/14/1902
(cont)

Businesses

A front page ad for the George A. Hazen Company of Rib Lake advertises a variety of items for sale and
includes the following: "wanted! Will pay cash or trade for 500 bushes of potatoes delievered at our store at
highest market price on day of delivery. Also butter, eggs and all farm produce."
Railroad-Wisconsin "There has been some talk during the week to the effect that the Wisconsin Central [railroad] would extend the
Central & Railroad- Rib Lake branch to Spirit Falls, and run one train a day over it to carry passengers and freight. Upon first
RLLC
thought this would meet with the approval of the businessmen and the desire that it would prove to be more
than empty talk. After reflecting on the matter, however, it must be concluded the time for such train service
has not come as yet. The RLLC built an extension of many miles to the branch (the branch of William
Bradley's Marinette and Western coming from Tomahawk at Spirit Falls) to use it for logging purposes. It
cost them many thousands of dollars. They have an engine running back and forth on this road at all times of
the day. There is no telling how soon the cars will be loaded to return. The road is not the best and wrecks are
liable to occur when least expected. If a train were to be run over the branch at a certain time every day, the
track would necessarily have to be cleared and this would hamper the logging operation more or less. The
lumber company cannot afford to sacrifice $10-$50 per day for a few dollars received for passenger and
freight
Railroad-Wisconsin traffic which would go to the railroad company."
Central & RailroadRLLC (cont)

11/14/1902

Camps

11/14/1902

RLLC

11/14/1902

RLLC

11/14/1902
11/21/1902

J.J. Kennedy &
family
RLLC

11/21/1902

RLLC

"The United States Leather Company has two camps in the woods. William Pope is foreman in one and John
Kennedy in the other. The latter has gone into camp west of Chelsea with his crew."
"The RLLC and George Braun and H.A. McDonald have listed their land with the land department of the
Wisconsin Central [Railroad]. The railroad company has sold all of its land in this county, and the demand is
greater than ever. People who come to the company's land office at Milwaukee and Chicago to buy land, will
be sent up here same as before. This is praiseworthy action on the part of the railroad company."

This article implies that the existing line from Rib Lake to
Spirit Falls was owned by the RLLC. RPR recalls reading an
abstract of real estate on the east side of the village indicating
that the WC purchased the land for the railroad extension. It is
not clear to RPR that the line was not - in fact - owned by the
WC.

The railroad company lands were those received by the
company from the United States government as an inducement
to build the railroad through the county in 1873. It amounted
to every other section of land on either side of the railroad and
included every other section of land in the Town of Rib Lake.
¶ RPR takes the comment of the sale of RLLC land to mean
those lands which have already been logged over by the
company.

"Mr. Radicker, one of the stockholders in the RLLC, has gone to his home in Pennsylvania and will not return RPR would love to have data regarding the number of shares
until March. He is troubled with asthma and hopes that the change will relieve him."
of stock and the identification of stockholders of the RLLC.
"John A. Kennedy is doing a rushing business at cedar poles, posts, bolts and logs. He is a hustler."

Emphasis added to point out that this is not a reference to J.J.
Kennedy.
"New manager. Mr. L.A. Rousseau becomes general manager of the Rib Lake Lumber Company." Mr. L.A. Earlier editions of the Herald indicated that the lumber
Rousseau, for a long time of the firm of Rousseau and Shepard of Chelsea, has accepted the position of general company of Rousseau and Shepard of Chelsea was closing manager of the Rib Lake Lumber Company and went into that office last week. In a few days his family will presumably it had logged out the area.
come here and they will live in the new company house on Church Street. ¶ Mr. Rousseau has grown old in the
lumber business and has gone through a wide range of experience. There is every reason to believe that he
will fill the place with credit to himself and his company. He is well known to Rib Lake people and can count
a large number of friends in their ranks. Mrs. Rousseau is a member of the 20th Century Club and the ladies
of this organization, as well as many others, are glad that she will become a citizen of Rib Lake."
"E. H. Walker, President of the RLLC, and H.H. Whitney and J.R. Wheeler, Directors of said company, and
Here is another plug for the lowly hemlock that the company
all of Columbus, Wisconsin, were in the village from Saturday until Thursday. Mr. Wheeler took two deer
was trying to sell.
home with him. He shot one Wednesday near one of the company's camps northeast of Rib Lake. It may be
said that in the eyes of the local sportsman, he made himself famous in one day, for many of them are
sojourning in the woods of this county since the first day of the deer season without having had as much as one
shot at the fleeting animal. ¶ The RLLC has moved its office furniture and fixtures into its new office. This
new building was erected with a view to comfort for those who occupy it as well as to show off the
possibilities of hemlock. It is 5 rooms - the main office, occupied by Mr. Pringle; the shipping clerk's office
occupied by Mr. Miller; the secretary's office occupied by Mr. Donald Kennedy, the stenographer's office
occupied by Miss Walton and a private office. Some of the hardwood used for flooring and finishing in the
private office cost $100 per 1000 feet. The building is sided with narrow hemlock bevel siding that is a perfect
imitation of pine."

11/21/1902

Edwin Van Giesen INTERESTING LETTER. We take liberty to publish the following extracts from a letter to the editor of this
sheet from Mr. Edwin Van Giesen, government inspector of harbors, surveys and dredging and a citizen of Rib
Lake: "On board dredge Napolean Menominee, Michigan, November 13, 1902 [the letter goes on to describe
the dredging work at the harbor]."

11/21/1902

Railroad-RLLC

11/29/1902

Camp 7

12/5/1902

Edwin Van Giesen was the engineer that solved the problem
of getting the Wisconsin Central Railroad to Rib Lake. It was
his idea to fill in across Wellington lake, thereby avoiding the
high hills.

"The #1 locomotive of the Rib Lake Lumber Company has been side tracked at the planing mill to be
overhauled."
"The RLLC have started their 7th camp this week. Martin Richleu is the foreman."

Earlier that fall, the Rib Lake Herald noted that the RLLC was
operating at least 3 locomotives simultaneously.
This is another illustration of the duplication of numbers; see
discussion of Camp 4. This camp 7 is not to be confused with
the later Camp 7 along the Rib Lake-Spirit Falls railroad line
built by the RLLC after it was taken over by the US Leather
Co.

Railroad-RLLC

"The RLLC is building a large roundhouse for their locomotives. The structure, when completed, will put to
shame many a similar building owned even by such a big corporation as a railroad company. It is nicely
situated north of the mill, where it will be handy for night watch and at the same time it fills up a gap between
the dry sheds and blacksmith shop."

The roundhouse was built but not in the classical round form.
Rather, it was a rectangular shaped building which stored the
locomotives. Tracks ran both in and out. In other words, the
tracks ran right through the building.

12/5/1902

Rib Lake - Town

12/5/1902

Camps

BRIEF STATISTICS. "The Town of Rib Lake has 298 horses, whose value is $19,447 or an average of
RPR believes that this data was collected as assessed
$64.26 per head. It has 475 head of cattle, valued at $9,523 or an average of $20.05 per head. It has 56 sheep, valuations for personal property tax purposes.
36 swine, 283 wagons, carriages and sleighs, 51 gold and silver watches, 9 pianos, 28 organs and melodians
and 25 bicycles. Its citizens own $382 worth of bank stock; the merchants and manufacturer's stock is valued
at $121,000; logs, lumber and poles $81,495. It has 49,851 acres land valued at $311,185 and the buildings
and improvements thereon are worth $16,880. The land is worth an average of $15.89 per acre. ¶ The
assessed valuation of the Town of Rib Lake is as follows: personal property $251,874, real estate $553,437,
total $809,311."
SPIRIT RIVER. "James Radlicker, who had a camp on Spirit River, left for his home in Pennsylvania."
An earlier edition of the Herald indicated that James Radlicker
was a stockholder in the RLLC. It is possible that Radlicker's
camp supplied logs for the RLLC by way of the Spirit FallsRib Lake railroad.

12/12/1902

Railroad-RLLC

12/12/1902

J.J. Kennedy &
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12/19/1902
12/19/1902

12/26/1902

EXTENDED TO TOMAHAWK. "In about 10 days the logging railroad of the RLLC will be connected with
[William] Bradley's railroad at Spirit Falls. This is a very important thing for Rib Lake in the future. When
the connection is made, a train from Rib Lake can be run to Tomahawk to connect with the Chicago,
Milwaukee and St. Paul Railway (The Milwaukee Road)."

"The handsomest, and at the same time the costliest, Christmas present received by any young lady of Rib
Lake that we know of, is that of Miss Anna Mae Kennedy. She received a fine new piano, and it was
delivered to her home last Monday."
Tannery & RLLC TAX ROLL FOR TOWN OF RIB LAKE $26,000. "The US Leather Company and RLLC are assessed about
3 times as much as last year."
Camps
HAS A BIG CONTRACT. "Mr. Angus Kennedy, [a brother of J.J. Kennedy] took a contract to haul 4 million
[board] feet of hemlock logs for the RLLC this winter and is making vast preparations to accomplish it. He
expects to have about 15, 4 horse teams to do the hauling. Men will board at the Commercial House and the
teams will be kept in the company stable, which he has leased. The loaders in the woods will live in portable
camps, which will be moved from place to place as location will demand. All timber is on skids and the
average distance to the landing will be about 3 miles. ¶ He has a crew of men building a blacksmith shop and
warehouse on vacant land opposite Bonneville's opera house."
Agriculture
"Dairying Country is Northern Wisconsin. As this region has been one of the greatest pine lumber producing
regions of the whole country, so it is destined to be one of the greatest and most profitable and livestock
producing sections of this union.
¶The passing of the forests and an introduction of agricultural pursuits
have yearly proven the superiority of climate over that of more southern portions of this and adjoining states."

12/26/1902

Tannery

12/26/1902

Tannery

"W.B. Patrick, who is superintendent for the U.S. Leather Co. at Rib Lake, was at Spirit Falls, Wednesday,
buying hemlock bark."
"The tannery locomotive will have a bell instead of whistle, to give warning of its approach."

No note here regarding the WC owning this line. Note that
later litigation determines that the line was a common carrier
and not a private logging railroad.
Anna Mae Kennedy never married and for many years
operated the drug store in Rib Lake.

This is the first mention in the Rib Lake Herald of portable
camps. I take that to mean that buildings were on skids that
could be moved on the snow. Some companies - not in Rib
Lake - later used buildings erected on railroad cars, which
could be moved from campsite to campsite.

These are quotes from a promoter by the name of P.H. Madler,
who had recently taken a trip through northern Wisconsin. It
is illustrative of the general notion alive in Wisconsin at this
time that once we cut our forests down, we could turn the land
into profitable farms.
Is W.B. Patrick Walter Patrick, Sr.?
This indicates that the tannery had its own locomotive.

12/26/1902

RLLC - Store
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Attorney
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Railroad - WC
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Bank
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12/26/1902

"A Happy New Year!. We wish to kindly thank our many customers for their liberal patronage during the year This refers to Walter B. Patrick.
1902, for which we feel grateful and solicit a continuance of the same for the year 1903. We intend carrying a
much larger stock this year than heretofore, and will be prepared to sell you anything you may call for in all
lines. It will be a complete department store. If you are not our customer - be one, and begin the new year
right. Hoping to be favored with your trade, we remain yours for business, RIB LAKE LUMBER
COMPANY, STORE DEPARTMENT."
"The Rib Lake Herald by Hand and Vomestek published every Friday morning entered at the post office at Rib
Lake, Wisconsin, as second class matter."
"William Pringle, attorney and counselor at law. Fire, accident and life insurance, real estate and
This is an ad. No address is given so I assume the office was
collections…careful and prompt attention given to all matters entrusted to my care."
in Rib Lake. In the same edition G.W. Adams of Medford,
Wisconsin, advertizes as a lawyer "collections promptly
attended to".
"A notable wedding. Next Wednesday evening Ms. Christina Kennedy, eldest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. J.J.
Kennedy, will be married to Natt McDougall of Milwaukee at 8 o'clock, at the home of Ms. Kennedy. Only
the immediate relatives and very few out-of-town friends will be present for the ceremony, which will be
performed by the Reverend Dr. O'Hearn of Milwaukee. ¶After Feb. 3, Mr. and Mrs. McDougall will be at
home at Waverly, Iowa."
"Mr. William Kennedy, who attends Cornell College in New York, has come home to spend the holidays. He
reports nice weather in New York."
"The Wisconsin Central Railway Company leaves Rib Lake daily at 11:25 a.m. Arrives Rib Lake at 1:05 p.
m. Leaves Rib Lake at 4:20 p.m. Arrives Rib Lake at 5:50 p.m. The train leaving Rib Lake at 11:25 a.m.
connects at Chelsea with trains on the main line going north and south."

Advertisement "Rib Lake Bank E.C. Getchel, Manager 3% interest paid on deposits. Taxes paid for nonresidents. Collections a speciality. McComb Ave., Rib Lake"
Modern Woodmen Advertisement "M.W.A. Rib Lake Camp No. 890. The Camp meets every Saturday evening in Woodmen
of America
Hall. As benevolent and benefit for eternity, it is the cheapest, safest and best in the world. New members
received frequently - William Peterson, V.C., Charles Whittlinger, Clerk."
Physician

1/2/1903

1/2/1903

J.J. Kennedy &
family

"GRAND WEDDING. A PROMINENT RIB LAKE GIRL MARRIES A MAN FROM MILWAUKEE. "On
Wednesday evening, December 31, [1902], Miss Christina Kennedy, eldest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. J.J.
Kennedy of this village, and Mr. Nat McDougall, son of Mr. and Mrs. A.D. McDougall of Milwaukee, were
married at the home of Miss Kennedy. The immediate relatives and a very few intimate friends witnessed the
ceremony, which was performed by the Reverend Dr. O'Hearn of Milwaukee. ¶ The bride wore a white crepe
meteor with a bertha of duchesse lace. Her veil was held in place by a crescent of diamonds and peals, a
wedding gift from the bridegroom. ¶ The house is decorated throughout with evergreens, Alabama smilax,
holly, asparagas fern and white carnations. ¶ After refreshments were served, the greater part of the evening
was spent in dancing. Mr. and Mrs. McDougall departed for Waverly, Iowa, where they will live for a few
months."
Rib Lake - Village ORDINANCE #6. "An ordinance to regulate the running of saloons and the sale of intoxicating liquor in the
Village of Rib Lake. ¶ Section 3 "All such saloons, shops or places with strong spirits, malt, ardent or
intoxicating liquor is sold shall close at their doors promptly every Saturday night at 12 o'clock, and said front
door shall remain closed until 5 o'clock the following Monday morning." ¶ Section 4: "No such owner or
keeping of any such saloon...shall allow any signing, dancing or playing on violin, organ, guitar or piano about
such saloon, shop or place on Sunday." signed L.L. Taylor, President, Attest, George F. Braun, Clerk.
RLLC

About 1902 the Wisconsin Central Railway Company was
purchased by the Minneapolis, St. Paul and Sault Ste. Marie
Railroad [Soo Line]. The Wisconsin Central Railway Co
remained a wholly-owned subsidiary until 1962.

The minute books and meeting records of Rib Lake Camp 890
have been scanned in by RPR and exist under the heading
Modern Woodmen of America. See Disc II of Rib Lake
History, Document 10118ff.

Advertisement "Dr. O.E. Werner, Physician and Surgeon, with Dr. Senn of Chicago in 1890-1991. Surgeon to Same edition of the RLHe carries an ad for Dr. L.L. Taylor,
Rib Lake Hospital"
Physician and Surgeon, indicating office hours 9-12 a.m., 2-4
p.m., 7-9 p.m. Office on McComb Ave. So in 1902 Rib Lake
had at least 2 physicians.

1903
1/2/1903

I believe this is a son of J.J. Kennedy.

FAWN VALLEY. "Farmers in this part of the town are busy hauling logs, ties, bark and pulpwood to the
market now. The prices paid are fair but they do not like to wait so long before they can get their money.
Cannot the people who buy better their condition?"

1/2/1903

Schools

1/2/1903

Businesses

1/2/1903

Politics
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J.J. Kennedy &
family

1/9/1903

RLLC

1/9/1903

Church - Christ

1/9/1903
1/16/1903

FAWN VALLEY. "One of the grandest affairs that ever took place in the Fawn Valley School happened on
Christmas Eve when P.R. Heffernen and pupils entertained an overcrowded schoolhouse for 2 hours with
songs, declamations, recitations and other exercises benefiting the occasion. The peoples, to show their
appreciation of the good work being done in school, presented the teacher with a beautiful toilet set. All went
home well pleased with the performance of the evening."

Fawn Valley School stood in the NW NW, 32, 33 N 3E. The
1913 plat book shows within the same township the Wood
Lake School in NE NW, Section 21, and the Spirit Lake
School in NW NW, Section 8. This was the era of the small
gradeschool, each of which were managed by a single local
school district. In other words, rather than one unified district
as exists in 2007, there were many small districts.

The George E. Hazen Company, Inc., routinely ran an ad on the front page of the Rib Lake Herald throughout If this maple syrup was actually produced in Vermont and
1902. Its ad on Jan. 2, 1903 included "Hazen's pure Vermont maple syrup. Our own brand. $1 per gallon.
shipped to Wisconsin, it would be like hauling coal to New
Packed in quarts, one-half and one gallon cans."
Castle. ¶ The ad went on to advertise "fur coats, mackinaws,
canvas coats at prices lower than the lowest." The fur coats
here were not for women, but for men. All of these objects
were aimed at providing warm clothing for the lumberjacks.
"The taxes for the village next year will be very low, as the village and town are separate and distinct bodies.
The village board serves without compensation, and the other persons who are paid are the marshall, clerk,
assessor and treasurer - who is paid by fees. The board intends to cut the clerk's salary to $100 per year. The
assessor will be urged to dispatch his work promptly, and as the taxes will be low, the treasurer's fees will not
amount to much. The village receives $200 for every saloon license, while under the town management, that
body received only $100. There is no reason for thinking that the number of saloons will diminish after July 1,
1903, and the 9 saloons will pay the village $1800 for their privilege to sell intoxicating liquors. ¶ A system of
street lighting and street draining is urgent. $1000 ought to secure it. Of the $3000 raised for fire protection,
$1000 will be collected by taxes in 1905, $1000 in 1907 and $1000 in 1909. The board is determined to
support no paupers unless their claims for aid comply with all requirements prescribed by law."
"Messrs. Angus and John Kennedy will ship their household goods to Coeur d'Alene, Idaho, where they are
THIS IS THE FIRST MENTION OF ANY OF THE 4
going in two or three weeks. They will live not far from Sand Point, where J.W. Malkson moved a year ago." KENNEDY BROTHERS LEAVING RIB LAKE. ANGUS IS
FIRST. The reference to John leaving with Angus is
ambiguous. John probably refers to Angus' son, John E.
Kennedy.
"The big sawmill was started up last Monday morning and it is hoped that it will run without interruption until
the season's cut is finished. The company has 3 locomotives on duty again and it is expected that the logging
train and teams will haul enough logs to keep the mill busy all this winter and the greater part of the next
summer. Mr. Angus Kennedy has the contact (sic) to haul logs with teams and the change in the weather has
struck him just right."
"Thursday evening next week, the Willing Workers will give a box social at the Church of Christ. All young
ladies are requested to bring boxes filled with good things to eat. The boxes will be sold to the highest
bidders, and the young man who gets a box will eat the contents with the owner of it. Everybody is invited to
come. The proceeds will be used to pay a debt on the church."

This was a standard way to get to meet a girl and be able to
talk with her. ¶ Herman A. Rusch told RPR this story
regarding a box social held to raise funds for the old Mud
Lake School. The lumberjacks from Camp 7 were planning on
attending. They had the camp cook prepare pies and cakes.
The jacks bid on their own product and sat on the floor of the
school filling their tummies with the sweets made by the camp
cook.

Railroads - RLLC "A Mr. Myers of Merrill, Wisconsin is engineer on the #2 locomotive of the Rib Lake Lumber Company. Mr.
Bailey runs the #1."
Physician
BIRTHS. ¶ Dr. L.L. Taylor has handed to us the following report of births for the year 1902, which he has
I suspect that was for my aunt, Bertha Pauline Rusch.
attended himself. The report shows wonderful increase in the populaton of Rib Lake during the year, and when
the other doctors send in their report, the number will appear to be something far above the average in any
other place in northern Wisconsin, we beleive. ¶ [Then follows a list of 40 children, including "May 16,
Herman Rusch, a girl."]

1/16/1903

Railroads- RLLC

1/16/1903

Railroads "The train from Chelsea was late on account of snow drifts, and John did not get home until after 11 o'clock.
Wisconsin Central Ye editor was on that train too, and his fate was no better."
Agriculture
FARMERS INSTITUTE. " The Taylor County Farmer's Institute will be held at the courthouse in Medford
January 22 and 23 and every farmer in this county should make it a point to attend this meeting, which will be
conducted by F.H. Scribner, assisted by E. Nordman, Superintendent George McKerrow, Mrs. Adda F. Howie
and E.L. Abbahold.

1/16/1903

"The smokestacks for the roundhouse arrived yesterday."

The RLLC was in the process of erecting a roundhouse for its
locomotives. It was located to the north of the mill complex.
In 2007, the site would be on the east side of the Hanke gas
station. ¶ The building was not round, it was rectangular.
The track between Rib Lake and Chelsea was only 5 miles
long.
The program listed a variety of topics, including goats, sheep,
the silo in north Wisconsin, musical & literary programs,
clover and corn, dairy cows, cheese and butter, clean dairies
and "making farms". ¶ A number of the programs were
advertised to be in German. The German language was a
reflection of the heavy German immigration to Taylor County
occuring at that time. This would mean heavy German
language immigration, including Swiss, such as the Rueschs,
and Thums from the Austrian-Hungarian empire, as well as
many from the newly unified country of Germany. [Germany
was unified in 1871].

1/16/1903

Clubs/Orders

"A great many people in Rib Lake belong to more than one order. Therefore, by the joint installation of the
Royal Neighbors and the Modern Woodmen and the Knights of the Maccabees and Ladies of the Maccabees
occured Saturday evening, those people will regret that they cannot attend both of them. ¶The Knights of
Maccabees and Lady Maccabees will hold a joint installation of officers."

Rib Lake hosted a variety of orders and clubs at this time,
including Modern Woodmen of American, Royal Neighbors,
the 20th Century Club, Knights of the Maccabees, Lady
Maccabees.¶ The same article of the Herald listed "Lakeview
Lodge #227" "meets every Monday night in Maccabee Hall".
Rib Lake Camp #890, Modern Woodmen of American "meets
in its hall every Saturday evening. It is the strongest
benevolent insurance order in Rib Lake. Admission fees very
reasonable." ¶ K.O.T.M. Peerless tent #865 "meets every
Saturday evening in Maccabee Hall at 8 o'clock sharp.
Visiting members cordially invited to attend. A.R. Hyatt,
Commander, Tom Kunz, Record Keeper". ¶ Arthur J. Latton
in describing Rib Lake says "among the organizations, the
Good Templers was the first, followed by the Maccabees,
Modern Woodmen, Beavers, 20th Century Club, Odd Fellows,
Masons and Boy Scouts."

1/16/1903

People

William H. Bradley was the founder of the railroad called the
Tomahawk, Marinette and Western. This is the railroad which
connected with the Wisconsin Central south of Spirit Falls.

1/16/1903

J.J. Kennedy &
family

DEATH OF WILLIAM H. BRADLEY. "The Milwaukee Sentinel has a cut of William H. Bradley, the
millionaire and lumberman, who died at his home in Milwaukee Wednesday evening. Mr. Bradley was the
father of Tomahawk City, and it has been a pleasure to him to assist the citizens in building a beautiful city.
He cheerfully contributed of his wealth. Tomahawk boasts one of the finest hotels in the state, bank, store,
drug and hardware stores, and many other enterprises, all from Mr. Bradley's generous hands. "The
Tomahawk", one of the best weekly newspapers in Wisconsin and devoted to the welfare of Tomahawk, with
perhaps the best equipped office in the state, is all from his generosity. ¶ The First Episcopal Mission was
encouraged by him to the amount of $10,000, and so has it been until the entire community has come to love
him for his interest in their city and will long mourn his death."
"Messrs. D.B. Kennedy and Hugh A. McDonald went up the line last Monday."

1/23/1903

Businesses

"Mr. John Schill is putting up a lot of ice for many of the saloon keepers. He takes it from Little Rib."

This is a reference to the collection of natural ice prior to the
days of artifical refrigeration. It typically was stored in ice
houses under a thick layer of sawdust.

Arthur J. Latton referred to "Big Dan Kennedy" in his book:
Reminiscences of Taylor County: "In 1893 Shaws built a
tannery on the north side of Rib Lake. E.C. Getchel was
manager, Dan Kennedy managed the woods work…"

1/23/1903
1/30/1903

J.J. Kennedy &
family
RLLC

"Mr. Allen Kennedy, the blacksmith, has been on the sick list a number of days this week."

"Jumped the job. ¶ Ed Maxey, walking boss for the RLLC, has not showed up at the office since last Monday The walking boss was in charge of all of the camps and woods
and Mr. Richeleau, formerly foreman in Camp #6, has been appointed by the management to fill his position. operations for the lumber company. It was a crucial job.
Nothing definite is known at the office about his whereabouts, and it is now beleived that he got discouraged
or angry at something and threw in the sponge. The winter so far has been very unpleasant for loggers. He is
said to be an A#1 man in the woods."
2/6/1903
RLLC
"The annual meeting of the stockholders of the RLLC will be held in March."
As of November 23, 2007, RPR has been unable to learn of a
list of the stockholders.
2/6/1903
Rib Lake History "Rib Lake. ¶ Rib Lake is located on a branch of the Wisconsin Central Railroad, about 16 miles north of
This essay was apparently prepared by J.J. Voemastek, the
Medford and 6 miles east of Chelsea, on a most beautiful lake from which it receives its name. The
editor of The Rib Lake Herald, although the piece is not
surrounding country is bound by virtue of the intrinsic value of the soil become one of the foremost productive signed.
centers of Wisconsin. There is no town on the Wisconsin Central Railroad where there is more valuable
hardwood timber left than surrounding Rib Lake, and within a radius of 15-20 miles, hemlock, basswood,
birch, maple, elm, and oak are abundant. ¶ Rib Lake has a thrifty population of about 1200. Has 4 churchs one Catholic and three Protestant, one good school, one of the largest tanneries in the northwest, one large
sawmill and planing mill, one custom sawmill and shingle mill. There is ready sale for hemlock bark, also for
all kinds of logs. Large quantities of hemlock pulpwood are shipped from this station. We have charcoal kilns
here, one large opera house, 7 large stores, two livery barns, two millinery stores, two barbershops, one
newspaper and print shop, two large hotels, one of which has 150 rooms, one bakery and restaurant, one
drugstore, one dentist, three
2/6/1903 (cont) Rib Lake History doctors, one attorney, three blacksmith shops, two meat markets, and one taylor shop. In addition to Rib Lake,
(cont)
there are several small lakes that abound with fish, which attracts sportsmen from long distances."
2/20/1903
J.J. Kennedy & The J.J. Kennedy residence is destroyed by fire. ¶ The largest and most comfortable residence in Rib Lake,
This Kennedy house stood southeast of Second and Lake
family & fire
the home of Mr. and Mrs. J. J. Kennedy, was burned to the ground Monday. The fire broke out on the roof
Streets.
and spread rapidly in all directions until nothing remained of this handsome structure put a pile of ashes.
Immediately after the fire was discovered, there was a rush of people to the place to fight it and to save what
could be carried out. Most of the furniture was saved, but not without considerable damage. The mill hose,
tannery hose and the hose from Hintz' sawmill was connected up and a stream of water was poured into the
flames, but it was of no avail. ¶ The building was valued about $6000 and was partly covered by insurance.
Mr. Kennedy improved it last year at the expense of $2000. In the basement was a furnace, the house was
wired for electric lighting, heated by a hot water system, had a large bathroom and hardwood floors. ¶ The fire
is supposed to have originated from a defective chimney. ¶ Mr. J.J. Kennedy and his son, Donald, were out of
town, and Mrs. J.J. Kennedy and Miss Jennette were the only two members of the family at home. Mrs.
Kennedy has been under
2/20/1903 (cont)
J.J. Kennedy & a physician's care the past 10 days. The family now shares the home of Mr. and Mrs. D. McLennan. They
family & fire (cont) have the sympathy of the people of the Village of Rib Lake and others, and we have heard more than one
make the remark that Mr. Kennedy is having more than his share of misfortune the past two years. ¶ Our
readers will be pleased to learn that the house will be rebuilt this year."
2/20/1903

Railroads "The famous palace car "White Beauty", the finest [railway] car on earth, will be at Westboro February 26, 27 RPR takes this to mean that a photographer had a private
Wisconsin Central and 28 and March 1: Rib Lake: March 2-9; Chelsea March 10-12; making the finest class of photographic
railroad car transported from town to town. The photographer
work from $1 per dozen upwards."
would work out of the car.

2/20/1903

RLLC

2/20/1903 (cont)

RLLC (cont)

A CHANGE TO BETTER. "We haven't heard how Manager Rousseau feels since the cold spell has come on, Mr. Rousseau took over the management of the RLLC mill in
but, we venture to say that he cannot help but be in the best frame of mind. Since the day he laid his hand, for 1902 after running a mill in Chelsea.
the first time, on the helm of the gigantic lumbering institution known far and wide as the Rib Lake Lumber
Company, his ambition was and is today to make a good showing. However, he found everything but smooth
sailing. He was a stranger to the workmen- they did not know him. The topography of the vast territory in
which the company operates was new to him. The business may be divided into four large branches: logging,
manufacturing, marketing, buying and paying out wages. ¶ No one person can become thoroughly acquainted
with these departments in one day. The little ins and outs are too numerous for that. But as time goes on, Mr.
Rousseau finds the sailing smoother. Most the time since he has come here the weather has been against him,
in other words, it was too soft [warm] for logging, but the present cold weather has given him an opportunity
to show his ability. The lake is being covered with logs very rapidly and the logging trains find it no
difficulty to supply the mill, which runs without interruption. The planing mill would run steadily, too, if there
was no car famine. We have never doubted but that Mr. Rousseau would show his sterling qualities if the
opportunity presented itself."

2/20/1903

Germania

2/27/1903

Bank

"German [language] instructions given Wednesday and Saturday afternoon from 1:30-4:00. $2 per month.
Mrs. Eda Eck."

FIRST NATIONAL BANK OPEN. "First National Bank of this village has opened its doors for business and
Cashier Bryden informs us that deposits have been received every day. It being a national bank, it is predicted
that people will patronize it liberally. ¶ The stockholders of the bank and its officers are ranked with the best
citizens of the state, the bank has nice fixtures, fire and burglar proof safe. The institution, therefore, is one of
the safest for depositers."
3/6/1903
Rib Lake Village & TELEPHONES FOR RIB LAKE. "The village grants franchised to T.R. Bigley and F.M. Shaw. ¶ The village
Utilities
board at its session in February granted a franchise to Messrs. T.R. Bigley and F.[Fayette]M. Shaw to build
and operate a telephone system in this village for a term of 10 years. They are bound by the contract to have
the system completed and in operation by the first of September, keep it in good working order at all times,
and charge a reasonable fee for the use of the instruments. They will also build a toll line to Chelea through
Greenwood and will install one instrument in Mr. Thums' house in Greenwood. ¶ The system will be one of
the latest automatics. On every instrument will be a dial, and when a person wishes to call another, he will
turn the dial to the number of the one he wishes to call and ring the bell. One great advantage of the system is
that it is always at command. The subscribers may converse with each other at any time, morning, noon,
evening, night or Sunday. The system is so nicely arranged that it is impossible to cut in upon another two
persons who are conversing, and not one word of their speech can be heard by a third party. ¶ Mr. Bigley has
made the statement that
3/6/1903(cont) Rib Lake Village & the greater the number of instruments they can put in, the lower the rates will be. He hopes to make the
Utilities (cont)
system popular with the people. With connections with Greenwood, Chelsea and Phillips-Medford line, it is
bound to be so."
3/6/1903
Tannery
TANNERY TO BE IMPROVED. "Plans for proposed improvements are ready. ¶ The United States Leather
Company will make extensive improvements on their tannery in this village the coming summer. The roll loft
and dry loft being such a long distance from the steam supply, much of the steam pipe to the two lofts for
power and heating is lost through condensation, and is a cause of big fuel items. To obviate this waste of
steam, the company has decided to concentrate its plant by raising the yard to 2 stories, the beam room,
scrubbing room and fleshing machine being on the first floor, and the roll and dry lofts being on the second
floor. This change will require an outlay of many thousands of dollars, and will have a tendency to convince
the people of Rib Lake and vicinity that the company numbers this tannery amongs its best possessions, and
that so many improvements would not be made if the future did not require them."
3/6/1903
RLLC
"Many of the lumberjacks are seen on our streets nowdays and it is a common site to see walking distilleries in
the form of human beings. A due respectful, moral citizen should be jealously guarded by our public officials
and anything inconsistent with public respect for all should be rewarded by a term in the "cooler"."
3/6/1903
Post Office & Konz "We are to have a new postmaster in Greenwood. It is to be Mr. Steve Konz, who lives in section 13, range 3
east. The post office from Sams is to be moved there. The new location is the better place for all of the
farmers living east of there. Mr. Konz will make a good postmaster."

3/13/1903

RLLC

3/13/1903

J.J. Kennedy &
family & RLLC

ROUSSEAU IS RETAINED AS MANAGER. "Stockholders of the RLLC held their annual meeting at the
company's office in this village on Tuesday and Wednesday of this week. The following were present: E.H.
Walker, Daniel Grady, F.E. Griswold, J.R. Wheeler, and W.C. Leitech of Columbus, Wisconsin, John Bunnell
of Grand Rapids, Michigan, F.C. Sanborn of Ashland, and James Radiker and Hugh Mucullough of
Pennsylvania. ¶ The following new officers were elected: E.H. Walker, President; F.A. Chadbourn, Vice
President; William Pringle, Secretary and Treasurer; and L.A. Rousseau, Manager. ¶ The prospects of the
company for the coming year are very good. With the officers elected the company's business will be
conducted on correct principles and the price of stock will go up. ¶ Since the first of January, the number logs
banked, reached the round figure of 18 million feet. Camp 5, which was located in Greenwood, has broken.
Angus Kennedy hauled about 2 1/2 million and the Crowell Brothers, about 1 1/2 million."
SOLD OUT. Messrs. J.J. Kennedy and Donald Kennedy have sold their stock in the Rib Lake Lumber
Company." (emphasis added)

There must have been enough interest in learning the German
language, that people would pay for a private tutor.
This was the second bank in Rib Lake, the first being the Rib
Lake [State] Bank run by E.C. Getchel.

For many, many years the Rib Lake Telephone Company was
independent. John Eckhoff, about 1985, sold the Rib Lake
Company and it became part of a much larger operation.

At the time Rib Lake had its own jail, "the cooler".

I doubt that the legal description is accurate. If they are
referring to section 13, township 32 north, range 3 east, as of
1913 plat book, there was no road within 3 miles of that
section. Christopher Barney, President, Wisconsin Postal
History Society, wrote the history of Sams in Rib Lake
History Document CD, #11003. The CD is available at the
Rib Lake Public Library.
This Camp 5 is not to be confused with a later Camp 5 erected
north of Wood Lake. ¶ J.J. Kennedy's brother, Angus
Kennedy, remains active, apparently in charge of sleigh
hauling of logs.

Absolutely no explanation in the paper regarding this sale.

3/13/1903

3/20/1903
3/20/1903
3/27/1903

RLLC

THE BIG SAWMILL. ¶ "Hearing so many fatal remarks about J.E. Hazelton and the RLLC sawmill, we took The mill at this time apparently did not have a band saw. That
a ramble through that large manufacturing plant one day this week, to see if the reports were out of order or
came with the 1915 new mill.
not. We must say that never before have we found such a busy place in this section of the country.
Everything is hustle, whistle and buzz; the machinery waits for no man. The mill, when the two circular saws
and resaw are running, average 100,000 [board] feet per day. The sires are Eric Dahlberg and August Burrow;
Ben Griffin is the filing and Charles Whittlinger the engineer. What impressed us most was the fact that every
man has his place, knows what to do and no time is wasted. The total mill force number is about 65 men. ¶
Mr. Hazelton, the foreman, is the right man in the right place. Since he has taken charge of the mill, we are
told, he has had less trouble with it than any other man, so far, in that position. Thus it is not so surprising
when we learn that he is a practical millright and was in charge of the mill at Merrill, Wisconsin for 5 years. ¶
From every point of view, the mill of the RLLC today is classified with the best mills in Wisconsin."
Railroads "There have been over 100 cars of steel unloaded at Chelsea this spring. It is 85 pound steel. The Wisconsin
Wisconsin Central Central will lay new steel and gravel the road from Abbotsford to Prentice this coming summer."
J.J. Kennedy & "Mr. William Kennedy has gone to Waverly, Iowa, where he will be employed in railroad work."
RPR takes this to be in reference to a brother of J.J. Kennedy.
family
Tannery
"Tannery will not be improved." "Instructions from the headquarter of the United States Leather Company at This is quite a reversal since earlier in 1903 the tannery had
New York were received by the superintendents of all Wisconsin tanneries that no improvements, only such as announced a plan for major improvements at Rib Lake.
are absolutely necessary, are to be made on Wisconsin tanneries this year. A taminated statement of the
company shows the Wisconsin tanneries have cost them the most of any, and they have decided not to put
another dollar into them until they have earned more. ¶ In the comparison of cost of improvements and
running expenses, the Wisconsin tanneries stand as follows, taking one as the lowest: Stanley 1, Rib Lake 2,
Prentice 3, Mellen 4 and Medford 5. The latter is at the top notch. Stanley tanneries make the best showing
because it has the most of modern machinery. Rib Lake, which is second, really ought to have first place,
because it is not up to date in equipment. ¶ The comparison of Wisconsin tanneries with those in the east is
not fair to the former. The latter are equiped with modern machinery and the buildings are substantial. Then,
too, the US Leather Company was forced to pay a large sum for the Shaw tanneries to get them."

4/3/1903

Banks

4/3/1903

J.J. Kennedy &
family
J.J. Kennedy &
family

4/3/1903

4/3/1903

NEW CASHIER. "Mr. Thomas Begley, who for several years has had charge of the tannery office, has
resigned and accepted the position of cashier of the First National Bank, beginning April 1. ¶ Mr. Begley
came to Rib Lake about 6 years ago to keep books in the tannery office for Mr. Shaw. When the tannery
changed hands he retained his position. During these years he has acquired much valuable experience in doing
business. The people will always find him on the spot and accommodating."
"Mr. J.J. Kennedy has returned from his trip to the south, where he went to recuperate. He says that he feels
This comment about his being sick comes out of the blue.
quite well now. While away he visited many large cities in route home."
Mr. Angus Kennedy has offered his house and lot for sale. It’s a nice property, good location and ought to
Angus was one of the three brothers of J.J. Kennedy. For
bring a good price."
information on the Kennedy's, see "Movers and Shakers: Cast
of Characters to Early Rib Lake History", Doc. #12269.

Railroads "If there is anything that's here to create a favorable impression of the town by travelers and businesses is its
What sarcasm. The people of Rib Lake had long complained
Wisconsin Central railroad accommodation. However true this may be, us backwoods people here in Rib Lake should not
of the depot which, at this time, consisted of a boxcar.
grumble when we are blessed with such convenience as exists at present. ¶ To begin with we have a structure
for a depot that commands the admiration of all. It served its apprenticeship in railroading, in the capacity of a
boxcar on a wayfrieght and on account of strick adherence to duty, it was promoted step by step, to its present
position of honor, trust and usefulness. The accommodation extended when this imposing building is ample.
While waiting for trains [which by the way is never more than 6 hours ahead or behind time] ladies can always
be accommodated with a package of freight or the soft side of a dry goods box for a seat, and gentlemen can
spend their time in polishing their shoes while walking through the cinders on the platform, which never under
any circumstances reach a depth of more than three inches. When trains come along, the well-known warning
"All Aboard" is heard and the traveler enters a combination days coach, which is noted for its dazzling beauty

4/3/1903 (cont)

4/3/1903 (cont)

4/3/1903
4/10/1903

Railroads and neatness. The floor is scrubbed daily with a secretion known the medical world as sputum, well charged
Wisconsin Central with the juice of the tobacco plant, which is very pleasing to the scent of the lumberjack but slightly
(cont)
disagreeable to others whose factory nerves are more sensitive. The windows are thoroughly washed every
time it rains and the stove polished whenever such men as Horace Greely or W.J. Brian stumps the nation for a
presidential election. ¶ When all is ready faithful "Nancy" makes a start, provided there is enough steam left
after blowing the signal whistle. Nancy is a little antiquated, but not enough to speak about, being only the
second model of locomotive ingenuity. She is a reliable machine and performs daily service which would
make the more modern type of engines blush. She is always on the track except when she's in the ditch and
strains every one of her steely nerves in an effort to connect with her sister trains on the main line at Chelsea
and succeeds in doing, unless they have reached Ogema or Abbotsford before she commences to slide from
Rib Lake. Some of her distinguishing features are the beauties of her jacket, which is a cross between the
zebra and leopard as
Railroads regards stripes and spots, and last of all, her boiler which will never explode if the water is never raised to a
Wisconsin Central boiling temperature. She always carries a liberal supply of oil absorbed in jackets, caps and overalls cause
(cont)
they applied to hot boxes or gearing in case the squeaking can be heard at greater distance than 3 1/8 miles. ¶
No rebates are ever given but the full payment of fairs is always insisted upon, which is only just, due to the
unsurpassed courtesy of the management and no free passes are ever granted to anyone except the agility of
one is great enough to secure accommodations on a load of pulpwood unseen by the trainmen. A little
competition is talked of in the future but we hope it won't materialize so we are not sure if we all get all the
modern conveniences that we will be able to keep pace with this world of progress. Signed P.R. Heffernan.
RLLC
"Mr. William Pringle, Secretary and Treasurer of the RLLC, attended the meeting of stockholders of his
company at Milwaukee on Monday."
J.J. Kennedy & "Mr. William Pringle, Secretary and Treasurer of the RLLC, attended the meeting of stockholders of his
family
company at Milwaukee on Monday."Messrs. Angus and John Kennedy will go out west next week to see the
country, with a view to locate."
The Taylor County Treasurer publishes a long list of tax delinquent lands. They include over 40 quarter
quarter sections in Town 33, 2 East, and 20 40s in Town 33, 3 East.

This is the first mention of a stockholder meeting in
Milwaukee.
An earlier edition of the Herald had mentioned the western
craze - the growing interest in people to move out west. Who
is "John"? Is it J.J. or John E. Kennedy, son of Angus?

4/10/1903

Tax Delinquency

4/10/1903

Bank

4/17/1903

Rib Lake Town

4/17/1903

Rib Lake Village

4/17/1903

J.J. Kennedy &
family

4/17/1903
4/17/1903

Library
Camp

"Miss Anna Mae Kennedy is the new librarian."
"James McDonald, better known as "Big Jim" has moved his camp or headquarters from Section 19, Town 34, The first site, located in Town 34, would be in Price County.
4 East, to Section 16, 33-3 East. Jim is a good, all around woodmen and the RLLC is pleased with him."
It was probably served by trains using the Rib Lake-Spirit
Falls line. ¶ Section 16, 33 North, 3 East was bisected by the
same railroad. It contains "Mud Lake".

4/17/1903
4/17/1903

Tannery
RLLC

"The US Leather Company is to have but one bark camp this season."
"RLLC has put up guards on their tramway passing over the street to prevent boards and other things from
falling down onto the street below."

There is an advertisement for the First National Bank of Rib Lake "Capital stock $25,000. L. Sperbeck,
President, D. McLennan, Vice President and T.R. Begley, Cashier." "It is our purpose to deal justly and
liberally with all. Our patrons receive every courtesy and accommodation within the range of prudent
banking."
Newly elected chairman Jay H. Schaack, Supervisors Carl Freiboth and M. Johnson, Clerk P.R. Heffernen,
Treasurer Jay Schreiber, Assessor Theordore Lummerding, Justices P.R. Heffernen, David Ross, Leo
Dietzmon, Paul Seidel, Constable H. Freiboth and H. Gnotke.
Newly elected Presidence F.J. Hintz [takes the place of Taylor], Supervisor George Kelnhofer, Clerk George
F. Braun, Treasurer C. Degroat, Assessors H. Voss, Justice O.A. Labard, Constable John Curran.
Mr. D.B. Kennedy [RPR believes this reference is to Daniel B. Kennedy, a/k/a "Long Dan"] has bills out
advertising his house of goods for sale. As he is going out west soon, it is better for him to sell his furniture,
etc, and avoid paying big freight bills at his destination."

These would be lands that had been cut over and no one
thought them worthy of farming or a settlement. ¶ Taylor
County had sales of tax delinquent land by public auction as
late at the 1970s. Shortly after that land values rose so that all
land had value, at least in some people's eyes.

This comment regarding D.B. Kennedy joins Herald articles
earlier in 1903 indicating William Kennedy is going to
Waverly, Iowa and Angus Kennedy has put his house up for
sale and intends to move out west.

Compare this to 1902.
Apparently the tramway over McComb Ave. existed at this
time.

4/17/1903

Law

4/24/1903

Railroads- RLLC

4/24/1903

Schools &
Forests/Wood

4/24/1903

J.J. Kennedy &
family
Rib Lake - Village

4/24/1903

AGAIN IN TROUBLE. "Alsie Bonneville was arrested last night by Marshall Kemp on a charge of assault
with intent to rape. The complainant is Ms. Eva Nichols, employed at the Wisconsin House. She is 16 years
old. The hearing was before Police Justice George Clark this afternoon (Friday). District Attorney Buckley
represented the state and Attorney Flynn the defendant. Ms. Nichols testified the Alsie Bonneville accosted
her under the tramway on McComb Ave., Thursday evening at about 9 o'clock, seized, dragged her down the
track into the lumberyard, threw her down, threatened to gag her if she persisted in calling for help and made
her a criminal offer. She succeeded to break loose and ran to the hotel. ¶ The girl's mother was at the hearing.
Justice Clark bound the defendant over to the next session of the circuit court, which will be held in June and
fixed the bond at $500. Up to the hour of going to press, we are told that no bondsman could be secured."
ONE ENGINE MORE. "The RLLC has leased one engine from the Wisconsin Central Railway; the same
arrived from the shops at Fond du Lac this week. The work on the logging road is expanding to such large
proportions that the company was compelling to take this step. This engine has increased the number of the
company's locomotives to 4."
"May 1st has been designated by the governor (Robert La Follette) of the State of Wisconsin as Arbor Day. In
order to promote protection to trees and birds and to cultivate an appreciative public sentiment with respect to
them, he recommends "that the day be observed by all schools, colleges and other institutions of learning with
plantings of trees, the adornment of school and public grounds and other suitable exercises. The Rib Lake
public schools will, therefore, on this day attempt to arouse a deeper interest and to cultivate a greater love for
birds and trees by having appropriate exercises. The forenoon will be spent with the planting of trees and in
beautifying the grounds. The literary program will begin at 1 o'clock in the afternoon. The school board,
parents and all those interested in the schools are cordially invited to attend the exercises."
"Mr. John S. Kennedy is putting on a hardwood ceiling in his house."

In 1902 Alsie Bonneville was found not guilty on the charge
of murdering a man in Rib Lake.

This makes 4 locomotives working at the same time.

This is the first comment regarding sustainability of trees that
RPR has noted in the Rib Lake Herald.

A.C. McComb writes a glowing letter regarding Rib Lake.
This is the former Rib Lake entrepreneur who gave his name
to McComb Avenue.
THREE LARGE BARK CAMPS. "The RLLC is making vast preparations to put in three big bark camps this One or two issues before this the Rib Lake Tannery
week. One will be on section 7, Town 34, Range 3 East, James McDonald foreman, the second will be on
announced it was only opening one camp this season. It looks
Section 15, Town 34, Range 3 East, Angus McDonald foreman, and the third will be in Section 11, Town 34, like RLLC was taking up the slack. Each of these camps are
Range 3 East, Martin Richelieu foreman. Each camp will employ about 90 men, and about 6,000 cords of
located in Price County. ¶ RPR believes this demonstrates the
bark will be peeled. The men will get good was [sic] and good board. Camps will be started as quick as the
economy of the RLLC operation: the company cut the trees,
weather permits."
peeled and sold the bark and then sawed the hemlock logs for
lumber.

5/1/1903

Camp - Bark &
RLLC

5/1/1903

J.J. Kennedy &
family

5/1/1903

RLLC

5/1/1903

Railroads- RLLC

5/1/1903

Camp - Bark

5/1/1903

J.J. Kennedy &
family

5/8/1903

Spirit

"Richard N. Leeper of Westboro has done with their logging on the Spirit River, in Lincoln County, and are at The Spirit River was extensively used for log drives. The last
home. Besides upward of a million on their own account, they drove 3 million for other parties, into
log drive in Price County occurred there about 1910,
Tomahawk."
according to Fred Smith of Phillips - according to a sign next
to the Concrete Park.

5/8/1903

RLLC

"No sleep for watchmen. ¶ The RLLC has received an electric watchman's clock and the apparatus will be
installed in the mill as soon as possible. There will be at least 8 stations on the premises at different localities,
and the watchmen will go from one station to another, in rotation, all night long. At every station he will
insert a key into a receptacle and the moment he does this, the paper dial on the clock in the office will be
punched. In the morning a look at the chart will reveal how often the watchmen visited each one of the
stations."

"Mr. D. [Daniel?] B. Kennedy and family left for Washington [state] Thursday night, where Mr. Kennedy will
be employed by a large lumbering concern. They were accounted among the oldest and most respected
citizens of Rib Lake and will be greatly missed in our circles."
"One of the niggers in the RLLC mill is out of commission and can't hook men roll the logs on the carriage." A nigger was a mechanical device that secured the log to the
saw carriage.
"The RLLC has a crew of 15 men and a train ballasting the logging road in swamp places. About 3 miles of
RPR suspects this is placing fill around railroad ties.
road will be filled."
"The US Leather Company will locate their bark camp near Harper's Lake. John S. Kennedy is to be the
foreman. They will put in a large crew."
"Mr. Angus Kennedy and son John returned from the west this morning (Friday) and report that they will
The same edition of the Herald reports that D. B. Kennedy and
return in 2 or 3 weeks and take their families with them. They will locate in Washington [state]."
Angus Kennedy are moving to the State of Washington.

5/8/1903

RLLC

"Will not build new houses. ¶ The RLLC has decided to build no more houses for rent hereafter, and is
disposing of the houses which it now owns. Several reasons are assigned for these actions, the principal one
being that people who own their own homes here take more interest in their work and the welfare of the town.
This is very true. Another fact too true about the majority of people who rent houses, is that they will not take
care of them, and repairs, insurance taxes and collection of rent leave little margin of profit on the investment."

5/8/1903

J.J. Kennedy &
family

"Messrs. Angus and John Kennedy [This reference to John is to John E. Kennedy, the son of Angus, not J.J.
Kennedy] have decided to ship their household goods to Cordelaine, [sic] Idaho, where they are going in 2 or 3
weeks. They will live only about 60 miles from Sand Point, where Mr. and Mrs. J.W. Malkson moved about a
year ago. The country is beautiful and the climate very delightful."

5/8/1903

J.J. Kennedy &
farmily
J.J. Kennedy &
family & History 5/9/1903

5/8/1903

5/8/1903 (cont)

5/15/1903

5/22/1903

"Mrs. F.B. Hand arrived from Hurley on Monday to visit her sister, Mrs. John E. Kennedy, who is to leave
with her husband and Mr. and Mrs. Angus Kennedy for Idaho, soon.
"One after another Rib Lake pioneer settlers is moving away to near and far points of the globe, and by and by
we shall see few, if any, in our midst. Within the next two days we shall see two families departing for Coeur
d'Alene, Idaho. They will leave the place well known to them - full of acquaintances and pleasant as well as
some sad reminiscences to make their home in a strange land, to become acquainted with new faces, to seek
fortune, happiness and health. It is hard to part with the old place, old friends and relatives. Mr. Angus
Kennedy came to Rib Lake on the 9th of August, 1882, with his brother, J.J. Kennedy, and several men. They
cut their way through the woods from Chelsea around Black Lake and Little Rib. The first night they camped
on a spot in front of the house now occupied by Mr. and Mrs. Pringle. That year was noted for its wet fall and
work on the log boarding house, log barn, and subsequently the sawmill, progressed very slowly. The first
year the lumber was hauled to Chelsea, where the lumberyard was located. It was fully two years after that
when the Chelsea-Rib Lake branch [of the Wisconsin Central Railway] was built. Mr. Kennedy came from
Spencer,
J.J. Kennedy & and the following year his family came from New York state. Gradually the wild forest gave way to the saw
family & History - and ax and civilization followed until today we have here a nice little village with a population exceeding 1000
5/9/1903 (cont) souls. Mr. and Mrs. Angus Kennedy have from the very beginning been an important factor in Rib Lake
society and their departure will be noticed for a long time. Their son, John E., with the exception of time spent
at college, grew from childhood to manhood on the banks of the lake. His wife, who is the daughter of John
Gardiner, a pioneer lumberman of Spencer, was one of Rib Lake's smartest school teachers, and today is one
of the leaders in our society. We all unite in wishing these two families a speedy and safe journey to their new
home, and assure them that we shall cherish a fond memory of them."
J.J. Kennedy & "G.E. Kennedy of Rib Lake, who has been west for a few weeks, returned last week and stopped off here to
family
visit relatives. He expects to move to Washington [state] in about a month."

5/22/1903

J.J. Kenendy &
family
J.J. Kennedy &
family
Fire

5/29/1903

RLLC

5/29/1903

Railroads- RLLC

5/22/1903

"Mr. and Mrs. D.B. Kennedy are moving west."
"Mr. and Mrs. Angus Kennedy left for the west on Monday. Many Rib Lake people accompanied them to
Chelsea and bid them farewell."
"Fire Company elects its officers. The Rib Lake Fire Company held its first meeting at the village hall in front
of the village jail Tuesday evening and it was a very interesting affair for the members. The boys will show up
quite well with a little practice and will be very strict in executing its bilaws, which they have adopted. The
following are the positions and offices held by the men. Edward T. Kramer, Chief; Edward Curran, Captain
and Axeman; George Braun, Secretary and Treasurer; Fred Curran, nozzleman 1, Frank Wilmonte, nozzleman
2, Oscar Knight, nozzleman 3, Collie Curran, nozzleman 4, William Stiles, nozzleman 5, Christ Peterson,
nozzleman 6, Herman Bermeister, hose connector, George Lee, patrolman, Harry Bush, hydrant man 1. ¶ The
boys will practice every Tuesday evening on Main St and also every Friday evening. They should be
encouraged in this."
"The RLLC recently installed a large new planing machine in their planing mill. The machine will plane 4
sides of the board at one feeding through the rollers. It works perfectly and the filer says she is a "gem".
"The gravel train which was employed in grading the logging road is through. And the steam shovel and the
train crews left last week to do some work along the main line. The inclement weather prevented rapid work
and it took the crew about 26 days to do what could be accomplished in about 12 days in favorable weather."

The RLLC had a variety of rental properties in Kennedy town.
¶ In 2007, many of the former tannery houses in Shaw Town
are in good shape. At least 6 of them stand on the north side
of Fayette Ave. Others stand on the north side of High Street.

Mr. F.B. Hand was co-owner and founder of the Rib Lake
Herald with J.J. Voemastek.
This account starts the founding of Rib Lake and the
construction of the mill at the earliest sometime after August
9, 1882. It stands in contrast to other accounts indicating the
mill cut its first board in either October or December of 1881.
The two families that the editor says are leaving Rib Lake are
Angus Kennedy and his wife, Sara; the second family is their
son, John E. and his wife. This history says - accurately - that
the railroad to Rib Lake was built 2 years after Kennedy's
arrival. I conclude, therefore, the Kennedy's

first camped at Rib Lake August 9, 1881. Note that J.J.
Kennedy acquired by quit claim deed dated Dec. 26, 1881 his
future home site on the shores of Rib Lake. (See deed - Taylor
County Register of Deeds Office, Volume 13 of Deeds on
Page 49.)

I believe the reference to G.E. Kennedy is a typographical
error; as of May 13, 2008, I know of no G.E. Kennedy. Earlier
in May of 1903 the Rib Lake Herald has announced that John
E. Kennedy, the son of Angus, is leaving Rib Lake; I believe
this reference is to John E. Kennedy.
Daniel B. Kennedy, "Long Dan", was probably not a relative
to J.J.

This is the first municipal fire company. Prior to this, there
were private operations by, for example, F.J. Hintz in
association with his mill.

It looks like the Wis. Central leased its equipment to do work
on the Rib Lake logging railroad. I also note the use of a
steam shovel in 1903.

6/5/1903

6/5/1903
6/5/1903
6/5/1903
6/12/1903

6/19/1903

6/19/1903
6/19/1903

Railroad-Wisconsin BRADLEY ROAD IS SOLD. Attorney Flynn informs us that while he was at Spirit Falls last week, Mr.
Central
Stark, general manager of the Bradley interest at that place, told him that the Wisconsin Central has purchased
that branch of the Bradley Road running from Spirit Falls to Tomahawk. It is highly probable that the WC will
put the whole road, from Rib Lake to Tomahawk, in a first class condition in the near future, and run a through
train from Chelsea to Tomahawk."
"The main driving shaft of engine 3 has broken and the locomotive is out of commission. The lumber
company borrowed the tannery locomotive to work in its place."
Tannery
"The tannery received a very large supply of hides lately. They have buffalo hides on hand to keep them
running until late in July, and since those have been unloaded, several carloads more arrived."
Camp - Bark
The RLLC has 3 bark camps in running order. There are 55 men in James McDonald's camp, 50 in Richelieu's
and 50 in A.D. McDonald's."
Fire
"Ordinance #10. "The village board of the Village Board of Rib Lake do enact as follows: an act to establish
and regulate a fire department for the Village of Rib Lake and to provide for the prevention of fires---"
"Section the chief of the fire department shall receive $.50 per hour for actual attendance at a fire. "
Agriculture
"Professor W. A. Henry, Dean of the Wisconsin College of Agriculture says "After a careful study of all of the
conditions prevailing in Northern Wisconsin, the writer is firmly impressed with the belief that this will
become one of the greatest dairy regions in the United States. First of all, there is that prime requisite for fine
butter and cheese, namely an amble supply of pure cold water everywhere accessible. Second, an abundance
of wholesome stock foods. In summertime the cattle of Northern Wisconsin find in its pastures the finest
grasses and clover (red and white clovers) flourish, and timothy and blue grasss pastures are as prevalent and
productive as anywhere further south."
Railroads "H.S. Hughes, Jr. Wisconsin Central Railway Land Department, was in the Village and reports that in a short
Wisconsin Central while two trains will run the Rib Lake short line to Tomahawk."
J.J. Kennedy & "J.J. Kennedy and Donald Kennedy have returned from their western trip."
family

Railroads- RLLC

6/26/1903

RLLC

6/26/1903

RLLC

6/26/1903

Entertainment

6/26/1903

6/26/1903

6/26/1903

RPR doubts the veracity of the claim the WC purchased the
former William H. Bradley railroad - the Tomahawk,
Marinette and Western - between Spirit Falls to Tomahawk.
RPR has never heard that from any other source. I suspect it
was gossip or wishful thinking.

Buffalo hides!
These would be camps peeling hemlock bark. It was peeled in
springtime while there was lots of scent.

According to the obituary of Flora Kennedy printed
2/12/1909, the son of John J. and Flora was Donald A.
Kennedy. He is not to be confused with D.B. Kennedy, a/k/a
Daniel Kennedy.

"Directors meet. John H. Bonnell, of Grand Rapids, Michigan, G.F. Sanborn of Ashland, W.E. Griswold of
Fond du Lac, E.H. Walker and A.H. Whitney of Columbus, Directors of the RLLC, held a meeting at the
company's office in this village Tuesday evening. Daniel Grady of Portage, a stockholder, was also present.
¶ They were well pleased with the outlook for the future and instructed the manager, L.A. Rousseau, to
purchase a large pump for the mill. This pump will be located in a brick building south of the boiler room and
will be connected with the village water main."
"Hemlock advances. "The North Wisconsin Hemlock Lumber Association has advanced the price of #2
This shows how times have changed. Here you had a clear
hemlock $.50 per thousand. The advance is in effect at the present writing."
trust: apparently a group of different lumber companies got
together to fix the price of hemlock lumber. There is no
mention that Rib Lake Lumber Company was a member or
not.
HINTZ WON THE STAKES "The much advertised and talked about race between the horses of F.J. Hintz
and Sheriff Wicker was pulled off at Medford last Sunday afternoon. "Patrick", belonging to Mr. Hintz, won 3
out of 4 heats. The second heat was a victory for Mr. Wicker's horse. The stakes were $100 and gate receipts .
Heavy betting on both sides."

By the time I became Taylor County District Attorney in
1972, betting on horse races was clearly illegal. It only
became legal after a referendum conducted about 1990 which
also legalized lotteries.

Railroads "We learned that the project of running a through train to Tomahawk is still in its infancy. It has been
Wisconsin Central discussed by the RLLC and an official of the Wisconsin Central Railway, but nothing definite has been
decided upon. The first thing for the railroad company to do is build a decent depot. The Village Board is
going after them and will compel them to give suitable accommodations for lady and gentleman passengers
when waiting for the train. We understand that the Village attorney is drafting a document for that purpose at
the present time."
Place Names
SPENCER "Rev. Stewart and wife and B.J. Landaal and wife attended a Ladies Aid Society sale and supper in In all likelihood, B.J. Landaal provided his name to Landall
the Town Hall of Sherman Saturday evening, and now they tell of the good things they had to eat."
Avenue in the Village. Notice the difference in spelling.
J.J. Kennedy &
family

"John S. Kennedy's bark camp has broken up and the men are being paid off at the office."

6/26/1903

6/26/1903

Sheep Ranch &
Agriculture

Businesses & Fire MARTIN'S SHINGLE MILL BURNED "Early this morning (Friday) Chris Martin's shingle mill burned to the This was undoubtedly a cedar shingle mill. Cedar was chosen
ground. The fire was discovered at 3:30 a.m. All the machinery and a large stock of shingles were destroyed. because it was naturally rot resistant and would split easily.
The damage is estimated at $2,000. The mill was run up to 12 o'clock last night and when the crew left
everything about the mill was in apparently good order."

7/3/1903

Agriculture

7/3/1903

Entertainment

7/3/1903

Entertainment

7/3/1903

7/3/1903

OPPORTUNITIES OFFERED "To the man who prefers from the start to go distinctly into the raising of sheep
or cattle, the burnt district in Northern Wisconsin offers endless opportunities. To become ideal pastures, these
lands need the removal of scattered logs now lying on the ground, and sometimes some small growth of timber
and brush, which can easily be cleared from the land. The removal of stumps, however, is not to be dreaded as
much as many people suppose. All hardwood stumps will rot out in a few years if left to themselves while
white pine stumps or green hardwood stumps can be removed by the improved methods without difficulty."

GO TO THE FARM - THE ONLY PLACE WHERE A MAN IS ENTIRELY INDEPENDENT. "If the young
man who hangs about the cities, working for small pay as clerks or factory hands, or "looking for a job" could
only have a little foresight and energy injected into their character, they would quit, go the country, and get to
work to own a farm. Of course, there is no sudden acquisition of wealth to be expected from a turn of the
market, but there is a certainty, for anyone, persistent and energetic, of a comfortable old age. Wages do not
look as high as those of the "snaps" in the city, but in fact they are much better. The difference is more than
offset by board and lodging and less extra expenses and clothing. ¶ Farm work is not what it used to be.
Almost everything is done by machinery. Hours are shorter and better. The labor is healthful and requires a
mind ready, willing and well informed. The character is worth having. Farm wages are really very good and
an economical young man can soon be able to own a small piece of land."
"Malt and hops made golden drops. Kapuziner Klosterbrau "We are dedicating tomorrow to the public a new
brew under the name of Kapuziner Klosterbrau. Having spared neither labor nor expense in the preparation of
thereof, and having used only the best malt and Bohemian hops obtainable, we highly recommend it. ¶ It is
unlike any other beer we have brewed heretofore, being brewed entirely according to the ancient German
customs, an exact reproduction of celebrated Monk beer. Nearly all Germans who have immigrated from their
native land to our glorious America remember this noted beverage, and to our American friends will say we
respectfully solicit your patronage, and hope it will meet with your hearty approval. ¶ Since the enlargement of
our brewery and the installation of modern equipment, and having secured the service of Mr. Bruno Renz, who
has had 27 years experience in the art of brewing both in Germany and America, having graduated with honors
in brewing academies on both sides of the Atlantic, we are now prepared to make any kind of beer that may be
called for by the public. Medford Brewery Company, all orders filled promptly, telelphone 1 or 2."
TOMORROW'S CELEBRATION "Again another 12 months have rolled by and the 4th of July - the day of
the Declaration of Independence - is here. Rib Lake has had many grand celebrations on this day in year's gone
by, but tomorrow we are to undue all past records. The Modern Woodmen have worked hard and faithfully the
past four weeks to accomplish it. Nearly all the businessmen, lodges and societies put forth their willing hands
to cooperate with them and make the occasion the grandest in this history of Rib Lake. There will be the usual
salute of guns at sunrise, brass band music, marching, reading, speaking, dancing, racing, etc. but one great
feature will be the Businessmen's Parade. Some of them have been preparing their floats all this week and an
interesting site will greet the eyes of the spectators. ¶ Rib Lake is one of the few towns between Stevens Point
and Ashland which will celebrate this year and as our celebration was strongly advertised by posters, bills in
newspapers, a large crowd of visitors is expected."

Rib Lake Herald & NEW ADS IN THIS ISSUE "Lemon Furniture Company, Medford Brewery, Mike Silbernagle."
Businesses

Germania

Advertisement for 4th of July celebration in Rib Lake included: "the parade will follow a selected route and
end at bowery on Landall Aveue. A short program will rendered, at the bowery, consisting of reading of the
declaration of independence, speaking by Rev. Chynowath, singing "America" by girls and all present,
German speaking by Dr. Wichman, singing Star Spangled Banner by girls and all present."

The article goes on to extoll farm life. The article was
reprinted from the Milwaukee Journal.

The Medford Brewery worked for a number of years until
ending some time in the 1980's.

The Medford Brewery Company advertised a special beer
named "Kapuziner Klosterbrau". It was claimed to be
unsurpassed for purity, flavor and nourishment. ¶ The ad for
the Lemon Furniture Company read as follows: "The Lemon
Furniture Company has a large stock of hygienic couches.
They are fully guaranteed and sold cheap for cash or on easy
terms. Call at the store and have their good points explained."
The fact that part of the 4th of July day activities would be
conducted in German says a lot.
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Attorney

7/10/1903

Law

7/10/1903

J.J. Kennedy &
family
Entertainment
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7/10/1903 (cont)

Entertainment
(cont)

7/10/1903

Law

Two Rib Lake attorneys advertised for business: J.J. Flyn
"Office on McComb Avenue" and William Pringle, attorney
and counselor at law "Fire, Accident and Life Insurance, Real
Estate and Collections…Careful and prompt attention given to
all matters entrusted to my care."
ELSIE BONNEVILLE FOUND GUILTY "Elsie Bonneville, who has been in the county jail the past 30 days The defendant was previously identified as "Alside".
awaiting his trial in the circuit court for an assault and attempted rape upon the person of Eva Nichols, was
tried last week and the jury brought in a verdict of guilty. Judge Parish sentenced him to 15 months in the
reformatory at Green Bay. This is considered a light sentence as by good behavior he can obtain his freedom
in 12 months. ¶ Eva Nichols, the state's witness, could not be found when the case was called, but was
apprehended a few days afterwards, while driving through Medford. She is reported to be ill at the present
time and in the care of authorities at Medford. ¶ Much speculation still remains for the cause of her
disappearance before the trial, and it was very probable that the mystery will be solved in the near future. ¶
Attorney Buckley, who prosecuted the case, was in the Village Wednesday and would not commit himself
when questioned about the affair. ¶ We find very few people who sympathize with Elsie."
"J.J. Kennedy of Rib Lake spent Friday in our village calling on old friends. He was just returning from Coeur
d'Alene, Idaho, where he has invested in real estate."
INDEPENDENCE DAY IN RIB LAKE - THE NATIONAL HOLIDAY IS CELEBRATED WITH POMP
AND GLORY "4th of July, the greatest of all our national holidays, was celebrated in Rib Lake with all its
usual pomp and noise. Although the preceding night was very stormy, which had a depressing effect on the
enthusiasm of many, yet the morning broke bright and clear, and the day was a model one for an outdoor
celebration. ¶ Many people from the surrounding country and neighboring towns joined in the festivities and
Rib Lake has scored another credit mark for being a successful entertainer. ¶ The parade was the largest and
best ever seen here and was a credit to all who took part in it. ¶ The Rib Lake band headed the procession, then
followed a wagon appropriately decorated carrying the Goddess of Liberty, represented by Miss Loretta Gray,
surrounded by a bevy of girls representing the original 13 states. Then followed an order of carriages carrying
the president of the day, the speaker and city council. ¶ The Lady Macabees float was nicely trimmed and
carried a large number of children representing all the states in which this order has organizations. The float
was awarded second prize.
¶ The Knights of the Macabees, the Catholic Foresters and the Independent Order of Oddfellows, carrying
their respective banners and flags were in line. ¶ The Royal Neighbors float, which was designed by Madames
Ferro, Whittlinger, McRae and Janda, was a marvel. It consisted of a log cabin about 6 feet by 8 feet built
with small logs. The corners were carefully and accurately laid and the openings between the logs were filled
with moss; the roof was covered with sheets of bark. The whole construction would have reflected credit to a
man; much more credit than is due to the four ladies mentioned, especially as ladies are not usually considered
as artisans in the line of building houses. To this float was awarded first prize. ¶ Hemlock Camp #890 of the
Modern Woodman of America was present with their historical goat...¶ The parade ended at bowery where
Rev. Chynoweth addressed the people in English and Dr. Wichman in German. Everybody joined in singing
America and the Star Spangled Banner, after which each sought out and joined in the amusements they
preferred..."
PATRICK PLEADS GUILTY "Frank Patrick, who had just served 30 days in the county jail for larceny, was
brought to Rib Lake on Wednesday by District Attorney M.A. Buckley, to have a hearing before Justice
George Clark for cutting a wire fence on the north of George Braun's office on May 24 and thereby letting out
two deer, which were confined on the lot north of said office. At the the county jail he denied having anything
to do with the affair, but before the judge he pleaded guilty. During the progress of his testimony, Frank
Allen, Tom Lovely and Geoge Hollenbeck were implicated as accessories to the deed. ¶ Justice Clark gave
Frank Patrick 30 days and 60 days each to the other two boys. They were taken to Medford in the evening by
Marshall Kemp. Yesterday morning George Schnell drove to Medford to see Tom Lovely to engage an
attorney for him to appeal his case. ¶ The consensus of opinion, however, is that these boys met their just
dessert and that it will teach others a lesson. There is no excuse whatsoever for damaging the property of our
citizens."
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THE ANNUAL SCHOOL MEETING "The annual school meeting was called to order at the schoolhouse,
Monday evening, July 6, Attorney William Pringle presiding. The report of the auditing committee was read
and approved. It was voted to have 10 months school, raise $2,500 for teachers' salaries, $1,000 for
incidentals, $250 for books and that the District Clerk receive a salary of $50 per year. The question of using
free textbooks was again brought and carried. The treasury shows a cash balance on hand of $4,458.00...¶
Motion made and seconded and carried that the school board and a committee of five citizens hold a joint
meeting for the purpose of making arrangements for a kindergarten and first primary school on the north side
of town (Shaw-Town) for the coming school year."
"Rib Lake is getting to be right up to date in farming. Several of our farmers are purchasing machinery and
farming implements which lightens labor and reduces the cost of production. It is true, however, that a few of
them dig and hoe potatoes while resting on their knees and a few stand up while milking the cow. But these
old time customs will disappear in the course of time."
"Mrs. Will Kennedy of Medford visited Rib Lake this week."

THE NEW PUMP HOUSE. THE RIB LAKE LUMBER COMPANY FULFILLS ITS PROMISE
"Carpenters employed by the RLLC are erecting an 8 x 12 pumphouse at the terminus of the Village
waterworks, south of the boiler house. The exterior will be protected by a covering of asbestos paper, which
will be covered by sheet iron; therefore the building will be fireproof. The steam pump, which is the largest in
the village, will be connected with the boiler room and the village water main; the suction will be put in the
lake. ¶ When this pump and the pump at the tannery force water into the mains, it is calculated that there will
be pressure enough at the hydrants to throw a vertical stream 100 feet high. As the hydrants are properly
distributed on our business street and around the mill of said company, the fire insurance companies ought to
reduce their rates. With the new pumping plant completed, Rib Lake's fire protection - as far as it extends, is
much better than that of many fair sized cities. The businessmen - and other people, too - speak well of the
interest that the RLLC and US Leather Company are taking in the welfare of the village."
"L.A. Rousseau was in Chelsea to wind up the business of Rousseau and Shepard Company by shipping the
L.A. Rousseau, who in July of 1903, was the general manager
last car of lumber."
of the RLLC, had previously been in partnership with Shepard
in working out of Chelsea where Rousseau and Shepard had a
mill.

"James McDonald informs us that the little village of Spirit Falls, just across the line in Lincoln County,
suffered nearly complete destruction Monday night of last week. The Standard Mercantile Company's Store
and post office building and warehouses were burned with several other buildings. Fire was started by
lightning."
Tannery
NEW SCRUB HOUSE "The US Leather Company has decided to build a new scrubbing room on the east side
of the yard at the local tannery. It will be 40 x 100 feet and run parallel to the yard. These dimensions are 1/3
larger than those of the old scrubbing room. It is believed that eventually this is the forerunner of a new roll
loft. The company is rebuilding its Wisconsin tanneries and the local tannery will fall in line for a thorough
overhauling sooner or later."
J.J. Kennedy & "J.J. Kennedy is improving the house formerly occupied by Attorney Pringle. When the improvements are
family
completed, it will be one of the best buildings on Main Street."
Entertainment & "Mr. Leo Deitzman celebrated the 4th of July in a very appropriate manner by investing in several pounds of
Fawn Valley
dynamite and blowing out a pine stump. The noise made drowned the roar of the cannon and beat of drums,
and it is our belief that some of the pieces are flying yet."
Railroads "It is rumored that the commodious depot at Rib Lake is going to be farther enlarged by the addition of a dry
Wisconsin Central goods box. While the company has a spirit of progressiveness about them, why not try to induce them to make
the raise of a fish pail for a cuspidor?"
Rib Lake - Town "John Stern loaded pulpwood on the new switch this week. These are the first two [railroad] cars loaded in
our town, but they won't be the last ones."

J.J. Kennedy &
family

Until the opening of the school in Shaw Town, the only grade
school in Rib Lake was in Kennedy Town, the south side of
town.

I take this to refer to the process of scrubbing the hides free of
hair and fleshings.

Earlier in 1903, The J.J. Kennedy house had burned.

The sarcasm is beyond me.

Just the year before, the railroad line had been extended
eastward from the mill through the Town of Rib Lake, lying to
the east of Rib Lake. A spur track was installed someplace in
that location. This permitted loading pulpwood at the spur line
rather than conveying it further by horse or sleigh.

"Mr. D. Ross is still working in the village on J.J. Kennedy's house which is receiving a general overhauling." It appears that J.J. Kennedy rebuilt his house following the
disastrous fire. J.J. and his wife deeded the land and house to
their daughter, Jeanette, on Jan. 26, 1904.

7/24/1903

Fawn Valley

"What is the difference between the ground hog and the Fawn Valley reporter? The former sleeps all winter,
the other most all summer. At least we did not hear from him all summer. Wake up, old man."

J.J. Voemastek, editor of the Rib Lake Herald, made this
delightful scolding of his correspondent who was supposed to
provide news of Fawn Valley. The practice of having unpaid
correspondents from regions of the county continues into 2007
as seen in the Star News. ¶ The Herald was depending upon
some lay reporter to provide news regarding Fawn Valley.

7/24/1903

Homestead

NOTICE FOR PUBLICATION. "Department of Interior, Land Office at Wausau, Wisconsin, July 14, 1903.
¶ Notice is hereby given that the following named settler has filed notice of his intention to make proof in
support of his claim, and that said proof will be laid before the circuit court at Medford, Wisconsin, on
September 10, 1903, viz, Herman Poferl, of Rib Lake, Wisconsin, who paid H.E.entry 9136 for the S 1/2 - NE
1/4, Section 22, Town 33, Range 3 East. ¶ He names the following witnesses to prove his continuous
residence upon and cultivation of said land, George Braun, Anton Kauer, Peter Fuchs, Peter Lombarde, all of
Rib Lake, Wisconsin. Signed John W. Miller, Register."

H.E. stands for homestead entry. This shows that the US
federal law enacted in 1863 for homesteads was being used in
Rib Lake by settlers. The law permitted individuals to enter
up unoccupied land donated by the US government and to
build a residence there and cultivate the land and after a
sufficient period of time to buy the land at cheap rates from
the US government. The 1913 plat map shows the land in
question to be owned by a J.Schnell.¶ In 2007 this land has no
structures and is totally wild.

7/24/1903

Attorney

"J.J. Flynn, attorney at law, law, loans, collections, office on McComb Avenue, Rib Lake, Wisconsin."

This is the new attorney in the village, moving there in 1903. ¶
Attorney William Pringle was the prior attorney practicing in
the village. Pringle was associated with the RLLC but also
did private work. His ad provided "fire, accident and life
insurance, real estate and collections."

7/24/1903

7/24/1903

7/24/1903

7/24/1903

Railroads "Division Engineer Langden, of Wisconsin Central [Railway] went up to Spirit Falls with the local train crew
Wisconsin Central yesterday."

Businesses

"Always in stock, caskets, coffins and all needed supplies. Yours to please. Adams Furniture Company."

Rib Lake - Village SUNDAY CLOSING LAW, RESOLUTIONS FOR THE ENFORCEMENT OF THE SUNDAY CLOSING
& Law
LAW WILL BE PRESENTED TO THE VILLAGE BOARD "Last Sunday evening, at the conclusion of the
service at the Methodist Episcopal Church, Rev. Chynoweth read the Sunday Closing Law and a copy of the
resolution prepared beforehand, requesting the Village Board to enforce the law. The resolutions were
adopted as read unanimously by a rising vote and will be presented to the Board at their next meeting. ¶ This
move is considered to by in sympathy with the temperance move at the county seat. It has been hinted to a
representative of The Herald that when the petition, before the board, the Village Attorney will be instructed to
look into the matter. If he reports the board has full power to close the stores and saloons on Sunday, a special
election will be called, at which the qualified male and female voters will cast their ballot for or against
Sunday closing. If the majority of the votes be in favor of Sunday closing, the saloons and stores will be
closed."
Businesses
SOLD THEIR RIGHTS "T.R. Begley and Fayette M. Shaw sold their telephone franchise to F.J. Carr of
Hudson, Wisconsin, and C.B. Carr of Prentice. The latter gentleman was in the Village this week and told
President F.J. Hintz that he will have the system in working order within 60 days if the Village Board acts on
his petition favorably. It will not be an automatic system. At least 40 instruments are figured on and the
central will probably be located in Hintz's building. ¶ The line will be built to Chelsea to connect with the
Phillips-Medford line."

It looks like the Wis. Central was inspecting the line to try to
get information to aid the Wis. Central in deciding whether or
not to invest in it as a through route to Tomahawk. ¶ The local
train crew was probably a reference to that of the RLLC,
although it could also mean the local train crew of the Wis.
Central Railway. They were checking out the newly
constructed line westward from Rib Lake that ended up at
Spirit Falls in Price County.
This is part of the large ad by Adams Furniture Company
including bedding, carpets, art, wallpaper and crex grass
goods. ¶ I take this to be an accommodation to individuals
who did not want to hire an undertaker and would bury
someone themselves.
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"Mellen weekly - Hugh McDonald of Rib Lake is here estimating some timber for the RLLC."

It appears that the RLLC would have Iron County, Wis. timber
cut and railroaded to Rib Lake for milling. This was certainly
the practice in the 1940's. Apparently the RLLC was buying
stumpage in Ashland County, Wisconsin.

"The Star News: The I. Marcus store was closed by the sheriff last Saturday on executions by several
RPR believes this is the same Marcus family that ran the store,
wholesale firms which had accounts against the store. Mrs. Marcus, who has been the owner of the stock, has The Fair, on McComb Avenue.
admitted the firm's insolvency and on petition of the creditors, of whom Mandall Marcus is the principal one,
she was declared bankrupt by US District Court at Madison. E.L. Urquhart was appointed trustee."
"George Braun is expecting a railroad car load of sheep and the herd will be kept on a piece of his land in
Section 24, Town 33 North, Range 2 East. J.C. Danielson is going out there to drill a well; the land is
enclosed by a strong fence."
"H.J. Kennedy, street laborer, $115."

The Village Board approved this sum on July 27, 1903. This
was a lot of money, by far the largest payment authorized by
the Board in its July 27 meeting.
People & Obituary SABRA WILLEY GETCHEL "Sabra Willey Getchel died at her home in the City of Medford Friday
Elliot C. Getchel, known locally as E.C. Getchel, was one of
afternoon, July 24, age 79 years, 9 month, 20 days. ¶ Deceased was born Sept. 4, 1822 at New Lyone in Ohio. the prominent business people of Rib Lake.
She was married at age 19 to William Getchel. In May, 1851, they came to Mayville, Dodge County,
Wisconsin, where they resided for two years. In 1853 they moved to West Bend, returning to Mayville five
years later. Her husband died in 1880 and in September 1891 she moved to Medford, Wisconsin, where she
resided until her death on July 24, 1903. She is survived by five children, Mary L. of Medford, Dexter E. of
Weyerhauser, Porter E. of Oshkosh, Elliot C. of Rib Lake and Hattie M. of Medford."
Schools
SCHOOL FOR THE NORTH SIDE "The School Board has secured the Christian Church for school purposes The Christian Church building stood on the east side of Pearl
at $10 per month. Miss Cora Hance will teach the little childen, who will be admitted to this school, which will Street, approx. 100 feet south of Landall. The reference to
be known as a kindergarten department. She taught in the Village school last year, is acquianted with the
Shawtown refers to the area of the Village north of Fayette
existing condition, knows the pupils, and, therefore, will better success right from the beginning than a strange Avenue, originally platted by Fayette Shaw, the founder of the
teacher could be expected to have. Parents living in Shawtown and McComb's Addition, who have little
tannery.
children of school age, will appreciate the School Board's effort to locate a school nearer their home; and they
will also feel grateful toward the trustees of the Christian Church for consenting to rent the ediface for school
purposes and thereby prevent much suffering from cold and tiresome tramping through drifts of the snow of
the little ones. The price asked for the use of the building is very reasonable, indeed."
Fire
BYLAWS OF THE RIB LAKE FIRE DEPARTMENT
Lengthy, well-written bylaws were printed at length. The
editor indicated they would be continued next week.
J.J. Kennedy &
family
Utilities

"Gumoll and Taylor purchased the 10 acre strip of land west of "Farmers' Home" from J.J. Kennedy for $850.
They will use it for a pasture."
"The telephone crew have nearly all of the poles up. The work of stringing the wires will be commenced
Monday. J.G. Marckres of Tomahawk, a practical electrician, has charge of the crew."

Gumoll and Taylor was the name of the owners of the local
hardware store.
Until approx. 1980, all telephone wires were hung on poles.
The local telephone company had their own poles and wires
which frequently paralleled the electric lines and poles. All
local telephone wires were put underground about 1986.

8/7/1903

J.J. Kennedy &
family & Library

LAWN SOCIABLE "An ice cream sociable will be given on J.J. Kennedy's lawn Saturday evening, August,
15, for the benefit of the library. Boats will be rented to those who wish to take a ride on the lake, and the Rib
Lake orchestra will play the whole evening. The library fund is almost exhausted and the proceeds of this
sociable will help to reimburse it."

A library in Rib Lake had been founded and controlled by the
20th Century Club. J.J. Kennedy's wife, Flora M. Kennedy,
was an active member of the 20th Century Club.

8/7/1903

Sheep Ranch

"George Braun and H.A. McDonald will oganize a sheep raising company to be capitalized at $15,000. Their
ranch will be located 1 mile north of Rib Lake and cover an area of 750 acres. From 1,000 to 2,000 sheep will
be kept in the enclosure throughout the year, and one man, except during the lambing time, is all that is
necessary to take care of the flock. They have investigated the matter of sheep raising from all points of view
and interviewed several practical sheep raisers, who assure them that the wool will pay the cost of
maintenance while the lambs raised each year will be a clear profit. Stock in the company will be sold at
$1,000 per share. Several shares have been spoken for. Messrs. Braun and McDonald, accompanied by H.S.
Hughes, Jr., of the Wis. Central Land Department, were in Ashland last week to see Mr. Catlin, who is a
practical sheep breeder and is starting a ranch near that city. This gentleman will come here in the near future
and look over the ground and offer his suggestions. The soil hereabouts is much heavier than that on the site
of Ashland. The main cost of a sheep ranch is in the fencing and sheds to protect the sheep."

This sheep ranch was located along the section lines between
Sections 22 and 15, Town 33 North, Range 2 East, to this day
the creek flowing through those sections and southward along
the west portion of the Village is known as Sheep Ranch
Creek.

7/31/1903

8/7/1903

Camp 4, Camp 3, "All of the RLLC's camps have finished peeling [hemlock] bark. Camp 6, James McDonald, foreman, and
Camp 5 & Camp 6 Camp 5, Angus McDonald, foreman, broke up for two weeks vacation after which they will begin logging
operations. Camp 3, Martin Richleau, foreman, and Camp 4, Andrew Hogeson, foreman, are preparing for
logging operations."
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These camps are being operated by the RLLC before it was
purchased in 1906 by the US Leather Company. Following
that purchase, new camps, at new locations, will be
constructed, beginning with Camp 1 and ending with Camp 28
closing in 1948.

"George Braun has received a carload of sheep and the same have been driven to his ranch 1 mile southwest of
the village. The car contained 99 sheep and 10 angora goats."
ELECTRIC LIGHTS FOR RIB LAKE "F.J. Hintz is down to Abbotsford to inspect the electric lighting plant
which is being installed in that Village. He was down to Medford on Wednesday to inspect the lighting plant
at that place. These two visits are to decide him as to whether he will put in an electric plant here. He figures
that a plant of 500 light capacity would be sufficient for this Village at the present time and would cost about
$4,000."
"The telephone system now in the course of construction in this Village, is what is known as the "common
return" system, from the fact that the lower wire, which is heavier than the others, serves as a common return
for all of the instruments. If the number of instruments is 50, the total number of line wires will be 51. This
system is simpler and cheaper than the "complete metallic" and is in use in many places all over the country. A
toll line will be run to Chelsea, and a subscriber wishing to talk at that place, Medford or other towns, may do
so through his instrument, the toll fee will be charged to him at the exchange. We know something about
telephone ourselves and do not intend to exaggerate when we state that Mr. Carr is building a telephone
system that is first class in every respect."
BYLAWS OF THE RIB LAKE FIRE DEPARTMENT
Detailed rules of the fire department are printed here. For
example, Article 8, Expulsion, Section 4. "Any member or
members of this department who shall make any unnecessary
noise in the hose house, or shall bring or cause to be brought
to the same, any intoxicating liquors for drinking purposes, or
who shall play any game of chance, shall be fined $1 for the
first offense, and for the second shall be expelled from the
department" ¶ Section 5: "Any member being found guilty of
communicating any of the company's matters to persons not
members, shall be fined 25 cents for the first offense, and for
the repitition of the same offense shall be expelled from the
department."

Businesses & Hintz "F.J. Hintz received a [railroad] carload of new wagons and buggies the first of the week and has built a large
shed west of his store in which to store them. They seem to be good sellers - two wagons having been sold
since they were unloaded."
Homestead
There was a publication "Notice is hereby given that the following settler had filed his intention to make final
proof in support of her claim…Hilda M. Bonneville who made homestead entry 8417 for the SW 1/4-SW1/4.
Section 2, Town 32, Range 2 East."

SHEEP TAKEN UP "I found a adult sheep on my farm on Aug. 13, and have same in custody. Owner may
take same away after paying for this notice and the cost for feeding. Signed Jacob Lichtner, 3 miles east of
Village."
Tannery &
"The US Leather Company's tanneries all along the [railroad] line are laying off men and the real cause of it is
Businesses
not known by the local managers. Some people claim that the trust's supply of hides is low, others point out
that it is one of the trust methods to raise the price of leather. The latter theory seems to be the most
probable."
Railroads "General Manager and President Whitcomb, General Superintendent Potter and Division Superintendent
Wisconsin Central Cutter, officials of the Wis. Central [Railway], went through Rib Lake to Spirit Falls yesterday afternon with
& Railroads their special train, for the purpose of inspecting the track and the country through which it runs. Conductor
RLLC & Spirit Hinckley had charge of the train and Engineer Cochran was at the throttle. The railroad company wishes to
run a daily train to Spirit Falls, and will do so if it does not interfere with the logging trains. General Manager
L.A. Rousseau, of the RLLC, joined them at the depot on their tour of inspection."

Note that this is for a 40 acre parcel as contrast to the 160 acre
parcels routinely taken in the State of Colorado. The 1913
plat book of Taylor County shows this parcel owned by W.
Radtke. Note that this is being applied for by a woman.

Sheep Ranch

This may be the only time that a train owned and operated by
the Wisconsin Central Railway, a common carrier, operated
between Rib Lake and Spirit Falls. Hereafter, the trains
operating there were logging trains of the RLLC.
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WITH AN ELECTRIC LIGHTING PLANT, A TELEPHONE SYSTEM, A NEW [RAILROAD] DEPOT,
AND A DAILY TRAIN TO TOMAHAWK, RIB LAKE WILL BE A DIAMOND IN THE ROUGH."
(emphasis added)

J.J. VOEMASTEK CALLS RIB LAKE A DIAMOND IN
THE ROUGH. IT MAY BE A FITTING TITLE FOR MY
HISTORY OF RIB LAKE - RPR - 2/19/2008.

NEW ADS IN THIS ISSUE "George E. Hazen Company, First National Bank."

The ad for the George E. Hazen Co. is 5 inches long and
stretches along the entire right side of the first page of the
Herald. It features bargains and fall and winter dress clothes,
shoes, stoves and ranges, all staples, including flour, grain,
sugar, canned goods, and groceries.

"Duncan McDonald has sold the McDonald house to his brother, Hugh A., who took possession Monday.
Borders at this popular hotel speak in praising terms of the new landlord and land lady. Mr. and Mrs. Duncan
McDonald have moved into Hugh A. McDonald's house. They will probably go west in the near future."
F.J. Hintz made another trip to the county seat yesterday in connection with his plans for an electric lighting
plant. At the present time his calculations are for a plant of 1,016 candle-power lights. It is hoped that at least
500 lights will be contracted for at the flat rate of 50 cents per month per light. Parties desiring a meter would
furnished with same. The Village Board might contract for 12 arc lights at $7 each per month. The City of
Medford uses 30 arc lights for which it pays $6.50 per light per month. It is high time to be doing something
along that line in order that the plant be in operation before the cold weather sets in. To excavate for and
construct the stone foundation for the machinery and the boilers will require some time and plenty of good
weather. With an electric lighting plant, telephone system, new depot and a daily train to Tomahawk, Rib
Lake will be a diamond in the rough." (emphasis added)
ORDERS TO BUILD A NEW ROLL LOFT. TANNYER IS TO BE IMPROVED AT AN EXPENSE OF
$15,000 "Orders were received at the tannery office last Friday for the construction of the new roll loft over
the yard, the work to be commenced immediately. Plans for the new building were made last spring, but for
some reason the work was delayed to the present time. The new building will be 3 stories high and at least
$5,000 worth of lumber will be put into it. Laborers, carpenters and masons for the work are being hired, and
the work of excavating for the stone foundation is in progress. The new orders also instructed the local
management to put on a larger force and to run the plant at its full capacity, which will be about 500 sides [of
hide] per day. ¶ The total cost for the improvements will reach the $15,000 mark, at least. When the
executive committee of the US Leather Company visited the tannery a few weeks ago, they were convinced
that this tannery can be operated at a smaller expense than their other Wisconsin tanneries; hence the orders
for improvements."
“Arthur Pollatz is building himself a new house on the hill east of the tannery.”
“General Manager L.A. Rousseau and Secretary and Treasurer Willam Pringle attended a meeting of the
directors of the RLLC at the Hotel Pfister in Milwaukee yesterday.”
“Last Tuesday evening the Modern Woodmen [of America] surprised the royal neighbors the Woodmen Hall.
They served ice cream, cake, etc and waited upon the ladies like the gallant knights in the days of chivalry.
Upon request from the ladies, the Degree team donned their nice uniforms and went through the Woodman
drill. It was a very pleasant evening for all those present.”
"We write drafts on all parts of Europe. Agents for the American line of steam ships. Passengers booked to
and from all points of Europe. Call for rates. First National Bank, Rib Lake, Wisconsin.

Rib Lake - Village "Trade is very dull in the Village. The sawmill will be closed down until the smokestack - which the wind
& RLLC
blew down - is rebuilt. There is a lesson in this which ought to teach some people that the tannery and the
sawmill are the mainstays of the Village, and should be regarded as such."
Homestead
"Hilda M. Bonneville, settler, will prove up her [homestead] claim at Department of Interior, Wausau Office,
August 10, 1903 - SW 1/4 - SW 1/4, Section 2, Town 33 North, Range 2 East. She names witnesses of her
continuous residence upon and cultivation of said land: E. Wright, L. Bruno, L. Terch, and P.J. Seidl, all of
Rib Lake."
Bank
I.J. Hahn, contractor and builder of this Village, is awarded the contract to build the First National Bank
building."

This article has moved me to title the history that I hope to
write: "Rib Lake: A Diamond in the Rough, written by one
who loves her."

This Arthur W. Pollatz was a nephew to Herrmann Emanuel
Rusch.
The Hotel Pfister in the year 2007 remains the most
sophisticated hotel in Milwaukee

The Rib Lake National Bank came on like gangbusters. This
was in its first year of operation. They took out large ads in
the Rib Lake Herald twice the size of those of its competitor.

The articles indicates it will be a brick, 2-story structure
containing hot water heaters and a steel roof. As of 2/20/2008,
this proud building still stands in the NE corner of Landall and
McComb Ave.
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J.J. Kennedy &
family

"J. J. Kennedy has returned from his western trip. He was at Coeur d'Alene, Idaho and informs us that work
Ironically, this is not a news article on the front page. There
on his new sawmill there is fairly underway. Rib Lake people are glad to hear it and wish him much success." has up to this point been no discussion in the paper that J.J.
(emphasis added)
Kennedy is intending to leave Rib Lake. This is the first
mention that he is building a new sawmill.

9/7/1903

J.J. Kennedy &
family
RLLC

L.A. Rousseau has carpenters building an addition to the former John E. Kennedy house and will move in."

9/7/1903

A COMPARISON OF MEN "The Merrill Advocate in a recent issue thus makes a comparison between men
of brains and energy and those who make a living by the exercise of their mouths: "It is less than six months
since William H. Bradley of Tomahawk was called to his eternal home. When has taken place in our sister city
at the north since then? Two large sawmills have burned to the ground never to be rebuilt, the Standard
Mercantile Store at Spirit Falls is in ruins, the Farmer's Bank at Gleason is suspended, hotel at Gleason is
closed. If Mr. Bradley was alive today the sawmill would be under way of construction and so the store at the
Spirit Falls, and the bank and hotel at Gleason would be in operation. Why not this activity now? The labor at
Tomahawk is as willing to work now as in Mr. Bradley's lifetime. Why the stillness of death when formerly
the activities of life? The mind that was the moving spirit in those enterprises is still in death. What does this
simple and imperfectly told story teach us? That capital, brains and energy are as necessary to the production
of weath as the strong hand of labor. Any fool knows that, you will say. If that is such a palpable fact, why
this
denuciation of capital, of energy? In his life Mr. Bradley could never have been elected pathmaster of
Tomahawk. The people are applauding and hurrahing over anathemas hurled at men of enterprise and energy
by such men as Brian, La Follette and other lesser political demagogues. It seems to us that it is time the
laboring men turned thier backs on the demagogues who are decrying enterprise. These are prosperous times,
but can we, as a people, afford to be lauding to the skies men who have never wrought anything but discord?
The Brians, La Follettes, and their kindred do not build bills, operate railroads or anything else. They work
with their mouths!""
NEW GRINDER "The RLLC purchased a new band saw grinder recently and the same is in operation now.
This machine is a later pattern then the old one, is more compact, easier to set and therefore give better
satisfaction."
"Bank of Rib Lake. The Rib Lake Bank has completed arrangements to convert into a state bank and will,
after Sept. 1, be known as the Bank of Rib Lake. The capital is increased to $10,000 and is fully paid in. At a
meeting of the stockholders at the bank last Monday, the following directors were elected: L.L. Taylor, F.J.
Hintz, George Braun, Sr., M. Christensen and H. Sargent. With the increased capital they expect to do an
increased business."
"The Greenwood town hall refused to lay out a road for F.N. Appleyard and settlers around his sawmill. ¶ The
same board also organized a new school district east of Interwald, but their work illegally, we understand,
making the settlers the trouble and expense of doing everything over again. Look up the laws, boys - be sure
you are right before you go ahead."
"Miss Ella Heffernen of Kennan has accepted the school in district 1 in Greenwood at a salary of $40 per
month. The school will begin Sept. 8 and we have no doubt that she will give satisfaction to all. The Fawn
Valley School will open on Sept. 8 with P.R. Heffernen as teacher. The district spent nearly $200 in building
and repairing their beautiful schoolhouse during the past summer, which shows that the people are interested
in the cause of education."
"John S. Kennedy and Miss Emma Gebauer attend wedding of Henry Mathias and Mrs. Hattie Tie of
Medford."
"E.H. Walker, of Columbus, Wisconsin, President of the RLLC, is in the Village."
"James Upjohn, our popular druggist, bought the lot between Braun's real estate office and Lemon's Furniture
Store and will erect a large building thereon. Nels Jacobson, the mason, is building the stone foundation. The
structure will be 24 x 50 feet and 2 stories high. Mr. Upjohn intends to move his drug store into it in
December."

The author is referrring to Robert "Fighting Bob" La Follette
and Williams Jennings Bryan.

"Mr. [August] Frank [Franck] has his new pony windmill up and ready for business."

This is a reference to Wisconsin's only wind powered sawmill.
August C. Franck was the grandfather of Mrs. Earl Thums,
a/k/a Vivian. The windmill stood in Westboro.

"L.A. Rousseau, manager of the RLLC, is quoted as follows by the free press after his visit to Milwaukee
recently: “the mills are sawing 130,000 [board] feet day. All hemlock and hardwood, there is little pine left in
Taylor County.”"

This means that the first bank in Rib Lake was incorporated
using a charter from the State of Wisconsin. In contrast the
new bank was a "National Bank".

The Fawn Valley school stood in the SE corner of Peche Road
and Fawn Avenue. It was torn down in the late 1960s by
Marlin Walbeck who used the lumber to build his new home
on CTH C.

In 2008 the building still proudly stands as the Ultimate
Illusion beauty shop - 713 McComb Ave - Lot 5, Block D of
McComb's Racing Park Addition. What was Lemon's
Furniture Store is now Mid-Wisconsin Bank - 717 McComb
Ave.
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J.J. Kennedy &
family

Short clip indicates that "H.[Hugh]J. Kennedy does street
labor for village." This is consistent with Hugh's occupation
being listed as laborer in the 1905 census.

Railroads "A section crew is laying new 60 pound rails from the mill to the switch west of the depot."
Wisconsin Central
& RLLC
Schools & Fawn "The Fawn Valley school opened Sept. 8 with an attendance of 52. Indications point to an enrollment of 90
This was the era of big families.
Valley
the present school year. The new wood shed of the Fawn Valley School is nearly completed. It is 16 x 24 and
12 feet high built on a stone foundation. Phil Bonde has the contract and the workmanship is right up to date."
Railroads - RLLC "Parties wishing to go out in the woods on the logging train must first obtain a ticket at the office and sign a
release of damages against the company in the event they should become injured. The logging road is not a
common carrier and it is not more than right that the company should protect itself from claims of damages to
passengers."
Agriculture
"County Clerk Martin has compiled from the assessor's report statements of the total crop yield for 1902 and
the total number of acres plated this year. Number of bushels harvested last year, wheat 7,831, corn 1245, oats
88,860, barley 9,290, rye 9,652, flaxseed 17, potatoes 66,298; other root crops, 5,818, hay 13,064 tons, butter
173,229 pounds; cheese 79,450 pounds. Number acres seeded this year, wheat 544, corn 100, oats 3,136,
barley 436, rye 508, flaxseed 4, potatoes 635, other root crops 22, cultivated grass 6,661.”
Businesses & Rib "The new sawmill to be located near Schaack's station has arrived and will be in running order in a few days.
Lake - Town
This will be a great benefit to the people of this section."

Schaack's "station" was located in the SW 1/4 - SE 1/4,
Section 20, Town 33 North, Range 3 East. It later became the
site for Schaack's Post Office. The "station" was on the newly
constructed Rib Lake to Spirit Falls railroad line.

Overview 9/11/1903

"Rib Lake is desined to become a place of 2000 inhabitants inside of two years. Why? You asked. "What will
make it so?" The RLLC with his finely equipped plant, with millions of feet of timber at its command. The
US Leather Co is building one of the best tanneries in Wisconsin and has enough bark enough to run it for
years. F.J. Hintz is also to increase his mill's capacity. Flour mills and creameries will soon be added. All of
these things help to build banks, stores, blacksmith shops, etc. Why do you wait to buy a home? All the scare
of the tanneries and the mills going somewhere else is over. Put your money in Rib Lake real estate. It is as
good as gold. Call on F.L. Adams. [advertisement]
J.J. Kennedy & "William Kennedy arrived from Waverly, Idaho, Monday, and after a short visit with parents and friends
family
intends to go back to Ithica, New York, to continue his study of law at Cornell University."
Library
"Miss Marvin, organizer of the Wisconsin Free Library Commisson, and Miss. Hislop, librarian of Medford,
were in the village Friday for the purpose of inspecting the public library. They were glad to find such an
extensive library in our little burg, and offered some very good suggestions.¶ The party given at Bonneville's
opera hall last Friday evening for the benefit of the public library was a grand success both socially and
financially. About $25 was netted."
RLLC & Tannery "The RLLC has begun to ship bark to the local tannery."
RLLC
"The big mill shut down for the season Tuesday morning at 9 o'clock, after a long and steady run. It will be put Mills in that time were to run as long as they had logs. The
in ship shape for another long run."
RLLC ran out of logs at this time and shut its mill down.
Railroads "If any of those editors who represent the corporate interests in their fight against La Follette want any proof
Wisconsin Central as to the justness of the governor's freight rate bill, let them come to Rib Lake and interview some of our
farmers or other small shippers and then they may find out if all are treated alike."
Camps & RLLC NOW SKIDDING LOGS AND BARK. "RLLC has 5 camps in good running order. Mr. L.A. Rousseau,
general manager of the RLLC, was in the woods several days this week to inspect the logging operations. He
informs the Herald that his company has 5 camps in operation in the forests northwest of this village. [RPR
believes this should read northeast] and on an average distance of 10 miles from the sawmill. The number of
men employed being 310, who are at the present time engaged in skidding bark and logs. If the weather
continues favorable they will have about 6,000 cords of bark ready to haul before Christmas. The company
does its own logging, no contractors being employed. The coming winter they intend to bank about 4 million
feet of hardwood, and about 23 million feet of hemlock, depending on the condition of the weather. They
have about 2 million feet near Harpers Lake, which will be hauled with teams. The sawmill is being put in
ship shape for a steady run when the cold weather sets in. The company can give employment to 50 more
woodsmen."

From the description of the camps given in the Rib Lake
Herald for 1902 and 1903, they were located along the railroad
line between Rib Lake and Spirit Falls. This would place
them to the NE of the Village of Rib Lake.
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Railroads INTEND TO BUILD A DEPOT. "The Wisconsin Central Railway Company intends to build a depot in Rib
Wisconsin Central Lake on the site occupied by the present one. They have asked the RLLC, George Braun and A. Earnstein for
a right-of-way. In the first two cases they have obtained it, but Mr. Earnstein thinks the railroad is rich and
can afford to pay a good price for it. ¶ As matters stand now, we do not expect to see a new depot here until
the [charcoal] coal kilns crumble into dust, unless the railroad people decide to locate it on some other site."
RLLC

"Herb Miller, shipping clerk for the RLLC, returned last week from a 2 week trip on the road and brought a
nice bunch of orders for lumber. The company has more orders than they can ship on account of a scarcity of
[rail] cars. Their planing mill yard is full of lumber, ready to load and waiting for cars."
J.J. Kennedy & "Don’t you believe it for a moment" said John J. Kennedy of Rib Lake at the Hotel Pfister, when asked if it
HERE J.J. KENNEDY INSISTS THAT HE HAS NO
family
was true that he intended to leave Wisconsin and go into the lumber business in Idaho. "I have lived in
INTENTION OF MOVING OUT OF WISCONSIN.
Wisconsin most of my life, and I mean to stay here. I've been out in Idaho two or three times to give my son a
little advice about how to build the mills he has out there, but have no intention of moving. I have sold out my
lumber interests in the Rib Lake Company and I have retired. Just at the present I am engaged in remodeling
and enlarging my house, and when I get it finished, will settle down and take comfort in Wisconsin, which I
consider to be the best all around spot on earth."" Milwaukee Sentinel (emphasis added)
Agriculture
"Wis. Central seeks settlers by new methods. ¶ The Wisconsin Central Railroad; through its land department,
&Railroads has instituted a new system of advertising cut over land in Price, Taylor and Ashland counties which promises
Wisconsin Central to bring many settlers to Northern Wisconsin this winter and next spring. Not only will the department secure
the settlement of its land by the proposed plan, but it will bring prospective settlers to the northern woods this
winter, where employment will be given them by lumber companies, who in years past have constantly
complained of scarcity of help. ¶ ADVERTISING FOR 300 MEN. The plan we have adopted is really a very
simple one, said Valentine May, assistant land commissioner of the road. "And to sum the matter it means that
the men who cleared the forest away this winter will practically be clearly up their own farms at no expense to
themself." At the same time they will be earning good wages monthly, which in the spring can be applied to
the purchase of tracts selected. We have already received calls from lumber mills at Highbridge, Rib Lake and
Phillips for over 300 men, and we are advertising in the daily papers of large cities, hoping by these
Agriculture
means to get into communication with prospective settlers to whom we can offer good positions during the
&Railroads winter. ¶ OPPORTUNITY IS GOOD ONE. "The class of settlers to which our offer will appeal are those
Wisconsin Central persons in large cities who have a taste for agricultural life and wish to leave the noisy life of the city for the
(cont)
quiet of the pine woods, but financially are unable to do so. To men so situated we offer to secure for them
employment in lumber camps. They will have an opportunity at little to no expense to visit northern
Wisconsin and work throughout the winter. By saving their wages they can in the spring make a first payment
on a farming tract. Then they can pass the summer in improving this property, erecting a log house and
plowing and seeding the virgin soil. The crop of the first year will natually bring in money, which can by used
in furthering the work of improvement. The following winter they can again obtain employment with the
lumber company, thus again making money enough to keep up payment on their farm, which at the close of 4
or 5 years will be free from debt. Not alone that, but the farm itself will have increased in value greatly by that
time.
Agriculture
PLAN IS ALREADY SHOWING RESULTS. In many instances it will be found that men going into the
&Railroads northwoods this winter will take up tracts from which they themselves had stripped of timber. Then to, these
Wisconsin Central men will find plenty of opportunities through the summer to find employment around the lumber mills, thus
(cont)
enabling them to earn more money and pay for the site they have selected." Milwaukee Free Press
Railroads "The Wisconsin Central Railway officials arrived in Rib Lake with their special train Tuesday morning and
Wisconsin Central intended to go through to Tomahawk, but learning that Mr. Rousseau was in the woods inspecting logging
operations, they returned to Chelsea."
People
"B.J. Landaal [sic] of Spencer is in the village this week for the purpose of writing life insurance. He
represents a good company and the easy terms offered by him ought not fail to attract the attention of those
wanting to be insured. Mr. Landaal [sic] was at one time a prominent citizen of Rib Lake, and his old time
friends, including the Herald, were pleased to shake hands with him."
Businesses

"George Stump, who has opened the restaurant in the Skidmore Building, has a nice place and the same is
become very popular with customers who want a good meal on short order. A large supply of cigars, candy,
bread, and cake of all kinds always on hand. Mr. Stump is a professional cook, a genial fellow, and always
puts on the board the best in the house. The restaurant is open all night."

Continuing interest by the Wis. Central in upgrading the Rib
Lake - Spirit Falls lines.
B.J. Landaal probably gave his name to Landall [sic] Street.

The budding Rib Lake economy justified an all night
restaurant.
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People

"Adon Allard, who went out west last spring, arrived from Coeur d'Alene, Idaho, last Friday and tells us many
interesting things about the place. The city now has a population of 3,000 and is booming. The Kennedy folks
are well, John E., Angus and Dan are working on the sawmill which is being built for John J. and Donald
Kennedy. Angus has charge of the work and the frame of the building is completed. Joe Malkson, who is at
Sand Point, will move to Coeur d'Alene when the sawmill begins cutting lumber. This time of the year the
rainy season sets in and until it ceases, there will be little work performed outdoors. Coeur d'Alene is
becoming connected to other cities by an electric railroad." (emphasis added)
"National Fraternal League Organized. A national frateral league was organized at Grim's Hall last Friday
evening and the following officers were elected: C.F. Whittlinger, Counselor; Henry Nichols, Vice Counselor;
Joe Hazelton, past counselor, F. Keather, Secretary; T.R. Begley, Tresurer, Ed Curran, Warden; Spencer
Clark, outer guard; trustees: George F. Braun, E.W. Shelp, T.R. Begley. The lodge starts out with 35 charter
members.
"The executive board of the US Leather Company arrived here Tuesday with their special train, and spent the
greater part of the afternoon at the tannery. On their visit depends the order for the construction of a new roll
loft. Up to the hour of our going to press, the local officials have received no orders to begin the work."
"H.J. Kennedy, jobber, subject to acceptance, $35."

Angus and his son, John E. Kennedy, ran an ad in a Coeur
d'Alene newspaper for railroad ties, cedar poles, telephone
poles and telegraph poles. It listed their location as 105
Second Street, Coeur d'Alene, Idaho.

The Village Board voted to pay Hugh J. Kennedy $35 at their
meeeting of Oct. 28, 1903. This is further proof that J.J.
Kennedy's brother was actively employed in Rib Lake in the
year 1903 while his brothers, Angus and possibly J.J., were
involved in new enterprises at Coeur D'Alene, Idaho.

"Prominent citizens of Rib Lake, Taylor County, have organized a company for the purpose of engaging in the
sheep industry. A large tract of rough, cutover lands has been secured and the company will sheep from the
western ranges, ship the same to Taylor County, and fatten the animals for market on their rich clover and
timothy, which these lands produce. The men at the head of the enterprise are careful businessmen and know
how to figure on a profit. The experiment will be watched with great interest by farmers and stockmen."
Montreal River (Hurley) Minor [newspaper]
"The infant daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Albert Knop died Tuesday and was buried in the village cemetery
Wednesday afternoon."
The first page of the Herald prints a beautiful photograph of
the "Rib Lake Public School". It is the old Ward School. A
view taken from the south. The text reads "Mr. James UpJohn
permits us to use the above cut, which he had made last
summer for printing the covers of his special line of school
tablets. Since this picture was made the school baord has a
new walk built to the schoolhouse."

"Mr. L.A. Rousseau and family moved into their new home on Main Street last Saturday. The place is larger
than the one they vacated, and they now can enjoy this earthy life with more comfort."

In 1903 the Village of Rib Lake did have a street named
"Main Street". It ran southward from the RLLC mill along the
lake shore to the former J.J. Kennedy residence at the junction
of Second and Church Streets. It was nicknamed, "The Gold
Coast" because of the affluence of those who resided along
that highly desirable street.
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Tannery

TANNERY IMPROVEMENTS "Established confidence in the future of Rib Lake and vicinity. The writer
observed to his great satisfaction the confidence which the improvements produce among all classes of our
citizens and the resulting stimulus to trade. The new buildings are large and constructed of the best materials
with making them answer their purpose for many years to come. The new yard building is 498 x 50 feet and 3
stories high. On a west side are two additions, the beam house, 116 x 16 feet and 1 story high and the scrub
house, 40 x 64 feet and about 1 1/2 stories high. This yard building is one of the largest in the northwest. The
upper part of it will be the dry loft. The new beam house will accommodate 15 beamsters, as compared with
10 in the old one. The scrub room will contain 4 wheels, two 8 feet and two 10 feet in diameter. The two large
ones are termed extract wheels, one of the smaller ones a scubbing wheel and the other an oil wheel. A 50 hp
engine will be stationed in this building. In the yard will be one engine to run the air pump, hide mills and
coloring wheel. The roll loft for which the foundation is being laid will be 50 x 200 feet and 21 feet high.
Tannery (cont)
The rules in the engine (30 hp) from the Phillips tannery will be used. The dynamo will be located in this
building. The first floor of the loft will be on a level with the second floor in the yard. The finished leather
will be taken to the second floor by means of an elevator to be weighed and shipped. The lower loft will be
north of the boiler room and west of the scrub room and the car in which the leather will be loaded will be run
in through the bark mill building. It will not be completed for two months yet. ¶ Next spring the sweat house
will be replaced by a lime process. The old roll loft will be used for a hide house. ¶ The three departments
are represented by competent men who have had long experience. Mr. H. Zeigler, chief of the tanning
department, is one of the best known tanners in the northwest. Mr. E. Curzwell, who had charge of the
accounts and correspondence, has the full confidence of his employers and is an able exponent of the
bookkeeping fraternity. Mr. Walter Patrick, who has charge of the outside work, is thorougly posted on the
topography of the country, and has had many years experience in his business and knows his men."
Rib Lake - Village WANT ELECTRIC PLANT. "The taxpayers carried the proposition by a majority of 22 votes. The results of
& Utilities
the special election held last Monday for the purpose of bonding the Village of Rib Lake for $7,000 for a
municipal electric lighting plant was in favor of the proposition. Total number of votes cast was 70, of which
46 were for the measure and 24 against it. ¶ Some taxpayers say it would be better to bond the village to
induce factories to come here by giving them a bonus. That looks better on paper than in practice. Suppose a
factory comes here, gets a bonus and a free site. What happens? This. Strangers, not the taxpayers, come here
and get a job just as easily as the taxpayers who helped to pay the bonus. Land values advance and the poor
man will pay that much more for rent or for a home without a proportionate increase in wages. New stores
and hotels will spring up, and therefore, the businessmen will getter no better share than they do now. Who,
then, has benefitted the most. The bonused factory."
Whittlesey
"G.A. Hertel of Whittlesey was in the Village Saturday and made a brief call at the Herald office. He informs
that the sawmill which will locate there is an outfit of about 12 horsepower."

Sheep Ranch

"H.A. McDonald, secretary of the Rib Lake Livestock Association, informs us that they have made extensive
improvements on their sheep ranch north of the Village this fall. Eighty acres of land is cleared, rolled and
fenced. A 16 x 20 foot building has been put up and the ground is prepared for a shed 30 x 300 feet, which will
be built next spring. They have purchased 1000 head of sheep, which will be delivered April 1."

The US Leather Company is making substantial investments
in the Rib Lake Tannery. It would last another 19 years.

The electric plant was on the south side of Church St where it
junctioned with State Road. The building was later the Heindl
Store.

In the next edition of the Herald the following letter was
printed: "A letter received at this office from Mr. McNamar
of Urquhart, Wisconsin, partly reads as follows: "We
understand by a paper printed in this county that you are
responsible for an item stating that the sawmill which is being
built at Whittlesey is an outfit of 12 horsepower. You say that
Mr. Hertel is your informant. Now, we wish to say that we are
putting in a mill at Whittlesey of 30 horsepower and we expect
to do business there." Good! That will give the place a new
lease of life; the town will grow, the farmers will come in to
trade and real estate will boom."
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A HORRIBLE ACCIDENT! "James Talbot, while unloading logs, was killed. It is our sad duty to chronicle
the untimely death of another Rib Lake citizen - a father of a large family. Last Saturday afternon James
Talbot and Anton Nehiba were unloading logs off the [rail] cars at the landing on the north bank of the lake.
They were under the car and unhooked the wrappers, as it is usually done. The chains being unhooked, Mr.
Nehiba said, they are coming (meaning logs), Mr. Talbot is said to have made the following reply, or
something nearly like it "yes, I guess so". Mr. Nehiba was on the side away from the lake under the car, and
Mr. Talbot was on the opposite side and under the car also. He stepped out, his foot slipped (so it appears) and
was too late to escape the topmost log, about 14" in diameter, which was rolling down. The top end of it
struck him on the left side of the head and killed him outright. ¶ Deceased was a member of the Rib Lake
Camp 890, Modern Woodmen of America, since last July, and carried a $2,000 insurance from that order."
"J.J. Kennedy returned from Idaho last Saturday morning, hale and hearty. He reports that all the former Rib We still do not see any type of an interview with J.J. Kennedy
Lakers are quite well, that the new mill will be soon completed and the place is growing."
by the editor of the Rib Lake Herald. It appears the people in
Rib Lake are afraid to ask J.J. Kennedy whether he intends to
move or not.
JOHN A. MCDONALD "The following death notice of John A. McDonald, brother of James McDonald of
this place, is copied from a Canadian paper. Twelve years ago he worked for the Sherry Lumber Company in
this state [Sherry, Wisconsin was just northwest of Marshfield]: ¶ "It is with much regret that we announce the
death in the Royal Victoria Hospital, Montreal, on Thursday, Nov. 12, of John A. McDonald, son of
Alexander McDonald, 16-3 Kenyon. On Friday morning, the remains, accompanied by his brother Duncan,
arrived by C.A.R. [Canadian Atlantic Railroad] and were conveyed to his father's residence from where the
funeral took place on Saturday from St. Finan's Cathedral and Cemetery, requiem high mass being celebrated
by the Rev. Fr. McRae. ¶ Messrs. H.J. Kennedy, W.J. Kennedy, Dougald Cameron, James Cameron, J.J.
McDonald and Colin McPherson were pallbearers. ¶ The deceased, who was in his 41st year, had been ailing
for some time and several weeks prior to his death was removed to the Royal Victoria Hospital, where death
ensued on the date above-mentioned.
¶ Besides his parents, he leaves to mourn his loss five brothers and two sisters, all of whom were present at the
funeral with the exception of James, who is in Rib Lake, Wisconsin. The other members of the family are
Duncan A., Donald J., John and Eliza, at home; Donald, 4th Kenyon, and Mrs. Jay Rafferty, 8th
Charlottenburg. ¶ Sympathy is extended to the bereaved.""

"Ice house of the RLLC is being enlarged."
"A few days before Thanksgiving, notices were posted in various placing announcing that the Westboro
Lumber Company would give a dinner Thanksgiving day to the people of Westboro and Chelsea in the W.O.
W. Hall at Westboro from 11:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. In the meantime preparations were going on for the dinner.
Four rows of tables were arranged in the hall with a seating capacity of 246 people and were loaded with good
things to eat. Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Kaye acted as host and hostess, assisted by several of their friends.
Between 500-600 people ate dinner at the hall. The Town Hall was thrown open for the children to use and
they enjoyed themselves as only children can. In the evening dancing was engaged in by all who wished.
Music was furnished by the band and orchestra, and the ball broke up in the wee small hours of the morning.
All who attended are loud in their praises of the good time they had on Thanksgiving. As entertainers, Mr. and
Mrs. Kaye have no peer. The ball affair follows: coffee, tea, roast turkey, dressing, cranberry sauce, creamed
potatoes, cabbage salad, sliced ham, baked beans, Boston brown bread, white bread, buns. Dessert: pumpkin
pie, mince pie, blueberry pie."
Agriculture
STAY ON THE FARM. "The farmer with a quarter section of land and a dozen good milch cows is an
independent man, because he is absolutely sure of an increase from $40-50 per month from the sale of milk
alone, besides keeping his family supplied with plenty of corn and butter. The increase of his stock and other
products of his farm add to his profits, and besides, all this land increases in value each year. Too many young
farmers fool themself into the idea that everything is lovely and comes easily in the town or city. No greater
mistake could be made by the young farmers than to flock to the hustling, cold hearted business centers in
search of employment. Wages are poor, friends are scarce and the very air is saturated with poison. In the city
there is no freedom compared with country life. Hundreds of poor clerks and other employees in the city are
looking forward to the time when they will be owners and workers of a small farm and get away from the
undesirable features of city life. Why do they do it? Because they have had a taste of the city, with all of its
drawbacks, cold heartedness and cramped quarters, and they long for freedom like a prison convict.
Agriculture (cont) Boys, stick to your farm and keep your health and freedom and put yourself in a position to lay up something
for a rainy day. The farm will do it for you.

An obituary is published for John A. McDonald, described as
a brother of James McDonald and Duncan A. McDonald of
Rib Lake; John A. worked for the Sherry Lumber Company of
Sherry, Wisconsin, 12 years ago. Born in Montreal, Canada,
son of Alexander. ¶ THE PALLBEARERS INCLUDE H.J.
KENNEDY AND W.J. KENNEDY. I take this to mean two
of the Kennedy brothers, since the 4th brother, Angus, is in
Coeur d'Alene.

Nota Bene: William G. Kennedy, the son of J.J., is attending
school at Ithaca, New York. This probably establishes that J.J.
Kennedy's brother, William's middle initial is J.

Now that was first class.

This is in the center of the first page of this edition. No author
is cited. Was this really written by J.J. Voemastek, the editor
and printer of the Herald?
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Railroad

"New railroad project. For some time there has been a rumor afloat that the Wisconsin Central intended
building a cut off line from Junction City, in Portage County, to Chelsea, Taylor County, and at last
information has been given out which confirms the rumor. The most direct line for the new road would enter
Marathon Co. about 6 miles west of Dancy and pass through the towns of Burgen, Emmett, Wein, Reibrock
and Johnson, passing 1 ½ miles west of Edgar and pass through Athens. But as in building the railroad the
easiest path of construction would be followed, it would bring the line directly through Edgar. ¶ The plan
seems most feasible, for besides opening up the splendid territory of farming and timberland; it would lessen
the distance from Junction City to Chelsea about 20 miles, the road being about 68 miles and the new one
being 48, which will mean a great savings of time for trains running between Chicago and Ashland. ¶ The
matter is being pushed by several other businessmen of this village and of Athens and already miles of the
right-of-way have been secured and railroad officials will be called upon to take up the matter and lay their
surveys.” Edgar press
Tannery
Bark is coming in [into the tannery compound] at the rate 25 sleigh loads and 10 carloads per day. The bark
mill will start up in a few days."
Tannery & RLLC HAULING THEIR BARK "The RLLC is hauling their [sic] bark at the rate of about 10 carloads per day, and
will have about 7000 cords all told. Logging operations are progressing nicely, the weather is favorable and
men are so plentiful that some of them beg for a job."
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This was indeed a rumor.

Bark was both sleighed into the tannery and came by way of
railroad car.
The reference to cars is to a railroad car. The railroad line that
had just been built eastward from the Rib Lake sawmill to
Spirit Falls gave the company access to an area rich in
hemlock. Hemlock was the source of the bark used for
tanning. Today, April 8, 2008, I had an interesting talk with
County Forester Osmond regarding Taylor County and
hemlock. According to Osmond, Taylor County not only was
the source of magnificent stands of virgin hemlock, but it is
the one county in the State of Wisconsin in which hemlock is
reproducing well today. He attributes it to the clay loam soil
high in acidity.

WORK IS STOPPED "Work on the new roll loft at the tannery was stopped on account of cold weather. The
old roll-loft will be used this winter. Carpenters who have been retained are finishing the new yard buiding.
Bark is coming in at the rate of 65 sleighs loads and 10 [rail] carloads per day. The bark mill will start up in a
few days."

That is a phenomenal volume of tanbark. The roll loft
building got its name from the rollers used there. As part of
the finishing process, hides were rolled by a power roller. It
was made of brass. My father said it shone a bright metallic
color because the rolling process stripped it of any
oxidation/rust.

"J.J. Kennedy was out to Chelsea Tuesday."

I will try to catch every mention of the whereabouts of J.J.
Kennedy as it is printed in the Herald. This will help us keep
track of when and if he leaves Rib Lake.
The bark yard was an approx. 10 acre parcel of land to the
west of the tannery and to the east of West Street. Huge bark
piles were maintained there. In between bark pile, railroad
spur lines ran from which the bark could be off-loaded into the
huge piles.

"The tannery locomotive is on the repair list and one of the RLLC's engines is doing the switching in the bark
yards."

"Winter started in earlier then usual and this month we have as much snow and cold weather as we are
accustomed to have in January. Last Sunday morning the thermometer registered 26 degrees below zero in
some parts of the Village. At Rhinelander it was down to 34 below zero. During the day it was freezing hard
and in the evening the mercury dropped to 16 below goose egg. The deep snow has blockaded the railroad
tracks and the RLLC asked for a flanger. The same was brought in Tuesday evening and the tracks were
cleared Wednesday."
Overview "Is Rib Lake booming? The tannery partly shut down and the big mill completely shut down makes the
12/18/1903
Village "a little quiet". However, builders do not stop for anything and two buildings that we now of are being
plastered despite the freezing weather. Several other buildings are in the process of construction. There are
more parties and entertainments happening here in 6 months than in any other place in this county in a year.
The future of Rib Lake is very bright; the people know it and are light hearted, but they will not let the
committee on equalization hold them up with impunity!"
Post Office & Konz "Konz Post Office. A new post office was established east of Rib Lake to be known as Konz Post Office and
Stephen Konz is the new postmaster. He received his commission Tuesday. The new post office has been a
long felt want and a great number of people in that district are happy. We congratulate Mr. Konz on his
government position."

A flanger is a railroad terms for a snowplow.

The reference to the committee on equalization is a reference
to the battle that the Town and Village of Rib Lake were
having over the tax assessments made by the Taylor County
Board of Supervisors. In the opinion of the Rib Lakers, they
were unjustified and way too high.
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"As the event approaches, many are busy preparing their costumes for the Grand Masquerade Ball, which will
be given at Bonneville's Opera Hall New Year's Eve. The Rib Lake Orchestra of 4 pieces will furnish the
music and John Doyle will do the prompting. The following reception committee will be stationed at the door:
John Curran, Robert Aiken, Henry Strand, and Dr. Wichman. The following gentlemen will act in the capacity
of floor managers: Ed Dechine, William Grabs, Paul Long, Ed Curran, Charles Whittlinger and Thomas
Watson. Prizes will be awarded to the best lady, best gentleman and best comic. Supper will be served in the
dining room. The following admission fees will be charged: to dance 75 cents; spectators 25 cents; ladies free
and supper 50 cents a couple, 3 for 75 cents and a single meal 35 cents."
"One of the jewelery-men who comes here to peddle in the [logging and bark] camps has a big dog to draw his
person and jewelery on a toboggan. He makes the camps quickly and over roads in which a horse could not
travel. He says he paid $10 for the dog, but would not sell him for $75. It would be a good plan for the boys
in this village to buy good dogs, train them in the harness and make them useful in many ways, such as hauling
wood, water and making excursions into the country."
"Donald Kennedy returned from Coeur d'Alene, Idaho yesterday."
Donald A. Kennedy was the son of J.J. Kennedy and was
active in logging. My guess is that he came to his parents
home in Rib Lake for the holidays.
"A lodge of the Modern Brotherhood of America was organized in Rib Lake Saturday evening with a
No additional information given.
membership of 71. That's a record breaker for Rib Lake."
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"Miss Jeanette Kennedy at the organ" at the Methodist Episcopal Church Sunday for the Christmas Program." RPR believes that J.J. Kennedy and his family, including his
daughter, Jeanette, were members at the Methodist Episcopal
Church of Rib Lake. Some time later it was renamed the
United Methodist Church.
"The bark which is unloaded into piles at the tannery is protected from snow until the pile is finished and
trimmed by burlap. It is in squares about 45 x 15 feet. Mrs. J.B. Aylesworth has sewed together in squares
about this size 1300 yards."

This strikes RPR as rather odd. Why would the tannery care if
hemlock bark became wet? The problem may have been that
the pile stood for a long period of time and moisture would rot
or mold it during the summer. That is speculation on the part
of RPR.

Railroads - RLLC "The RLLC now has a flanger of its own. It was built by its crew of car repairers. Last Monday it was given a A flanger was a railroad car equipped with wings to plow the
fair trial and worked satisfactory. It comes in handy as a caboose for taking out passengers and camp supplies snow away from the track. This flanger apparently had an
of a perishible nature."
enclosed building over the wheels serving as a caboose passenger car. It was constructed by the mill crew. In 2007
the old car repair shop in Rib Lake still stands on the east side
of McComb Ave and is occupied by Fisher Creek Foods.
Clubs/Orders

"Last Monday it was just 30 days in James Talbot was killed. In the evening the widow received $2,000 from James Talbot had been killed by a log at the hot pond.
the Modern Woodmen of America, insurance which the deceased carried in that order. That is promptness
which speaks well for the society."
Post Office
"The new Konz Post Office is south of Rib Lake, not east as stated in the last issue of the Herald."
J.J. Kennedy & "Mr. and Mrs. Natt McDougall arrived in Rib Lake Saturday to visit relatives and friends. Mrs. McDougall
family
(nee Christina Kennedy) will remain several weeks. Mr. McDouglall has gone to Waverly, Iowa, on
business."
Church - St. John "At the Catholic church Thursday evening, Dec. 31, rosary, German and English sermon and benediction, 7:
the Baptist Catholic 30. Friday morning January 1 high mass at 10 o'clock and German, English and French sermon. Sunday, Jan.
3, low mass at Westboro at 10 o'clock."
Western Fever
"Don't be fooled with the advertised "riches of South Dakota". It is the birthplace of the blizzard and the home
of the drought and grasshopper. It may have good land, but it is out of reach of the ordinary home seeker. In
Taylor County you are offered good timber land at a good figure and easy terms of payment. If any of your
friends are seeking a new location, have them apply to any of our real estate dealers for particulars. All
dealers advertised in the Herald are reliable, honest men and not land sharks."
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Hintz

"Getchel's new residence. Mr. and Mrs. E.C. Getchel now are settled in their comfortable home. It is the
largest, costliest and most comfortable residence in Rib Lake. The editor of this paper experienced great
pleasure in going through it the other day from cellar to garrett. ¶ It is situated on a hill which may be said to
overlook Rib Lake, the grass is nice and level and will make a nice lawn next summer. The building is 36 x 48
feet on the ground, two stories high, ceilings downstairs are 10 feet and upstairs 9 feet. Passing through the
vestibule we enter a hallway 14 x 18 feet. On your right is a cozy corner and staircase. The latter is built from
solid oak, smooth finished and varnished. Under it is a small closet. Before us is a large sliding door leading
to the dining room. To the right of it is a telephone suspended on the wall. To the left is a sliding door leading
to the parlor. All flooring in the house is special dried and fitted maple and all casings in hemlock "satin"
finish. The parlor is 15 x 18 feet. On the west side is the library, 17 x 18 feet. In this room is a very large
fireplace in the north wall. West of the library is a large bedroom. North of the library is the dining room, 15
x 18 feet.
¶ In the west wall of this room is a large china closet. West of the dining room is the kitchen, 11 x 13
feet. In this room is a large pantry, faucets for hot and cold water, sink, dumb waiter to the
basement, and a large range. The water is heated either by the range or by the furnace in the
basement. Walking down a flight of stairs we find ourselves in the basement. This will be finished
with cement next spring. In the center stands a large Mueller furnace capable of taking 4 foot wood
and which heats the whole house. A gasoline engine stands next to the pump in the well and is
ready to be started up to pump water at a moment's notice. The water is pumped into a tank in the
attic, which holds about 10 barrels. Hot and cold water may be drawn in the basement, and this will
be very handy on wash days. From each side of the basement issues a pipe, which is connected to
the pump and to which a fire hose may be connected for fire protection. In the attic also stands a
pipe to which a fire hose is attached permanently. On the second floor, which may be reached by
two stairs are three bedrooms with large closets adjoining them, a bathroom and a linen closet. The
house is wired for electric lighting,
there is but one chimney, 24 x 36 inches outside measure which takes care of all smoke.
"F.J. Hintz' sawmill has contract for 50,000 railroad ties."

E.C. Getchel was in charge of the Rib Lake bank. In 2007, the
E.C. Getchel structure still stands at 933 West Street and is
occupied by the Dallmann-Kniewel Funeral Home.

The article indicated this order will require 150 railroad car
loads and take 60 days to run through the local mill.
LARGEST IN THE WORLD! "The RLLC is the Largest Hemlock Manufactuer in the World. 25 million feet I have no corroboration of the claim that the Rib Lake Lumber
to be cut this season. The lumber cut throughout the country will generally be less than last year. ¶
Company was the largest hemlock manufacturer in the world.
Milwaukee Sentinel, Nov. 28 "The Board of Directors of the RLLC held a meeting in this city [Milwaukee],
Note the comment that J.J.Kennedy is engaged in the lumber
which was attended by a number of the businessmen of the southern Wisconsin towns. Among them were H. business in Idaho with his sons, plural, and brother, singular.
Sanborn of Ashland, Wisconsin, L.R. Rousseau and H.C. Miller of Rib Lake "The company is the largest
hemlock lumber producing concern in the world." said Mr. Miller, at the Republican [hotel], "and her cut will
be as large this season as last. My opinion is, however, that the lumber cut will be generally considerably less.
We expect to put in about 25,000 feet of hemlock. ¶ "J.J. Kennedy, the former owner of the Rib Lake plant,
has engaged in the lumber business in Idaho, and in company with his sons and brother, is building a large mill
for the manufacture of pine lumber. A number of his former employees have gone out there and as a result
northern Wisconsin will have a considerable addition to the lumbermen operating in Idaho pine.
Up in our section we have excellent sleighing as the ground is covered by snow. Snow came too early in the
season to make good logging, for the ground was not frozen. However, conditions are better this year than
they were last season."
RIB LAKE SHEEP ASSOCIATION.
This article indicates Rib Lake Sheep Association is building
sheds on its sheep ranch north of the Village. Sheds will be 30
x 200 feet with a wing 30 x 100 feet and will be ready for
sheep next spring.
MAKING A RECORD. "F.J. Hintz, the lumberman, is doing big business. One thousand ties per day. Has
Note that there was more than one sawmill operating in the
20 teams and 75 men employed. More teams wanted." "Three ties in two minutes. That's what the sawmill of Village of Rib Lake simultaneously.
F.J. Hintz is doing. A representative of The Herald was in the mill Monday. John Lemke was at the lever.
Henry Stelling fired and tended the engine and Theordore Hintz scaled logs and looked after the 15 or 20 men
working outside of the mill. ¶F.J. Hintz is logging this winter and has kept on the run from morning till night
to oversee the various departments. He has about 20 teams hauling tie timber and logs. One haul is 1 1/2
miles long and is north of the mill. The other is 2 miles long and is south of the mill. These teams bring in
about 300 logs and 2,000 ties per day. Mr. Hintz is looking for more teams and expects to have 2 million feet
of timber and 100,000 ties west of the mill by the first of March. He had 500 cords of bark and this has been
hauled with the exception of 4 or 5 loads. ¶ The mill is in good trim for hard work. The two boilers furnish
plenty of steam for the engine. ¶ The ties to complete the present contract will be finished in the latter part of
May.
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Tannery

HIDES PUT INTO SOAK. "The tannery will run full blast in another week. The tannery bark mill was
started up last Saturday. This week's hides were put in to soak and in a few days the beamsters and the rollers
can go to work. ¶ The dry spell is broken and nearly all old hands will be working in their former places. The
management of the tannery intended to have it running long ago but one obstacle followed another and caused
delay. The last one has finally been surmounted."
Railroad-Wisconsin WILL NOT STAY. "G.F. Collins, the depot agent, will not stay in Rib Lake and has sent in his resignation.
Central
A man to take his place is expected daily. It appears as though the station had a reputation all over the line and
agents dread to take it. We are told that the railroad people promised to build a new depot next spring for L.B.
Williams.
RLLC
WILL START NEXT MONDAY. "The big mill is almost ready to start - boiler causes delay. ¶ 450,000 feet
of timber banked daily. One more engine will be put in operation and 6 flat cars will be added to the rolling
stock. L.A. Rousseau, the manager of the RLLC, has given out the statement that if the boiler maker finishes
the necessary repairs on time, the sawmill will start next Monday. A mud drum on one of the boilers was
discovered to be in bad condition and will be replaced by a new one. ¶ The news of the mill starting up was
welcomed by the businessmen and the mill hands were waiting for their old jobs. ¶ The company is logging
with sleighs and by rail and about 450,000 feet of timber is banked daily. Another locomotive, the 3-Spot,
which has been idle since last fall, will be put in service. The Wisconsin Central [Railroad] has loaned the
company 6 flat cars and the same will be used for conveying bark. The last of their bark will be hauled in
March."
Environment
"Farmers clearing land on the newest sections are not apt to properly consider the subject of forestry in their
The Wisconsin Agriculturist was a magazine. I believe it is
desire to get rid of the timber, but there will come a time when they will wish they had more been considerate, still published.
not only of their own welfare, but that of their children. The day is at hand when men who are looking for
farms want a nice grove of trees thereon and will pay more for a farm with this feature than otherwise. A
wood lot properly cared for will continue to grow and produce sufficient for the need of the farm for all time.
And a little study of the subject of forestry will greatly aid in maintaining the tract in good condition Wisconsin Agriculturalist"
J.J. Kennedy & Donald Kennedy left for Idaho last week to note the progress of work on his new sawmill at that place.
Donald A. was the son of J.J. Kennedy.
family
Westboro
This article announces that the Westboro Lumber Company is
operating Camp 6 east of Chelsea - using six, 4-horse teams
and 35 men in camp. The haul to Chelsea is 6 miles long.
William Pope is the foreman. The Westboro Lumber
Company expects to bank 3 1/2 million feet in Chelsea. [Note
by Rusch: It is not clear whether the logs were sawed in
Chelsea or shipped by rail to Westboro or elsewhere.]

1/15/1904

J.J. Kennedy &
family

"Stockholders elected directors of First National Bank: J.J. Kennedy, E.H. Walker, K.J. Urquhart, Charles
Thorp, Duncan McLennan, L.A. Rousseau, George E. Hazen, Fred M. Shaw and J.H. Wagoner."

J.J. Kennedy feels attached enough to Rib Lake to be elected a
director at the First National Bank despite the fact that his son,
Donald A., is building a sawmill in Coeur d'Alene, Idaho. See
Rib Lake History document #11808 and 11808A on CD.
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"J.J. Kennedy, with E.H. Walker, Attorney William Pringle, and James Radicker, directors of the RLLC, went J.J. Kennedy remains active on the board of the RLLC despite
to Milwaukee to attend a meeting of the Board of Directors of the RLLC."
the fact that he is reportedly building a sawmill in Coeur
d'Alene.
"Milwaukee Sentinel, Nov. 28, 1903 reports: "J.J. Kennedy, former owner of Rib Lake plant, has engaged in The abstract to the J.J. and Flora Kennedy residence site on
the lumber business in Idaho in company with his sons and brother and is building a large mill for manufacture the lake in the Village demonstrates that on 1/27/1904 J.J.
of pine lumber. A number of his former employees have gone out there and as a result - northern Wisconsin
transferred title to the real estate to his daughter, Jeanette
will have a considerable addition of the lumbermen operating in Idaho pine."
Kennedy.
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F.J. Hintz' sawmill is sold. John Mathe and Company of Almond, Wisconsin, will take possesion May 1.
Consideration $4,000. Business will be carried on just the same without interruption. "An important deal was
consummated last Wednesday morning when John Mathe and Company of Almond, Wisconsin, bought the
sawmill of F.J. Hintz. The sale is reported to be $4,000 and the deal includes the mill, all tools, sleighs, etc.
and two teams. The company will take possession on May 1 and until that time Mr. Hintz will run the
business without interruption. Logs and ties will be bought and custom sawing done, same as before. ¶ Mr.
Hintz retains possession of his store, houses and other real estate, but may sell the balance of his holdings if he
gets what he asked for them. ¶ He came here 6 years ago next spring from Underhill, Wisconsin, where he
owned a sawmill. As soon as weather permitted, he had men breaking ground on the old mill site, put up a
mill of about 10,000 capacity and had it running the following summer. After that he bought the building on
McComb Avenue from Mr. Smith and started a store. His mill burned down about 3 years ago and the
new one was built on the site north of the track where it stands today. He has been improving it from time to
time until today it contains an engine of 80 hp, two boilers, one carriage and one rotary saw, one planing
machine, one trimmer, one edger, slab saw and a shingle mill. Mr. Hintz says he has worked hard the past 6
years and now will rest for awhile. ¶ Mr. Mathe is a businessman of good standing in the community he
comes from and the people of Rib Lake will find him a good man to do business with."
Rib Lake Telephone Company asks $4,000 for the exchange and toll line. ¶ The village clerk wrote a letter to
C.B. Carr of Prentice recently to ascertain what would be the lowest cash amount that the Rib Lake Telephone
Company would take for their telephone system. Mr. Carr's brother answered the letter and stated the
company is incorporated with a capital stock of $5,000 consisting 50 shares at $100 each, and they would sell
their Rib Lake exchange and the toll line to Chelsea for $4,000. The [village] board thinks that this price is all
together too high."
"Mrs. J.J. Kennedy and daughter, Jeanette, entertained at the Kennedy house for 40 people."

J.J. Kennedy &
family
Church - St. John [Photograph showing church and rectory building from the east.] "The Catholic church and manse, Rib Lake.
the Baptist Catholic The church was built on a site donated by J.J. Kennedy in 1896 at a cost of $3,000. It has a seating capacity of
400. The manse [rectory] was built in 1903 at a cost of $2,000. Father Heeger is the present and first resident
priest in charge."
Tannery
BEAMSTERS ARE PUT TO WORK. "10 Beamsters were put to work at the tannery this week. 7 seven
started to work on Wednesday and yesterday 3 more were to begin work. The new scrub room turned out 7000
hides in 10 days and work in that department was stopped because the extract ran out. A large supply is
expected daily from the east. The hides treated by the new processor hung up in the new dry loft. The
capacity of the new scrub room is said to be 800 sides per day. Charles Kellam, an expert extract man of the
US Leather Company, came here for the purpose of seeing the new machinery in operation. E.T. Grant, of
Ridgeway, Pennsylvania, superintendent of the bark and land department of this company, was at the tannery
Wednesday. He was pleased with the amount and quality of the bark on hand, and stated that bark pile # 18 is
the best he had ever seen."
Railroads - RLLC "Bailey went to Abbotsford yesterday to bring engine #56 to Rib Lake. This engine was here last summer
with the steam shovel, and will be put on the Chelsea run. The RLLC will pay the Wisconsin Central $5 a day
for the use of it. Old "Nancy" will replaced."
Greenwood
"Hintz and Stelling will start their mill in Greenwood in February."
Railroads - RLLC "Engine #1 of the RLLC is laid up this time with a broken axel, and there are grave fears that the locomotive
will never be used again. Examination of the broken axel shows it was partially broken long ago and it was
fortunate for the engineer and firemen that the big driver did not come off when the locomotive was running at
high speed. This engine has quite a history. It was one of the finest built in this country at one time - all the
trimmings were bright, shiny brass, the woodwork was nicely varnished and decorated, and her drivers were
large to make her speedy. All railroad men that know her history say she used to run "like a scared deer". She
was used to haul the pay car on the Northern Pacific. There is some good material in her. She has done more
work and earned more money than any other engine ever owned by any railroad in this state."
Railroads - RLLC ANOTHER LOCOMOTIVE COMING. "Engineer F.C. Bailey went to Abbotsford yesterday to bring engine
#56 to Rib Lake. This engine was here last summer with the steam shovel, and will be put on the Chelsea run.
The RLLC will pay the Wisconsin Central $5 a day for the use of it. Old "Nancy" will be repaired."
J.J. Kennedy &
family

Rumor has it that J.J. Kennedy requested that the church
should be named John after him.

Photographs show large piles of hemlock bark situated to the
west of the tannery. See CDs of Rib Lake History documents
and photos.

The reference to Nancy is to the "Nancy Hanks" railroad
locomotive.

This could be the affectionately known "Nancy Hanks" or
"Nancy". The locomotive was in fact repaired and continued
to operate at least through the remainder of 1904. Earlier The
Herald reported that lumber company had four locomotives.

The RLLC needed to rent a locomotive while their first
locomotive, Old Nancy, a/k/a Nancy Hanks, was being
repaired. This shows the close cooperation between the two
rail lines.
Article reports that Mr. and Mrs. J.J. Kennedy attend a party
with Mr. and Mrs. William Pringle; also attending were Mr.
and Mrs. Allen Kennedy and Bert Kennedy.
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WILL BUY A STEAM LOADER. The RLLC will order one in the near future. "The directors of the RLLC
held a meeting at the company's office Tuesday. The following non-resident directors were present: A.W.
Sanborn, E.H. Walker and E.J. Wheeler. They had the proposition of purchasing a steam log loader under
consideration and L.A. Rousseau, E.H. Walker and E.J. Wheeler went to Phillips to see the steam loader of the
John R. Davis Lumber Company. They were at Marshfield a month ago to see the loader of the Upham
Lumber Company. We understand they will place an order for one in the near future."
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Tannery

TANNERY TAKES A DROP. "Beginning with February 1, hemlock bark dropped from $5 to $4 per cord all
along the [rail] line. Overproduction is the cause and will affect many this season, but very little ???
Mercury 30 below 0 is getting to be a common occurrence. "The average daily attendance at Fawn Valley
School is about 35. The teacher reports the school ought to be graded and made a two department school.
"Woodsmen in this section never enjoyed a better winter for logging operations than the present one and the
cut of logs this winter will equal if not surpass that of previous years. Up to the present time, there have been
85 days of sleighing.
BUY A LOG LOADER. "The RLLC has purchased one McGiffert patent steam log loader and same will
arrive next week." "J.F.W. Fawcett, representing Clyde Iron Works of Duluth, Minnesota, secured an order for
one McGiffert patent steam log loader from the Rib Lake Lumber Company last Monday and promised to
deliver the machine within 10 days. It will cost about $5,000. The machine is a loader and a locomotive
combined and will haul as many cars as any 20 ton locomotive. It does its own switching. With 600 pounds
of coal and a crew of 4 men, it will load 50 cars a day. It has a long stationery boom and does not swing. As
the machine is loading it stands on 4 steel beams, which rest on ties outside of the rails. The truckster raises
vertically and high enough to permit the cars to pass under the loader. When a car is loaded, the machine
pushes it ahead and pulls another in its place. It is the most practical log loader on the market."
WILL START UP MONDAY. About 8 men will be put to work in the roll loft at the tannery. "Mr. Zielger,
superintendent of the tanning department, informs the Herald that 8 rollers will be put to work Monday. This
is the last branch of the tannery to start up since the beginning of the improvements, and the tannery will be
running almost full force again."
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Arthur W. Pollatz DRESS MAKING "Miss Anna Pollatz wishes to announce to the ladies of Rib Lake and vicinity that she is
& Rusch
prepared to do all kinds of dress making at reasonable prices. Signed Mrs. Arthur Pollatz."
Tannery
"Just when the price of hemlock bark is dropping and becomes low, the price goes up, and the result is that
everybody peels bark. Then the supply becomes greater than the demand and the price drops down again. At
$4 per cord, the farmer and the jobber receive $.50 per cord less now than 5 years ago. Supposing that the
local tannery had 20,000 cords of bark in the piles next spring, that would run it two seasons. At $5 per cord,
the piles would represent an investment of $100,000. The company will not get one cent of interest on the
money tied up in this bark; but they must insure it and pay taxes on it. The bark will depreciate in value. The
lumber company peels most of its 25 million feet of hemlock which goes through its mill annually. The US
Leather Company owns big tracts of hemlock timber tributary to Rib Lake. Is it any wonder that the price has
dropped but $1!"
People
MADE A BIG PROFIT. "A.C. McComb says he made $21,000 on his Rib Lake investment. Oshkosh,
Wisconsin, Feb. 1904, editor, Rib Lake Herald, Dear Friend: Among other complimentary notices about the
industrial growth and prosperity of Rib Lake in the last issue of The Herald I noticed one article which not
only applies to the rapid upbuilding of your fair little city on the hills overlooking that beautiful lake, but also
complimenting my judgment a few years ago for foresight encouraged to invest there. ¶ The promoter is
nearly always looked upon with suspicion; he is considered visionary. He in reality merits private and general
praise, for he does great public good. But he usually receives critcism instead of credit; antagonism instead of
encouragement, jeolousy instead of cooperation. ¶ However, as you kindly have seen fit to compliment me in
my efforts in behalf of the upbuilding and beautifying of Rib Lake, and manifested a wish to approximate at
what success attended my efforts, I am not averse to stating what it was, and am happy to say that it was better
even than your figures showed. ¶ The loss I sustained by the burning of my opera house about equaled the
profits

The log loader [a/k/a McGiffert Loader] should not be
confused with the steam hauler nor the steam log skidder. The
steam hauler was a great success at Rib Lake and operated
until 1922 when Camp 9 closed. The steam log skidder was a
failure - lasting only one year; it ran on railroad tracks and was
designed to pull logs to the tracks by steel cables.

This marvelous machine was invented by a Duluth attorney by
the name of McGiffert. In 2007, a McGiffert loader may be
examined at the Minnesota Museum of Transportation in
Duluth, Minnesota. The RLLC used McGiffert log loaders
until the end of logging in 1948.

Rollers were given their name from the fact that they were
given the job of rolling the hides. My late father, Herman A.
Rusch, said the metal rollers would shine bright because the
rolling activity had worn all rust from them.

This is a letter by the real estate speculator and investor, A.C.
McComb. He does have an ax to grind, namely, he wants
people to buy his remaining lots. In 1897 he worked with J.J.
Kennedy and others to lay out McComb Avenue and his name
was attached to the Avenue. ¶ At one time he had erected a
large opera house at 802 McComb Avenue. It burned to the
ground.
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I made on the many buildings I erected there. The cost of the plat to me was $5,000 and I still have 20 lots
worth $30,000 left for sale. And I have sold for cash lots aggregating $23,265, making a total receipt for the
land alone at over $26,000, and the cost was $5,000. The total profit $21,000. The capital being regained the
first season. ¶ So, Rib Lake is all right. THERE IS NO BETTER TOWN ON THE WISCONSIN CENTRAL
LINE. ITS RESOURCES ARE GOOD, ITS PROSPECTS FINE AND ANY INDUSTRY OR FACTORY
OR PERSON LOCATING THERE WILL CERTAINLY PROSPER. Rib Lake is a hummer, one of the best
towns for business in all of Wisconsin. ¶ Thanking The Herald again for its compliments and wishing the
editor prosperity, I remain, yours sincerely, A.C. McComb.
RLLC
FORM ASSOCIATION. HEMLOCK MANUFACTURERS OF WISCONSIN ORGANIZE TO CONTROL
PRODUCT AND PRICE. "The hemlock manufacturers of Wisconsin have formed an association to be known
as "The Hemlock Company". The articles were filed with the state on January 29 and the company is
capitalized for $100,000 divided into 2,000 shares of $50 each. The business or purpose of this remarkably
vigorous corporation is to sell hemlock lumber. Its headquarters will be in Milwaukee. At the first meeting of
the board of the directors recently held at the Hotel Pfister, the following officers were elected: President F.B.
McMillan, First Vice President John R. Davis, Second Vice President W.J. Wagstoff, Secretary Frank
Worden, Treasurer B. Heineman, Executive Committee A.R. Week, G.H. Chapman, George A. Foster and S.
W. Hollister."
Railroad-Wisconsin SELL 800 ACRES OF CUTOVER LAND NEAR RIB LAKE FOR SHEEP RAISING. "Valentine May,
Central & Sheep Assistant Land Agent for the Wisconsin Central Railroad, who believes northern Wisconsin has a great future
Ranch
as a sheep raising center, in a statement issued this week said: "Sheep raising will be conducted on large scale
in northern Wisconsin during the coming summer. During the winter months the department has sold several
thousand acres of cut and burned over lands on its line of road in various counties to syndicates and
individuals who will stock their ranches with sheep on the opening of spring. ¶ The first large sale of cut over
land to be made this month was closed today when we sold 800 acres in Rib Lake district in Taylor County,
which will be used for a sheep ranch. The purchasers are 6 businesses of Kenosha County who have had
experience in sheep raising and who intend eventually to enlarge their holding in Taylor County. ¶ We are in
correspondence with farmers and syndicates in all sections of the west who are negotiating for the purchase of
land along the Ashland division of own. We expect that many of these deals will be closed shortly."
Germania
"German School. ¶ I intend to conduct a German School in Rib Lake same as in Medford, Stetsonville, etc.
beginning Thursday, April 6 and will post the following tuiton fees: 1 person or child $1.25 a month; when
more than one child from one family attends, each $.75 per month. ¶ Persons desiring to take lessons please
communicate with Mr. Frank Edamek of Rib Lake, who will notify me. Signed Arthur Lieske, Instructor of
German and music,"
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BEST IN THE UNION. "Many reasons why Northern Wisconsin is preferable to other states." "Dr. W.L.
Gordon delivered a response to the toast "Wisconsin" at a recent banquent of the St. Andrew Society at
Milwaukee, in part saying: "Wisconsin is the most beautiful and composite of commonwealths. The sun
never kissed the flowers in a fairer or more fruitful land. All the resources which bring wealth and power to a
country are here in amplest measure. ¶ There is something wrong with every place except Wisconsin. There
are fleas in Florida, earthquakes in California, too many grasshoppers in Kansas, too many lobsters in
Maryland, Illinois has Chicago, Pennsylvania has Boss Quay, ( in the virtuous vocabulary of Wisconsin
politics there is no Boss), Nebraska has sage brush, Indiana the ague, Kentucky has feuds, Dakota divorces,
Mississippi is too hot, Minnesota too cold, Oregon too wet, Arizona too dry and so on. Wisconsin is
undoubtedly the faultless territory where nature designed that human perfection be attained. We already have
a fair start towards that Utopian consummation. We have more honest lawyers and truthful newspapers than
any other community. Wisconsin beer
is slowly but surely driving that inferior Missouri product out of the market. ¶ There are in Wisconsin many
strange blendings of new and old. We have the log cabin of the settler in the solitudes of the primeval forests
and all the appurtenances of civilization in Milwaukee and elsewhere. The man in the cabin never goes to the
drug store for medicine. Instead the rumble of the cars, the clang of the bells and the shriek of steam, the
linden and humming of the hemlock sooth him to sweet forgetfulness. The man in the cabin has no female
manicure to polish his extremities when he is going for an evening. The heat of summer and the sleet of
winter and the strong primal passions and emotions of a man are the only facial massage artists that work to
modify his serene countenance. His wife affords no revenue to the hairdresser, the corset making and the
gynecologist. But health, hope, happiness and prosperity are in the little cabin."

Under modern theories of anti-trust legislation, this group's
purpose would appear to be illegal: "to control product and
price".

Frank Adamek was a resident of Rib Lake heavily involved in
German related matters. At this time he regularly ran an ad in
the Rib Lake Herald indicating that he was the agent for the
Hamburg America ship line and would be happy to make
arrangements to have relatives brought over from Germany.

3/4/1904

J.J. Kennedy &
family

SOLD THEIR MILL. "A newspaper published at Coeur d'Alene, Idaho states the Kennedys have sold their
sawmill and timber at that place. J.J. Kennedy departed for Coeur d'Alene yesterday. The Herald is informed
that the Kennedys will not return to Wisconsin, as the opportunities to the west are numerous and it will not be
long before they will have their capital invested again." (emphasis added)

3/4/1904
3/11/1904

Tannery
"Railroad carload of extract shipped from New York was misdirected to Rice Lake rather than Rib Lake."
Railroad-Wisconsin TWO TRAINS COLLIDE. WISCONSIN CENTRAL FREIGHTS COME TOGETHER HEAD ON NEAR
Central
MARSHFIELD. "At 7 o'clock Monday morning, two Wisconsin Central freight trains came together head on
between Hewitt and Auburndale. The following were killed: Charles Kelley, fireman, Herbert McCarthey,
head brakeman. ¶ Engineer Edward Morrin was badly injured internally besides having his leg crushed. ¶ The
collision was caused by the operator at Marshfield. He has skipped."

3/12/1904

RLLC & Railroad- "The big mill was shut down part of this week. All but one of the locomotives were out of order, and
RLLC
consequently, the daily haul of logs was too small to feed the saws."

3/18/1904

Schools

3/18/1904

J.J. Kennedy &
family

3/25/1904

Tannery

3/25/1904

RLLC & Bark
Camps

3/25/1904

Rib Lake Herald

3/25/1904

J.J. Kennedy &
family

We have another terse entry on the first page of the
newspaper. I note that there is no indication that anyone has
spoken directly with J.J. Kennedy. Why didn't the editor seek
to interview him? The question of J.J. Kennedy's moving has
been brewing for many months.

The same edition of the Herald contained the following:
TWO MEN KILLED. Westboro has a series of sensational
deaths. "John Thompson, a young man employed as a section
hand on the railroad, was killed by the north bound passenger
train Friday afternoon about 1 mile south of Westboro. ¶
Henry Lempke of Ogema was killed at Westboro by the south
bound passenger train Tuesday night, March 1." No
additional information given.
The supply of logs must have been meager. The lake must
have been empty. At this time of year, the mill should have
had a large supply of logs on hand.

CHILDREN MUST GO TO SCHOOL. "As there are some children at Rib Lake who ought to be attending
school, but are not, the Herald has been requested to publish the following: Section 439A, Chapter 189, Laws
of 1903: "Any person having under his control any child between the ages of 7 and 14 years, or any child
between the ages of 14 and 16 years not regularly and lawfully employed in any useful employment or service
at home or elsewhere, shall cause such child to be enrolled and to attend some public, parochial or private
school regularly; during such periods and hours of the calendar year (religious holidays excepted) as the
public, parochial or private schools in which such child is enrolled may be in session."
READY TO START UP. "The Couer d'Alene, Idaho paper has the following to say regarding former Rib
Lake citizens: "Angus Kennedy and son have got their tie sawing plant up and have begun to install the
machinery. They will have all the machinery in and will be ready to run by the first of April."
WILL BUILD TANKS. The large amount of extract used at the tannery will necessitate the building of two
Earlier editions of The Herald reported that the Rib Lake
large extract tanks. "Mr. Ziegler, Superintendent of the tanning department, informs us that his company will Tannery had been forced to shut down for want of extract.
build two large extract tanks, capable of holding 4 [rail] carloads of the extract which is supplied here from the
east. The tanks will be of cedar and will be in the new roll loft. They will be built here as the company has
80,000 feet of cedar at the Rib Lake Company's mill. The extract will come in tank cars. A carload lasts but
10 days at the present time. The plant is running full force again since Thursday morning of last week. ¶ This
spring the US Leather Company will put in but one bark camp, and that will be east of Westboro."
NO BARK PEELING. "The RLLC will not peel bark this spring." "L.A. Rousseau, General Manager of the
RLLC, informs the Herald that his company will not put in bark camps this spring unless the price of bark
advances. In other words, this means they will put in green logs. ¶ The new steam log loader [the McGiffert
loader] recently purchased by this company, is doing good work and those who have seen it will declare it's a
good investment. ¶ Locomotive #2 is being repaired, and the engineer, Ed Cooney, and his family are visiting
friends in Ashland."
F.B. HAND SOLD HIS INTEREST IN THE HERALD. "With this issue, the Herald passes into the hands of
J.J. Voemastek and Company and the name of F.B. Hand, who was in reality the founder of the paper,
disappears from the title. Mr. Hand and the present owner came to Rib Lake on Dec. 3, 1897, and on the 10th,
or 7 days later, the first issue of the paper was launched. J.J. Voemastek got control of one-half interest in the
plant about one month later. ¶ The Herald will be published and all other business connected with it will be
conducted same as heretofore. All bills due to the firm of Hand and Voemastek will be collected by the
present owners of this newspaper. ¶ The rates on job work will remain the same, but the advertising rates will
be as follows, beginning April 1: one column wide, front page $.10 per inch; one column wide, any other
page, $.08 per inch."
"The friends of Mr. and Mrs. John E. Kennedy, formerly of Rib Lake, are rejoicing over the news of a baby
boy born to them on the 16th at Coeur d'Alene, Idaho."

3/25/1904

Camp 6

4/1/1904

J.J. Kennedy &
family

4/8/1904

4/15/1904

4/15/1904
4/22/1904

"James McDonald, who was foreman in Camp 6 for the RLLC, informs us that his camp broke up on the 17th Later, Otto Ruesch of Medford was foreman at the new Camp
[of March]; and his family, who have been in the woods with him since last August, have moved to Rib Lake. 6, c. 1910. The RLLC was purchased by the U.S. Leather Co.
They live in the house occupied by them last year."
on 3/23/1906; thereafter, the RLLC constructed new camps
numbered 1, 2, 3, etc.

"J.J. Kennedy returned on Thursday of last week from his western trip. This time he was clear out to the coast
and took a cruise on Pugent Sound. He reports that everything is lovely at Coeur d'Alene, Idaho and Mr. and
Mrs. John E. Kennedy, as well as their neighbors, are pretty much taken up with their boy, who was born to
them recently." (emphasis added)
Politics
ELECTION RESULTS. "Tuesday was not an ideal day for the election. Below we give the candidates and
winners: For president of village, F.J. Hintz; Trustees C.F. Whittlinger, J.J. Voemastek; Clerk, George F.
Braun; Supervisor H.A. McDonald; Treasurer, Charles Degroat; Assessor, Henry Voss; Police Justice, G.A.
Clark; Justices of the Peace, James McDonald; Constable Robert Aitken. ¶ Town of Rib Lake; Chairman,
John Schaak; Supervisor W. St. Claire, Carl Freiboth; Clerk, R.P. Heffernen; Assessor, Henry Wagner;
Treasurer, John Schreiber; Constable, Henry Freiboth, Albert Quednow; Justices, William Schneider and E.W.
Wolf. ¶ Town of Greenwood: Chairman, B. Schwabe; Supervisor, A. Hoffman and Henry Gebauer; Clerk,
Steven Konz; Treasurer, F. Rudolph; Assessor, Isaac Webb.
Schools
RIB LAKE WILL HAVE A HIGH SCHOOL. ONLY 6 VOTES WERE CAST AGAINST THE
PROPOSITION. "The special school meeting Thursday evening at the schoolhouse for the purpose of
organizing a high school was one of the rousing kind and the upper room was jammed full. Both men and
women took a lively interest in the matter. Mr. Pringle presided. Principal Gunderson made a speech and
explained the great advantages of a high school, and the time it would take to build it up to standard, etc.
Many questions were asked and answered and many good suggestions advanced. The vote on the proposition
was polled, the total of number of votes being cast 137, of which 131 were in favor of a high school and 6
were against it."
Fire & RLLC
"The RLLC will set out stakes a distance of 250 feet in every direction from their lumber yard which will
denote the fire limits, and no buildings will be allowed inside the line."
Arthur W. Pollatz SITE IS SELECTED. THE HIGH SCHOOL BUILDING IS TO BE ON THE HILL NORTH OF THE
& Schools
LAKE. "The committee which was appointed to pick a site for the new high school and procure plans for the
building met at the First National Bank Saturday evening. It was decided to look over the ground east of the
RLLC's slab piles, and the committee looked over the ground Monday afternoon. They have decided that the
hill between the new and old town roads, south of Arthur Pollatz' house, is the most suitable place for a high
school. The land can be leveled at a very small expense, the side of the hill sloping west can be made to rise
gradually and the low, flat ground below and west of the hill will make a suitable playground."

4/22/1904

J.J. Kennedy &
family

4/22/1904

Tannery

4/22/1904

Banks

RIB LAKE DELEGATES. "At the caucus held yesterday, the following delegates were elected to the
Republican county convention to be held in Medford tomorrow: J.J. Kennedy, H.A. McDonald and Dr. L.L.
Taylor."
THE EXTRACT TANKS ARE READY. "The US Leather Company's extract tanks are completed, and the
next supply of extract will arrive in tank cars. From the car it will flow by gravity to the tanks and from the
tanks to the scrub room. Each one of the two tanks have the capacity of 12,000 gallons."
"First National Bank of Rib Lake advertisements indicate capital $25,000, cashier Thomas R. Begley,
directors, J.H. Wagoner, President; D. McClenning, Vice President; E.H. Walker, John J. Kennedy, George E.
Hazen, L.H. Rousseau, Charles Thorp, P.E. Marcus and K.J. Urquhart". "Does a general banking business.
Sells exchange on eastern cities and foreign countries. Extends the most accommodations to customers,
consistent with safe banking. Pays interest on time deposits. ¶ Now in its own solid brick building, with fire
proof vault and fire and burglar proof safe and insurance against burglaries. Bank drafts the cheapest and best
for the transmission of money to any part of the world. ¶ Two nice suites of rooms on second floor of bank to
rent."

4/29/1904

Politics & RLLC

4/29/1904 (cont)

Politics & RLLC
(cont)

4/29/1904

Sheep Ranch

5/6/1904

RLLC

5/13/1904

Businesses

5/20/1904

Businesses

THE HEARING BEFORE THE TAX COMMISSION WILL CONTINUE NEXT MONDAY. "The hearing
before the tax commission at the courthouse in Medford last Monday was adjourned because one of the
commissioners was sick. The Village of Rib Lake, the Town of Rib Lake, et al, who are making the appeal
from the assessed valuation as fixed by last year's county board, while represented by Attorney Schweppe and
Attorneys Buckley and Haggarty represented Taylor County and the City of Medford, respectively. ¶ It
appears the county is trying hard to prove that the assessed valuation of the sawmill plant of the RLLC ought
to be $108,000. To make a showing in this respect, the county sent County Treasurer A.A. Gearhart, George
Shattuck and Mr. Franzen to Rib Lake last Saturday to find out what they could about the above-named plant.
If this is the case, it is very ridiculous, as the sawmill at Medford is assessed at only $12,000 and the entire
plant of the Westboro Lumber Company is assessed at $34,000. The Rib Lake plant was assessed by the
village assessor last year at $38,000. Supposing the Rib Lake plant is worth as much as the Medford and
Westboro plants put together,
and we have 12,000 plus 34,000 or 46,000 as the value of the Rib Lake plant. To bring it to $108,000, this
valuation, would need to be tripled. Isn't that ridiculous? ¶ The trouble down there in Medford is that a few
members of the county board are wrong in this taxation matter, they know they are wrong, and rather than
come out opening and admit that they are wrong, they will drag the thing into court to be defeated and make a
bill of unnecessary expense to the county. ¶ The assessed valuation is fixed by the committee and an
equalization was so rotten, that one member of this committee refused to sign it, and would have never done so
had he not been told that his failure to sign it meant no pay for him for his 4 or 5 days labor as one of the
committee. Signed A Reporter."
1000 SHEEP RECEIVED. "Five [rail] carloads of sheep for the Rib Lake Livestock Association arrived
Monday morning, were unloaded and driven to the ranch north of this village. They were as fine looking flock
as we have ever had a chance to see. About 20 were found dead in the cars. They were on the road 10 days
and it is supposed that they smothered."
L.A. ROUSSEAU RESIGNS HIS POSITION WITH RIB LAKE COMPANY. "The board of directors of the
RLLC held a meeting at their office last Monday. The following were present: President E.H. Walker, Mr.
Wheeler and Mr. Whitney of Columbus, Wisconsin, Mr. Sanborn of Ashland and Mr. Radicker of Rib Lake.
D.H. Grady of Portage, a stockholder and attorney of the company, was also present. ¶ The resignation of L.
A. Rousseau, who has been general manager the past year, was accepted. Attorney William Pringle, who has
been the secretary and treasurer, was appointed to fill the vacancy, with Herb Miller as his assistant. A new
bookkeeper will be hired. ¶ Mr. Rousseau has 2 or 3 new positions in view. ¶ A company of distinguished
lumbermen inspected the plant and expressed themselves as being agreeably surprised that the facilities for
handling lumber and good running order of the plant in general. They were: George E. Foster of the Foster,
Latimer Company of Mellen; Nathan Paine of the Paine Lumber Company of Oshkosh; John R. Davis of the
John R. Davis Lumber Company of Phillps, and Frank Worden of Oshkosh."
Sherman Reinecker buys the stock in the store and rents the building. "Sherman Reinecker of Greenwood
bought the stock in F.J. Hintz' store. He will move to Rib Lake and become one of our citizens in June. Mr.
Bertschy has charge of the store at the present time. Mr. Reinecker will increase the stock and intends to make
it one of the leading stores in Rib Lake. He is a hustler and we believe he will be obliging to his customers
and build up a big business."
Bakery changes owners. "John McRae has bought the Rib Lake Bakery and Jacob Kapitz, who has conducted
the business the past two years, is ready to move out now at any time and turn the business over to the new
proprietor. Mrs. McRae has been sick the past week and as soon as she is better they will take possession."

The Village of Rib Lake and Town of Rib Lake hired Attorney
Schweppe to contest the county board decision on valuation.
The Village and Town claimed that the assessed valuation of
the Village and Town was too high.

RPR speculates that they were kept unfed in the cars for 10
days on their way from some westerly location such as
Montana.

F.J. Hintz had earlier sold his sawmill in the village. He built
a new sawmill at "Hintztown" in Greenwood.

The McRae bakery building is still standing at 744 McComb
Ave across the street from the former village hall. It occupied
Block A, Lot 11, 744 McComb Ave. The building served as a
bakery until approx. 1995. Louis Heglmeier was the last
baker.

5/27/1904

Camp - Bark &
Railroad-RLLC

START ANOTHER CAMP. The US Leather Company [owner of the Rib Lake Tannery] is getting ready to
start another bark camp in Section 3, Township 33 North, Range 3 East, and is advertising for 100 men. The
peelers will get $2.50 a cord for peeling the bark. William Pope will be foreman of this camp. They have
another camp in Section 33, Township 34, Range 2 East, in which 30 men are employed under John S.
Kennedy. The addition of 100 men on the payroll of this company will liven up things a little in the business
circles of Rib Lake."

Section 3, Township 33 North, Range 3 East lies 1 1/2 miles
directly east of Little Spirit Lake. Section 3 was bisected by
the railroad line between Rib Lake and Spirit Falls. I am sure
that the bark would be conveyed to the tannery by rail. It is
too bad that we do not know the exact location of this camp. ¶
RPR believes that the second camp referred to in Sec. 33, T34
2E - which would be just north of the Price Co. line - had its
bark moved by either horse or steam hauler to the tanney since
there was no railroad that served that area. The 1913 Standard
Atlas Platbook of Taylor Co. shows that Sec. 3 had 120 acres
owned by the Wisconsin Central Railroad. RPR surmises that
the railroad probably sold the rights to the US Leather Co to
take the hemlock and hemlock bark from its land. The
railroad would be benefitted by having the eventual products
hauled by way of the Wis. Central.

5/27/1904

Post Office

"Joseph Nagele Jr. now carries the mail from the Konz Post Office via Sams and Brehm Post Office, to
Chelsea and back three times a week."

The Brehm Post Office was located in the Thums house and
store just north of St. Ann's Roman Catholic Church.

5/27/1904

Spirit

"There is a movement afoot to build a road to Spirit PO. Farmers in the Town of Brennan do their trading in
Ogema, which is 16 miles and is not a good market for their produce. A good road to Rib Lake would bring
them hither because it is nearer. George E. Hazen, one of our leading merchants, is helping the project along
by popular subscription, and to date has rounded up $75.00 among our businessmen."

The Town of Brennan was the original name for the Township
of Spirit. Apparently this project worked since to this day
much of the Township of Spirit is oriented to Rib Lake. Note,
for example, that most of the township is in the Rib Lake
School District.

6/3/1904

Church-St. Ann's
Catholic

"Corpus Christi was observed appropriately by the Catholic congregation in Greenwood yesterday. Three
priests were in attendance: Rev. Fr. Heeger of Rib Lake, Rev. Fr. Dickopf of Phillps and the Rev. Fr. Klein of
Fifield. A high mass was celebrated at 9:00 a.m. and a procession round the church was formed, in which the
Catholic Foresters, girls choir, women, brass band and men and boys participated."

6/10/1904

Agriculture

6/10/1904

Agriculture

6/10/1904

Agriculture

6/10/1904

Agriculture

PASS THEIR OPINIONS. PROSPEROUS SETTLERS PRAISE TAYLOR CO & NORTHERN
WISCONSIN IN GENERAL. "I have lived in Taylor County since 1882. I came from Norway to Rib Lake,
worked 2 years for J.J. Kennedy in the sawmill, then moved to my present place of 80 acres northeast of the
village. Here with my wife and 7 children we have cleared land, and built good buildings. We now have
horses, wagons, machinery, buggy and cattle. We raise good crops, our stock does well. We need to grade up
our cows, build cheese factories and creameries, so that when the timber is gone, we can go into the dairying
business exclusively. We could not have done better elsewhere. To those seeking cheap lands, I would say
that this is a good country to start it. Signed Otto Olson"
PASS THEIR OPINIONS. PROSPEROUS SETTLERS PRAISE TAYLOR CO & NORTHERN
WISCONSIN IN GENERAL. "To those seeking a new country, to make a home and wishing to start a farm, I
would advise to come to central Wisconsin. I have been here for the last 20 years and live 8 miles from Rib
Lake. I moved to Price County, my present home, from Michigan. My family has grown up here and we can
say we could not have done better. All timber brings good price. This is good stock country. Grain and
vegetables grow quickly. Signed Gus Danielson."
PASS THEIR OPINIONS. PROSPEROUS SETTLERS PRAISE TAYLOR CO & NORTHERN
WISCONSIN IN GENERAL. "I moved with my family from New Jersey to Greenwood, Taylor County,
Wisconsin and bought land and started my present home. I have lived here 6 years. I have traveled in several
states and am well pleased with this country. I have cleared some land have a good home, barn and other
building, some stock and the future looks bright for me. I can say this is one of the best countries for stock
raising that I have ever visited. Yours very truly, signed Stephen Konz."
PASS THEIR OPINIONS. PROSPEROUS SETTLERS PRAISE TAYLOR CO & NORTHERN
The St. Clair family gave its name to St. Clair lake along
WISCONSIN IN GENERAL. "I have been here 4 years. I came from Benton County, Indiana. Grazing for
Rustic Road #1.
cattle and sheep is good from May 1 to Nov. 20. I bought a "slashing" which has advanced about 3 times in
price, and timber the same. This is fine country for potatoes, hay and stock. Good fishing and hunting in
season. I can say that I have prospered here." W. St. Clair

6/10/1904

Politics

6/10/1904

Agriculture

RIB LAKE WON OUT. TAX COMMISSION HAS FILED ITS REPORT. VALUATION OF THIS
VILLAGE REDUCED. "President F.J. Hintz received a letter from Attorney Schweppe and Urquhart which
states that the tax commission has filed its report and has reduced the assessed valuation of the Village of Rib
Lake from $500,00 to $464,525. [a list of the assessed valuations of the towns and municipalities follows,
including Town of Rib Lake tax commission finding $373,000, Village of Rib Lake $464,000, Town of
Westboro $1,047,000, City of Medford $885,000, Town of Greenwood $220,000.] ¶ "The attorney fees were
$500 of which the Village of Rib Lake must pay 29% or $145. The Village President's expense for attending
the session of the tax commission was $50 so it may be safely figured that it cost the Village $200 to make the
fight. However, the Village will get back in taxes many times this amount next fall.
"Adolph Schneider has demonstrated that it pays to manure your land. He is one of the best farmers in this
section, he has a good farm, his buildings are well put up. He has made farming on his place profitable. ¶
Farmers have all their seeding done and are getting ready to plant their potatoes, vegetables and all crops.
Considerable early corn will be planted. Hay never looked better and with the light rain last week they can be
sure of a large crop. Winter grain looks fine. The farmers are all feeling good."

6/10/1904
6/10/1904

Businesses
"The Rib Lake Bakery, now owned by J. McRae, has a lunch room in connection. Meals served at all hours."
Church - St. John "The fair for the benefit of the catholic church was held at the opera house last Thursday, Friday and Saturday
the Baptist Catholic and was a grand success and netted the congregation something like $700. It was largely attended. The
contest waxed warm from the getting to the finish and resulted as follows: Ms. Lousen Rousseau won the first
doll and Miss Mary Hazen received the consolation doll. Ms. Barbara Bailey won the first silk waist and Miss
Loretta Gray received the consolation silk waist. The chair for the most popular businessman was won by L.
A. Rousseau. The supper served Saturday evening was very elaborate and worth double the money asked for
it. All the amusements helped to keep the crowd jolly. The Greenwood brass band furnished good music and
everybody had a good time."
6/10/1904
Sheep Ranch
"The Rib Lake Livestock Assoc. has about 3,000 pounds of wool from their sheep which they sheared."
6/10/1904
Agriculture
"John Schreiber, one of the prosperous farmers living east of the Village, met with an accident last Monday
that might have proven fatal to him. He was descending into the well on a ladder which was propped on the
lower end against the curbing in the well and the top end of it was on a level with the top of the well. The
ladder was about 10 feet long, and as he descended almost to the end of it, he happened to brace his back
against the curbing behind him and this caused his feet to push the bottom of the ladder off the curbing on
which it rested, and he fell to the bottom of the well with the ladder, a distance of 82 feet. ¶ The ladder
deadened his fall and practically saved his life. In the bottom there was only about 14" of water. He was
taken out by his neighbors and wife in an unconscious condition. Dr. L.L. Taylor was summoned to his side
and found he had sustained a fracture of the skull, many bruises and had 4 ribs broken. Mr. Schroiber has the
sympathy of the Rib Lake people in general and they are glad to hear that he will recover, although it will take
some time before he is himself again. ¶ He intended to build a platform about 5 feet down in the well for
keeping milk, meat, butter, etc.
6/10/1904 (cont) Agriculture (cont) in a cold place during the hot weather."
6/17/1904

6/17/1904

This must have been a hand-dug well that was lined by stone,
called curbing. As of 2007, my brother, Thomas M. Rusch,
continues to use a hand-dug well for his source of water at his
country home, although the water is now pumped
mechanically.

Rib Lake Village - RIB LAKE, NICELY SITUATED, A PROGRESSIVE VILLAGE, IT'S LEADING BUSINESSMEN by
The author, Frank J. Fisher, has never been mentioned
History 1904
Frank J. Fisher. "Rib Lake is one of the most charmingly situated villages on the Wisconsin Central Railroad previously in the Rib Lake Herald.
in Northern Wisconsin. It is a place of 1,200 inhabitants situated on a beautiful lake. Bordering on the lake
are the homes of the people of wealth and good taste, as well as those less fortunate. It has good schools, 4
churches, 2 sawmills, 1 tannery, charcoal kilns, a free library, 2 banks, many stores and saloons. A municipal
electric lighting plant is in the course of construction, and the waterworks were installed 2 years ago. The
people are industrious and friendliest."
Rib Lake Village - RIB LAKE LUMBER COMPANY. Rib Lake is to be congratulated on having in her midst such an important
History 1904 (cont) industry as the Rib Lake Lumber Company, whose transactions represent an extensive item in the local
aggregate of business. This large and magnificent plant, which is the peer of all in the county, was built up
from the old J.J. Kennedy Lumber Company, one of the first to embark in the business in Rib Lake. The
business prospered and in 1901 the company was reorganized and the name changed to the Rib Lake Lumber
Company. The plant now consists of a sawmill with a capacity of 125,000 feet per day, and a planing mill
with a capacity of 7 cars per day. The cut last year was 18 million feet and it is thought to reach 26 million
feet this year. The company employs 200 men in their mills in the summer and 300 in camps in winter. They
own and operate their own railroad and have a fine boarding house and general store. ¶ The officers of the
company are as follows: E.H. Walker, President; F.A. Chadbourn, Vice President; William Pringle, General
Manager/Secretary/Treasurer; and H.C. Miller, Assistant General Manager. Mr. Pringle has the active
management of the company's

6/17/1904 (cont) Rib Lake Village - extensive business and is well qualified for the work. He is a hustler, up to date in his methods and under his
History 1904 (cont) management the affairs of the company are bound to prosper. The Village could ill afford to lose him or the
industry he controls.
6/17/1904 (cont) Rib Lake Village - BANK OF RIB LAKE. The first bank to embark in business in Rib Lake was the Bank of Rib Lake, which
History 1904 (cont) was first organized in July, 1902, by E.C. Getchel, as manager, with a capital stock of $5,000. In September,
1903, it was reorganized into a state bank under the new law with a capital stock of $10,000. Under the able
administration of its officers, the institution has become one of the leading monetary concerns of Northern
Wisconsin, worthy of a liberal patronage, for a safe and conservative method is followed and the business
affairs are conducted on the most honorable and approved business principles. In the banking business a great
deal depends upon an efficient cashier, with whom the Bank of Rib Lake is blessed. In fact, the officer are not
only regarded as able and experienced financiers, but they are men of irreproachable character whose names
are a better guarantee of this bank than the vault in which the funds are kept. ¶ The following is a list of its
officer and directors: Officers-F.J. Hintz, President; George J. Kelnhofer, Vice President; E.C. Getchel,
Cashier. Directors-George Braun, L.L. Taylor, M.D., H. Sargent, M. Christensen. ¶ Mr. E.C. Getchel,
Cashier of the
6/17/1904 (cont) Rib Lake Village - above-named institution is a native badger, his worth having occurred at Mayville, Sept. 3, 1859, where he
History 1904 (cont) acquired his education and graduated from Mayville High School. After leaving school, he taught schools at
various places and followed his work for 14 years. He served one term as superintendent of schools at Taylor
County. His business career has been marked by promptness and reliability in all transactions and he is
regarded as a valuable acquisition to the business circles of Rib Lake.
6/17/1904 (cont) Rib Lake Village - FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF RIB LAKE. One of the foremost business institutions in our village is the
History 1904 (cont) First National Bank. This concern was organized in February, 1903, with a capital stock of $25,000. The
bank has been successful from the start and is now in a flourishing condition. Its interests are carefully looked
after and it is ready at all times to do what it legitimately can do to advance the interests of Rib Lake and the
county, upon the welfare and prosperity of which its own success so largely depends. It is conservative, as it
should be, but approved ventures in agricultural, commercial and industrial lines find it a liberal supporter. ¶
The bank has identified itself with the growth and business interests, and has made itself a bank for the people,
and thus acquired a very general popularity. J.H. Wagoner, one of the most substantial men in this section, is
its president, D. McLennan, Vice President, and T.R. Begley, Cashier. All of these gentlemen possess the
highest personal integrity and their names and standing place the bank and its management beyond the
requirements of any need of praise. The management is characterized by sagacity, energy and ability, coupled
with liberal and
6/17/1904 (cont) Rib Lake Village - honorable methods. The resources of this bank are more than ample to meet any possible contingency. The
History 1904 (cont) investments are judiciously placed, and the connections of the institution are of the most desirable character.
The following is a list of its directors: J.H. Waggoner, D. McLennon, George E. Hazen, P.E. Marcus, L.A.
Rousseau, J.J.Kennedy, Charles Thorp, K.J. Urquhart, E.H. Walker.
6/17/1904 (cont) Rib Lake Village - GEORGE E. HAZEN COMPANY. "In every community, where any considerable business is transacted in
History 1904 (cont) the mercantile line, one or two firms usually forge to the front as natually as a cork rises to the surface of the
water, and so it is in Rib Lake, where the large mercantile house of George E. Hazen Company stands second
to none in this section. This concern started in business in Rib Lake in August, 1902. The building is a large,
two-story structure and the interior is arranged in departments, each of which is devoted to the exclusive sale
of certain lines of goods. Every modern convenience is in use to facilitate business, and the large storeroom
and warehouse is filled to completion with a superb stock of general merchandise of every description. The
rating of the firm is guilt edge and no house in Rib Lake enjoys a more desirable reputation than does the
George E. Hazen Company. Liberal, yet conservative, progressive and familiar with the needs of a wide
awake constituency, the house stands prominent among the sod, substantial business institutions of the country
and is in the enjoyment of a large trade."
6/17/1904 (cont) Rib Lake Village - A.J. ALLARD. "A.J. Allard is rated high among the businessmen of Rib Lake and has earned his rating by the
History 1904 (cont) work he has performed. He is one of the pioneers of this Village and has been an important factor in the
development and prosperity of this thriving little place. He is a whole gentleman, always a pleasant word for
everyone, and it is to his pleasant manners and sympathetic disposition, coupled with his sterling integrity, that
his success as a businessman is attributed. ¶ Mr. Allard conducts the leading jewelry store in Rib Lake and is
at all times in a postiion to do first class repairing on watches, jewelry and guns. By strict attention to business
and a careful study of the wants of his customers, he has built up a large trade. He is an expert at his trade and
personally supervises the repair department. At the present time he is carrying a large assortment of jewelry,
clocks, etc. thus rendering it unnecessary for our citizens to go out of town to procure anything in this line.

6/17/1904 (cont) Rib Lake Village - UPJOHN'S PHARMACY. "The trade in drugs, from the nature of the article dealt in, is one of the peculiar
History 1904 (cont) distinctions in the business world. It is perhaps the only one which draws on the active world for its stock, and
when the writer states that a complete drug stock contains 14,000 articles, readers will form some idea of the
extensive knowledge possessed by its followers. ¶ Mr. James Upjohn stands high in his trade in Rib Lake and
his management of the business for the two years he has been engaged in it, has won the confidence of a large
patronage. Prescriptions receive that intelligent, professional attention which their importance demands and
accuracy is assured in all cases. Mr. Upjohn came to Rib Lake in October, 1902, and during his short career in
business here has won a reputation in the business world that has many an older head a much longer time to
obtain. His store is a credit to his enterprise, taste and system, and helps to give Rib Lake the air or
progression.
6/17/1904 (cont) Rib Lake Village - THE MCDONALD HOUSE. "Mr. Otto H. Wienkauf, the popular landlord of the McDonald House, seems to
History 1904 (cont) have been designed by nature to preside over a hotel, and his treatment of guests is such that once you enjoy
his hospitality, you are sure to return. The McDonald House is the leading hotel in Rib Lake and is conducted
to correspond with hotels of larger places. It contains some 26 rooms, all furnished in a neat and tasteful
manner, and will soon be fitted with electric lights. Its patronage is of the best kind, coming from those who
appreciate good accommodations.
6/17/1904
Whittlesey
"Whittlesey, Taylor County, Wisconsin, is destined to become a thriving village. It is surrounded by good
farms; the land is good. McNamar's sons have built a sawmill, planing mill, shingle, lat and feed mill there.
The Whittlesey brick yards are located here, the largest in this part of Wisconsin. A creamery is to be built
soon; also store, blacksmith shop, barber shop, hotel, saloon, and all that goes to make up a good town. To all
those looking for a good location, this is a desirable place. It has churches, schools and good people. It must
prosper!"
6/17/1904
Schools
COMMENCEMENT. Rib Lake Public Schools close Friday, June 24 - 8 will graduate. "The Rib Lake Public
Schools will close Friday, June 24. The graduating exercises will be held in the evening of that day in
Bonneville's Opera Hall at 8 o'clock. The following will graduate from the 8th grade and receive the state
graded diploma: Edith Curran, Mabel Adams, Emily Kerswill, Marguerette McPherson, Guidose Bonneville,
Roy Talbot, Herbert Curran, Charles McDonald."
6/24/1904
J.J. Kennedy & "Attorney E.W. Sanborn of Ashland was in the village Sunday and Monday. He is J.J. Kennedy's attorney,
family
and as Mr. Sanborn is the nominee on the Republican ticket for state senator, the two had considerable politics
to talk about. One is a La Follette supporter and the other is a Stalwart, but they get along first rate."
6/24/1904
Tannery
"The executive committee of the US Leather Company, with their special [rail] train visited the tannery today.
They also visited the tannery at Tomahawk."
7/1/1904
Sheep Ranch
"The Rib Lake Livestock Assoc. has shipped the wool which was sheared from their sheep recently. About
3,000 pounds were in the lot and they get $.20 a pound for it or $600. Considering the hard travel the sheep
had on the train and the damp, cold weather existing when they arrived here, the association is doing fairly
well with the flock."
7/8/1904
Library
"The Rib Lake Free Library Assoc. will hold its annual meeting Tuesday, July 12, 1904, at 7:30 p.m. in the
library room. Officers and members of the association, as well as people interested in the library, are earnestly
invited to be present." Signed Lineal Taylor, Secretary"
7/15/1904
Businesses
"Mr. Bonneville informs us that he will convert his opera hall into a hotel. The hall has not paid his
satisfactory return on the investment and he thinks that as a hotel, it being centrally located, it will make some
profits on the money invested. It is to be regretted that a place as large as Rib Lake cannot support a first class
hall. It is very doubtful that another hall as large and as well equipped with ever be built in Rib Lake again."

7/15/1904

Fawn Valley

"P.R. Heffernen, proprietor of the Fawn Valley Cheese Factory, is shipping large consignments of his cheese
to Marshfield."

The brick yard referred to was the Langenberg Brick
Company located one mile south of Whittlesey on the east
side of the Wisconsin Central Railroad.

The reference to LaFallotte is to the governor "Fighting Bob
LaFallotte". His opposition within the Republican party were
called Stalwarts.
Too bad they did not tell us the route. Did they take the direct
railroad from Rib Lake to Tomahawk?

The structure that's being referred to stood in the SW corner of
McComb and Railroad Street. The building lasted until the
1980's. It was rented and operated - c. 1940-52 - by John
Dolezalek, Sr. and his wife, Phyllis M. There is some
evidence that the original location of the Bonneville Opera
House was in the NW corner of that intersection and that the
building was pulled off that location in order to make more
room for the lumberyard of the RLLC.

7/15/1904

7/22/1904

7/22/1904

7/22/1904

7/22/1904
7/22/1904
7/29/1904

8/5/1904

J.J. Kennedy &
family

"Mrs. William Kennedy of Medford visited Mr. and Mrs. J.J. Kennedy yesterday."

Railroads EXPRESS OFFICE MOVED. GEORGE F. BRAUN BECOMES AGENT FOR AMERICAN EXPRESS
Wisconsin Central COMPANY. "Mr. Meloy, Superintendent of Agents of the American Express Company, was in town Friday
to arrange for the removal of the express office from the [railroad] depot. George F. Braun was chosen
successor to Mr. Heinske, and since Saturday, he has had charge of the express business. The real estate office
on McComb Ave. [the office of George F. Braun] is an admirable situation for the [American Express
Company] office, being centrally located and always open to the public. The express company made the
change under the orders of the Central, which has conceived the idea that the railroad will save money by
cutting off the income received by their agents from outside sources."
Whittlesey
ARE MOVING TO WHITTLESEY. "Anderson and Company, dealers in general merchandise, will move
their grocery stock to Whittlesey next week. Their new store building, which is being built at that place by
William Case of Rib Lake, is nearly complete. It is 26 x 50 feet and two stories high. The store will be on the
first floor and the J.A. McMillan and family will live in the rooms on the second story. Mr. Anderson will
start a blacksmith and wagon shop near the store, and he has the reputation of being a good workman, it will
not take long for him to work up a good trade. The store ought to enjoy good trade under the able
management of Mr. McMillan. Mr. Anderson's family will not move to Whittlesey for some time. Rib Lake
people wish them success in their new enterprise."
Railroads STOCKHOLDERS IN CONTROL. "The stockholders of the Wisconsin Central are now in control of the
Wisconsin Central road, the voting trust which controlled the road for the past 5 years has expired. It is announed that the
expiration of the trust will make no changes in the management of the road, as the interest which controlled
the road under the trust are still in power. The principal stockholders are President H.F. Whitcomb, Chairman
W.S. Boll, Fredrick T. Gates, Francis B. Hart and John D. Rockefeller. The par value of the preferred stock is
$11,276,000 and of the common stock $27,345,000. Rumors to the effect that the road has been purchased by
the St. Paul or any other system are said to be without foundation." Abbotsford Clarion
J.J. Kennedy & "J.J. Kennedy is building new sidewalks in front of his home and otherwise is improving the looks of the
family
grounds around his home."
RLLC
"F.W. Gass, lumber inspector for the Mississippi Valley Lumber Assoc., was in the Village Saturday and
Monday to inspect the lumber of the RLLC. He will come here every 30 days."
Fawn Valley
"THE FAWN VALLEY CHEESE FACTORY marketed 2700 pounds of cheese during the 4 weeks of June
and paid to farmers $393.03 for milk delivered at the factory. The lowest price paid for milk was $.64 per
hundred and the highest $.72 per hundred. This is a fair price, perhaps better than the average, and the farmers
who begin to realize that two tons or more cheese made every month at this factory brings them a handsome
revenue for the milk, will breed more good stock. The highest price paid by the Chelsea creamery for milk
was $.70 per hundred and the lowest $.60 per hundred."
Schools

THE CONTRACT IS LET. THOMAS WRIGHT OF MARSHFIELD WILL BUILD THE NEW SCHOOL.
"Thomas Wright of Marshfield was the successful and lowest bidder on the new high school building when the
second bids were opened by the school board and already has been awarded the contract. The specifications
were changed, but not the plans, to enable the contractor to bid lower. Three classrooms, hall and cloak rooms
on the first floor and the basement will be finished. The rooms on the second floor will be unfinished. A rough
stairway will be put up. The building will be veneered with Menomonie red brick and must be finished for use
not later than January 1, 1905. Stoves will be used for heating the rooms the first year."

We know that J.J. Kennedy had a brother, William J. I take
this to refer to his wife. Just beneath the first article is the
following "William Kennedy, who has been in Chicago the
past 10 months, arrived home Saturday to enjoy his vacation."
¶ These two entries add to the mystery. If Mrs. William
Kennedy lives in Medford, why has William Kennedy been in
Chicago the past 10 months? The mystery thickens. ¶ To
keep the various Kennedy's straight, see RPR's publication of
Movers and Shakers: Cast of Characters of Early Rib Lake
History, Doc. #12269.

There is a black and white photograph of old Whittlesey
which shows a blacksmith shop. It was on the main street
[Front Street] of Whittlesey, which paralleled the railroad
track, north from Das Eulen Haus.

My father, Herman A. Rusch, grew up on the Knop farm 1/2
mile north of the junction of STH 102 and Hwy C. About
1915 he hauled milk for his father and I believe other farmers.
But he hauled it by horse to the Chelsea creamery. That route
would have been at least 5 miles longer - one way - than going
to the Fawn Valley Cheese Factory.

8/12/1904

Rib Lake Village

8/12/1904
8/19/1904

J.J. Kennedy &
family
RLLC

8/19/1904 (cont)

RLLC (cont)

8/19/1904

Spirit Lake

8/19/1904
8/26/1904

Western Fever
Spirit Lake

8/26/1904 (cont)

8/26/1904

VILLAGE IS ILLUMINATED. THE ARC AND INCANDESCENT LIGHTS ARE A SUCCESS. "The
The Village owned electric light plant was up and running.
electric lights were turned on the first time Tuesday evening and the first trial was made. Both the lights and
the workings of the machinery was very satisfactory and the second night there was a noticable improvement
in both. Louis Fredman, representing the General Incandescent Arc Light Company arrived Wednesday noon
and tested the lamps. Very few needed adjustment. The contractor will not turn the plant over to the Village
until next Monday evening. In the meantime he is making trial runs to locate defects in the machinery if there
be any existing."
"J.J. Kennedy and son Donald, of Rib Lake, spent Monday in Medford."
THEIR ANNUAL MEETING. STOCKHOLDERS OF THE RLLC ELECT OFFICERS. "On August 16 the
stockholders of the RLLC held their annual meeting at the company's office in this Village. The following
were present: A.W. Sanborn and G.F. Sanborn of Ashland; E.H.Walker, J.R. Walker and F.A. Chadbourn of
Columbus, WI and J.J. Kennedy, Donald Kennedy, James Radacker, W.H. Humphrey and William Pringle of
Rib Lake. The following directors were elected for the ensuing year: A.W. Sanborn, G.F. Sanborn, E.H.
Walker, J.J.Kennedy, William Pringle, James Radicker and J.R. Reuter. ¶ The Board of Directors elected the
following officers for the ensuing year: A.F. Sanborn President, F.A. Chadbourn Vice President, William
Pringle Secretary/Treasurer/General Manager, Herb Miller Assistant General Manager. A review of the work
done the past year showed the lumber business was very satisfactory and prospects for the future were never
better. ¶ The matter of donating land to the Wisconsin Central for a depot was discussed and it was decided
that the lumber company cannot afford to grant the railroad people's demands. The matter of running a
through train from
Chelsea to Tomahawk, of which there have been rumors this past year, was not discussed. ¶ The sawmill is
cutting an average of 125,000 feet per day and at this rate the present supply of logs will hold out to Dec. 1.
Logging operations for the coming winter have not yet been mapped out. Logs with bark on them will be
banked. If the conditions of the bark market will warrant a reasonable profit, the company will peel bark next
spring. ¶ The lumbering and logging operation of this company involves a capital of $400,000 and furnishes
employment to a large number of the men the year round. The vast importance of this industry to Rib Lake is
brought into prominence when it is considered that probably 75% of the company's earnings are spent in this
immediate neighborhood for labor, taxes and improvements."
"Work on the new schoolhouse for district #3 of the Town of Rib Lake is well under way. P.J. Cullen has the
contract. Andrew Swanson is hauling the lumber. Simon Danielson is laying the foundation and Anton
Lundquist is head carpenter. With Simon in charge of the stone work, the new schoolhouse is guaranteed a
firm and ample base, and lumber is a builder of the old school whose motto is "What is well done is quick
done.". W.St. Clair looks after the work for the district."

Note well: J.J. Kennedy is elected a director. ¶ Also note that
J.J. Kennedy's son, Donald A. Kennedy, attended the meeting.
¶ The comment regarding the banking of logs with bark on
them means that they were not planning on stripping the bark
for tanbark. Apparently they felt the price was insufficient to
merit that. This meant they would saw the hemlock logs with
the bark on and waste the bark.

RPR believes this was a school that was originally erected in
the SW corner of CTH C and RR #1. Sometime shortly after
its construction, it was moved 1 mile east to the SW corner of
what is today Rustic Road #1 and STH 102. In the year 2007
it is the Priniski home. In 1924 RPR's mother, Martha
Hedwig Gebauer, taught school there.

"Duncan McDonald and family left Rib Lake for Canada."
"Spirit Lake, with the river which flows from it and the surrounding country, is said to have received its name In 2007, the road along the east bank of the lake is STH 102.
from the belief that its shores were haunted by the spirit of an Indian who was killed in the vicinty of the lake,
and whose last resting place is still pointed out to visitors. But the restless Indian spirit, if such there was, no
longer seeks its former hunting ground and the only spirit abroad is the spirit of industry, energy and
enterprise, that is slowing but surely making thrify farms and stout homes for civilized men, where once an
unbroken forest of murmuring pines and hemlock give shelter to wild animals and savage tribes of men.
Seven miles from the Village of Rib Lake, 10 miles from Ogema and 7 miles from Spirit PO and the Bradley
Company Store at this point, in the center of a country rich in good farming land, with much valuable timber
yet standing, Spirit Lake offers a splendid chance for the location of a business that would include a small
sawmill, a general store, a creamery or cheese factory, a blacksmith and carriage shop and post office. As a
summer resort it is already well-known and with the completion of the new road along the east bank of the
lake, and the opening
Spirit Lake (cont) of the road in the Town of Brannan north of Spirit Lake, the Spirit Lake country will be prepared to take a
place in the 20th century march of progress and do its part in the making of this section of Northern Wisconsin
a fit place for the homes of prosperous and contented people."
J.J. Kennedy & "William Kennedy and William DeGroat are negotiating for the purchase of the Rib Lake Bakery, owned by
family
Mr. and Mrs. John McRae."

8/26/1904

Law

"Frank Morner, Burt Howard, Claude Jefferson, Henry Lavindusky, Ernest Bullock, Earl Welch and George
Philpott, 7 seven members of the Prentice Baseball Team, were arrested Wednesday, and charged with
unlawfully and feloniously playing ball on Sunday, July 31. The case was brought before Justice G.D. Myers
and the jury was comprised of E.E. Whiting, George Counter, H.D. Cooper, C. Olson, Charles Curran and H.
M. Horr. After being out about 5 minutes, the jury returned a verdict of "Not guilty". The many spectators
present were not surprised at the verdict."

While it is not stated, it would appear that this took place in
Price County. At that time any citizen could swear out a
warrant before a justice of the peace and commence a criminal
proceeding. I assume that some person offended by what that
person felt was inappropriate Sunday activities swore out the
warrant. In modern criminal law, criminal charges are only
commenced by the District Attorney and individuals do not
have the right to "press charges".

9/2/1904

Rib Lake Herald

The Rib Lake Herald had an insightful and inspired editor in J.
J. Voemastek. I doubt that he wrote this piece but he is
certainly responsible for putting it on the front page of The
Herald.

9/2/1904 (cont)

Rib Lake Herald
(cont)

9/2/1904

Entertainment

9/2/1904

John Mathe

"The habit of treating those who are nearest and dearest to us with discourtesy, is one that clouds the sunshine
of too many homes. If you are young and looking for your prince, just test his home conduct. Do not be
guided in your choice by what a young man is in the parlor; find out what he is in his mother's sitting room.
Do not judge him by the way he can tip his hat, but by the way he treats the old, especially his parents. The
home for mutual consideration and rules is always a happy one, if it be the top flat of a cheap tenement or an
adobe hut on the prairie. There should be a certain respect observed in the most intimate relationships. Wives
have no more right to search their husband's pockets than they have to take the same liberty with an
acquaintance. We have no more right to rob the baby's bank than to force the vault of the national bank. We
may hurt the feelings of a society acquaintance and there is no great harm done, beyond an estrangement of the
two people who care but little for each other; but when we stab the fond mother's heart, that loved us with a
love next in tenderness to heaven's or wound the sensitive feelings of a brother or a sister, life is not long
enough to extract the sting
from memory. Love's opportunity will soon vanish, forever, and out through the sunset of life, the ones we
love dearest and best have flown away like birds to a summer land and our words of endearment are thrust
back like voices that beat against a wall of rock."
"THE GREAT MELBOURNE DOG AND PONY SHOW, the favorite resort of refined ladies and children,
will be in Rib Lake under waterproof canvas September 9. The old reliable dog and pony show, the world's
greatest trained animal exhibition, a free museum of rare wild animals, a handsome herd of educated goats,
mirth provoking riding monkeys, and two daily performances 2 and 8 o'clock p.m. Free street parade.
Admission $.25. Children under 12 years $.15. Seats for everybody."
"A visit to the sawmill of John Mathe and Company this week convinced us that the machinery and crew in
that manufacturing plant are not idle. The shingle mill cuts an average of 130,000 per day and the prospects
for a steady run to New Years are good. Mr. Mathe informs us that he will build a track from the mill to his
yard, and the logs will be brought to the saw on cars, hauled by cable. A new boiler room will be built."

9/2/1904

Railroads The Herald noted that Edward L. Haton of Superior was running for the elected position of Railroad
Wisconsin Central Commissioner.

9/9/1904

Politics

9/9/1904

J.J. Kennedy &
family

9/9/1904
9/9/1904

John Mathe bought the sawmill formerly owned by F.J. Hintz.
It was located on the west side of the Village of Rib Lake. Its
location is approximately where Stewart Lumber
Company/Golden Rule Lumber Company stands in 2007. ¶
His comment regarding the construction of a track is
fascinating. The idea was to have a switch track off of the
Wis. Central system to his mill but the power to get the loaded
log cars to the mill was to be a cable. In other words, he
would have a cable on a powered roller of some type, with
which he could pull the cars to the mill, thus making a switch
engine unnecessary.

In 2007, this is an appointed position. The fact that it was
elected in 1904 shows the keen interest in having an
appropriate person at that key job.
J.J. Voemastek, in his capacity as the chairman of the County Republican Party, gave notice of the Republican In 1904 the Republican party in Wisconsin was deeply divided
caucus. "Notice is hereby given that a Republican caucus will be held at the McDonald House in the Village of between the Progressives of Fighting Bob La Follette and the
Rib Lake Sept. 20, 1904, at 7 o'clock for the purpose of nominating 3 delegates to the Republican County
Stalwarts. RPR does not know into which camp J.J.
Convention.
Voemastek fell.
"Mr. and Mrs. F.B. Hand arrived from Hurley Monday noon to visit Rib Lake friends. Mr. Hand left for
Hugh, J. is a brother of J.J. Kennedy.
Milwaukee to see the state fair. Mrs. Hand and her sister, Mrs. John E. Kennedy, left for Spencer to visit their
parents, Mr. and Mrs. John Gardiner. Mrs. Kennedy will leave for the west on the 20th of September." ¶
"Hugh J. Kennedy had business at the county seat Monday."

Railroads - RLLC "Number 1 engine, better known as "Nancy", has been hauled into the roundhouse and is being repaired. She
will be in commission again in a few weeks."
Tannery
"The tannery locomotive will be taken to Mellen to work on the tannery yard at that place."

This engine was also known affectionately as "Nancy Hanks"

9/16/1904

Politics

9/16/1904 (cont)

Politics (cont)

9/16/1904

J.J. Kennedy &
family & RLLC

9/16/1904

RIB LAKE HONORED. GOVERNOR ROBERT M. LA FOLLETTE ADDRESSED THE CITIZENS
THURSDAY AFTERNOON. "Rib Lake citizens had the pleasure to hear the chief executive of their mighty
state yesterday afternoon. Posters announcing that he would speak here at noon were put up Wednesday
afternoon by John P. Haggerty, the Medford attorney. This gentleman endeavored to secure a hall, but none
was available, so it was decided that the governor should speak in the open air. At 11 o'clock yesterday, Dr.
Taylor received a telegram that the governor could not speak out of doors, therefore, he secured the Boston
Store building, which happened to be vacant, and as the time was limited, there was no chance for decorating
the premises. ¶ Goveror Robert M. La Follette arrived on the 12:30 in a carriage from Westboro,
accompanied by John J. Hannan of Milwaukee and Reverend C. A. Rosander, a La Follette candidate for
member of the assembly from Price County. ¶ After being introduced to the audience, the governor was
cheered, and mounting a high platform he began his speech. Starting in gently by explaining the fundamental
principals of our government, his utterances became gradually more interesting as he dealt with one subject
after another, until finally
the audience became so enthusiatic that he was cheered every time he emphasized his expression. The speech
was a masterpiece, lasting more than an hour, and all this time every soul present was gazing at the man, so
rapt in attention and admiration that one could hear a pin drop. ¶ It is impossible for us to devote the time and
space for discussing what he has said: suffice it to say that he has gained many new friends and votes by his
coming here, as the throng of people, including men, women and children, eagerly pressing forward to shake
his hand, seems to indicate. ¶ The tannery and sawmill shut down to enable the men to hear the governor
speak." (emphasis added)
"The Rib Lake Lumber Company is making extensive preparations for logging beginning the coming winter,
and at its meeting of the Board of Directors last week it was decided to give the care of this important branch
of the company's lumbering business into the hands of John J. Kennedy. He entered upon the duties of this
important and responsible position last Monday, and henceforth will be known by the familiar name of
"Walking Boss". As an experienced hand at logging, he has few equals in this section."

Politics & Rib Lake "Mr. Editor: In an issue of your respective paper of August 12 I notice a few impertinent questions asked by
Township
an individual assigning himself "I am a tax payer". At the first impulse of the moment, I did not consider it
worth the while answering the questions asked on account of their insignificance but after fully considering the
matter I determined the soul to do it. ¶ In regard to the first question asked, I would say that the Town Board
had a perfect right to do what they did. It had a perfect right to form a new district or attach the territory to
other districts. ¶ The second question is also answered in an affirmative. It may be the Board did not give the
clerk of District 4 notice of the order, but the town clerk did, so he knew all about it. ¶ The third question.
The Town Board did not sell any public property without giving notice, except some few acres of hay on the
Zahl farm, and the cost of advertising that would have been more than the hay was worth. True it is, there
were a few prospective buyers, but the Town Board did not like to run the risk of receiving bids from a man
for whom the treasurer had to pay $.85 tax in order to not report a delinquency. The hay is
9/16/1904 (cont) Politics & Rib Lake well paid for and everyone who is not a chronic kicker, either by trade or profession, is satisfied. ¶ The fourth
Township (cont) question. The town clerk or the Town Board has never withheld any petition from the public. Every petition
can be seen at the clerk's office at reasonable hours, but not at 12 o'clock at night or Sundays. There was one
petition received for the building of a town hall that is not yet acted on. It took nearly three months to get the
necessary 12 signers and then they were not all tax payers. ¶ NOW, MR. TAXPAYER, IF YOU NEED
ANYMORE INFORMATION, BE A GENTLEMAN FOR ONCE IN YOUR LIFE AND COME BEFORE
THE BOARD OR THE CLERK'S OFFICE AND GET IT. ¶ IF NOT, BLOW YOUR HORN, WE ARE
READY TO MEET YOU ANYTIME." (emphasis added) P.R. Heffernen, Town Clerk
9/161904
J.J. Kennedy & "Angus Kennedy arrived from Coeur d'Alene, Idaho last Saturday night and has been shaking hands with Rib
family
Lake friends the greater part of this week. His was purely a business trip to Rib Lake. He is hale and hearty,
says he enjoys the western climate, reports his family as being well and will return to Idaho in a few days. We
were glad to shake his hand."
9/23/1904
Library
"The public library was lighted by electricity the first time Wednesday evening. Lights and wiring are donated
by the Village. Will someone be kind enough to donate the chandeliers?"
9/30/1904
Politics
REPUBLICAN COUNTY CONVENTION. MANY GOOD MEN ON THE LIST - PUT UP A STRONG
TICKET. LA FOLLETTE MEN OUTNUMBER STALWARTS.
9/30/1904
Railroads "A special train of Wisconsin Central officials entered Rib Lake last Thursday on a tour of inspection. The
Wisconsin Central party was composed of President H.F. Whitcomb, Superintendent E.F. Potter, Division Superintendent E.H.
Cutter, Assistant General Manager A.W. Bootin, Bridge Inspector R.C. Cuttermole, South Division
Superintendent A.R. Horn and Master Mechanic C.N. Kalk. Mr. Whitcomb promised J.J. Kennedy that the
company would build a depot in Rib Lake this year."

Governor Robert M. La Follette was affectionately known as
"Fighting Bob" for his energetic, combative style of taking on
special interests in the name of little people. It is also
interesting to note that he was accompanied by Rev. C.A.
Rosander, the so-called La Follette candidate for member of
the assemby from Price County. The Sept. 9 edition of The
Herald indicated "The Price County Republican county
convention Saturday endorsed Rev. C.A. Rosander, stalwart,
for member of the assembly.

This is quite a renaissance for J.J. Kennedy. The term Walking
Boss was the term used for the VIP that was in charge of all of
the woods operations, including the camps, even though the
camps had individual foremen.
P.R. Heffernen was not only the town clerk but a teacher. It
sounds like there was a malcontent that was forever taking pot
shots at the town board. The first question about district refers
to school districts. At that time there were multiple small
school districts inside the Town of Rib Lake.

Angus Kennedy is a brother of J.J. Kennedy.

The municipal light plant had been opened approx. 1 month
before.
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$6 LOGS. "The RLLC has decided to pay $6 per thousand for green hemlock logs, either on the lake or along
the railroad track. As they pay but $5 per 1,000 for peeled logs, this gives the farmer $1 stumpage for his bark
which is more than most make by peeling their logs and is considerably more than they can make at the
present price for bark. They will also pay $6 per 1,000 for birch, maple elm [sic] or ash and $9 per 1,000 for
basswood. At these prices there is no reason why the farmer should not reap a rich harvest."

Railroads "The Wisconsin Central special car "The Grassland" containing the exhibits of the grains, grasses and
Wisconsin Central vegetables grown in the lake counties of Northern Wisconsin, passed through here Wednesday morning. The
car will be exhibited in this and adjoining states and will undoubtedly assist greatly in increasing the stream of
immigration that is flowing in this direction." - Abbotsford Clarion

10/7/1904

10/14/1904

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL MEAT MARKET. "F.L. Adams and Jacob Kapitz have rented the rooms on
I wonder if the Rousseau is the former manager of the Rib
the south side of the Boston Store, which is occupied by the new dry goods and grocery store of Rousseau and Lake Lumber Company.
Jewell, and will start a wholesale and retail meat market. They will buy stock from farmers for cash, paying
the highest market price. Farmers who have stock to sell and do not care to take their pay in trade, or want
part pay in trade or part in cash, will have an excellent opportunity to do so with the new firm."

"The RLLC is starting to build a camp on Section 21, Town 34, Range 3 East in Price County which will
accommodate from 60-80 men. The work of laying track is being rushed and when it reaches this camp,
another one will be started on Section 16 or 17, same town and range. The company will probably have three
camps the coming winter."
"A.W. Sanborn, President of the RLLC, was in the Village Monday and Tuesday. He spent the greater part of
Tuesday in the woods with J.J. Kennedy."
"William Chase has sold his blacksmith and wagon shop to Nickolas Clerff, who hales from Michigan. Mr.
Clerff was here and went away Wednesday to return in 10 days and take possession. He is a skilled workman
and there is no doubt that his shop will be known for good work. Harry Bush has charge of the shop at the
present time. Mr. Chase is contemplating the purchase of Lemon and Hyatt's Furniture Store."

I note no information regarding identification of camps or
foremen - too bad.

The blacksmith shop was located where in 2008 stands the
C&G Mobil Gas Station, NE corner of McComb and STH
102.

20th Century Club OYSTER SUPPER. "The 20th Century Club will serve an oyster supper for the benefit of the library Saturday
& J.J. Kennedy & evening, October 20, from 7 to 9 o'clock at the home of Mr. and Mrs. J.J. Kennedy. Everybody is invited.
famiy & Library The public library is a benefit to every citizen of Rib Lake who is inclined to read good books, magazines and
newspapers, and whenever the ladies give us supper or entertainment for its benefit, they should receive proper
encouragement."
People & Place "Wellington Haight thinks he has an idea that will liven things up a bit. He says that he has decided to be an
Various old reports have it that Wellington Lake was renamed
Names
independent candidate for sheriff, and will run as a La Follette man. Mr.Waschatka, the Republican nominee, "Wellington" from Worthington by Wellington Haight.
was in the field as an independent against Mr. Haight in the last election and the situation is now reversed. A
defeated candidate coming out as an indepedent seldom leads to good results."
Railroads - RLLC "Old Nancy has been fired up to fill the bill until the 2-Spot returns from Fond du Lac, where she is
undergoing general repairs and getting her tires turned up."

Agriculture

The reference to Fond du Lac is to the large shop and
maintenance facility run there by the Wisconsin Central
Railroad. As of 2007, it is going strong - now owned by the
Canadian National Railroad. The reference to Old Nancy is to
the first locomotive owned by the RLLC affectionately known
as "Nancy" or "Nancy Hanks".

"William Braatz has bought an 8 foot duplex, direct stroke windmill with a 30 foot, 4 post galvanized steel
The reference to John Taylor is to the partner in Taylor and
tower. Also a 12 barrel steel tank with tank heater. Mr. Braatz is a good farmer and will show the people that Gomoll Hardware Company located on McComb.
a windmill is a good investment. You will see a big change in his stock. John Taylor went out to the farm
Thursday to set it up and raise it.
Tannery &
Article reported the construction of a new railroad bridge
Railroads across Tannery Creek in the tannery compound at Rib Lake.
Wisconsin Central
A test train was run over it and the bridge showed no signs of
"weakening".
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FINISH SEASON'S CUT. THE BILL SAWMILL WILL BE SHUT DOWN TIL CHRISTMAS. "The
RLLC's mill was shut down last Saturday after a steady run of 8 months and a cut of 23 million [board feet]. It
will not be started up again until the 1st or 15th of December. The 100 or more men employed in the mill and
yard will have little to do until then, and have a chance to take a well-earned rest. ¶ The planing mill will run
right along, except when there is a shortage of [railroad] cars, as the company has a good heavy stock to run
on. ¶ Two camps are in running order and another is to be started soon. Quite a few logging contracts have
been let. ¶ The company is negotiating the purchase of a steam log skidder, which is being made by the Clyde
Iron Works of Duluth, the same firm which manufactures the steam log loaders and the machine is to be
delivered in 6 months. This machine, it is claimed, can skid logs 1,000 feet away from the track in any
direction. The lines, of which there are 4 in diameter, are run out and the trimmed tree is hauled right up to the
track when it is cut into logs. Mr. Pringle was down in Mississippi last week for the purpose of seeing these
machines
work in the forests of that state."

GERMAN REPUBLICAN SPEAKER. "Nickolas Shoeveler, a German Republican speaker, will address the
Republicans of the Town of Rib Lake tomorrow evening, Saturday, Oct. 29. The bills will be out announcing
the time and place. Everyone should turn out."
LOGS AND TIES WANTED. "I pay the following prices for ties, delivered at our mill in Rib Lake: #1
hemlock and tamarack, 9 1/2 " or larger, $.20 each; #2 hemlock and tamarack, 8" or larger, $.10 each; cull ties,
$.06 each. Bring us your cedar ties. I pay the current prices for logs. Also do custom sawing. Signed John
Mathe."
"L.A. Meyer, of the firm of L.A. Meyer and Company, burglar proof vault manufacturers of Milwaukee, was
in the village last Friday, and opened the burglar proof vault of the RLLC in a very short time. The vault was
locked by mistake when part of the opening mechanism, called "tumbler" was inside. The office force had to
leave the books to do their work, and there was no other remedy than to telegraph for an expert safe opener,
which they did, with the above-named results. Mr. Meyer is an expert safe opener, having been in the business
27 years."
"The RLLC is shipping their cedar. Six men are employed in loading it on [railroad] cars, and the work will
require 4 weeks. The total number of poles and posts to be loaded amounts to something like 5,000. A
Minneapolis firm made the purchase."
THE LOCAL REPUBLICAN CANDIDATES. WILLIAM E. MARTIN FOR COUNTY CLERK. "The
popularity of County Clerk William E. Martin has been attested in two elections. Two years ago he had the
largest majority of any county candidate. He has ably conducted the business of his office for 4 years. He has
kept a careful record of the county's business and has been obliging in his treatment of those who have had
business with his office. Mr. Martin was one of the early German settlers in this county; having taken a
homestead in the Town of Greenwood 23 years ago. He still owns the place and was living there when elected
to his present office. He was at one time a member of the county board, representing what is now the towns of
Greenwood, Chelsea, Molitor, Rib Lake and Cleveland. For 14 years he was the clerk of his town, but decided
to accept the office of county clerk. His public services will be rewarded by a large majority vote on Nov. 8."
H.A. MCDONALD, FOR REGISTER OF DEEDS. "The north part of Taylor County is represented on the
Republican ticket by H.A. McDonald, candidate for register of deeds. He has been a resident of Rib Lake for
22 years. His birth place was in the county of Glengary, 60 miles from Montreal, Canada. In the early days he
was employed in the woods hereabouts, first for Butterfield, Ferguson and Company of Medford and later at
Rib Lake for J.J. Kennedy, later for 17 years holding the position of shipping clerk and yard foreman. Since
Mr. Kennedy sold his mill to the present owners, the subject of this sketch has been engaged in the real estate
business. For several years he was town treasurer and is now supervisor for the Village of Rib Lake, and also
chairman of the Republican town committee up to 2 years ago. For 16 years he has been a taxpayer in the
county; last year his taxes amounted to over $300. Mr. McDonald is well qualified to conduct the office of
Register of Deeds, and if elected, the people will have no cause for regret."

It is important to differentiate between the steam log skidder
and the steam log loader. The log loader was invented by a
McGiffert. The RLLC had earlier purchased one. It stood on
the railroad tracks and loaded flat cars with logs. ¶ The new
machine which the company is thinking about buying as
illustrated in the Oct. 28 article, is a steam log skidder. It was
also situated on the railroad tracks but its purpose was to pull
the cut logs to the tracks by means of a steel cable up to 1,000
feet long.

¶ See CDs of Rib Lake History documents and photographs
for a photograph of the steam log skidder, as well as a
photograph of the steam log loader.

John Mathe had taken over and was operating the former mill
run by F.J. Hintz.

These were the days before creosote. Cedar is naturally rot
resistant. It was used extensively for clothes posts, telephone
and electric poles.
There is a beautiful portrait of William E. Martin
accompanying this ad. He is wearing various military medals,
one of which appears to be the German iron cross. He was a
veteran of the German army. ¶ It should be noted that the
German army veterans organized the Deutsche Krueger
Verein, or German Veteran's Club in Medford at the turn of
the century. Many German war veterans of the FrancoPrussian War were very proud of their service.

11/4/1904

Politics & Tannery "The US Leather Company pays no duty on hides. The imported hides, after being manufactured into leather, This is really an editorial by J.J. Voemastek. J.J. Voemastek
are exported. This trust has the corner on the leather industry, and free hides would simply put more money
was in favor of the tariff system supported by the Republican
into the pockets of this trust, and leather would not be cheaper, and they would not pay more in wages."
stalwarts. Immediately above this article was another quoting
Mike Ryan, a Democratic legislator, in favor of free trade,
including wiping out tariffs on hides. ¶ The article regarding
Mike Ryan included the comment "In a zeal for looking out
for the tanneries he forgot the farmers. Under the free trade
system, the whole farming community would have to compete
againt Europe, Asia, Africa and South America. We wish to
admonish our voters who are not free traders that they should
vote for A.W. Sanborn for the senate and John B. Haggerty for
the assembly as we know they will not vote for a free trader
for US senator but for a Republican who will be in favor of
sustaining our protective tariff."

11/4/1904

RLLC &
Businesses

11/4/1904

Camps - Bark &
Rusch

11/11/1904

People &
Businesses

11/11/1904

Businesses

11/11/1904

Businesses

11/18/1904

People &
Businesses

11/25/1904

Environment &
Forests/Wood

[The RLLC in a full page ad advertised a 10 day great stock reducing sale at its store. It also provided "On all This is the first time I saw any reference to transporting
purchases of $10 or more, we will allow railroad fare from Chelsea and Westboro and return, and will give
passengers on the RLLC railroad. This may be a reference to
free transportation of our logging railroad."
taking the line between Rib Lake northwesterly past the Spirit
Lakes to Spirit Falls. To qualify for the free train ride, the
customer had to shop at the RLLC store.
Articles reports that Mrs. Klostermann -name misspelled
within article - has moved out of an old camp in Section 7, 33
North, Range 3 East, and goes to join her husband in Missouri.
I believe this is a reference to Mrs. Henry Klostermann. My
late uncle, Albert Knop, reported that a bark camp had been
operated at that site. It is presently the residence of Mr. and
Mrs. Thomas Michael and Mary Ann Rusch, NW-SE, 7-33NR3E.
"I wish to announce that I have retired from the firm of Gomoll and Taylor on account of my health. I intend
going to a warmer climate, and have taken our book account as part of my share. I wish that all those who
owe me would call and settle their accounts, as my health demands my immediate departure." signed Ed
Gomoll
"A.R. Hyatt, the furniture man, has moved his family into the Larsen building, next to the First National Bank
and is moving his furniture store into the room downstairs."
"Allen Kennedy did a good job when he tore down the old barn opposite Bonneville's saloon and cleaned up
the grounds. As the building stood in the condition it was in, it was no use to the lumber company who owned
it and shut off the view from their office and store. Mr. Kennedy got a nice pile of good, sound pine lumber
out of it for his labor. ¶Allen Kennedy and Jacob Miller have formed a partnership and will erect a blacksmith
and wagon shop on the lot north of Louis Olson's barbershop. The lot was staked out yesterday. Mr. Kennedy,
who has no peer in the country as a blacksmith, will do the blacksmith work and Mr. Miller, who has a good
reputation as a woodworker, will tend to the other department."
"Phillip A. Goelz, proprieter of the new cigar factory, arrived here yesterday morning and is busy with his
assistants making cigars for the Rib Lake market and vicinity. He is a very nice man, and we hope that the
people will patronize him, the businessmen especially. Every dollar which is spent for cigars elsewhere is that
much money sent out of town."
"The Ashland Lumber Company finished its season's cut and is closed down to run no more. The mill has
been sold and it will be immediately torn down. Only a year or two and Ashland will be of little importance in
the lumber world. The mills on Chequamegon Bay, deserted and of no value to the city, the relics of the most
stupendous commercial extravagance and lack of foresight. Proper care would have insured a permanent
supply. Careless methods denuded our great forest areas and today our cut-over and burnt-over districts
present to the settler a prospect that is far from alluring. Our big sister's prosperity must settle to an
agricultural foundation before it will be permanent and in spite of difficulties, her farms must be developed
before she can regain what she has lost by the closing of her mills."

In 2007, that location is part of the Rib Lake bowling alley.
RPR believes this Kennedy blacksmith shop was on the South
side of Railroad Street east of Second Street. Allen Kennedy
was probably not a relative of J.J. Kennedy.

One of his competitors were the Ruesch & Ruesch partnership
in Medford, WI, cigar makers.

This article was apparently written by J.J. Voemastek.
Interesting, were any of his insightful comments regarding the
need for forest management taken to heart at Rib Lake?
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"The largest [railroad] car of lumber ever sent out of Rib Lake, it is said, was shipped from the RLLC's planing
mill last Monday. It was a flat car loaded with inch lumber which scaled 42,000 feet."
"Henry Voss has built a new walk in front of his hotel, the Rib Lake House."
THE STEAM SKIDDER HAS ARRIVED. "The steam skidder for the Rib Lake Lumber Company arrived
Tuesday evening and was hauled out to the woods. Mr. Kennedy intended to have it in running order
yesterday. The machine was partly knocked down and curiosity seekers who looked at it at the depot and in
the yard were rather disappointed, as there was not much to be seen. The man sent from the factory to set it up
arrived Sunday. This machine is used extensively in the south where they have no snow for logging and if it is
a success in the woods of northern Wisconsin, it will add materially in revolutioning logging. A representative
of the company informed The Herald that a machine like that retails for $6,500. This company has made heavy
investments the past few years in machinery, rolling stock and improvements, which is the best evidence that
they intend to stay for many years and see good prospects ahead. Every businessman and every laborer should
feel encouraged to invest in Rib Lake property."
People &
"A. Earlstein of Chicago, the man who owns the coal kilns [charcoal kilns] and pays $1.75 for wood which is
Businesses
worth $2 is in town this week. He is in town and on the warpath too. He thinks because he pays $1.75 for
wood, the Village Board has no right to pay $2. Everybody knows that his kilns are idle 10 months of the year
because for the price he pays, he cannot get enough wood to burn charcoal more than that short time. Those
who have wood for sale claim they must haul it so far that there is no profit in it at $1.75 per cord. Mr.
Earlstein told the writer last summer that he was not making one red cent profit on his Rib Lake investment.
Thereupon the writer asked him if he would take $2.25 per cord for the wood he had at the kilns as this would
give him a profit of $.50 per cord without touching it. Mr. Earlstein laughed and asked $3.50 per cord. Can
any of our readers see any sense or logic in his statements? We have never heard him speak one kind word for
Rib Lake or its inhabitants, and he always has an axe to grind when he comes here. He always finds his taxes
too high and everybody is robbing him. He is to blame to a great extent that we have no depot here. Had he
consented to give the
People &
railroad a piece of his land when the RLLC offered them a large strip of theirs, the depot would have been
Businesses (cont) built. Mr. Earlstein, when the village board needs your advice, they will call on you; in the meantime, they
will pay $2.00 for 4 foot hardwood if they see fit to do it."
Tannery
LOCAL TANNERY UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT "The local tannery is working under a new
management. The U.S. Leather Company has been reorganized and will be known under a new name. It is
probable that the new officers of the new company will have a new way of doing things. At the local office
there has been practically no information received concerning the change."
J.J. Kennedy &
family
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"William Kennedy and family have taken possession of the Adams House at Abbotsford. Under the
management of Mr. and Mrs. Kennedy, the Adams House will rank as one of the best hotels along the
Wisconsin Central line."

The village would buy hardwood for the municipal electric
light plant.

This article indicates that the US Leather Company has been
reorganized and will be known by new name. The new name
is not printed. I suspect it was either Central Leather
Company or Union Leather Company.
I believe this is a reference to William J. Kennedy, brother of
J.J.

There is a gap within the library volumes beginning with January, 1905, until it resumes Oct. 13, 1905.
"The RLLC's teams and teamsters that were employed on a railroad in Illinois all summer, are expected here
There is no explanation for this entry regarding work in
this week. The company's barn is being sided, painted and shingled and the teams will find their quarters more Illinois. Unfortunately, as of Dec. 2007, the Rib Lake Public
comfortable than ever before."
Library is missing the Jan. 1 through Oct. 13, 1905 editions of
the Rib Lake Herald.
"We are pleased to learn the Dr. Clement Kelnhofer, the veterinary surgeon and dentist located at Medford, is His Medford home and office was located in the northwest
building up an extensive practice and his services are sought by the owners of some of the best horses in this corner of Second and Division Street - a site later occupied by
section. The doctor is a graduate of one of the best veterinary colleges in the United States, and was a druggist the Ruesch & Ruesch Funeral Home.
before entering the college. Owners of horses in Rib Lake and vicinity should employ him if they want their
horses to get an approved, scientific treatment as well as modern dental work.
"Messrs. Waters and Zerbel, of Humbird, Wisconsin, who will build a sawmill at Spirit Lake, have shipped
machinery to Rib Lake and part of it has arrived and been unloaded. Mister Zerbel's household goods and his
family have arrived also. The building of this sawmill at Spirit Lake means that a new town will be started
there. Houses will be built for the mill hands who have families and a general store and post office will be
established. The people in the Spirit Lake country are quite enthusiastic over it."

10/20/1905

RLLC

"Henry Nichols returned with his teams working on a new railroad "near Chicago"."

Article notes that the horses involved were owned by the
RLLC. This is my analysis: Sept. and Oct. are traditionally
slow times for the RLLC; peeling hemlock bark has ceased. It
is too early to begin standard winter woods operations. I
suspect that the RLLC decided to make an extra buck by using
their teams of horses and teamsters in an unrelated enterprise.
The Wis. Central Railway ran between Rib Lake and Chicago;
this would permit an easy transportation of the teams to the
Chicago area.

10/20/1905

Spirit

"John Petrasek is building a German Lutheran Church at Spirit."

This congregation in 2008 is Zion Evangelical Lutheran
Church, Robert D. Sloan, Pastor.
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"Andrew Aitken has a crew of men loading the US Leather Company's bark at Chelsea. The bark is shipped to
Stanley and Mr. Aitken thinks it will take his crew all winter to ship the bark, which is piled near the track and
that which will be brought from the woods on sleighs - about 6,000 cords all told."
AFTER THE FIRE - HERALD OFFICE CLEANED UP LAST SUNDAY MORNING "Most of the readers
The article reports that the plant of the Rib Lake Herald was a
of the Herald have probably heard by this time that the Herald office was cleaned up by fire last Sunday
total loss. This would explain the fact that the volumes
morning at 1:00. The plant, which was valued at $1,500, was believed to be a total loss, but upon careful
between Jan. 1 to Oct. 1905 are missing.
examination of the machinery, it is thought this can be used again. The furniture, cases, type, paper stock, and
other combustible materials are a total loss. The plant was partly insured, but the insurance will not cover the
loss. ¶ The fire, when first discovered, was in the wood pile which stood against the northwest corner of the
office. Messrs. Klug, C.T. Hintz, Phil Golz and H. Sargent were the first ones at the fire. Mr. Golz pushed the
button which gave the alarm. The firemen reached the fire in a short time and soon had it under control. As
there always is considerable paper and combustible material in a print shop, when the fire started inside it
spread very rapidly.¶ The Herald office was in a one story building which adjoined the two story building,
owned by Mr. Ed Gomoll, on the west side. The main building contained the stock of dry goods owned by C.
T. Hintz.
The second floor was not occupied. ¶ At 5:00 in the morning the firemen were called out again, and this time
the fire was in the attic of the store building. It was gotten under control by the firemen in a short time, but
considerable damage was done to the building and all the stock in the store was damaged, more or less. Mr.
Hintz had no insurance on the stock, and the insurance on the building will not cover the loss. ¶ This issue of
The Herald was printed in Prentice, at the Calumet office, and I am under great obligations to Mr. Bell, the
editor of that paper, and Mr. Berger, who works for him. The next issue of The Herald will be printed here in
Rib Lake, as I hope to have an outfit in shape to do this by the middle of next week. ¶ I hereby wish to thank
my friends who offered to aid me and advance me money, and are aiding me now, to get started in business
again. I have secured several new subscribers in Rib Lake and Chelsea since the fire. This expression of good
will coming as it does, has inspired me with new hope and ambition, and I wish to thank my friends again for
the help they gave me. ¶ Orders for work and advertising will be filled next week." Signed J.J. Voemastek.
THE HICKORY FARM. "Two weeks from Friday, Sargent and Sons new opera house will be opened with
the comedy "The Hickory Farm" under the management of C.H. Gleason, supported by local talent. There are
8 characters in this play. Mr. Gleason at the present time is painting an entirely new line of scenery for the
stage."
BIG LUMBER DEAL. "The Walker Lumber Company of Columbus, Wisconsin, has bought all the lumber in
the Rib Lake Lumber Company's yard. Mr. Walker was here yesterday to close the deal. The lumber will be
shipped as fast as possible. ¶ The RLLC intends to log 23 or 24 million feet this winter. They have 2 camps
running and are preparing to start another camp this week. In addition to their camps, they have let contracts
for logging to Archie McLellan, George Schnell, and Lawrence Tums [Thums]. ¶ John Mathe and Company
have let contracts for logging to William Braatz and George Schnell and will put in a camp of their own on
Section 14, 33 - 2 East. They intend to harvest about 5 million feet. ¶ 1906 will be a banner year in lumbering
as far as Rib Lake is concerned."
"The Rib Lake Town Board has appointed Fred Mielke town clerk for the unexpired term of P.R. Heffernen."
"President Roosevelt has issued an order setting aside a number of unsurveyed islands in Lake Superior for
wild bird preserve."
"The US Leather Company will employ about 14 teams to haul bark to Chelsea this winter and about 20 teams
to haul bark to Medford. No hauling can be begun until real cold winter weather sets in."

The RLLC would also use Archie McLellan, George Schnell
and Lawrence Thums as jobbers. In other words, they would
be responsible for producing logs on RLLC-owned property
using their own men and machinery.
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5TH GRADE. "Number of peoples enrolled - 29. Average daily attendance - 27. Number of pupils neither
absent nor tardy - girls 11 - boys 7, total 18. Pupils whose average standing is 90% or above are Lorene
Taylor, Glenna Rich, Robert Rusch and Lousen Rousseau.
"J.J. Kennedy attended the funeral of Peter Doyle at Catholic Church in Medford."
Messrs. Ignatz Wetzel, Charles Holtman, and Mr. Tohoman of Milwaukee and Julius Maurer of Medford,
were in the Village the fore part of the week for the purpose of reviving the local lodge of the Gegenseitigen
Unterstuetzungs Geselschaft Germania of Wisconsin."
"A. Bonneville and John Mathe have taken a contract to log 3 million feet of hemlock for the RLLC in
Sections 25 and 26, Range 32 2 East. They will employ about 75 men and 10 teams."

"The Rib Lake Tannery is being changed to what is known as "Lime" tannery and arranged for the tanning of
both dry and green hides. The change will be made gradually to avoid shutting down of the whole plant. ¶ A
brick chimney has been completed at the Mellen Tannery and one is being built at Medford, but it is not
probable that one will be built in Rib Lake at this time because the smokestacks in use are in good condition.
These brick chimneys are about 150 feet high, 18 feet in diameter at the base and taper from the base to the
top."
"The German Evangelical Lutheran Zion Church in the Spirit Lake settlement was dedicated Sunday."
"Waters and Zerbel have raised the smokestack on their new mill at Spirit Lake and intend the fire the boiler
this week."
"Henry Stelling has leased F.L. Adams' sawmill near the Schaack post office and will operate it this winter.
The steam thrashing machine which belongs to C.T. Hintz and Henry Stelling, and which stood near
Conductor Gray's house all summer, has been taken out there and will be used in the mill. Mr. Stelling is a
hustler and has a good idea about lumber, sawmill and logging, and it is very likely he will make pretty good
money with the mill."
"A deal of some consequence to us was closed this week when J.J. Voemastek bought the entire block in
which Lemon's barbershop and Sargent's harness shop are located. It was owned by Messrs. George Braun
and Hugh A. McDonald. The Herald will be moved into the rooms now occupied by the harness shop as soon
as Mr. Sargent vacates. Mr. and Mrs. Voemastek will move into the rooms upstairs which were vacated by
Mr. and Mrs. Lemon. We have taken the liberty to christen it "The Herald Block".

People & Tannery "Fayette Shaw, the veteran tannery operator and the once owner of the Rib Lake Tannery, died in Boston last
week Friday. Mr. and Mrs. Hazen, who are related to him, were notified but have not yet received full
particulars. He is remembered in Rib Lake by many as a kind, old gentleman."
J.J. Kennedy & "J.J. Kennedy received 40 head of nice, heavy horses from Nebraska this week to be used in his logging
family & RLLC operations this winter. This makes 60 head received by him to date."

Railroads - RLLC "A locomotive of the RLLC was derailed Monday, when 13 miiles out on the logging road. It was brought in
Tuesday afternoon. In the meantime, Conductor Gray carried the mail on a handcar."
J.J. Kennedy & "The loggers in this section have everything in readiness to do heavy logging just as soon as we have a few
family & RLLC good frosts to make a solid bottom for the ice roads. J.J. Kennedy's teams have brought in some logs already
and John Mathe was to have made a start yesterday. The longest haul will be about 13 miles."
Tannery
"Farmers are hauling bark to the tannery despite the soft roads. It is gratifying to learn that about 3,000 cords
of bark peeled in Greenwood by the US Leather Company will be hauled to Rib Lake."
Businesses

J.J. Kennedy &
family

Both of these sections abut the boundaries of the Village of
Rib Lake. It is interesting to note that there was that much
hemlock still standing so close to the Village.

"Miss Jeanette Kennedy will leave for Memphis, Tennessee, Christmas night to spend the winter there."

I believe the real estate involved belonged to John H. Schaack
in Section 20, Town 33 North, Range 3 East. This would be 4
miles east of the Village. It's a good illustration of a mom and
pop type lumber mill.
The property described is now on the west side of McComb
Avenue north of Landall Ave. In 2007 it is a parking lot
serving the Zondlo grocery store.

Fayette Street in the Village of Rib Lake owes it names to
Fayette Shaw.
Since there has been a 10 month gap in the Rib Lake Herald
available for my reading, Jan. 1 - Oct. 1905, I have not been
able to keep up with J.J. Kennedy. Prior to the gap he was
serving as the Walking Boss for the RLLC. In his capacity as
walking boss he was in charge of all of the camps, including
providing horses.

The Rib Lake Herald prints a nice photograph of the
Kelnhofer Store. In 2008 the building still stands as "Ed's
IGA", at 801 McComb Ave.
Jeanette Kennedy was a daughter of J.J. and Flora Kennedy.

12/29/1905

Brehm

"Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Brehm of Brehm, Wisconsin, spent Christmas day in Rib Lake with their sons and
friends."

Brehm was a "town" located at the town road junction next to
St. Ann's Church. ¶ The 1913 plat book shows the 80 north of
St. Ann's owned by Joseph Thums but also shows a building
and labels it Brehm Post Office.

12/29/1905

RLLC

"Hemlock lumber jumped another dollar per thousand. Wisconsin pine is thinning out rapidly and builders
must fall back on hemlock. Hemlock costs only one-half as much as pine, and, with few exceptions, answers
nearly all purposes for which pine can be used."

White pine was considered king. Hemlock was an orphan.
Hemlock rotted easily. Its butt logs were routinely hollow and
worthless. The wood was splintery and difficult to work.
There was also the sentimental factors to be considered
between pine and hemlock. These are subjective
considerations. Lots of people had a love affair with white
pine-far fewer loved hemlock.

12/29/1905

J.J. Kennedy &
family

"Mr. and Mrs. Natt McDougall and William Kennedy arrived in Rib Lake Sunday morning from Waukegan,
Illinois to spend Christmas at the home of Mr. and Mrs. J.J. Kennedy. Mrs. McDougall is their daughter and
William is their son."

This William G. Kennedy is not to be confused with the
William J. Kennedy who is the brother of J.J. Kennedy, Angus
Kennedy and Hugh Kennedy. ¶The 1912 census of Rib Lake
showed the children of J.J. Kennedy living at home to be
Tena, Jeanette and Don. I take it William G. Kennedy was
already emancipated. ¶ Approx. 1 year ago, 1904, it was
reported that Mr. and Mrs. William Kennedy had left Medford
to buy a hotel in Abbotsford; I take that reference to be to the
brother of J.J. Kennedy.

"Mr. Maes of Dorchester has bought an acre of land south of Spirit Lake from Waters and Zerbel and will
build a hotel and saloon on same. The site is near the sawmill and the men who are now boarding at Otto
Olson's will be taken care of, then. ¶ Waters and Zerbel claim to have the best sawmill in the county. They
have already sawed the lumber to cover the mill and this work is now in progress. When they have enough
lumber sawed for the necessary buildings, they propose shutting down for the winter and put their crews to
getting in logs."

The Maes tavern and hotel during the 1970's was known as the
Spirit Lake resort. It burned to the ground about 1990. It was
located on the west side of STH 102 immediately south of
Little Spirit Lake. In 2007 a public boat landing stands on the
site.

1906
1/5/1906

Spirit Lake

1/5/1906

Wolves

1/12/1906

Businesses

"Albert Marschke's new saloon open for business this week. It's a nice place."

1/12/1906

Spirit Lake

1/12/1906

Businesses

"John Larsen has bought 80 acres of land in the Spirit Lake region near Waters and Zerbel's sawmill and is
building a hotel and saloon there. He hopes to have it completed and move in three weeks. The sawmill crew
will board with him and with what transcient trade he will pick up, John ought to do pretty well out there."
"Weinkauf's sawmill in Greenwood was bought this week by A.J. Sones. The purchase of the mill includes a
lease of the Weinkauf house for two years and this winter Mr. Sones will have a family from LaCrosse occupy
it. This mill has a capacity of about 40,000 feet per day, the machinery is in good shape and those who are
able to judge these matters say that Mr. Sones made a good investment. ¶ Mr. Weinkauf has been in this part
of the state the past 40 years and retires from business on account of poor health."

1/12/1906

1/12/1906
1/19/1906

Railroads - RLLC Despite the prevailing soft weather, the loggers are not discouraged and loads of logs are moving in this
& RLLC
direction like an endless chain. The RLLC intends to get in at least 20 million feet this winter on sleighs and
about 6 million on [railroad] cars next spring. Their big sawmill will start up the first of March - probably
sooner. The John Mathe Company intends to put in a stock of logs larger than last year. Their lath mill will
start up in another two weeks."
J.J. Kennedy &
family
Spirit Lake

Article reports that Taylor County paid $140 for wolf bounty
in the past year and $122 for "wild cats".
Marschke's new tavern was at 832 McComb - in 2008 it is
Wiitala's "Last Chance" tavern.

It is interesting to note that the logs hauled by sleighs were
over 3 times the volume of the logs hauled by railroad to the
Rib Lake sawmill. This shows the importance of ice roads
and the steam hauler and sleighs pulled by horses.

"J.J. Kennedy has built a large stable for his horses on a lot west of his home."
"Waters and Zerbel have a feedmill in connection with their sawmill at Spirit Lake and Chairman William
Braatz was the first one to take his grist there, which was last Friday. They ground 56 bushels in 1 1/2 hours
and Mr. Braatz was well pleased with the work."

William Braatz was the chairman of the Town of Rib Lake. ¶
In 2007, one grist mill survives in the area. The Rib Lake
Roller Mill still operates on Fayette Ave owned and operated
by William Schreiner.

1/26/1906

Tannery

1/26/1906

RLLC & Camps

1/26/1906

Misc.

2/2/1906
2/2/1906

J.J. Kennedy &
familiy
Germania

2/2/1906

Tannery

2/2/1906

Railroads Wisconsin Central

2/9/1906

Tannery

2/23/1906

Tannery

2/23/1906

3/2/1906

"H. Cole, Chief Land-Looker for the US Leather Company, and L. L. Miller, who is in charge of the bark
operations at Prentice, are cruising in the vicinity of Rib Lake and preparing a report for the US Leather
Company."
"James McDonald, foreman for a camp for the RLLC, informs us that Gus Kemp, who works there, broke the
record for skidding on the 15th of this month. On that day Gus skidded 23,210 feet of timber, which beats last
year's record by 1,000 feet or more. Paul Kaski did a big day's work in Alec McDonald's camp last winter
which stood as a record until Gus broke it. The timber was scaled on skids by Leroy Brown, an expert scaler
of Ashland. What's the matter with Gus?"
Winter is mildest to date since 1878. The coldest point reached this winter was 10 below zero. Several open
An open winter, that is, a warm, snowless winter, was the
winters are remembered by old settlers of this locality."
logger's nemisis. Without snow and cold, there was simply no
way to efficiently skid logs and sleigh logs. Please note the
foregoing article indicating that the RLLC intended to haul by
team 20 million board feet of logs as compared to only 6
million board feet by train.
"Mrs. William Kennedy and her son, Earl, of Abbotsford, visited their Rib Lake relatives and friends Saturday
and Sunday."
"A grand ball will be given at Germania hall (round the lake) tomorrow evening. Good music has been secured There was a Germania Hall in Rib Lake. It stood at 846
and everybody who enjoys a good time is invited to attend."
Lakeshore Drive - in 2008 the site is the Lawrence Kennedy
home. This means that the Germania Hall in Medford was not
alone.
"The Weeks Lumber Company has begun to haul bark from Greenwood to Rib Lake and it will be piled near
the depot for shipment - about 1,400 cords."

"Andrew Aitken, who was in charge of the crew loading bark at Chelsea, loaded the last car yesterday, and
now will have charge of the crew that will pile bark at the tannery. All told, 220 cars of bark were shipped
from Chelsea-114 cars of old and 106 cars of new bark - to Kenosha and Stanley."
"J.B. Hall of Wausau, Division Superintendent of the US Leather Company for the Wausau, Stanley and
Medford tanneries, was in the Village Tuesday. The company desires to have him take the place of Mr.
Yennie, who has gone east, and superintend the Rib Lake plant in addition to the three other tanneries. He has
taken the matter under advisement and left Wednesday to see what damage the fire did to the Prentice
Tannery. Mr. Hall is a man that is well liked by his subordinates."

Spirit Lake & Post "Mr. and Mrs. John A. Taylor and Mr. and Mrs. John Stelling drove out to Spirit Lake and took dinner at John
Office
Larsen's new hotel. The settlers around Spirit Lake will petition the post master general the coming spring to
establish a post office there with a mail delivery twice or three times a week."
J.J. Kennedy & "J.J. Kennedy shipped his Milwaukee contingent of horses home yesterday. They will be put to work on the
family
railroad in a few days. ¶ One of the pleasantest whist parties of the season was given by Mrs. J.J. Kennedy at
her home. On every table was a paper hatchet bearing the number of the table and the scorecards were in the
shape of hatchets. The play was for 6 points; the ladies progressing up and the gentlemen down. In all, 8
games were played, at the conclusion of which the prizes were awarded. Mr. Allen Kennedy received a box of
candy in the shape of a book inscribed "Life of George Washington". Nice refreshments were served and all
declared that Mrs. Kennedy is a royal entertainer."

Here is an example of hemlock bark that is being hauled to the
Village of Rib Lake for shipment elsewhere.
The Rib Lake Herald carried an article giving the tax valuation
of Wisconsin Railroads. The RLLC railroad was not listed.
Over 40 lines were listed, including Wis. Central,
$22,300,000; Abbotsford and Northeastern, $80,000; Fairchild
and Northeastern, $110,000; Stanley, Merrill & Phillips,
$120,000; John R. Davis [Phillips Lumber Company],
$48,000; and Marinette, Tomahawk and Western [the William
Bradley line running from Tomahawk through Spirit Falls],
$110,000.

Elsewhere the paper reported that the "tannery dry loft and
hide house of the Prentice Tannery Company were destroyed
by fire Tuesday morning. Several firemen were hurt in their
work to save the village. The origin of the fire is supposed to
be a "hot box" on the dynamo engine. It became so
threatening that Medford and Phillips were called on for
assistance. The loss is $50,000. In the hide house were
10,000 hides."

3/2/1906

3/9/1906

3/9/1906

3/9/1906

3/9/1906 (cont)

3/9/1906
3/9/1906

3/23/1906

Tannery

"One of the biproducts in tanning green hides is the hair which is separated, sorted and dried and made into
blankets, felt hats and other useful articles. The pure white hair often brings as much as $.11 a pound.
Superintendent Ziegler informs us that an apparatus for drying this hair will be installed at the tannery in the
near future."
RLLC
"The sawmill of the RLLC is ready to start as soon as the big "hog" which has been on the road more than a
week, has arrived and been put in its place. A crew of 100 men will find employment. At the present time the
company has logs enough on the lake to supply the mill all summer. They have 11 million feet in Price
County, which will be hauled on their railroad, and at the present time all are corresponding for the purchase
of two locomotives, one of which is to be geared. A new spur must be laid to the timber. It is reasonable to
suppose that the mill will run 8 months before shutting down for repairs. ¶ J. G. Mauch, of Hibbin, has been
given the position of walking boss and begun his duties the first of the month."
Spirit Lake
"William Maes, of Dorchester, has taken out a saloon license from the Town of Rib Lake and is doing
business on his lot south of Spirit Lake. Billy has made many friends since coming here and may look for a
busy time when spring comes."
Politics
ARE YOU IN THE FIELD? "The election of Village officers and the annual town meeting fall on the same
day, April 3. About the only difference in them will be that the polls of the town meeting will be open longer.
A caucus for the Village will be called about 10 days before the election, very likely in the new village hall,
and it is reasonable to suppose that is where the election will be held. ¶ Several vacancies on the village board
are to be filled, in addition to the new members to be elected. That some of the offices will go begging is a
certainty. The president and trustee draw no pay for serving the taxpayers to the best of thier ability and it is
common to hear them roundly abused instead of expressions of appreciation for their work. The past year the
Village dad's were very economical in the administration of village affairs and looking over the past, each year
is a marked improvement on the preceding one. The taxes, considering the improvements made, are very low.
In 1898, under the township organization on evaluation of $150, the tax was over $12, which was a rate of 8%
on all property. The present rate of taxation is a trifle over 3%. At that time we had poor streets, bad
Politics (cont)
sidewalks, no high school, no street lights, no fire protection and no marshall. With these facts in view, our
citizens should congratulate themselves. ¶ The candidates that have announced their intention of trying it
again are Charles DeGroat, Treasurer, and Henry Voss, the assessor. ¶ In the Town of Rib Lake, politics are
not as rife as a year ago, but we hear that William Braatz, the chairman, is a candidate for reelection and we
think his good record will help him get there."
Railroads - RLLC "Engine #2 is repaired and back on the run while engine #3 went back to Abbotsford."
RLLC
"Al Hasbey, who takes charge of the lath mill in the RLLC sawmill, has arrived with his family and household
goods. They will live in the house formerly occupied by Ed Cooney."

RLLC & US
Leather Co.

THE DEAL IS CLOSED-[The Central Leather Company/US Leather Company purchases the RLLC].
"According to the latest reports received here, the sale of the RLLC to the Central Leather Company, a
Pennsylvania Corporation, was accomplished in Milwaukee last Tuesday. No definite particulars can be
learned at this time as the majority of the officials of the RLLC are in Milwaukee and Mr. Pringle is not
expected home until Sunday. The many rumons afloat are merely hearsay and we do not feel like making any
comments until we are reliably informed from headquarters. But we believe that the change will increase Rib
Lake's prosperity materially. The Central Leather Company, we are told, controls the US Leather Company."
(emphasis added)

The reference to the hog is a reference to the machine which
tore apart waste wood producing "hog feed" or wood chips. It
was a huge wheel with steel teeth. ¶ The reference to a geared
locomotive is a reference to a specialized locomotive like a
Shay, small and powerful and providing power to each wheel.

I believe the wife of my uncle, Otto Rusch, was the daughter
of William Maes, Norma Maes.
It is interesting to note that the Village officials served with no
pay.

The lath used the smallest of lumber to make a strip of wood 4
foot long, 1 inch high and 1/4 inch thick. It was nailed to the
stud walls of the interior of a house and plaster would be
applied to it. Today we use sheetrock.
RPR has studied the real estate abstracts to land owned by the
RLLC in the Village of Rib Lake. The real estate abstracts do
not make any reference to this purchase. Apparently, the
stock of the RLLC was purchased making the real owner the
Central Leather Company and/or the US Leather Company,
without affecting the title to the real estate which remained
"Rib Lake Lumber Company". THIS PURCHASE MEANS
THAT THE SAME COMPANY, CENTRAL LEATHER
COMPANY, OWNED BOTH THE TANNERY-THEN
OWNED BY THE US LEATHER COMPANY-AND THE
RIB LAKE LUMBER COMPANY. ¶ See letter #10871
within the CDs of Rib Lake history documents and
photograph, dated 1/23/1935 where Central Pennsylvania
Lumber Company offers to sell the RLLC. After the sale of
the RLLC to Jack Mylrea, et al. in 1936, the United States
Leather Company took back a purchase money mortgage of
$950,000.00; the mortgage demonstrates the real owner of the
RLLC between 3/23/1906 and 1/31/1936 was the United
States Leather Company - even though land titles were in
names of subsidiary corporations.

3/23/1906

Tannery

"The US Leather Company's team brought in the last load of 4,200 cords last Friday. A few loads more are
I believe the reference to full capacity - 500 sides - means per
being hauled by some farmers. ¶ Superintendent Zeigler is waiting for orders from the division superintendent day.
Hall to build the new lime house. Five carloads of green hides arrived this week and more are on the road.
The tannery will run at full capacity - 500 sides - as soon as the new lime house is erected."

3/23/1906

Fire & Tannery

3/23/1906

RLLC

3/23/1906

Spirit Lake

"I hereby wish to thank the Rib Lake Fire Department on behalf the United States Leather Company for their
promptness to the fire alarm Wednesday afternoon and the good judgment and efficiency they displayed in
getting the fire under control. Signed Henry Zeigler, Superintendent of Tannery."
"The sawmill of the RLLC is running mostly on hardwood now. The company still has two camps running and
hauling was never better. A few more days of this cold weather and they will have finished logging with
sleighs and teams for the season."
"Peter Christensen, Irish Pete (as he is often called), handles the lever in Waters and Zerbel's mill, and knows Peter Christensen served as the sawyer, that is, the person
how to handle it. Carl Radtke does the easier work, that is, the setting."
deciding how to cut the logs. Carl Radtke apparently was the
carriage rider who did the actual adjustment of the levers to
implement the sawyer's decision.

3/23/1906

J.J. Kennedy &
family

3/30/1906

RLLC

4/6/1906

"Hugh Kennedy passed through our burg this week on his way home. He has been logging for the past two
years for the RLLC and has been staying with his crew at Arthur Andrew's farm."

RIB LAKE'S PROSPERITY ASSURED. "Although we are yet unable to learn who will be the head of what
was formerly the RLLC since it was acquired by the Pennsylvania Central Leather Company, we are assured
of the following: 1. The purchasers will not make any changes in the officers or the men and want the old
hands to stay. 2. The purchasers took possession from the day the sawmill started up. 3. The deal includes
the store, all logs on the lake, all timber, lands, rights and franchises of the RLLC. 4. The mill will cut at least
15 million feet every year. 5. The leather company will buy timber and bark tributary to their own in order
that theirs might last longer. 6. The deal prolonged the life of the sawmill and the tannery from 10 to 20
years. 7. It is probable that the mill will run 10 hours per day with pay every week. 8. Rib Lake property is
worth every cent invested in it. 9. A feeling of friendship will supercede that of rivalry, which seemed to have
existed between the employees of the mill and the tannery. 10. Fred Shaw says there are as many good men
in Rib Lake as elsewhere." (emphasis added)
Rib Lake Village & "The question of license or no license was decided of license by an overwhelming majority. ¶ F.J. Hintz was
Politics
elected President of the Village, Trustees were John Curran and Louis Olson, Clerk Joseph Brehm, Assessor
Henry Voss. ¶ The headline for the article was "The Village stays wet."

4/6/1906
4/6/1906

RLLC
RLLC

"The executive committee of the Pennsylvania Leather Company is expected to arrive here any day."
"The sawmill of the RLLC shut down Wednesday evening until the ice goes out of the lake. How long that
will be is a matter of uncertainty, as it depends entirely on the weather. The ice is too thin to make it safe for
anyone to walk on it and the logs that were near the pond have been sawed into lumber."

4/6/1906

Rusch

"A. Stiner [sic] elected treasurer of Town of Chelsea."

4/13/1906

Tannery

4/13/1906

Hintz

4/13/1906

Roads

"The Herald is informed that the daily capacity of the Rib Lake Tannery is to be increased to 600 sides, and
that an attempt will be made to keep it running steadily at the full capacity. The tannery's present capacity is
500 sides per day, and to handle the increase, a few more vats will have to be added."
C.T. HINTZ BUYS 2,000 ACRES. "C.T. Hintz bought 2,000 acres of timber land 7 miles southeast of the
Village. He intends to erect a sawmill in Section 13, Town 32 North, Range 3 East. F.J. Hintz estimates 12
million board feet of lumber will be hauled to Rib Lake for shipment - which will prevent the loss of logs
being driven down the river and sawed in other places."
"Town Board will finish the road from the sheep ranch to Harper Lakes next summer - take note, ye anglers!"

Hugh J. Kennedy was a brother to J.J. Kennedy. With the
other brother, William J. Kennedy, living in Abbotsford
running a hotel and the 4th brother, Angus, in Idaho, it was
just J.J. Kennedy and Hugh in Rib Lake.
The Pennsylvania Company was a subsidiary of the United
States Leather Company?

A referendum took place in the Village on whether or not to
ban liquor. Specifically, the question appeared to be whether
or not to issue liquor licenses. 45 people voted no and 110
people voted yes, i.e., to issue liquor licenses.

The problem here is that the company had no way of getting
additional logs into the mill. There probably were thousands
of logs on the ice but there was no way to get them to the mill.
This also implies that there was no dumping of logs directly
from the railroad into the hot pond.
I believe this is a reference to my great-grandfather, August
Steiner.

This is a reference to the completion of the Harper Lake Road,
now simply Harper Drive from its southern terminus on Hwy
D to the Harper Lakes.

4/20/1906

Fawn Valley

4/20/1906

Greenwood

4/20/1906

J.J. Kennedy &
family

4/20/1906

Spirit Lake

4/27/1906

Hotel

4/27/1906

RLLC

4/27/1906
4/27/1906

5/4/1906
5/11/1906
5/18/1906

5/18/1906

5/18/1906

5/18/1906

"August Radtke informs us that the Fawn Valley Cheese Factory will start up next Tuesday with a complete
equipment of new machinery. Mr. Radtke is a first class cheese maker and will do his level best to please the
patrons of the factory."
"Steven Konz' sawmill in Greenwood is to start up next Tuesday. A filing machine was recently added to the
equipment. Mr. Konz is one of the influential and successful businessmen of Greenwood."
"Donald Kennedy, the oldest son of Mr. and Mrs. John J. Kennedy, who has an important position with a
lumber firm at Gloveton, Texas, made a brief visit in the Village Monday and left for the west in the evening.
We are informed that he has an important position and is doing well, which his many friends in this village are
glad to hear."

"The log drivers have commenced operations on Spirit River. This is the last spring they will run the river."

Approximately 2 years ago there was a comment in the Herald
that Donald A. Kennedy was working with his uncle in Coeur
d'Alene, Idaho. ¶ To read a biography on each of the
Kennedys, consult "Movers & Shakers: Cast of Characters to
Early Rib Lake History" - CD of Rib Lake History Documents
at the Rib Lake Public Library.
This was not the last log drive on the Spirit River. Logs from
the Spirit point on Big Spirit Lake were driven on the river in
1910. Their destination is presently unknown to RPR.

"Henry Mathias, of Medford, who has leased the Commercial House, informs us that the hotel is now ready
The commerical hotel was located on the south side of
for the trade. All the rooms have been put in fine shape, some of them repapered, and the whole is being given Railroad Street in the Village. In 2007 the building still stands
a thorough spring housecleaning and refitting. Mr. Mathias is a professional cook, will set a good table and
and has been remodeled into an apartment complex.
will give the trade his best attention and courteous treatment. Those who are well acquianted with him say he
will make an excellent landlord. You are invited to put up at the hotel and see."

WORKING HOURS REDUCED. "Beginning with the last Monday morning, the sawmills of the RLLC and So much for the 8 hour day.
John Mathe and Company are running but 10 hours per day instead of 11 hours, which has been the custom
ever since Rib Lake was founded. The order for the change was issued Saturday. It has proven, thus far, that
the men do as much work in 10 hours as they did in 11, and there is no reason why this record should not
stand. The mill hands were agreeably surprised and some of them declare it will take some time for them to
become used to the change."
Spirit Lake
"John L. Larsen, proprietor of the Forest House, is doing a lot of clearing around his house and is making a big The Forest House was a small hotel.
improvement. Keep on, John."
20th Century Club "Mrs. J.J. Kennedy elected Vice President of the 20th Century Club."
& J.J. Kennedy &
famiy
J.J. Kennedy & "Hugh J. Kennedy intends to strike out for the woods again today, after being confined 5 weeks to his house
family
on account of poor health."
Spirit Lake
"The sawmill ran 1 day this week, getting out some materials to be used on the wagon road, which the lumber A road was constructed eastward from Spirit Lake to connect
company is building to haul their lumber to the railroad track."
with the RLLC railroad line.
RLLC
"The stockholders of the RLLC had another meeting in Milwaukee this week, and it is persistently rumored
that the finishing touches to close the deal with Central Pennsylvania Leather have been put on. Our informant
tells us that Fred Shaw, the bark superintendent for the US Leather Company, was called to Milwaukee."
Railroads EXCURSION TO PARK FALLS. "Sunday, May 20 an excursion [railroad] train will be run from Rib Lake to
Wisconsin Central Park Falls on account of the [base] ball game. Tickets for the round trip $1. Train leaves 11:00 a.m. and
returns at 12:00 p.m."
Library
WILL YOU TURN THE KEY. "Unless something is done for the public library by the Village Board or some
philanthropic person, the key in the library door will be turned and the general public will realize to the fullest
extent who the supporters are. Shall we lock the door of one of the few places in the whole village where the
young can find entertainment and education of the highest order? ¶ Can we afford it-is it just? For the sake of
a small monetary consideration to cut off this one source of education which is a stimulus to higher aims? Can
we close the door which deprives our young people the refuge - a meeting place - which if closed, will send
them to streets and perhaps worse places for their entertainment and diversion. The library has been organized
and maintained principally by the women's club of Rib Lake. There are many and various demands upon their
time and purse and it is only just and right after all of these years that they look for and expect help from the
Village. [article continues] Signed S.E.R.
Camps - Bark & "The US Leather Company has two bark camps in running order. One is at Wood Lake with Mark O'Maley
These camps were run by the Rib Lake Tannery.
Tannery
foreman, and other is on Section 17, 34-3East, John S. Kennedy foreman. They want all the men they can get
for peeling bark."

5/25/1906

Spirit Lake

"Mr. Zerbel, a member of the firm known as the Spirit Lake Lumber Company, informs us they have cut and
turnpiked a road from their sawmill to the railroad track, a distance of two miles. They are hauling lumber to
the track for shipment."
5/25/1906
RLLC
"The deal pending between the RLLC and the Pennsylvania Central Leather Company has finally been closed
and the Pennsylvania Central Leather Company is in possession of all of the RLLC's property. Fred Shaw,
bark superintendent of the US Leather Company, has been appointed General Manager of the company, which
will continue under the name of the RLLC and the people of Rib Lake hope his appointment is permanent. ¶
An inventory of the store is being taken. ¶ The business will continue the same as usual. Another locomotive
is expected to arrive soon to run on the logging road. ¶ T.R. Begley, formerly in the employ of the US Leather
Company, has accepted the position of bookkeeper. ¶ William Pringle, who has been with the company the
past 8 years, tendered his resignation two weeks ago and it was accepted. He offered his resignation once
before, but the directors would not accept. Mr. Pringle's honesty and ability enabled him to rise from the
position of bookkeeper to secretary and treasurer and general manager of the company. The people of Rib
Lake in general regret to learn of his and his family's intended departure. ¶ Press dispatches also report the
sale of the
5/25/1906 (cont)
RLLC (cont)
Upham Manufacturing Company of Marshfield to the Pennsylvania Central Leather Company." (emphasis
added)
5/25/1906
Library
"At a meeting of the Village Board Tuesday evening, the sum of $50 was appropriated for the support of the
library. ¶ The Board also decided to allow $.50 per lineal foot for curbstone to those who will build cement
pavements to replace the wooden sidewalks."
6/1/1906
Rib Lake Herald "The newspaper is a law book for the indolent, a sermon for the thoughtless, a library for the poor, an
admonisher for the lawless. It may stimulate the most indifferent, but it cannot be published without cost and
sent free to subscribers. This is no joke."
6/1/1906
Railroads - RLLC "The RLLC has secured an engine from the Wisconsin Central to run on the Rib Lake-Chelsea branch. Fred
Bailey is the engineer and John Eicher fires for him. The other engine is running on the logging road. Ed
Cooney is engineer, Anton Nehiba fireman and Ed DuChene conductor."
6/1/1906
RLLC
"George Nathan Harder of Williamsport, Pennsylvania, arrived here Thursday to initiate the office force of the
RLLC into the new system of bookkeeping being used by the Central Pennsylvania Leather Company. ¶
Walter Patrick, walking-boss of the US Leather Company has been appointed to do similar work for the
RLLC. He will be kept very busy to look after both departments, but he is a good man, with several years
experience to back him, and can do it right. ¶ A gang of bark peelers are "skinning" all hemlock logs on the
landing of the RLLC as fast as the train hauls them in. Anton Klister, the company's section boss, is building a
spur to the north side of the coal bin so that the coal cars will not stand on the main line while unloading."
6/1/1906

People

6/1/1906

Politics

6/1/1906

Tannery

6/8/1906

Schools

"William Pringle, left for Johnson's Creek Thursday night to accept a position with the George C. Mansfield
Company.
"Eli Urquhart was again elected chairman of the Taylor County Board without opposition. The Board was in
session just three days. Supervisor George Kelnhofer was appointed on the finance committee and Chairman
William Braatz on the tax certificates and illegal taxes committee. $500 was appropriated for the use of the
advancement association to stimulate immigration to this county. The Board voted aid to bridges in Monitor,
Roosevelt, Holway, Little Black, Medford, Browning, Greenwood and Rib Lake. $205 was appropriated to
pay the debt of the Taylor County Agricultural Society."
WANTED, MEN TO PEEL BARK. "Wages $2.50 per cord. Board 50 cents per day. Take the Wisconsin
Central to Glidden. Good camps, good cooks and good timber. Signed the Nash Lumber Company, John R.
Grahm, Woods Foreman"
COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES. "Next Thursday evening, June 14, the commencement exercises of our
public schools will be held at the opera house, beginning at 8 o'clock, to which everybody is invited. The
following program will be rendered: ¶ Program: Piano solo, Miss Amanda Natwick. Invocation: Rev. W.F.
Grandy. "The true grandeur of our nation", Bernice Smith. Vocal Solo: Edith Pringle. "The Dignity of
Labor": Marian Begley. "The Value of an Ideal": Barbara Bailey. Girls' Trio, "The Morning Ramble": Edith
Pringle, Clella Begley, Barbara Bailey. Address: Mr. C.W. Hewitt. Song, "Good Night": High School
Chorus. Presentations of Diplomas: Mr. George E. Hazen. Benediction: Rev. P.A. Sherman. ¶ ORDER OF
EXERCISES. ¶ June 8, Friday, 7:30 p.m. Reception by faculty to seniors and guests. ¶ June 10, Sunday, 8:00
p.m. baccalaureate sermon, Methodist Church. ¶ June 14, Thursday, 8:00 p.m. commencement exercises
Grand Opera House. ¶ June 15, Friday, 10:00 a.m. organization of alumni association. ¶ June 16, Saturday, 7:
30 p.m. Juniors Reception to the Seniors, High School Assembly Room.

The publisher had a way with words. He was always looking
out for subscribers and appropriately urged them to pay for
this paper.

This is a graphic illustration of the economies that came with
one company running both the tannery and the sawmill. Their
woods operations could be combined under the supervision of
a single person, Walter Patrick. ¶ See CDs of Rib Lake
History documents and photographs for photos of the
biography of George N. Harder.

6/8/1906 (cont)

Schools (cont)
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J.J. Kennedy &
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John Mathe
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RLLC
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6/8/1906

Spirit Lake

6/15/1906

Germania

6/15/1906

J.J. Kennedy &
family
Library

6/15/1906

6/22/1906

Spirit Lake &
overview

¶ Class roll: Marian Begley, President; Bernice Smith, Vice President; Barbara Bailey, Secretary and
Treasurer; Class Colors, green and white: Class Flower, white carnation; Class Motto, Forward; Class Yell, Re
Rah! Re Rah Rix! We are the class of 1906."
"Principal Gunderson, J.J. Kennedy and A. Bonneville attended the ball game between Rib Lake-Medford
Here is news that confirms that John J. Kennedy is still living
High School at Medford last Saturday. They say it was a good game of baseball as it is played by the national in Rib Lake as of June, 1906.
league. ¶ Miss Jennette Kennedy, who has been teaching at one of the Tennessee eductional institutions,
arrived here last Friday morning to spend her vacation at home." (emphasis added)
"John Mathe has moved his planing mill further north of his sawmill and uses Henry Stelling's steam engine to
drive it, and later intends to put in a re-saw. A well was drilled west of the planing mill to furnish water for
the boiler. Mr. Mathe is doing some pretty good work with his crew this season and his mill is in good shape."
"Under its new management, the RLLC has begun to clean up things. The old dry kilns are being razed by the The new management being referred to is that of the US
planing mill crew and several other old buildings will be torn down to be rebuilt in locations more accessible. Leather Company and/or its holding company, the Central
All the manure has been hauled away from the stable and the old barn which stood opposite the stable has
Leather Company.
been sold and is being moved away. Extensive repairs on the sawmill will be made in the future with a view
to double its capacity. Employees will be paid off every two weeks. Two locomotives - a mogul and a geared
engine - will be added to the equipment. Who says this does not mean greater prosperity for this village?"
"William and Burt Kennedy were in Chelsea, Tuesday."
"The books and accounts of the old RLLC have been placed in the hands of E.C. Getchel, Cashier of the First
National Bank, who will close their business for them, as their Board of Directors will instruct him from time
to time."
"Spirit Lake has a dray now, Henry Wagner is its owner. ¶ The mill company has begun building their dam on
the north side of their mill. ¶ John Larsen is having an addition built to his hotel. It will be 18 x 30, one story
high, for kitchen and bedroom use."
THE NORTH WISCONSIN SAENGERFEST. "The 11th annual Saengerfest of North Wisconsin will take
place at Medford June 22, 23, 24, 1906. The city is prepared to entertain 3,000-4,000 visitors. The officers of
the Bund are as follows: L.A. Maier, President; F.M. Perkins, Vice President; Theordore O. Karstens,
Secretary; Julius Maurer, Treasurer; John Gamper, Conductor; John Gehre, Assistant Conductor. June 11
afternoon recepting to visiting singers, evening banquet. ¶ June 23 general rehearsal, afternoon concert,
evening concert. ¶ June 24, forenoon meeting of the Bund, noon grand street parade to picnic grounds,
afternoon grand picnic at Valhalla Park, evening grand ball. ¶ The reception, banquet, concerts and ball will
take place at the Germania Hall, which has been entirely rebuilt on account of the coming. Fest being now one
of the largest halls in the state. About 400 male voices and 100 female voices will take part in the two
concerts and there will also be two children's choruses with over 100 voices."
"The faculty of the high school entertained the seniors and guests on J.J. Kennedy's lawn last Friday evening." J.J. Kennedy is still in Rib Lake.
"Appearance before Village Board: As a state librarian and a committee of the library club was present, the
regular order of business was suspended to hear the request of the ladies. ¶ They stated that the Library
Association was unable to maintain the library without the support of the Village, and therefore, offered the
library building and books to the Village, providing they will maintain same, otherwise the Village will make
an appropriation to the associations. ¶ A motion was made by Banks, seconded by Terch, to appropriate $50
to the library, with the provision that the Library Association shall give the library building and books to the
Village, if the Village Board decides to take the same. Carried."
WENT A FISHING (Editor L.H. Cook in the Marathon County Register). "As stated last week, we will give a
brief account of our fishing trip to Spirit Lake. We left Unity at 11:10 a.m. Saturday over the Wisconsin
Central. We used this road for the principle reasons that it is the only road that leaves Unity. We arrived in
Rib Lake about 1 o'clock and about the first acquaintance we met was Editor Voemastek of the Rib Lake
Herald who, as soon as he saw our fishing tackle and learned our mission, took us out in a secluded place near
the depot and excitedly informed us that Mrs. Voemastek was visiting in Unity, and that although he had
faithfully promised her that he would occupy the family pew at church the following day, he would break faith
for once and, provided he could get C.D. Jewell to conduct his Sunday school class, he would be ready at the
first blast of the trumpet to accompany us to Spirit Lake. ¶ We spent Saturday afternoon seeing the town,
which boasts a population of 1,200, is incorporated as a village, has one of the finest high school buildings in
this section of the state, erected last year at a cost of $10,000. They have an excellent electric light plant,
owned by the village,

6/22/1906 (cont)

good system of water works, good streets and sidewalks. There are two sawmills and a tannery in the village,
furnishing labor for about 400 men. The adjacent country is fast settling up and with all the village has a
bright future. ¶ At 3 o'clock Sunday morning the party in charge of James Downs took advantage of the
generous invitation of Conductor Edwary DuChaine and boarded the tender of the Rib Lake and N.E. engine
and started for Spirit Lake. We must remark in passing that A.Kutts enjoys the distinction of being the only
man in Northern Wisconsin for whom a train, the crew and the passengers waited a half an hour while he
dressed and gathered together his fishing tackle, etc. He attributed his slowness to the fact that his wife has
sent him up a new nightshirt and on account of its stupendous proportions and the fact that it was a new
proposition for him, in trying to disrobe he had become so tangled up in the hundred yards of cloth in its
makeup, but for the timely assistance of the hotel porter he would have crossed the dark waters with no
thougths of fishing. ¶ An open air ride of 6 miles through the cedar, spruce and hemlock woods at a speed of
15 miles an hour would bring a corpse
6/22/1906 (cont)
Spirit Lake &
back to life. After leaving the train, a 2 mile walk through the woods brought us to the beautiful banks of
overview (cont) Spirit Lake (continued next week)
6/22/1906
Environment & CONGRESSMAN BROWN AGAINST IT. TRIES TO HOLD UP THE FOREST RESERVE OF
Politics
WISCONSIN, BUT JUDGE COMSTOCK FORCED THE OPPOSITION TO YIELD "Washington D.C.
June 19 - Wisconsin was made to feel the power of the speaker today. Congressman Jenkins attempted to call
up the bill granting the state 20,000 acres of land for its forest reserve. The bill passed the senate a week ago.
The house committee and public lands unanimously reported in favor of the bills; still the speaker would not
permit its passage. ¶ Congressman Jenkins asked for recognition to call up the bill. The speaker refused. He
said it was a matter which concerned Congressman Brown. Congressman Brown is at home attending to his
lumber business. That he would stand in the way of the enactment of this bill seem inconceivable to the other
members of the Wisconsin delegation. None of the others has interposed publicly any objection. ¶ The only
motive ascribed to this action is that taking of this land out of the market might interfere with the plans of
some of the lumber companies. At Congressman Brown's room it was stated that the congressman had left no
6/22/1906 (cont) Environment & memorandum about the bill and surprise was expressed that it should be held up on his account. Judge
Politics (cont)
Comstock, who is pushing the bill for the state, is determined to learn the real reason for the opposition. ¶
Other members of the Wisconsin delegation are to be thoroughly canvassed upon the bill. If the state fails to
get this addition to its forest reserve, which has been recommended by the interior department, the
responsibility for the failure will be fixed and the people of the state will be informed of the fact. With such a
valuable addition to the forest reserve within the reach of the state, the members will have a hard time to
explain to their constituents."
6/22/1906
J.J. Kennedy & Mrs. Natt McDougall arrived here Tuesday from Minnesota to visit her parents, Mr. and Mrs. J.J. Kennedy,
family
and her brothers and sister. She is on her way to Milwaukee."
6/22/1906
J.J. Kennedy & "H.[Hugh?] J. Kennedy was appointed street commissioner at a meeting of the Village Board Tuesday
family
evening."
6/22/1906
Fawn Valley
"The Fawn Valley Cheese Factory now receives 2,500 pounds of milk daily from its patrons. The cheese is of
a very good quality and brings the highest market price. William Braatz, treasurer of the factory, delivers the
largest amount of the milk."
6/22/1906
Railroads - RLLC "The new locomotive of the RLLC is in charge of Engineer James B. Ayleworth. The total weight of the
machine is 28 tons and it was built specially for heavy grades and sharp curves. Another good feature about it
is the three cylinders which crank sets 120 degrees apart, which gives the driving shaft a uniform motion. The
trials proved very satisfactory and the engine can make 20 miles an hour if necessary."
6/22/1906

6/29/1906

Spirit Lake &
overview (cont)

Businesses & Rib "The first concrete sidewalk in Rib Lake will be that now being built opposite the Fair Store, owned by P.E.
Lake Village
Marcus. From observations made during the past 5 years, from the time when the possibilities of concrete
begun to be recognized, it has been demonstrated that concrete sidewalks are the best and the cheapest in the
long run. Not only in building sidewalks has concrete shown its superiority, but in the construction of
fireproof and earthquake proof buildings as well."

J.J. Kennedy &
family

"J.J. Kennedy has gone to Coeur d'Alene, Idaho on an extended visit. This isn't his first trip out there, so we
will venture to say he will know where to go and when to go to enjoy himself."

See article on this bill in earlier edition of The Rib Lake
Herald. It provided for the US government to transfer to the
state certain lands for addition to the Wisconsin State Forest
Reserve.

RPR believes that this is a reference to Hugh J. Kennedy, J.J.
Kennedy's brother.

The was probably a specialized locomotive.

My father was Herman Arthur Rusch. He told me as a boy he
took his wagon to the new sidewalk in front of Marcus' store.
Mr. Marcus eventually came out and complained that Herman
Rusch's riding back and forth on the sidewalk was scaring
away his customers. ¶ Marcus' store stood on the SE corner of
Landall & McComb.

7/6/1906

7/6/1906

7/6/1906 (cont)
7/6/1906

7/13/1906
7/13/1906

7/20/1906
7/20/1906

7/20/1906

7/20/1906

7/20/1906
7/27/1906

RLLC

"A change has been made in the office force of the RLLC whereby Earl Doyle became assistant bookkeeper
and Otto Steffick, of Mellen, took the position of timekeeper, a position lately held by Mr. Doyle. Mr. Steffick
held the position of timekeeper in the tannery at Mellen and comes well recommended. ¶ Mr. Harder will
leave for his home in Williamsport, Pennsylvania, next Tuesday. He will follow the railroad to Duluth and
from there take a steamer to cross the lakes. A trip like this is out of the question for most of us and he
certainly will enjoy it. Mr. Harder is an expert accountant and started an elaborate system of accounting in the
office of the RLLC. During his short stay in our midst he has made many friends who will be glad to meet
him again on some future occasion."
RLLC
DEAL AT MARSHFIELD. "A Marshfield correspondent writing in the Minneapolis Journal covers a
business transaction in that city, that is claimed to be very significant. The correspondent says: "The recent
purchase by what is supposed to be the United States Leather Company of the Marshfield Land and Lumber
Company's sawmill at this place and a large tract of timberland near Medford for a sum exceeding $500,000, is
causing no little speculation here as to what use the company will put the plant to when it assumes control, one
year hence. ¶ Some are of the opinion that a large tannery will be built on grounds near the site of the mill,
while others believe the Wisconsin Central Railway Company is behind the deal and will use the 15 acres
adjoining the mill for trackage and other purposes if it decides to change its division point from Abbotsford to
this station, as has long been talked. ¶ The latter view has been given more stimulus the past few days by
reason of the fact that the Central Company has submitted an offer to the city to build one of the finest stations
on its line between Chicago and Minneapolis, with the provision that the city grant certain terms, chief among
them is the
RLLC (cont)
vacating of a certain portion of Maple Street."
Rib Lake Herald DISSOLUTION OF PARTNERSHIP. "Notice is hereby given that the partnership heretofore subsisting
between the undersigned, under the firm name and seal of J.J. Voemastek and Company of Rib Lake, has been
dissolved by mutual consent. J.J. Voemastek having purchased the interest of J.H. Waggoner in said firm and
in the newspaper and printing business heretofore carried on by said firm. Mr. Voemastek will continue said
business at the same location. All debts due to the late firm are to be paid to him. Dated July 6, 1906. Signed
J.J. Voemastek and J.H. Waggoner."
RLLC
"Herb Allen has accepted the position of traveling lumber salesman for the RLLC."
RLLC
"The Walker Lumber Company has a lot of basswood siding and ceiling, hardwood flooring, hemlock shiplap,
drop siding, ceiling, sheathing boards and patent lath which they will sell at very low prices. Anyone
contemplating doing any building or repairing can save money by buying their lumber immediately. For
prices inquire of H.C. Miller, at the RLLC's office."
RLLC
"The RLLC is having all their houses which they rent to their employees put in good shape. Some are being
shingled in addition to the repairs made on the inside."
Tannery
"Cast iron pipes for the tannery's extension to the Village water works have arrived and the same will be put in
the ground as soon as possible. When this has been done, the tannery will be so effectually protected against
loss by fire that a total loss will be out of the question."
Railroads "On Sunday, August 5, an excursion will be run to Athens on account of the dedication of the new Catholic
Wisconsin Central Church at that place. The train will leave Rib Lake at 7:15 a.m. and returning will leave Athens at 8:00 p.m.
Round trip tickets from Rib Lake $1.10, from Chelsea $.90. The new church cost $23,000. A large attendance
is predicted."
John Mathe
"The work of rebuilding John Mathe's sawmill is done with and yesterday the boilers were steamed up and the
machinery given a trial. In the new mill the filing room is on the second floor. The object in rebuilding the
mill was to replace the rotary saw with a 6 foot band [saw] to save and make better lumber. Mr. Mathe now
has one of the best mills in the county."
Church - Christ
J.J. Kennedy & "Harold Kennedy, the youngest son of Mr. and Mrs. H.J. Kennedy, was overcome by heat last Friday
family
afternoon but has almost fully recovered. ¶ P.A. Ferguson of Alexandria, Glen Garry County, Cananda, is
visiting his sister, Mrs. H.J. Kennedy. Mrs. William Kennedy, of Abbotsford, is also his sister. He has been in
Rib Lake twice before and says he sees a wonderful change is taking place here. Mr. Ferguson has been
deputy postmaster many years but on account of his health, he resigned a short time ago."

This deal had important and profitable ramifications in Rib
Lake. With the US Leather Company owning both the tannery
and mill in Rib Lake, and a large tract of land east of Medford
- actually east of Goodrich - the stage was set for important
movement of wood. The US Leather Company opened Camp
1 in that area and sent logs to Rib Lake for manufacture at the
RLLC; the train crossed the Rib River, passed southward
through Athens to Abbotsford, then north to Chelsea and then
east to Rib Lake.

The Church of Christ was dedicated.
Harold A. Kennedy died in 1961 and is buried in Lakeview
Cemetery in Rib Lake.

7/27/1906

7/27/1906

7/27/1906

7/27/1906

8/3/1906

Tannery

BIG PRENTICE TANNERY BURNS. "The Prentice plant of the US Leather Company was nearly destroyed
by fire Saturday night, causing a loss which will exceed $300,000. The plant had just been rebuilt, following a
fire on Feb. 26, 1906. The tannery had been in operation since Wednesday. ¶ The fire started in the beam
house and spread rapidly. It is thought it originated in the beam house. It communicated to the dry house,
burning it to the ground with thousands of hides. Phillips and Medford were telegraphed to send their fire
departments. Medford was unable to secure train accommodations and was compelled to remain at home. The
scrub house quickly burned, but most of the larger buildings were saved. The green hide house, which was
burned in February, 1906, causing a loss of $100,000 alone, had just been completed. ¶ The US Leather
Company carries its own insurance. The tannery will probably be rebuilt."
Tannery & RLLC "A bunch of important visitors spent several days in Rib Lake this week: they were: Warren Horton, General
Superintendent of the Wisconsin Tanneries of the US Leather Company; Eugene Horton, General
Superintendent of the Land Department of the US Leather Company; J.B. Hall, General Superintendent of the
Rib Lake, Wausau, Medford and Stanley Tanneries; F.M. Shaw, General Manager and Treasurer of the RLLC
and H.L. Drake, Superintendent of the Mellen tannery."
Railroads Wisconsin Central
Spirit Lake

Tannery & RLLC "Rib Lake is on the eve of the greatest prosperity it has ever known. Two jobs await every man. The US
Leather Company and the RLLC are investing a pile of money and improvements, which means they want to
do business here long enough to get this money back and more, too."

8/3/1906

RLLC

8/3/1906

Tannery

8/3/1906

"Mill company has nearly finished its dam at the mill and will soon begin logging."

The comment that the US Leather Company carries its own
insurance means that there was no insurance.

Fayette M. Shaw had become the general manager and
treasurer of the RLLC after its 1906 acquisition by the
tannery/leather company. Fayette Shaw was the founder of the
tannery in Rib Lake in 1892.
Advertisement that the Wisconsin Central Railway will run an
excursion train to Minneapolis; round trip fare from Chelsea
$2.50 scheduled for Sunday, July 29, 1906.
The firm of Waters and Zerbel has built a small sawmill just
south of Little Spirit Lake. I believe this dam is on the small
stream flowing from the present John Heiser farm northward
into the southeast corner of Little Spirit Lake; I see no
evidence of the dam in 2008.
THE ECONOMIC VIGOR OF THE RLLC WAS GREATLY
STIMULATED BY THE ABILITY OF ITS CORPORATE
PARENT (US LEATHER CO) TO INVEST GREAT SUMS
OF MONEY IN RIB LAKE OPERATIONS.

"Joseph Mauch, Superintendent of the RLLC's sawmill, went to Ashland on Wednesday to look at some
The slasher turned waste wood into wood chips.
machinery for the mill. One of the machines to be installed is a "slasher"."
WILL BE AN EXTRACT PLANT. "Teams are busy hauling lumber to the tannery to be used in building an
extract plant, and some of the machinery to be used has arrived. The building will be 40 feet square and 2
stories high. It will stand between the coolers and the boiler room. This plant will extract all useful ingredients
from old liquor. The ingredients thus extracted will be used again in the process of the manufacture of leather
and will represent a large sum of money every year. At the present time all old liquor is dumped into the
[tannery] creek. The plant will represent an investment of several thousand dollars."

Railroads - RLLC A SPUR TO WOOD LAKE AND THE NEW WOOD COUNTRY. "Fred Schultz of Veefkind, Wisconsin,
who is a civil engineer, often employed by the Wisconsin Central Railroad, is here for the purpose of making a
preliminary survey for a spur to be built to Wood Lake and the New Wood Country. He is employed to do this
work for the RLLC and Frank Marco is assisting him. ¶ The tract to Wood Lake is to be completed next fall
and will be pushed to the New Wood country later. The company has large quantities of timber in that
direction and it is very probable that most if not all of the timber that would have gone elsewhere will be
hauled to Rib Lake. As the New Wood and Wood Lake region has a reputation of being a veritable sportman's
paradise, the opening of the country is hailed by the local sportsman."

This line was indeed built. A spur actually touched the SE
corner of Wood Lake where a log loading works operated. On
Feb. 15, 2008, a good friend, Mark Berglund, stopped at my
office and read this entry. He informed me that he knew the
great-grandson of Fred Schultz, namely Scott Schultz of Eau
Claire. We called Scott, who informed us that the reference
should be to Edward. Edward Schultz did substantial survey
work for the Soo Line Railroad and in fact lived in Veefkind.
The spur to Wood Lake provided access to Camp 4, 5, etc. ¶
IT IS MY BELIEF THAT WITH THE PURCHASE OF THE
RLLC BY THE U.S. LEATHER COMPANY IN 1906,
THESE COMPANIES RESTARTED NUMBERING
CAMPS, 1,2, ETC. In other words, the RLLC camps 1-28
that I have mapped and written about at length, begin in 1906.
The confusion comes in because the RLLC - prior to its
acquisition by Central Leather Company - had a whole slew of
camps using many of the same numbers.

8/3/1906

The correct spelling of his name is Sydow.

8/17/1906

Church - Lutheran "The Reverend Frank Sedow, the Lutheran minister who has been called to Rib Lake by the German Lutheran
Congregation, will arrive from Columbus, Wisconsin tomorrow."
RLLC
"The RLLC has traded its steam skidder for a steam loader and the former will be shipped to the Clyde Iron
Works in Duluth." (emphasis added)
J.J. Kennedy & "Spirit Lake. ¶ William Kennedy of Abbotsford put in two days outing here last week. He enjoyed it first
family
rate."
Rusch
"Mrs. Herman Rusch and her children went to Fairchild and Augusta on a visit today."

8/17/1906

Tax Delinquency

22 quarter-quarter sections are tax delinquent in Town 33,
Range 2 East. They include 3 in section 13 where RPR makes
his home in 2007, namely the NE-SW, NE-SE, NW-SE. The
lands had been cut off and were now considered worthless.

8/24/1906

Tannery & RLLC The paper announced a lawsuit filed in Wood County by F.H. Johnson of Rhinelander naming as defendants
the Marshfield Land & Lumber Company and the Upham Manufacturing Company of Marshfield. ¶ The
defendant companies "both of them controlled and practically owned by ex-governor W.H. Upham, recently
sold to the Copper River Land Company all their holdings in Lincoln and Taylor Counties and their sawmill at
Marshfield. The Copper River Land Company is simply a holding company for the US Leather Company."
Consideration on the various companies was $600,000. ¶ The suit contends that the plaintiff had an option on
the real estate for $500,000. "The suit is to compel the specific performance of the contract under the option.
The complaint alleges the lands are reasonably worth 1 million dollars and the plaintiff asked either that they
be sold to him at his option price of $500,000, or that the defendants be forced to pay $500,000, the difference
between his option price and the alleged value of the properties." Marshfield News (emphasis added)
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Hintz (cont)

"Department of Interior, Land Office at Wausau, Wisconsin, August 17, 1906. ¶ Notice is hereby given that
Andrew Coendet of Westboro, Wisconsin, has filed notice of his intention to make final proof in support of his
claim, homestead entry #10414, made July 19, 1901, for the W 1/2-SW 1/4, Section 14, Township 33 North,
Range 2 West, and that said proof will be made before the clerk of circuit court at Medford, Wisconsin, on
September 24, 1906. ¶ He names the following witnesses to prove his continuous residence upon and
cultivation of the land, Charles Stanber, Charles Frank, J.F. Kibby, and Ira E. Parks, all of Westboro. Signed
John W. Miller, Registrar"
"F.J. Hintz, the Rib Lake candidate for sheriff of Taylor County, was born in Milwaukee on the 14th of
February 1873, of German parents. His parents moved to Oconto County several years thereafter and there
Frank received his early education in the common schools, and speaks German as fluently as English. He
engaged in business in said county and in 1896 was married. In the spring of 1898 he moved with his family
to Rib Lake to try his fortune in lumbering. He built a sawmill and opened a general store, in addition to
paying a heavy share of the community's taxes, paid out large sums annually for labor and timber. His
industry was an important addition to Rib Lake's prosperity. At the present time he is engaged in real estate
and farming and believes Taylor County will eventually become one of the foremost in Wisconsin. ¶ Mr.
Hintz was twice elected treasurer of the Township of Rib Lake before the Village was incorporated, and, at the
present time, is serving his second term as president of the Village. He also served one term as supervisor of
the Village. In politics he always was a republican and always was ready to pull off his coat and work for the
good of the
party. Today he is one of the substantial, respected citizens of Rib Lake. He has never before asked the
people of this county for any county office, therefore he hopes they will see fit, at this time, to give him the
nomination for the office of sheriff."

The steam skidder had a short and unsuccessful career with
the RLLC.

This would be Ida Hedwig Rusch, nee Lange, the spouse of
Herrmann Emanuel Rusch. The children would have included
my father, Herman Arthur Rusch. Ida was from the Lange
family that had many relatives in Fairchild and Augusta.

This parcel of land lies 1 1/2 miles directly west of RPR's
home. In 2007, this homestead parcel is covered by thick
forest. It is hard to believe that it was ever cultivated. It is
certainly possible that the land had been cut over and
rudimentary cultivation took place.
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Politics &
Germania

"I am glad to note that the candidacy of George F. Braun of Rib Lake for the office of county clerk is winning
able support. I felt from the start he would receive support in every quarter of the county. Mr. Braun had been
in Rib Lake the past 6 years, and in company with his father and others, is interested in real estate. He is in the
prime of life, and is fully equipped, by nature and improvements of his mind by constant study of the problems
that come up in the real estate business, to thoroughly qualify him for the office of county clerk. He has had
some experience in public life, having served 3 years as clerk of the Village of Rib Lake, and one year as
trustee. Prior to coming to Rib Lake, he worked 3 years in a railroad office. Born of German parentage, Mr.
Braun reads, writes and speaks the German language as fluently as he does English. He is a taxpayer in the
Village and Town of Rib Lake and in the Towns of Greenwood and Westboro. He is a clean, capable man,
who will do his best to satisfy the taxpayers. Mr. Braun deserves the vote of every true Republican.
Therefore, remember him when you vote next Tuesday. Signed An Old Citizen".
Railroads - RLLC "Number 3 locomotive of the RLLC ran into an open switch in the yard Saturday night."
Politics &
"Benjamin Hoey is a candidate on the Democratic ticket for District Attorney. Ben is a fine fellow and his
Germania
Republican friends in Rib Lake wish he was on their side so they could help him get the nomination."

J.J. Kennedy &
family
Rib Lake Village &
Overview 9/7/1906
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J.J. Kennedy &
family
Camps - RLLC

9/21/1906

Spirit Lake

It is interesting to note that both this writer and the old citizen
endorsing the candidacy of F.J. Hintz for sheriff both noted
the German backgrounds of their candidates. Obviously, that
was important to Rib Lake, which already experienced a
heavy German presence.

Ben Hoey listed his address as Rib Lake on the ballot. His
Republican opponent was Herman Leicht, who listed Medford
as his residence. Herman Leicht, ran ads for business in the
Rib Lake Herald offering consultations in English or German.
He was of German ancestry and was sometimes referred to as
Der Deutscher Advokat - the German attorney. He won this
election.

"Miss Jannette Kennedy will return to Memphis, Tennessee the first of the week to resume her duties as one of This is a daughter of J.J. Kennedy.
the faculty in the high school there."
WHAT HAS RIB LAKE GOT? "The best hotel on the Wisconsin Central line between Milwaukee and
Ashland, as good a bank, banker and bank building, as there is in Northern Wisconsin. One of the largest and
best operated tanneries in the state. The largest exclusively hemlock sawmill in the northwest, employs more
labor than any town within 100 miles, and has as bright a future as any town in Northern Wisconsin. The
surrounding county cannot be excelled for agricultural or stock raising purposes, the numerous nearby lakes,
makes it an ideal spot for summer resorters. There is nothing the matter with Rib Lake."
"Last Monday news was received by relatives in Rib Lake of the death of Mrs. John Kennedy, more generally Here is confirmation that there were 4 Kennedy brothers
known as "Grandma Kennedy" at the ripe age of 98 years. She was the mother of Messrs. John J., Hugh,
associated with Rib Lake History, J.J., Hugh J., Angus and
Angus and Will Kennedy, and is known to many people here through her visits to them. She resided with her William J.
daughter, Mrs. Alexander McLennan, near Apple Hill, Ontario, where she lived out her long terms of years,
and will be greatly missed, but long remembered for her vital interest in life affairs, her quick sympathy, her
fine sense of humor and her strong character."
"J.J. Kennedy, who has been in the west for several weeks, returned home [Rib Lake] on Monday."
"The RLLC started a camp last Tuesday in [section] 19, Town of Greenwood."

"The sawmill company's grist mill is running every Friday. Farmers, bring your grain. The mill company is
erecting a fine blacksmith shop, which was much needed. Harry Bush can give his patrons good service. The
sawmill starts up Monday."

There are two section 19s in the Town of Greenwood,
depending on whether you were referring to Range 2 East or 3
East. I believe the reference is to 3 East. A well-used ice road
ran southeasterly from the Village through the SW 1/2-SW
1/4, Section 7, 32 North, Range 3 East. I believe that ice road
extended southward and could easily have been made to
extend into section 19. ¶ I DO NOT BELIEVE THAT THIS
CAMP WAS WITHIN THE 28 NUMBERED CAMPS OF
THE RLLC - EVEN THOUGH IT WAS STARTED AFTER
THE 1906 ACQUISITION OF THE RLLC BY U.S.
LEATHER COMPANY.
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"The sawmill of the RLLC was started up last Monday, the repairs and changes having been completed. Many
important changes were made. The tramway from the mill to the yard was widened and one more track, or
bypass, built on the same. A slasher was put in on the north side of the mill where the lath mill stood, and the
lath mill will be located in the addition built into the north side of the sawmill. The hog was moved from the
center of the mill to the north side. A slab chute was built on the north side, and as the slabs go on the
conveyor from the slasher to the chute, the best slabs are picked from the conveyor to be manufactured into
lath. In the filing room a new modern filing machine was installed. The addition of the slasher means that 5
more saws must be kept in order, and it was the choice between an extra man or a modern filing machine,
which made the company to furnish the latter. On the whole it is believed more work will be accomplished
with less labor since the changes were made."
NEW LOADER ARRIVES. "Another steam log loader for the RLLC arrived last week from the foundry at
Duluth. This machine was obtained in exchange for the steam skidder, which was a big failure. With two
steam loaders at its disposal, the company will be able to load cars at two places at the same time, which will
be a great advantage."

"Kennedy and Miller are building an additional to their wagon and blacksmith shop. In the short time they
have been in business, they have outgrown their quarters."

Unfortunately, there is no discussion of the way in which the
steam skidder was a failure. The Rib Lake Herald carried a
short news release just after the steam skidder was acquired
indicating that one of the workers affiliated with the skidder
had broken his leg while moving the tongs. I believe a set of
tongs were attached to a long cable. The worker would attach
the tongs to the log and the skidder was to pull the log to the
machine. The problem was the terrain and the stumps. The
log could easily be pulled against an immovable object, such
as a big stump.

I believe this is a reference to Allen Kennedy; as of Feb. 20,
2008, I have no evidence that he was a relative of J.J.
Kennedy.
Here is a sign of a moderate size modern mill. An electrical
switch board.

"New switch boards have been installed in the sawmill and the planing mill of the RLLC. The switch boards
are identical in size and arrangement of the apparatus. Each panel consists of a marble slab, which is
supported by angle irons about 2 feet from the floor. On each panel is a volt meter, an ammeter, a circuit
breaker, a voltage regulator, a ground detector, and the necessary switches and fuses. The switch boards were
manufactured by Langstadt and Meyer of Appleton."
"A.H. Blaisdell, purchasing agent of the Wisconsin Central Railway, was here [Rib Lake] to bargain for cedar This is prior to the arrival of phone service in Rib Lake; the
poles to be used in the construction of the Chelsea-Rib Lake telegraph line."
railroad was dependent upon telegraph for communication.

Businesses &
Railroads Wisconsin Central
Physicians
"Two cases of typhoid fever reported - Ed Kenney and Herman Talbot, but they are not severe. Dr. L.L.
Taylor, the health officer, has arranged to send samples of water from the wells under suspicion to the state
board of health at Madison for examination. Until the board makes its report and the infected well is located,
we advise everyone in the neighborhood of these cases to boil the water before using it. It is healthier and
cheaper to boil water."
Camp 1, Camp 2, "The RLLC now has 4 camps running. Tony Klister is the foreman of #1, Mark O'Malley of #2, Angus
Camp 3 & Camp 4 McDonald of #3, and John S. Kennedy and James McDonald of #4. Each camp has about 60 men. Some
wood work will be done in these camps next winter if the weather is at all favorable."

RPR believes this begins the renumbering of the camps
following the purchase of the RLLC by Central Leather/US
Leather Co. Camp 1 was located in Lincoln County east of
the Rib River. It has a railroad connection through Athens to
Abbotsford on the Abbotsford & Northeastern. Pleaes note
that my earlier reading of the Herald revealed a variety of
camps operated previously by the RLLC. It was not at all
unusual for more than one camp to be operated during a winter
by the RLLC. The only way camp 1 could be operated on
Nov. 2, 1906, is by starting the numbering over again. In
other words, this Camp #1 should not be confused by former
RLLC Camp #1.
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John Mathe

"Everybody cannot help but notice the improvement the RLLC made when it fixed the old "shells" in Kennedy
town and made them fit for habitation. Some of those old houses have stood empty for years, but now, with
new roofs, doors and windows, plaster and siding, and chimneys, they make comfortable dwellings. More
improvements will be made on them next season."

Kennedy Town was that portion of Rib Lake south of Railroad
Street. It provided the residential area for the laborers
working in the Kennedy sawmill. North of Fayette Ave was
Shaw Town. Its homes were constructed originally to provide
housing for the workers at Fayette Shaw's tannery.

"William Braatz is logging his own timber and intends to log 1 million board feet. This is probably the largest William Braatz was a dairy farmer and the chairman of the
cut which farmers in this vicinity will make this season."
Town of Rib Lake. He probably used his big family and hired
others to do independent logging.
"The case of Butterfield v. Rib Lake Lumber Company went to the jury last Friday afternoon. Four questions
were prepared by the court. The first three the jury answered favorably to the defendants, but the fourth was
answered in favor of the complainants. Several of the jurors announced that an error had been made, and that
they misunderstood the 4th question, which answered in the affirmative, was to the effect that the company
had ratified the purchase of the three car loads of horses by J.J. Kennedy. By stipulation of both sides, a
motion for a new trial will be argued at some later date, not yet announced."
WOODMAN IS SHOT - BUCK SHOT INTENDED FOR GAME LODGES IN ED HANSON'S ABDOMEN.
"Ed Hanson, a young Scandanavian who came here two weeks ago from St. Paul and was employed by the
RLLC as a swamper in Angus McDonald's camp, was shot in the abdomen by an unknown person yesterday
morning. Ed Hanson, Percy Butterfield and two other men were doing their usual work when a shot rang out
at a distance in the brush and two buck shots of the charge entered Hanson's abdomen below the stomach. He
was brought to Dr. Taylor's office as soon as possible where Dr. Taylor and Dr. Wichman gave him relief but
were unable to locate the shot. He was taken to Ashland on the afternoon train and Otto Steffick went with
him. His chance to live hangs in the balance. He has a sister, Mrs. Gust Walters, living in St. Paul, 181
Wyoming St. ¶ Although the person who fired that shot ought to be punished, nothing has been done to
apprehend him. ¶ Latest, Hanson died this Friday morning."

Angus McDonald's camp was Camp 3. The Nov. 13, 1906
session of the Taylor Co. Board included correspondence from
Herman Leicht, District Attorney, asking for an authorization
to fund an investigation into the shooting. "I refer to the
shooting of a woodsman at Rib Lake, which may and may not
have been accidental. From the situation as I have learned it,
there is reasonable doubt as to whether the shooting was
accidental or not, especially so as the party who did the
shooting at once escaped and he has not yet been definitely
located, though there are suspicions pointing to a certain
person. It is in the interest of the public in general that life be
protected and safeguarded, and that any affair that points to
crime be investigated. It is the duty of your honorable body
fully as much as it is the duty of the District Attorney to take
such action as may deem proper in this matter. If this matter
is in your opinion a proper one for investigation, I respectfully
ask you to pass some resolution to that effect and authorize me
to employ such reasonable measures as shall most probably
result in clearing, if possible,

this matter, and any similar situations that may arise until the
legislature has acted on the matter. ¶ I respectfully ask that
this matter be taken up without delay as time lost now is very
material, in case anything is to be done. Dated Nov. 12, 1906,
signed Herman Leicht." ¶ We your finance committee
recommend that the foregoing petition be tabled to await the
decision of the legislature. Signed George J. Kelnhofer, W.D.
Hoare and Phillip Schupp, finance committee. ¶ Report of
finance committee on recommendation of Herman Leicht read
and adopted." ¶ [The reference to the legislature was the fact
that the legislature was considering a bill to pay for the
investigation of crimes. RPR wonders why the sheriff did not
investigate on his own initiative.]

"John Mathe is making extensive additions to his planing mill. He cut 3 1/2 million feet last season, which is
the largest cut in the mill's history."
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"Company 1 of the Rib Lake Volunteer Fire Department will give their 4th annual ball Thanksgiving evening,
November 29, at the opera house. They will issue 200 invitations. Music will be furnished by the Rib Lake
orchestra, and refreshments will be served. We hope every person who gets an invitation will attend and help
the boys. They deserve good treatment and the public's patronage. Dance tickets $.75"

"Dr. L.L. Taylor, the health officer, is in receipt of the report of the state health board on the condition of the
samples of water sent to Madison. Six samples from as many wells were taken, and although no typhoid
germs were found in either one of them, the sample from the so-called Blakely and Anderson's wells contained
gas forming organisms and are suspicious. This report shows that the prevalent cases of typhoid did not
originate from water, but from some other cause. We advise the citizens to clean up their back yards and not
wait until the health officer notifies them to do so. A general cleanup of the rubbish in the back yards and
alleys will improve the sanitary condition of the community wonderfully. It is a very unpleasant task for the
health officer to compel people to clean up."
Railroads - RLLC "The new locomotive bought some time ago by the RLLC arrived last Friday evening from the Rogers
Locomotive Works of Patterson, New Jersey. It was piloted by A.H. Garrison. It is a road engine; has 6
drivers, and weighs about 55 tons. The steam pressure carried is 75 pounds and the cylinders are about 18 x
26 inches. Sand from the boxes is worked with air, and the engine is equipped with the Westinghouse air
brake. The trial runs made by it Monday and Tuesday were very satisfactory, and Mr. Horton accepted it
Wednesday. A locomotive like this one is worth about $13,000. The "3-Spot", owned by the Wisconsin
Central, and employed on the Rib Lake-Chelsea run, will be sent to Abbotsford. Ed Cooney runs the new
engine." ¶ "Eugene Horton, who is at the head of the land department of the US Leather Company, was in the
Village this week. He accepted the new locomotive."
RLLC
"The big sawmill is shut down until a hot pond is built in the lake."

Was there a typhoid Mary in town?

Railroads - RLLC The Marshfield News says "the many rumors set afloat at the time the Upham Company sold their mill and
Athens tract of timber to the effect that the mill would be moved away seems to have little foundation. The
News has no further authority for making the statement than what was told it this week by a prominent
businessman of this city. He said he had gotten his information directly from the purchasers of the plant. It is
hoped the truth of the story is well founded and there are many reasons to believe it is. The property is now
owned by the US Leather Company and should they decide to manufacture into lumber the tract of timber
purchased with the mill at Marshfield, it means many years of continued sawing. The Roddis Lumber and
Veneer Company also has sawed at this mill an annual cut of 1 1/2 million feet of lumber brought here over
the Goodrich branch of the Central. ¶ NOW IT STRIKES US AS RATHER QUEER THAT IF THAT MILL
IS TO BE KEPT IN OPERATION AND SUPPLIED BY TIMBER FROM THE DIRECTION OF ATHENS,
THAT THE RLLC IS BUILDING TRACKS RIGHT TO THE HEART OF THIS TIMBER AND
EXTENSIVE PREPARATIONS TO HAUL IT TO RIB LAKE." (emphasis added)
Church - Lutheran "A pretty wedding was solemnized at the German Evangelical Lutheran Church Wednesday afternoon [in the
Village of Rib Lake] when Miss Elizaeth Juse and Mr. August Radtke were made wife and husband by the
words pronounced by Reverend Arthur G.T. Sydow. Messrs. Frank Radtke and Charles Kalk were the best
men and Mrs. Juse and Gerstberger the bridemaids. A large audience of relatives, friends and acquaintenances
of the contracting parties witnessed the ceremony and feasted their eyes upon the happy couple. Mrs. Sydow
played the wedding march. As the bride and bridegroom emerged from the church, they were showered with
rice until they cried for mercy, but fully enjoyed the fun. The feast was held in the evening at the home of the
bride's parents, Mr. and Mrs. Juse, a few miles east of the Village."

The tract of land did include the land east of Goodrich where
Camp 1 of the RLLC was located and operated. RPR thinks
that the US Leather Co made the considered judgment that
improving the mill in Rib Lake was a good business decision
because there was a vast quantity of timber readily accessible
to the Rib Lake mill. That decision was borne out by the fact
that the Rib Lake mill operated until 1948 - long after every
other major mill in Central Wisconsin had closed.

This road engine shows how the RLLC dominated the line.
RPR supposes it was intended to haul between the mill and
Chelsea on tracks that were owned by the Wisconsin Central.

Earlier this fall the Herald reported that the company had laid
off one locomotive to stop hauling logs to the lake. The lake
was filled with logs and the company was afraid the logs
would simply be frozen in. A hot pond is created when a
portion of the lake is heated artificially. That is what the
RLLC eventually did. They constructed about an acre of water
enclosed by an underwater wooden fence next to the sawmill.
Steam pipes heated the water, keeping it free of ice. It
accomplished two purposes. 1. Logs could be unloaded from
the logging railroad cars directly into the hot pond. The logs
would be floated directly to the bull chain and then pulled into
the mill. 2. Finally, it also had the effect of warming and
thawing the logs, thus making them easier to saw.
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Railroads "The Wisconsin Central authorities have issued an order that went into effect Dec. 5 prohibiting the carrying
Wisconsin Central of passengers on any freight trains on the lines. Hereafter you can take a passenger train or walk. The
reformers passed a law that everybody must pay their fare."
RLLC
"Messrs. Wheeler and Walker of Columbus, Wisconsin, who were stockholders and officials in the original
RLLC, were in the Village Tuesday. Mr. Walker stated, when asked in regard of the condition of Herb Miller,
that Herb is still in the hospital and suffering from Bright's Disease, which followed the typhoid fever. There is
no hope for him."
Camps - 1
"William McGorge spent a few days at Camp 1, the guest of Tony Klister, James B. Aylesworth, and Duncan
McDonald, before his departure for Merrill. Tis sad to leave us, William, as the part you held as a true and
faithful friend amongst us was the most sincere. And the vacancy in our charming circle caused by your leave
shall be difficult to fill. But remember, William, you are always welcome back in Rib Lake, which will have
the jolly and glad hat extended to you at all times, for your smiles bring sunshine and good cheer that never
can be forgotten - a friend in Camp 1."
RLLC &
"The RLLC is filling in the north shore of the lake to make a better landing for the logging train."
Environment

Apparently, the practice had been to carry passengers in the
caboose. In those days every train had a caboose.
My father reported that my grandfather, Herrmann Emanuel
Rusch, died of Bright's disease in the Village in 1912.

This area is probably the site of modern day STH 102. The
logging railroad had been extended eastward from the Village
in 1902 and the RLLC wanted to improve its log unloading
facility into the lake, including the construction of a hot pond.

12/21/1906

Hintz

"C.T. Hintz has a logging camp running on Section 16 and 17, 32-3 East, in which about 20 men and 6 teams
are employed. The place is about 6 miles southeast of this Village on the Trout stream, near his big hotel,
which was built for the accommodation of regular boarders as well as transcients. Mr. Hintz intends to put in
about 2 million feet of hemlock, hardwood and pine this winter."

He later dammed the Trout stream to use as a mill pond and
created Hintz Town. In 2008 the trout stream is named Wood
Creek. Hintz Town was 1/4 mile south of Trout Avenue.

12/21/1906

RLLC

"Mr. Kirk, the civil engineer, who has been doing some surveying on the lake for the RLLC, was here again
this week. That piece of land on which the company piles its slabs is owned by Bernard Hoey, and as the
company is about to buy said land of him, they want to know what they buying. As it is usually the case when
the boundary line is in a body of water, there is apt to be a discrepancy between the government survey and the
actual lay of the land."

The original government surveyors created meander lines.
They were supposed to show the actual configuration of a
navigable body of water. Meander lines were notoriously
inaccurate. The location being referred to - "that piece of land
on which the company piles its slabs" is in 2007 a village
park. It is situated on either side of Tannery Creek just north
of STH 102. Just north of that location are the "flats", the
present day ball diamond. Between the flats and the lake was
a convenient place for the RLLC to dispose of slabwood and
sawdust.

12/28/1906

Tannery

"Andrew Aitken, who has had charge of the work of laying the water mains from the tannery to the lake, a
distance of about 1,000 feet, thinks the work will be completed this week. This has been the toughest
proposition that he ever undertook."

Rusch suspects that this was a pipe to bring "fresh" water to
the tannery. At some point the tannery dammed Tannery
Creek - a dam that exists today - 2007 - to augment its fresh
water supply.

"When notices are posted warning retailers and dealers in spiritus, malt or intoxicating liquors, or beverages,
and all other persons that they must not sell or give such liquors to the person specified in the notice, the
person is said to be "blacklisted". A notice of this nature is published in this issue of The Herald. The penalty
is severe and it is very, very risky for anybody to take the chance. There is a way of coercing the blacklisted
person to tell where and from whom he obtained the liquor. One authority is quoted as saying that the judge
may put such person in confinement for contempt of court if he refuses to tell who gave or sold him the liquor.
Don't take chances. Be on the safe side."

In 1972 I was elected Taylor County District Attorney. I
recall finding in my desk at the Taylor County Courthouse a
form book with the Black List paperwork in it. There was a
form to be filled out if you wished to have someone
blacklisted. It was then to be signed by the judge. At that
time the practice of actually black listing anyone in Taylor
County was not in use.

This edition of the Rib Lake Herald carries an ad featuring a silhouette of a horse "Dr. C. Kelnhofer"
veterinary surgeon and dentist, Medford, Wisconsin. Resident's phone number 268, office phone number
173."

The Kelnhofer residence was located on the NW corner of
Second and Division Street in Medford. Later, this would be
the site of the Ruesch and Ruesch Funeral Home. My brother,
Attorney Thomas M. Rusch, and I bought that parcel about
1980 to provide parking for the Rusch & Rusch Law Office,
which is right next door - 111 E. Division St.
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RLLC

"The RLLC has built an addition to its planing mill to accommodate a new band mill, which has just been
installed, and a small planer; it is probable the engine lath will be taken out of the round house and installed in
the new addition."
Camps - 3
"Owing to the repeated disappointments in regard to the Christmas entertainment at the Christian Church, it
was arranged to give the children of the Sunday school a sleigh ride. Although the roads were heavy, still the
night was ideal and the 5 mile drive to Camp 3 was a most enjoyable one. Mr. Dignan and "Ollie" provided a
cordial reception at Camp 3."
Tannery & RLLC "The RLLC has installed another "hog" to make "hog feed" from slabs and trimmings, which cannot be
disposed of in any other way. The feed goes through a chain conveyor into a large gondola car and is shipped
to the various tanneries of the US Leather Company in this section. As a fuel this hog feed ranks with coal and
is valued at $17 a car at the sawmill. Four car loads of the stuff are ground every 10 hours. But that is not all:
the new arrangement does away with 3 teams and teamsters formerly employed in hauling the hog feed to the
tannery, and a force of men formerly employed in piling the slabs and trimmings in the slab yard."
People

"A.C. McComb of this city [Oshkosh] has disposed of another large tract of his Iron County, Wisconsin
timberland. The sale was 10,000 acres for consideration of $100,000. The land lies south of Hurley near the
Chicago & Northwestern Railroad line and contains about 70 million feet of fine saw timber, hemlock, red
birch, maple, cedar, spruce and a scattering of pine. This sale leaves Mr. McComb with but 2 more tracts of
similar timber in Iron County, one of 3,200 acres and another of 6,000 acres, also a 2,500 acre tract in Gogebic
County, Michigan. Mr. McComb in the past three months has bought an 8,000 acre tract of pine in Texas
County, Missouri. He has also bought a tract of 25,000 acres of oak and hickory in White County, Arkansas.
Mr. McComb has just disposed of another cyprus break in Lumberton, Florida for 25,000. Signed Oshkosh
Northwestern"
Hintz
"C.T. Hintz has bought F.L. Adams' sawmill and will move it to this Village and have it running in the next 10
days. The mill will cut lath and ties and will be located near Mathe's mill. Mr. Hintz wants a lot of good
timber for ties and will pay the highest market price. This is a fine chance for the settlers to dispose of their
small timber."
Rusch & Interwald "Otto Rusch is busy hauling logs to Kiger's Mill for the Upham Company to be sawed next summer."

1/11/1907

Businesses &
Camps

1/18/1907

People

1/18/1907

"George Braun is logging on Section 11, 33 North, 2 East, this winter."

"Among those who attended the Farmer's Institute we noticed Principal W.H. Allen, Charles G. Frohmader, C.
L. Von Haden, and Ollie Nelson of Chelsea and J.H. Fitz of Westboro. Professor Allen, after many years
spent in teaching, has concluded that farming is the best calling for man. He owns a large farm in Chelsea."
Railroads "The excessive fall of snow and cold weather has caused untold hardships to railroad men and most of the
Wisconsin Central profit goes for shoveling snow. The train service on the Rib Lake-Chelsea branch has not been as good as it
& Railroads ought to be, but under the circumstances, we are fortunate that it is not worse. As soon as the RLLC can get
RLLC
another powerful locomotive, the trains will be on time again."

This is another graphic illustration of the economies scale
achieved by one company owning both the RLLC and the
local tannery, as well as the area tanneries. Keep in mind that
the US Leather Co. had tanneries not only in Rib Lake, but
Medford, Prentice, Phillips, Stanley, Mellen, Tomahawk and
elsewhere.
This is the A.C. McComb that once lived in Rib Lake and
gave his name to McComb Ave. He was the individual that
was involved in subdividing the Racing Park Addition in the
center of Rib Lake. He was clearly a real estate wheeler and
dealer.

I had an uncle born in 1899 by the name of Otto Reinhart
Julius Rusch; he was born in Rib Lake and grew up in Rib
Lake and was married in Rib Lake on Apr. 10, 1919, to Norma
R.A. Maes. ¶ I believe the reference being made here is to
Johann "Otto" Ruesch of Medford. The Herald later reports
that he is the foreman at Camp 6 of the RLLC. I will try to
check with his surviving son, Leroy Ruesch, of Medford for
details and confirmaton.
George Braun, Sr. was an active businessman in the Village
with an extensive real estate practice. The article goes on to
note that he is expected to cut between 200,000 and 300,000
board feet of mixed timber, mostly hemlock. This is another
illustration of a local individual organizing a small "jobber"
camp; I suspect he sold the logs to someone else for them to
be milled, although Ed Martin reported Braun had a small mill
on the west side of the Village.

This implies that the Wisconsin Central Railroad was not
providing the locomotives for the Chelsea-Rib Lake run - even
though it was its line. Please note that the Wis. Central was
regularly running an advertisement implying two of its trains Wis. Central's - ran twice daily round trips between Chelsea
and Rib Lake.

1/18/1907

People & Law

1/18/1907

Businesses

1/25/1907

J.J. Kennedy &
family
John Mathe &
Agriculture

2/1/1907

2/1/1907

2/8/1907

2/8/1907
2/8/1907

"John Schaack, postmaster at a suburb of this Village, was subpoenaed as a witness to appear in Manitowoc,
Jan. 16 and testify of what he knows about Leo Kable, and where he was on June 2, 1904. In 1904 Leo Kable
was working for John Schaack in this vicinity. On the second of June, that year, a lumberyard and sawmill of
August Goutke of Manitowoc was burned to the ground. Leo Kable was arrested for setting it on fire, tried
and sentenced to serve 7 years in Waupun. During his trial whenever the attorney or judge asked him anything
about the fire he would say it was none of their business. Recent developments indicate Kable is innocent and
August Kable and his daughter are the ones that should be held responsible. The attorneys of Kable will try to
prove that he is not responsible of the crime because he was in Rib Lake when the fire occurred and John
Schaack is a witness to prove it."

The post office on the John Schaack farm was appropriately
named Schaack. According to 1913 plat map, the J.H.
Schaack farm included the SW 1/4 - SWE 1/4, Section 20,
Township 33, Range 3 East. That was an important piece of
real estate because that is where the New Wood branch of the
RLLC Railroad branched off from the main line between
Spirit Falls and the Village.

In the fall of 1906 the Hazen Store which dominated the
advertising on the first page of The Herald stopped advertising
- it was apparently sold. Beginning Jan. 18 an ad for
"Kelnhofer Store" appeared for the first time.
"We are informed that Mr. and Mrs. J.J. Kennedy have decided to make Coeur d'Alene, Idaho their home.
This will elicit regrets from their large number of friends in all parts of this section." (emphasis added)
What is considered to be the heaviest load hauled this winter on an ordinary road by the light team was a load
of logs hauled last Saturday from Diesings farm to Mathe's sawmill by Billy Diesing's team. The load
consisted of 29 logs which scaled 1,860 feet. It was loaded by Jamsey and Frank Diesing. The team weighed
but 2,400 pounds and in view of the fact that there are many long and steep hills on the 6 mile road from the
farm to the sawmill, this is a remarkable haul, so we are assured."

"Talk about Spirit Lake not being in it! Last Sunday afternoon a party from Rib Lake drove out here with a
band and took William Maes by surprise. And a warm time was had - singing and dancing into the early hours
of Monday. All went home rejoicing after a bountiful supper served at midnight."
Railroads "Old #51, the locomotive which hauled freight on the Ashland division and occasionally was seen in Rib Lake
Wisconsin Central 15 years ago, was brought here from Ashland last Friday to run on the Rib Lake-Chelsea branch. In those
days the boiler leaked so badly that the engineer often put a peck of bran into it to keep up the steam."
Spirit Lake
"Two knotsawyers are wanted at once at Spirit Lake. They can work by the thousand or by the day. Good
money maker for the right persons. Apply to Spirit Lake Lumber Company."
Businesses
"The chance you were looking for. We must have room for our spring goods, so we have decided to cut the
prices on all of our dry goods, ladies and gents furnishing goods, hats and caps, boots and shoes…" Signed
Lake Trading Company "Successors to the RLLC Store Department"

There it is. Short and sweet. Why did the editor not go into
further explanation?
It was common for farmers to use their own teams of horses to
haul logs to one of the mills in Rib Lake. The search of the
1913 Standard Atlas shows the W. Diesing farm consisted of
the E 1/4 - NW 1/4, Section 17, Township 33 North, Range 3
East, Town of Rib Lake. Was that the source of this star
Diesing load?

Spirit Lake

2/15/1907

Camps - 10

2/15/1907

RLLC

2/22/1907

Camps - 1

2/22/1907

Western Fever

2/22/1907

Spirit Lake

3/1/1907

Camps

"A sleigh load of ladies drove to Camp 10 and back last Sunday afternoon. A. Bonneville drove the team."

"The sawmill of the RLLC has been running 1/4 overtime to cut the hardwood before the ice goes out. This
wood has a tendency to sink in water in a very short time."
"Tony Klister has finished all railroad work at Camp 1 and is now laying steel on the new Wood Lake branch
with his crew."
"With the advent of spring some of our citizens shows symptoms of Western Fever for which the only known
cure is to be there to your heart's content. Some of those we hear are thus affected are Bernard Hoey
[attorney], George Hazen, Fred Radtke, John Herbst and Allen Kennedy. Mr. Hoey has a homestead out there.
May the sun perpetually smile its fortunes upon them."
"There was a one day record set at the shingle mill. The Allie brothers sawed and packed 26,000 [cedar]
shingles and Louis Shaoth of Marshfield knot sawed them."
"Passengers of the [Rib Lake] depot last Tuesday morning could not help but throw up their hands in horror
when they saw the beef which laid on the platform. The beef had no covering whatever to protect it from dirt
and it appeared as though it had come from a coal mine. One piece laid where it thawed out, and from all
appearances was in an advanced stage of decomposition. It was consigned to a camp near Spirit Falls."

Knotsawyers resawed cedar shingles to remove knots.
A news comment in the fall edition of the Rib Lake Herald in
1906 indicated that the RLLC was selling its store.
Apparently the lumber company did so. The ad advertised a
wide range of items for sale, including shoes, furnishing
goods, groceries, meat market and flour and also said "we pay
the highest market price for all farm produce."
This is the first mention of Camp 10. No other comments
listed. I do not recall seeing any mention of camps 5, 6, 7, 8
and 9 in the Herald to date.
The company wanted to cut these logs before they sank to the
bottom of Rib Lake.

3/1/1907

3/1/1907

Railroads The Wisconsin Railroad Commission has ruled that 3 roads, the Chicago and Northwestern, Chicago,
There was also legislation pending in the assembly at that time
Wisconsin Central Milwaukee and St. Paul and the Omaha, must not charge more that 2 1/2 cents per mile for passenger fairs. It to reduce rail fares to 2 cents a mile. The Taylor County
also recommended that family mileage books of 500 miles be sold for $10 and the roads will accept the ruling Assemblyman, C.F. Stout, was one of the sponsors.
without contest. ¶ The Wisconsin Central has decided to do likewise on account of competition and President
W.A. Bradford says: "To confine such benefits to competitive business exacting, a greater charge upon very
local travel, would be a hardship, though justifiable in law, and a discrimination fact that good business policy
condemns. ¶ It is therefore a distinct pleasure to announce to the citizens of Wisconsin, and particularly to the
patrons of our line, that, regardless of the results to be reached by the Commission in the pending matter, or
the consequent loss of revenue, the Wisconsin Central Railway Company will meet any reduction passenger
rates required or suggested by the Commission's ruling and inaugurated by any of the other interstate railroads
operating in Wisconsin."
RLLC
"It is reported that the US Leather Company has decided to build a large number of houses in Mellen this
spring. The company is figuring on building at least 40 houses and they will be rented to employees of the
tannery. The company has a fine piece of property between the schoolhouse and the Drake Hill that they have
holding for this purpose for a long time. The lumber for these tannery houses will be sawed at Rib Lake."

3/1/1907

Hintz

3/1/1907

Businesses

3/7/1907

Tannery

3/7/1907

Rib Lake Herald

3/15/1907

Tannery

3/15/1907

Environment &
Law

3/15/1907

RLLC

3/15/1907

Library

3/22/1907
3/22/1907

"The manufacturer of railroad ties and the shipping of pulpwood, which is being carried on on a large scale in
this vicinity by C.T. Hintz, is an industry of greater magnitude than a person would suppose. Just now Mr.
Hintz has 6 heavy teams hauling ties to the track to fill the contract for 50,000 [ties], which he made with the
Wisconsin Central. To transport these ties, not less that 150 cars will be required, in procuring this timber for
its road, the railroad company will pay out about $18,000, which will be distributed in this vicinity for the
labor, timber and so forth, not estimating the revenue derived from the pulpwood. In addition to the above,
during the season of 1907, Mr. Hintz hopes to ship about 150 car loads of lumber, which will bring another
fortune into these parts of the state."
"C.H. Resimius of Kennan, a former Rib Lake citizen and hardware man, and his son Alvin, are in the Village
to make arrangements to move their stock of hardware into the Skidmore building, which they have leased.
Eight years have slipped by since Mr. Resumius sold his hardware store to Gomoll and Taylor and moved
away. His family will move here in the spring. The store will open for business just as soon as the building is
put in shape to receive the stock."
"Superintendent Henry Zeigler, who has had charge of the Rib Lake Tannery for a number of years, has
resigned and will go to Williamsport, Pennsylvania. Who his successor will be and when he will arrive has
not yet been given out. Mr. Zeigler and his family have a host of friends in Rib Lake who regret to learn of
their intended departure."
"People frequently inquire of the editor where we received our information concerning such and such a person,
also who wrote this article or that. To impart information along this line is against the rules of a newspapers
office and our friends will please bear this in mind and not annoy us with inquiries. We always stand ready to
correct a wrong or misstatement."
"Mr. O.A. Olson has been appointed to succeed Superintendent Henry Zeigler as superintendent of the Rib
Lake Tannery and the appointment has taken effect since the first of March. Mr. Olson is not a new man in
the industry of tanning leather, but has had charge of tanneries in Addison, New York, Petosky, Michigan and
Prentice, Wisconsin."
"Rollie Thomas, Otto Lenhart and Carl Strobor were arrested Sunday by Frank Perry, the game warden, for
illegal fishing on Trout Stream. He caught them in the act. On Monday Judge Jeffreys of Medford fined each
one $10 and costs. Carl Strobar escaped on Sunday, but on Monday gave power of attorney and fine and costs
to Mr. Perry to plead guilty for him and settle the business."
"While in the RLLC's planing mill filing room on Monday, we noticed the new skylight. If there ever was a
couple of men tickled over anything like that, they could not have been more pleased than Messrs. Smith and
Kulstad, the filers."
"The Library Association of Rib Lake has turned over to the Village the library and its holdings. It is a
magnificent gift, and with the number of books now on the shelves as a nucleus, we ought not be satisfied until
our library ranks first among the villages in the state. Mr. Hintz appointed the following members which
constitute the library board: Messrs. Gunderson, Upjohn, Brehm and Skon and Madames Getchel, Bailey and
Rousseau."
"The shipment from the Rib Lake station will average 20 cars per day during this month."

Railroads Wisconsin Central
Politics
"The [Wisconsin State] assembly killed the bill taking territory from southern Price County and attaching it to
Taylor County. The bill met with an overwhelming opposition and the sentiment of a majority of the people
of both counties was against the proposed bill."

Please note that in the fall of 1906, C.T. Hintz was running for
the position of Taylor County Sheriff. He lost.

Gomoll & Taylor Hardware was at 740 McComb Ave.

What is routinely referred to as the Trout Stream in the Rib
Lake Herald is known today as Wood Creek.

3/22/1907

Businesses

3/22/1907

Fawn Valley &
Businesses
Politics & Rib Lake
Town

3/29/1907

3/29/1907
4/5/1907

"Under the signature of August Radtke, notice is given of a meeting of the patrons of the Fawn Valley Cheese
Factory."
"The following industrious citizens were nominated for office in the Town of Rib Lake. Chairman Walter St.
Clair; Supervisors Herman Stelling, Henry Freiboth; Clerk Fred Mielke; Assessor Herman Henke; Treasurer
John B. Schreiber; Constables William Jonas, Henry Wagner; Justices of the Peace P.J. Cullen, 1 year, Fritz
Martin, 2 years."
Railroads Continues to advertise train service "Leaves Rib Lake daily at 5:50 a.m. Arrives Rib Lake at 11:15 a.m.
The turnaround point was Chelsea.
Wisconsin Central Leaves Rib Lake at 2:15 p.m. Arrives Rib Lake at 3:40 p.m."
Politics
The Village of Rib Lake had an election and decided "the
question of salary or no salary for the president and 6 trustees
at the rate $50 per annum for the former and $40 per annual
for the latter, was carried by a vote of 110 for and 67 against
it." Note by Rusch: Up to this time these officers were paid
nothing by the Village. "On the question of license or no
license, the vote stood 134 and 57 against it. These figures
indicate that the prohibition vote is climbing little by little."
The Village Board also authorized a referendum on the issue
of the salaries to take place.

4/5/1907

Politics

4/12/1907

J.J. Kennedy &
family
Post Office

4/12/1907

This week's ad from the Lake Trading Company identifies the
successors to the RLLC store department as C.A. Lofquist,
President; C.G. Engstrand, Vice President; Theodore
Engstrand, Secretary and Treasurer, d/b/a Lake Trading
Company. They apparently bought out and are now running
the former RLLC store. The sale of the store coincides with
the takeover of the RLLC by the US Leather Co. in 1906. RPR
takes it that the new management did not feel the store was a
plus.

4/19/1907

Schools &
Germania

4/19/1907 (cont)

Schools &
Germania (cont)

5/10/1907

RLLC

Greenwood. The election was as follows: Chairman Thomas Brehm, Supervisors August Jarchow, John
Mayer, Clerk Stephen Konz, Treasurer Franz Rudolph, Assessor Herman Lemke, Justices of the Peace Henry
Gebauer, Joseph Probst, Constables Peter Monheim, John McClusky, John Obowa.
"It is reported that Mr. and Mrs. J.J. Kennedy are coming to pack their household goods to ship them to Coeur
d'Alene, Idaho."
A Petition was filed for a postal rural route from Rib Lake to
Sam's, Schaack and Spirit Lake; the petition was sent to
Washington D.C. The proposed route would be 28 miles long.
"When the school board meets tomorrow they have for consideration the resignation of Principal of Schools
In studying the high school curriculum I noticed comments
Nicholas Gunderson. "To the school board and citizens of Rib Lake. I hereby resign my position as principal about courses in the German language. Apparently there was
of the Rib Lake Public Schools.¶ I have been at the head of the school for 5 years and during the time I have
a two tier curriculum - one German and one English.
seen many changes. 5 years ago we had a state graded school with 6 teachers, now you have a school system
consisting of 3 departments, a kindergarten, the grades and high school and in charge of 11 teachers. Then
you had but one school building now you have in addition that beautiful high school building, a credit to any
community. ¶ The enrollment was 310 for the school in 1902. The total enrollment for this year is 431. Your
high school now offers two courses of study - a German and an English scientific. ¶ The citizens have been
loyal. They have cooperated with the teachers in trying to raise and maintain the standard of the school. ¶ The
school board has always been ready to meet and supply the growing needs. They have never been willing to
allow any backward steps, but have always stood for progress. I leave your schools with grateful appreciation
of your
loyalty and your hearty cooperation. ¶ I have seen the first class graduate from your high school - the class of
1906 with the motto "forward". May that ever be the motto of the school and may your schools ever stand for
the highest and best in the community. Signed Nicholas Gunderson, Rib Lake, Wis. April 17, 1907"
"The RLLC has set a good example for all of us to emulate. It has employed a man and team for several
weeks to clean up the rubbish in the mill yard, lumber yard and other places that need it."

5/10/1907

People

5/10/1907

Westboro

5/10/1907

Rib Lake Herald &
Germania

5/17/1907

J.J. Kennedy &
family
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People

5/17/1907

Businesses

6/7/1907

Clubs/Orders

6/7/1907

Health

"ERECTS A MONOLITH. "Oshkosh Northwestern: What will be the tallest monument in Riverside
Cemetery is a monolithic spire being raised for A.C. McComb, the well known real estate dealer, on his lot,
which is not far from the center of the new cemetery. The complete structure will be nearly 36 feet high and
will weigh 34 tons."
"William Kuse has resigned his position with the Westboro Lumber Company and has taken charge of J.
Grittner's Store. Mr. Kuse is well liked and a hustler. We wish him success."

This is the A.C. McComb for whom McComb Avenue is
named.

The Herald prints two articles in German. A poem entitled
"Urwald Zauber" [Jungle Magic] and a second article, "Der
Freigebige Kandidat" [the Generous Candidate]. I believe this
marks the first time that German language articles were
published in the Rib Lake Herald.
"A son was born to Mr. and Mrs. Nat McDougall at St. Paul's on May 1. Rib Lake people will remember that
Mrs. McDougall is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. J.J. Kennedy. Many relatives and friends in this burg rejoice
over the news."
"Peter Der Grosse und Die Peruecke."
This is the second edition of the Herald in which Rusch has
noticed German printed at length. An article about Peter the
Great - former king of Russia - appears. It takes up 4 inches
of one column. Beneath it is another article in German 1 inch
log. I believe this is a shrewd business move by J.J.
Voemastek - the editor - to appeal to his large German
audience. The second article was titled "Die Peruecke",
German for "the wig".
SUMMONS IN CIRCUIT COURT, TAYLOR COUNTY. "A.C. McComb, Plaintiff, v. Henry Voss, Sophie
Voss, Young Brewing Company, Emil Kiewert Company, Clinton Textor and unknown defendants,
defendants. The subject of this action is real estate, to wit, lots 12, Block B in McComb's Racing Park
Addition to the Village of Rib Lake, Taylor County, Wisconsin. Barber Brothers and Clark, Plaintiff's
attorney, PO address 157 Main Street, Oshkosh, Winnebago County, Wisconsin."

RPR speculates that this is a lawsuit that has been simmering
for years over title to real estate that Henry Voss owned.
Henry Voss owned the land in the NE corner of McComb
Avenue and Fayette. He had complained that he did not have
as much land as McComb claimed to have sold him.

"Mrs. Eunice A. Holden of Neenah, now owns the island [Pine Island] in the lake and intends to erect some
cottages or a pavilion on the place for the amusement of visitors and citizens if the businessmen will donate
the lumber and stone."
5/17/1907
J.J. Kennedy & "Mrs. J.J. Kennedy and her daughter, Jeanette, who is a teacher in Memphis, Tennessee, are expected to arrive
family
soon and pack up their household goods preparatory to shipping them to Coeur d'Alene, Idaho where the
Kennedys intend to live in the near future.
5/24/1907
Environment
"Every city of importance and many villages have public parks for its citizens comfort and recreation on hot
J. J. Voemastek had the long view.
summer days, especially Sundays, and there people assemble on pleasant days, renew acquaintances, and
make new ones. The trees give shade from the hot rays of the sun and the leaves and flowers scatter perfume
which is balm to the lungs. Rib Lake has made no provision of any kind for a place of recreation and rest for
its denizens. Little by little the forest within its limits falls beneath the axe, and unless there is some tree
planting done pretty soon our eyes will see nothing but bare land, streets and buildings. It seems to us that the
opportunity to select a piece of land or virgin forest for a village park is gradually slipping away and unless we
do something now in the direction of securing one, we may some day be obligated to pay a big price for a
piece of barren land and be compelled to go to the additional expense of planting trees upon it. Then it will
take several years for the trees to grow to such size as will make them of value. There are several pieces of
land in this vicinity which may yet be bought for a reasonable price and which will make ideal parks some
day.
5/24/1907 (cont) Environment (cont) Why not select one of them now?"
"On June 16 the Catholic Order of Foresters will give their 9th annual picnic at Schaack's park, 3 miles east of
Rib Lake. The music will be furnished by the Rib Lake brass band, and there will be races, games and
amusements of all kinds during the day, with prizes for the winners. Tug of war between the foresters;
shooting gallery, etc. Refreshments of all kinds will be served. Grand concert in the evening for which music
will be furnished by the Setterlund's Orchestra. A good time is guaranteed and everybody is invited."
"Miss Mary Obowa of the Town of Greenwood, who is in the hospital in Marshfield on account of blood
poisoning, is reported to be improving and will return home soon."

6/14/1907

6/14/1907

6/21/1907

6/28/1907

6/28/1907
6/28/1907

Rib Lake Town

"The new town hall of Kutzke's corner will soon be finished. The building has a floor area of 26 x 48 feet.
The Rib Lake Town Hall was torn down and replaced about
Hardwood flooring, plenty of windows and large doors will characterize it apart from the halls, which have
1993.
been built in this section. There is nothing like doing things right, from the beginning. The cost will be about
$1,500."
Rib Lake - Village
There will be a tug of war between a team chosen to represent
Kennedy Town and another team to represent Shaw Town
during the 4th of July festivities.
Post Office
The post office at Sam's is to be discontinued on the 30th of June. Lack of patronage is the cause."
RPR will include a chapter on postal history in his forthcoming book on Rib Lake. ¶ Rib Lake was surrounded by
small post offices, e.g., Schaack, Brehm, Urquhart, Konz. The
Sam's Post Office was located in Section 18, Town 32 North,
Range 3 East on the Fritz Martin farm; in 2008 this location is
on the east side of CTH C 1/4 mile south of Trout Ave. Sam's
was established February 3, 1898 with Fritz Martin as
Postmaster and discontinued June 29, 1907. See #10834.
Railroads - RLLC "Last Sunday the loading crew of the RLLC loaded logs on the Chelsea branch. The crew consisted of D.A.
McDonald, D.J. McDonald and Hugh Prentice and 3 others. From 8:30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. they loaded 1,010
logs, scaling 85,000 feet, on 30 railroad cars. This is the best record ever made in this neighborhood, it is
said."
J.J. Kennedy & "Burt Kennedy writes us that the Rib Lake colony of Meadows, British Columbia is getting lonely for the
family
news from Rib Lake and kindly send the Herald there until further notice."
Railroads - RLLC "Fred Shaw, General Manager of the RLLC, H.L. Drake of Mellen, Superintendent of the Tannery at that
This is a trip on the railroad track running eastward from the
place and Gottlieb Smith, filer for the RLLC, made a business trip to Tomahawk in Mr. Smith's railroad
Village through Spirit Falls to Tomahawk.
automobile last week. The trip was made without an accident but in one place the weeds were encountered on
the track for a distance of a mile or so and damaged the gears under the machine."

6/28/1907

Camp 5
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RLLC
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Germania
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7/26/1907
7/26/1907

"Ed Peterson of 413 Madison St., Eau Claire, died at Camp 5 of the RLLC where he worked for one week.
His bed partner could not wake him. A post-mortem was conducted and Drs. Taylor and Wichman found a
hemlock needle in a clot of blood in his heart."
"In another two weeks Joe Scott hopes to have the work of remodeling his hotel, the "Wisconsin House"
finished. It will be one of the best hotels in Rib Lake, or in the county, for that matter."
"During the July 4th celebration in Rib Lake, the Rev. Fr. Heeger spoke in German on the valor and good
deeds of German soldiers in the [American] continental armies.
"The RLLC sold a car of scrap iron, the two old locomotives, the old planing mill engine, a small vertical
engine and an iron lathe to the Tomahawk Iron Works. The same are shipped over the Bradley railroad."

This is the first comment in the Herald regarding Camp 5.

This appears to be a reference to shipping directly from Rib
Lake to Tomahawk by way of Spirit Falls on the railroad. By
the two old locomotives, RPR takes that to mean the old
"Nancy Hanks".

"There will be a dance in Germania Hall"
"Ray Bennington, who has been examining the books of the old RLLC for the Pennsylvania contingent of the
old company stockholders, and of whom Mr. Humphey has been assisting, has finished the work and departed
for his home in Pennsylvania on Monday. He may be here again in the fall. ¶ W. H. Humphrey, one of the
Pennsylvania stockholders in the RLLC up to the time said company sold out to Central Pennsylvania Leather
Company, left for his former home in Pennsylvania on Monday. Mr. Humphrey and his wife have many
friends in this Village and left Rib Lake with the good will and best wishes of all."

Railroads "Fred King of Rib Lake and John Singer of Chelsea went to Abbotsford Wednesday to be examined for the
The work on Wellington Lake included the filling in with dirt
Wisconsin Central position of brakemen on the Rib Lake branch. Hereafter Conductor Gray will have a full train crew. It is said of the wooden trestle that the Wisconsin Central had
that the Wisconsin Central may put on one of their engines and engineer and firemen. The Lake Wellington
constructed across the northern part of the lake in 1883.
bridge is to be filled and a channel put in this summer. The work will cost about $50,000. Speculation is rife
as to whether we shall get a through freight to Tomahawk in the near future. It is seldom that railroad officials
do things without notifying the public beforehand and the custom has been to make improvements several
years after the promise."
Greenwood
The town board of Greenwood petitioned the county board for one half of the cost of building a bridge for
$800 across "the Little Rib River" between Sections 10 and 15, Town 32 North, Range 2 East.
Tannery & RLLC "Cornelius Philius, traveling auditor of the US Leather Company, is auditing the books of the RLLC and the
tannery."

8/2/1907

8/9/1907
8/9/1907

8/9/1907

8/9/1907

8/9/1907
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8/9/1907

8/9/1907

8/16/1907

Railroads - RLLC "Conductor Gray is going to Prentice next Sunday to bring down the locomotive which was used there for
& Tannery
switching in the yard. It will be used for switching cars in the yard of the RLLC and the tannery. A track is to
be built from the sawmill to the tannery across the slab yard."
Railroads - RLLC "G. Smith took several Rib Lake people to Tomahawk on his railroad automobile Sunday to view the burned This is another trip from Rib Lake through Spirit Falls to
tannery."
Tomahawk. What is a railroad automobile?
J.J. Kennedy & "Art Talbot has returned from Salmo, British Columbia, where he went about a month ago. He did not like it
family
there as well as in Rib Lake. He reports having seen John J., Angus, Burt and William Kennedy and says they
are doing well."
Tannery
"The Tomahawk Tannery, which is owned by the US Leather Company, burned to the ground last Friday. The
loss is estimated at $500,000. Everything but the powerhouse was destroyed. The tannery was a modern
institution and was built but a few years ago. It was the best paying tannery in Wisconsin owned by the
Leather Trust. It will be rebuilt."
Environment
"County Surveyor John Logan is very busy these days laying out and plotting lots for Rib Lake promoters of
summer resorts. Last week he laid out some lots for Mr. Braun, the real estate man at Harper's Lakes, nearly
all of which have already been sold. This week he is plotting lots for Mr. [Phillip] Marcus on Little Rib.
Farseeing people are beginning to take an interest in securing desirable sites on the lakefronts in this Village
with the view of building summer cottages thereon. The lots are going like hotcakes."
Spirit Lake & Ole "The firm of Waters and Zerbel, who operated the Spirit Lake sawmill the past two years and later added a
A. Peterson
shingle mill thereon, have sold out. Ole Peterson of Spirit Lake had an option on the mill and immediately
after buying it sold it to F.R. Pollard of Marshfield, who will operate it and cut hemlock and hardwood lumber,
which will be shipped to Marshfield. During the short time that Waters and Zerbel operated this mill, they cut
at least 2 million feet of logs and a million of shingles. We doubt if anything did more towards the
development of the Spirit Lake country than the establishment of this mill, and it is with regret that we are
obliged to lose two good businessmen. Mr. Zerbel and family departed for Humbird, their old home, on
Tuesday. Mr. Waters will leave in a few days."
John Mathe
"Fire destroyed the sawmill of John Mathe and Company Lumber Company early Wednesday morning. The
loss is estimated at $8,000 with no insurance. At the present writing the firm is undecided as to whether they
will rebuild or not. ¶ It was about half past three when the alarm of fire was given. Fred Curran, who is chief
of the fire department, was roused by his dog, which was barking unusually loud and went to see what was up.
Realizing there was a big fire in the direction of the mill, he turned in an alarm. About that time Mrs. Charles
Talbot, who lives near the mill, ran to the nearest alarm box, which is near Conductor Gray's home, but it
failed to work for some reason or another. Then she roused Conducter Gray. Mr. Gray rushed out and
hollered fire until his voice gave out. About that time the tannery whistle blew a few blasts and was followed
by others, and a team was on its way to the fire with the hose wagon. As the wagon hose did not reach, about
500 feet of hose was brought from the tannery and coupled on. There was nothing else to do but keep the fire
from spreading to the planing mill and the lumber yard. The fire department had the fire in hand in a short
time. A.R. Hyatt,
John Mathe (cont) the night watchman, stated he started a fire under the boilers in the sawmill and went to the planing mill to do
the same, and while thus occupied, the fire broke out and he did not see it until it was too late. The loss of the
mill has thrown many men out of work and it is a big blow to the owners. Extensive alterations had just been
completed in it to increase the output and everything was in nice running order. Should the mill not be rebuilt,
Rib Lake will be minus one of its principal industries."
People
"Mrs. Albert Marschke passed away in peace Tuesday evening, August 6, at her home in this Village as a
result of excessive hemmorhage after childbirth. The child, which was born in the afternoon, is living and in
apparent good health. ¶ Mrs. Marschke, named Martha Matilda Johanna Mielke, was born in Germany 29
years ago last March and came to this country directly to Rib Lake in 1892. She was married to Mr. Marschke
10 years ago and has lived here with her husband continuously. She is survived by her husband: 4 sons,
William, age 9, Herman 6, Fred 4 and the baby boy; 3 daughters, Minnie 8, Martha 7, Annie 3, one brother,
August Mielke, who has a farm east of Rib Lake, and two sisters, Augusta Mielke and Mrs. Fred Krueger of
Virginia, Minnesota. The funeral has been set for 2 o'clock this afternoon from the German Evangelical
Lutheran Church. ¶ Her aim always was to bring up her children to be respectful men and women, ranked
among us always as a woman of sympathy, a kind neighbor, a devoted mother and a true friend, and a woman
of heroic mold in bravely meeting the stearn requirements and often the disappointments of life."
RLLC

"Recently the RLLC sent a few car loads of hemlock slabs to the papermills at Appleton to determine whether
this byproduct could be utilized in the manufacture of paper. The trial was a success and the papermills made
the company an offer which was accepted. Hereafter all slabs for which there is no market here will be
freighted to the papermills."

This is the first mention in The Herald of one of Rib Lake's
most accomplished individuals, Ole A. Peterson. He grew up
on the Peterson farm just to the north of Little Spirit Lake. He
was a 3 time millionaire losing millions first in WWI activities
when he bought millions of ties at inflated wartime prices.

8/16/1907

Businesses

"William Hase has bought the good will, stock and figures of the firm of Kapitz and Herbst and opened a city
meat market last Tuesday. The market was closed last spring and the proprietors engaged in wholesale meat
business and intended to open a market next fall. Mr. Hase has put everything in shipshape and filled the
shelves and refrigerator with a new stock of fresh, salt and smoked meats. "

8/23/1907

Environment

LAW ENCOURAGES TREE PLANTING, TIMBER OWNERS MAY HAVE TAXES EXEMPT FOR 30
YEARS. CANNOT EXCEED 40 ACRES. LAND MUST NOT BE WORTH MORE THAN $10 AN ACRE,
THE VALUE MAY BE DETERMINED IN ADVANCE. Madison, Wisconsin. "Owners of land in the State
of Wisconsin now have an inducement to plant a portion of their holdings to forest trees. In consideration of
the public benefit to be derived from the planting and cultivation of timber or forest trees, a law was recently
enacted that permits the owner of any tract of land in the state to set apart a portion, not exceeding 40 acres,
for forest culture, and to be exempt from taxation on that portion of land for a period of 30 years from the time
of planting. This privilege extends to corporations and co-partnerships as well as individuals."

8/23/1907

Greenwood

8/23/1907
8/23/1907

8/30/1907

"The picnic given in Rudolph's park in Greenwood last Saturday for the benefit of the Superior Orphan
Asylum was a grand success and netted $150. The committee wishes to thank all who attended the picnic."
Businesses
"Oliver Forseth, the tailor, has sold his building to parties who will convert it into a clothing and gentlemen
furnishing store in the next 30 days."
J.J. Kennedy & "Donald Kennedy, son of Mr. and Mrs. J.J. Kennedy formerly of Rib Lake, dropped in here Tuesday to visit
family
his relatives and friends two or three days. Postmaster McLennan is his uncle. Donald is interested with his
father and others in lumbering in British Columbia. He speaks well of the country. His friends and
acquaintances shook his hand cordially but were pained to learn that his mother's health is not as good as used
to be."
Camp 4 & Camp 5 "J.J. Kulstad, G. Smith, August Lietzo, and the editor visited James McDonald's camp and spent a few hours at
Wood Lake last Sunday. We were surprised to see the order and cleanliness in the camp and the cook shanty
and the hospitality of Ole, the cook. Mr. Kulstad, unable to resist the temptation, cast a line in the lake a few
times and pulled out 7 big bass. Mr. Smith's automobile is a hummer and covered the distance of 9 miles in 30
minutes."

9/4/1907

Businesses

9/4/1907

Schools

9/13/1907

Spirit Lake

9/20/1907

Greenwood

9/20/1907

J.J. Kennedy &
family

This is a portion of a long article which notes "obstacles
removed" "The great obstacles to the cultivation of timber are
the expense of taxation and the risk of loss from forest fires."
A forest crop requires many years for its maturing, and is
therefore taxed repeatedly before it can be profitably
harvested. There is a continual danger from forest fire. The
state has had for a long time 300 fire wardens. ¶ This same
sentiment resulted in the eventual enactment of the Forest
Crop Law.

Oliver Forseth has been advertising extensively in the Herald
for the last 5 years.

I believe this is a reference to Camp 4, which stood on the
northeast corner of Wood Lake. It was a major camp served
by the railroad. To view photos of Camp 4 and other camps
see CD of Rib Lake History, Documents & Photos. Please
note the reference to an automobile. At this time people began
to drive to the camps as well as take the train. ¶ Next to that
article is the following in the Herald: "John Hedrington,
foreman in Camp 5 of the RLLC, went to Chippewa Falls
Friday to visit a week with his family." Camp 5 was located
about a mile north of Camp 4.

"James Upjohn, our popular druggist, has bought the Adams building adjoining his store on the north. ¶ Jacob
Kapitz is having his bowling alley put up on a new foundation and lined up. Bowling will be better than ever,
boys. ¶ John Mathe and Company have made arrangements with Henry Stelling and John Lemke to saw out
their logs which were left on their hands after the milled burned. The sawing outfit of the latter will be
brought here from the country in the near future."
"The following tuition students are enrolled in our high school this fall. Herman Art, Westboro; Alice
Richeleu, Town of Rib Lake; William Wolf, Town of Rib Lake; Vernon Smithers, Town of Rib Lake; Mary
Kuczenski, Stetsonville; Paul Krueger, Greenwood; Emma Olson, Town of Rib Lake; Miles Rolf, Greenwood.
The total enrollment in the high school is 43."
"F.P. Pollard of Marshfield bought the Spirit Lake sawmill [formerly owned by Richard Zerbel and Waters].
I know nothing about the former owner, Richard Zerbel, other
He wants to contract with farmers for timber, both hemlock and hardwood, and pine and cedar shingle bolts." than he was from Humbird, Wisconsin.
"Rudolph Fuchs, about 27 years of age, and son of Mr. and Mrs. Ignatz Fuchs of Greenwood, died of typhoid
fever last Friday, the 13th, and was buried from the Greenwood Catholic Church, the Reverend Father Frances
Trompeter officiating. "
"Mr. and Mrs. Angus Kennedy and their youngest son, Willard, and daughter, Lalah, arrived here from Coeur
d'Alene, Idaho the fore part of the week to take a look at Rib Lake, which was their home for almost 25 years
and visit relatives. They are on their way to Georgetown, New York to a reunion of the Allard family. Mrs.
Kennedy is A.J. Allard's sister. ¶ The Kennedy's have engaged in business in the west since their departure
from Rib Lake and are doing well and are in good health. Everyone is glad to see them here." (emphasis
added)

9/27/1907

RLLC

9/27/1907

Tannery

9/27/1907

9/27/1907

9/27/1907

10/4/1907

10/4/1907
10/4/1907

10/4/1907
10/11/1907

"The RLLC has a damage suit on its hands as a result of injuries received by Joe Hoffman, who had one of his
legs injured in a gear about a year ago in their mill. D.D. Conway, a lawyer from Eau Claire, was in the
Village Wednesday and had photographs taken of the place where Joe was hurt. It is said that 4 able lawyers
have the case in hand and $15,000 is asked for settlement."

WILL BE AN EXTRACT PLANT. "Teams are busy hauling lumber to the tannery to be used in building an
extract plant, and some of the machinery to be used has arrived. The building will be 40 feet square and 2
stories high.
Railroads "The old cattle car which serves the Rib Lake branch for a passenger coach, has been drawn off and sent to the The phrase Rib Lake branch refers to the Wisconsin Central
Wisconsin Central shop for repairs. It was so rotten and needed repairs so much that the train crew thought they could not put up Railway line between the Village of Rib Lake and Chelsea.
with it any longer in the condition it was in. A half decent coach in the form of a baggage and passenger car
with plush seats has been put in its place. It is supposed that the old cattle car will come back as soon as it is
turned out of the repair shop. Seeing the railroads give us such nice talk about how they provide for the
comforts of the traveling public, we wonder if the Wisconsin Central will take the hint to give us a decent
coach before it is compelled to do it by the railroad commission."
People
"John Dietz settled with the Chippewa Log and Boom Company for $15,000 to allow logs through dam."
John Dietz, the defender of the Cameron Dam, and family,
violently opposed the sluicing of logs through a dam - partly
on his farm - by the Chippewa Log and Boom Company. He
was eventually convicted of murder. The Governor pardoned
him. It is a long and gripping story of a farm family
confronting the powers that be.
J.J. Kennedy &
family

"Mrs. A.J. Clark had a reunion of the old pioneers of Rib Lake in honor of Mr. and Mrs. Angus Kennedy of
Coeurd Alene [sic], Idaho."

Please recall that J.J. Voemastek on 9/20/1907 reported that
everyone in Rib Lake was glad to see Mr. and Mrs. Angus
Kennedy. The article of 9/17/1907 confirms the joyful, high
regard that Rib Lake had for Mr. and Mrs. Angus Kennedy; it
reports the pioneer reunion is in honor of Mr. and Mrs. Angus
Kennedy. PLEASE NOTE THAT TO DATE THERE HAS
BEEN NO GOOD-BYE CEREMONY - REGARDING MR.
& MRS. J.J. KENNEDY. Mr. & Mrs. J.J. Kennedy packed up
all of their household belongings and moved from Rib Lake
for Coeur d'Alene, Idaho without coverage in teh Herald. The
only expression of regret on the moving of Mr. and Mrs. J.J.
Kennedy were the terse comments of 1/25/1907.

Camp 2 & J.J.
"John S. Kennedy, who has been an employee of the RLLC for several years and until recently was foreman of The fall editions of the Herald for 1907 have mentioned that
Kennedy & family Camp 2, resigned last Saturday and his place was given to Con Curran of Medford. Mr. Kennedy is going to Camp 5, Camp 4 and Camp 2 are all operating simultaneously.
Coeur d'Alene, Idaho in the near future."
RLLC
"Joe Mauch, foreman of the sawmill of the RLLC, made a business trip to Mellen and Phillips last Friday."
RPR wonders if Joe Mauch was a relative of the Mauch family
that operated the Spirit Lake Resort in the 1980's?
Camps
A short article notes that the Ed Ludington Company of
Marinette, Wis. plans to give up the use of horses and return to
the use of oxen for log skidding purposes. The high price of
horses and feed grain for horses is cited as the reason. Oxen,
not horses, were initially used in the 1880's in Rib Lake for
log skidding purposes. One of the reasons they were replaced
by horses was the difficulties encountered in shoeing an ox. If
you pick up one foot of an ox, it falls over; it is unable to stand
on 3 feet. This necessitated the use of a contraption using
leather bands under the belly of the ox to hold the animal up
during the shoeing operation.

Hintz Town
Western Fever

"Hintz's mill finished its season's cut with 1 1/2 million [board] feet sawed out."
"Angus McMillan and family and John Ander and family left for the west, the former to Coeur d'Alene,
Idaho."

10/11/1907

10/11/1907

10/11/1907

J.J. Kennedy &
family

A short article notes that a farewell party for John S. Kennedy
and Dan Kennedy took place in the Village on Oct. 7, 1907.

Rib Lake Herald

There have not been any ads on the front page of the Rib Lake
Herald for the past several months, unlike the editions prior to
the summer of 1907, which routinely, in fact probably every
edition, had large ads on the front page.

Railroads "The Wisconsin Central has begun filling in the bridge at Lake Wellington. A crew of 30 or 40 men is
Wisconsin Central employed."

This means that dirt is being dumped on the right-of-way
which cuts across the north half of Wellington Lake. The
bridge was constructed there in 1883. I take bridge to mean a
long causeway of approximately 400 feet. That fill continues
to separate Wellington Lake and is grown over by trees.

10/11/1907

J.J. Kennedy &
family

"D.B. Kennedy, former citizen of Rib Lake, visited Medford and Rib Lake friends the fore part of this week.
He is now in the hotel business in Coeur d'Alene, Idaho."

Later the same edition of the Herald reported "Friends of John
S. Kennedy and Dan Kennedy planned a farewell party for
them to take place at the Commerical House. But as the space
there was rather limited it was decided to go to the opera
house."

10/18/1907

Germania &
Businesses
J.J. Kennedy &
family

"There will a dance at Germania Hall - round the lake - tomorrow evening."

Seidel's saloon on Lake Drive - about a block west of the
Village park, is where I place Germania Hall.
There has never been a report published in the Herald that J.J.
Kennedy was given a going away party. What is going on?
Note that Rib Lake gave large, enthusiastic farewell parties for
Mr. & Mrs. Angus Kennedy, John S. Kennedy and Dan
Kennedy. There is no report of any party for Mr. or Mrs. J.J.
Kennedy.

11/1/1907

11/8/1907

11/8/1907

"J.J. Kennedy of Coeur d'Alene, Idaho, is here on a short visit at the home of Postmaster and Mrs. D.
McLennan. He reports that Mrs. Kennedy's health is a little better, if anything."

Railroads "The work of filling in the bridge on Worthington Lake [compare Wellington Lake] continues merrily on. It is Worthington Lake was the original name of that body of
Wisconsin Central interesting to see the bottom of the lake boil up to the top on both sides of the bridge where the gravel is being water. It was named for Worthington Haight. In 2007, the
dumped in. An island has been formed on either side of the bridge out in the lake."
lake is uniformly referred to as Wellington Lake.
RLLC
"The price of lumber, pulpwood and other commodities took a sudden drop owing to the stringency of the
money market, it is said. Lumber is $4 per thousand cheaper than a week ago and the price of pulpwood is
said to have gone down a big notch per cord. Butter tumbled from $.30 to $.21 over Sunday. Wheat is said to
have gone down $.60 a bushel with a proportionate decline in oats."

11/22/1907

Camps - Jobber

"John Mathe and Company have a camp in operation near Wood Lake and the amount of supplies going out
daily make us think it is quite a large one. They employ 55 men, which is quite a lot for one camp."

11/22/1907

RLLC

11/22/1907

Konz

"The sawmill of the RLLC shut down last week, and as some of the machinery must be overhauled, it is not
certain how long it will take to do this, and it is very probable that time will reveal other defects which will
need remedying and this require more time. It is not likely that the mill will stay shut down more than 30
days, because the company has much hardwood and basswood on skids which would suffer much damage if
left on the skids any length of time. We are told that basswood must be sawed while there is frost in it, and
hardwood, such as birch, rots and is worm eaten as soon as warm weather strikes it. Another assurance of
early activity is the fact that the company is hiring men for their camps instead of turning them away."
"Stephen Konz is building a foundation for his sawmill which will be located on his land near the coal kilns.
Their machinery will be moved in from the country and erected as soon as good sleighing sets in. The mill
will be on quite a high foundation and handy to ship lumber from. The citizens of this village are glad to see
this industry coming here, as it will give employment to several hands and Mr. Konz is a good man to work
for. The mill has been operated in the country the past year or two."

This camp is not to be confused with Camp 4, which is also
operating near Wood Lake, but is being run by the Rib Lake
Lumber Company.

The location of the S.A. Konz mill is shown in the 1913
Standard Atlas of Rib Lake. It stood approx. 400 feet to the
southwest from the Catholic Church. In 2007, Little Rib
Mobile Home Court occupies the site.

11/22/1907

RLLC

11/22/1907

J.J. Kennedy &
family

11/29/1907

11/29/1907

"Another bad accident is reported to us having occurred Friday. Joseph Smithers, who is employed by the
RLLC as millwright, carpenter, etc, while working on the little planing machine in the addition to the planing
mill, had the little finger and half of the next finger of his left hand torn off. The mitten on that hand came in
contact with the rapidly revolving knives and pulled the hand in far enough to cause the injury. Mr. Smithers
is 63 years old, but stands up under the shock of the resulting pain, choloform and surgeon's knife with a
fortitude that would be a credit to a younger man. We hope his injuries will heal rapidly."

"Mrs. Angus Kennedy and son and daughter are visiting in Rib Lake and will visit Mrs. Kennedy's brother
here and then her other brother [McLennan] at River Falls, Wisconsin. Mr. [Angus] Kennedy will return to
Coeur D' Alene, Idaho."
Tannery & RLLC MUST REMAIN SEPARATE BODIES. "A dispatch from Trenton, New Jersey, dated Nov. 25, states the the
Court of Errors and Appeals that day granted an order restraining the consolidation of the Central Leather
Company and the US Leather Company. The order will continue until a suit pending before the court to
prevent the carrying out of the consolidation is ended. ¶ The Central Leather Company owns the Rib Lake
sawmill and timber and controls the US Leather Company. Who was instrumental in preventing the
consolidation, for the time being, is not stated. Some of the stockholders, perhaps." (emphasis added)
Rib Lake - Village
& Rib Lake - Town

12/6/1907

RLLC

12/6/1907

John Mathe &
Hintz

12/6/1907

Railroads Wisconsin Central

"The RLLC is making ready to haul logs on ice roads. The sprinkling tanks are the last to receive attention
and the steam hauler is looked for on or about the 15th of this month."

The Herald has been reporting a series of grievous accidents at
the mill.

Sarah and Angus Kennedy had 3 children: John E., Lillia Mae
and Willard, a/k/a Bill.
According to this article, the technical owner of the Rib Lake
sawmill was Central Leather Company. The last several
editions of the Herald certainly blur the distinction between
Central Leather Company and US Leather Company in respect
to ownership at the mill.
The Taylor County Committee on Equalization set the
following tax values:
Rib Lake Village
$506,867
Rib Lake Town
$412,812
City of Medford
$972,922
Town of Medford
$417,917
Town of Greenwood $261,851
Town of Westboro $701,328
Town of Chelsea
$227,820
It is interesting to note that the Village of Rib Lake's real
estate tax values were more than one-half of that of the city of
Medford.
My father, Herman Arthur Rusch, said that the most difficult
job at the RLLC was in starting to make the ice roads. A crew
of men would walk abreast through the snow packing it down.
After it was packed down, it would freeze and a team of
horses would begin hauling the tanker on it, applying layer
after layer of water, forming the ice road.

"The planing mill of John Mathe and Company, one of the best mills in this county, has been bought by C.T. These two mills were located on the west side of the Village
Hintz, a prominent lumberman of this section, who will convert it into a sawmill and planing mill and have it of Rib Lake. Earlier in 1907 the John Mathe mill had suffered
ready for business on the first of January. ¶ This is welcome news to the inhabitants of Rib Lake, as it was
a disastrous fire. That is what caused him to sell his logs.
supposed that the mill would soon lie idle because Mr. Mathe sold his logs to the pulp mills. ¶ F.J. Hintz went
to Underhill [Lincoln Co] on Wednesday and will visit other points before he comes home. It is supposed that
he engineered the deal and his trip has some connection with it. He is one of the best posted lumbermen in the
state."
"Wisconsin Central Railway will sell of 1,000 mile bearer ticket - good on its railway - for $20.00."

12/13/1907

Rib Lake Herald

12/13/1907

History 12/13/1907

12/13/1907
(cont)

12/13/1907
(cont)

10 YEARS AGO. "With this number we close the 10th year of the Herald's existence. ¶ The 10 years have
wrought remarkable changes. Forests have given place to prosperous farms; vacant lots to tall buildings;
vacant streets to telephone and electric light poles and strands of wire. The young generation is 10 years older
and coming into power. Prospects for a prosperous future for Rib Lake never were brighter. ¶ On the 3rd of
December, 1897, F.B. Hand, a veteran newspaper man of Hurley, this date, set foot on Rib Lake soil to
establish a newspaper here. He had been here before to survey the field, and most of the type and machinery
had been shipped beforehand and was on the ground. The present proprietor of this paper came with him [J.J
Voemastek] to have charge of the paper and take a half interest in the property. The first edition was issued on
Friday, December 10, 1897, and numbered 240 copies. The actual number of subscribers was a trifle over
200. A.C. McComb of Oshkosh and B.J. Landall of Rib Lake, who held large interests in Rib Lake real estate,
and J.J. Kennedy, the Rib Lake lumberman, were the principal promoters of this new enterprise. ¶ The
printing office
History was situated in the real office rooms on the ground floor of McComb's Opera House. [this was located on the
12/13/1907 (cont) NW corner of McComb and Landall St.] This fine building had just been completed and stood on the corner
lots now occupied by the First National Bank. On the second floor was a large opera hall and office rooms,
which were occupied by Dr. O.E. Werner and the B.J. Landall Real Estate business. The front of the opera
house was 3 stories high and the following year, when the Odd Fellows were organized here, was used by
them as an assembly room. The following summer P.E. Marcus moved his store here from Colby and rented
the vacant store room on the north side and later a druggist by the name of Smith rented the south room for his
drug store. Mrs. Emma McLeod, and Miss Emma Crane, occupied the rooms between the drug store and
printing office with their millinery and dress making establishment. ¶ The lumbering interests of J.J. Kennedy
was in the hands of his brother, Angus, and carpenters and millwrights were just finishing his new sawmill,
now owned by the RLLC, and which was built on the site of the old mill, which had burned down the previous
summer.
History [Nota bene, this confirms that Kennedy's mill burned in 1896, although other accounts say 1897]. ¶ The best
12/13/1907 (cont) grade of hemlock in those days sold for $8 per 1,000 feet, and sometimes for less. Bark sold for $2.50 a cord.
¶ The tannery was owned by Fayette Shaw and employed about twice as many men as at the present time. E.
C. Getchel was its superintendent and lived in the house now occupied by E. Kerswill. Dan Kennedy was the
walking boss. [Dan Kennedy was also known as "Long Dan"]. ¶ The tannery boarding house was full and was
run by C.K. Millous of Cadott. Other boarding houses here at the time were the Commercial House, which
was run by Andrew Aitken, and catered to mill men and transcients, and the boarding house of Andrew
Clendenning, now owned by Otto Weinkauf. There were but three grocery stores here then - that of the Rib
Lake Mercantile Company, which stood on the site of the present Rib Lake Lumber Company office and in
which William G. Leibig [now of Medford] John P. Seibel, H.A. McDonald [now of Medford] and several
others were interested; that of John W. Allard [now of River Falls] on the north side, in the building lately
occupied by the

The first page of the Rib Lake Herald has a unique object. It
is a full-page color illustration of Santa Claus driving muzzled
bears pulling a sleigh. The colored page reads "Rib Lake
Herald - 10th Anniversary and Holiday Edition, Volume 10,
No. 52, Rib Lake, Wisconsin, December 13, 1907". ¶ About
the summer of 1907, a major change occurred to the Rib Lake
Herald. Up to that point the Herald had local news on the first
page, including advertisements. In 1907 that changed. RPR
suspects that the majority of the Herald was not printed in Rib
Lake. The 1st, 2nd, 3rd and sometimes additional pages
contained national and international news without any local
news. The local news was sandwiched in the middle of the
paper.

12/13/1907
(cont)

12/13/1907
(cont)

12/13/1907
(cont)

12/13/1907
(cont)

12/13/1907
(cont)
12/13/1907
12/20/1907

History George E. Hazen Company, and that of Sara Miller, who had a clothing and grocery store in the now vacant
12/13/1907 (cont) building between F.J. Marcus and Peter Clendenning's homes. Charles Talbot clerked in it. There were but
eight buildings on McComb avenue - six on the east side and two on the west. The public library building was
the harness shop of William Grabbs and stood on the corner lot opposite the Rib Lake House. Charles
Resimius owned the building now occupied by A. F. Priebe and had a hardware store in it. The Rib Lake
House was owned by Henry Voss, but he did not run it then. Oscar Lange had just finished building the place
owned by Mrs. Skidmore, now occupied by Charles Resi¬mius’ hardware store, and had a barber shop in it.
John Chris¬tensen had a saloon next door to the opera house. The Rib Lake bakery was then known as Tellor’
s peanut stand. Nick Clerif’s blacksmith shop was owned by A. J. Homberger of Oshkosh. ¶ Louis Olson had a
barber shop in the building now occupied by Peter Clendenning.
History ¶ Froseth & Herrem, merchant tailors, had their shop in the building now occupied by Louis Olson and Mr.
12/13/1907 (cont) Herrem lived there. ¶ Dr. Corbett had his office in a building on the present site of Everett Wright’s home. He
owned it and lived in the rooms in the rear. In the front were his office and LaSalle’s drug store. ¶ Angus
McDonald owned the place now in the possession of Phil Bonneville. ¶ John Larsen carried the mail and
express between Chelsea and Rib Lake and kept boarders at his home, which was the house now owned by
John Mauch. One of his boarders was George Braun, who was the first real estate man to locate here and devote his time exclusively to real estate. John’s livery stable stood on the present site of the Luther-an
parsonage and next door to it was J.M. Specht’s saloon. ¶ A. Bonneville had a saloon and a livery stable on the
site of the stable now owned by William Banks & Son. ¶ Rib Lake had but five saloons then. ¶ Sam Hagan,
now of Stevens Point, was the democratic postmaster. He lived in the house now owned by
History Dr. Wichman and the post office was in the building next door, which was torn down last summer. ¶ D.A.
12/13/1907 (cont) McLennan was keeping books for Angus Kennedy. The lumber office was an addition to the store of the Rib
Lake Mercantile Company. ¶ John T. Bushey, now of Appleton, was principal of the Rib Lake School, and his
assistants were Misses Myra and Bessie (now Mrs. F.B. Hand) Gardiner of Spencer and Miss Eckhart. The
two Misses Gardiner and Miss Richardson, a music teacher, boarded at B.J. Landaal’s. ¶ T. R. Begley was
bookkeeper in the tannery office. ¶ John P. Seibel was chairman of the town; the village not being
incorporated. ¶ There were no street lights. The town hall was what is now the electric light plant and the jail
was in the swamp where it now stands. ¶ For a depot we had a box car. B. N. Shelp of Plainfield was the agent.
The passenger coach had long seats made of hemlock planks. The train was in charge of Conductor Bowman
(now dead). F.C. Bailey was the engineer and his brother Oliver and William Banks took turns at firing old
“Nancy.” ¶ Charles Whittlinger was engineer at the tannery. Mr. Richards was the tanner. Joe Heany was
engineer at the sawmill.
History ¶ In the spring of 1898, F.J.Hintz came here from Underhill to build a sawmill. ¶ George Clark was running a
12/13/1907 (cont) restaurant at his place. ¶ There was no watchmaker, but in the summer of 1898 Dick Mandeville opened a shop
in the old school house which stood across the road from the ward school. George Braun moved his real estate
office into it. ¶ There were but two churches here — the Catholic and the Methodist. The Catholic had no
resident pastor. Rev. Griffith was the resident pastor of the Methodist church. ¶ William Pringle had just come
here from Michigan to practice law. He was employed by the Rib Lake Mercantile Co. Hemlock logs sold for
$3.00 per 1,000 feet, delivered to the mill. ¶ The Kennedy boys, Adon, William, Bert and John E., were away
at school. ¶ Choice lands sold for $5.00 an acre. ¶ Eric Gilbertsen owned the building now owned by Eric
Dahlberg and had a shoe shop in the addition. ¶ Charles DeGroat kept boarders at his place on the hill. ¶ The
refuse from the tannery was run into the lake. ¶ A. Earnstein of Chicago was burning charcoal in his kilns. ¶
The planing mill stood near the depot.
History ¶ The butcher shop of the Rib Lake Mercantile Company was in the building on the lake shore near the wind
12/13/1907 (cont) mill, now used for a warehouse. ¶ B.J. Landaal lived in the house now owned by George Kiger. ¶ The
population of the village was estimated at about 600. The attendance in school was about 200.
Germania
The Herald publishes no less than 4 full columns in German.
Three different articles. None of local news.
Camps
"What is said to be the skidding record made thus far in this section was made in Big Jim's camp last Saturday. No mention where Big Jim's camp was or whether it was
In one day, John McDonald skidded 286 logs, scaling 24,940 feet. Singleton Nelson skidded 311 logs for
operated by the RLLC or some other. The skidding was
20,430 in the same time."
probably done with horses since horses had replaced oxen by
this time. RPR takes it that the logs were skidded to a landing
where they were decked and the calculation taken.

12/20/1907

RLLC

"The steam log hauler for the RLLC is here and the man from the factory [Phoenix Iron Works] at Eau Claire
is here with it to give it a thorough test. The machine is a few tons heavier than the one used in Medford.
Yesterday several trial runs were made on the village streets and from all appearances the machine is in good
order. James Aylesworth will run it. As soon as the logging road is in shape, the machine will start to haul."

12/20/1907

Tannery

12/20/1907
(cont)
12/27/1907

Tannery (cont)

"The officals of the US Leather Company are discussing the advisability of converting the Rib Lake tannery to
what is known as the "Union Side" tannery. The division superintendent and the architect are figuring the
probable cost of making the change. If there is any gain by it, the change will be made, as the non-acid
leather, like that manufactured at Mellen and Tomahawk, brings a higher price than acid leather. ¶ Unless the
supply of hides is received soon, the tannery will shut down in the middle of January. The men will be
employed in the yard and in making repairs. The wages will be trimmed some, but half a loaf is better than
none. Owing to the money stringency, the US Leather Company is unable to get money on a reasonable
interest, being obligated to pay all the way from 8-12% on loans of $5,000 or more. They have billions of
dollars tied up in the leather and in the process of manufacture in their numerous tanneries, but no funds with
which to buy more hides. The price of hides is way down as a consequence and there is a scarcity of leather in
this country. By shutting down their tanneries and finishing what leather there is in them, the company will
come into possession of
enough money to carry on its business without borrowing at expensive rates of interest."

Church - St. John's "Ferdinand Meyer, who is a student at the Northwestern University at Watertown, Wisconsin, is spending his
Lutheran
holiday vacation in Rib Lake at the home of his parents."

12/27/1907

Post Office

12/27/1907

History 12/27/1907

"Beginning January 1, 1908, the Rib Lake Post Office will be advanced to 3rd class, or salaried, office.
Postmaster McLennan has been looking to this change for some time. The rural route will be started on
January 2, 1908, with John Schaack as mail carrier. [Rural free delivery]. Mr. Schaack received the
appointment last week and has appointed Phillip Bonde as his alternative. We wish to state here that mail on
the route will be deposited in approved boxes only to those who will file a written request to that effect with
the postmaster at Rib Lake."
RIB LAKE WISCONSIN, A PLACE FOR OPPORTUNITY AND INVESTMENT. "Rib Lake is located
about 18 miles north of Medford, the county seat, and 6 miles east of Chelsea, on the Wisconsin Central
Railway. It is incorporated and has a population of about 1,300 of mixed nationalities, the German
predominating. ¶ It is situated on a beautiful lake. It has 4 churches -Catholic - Methodist Episcopal Lutheran and Christian. It has two nice schools. The high school is on the accredited list, and the building is
brick veneered and cost about $15,000. It has water works for fire protection, an organized fire department,
telephone exchange, municipal light system and free library. ¶ It has 4 large general stores, two hardware
stores, two clothing stores, one flour and feed store, one taylor shop, two barber shops, two livery stables, one
real estate and insurance office, two blacksmith shops, 4 hotels, one restaurant, two doctors, one dentist, one
furniture store, two millinery stores, one bakery, one drug store, two jewelers, one bank with a capital of
$25,000, one of the best opera houses in the northern part of the state, one harness shop, one photographer, one
weekly newspaper

Here is a summary of what happened. A sawyer would cut
down the tree. It would be bucked to length by the sawyer. A
swamper would cut out a rudimentary trail to the tree. A
teamster using horses would pull the logs to a landing. The
logs would be scaled and piled into a pile. ¶ At some point
logs would be loaded onto sleighs. Thirteen sleighs or more at
a time could be hauled to the mill by the steam hauler.

This small Lutheran college was originally called
Northwestern University. Shortly after 1907, it became
known as Northwestern College. It was the feeder school for
the Wisconsin Synod of the Lutheran Church. Its name of
Northwestern University created problems since it shared that
name with its much larger rival in North Illinois. ¶ I attended
Northwestern College in 1962 and 1963. At that time it had a
strong academic tradition including mandatory classes on
Saturday. Eventually the college was moved elsewhere and
the Watertown site became a preparatory school alone.

The author of this article is unidentified, leading Rusch to
believe it was written by the editor, J.J. Voemastek. It was
written in his usual succint, hard-hitting and upbeat fashion. J.
J. Voemastek was a real proponent of growth for Rib Lake and
regularly sang its praises.

12/27/1907
(cont)

12/27/1907
(cont)

12/27/1907

History and printing office. ¶ It has a large tannery, which employs about 100 men; one large sawmill which employs
12/27/1907 (cont) about 150 men; two smaller sawmills, which employ about 50 men. Rib Lake and the surrounding camps
employ 800 men, and the amoung paid for labor and material exceeds $300,000 annually. ¶ There is plenty of
work at good wages in all seasons of the year. Ten years ago hemlock bark sold for $3 a cord; logs for $2.50
per thousand board feet; ties for 17 cents; pulpwood for $1.10 a cord; stove wood for $1 a cord: cord wood for
a $1.50. Today hemlock bark is worth $6 a cord; hemlock logs $9 per thousand board feet, ties from 20 to 28
cents [unhued]; hemlock pulpwood $4 a cord; spruce pulpwood $7 a cord; stove wood $2 a cord; cord wood
$3. ¶ By this it can be seen that a settler in this vicinity can easily make a living even on the cheap, cut over
lands while clearing his land. A few years ago only merchantible saw logs were taken out. The soil is a heavy
clay loam and all kinds of small grain does well, especially timothy hay and clover, which never freezes out
and is not excelled in any part of the state. ¶ There are a number of cheese factories and creameries in
History the rural districts. Taylor County received first prize at the state fair for vegetables and shrubbery. This
12/27/1907 (cont) country is well provided with springs, streams, lakes, and drought is unknown. All the waters are well
supplied with fish, such as brook trout, black bass, pickerol, perch, sunfish and rock bass. Deer, rabbits and
birds are quite plentiful. Timber lands sell all the way from $15 to $20 per acre, and cut over lands from $7.50
to $12.50 per acre, according to location and quality of land, and can be bought on reasonable terms."
Camp 2

The Herald published a poem from Camp 2 noting
steamhauler operations to the camp. Camp 2 had no railroad
services but was dependent upon the steamhauler to transport
the logs to the RLLC mill. Part of the former ice road route to
Camp 2 is a woods road; it is on the west side of Peche Drive
1/2 mile north of Layman Road. I ran past it this morning,
July 6, 2008. The same article noted that "Little Pete"
sleighed 28 cords of tanbark on one sleighload.

1908
1/3/1908

1/3/1908

1/10/1908

Law

"Taylor County Circuit Court conveyed last Monday for the regular December session. Among the cases in
which Rib Lake people are interested are the following: August Klunder v. August Krueger. D.L. Drake and
F.M. Shaw v. Rib Lake Lumber Company. Thomas Seidel v. Frank J. Hintz. A.C. McComb v. Henry Voss.
Mary J. Schneider v. Adolf Schneider."
Railroads The Wis. Central Railway has served notice on many operators in this district that their wages will be cut up to J. J. Voemastek goes on to write that the railroad treats some
Wisconsin Central 15%. There is a possibility of walk-out. The railroads are inclined to be too arbitrary in the handling of their of their workers like convicts. The railroad's action in giving
men. Some of the employees are worked worse than slaves.
notice is an apparent reaction to the fact that new Wisconsin
law went into effect prohibiting more than an 8 hour work day
for railroad telegraph operators. The Jan. 3, 1908, article in the
Herald reported that the Wisconsin Central Railway was
discontinuing telegraph operations at the following stations
due to a lack of enough operators: Dorchester, Stetsonville,
Westboro, Fifield, Butternut, Highbridge, Iron Belt, Hurley.
The same article indicated that the Wis. Central will "fight the
law".

Konz

"The new sawmill of Stephen Konz is under roof and about all that remains to be done is to put up the
machinery, which will require but a short time. It will be one of the best planned little mills in this section and
if Mr. Konz cannot satisfy his customers with custom sawing, they will be a hard lot to please. An office is
being built south of the mill, just across the road [old STH 102]. Mr. Konz would like to have the farmers
hustle in their logs and ties, so that when he is ready to start up, the mill can run continually."

1/17/1908

RLLC

1/24/1908

J.J. Kennedy &
family

1/24/1908

Camp 2

1/24/1908
1/24/1908

1/24/1908
1/24/1908
1/31/1908

1/31/1908

1/31/1908

1/31/1908
1/31/1908

"The RLLC has let out [let go] nearly all the Austrians and their places have been taken by men from Rib Lake The best I can make of the term Austrians is that it is a
who have families."
reference to individuals from the Austro-Hungarian Empire.
This was an ethnically polyglot empire including ethnic
Germans, Hungarians and a variety of Slavic peoples. The
article goes on to note that a lack of snow forced the mill to
shut down and there was no prospect of good sleighing of
logs.
"The household goods of J.J. Kennedy were packed and shipped to Spokane this week. ¶ Mr. and Mrs.
William Kennedy and their daughter, Anna, of Abbotsford, were in Rib Lake on Monday." (emphasis added)

Note that in April and May of 1907, the Rib Lake Herald
reported that the household goods of Mr. and Mrs. J.J.
Kennedy would be packed and shipped to Coeur d'Alene,
Idaho. Why the unannounced delay in shipping these goods?
For the first time the Herald reports that goods are being
shipped to Spokane - not Coeur d'Alene. This reference is
ambiguous. It may be that Spokane was simply used as a
trans-shipment point. Or, it may mean that Mr. and Mrs. J.J.
Kennedy have decided to make Spokane their new home. Note
that the eventual obituary of Flora Kennedy said she was
buried from her home at Fifth Avenue, Spokane, Washington.
See Rib Lake Herald 2/12/1909.

FROM CAMP 2. "We are a jolly set of fellows, ¶ who work in number 2 -¶ they give us lots of grub to eat ¶
"Hauler" referred to steam hauler.
and lots of work to do. ¶ They also give us checks; ¶ to cheer our hearts you know ¶ but they don't propose to
furnish board ¶ for those who go below. ¶ We are going to stay until the spring ¶ and then we'll have a lump. ¶
for this is where we really log ¶ and we log right from the stump. ¶ We have the hauler on our line - ¶ the best
that's ever been ¶ we take 9 loads in a bunch, ¶ but have got stuck with 10. ¶ We whoop her up from 6 til 6, ¶
and then our work is done. ¶ We have our troubles just the same - ¶ some folks they think its fun." Signed J.B.
A.
"Telephone line installed to Rib Lake depot."
Previously the Rib Lake depot was served only by telegraph.

Railroads Wisconsin Central
Tannery & Roads SNOW FREE WINTER.

Church - Lutheran "In recognition of services as organist, the Lutheran Congregation [St. John's] installed electric lights in the
parsonage and paid the [electric] bill for Mrs. A.G.T. Sydow."
Businesses
Advertisement "Hard and soft coal for sale - sold in ton lots or less by Henry Voss. His coal shed and office
are north of Diesing's Livery Stable."
Camp 3
"Camp 3 of the RLLC, where about 40 men are employed, broke up on Wednesday and the men were laid off.
All the skidding was finished and there was nothing else to do. We learned that the men laid off were mostly
from the vicinity of Dorchester and no Rib Lake men were laid off."
Rib Lake - Village RIB LAKE MUNICIPAL LIGHT PLANT. "The light plant is low on firewood. It wants an increase of rates.
We think a meter rate of 8 cents per 1,000 kilowatt hours - if all customers were on a meter - would be
justifiable…"
Fire
"Last Friday a fire broke out in the lumber yard at Ogema. Three million board feet of pine and hardwood
lumber were burned. A valiant effort by local and Medford Fire Departments saved the mill. A reflection from
the fire was plainly seen at Rib Lake at 6 p.m."
Camps
"Miss Martha Monske, who has been working at Mathe's camp the last 4 months, is home on account of
sickness of her mother."
Businesses
"Stelling and Lemke set up their portable sawmill near Lake Wellington to cut lumber and shingles - started
this week."

The article notes that a terrible lack of snow is hindering log
transportation. The Rib Lake Fire Brigade flooded "Main
Street" with water to enable teams to haul bark from [Rib]
lake to the tannery. "Many hands in the bark yard were laid off
last week for want of snow and farmers cannot haul firewood,
pulpwood and logs to the market. Unless a heavy snow visits
this section soon, there will be no salvation for some loggers
this season."

2/7/1908

2/7/1908

2/7/1908
2/14/1908
2/14/1908

2/14/1908

2/14/1908

2/21/1908

2/21/1908

Physicians

"We think the people of Rib Lake in general will regret to learn that Dr. L.L. Taylor has decided to leave Rib
Lake and locate in Medford to take the practice of the late Dr. T.M. Miller. He was in Medford on that
account last Wednesday and has rented Dr. Miller's office. He intends to begin active work and his place will
be taken by Dr. Leicht of Chicago, who comes well recommended. ¶ The doctor has been identified
prominently with our village government ever since he came here. He was the first village president and
served in that capacity two terms. The year he came the Township of Rib Lake and village were under one
organization, and the township paid out something like $600 a year just for health officer's fees. Dr. Taylor, as
health officer, cut it down to $25 per annum. The doctor and his wife have made a large circle of friends in the
7 years they have lived here and the doctor abandons a large practice in this territory by going to Medford.
But he is assured the gain will be greater than the loss."
Tannery
"Insurance inspector of the US Leather Company visited local tannery and condemned the electric wiring. The
job of rewiring the entire plant was given to Superintendent Frank Rich, who is supervising Mr. Stillman, who
is doing the work."
Konz
"The Konz mill is ready to start sawing as soon as the Wis. Central Railway sends it a tie inspector."
People
"Our esteemed citizen, Jacob Kapitz, is off on a visit to his birthplace in Bohemia. He will be here again in
about 2 months."
J.J. Kennedy & "John E. Kennedy, formerly of Rib Lake, who is now engaged in lumbering with his father in Coeur d'Alene, John E. Kennedy was the eldest son of Angus B. Kennedy.
family
Idaho, was in Rib Lake yesterday afternoon on his way home from a business trip in Chicago. John is looking John E's wife was Myra J; John E. and Myra J. had a daughter,
well and reports that his family is in good health. Everybody was glad to shake his hand."
Janet Elizabeth.
RLLC
Short article noted that rains has destroyed all sleighing.
Untimely rains had either softened or melted the snow and ice
necessary for sleighing.
Politics
"A "La Follette" for president club was organized in this village Wednesday evening in the Village Hall with a
fairly large membership which is rapidly growing. The hall was comfortably filled at the appointed hour,
despite the drizzling rain, which made some parts of the street impassable. The following officers were
elected: President J.J. Voemastek, Secretary Joseph Brehm, Treasurer Charles F. Whittlinger. Resolutions
endorsing Robert M. La Follette for president of the United States were read and adopted. The qualifications
to belong to this club, which is a branch of the Taylor County La Follette Club, are that all members must be
voters in Wisconsin. Party, race or nationality have nothing to do with it. There are no fees to pay and the
expenses, if there be any, are to be met by voluntary contributions. The object of the club is to work for the
election of La Follette delegates from this congressional district to the Republican National Convention held in
Chicago on June 16."
People & Stephon "Joe Hatrey, who has been hauling pulpwood for George Braun and son, lost one of his horses on [Rib] Lake
Konz
last Monday. The team broke through the ice and while one of the horses was being rescued, the other
drowned. His loss is estimated at about $125. One of Stephen Konz' teams also broke through the ice that day
but the horses extricated themselves."
Tannery
"The John Weeks Lumber Company is shipping 1,200 cords of bark to A. Trostel and sons [tannery] in
The John Weeks Lumber Company was a major company
Milwaukee. It will take about 60 [railroad] cars to haul it."
operating in Greenwood and south of Rib Lake. RPR believes
it was headquartered in Stevens Point, Wisconsin. This is an
illustration of tan bark being shipped out of Rib Lake to
Milwaukee, which was then a center of the tanning industry. ¶
The John Weeks Lumber Company also had at least one log
drive down the Rib River.

2/21/1908

People

2/28/1908

Wolves

"Mrs. Ernest W. Czeskleba, who has been here on at visit at the home of her brother, Conductor Gray, returned
to her home in Waupaca on Tuesday."
A VICTIM OF WOLF BAIT. "Washburn, Wisconsin Feb. 20. Explosive wolf bail purchased by Sam Giles, a
farmer of Port Wayne, went off while he was examing it and one of his ears was blown away. His legs and
arms were terribly burned. ¶ The house took fire and when neighbors arrived they found Giles outside on the
snow, where he had crawled. ¶ He is in Ashland hospital and it is not thought he will recover."

2/28/1908

Spirit Lake
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Tannery
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Tannery
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"Andrew Olson is driving a team for Ed Johnson hauling pulp and ash [logs] to Rib Lake."

A major and well maintained ice road ran from Olson Lake to
Rib Lake. Portions of that ice road can still be seen in 2007.
They are best seen where they went through wetlands and
wooded swamps. There the vegetation has been slow to come
back and you can see the difference between the big trees that
lined the sides of the ice road and the largely clear area where
the ice road itself ran.

"What is said to be the largest load of bark ever hauled to the Rib Lake Tannery was brought in by John Mathe Long article under headline "US LEATHER PLANS BIG
and Company's teams last Tuesday. When put on the scales it weighed 45,000 pounds."
IMPROVEMENTS". Rusch needs to get copy.
"Mr. and Mrs. B.F. Rusch and daughter of Thorp visited Mr. and Mrs. William Seely."
They were part of the large Rusch family of Thorp; not my
relatives.
"According to the plans of F.Brownell, architect for the U.S. Leather Company, extensive improvements are to
be made on the Rib Lake Tannery next summer. That part of the plans relating to the reconstruction of the
steam plant has been approved by the head office in New York and the work ordered done at once. The old
boilers, of which there are eight and each of fifty horse power, will be replaced by four of 125 horse power
each from the Prentice tannery. The four-foot smoke stack will be replaced by one six feet in diameter. The
new boiler room will be of brick and measure fifty by seventy-five feet. In addition to this it is proposed to
build a new leach house and a concrete store room, 40 x 200 feet, for finished leather."
ONE CASE OF SMALL POX. "Roy McGinnis, who is said to have worked in one of the nearby camps, has
been taken to the pest house in the outskirts of the Village. He came into the camp and was here two days
before the health officer was notified of the man's condition. The board of health was notified immediately
and as soon as the old log house on Little Rib could secured from Mr. Marcus, who owns it, the patient was
taken there to be under surveillance until he is cured. It is supposed that several people were exposed.
Another case was reported to the health officer several days ago, but upon careful examination was found to be
a case of skin disease and not small pox. Last night Joe Scott's place was quarantined because one of the
borders, Henry Sekadlo, has broken out with the dreaded disease. Residents of this part of the state can well
remember the epidemic of small pox prevalent a few years ago in many lumber camps and it would not be
surprising if a case would appear occasionally in those old camps."
The Rib Lake Herald has gone back to its old format of
placing a variety of large ads on the front page and putting
local - Rib Lake - news on the first page. Beginning about
July, 1907 through February, 1908, the Rib Lake Herald had
international and national news on the first, second, third and
other pages. Local news was squeezed into small columns in
the very center of the paper. RPR suspects that during that
period of time the bulk of the Herald was printed someplace
else and shipped to the Village and local news was then
printed in the very center of the paper at the Rib Lake Herald
office. ¶ The conclusions I make here are not based on any
comment or statement within the Herald itself.

Railroads WILL THE WISCONSIN CENTRAL DO IT? "A petition has been circulated this week to ask the Wisconsin
Wisconsin Central Central to furnish a standard coach for its passenger service on the Rib Lake branch. About 200 signatures
were secured. The railroad commission will be notified of the action and if the railroad does not pay any
attention to the petition, the matter will taken up with the commission. The coach used on the branch at the
present time is totally unfit for service. It is too small to accommodate the traffic and does not provide the
comfort which the people pay for. It has been in commission so long that the lumber in it is rotten and the roof
leaks. Passengers must pile up in it like sardines and ladies are obliged to sit side by side with men who
smoke and chew tobacco and often times are intoxicated. The car is nothing but an advertisement of what a
railroad will do where it has no competition."
RLLC
"The steam log hauler finished its work yesterday. It logged 3 hours time in 11 weeks in which time it hauled
2,500 cords of bark and nearly 4 million feet of logs. The largest train of logs was nearly 50,000 feet.
Engineer Aylesworth thinks there is nothing like it for hauling logs."
Spirit Lake
"One horse of Patrick Cullen was badly injured Saturday. The icy logs, of which the load consisted, slid
forward onto the horse while descending a small knoll. Several stiches were put in my Mr. William Maes."

3/20/1908
3/20/1908

3/20/1908

3/27/1908

Railroads "Last Monday a freight train was wrecked between Colby and Unity and 14 cars of pulpwood from Rib Lake
Wisconsin Central were demolished."
Mud Lake
"Peter Lamberty and Anton Kauer are busy hauling lumber with a spry 4-horse team from Greenwood, near
Konz Post Office, for the new settlers. ¶ Six new settlers from Chicago are living in some vacant building on
Mr. Enders' farm near the Mud Lake School. They have bought land opposite the schoolhouse in district 4 and
are busy preparing to build homes for themselves."
Camp 2 & Steam
Hauler

Tuesday morning of last week the log hauler of the RLLC, which has been hauling logs from Camp 2 all
winter, a distance of 6 miles, hauled 13 loads of bark aggregating 150 cords. This is said to be the largest train
load of bark ever hauled by a locomotive of this kind and all persons interested, including representatives of
the Lumber Company and the Phoenix Manufacturing Company [of Eau Claire, Wis], who built the machine,
were on the ground to see the unusual spectacle. The locomotive pulled the monstrous load with wonderful
ease. Photographer Brown took a picture of the train, and although he was obligated to focus his camera
against the sun, the pictures promise to be good. We understand there is enough more timber tributary to
Camp 2 to employ a large crew and the steam hauler another season."

The reference to 13 loads of bark means that there were 13
separate sleigh loads. The sleighs were kept in line by having
their runners run in ruts cut into the ice. The ice road would
be up to 18" thick. I do not have a precise location for Camp 2.
I believe it was in section 9, Township 32 North, Range 3
East. About 1980 the late Walter "Wimpy" Wilhelms showed
me the remains of the ice road where it crossed Peche Drive.
The ice road route is still to be seen there in 2007. Next to the
ice road route is a water hole where the sprinkler could be
refilled in order to make steam in the steam hauler. This is in
the NE 1/4 - SE 1/4, Section 6, Town 32 North, Range 3 East.

Rib Lake - Town & "The caucus in the Town of Rib Lake will be held in the town hall next Tuesday at 2 o'clock. We hear that
Politics
Herman Stelling and Carl Radtke will run for side supervisors. Walter St. Clair for Chairman, Herman Henke
for assessor, John Schreiber for Treasurer and Fritz Mielke for clerk. Most of the foregoing hold office now
and their past record entitles them to reelection. Chairman William Braatz, who has held the office two terms,
says he is out of the race at this time. Walter St. Clair deserves the people's support for chairman. He has
been a resident of the town for many years and will give the taxpayers a good business administration."
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Businesses

More lumber was cut in the United States last year than in any other year in its history. The enormous amount
of 37 billion 250 million board feet was producted and the mill value of this was $651 million dollars. ¶ A
comparison of the lumber producing states show that since 1899 there have been many changes in the relative
rank. Washington, which in 1899 stood 6, now leads while Wisconsin, which 8 years ago led all others, is
now 3rd. In the same period, Oregon, Louisiana, Mississippi, Idaho and California made great strides as
lumber producing states, though, on the other hand, the amount produced in Michigan, Wisconsin, Minnesota,
Georgia, Kentucy, Tennessee, Missouri, Indiana and Ohio fell anywhere from 29 to 54%."
"Here are some figures from a lumber camp in Greenwood which give an idea as to the appetite of husky
woodsmen. There are 35 men in this crew and the cook reports that he makes each day 300 large biscuits, 150
doughnuts, 36 pies, bakes 6 quarts of dry beans, with potatoes, vegetables, etc in proportion. A large beef is
eaten every 5 days. There is nothing explained in that item of 36 pies daily for 35 men. Probably the boss gets
an extra one." source: Medford Democrat.
"Beginning with Monday, April 6, we shall establish a milk route in the Village of Rib Lake and vicinity. All
customers who want milk delivered at their homes at 5 cents a quart every morning will please to let us know."
Signed Edward Quednow, RFD, Rib Lake
"Martin Richeleau, who has been foreman of the John Mathe and Company's camp all winter, left for his home I take it that his family stayed with him in camp. Here is proof
in Greenwood today. His family will follow him tomorrow."
that even the small lumber companies sometimes had their
own camps.
"J.A. Premeau has tendered his resignation as agent on the Minneapolis Brewing Company and is succeeded
by A. Lowy. J.F.B. Thane, the traveling auditor, checked him out on Wednesday."

4/3/1908

4/3/1908 (cont)

4/3/1908

Clubs/
Organizations

Clubs/
Organizations
(cont)
Politics & Rib Lake "The following ticket was nominated at the village caucus Tuesday evening. President B.C. Rose, Trustees A.
Village
Bonneville, Hugh McMillan, John Curran. Clerk Phillip Goelz. Treasurer Charles DeGroat. Assessor Henry
Voss. Supervisor Theordore Engstrang. Justices of the Peace - George F. Braun, Bernard Hoey. Police
justice - George Clark. Constables Chris Peterson and Archie McLellan."

4/10/1908

Politics &
Greenwood

4/10/1908

Camp 5

4/10/1908

Misc.

4/17/1908

Spirit Lake &
Rusch
Railroads Wisconsin Central

4/17/1908

4/17/1908
4/17/1908

"The county camp of the Modern Woodmen of America convened in the M.W.A. Hall at 10 o'clock
Wednesday morning. The meeting was called to order by Chairman Charles Whittlinger. J.J. Voemastek was
elected secretary. ¶ When the meeting was called to order in the afternoon, but three camps were represented,
Medford, Chelsea and Rib Lake. The Medford camp was represented by neighbors August Otto, L. Carstens,
J. Allman, Chris Ziemer, William Robert and T.W. Andresen. They brought along T.W. Andresen's
alternative as it was not positively known whether Mr. Andresen had 7 men in the convention, but only 6
votes. The Chelsea camp was represented by neighbor Charles Von Haden, and the Rib Lake camp by
neighbors Charles Whittlinger, Frank Janda, J.J. Kulstad, Robert Olson and J.J. Voemastek, making a total of
12. ¶ A motion was made to instruct the delegate and his alternate to vote for a reserve fund at the state camp,
but it was lost by a vote of 4 to 8. Considering the inclemency of the weather, the attendance was good and
the neighbors from Medford and Chelsea made an impression in Rib Lake which will not be forgotten.
Harmony and good
fellowship marked their presence, and in every way they proved themselves true exponents of Wood craft."

"The following ticket was elected in the Township of Greenwood: Chairman, Thomas Brehm; Supervisors
August Jarchow, Wenzel Scheuer; Clerk, C.W. Kraus; Treasurer, Frank Rudolph; assessor, Herman Lemke;
Justices of the Peace, George Knower, Thomas Brehm; Constables, John Obowa, Peter Monheim and Jack
McClusky."
"John Evers, who has been trapping and hunting near Camp 5 all winter, has small pox and the town
authorities took care of him yesterday."
Medford from the Star and News. "Mr. Wagner, the city well driller, made a remarkable find underground
beside A.J. Perkins and Sons mill last week. When 24 feet below the surface, he was compelled to drill
through a birch tree 12-14 inches in diameter. The wood was sound and the bark nearly as hard as the interior.
There has never been any filling with dirt there since the city was established, and the tree must have been
covered a thousand years or more. All of the small bits of wood were carried away as souvenirs. The drill
passed through clay and gravel before reaching the tree. The drill is now down 80 feet in solid stone."

"Henry Machlett of Curtiss spent Sunday at William Mais' summer resort at Spirit Lake, visiting his daughter,
Mrs. William Mais [Maes]."
THE FEDERAL LIABILITY LAW. "A summary of the provisions of the Sterling Liability Law as passed by
congress is: ¶ 1. Making every common carrier by rail "while engaging in commerce" between states or
territories, liable in damages to any employee, suffering injury resulting from negligence of any other
employee, or from any defect or insufficiency in any of the equipment. ¶ 4. Providing an employee assumes no
risk by reason of violation of employer of the statute enacted for his safety, but making such violation
negligence on the part of the employer. ¶ 5. Rendering void any contract, rule or agreement by which a
common carrier seeks to exempt itself from liability.; ¶ 6. Providing that no action shall be maintained unless
begun within 2 years from the date of the accident. ¶ 8. Providing that nothing in the new law shall limit the
duty or liability of common carriers or impair the rights of their employees under previous acts on the same
subject."
Railroads - RLLC "Tony Nehiba went to Whittlesey on Monday to visit his mother and take a short vacation. He has been
running one of the RLLC's locomotives all winter. Jim Aylesworth took his place."
Clubs/
"The Royal Neighbors of America will give an Easter Leap Year Ball at the Woodmen Hall next Friday
Organizations
evening, April 24. Admission 50 cents per couple, but the tickets must be bought by the ladies. Gentlemen
will go in free. Everybody is cordially invited."

RPR speculates that the tree grew between glacial periods and
was covered following the last glaciation, the Wisconsin,
about 10-12 thousand years ago. ¶ It reminds RPR of an
episode occuring at his own homesite in Section 13, Town 32
North, Range 2 East. In 1976 I had a pond constructed in
front of my home along a small creek. The backhoe was down
4 feet into virgin soil when it came across the clear remains of
an ancient beaver dam covered by 4 feet of undisturbed earth.

4/17/1908

Agriculture &
RLLC

4/24/1908

Schools

4/24/1908 (cont)

Schools (cont)

4/24/1908

Spirit Lake

5/1/1908

Physicians & Rib
Lake - Village &
Health

5/1/1908 (cont)

5/1/1908

Physicians & Rib
Lake - Village &
Health (cont)
Library

5/1/1908

Recreation

"Many of the farmers in this vicinity are hauling lumber from the Rib Lake mills which they had cut from their It sounds like the RLLC would do custom sawing. You could
logs the past winter. There will be much building going on this summer in the rural districts."
bring your own logs to the mill, it would saw those logs and
you would then get the lumber from your own logs. How
accommodating. Certainly a sign of a specialized - smalltown operation. Frankly, I would have expected the smaller
mills like the Hintz or Mathe mills to do custom sawing, I am
surprised that an operation the size of the RLLC would bother
with this.
FIRE BURNS SCHOOL HOUSE. "What is known as the Walty or Niggemann School, in the Township of
Westboro, on the road to Chelsea, burned down Wednesday afternoon from a forest fire which surrounded it.
Miss Voemastek, who has had charge of this school since last fall, went to dinner as usual to Walty's, where
she has been boarding, and when she returned shortly before 1 o'clock, the wood shed was on fire. She
hastened for help, but as there was no water near at hand, nothing could be done to save the building. When
she went to dinner there was no sign of smoke or fire anywhere. Two of the scholars remain, as they had
brought their dinner. The origin of the fire is a mystery. It was either intentionally set or through carelessness
in the slashings west of the school house and the western wind fanned the flames through the slashing and the
dry grass and it was but a few mintues til it reached the school house. Very little was saved from the building.
The school was to have closed for the term today. The school board had a meeting yesterday and steps will be
taken to ascertain who set the slashing on fire. The loss is at least $1,500. ¶ The school house near James Lake
nearly met
the same fate the same afternoon and was saved only after a hard fight."
"William St. Clair has been appointed road commissioner in our district and has begun his duties already."

The township of Rib Lake was divided for road maintenance
into different districts. This would make sense since grading
was done by a team of horses and a district probably consisted
of a couple of miles of road.

QUARANTINED TWO PLACES. "The small pox epidemic seems to be spreading instead of diminishing in
spite of the prompt measures of the health officer and the board of health, and John Curran, who is chairman
of the board of health, has his hands full. ¶ Last Sunday the home of Mr. and Mrs. F.J. Hintz [who was then
village board president] was quarantined for small pox. One of their daughters and their nephews has it. Mr.
Hintz is out because he happened to be away from home when the house was quarantined. It was also reported
that there is a case of it at the Rib Lake House, but the health officer, Dr. Wichman, examined all inmates of
the place who were under the weather and found none afflicted with the malady. Mrs. Simon is on the sick
list. ¶ Tuesday the authorities were notified of a suspected case of small pox at McRae's Restaurant and after
making an investigation of it, the place was quarantined. James Zylestre, one of the boarders, has it and it is
said to be a severe case. ¶ Wednesday afternoon the Village marshall took a man into custody at Lee Bro's
Livery Stable on suspicion that he had small pox. He was identified as being the foreman of John Week's
Lumber Company
in their camp in Lincoln County and was on his way home. He was taken before Dr. Wichman, the health
officer, who found that the man has had the disease in the worst form and the sores were mostly healed. As he
promised to get right out, he was not detained."
"Beginning May 1, you may loan books from the drug store annex [Uphohn's Drugs] at 10 cents a week for the Here you have it. Privatizing a library.
first week, and 2 cents per day for every day after 1 week. Those who take books will be required to deposit
$1.50 as security, which will be returned at any time on giving notice that they desire to discontinue borrowing
books. The Annex contains some of the best books on the market, written by the best authors, and in case you
should want a popular book which is not in stock, it will be sent for without cost to you. That is, in our
opinion, one of the best schemes for obtaining good reading material at a nominal cost that we have ever heard
of, and the offer is the most liberal that a private individual can make."
AIRSHIP PASSES BY DORCHESTER. "An airship [airplane] passed by Dorchester last Saturday night
about 10 o'clock. Among those who saw it were Joseph Skurbeck, William Billford and George Krons. The
airship belonged to Frank Zarnardellow, who left Minneapolis at 6 o'clock the same night and was bound for
Marinette. Mr. Zarnardellow is about to enter into a contract with Mr. Skerbeck and travel with his circus this
season. It would undoubtedly prove a strong drawing card. Mr. Skerbeck received a dispatch early in the
afternoon from the gentleman stating “watch for me, will pass over or near by Dorchester tonight.” Signed
Frank Zarnardellow”. He carried a bright search light and trumpet to give a warning – Marathon County
Herald.”

5/1/1908

5/1/1908

5/1/1908

5/8/1908

Interwald

Railroads "An estimate of the pulpwood on the railroad's right-of-way for shipment to this village from [the village of]
Wisconsin Central Rib Lake places it at from 8,000-9,000 cords. There have been shipped this winter about 4,000 cords. As the
average cars holds only about 16 cords, it is readily seen that it will require a long string of [railroad] cars to
move the balance of the wood."
People & Spirit
Lake & Ole A.
Peterson

Spirit Lake

5/8/1908

Tannery

5/15/1908

5/15/1908

"Ole Peterson, our enterprising farmer in the Town of Brannon [now Town of Spirit], is building quite a big
addition to his house. When completed he will have one of the best improved farms in this vicinity."

Railroads Chicago, Illinois April 13, 1908, addressed to Mr. A. Schneider, et al, Rib Lake, Wisconsin, ¶ "Gentlemen Wisconsin Central replying to the petition received from yourself and other residents of Rib Lake asking for a standard passenger
coach on the branch train. ¶ I beg to advise that I have carefully investigated the matter and find that our
present combination car has a seating capacity of 24. While the average number of passengers does not run
anywhere near this number, I am frank to say that we do not feel that the passenger business on the branch
would warrant us in putting on this coach. Yours Truly, signed E.F. Potter, General Superintendent."

5/8/1908

5/8/1908

"Elmer Swensen of Interwald, who is operating a small sawmill in company with C.W. Kraus, the town clerk, Shingle mills were notoriously dangerous. You created a
had the misfortune last week to lose his right thumb in the shingle mill."
shingle by splitting a block of cedar. It was easy to sever your
thumb or fingers while holding the cedar block in place.

STONE ARCH BRIDGES. "Price County now has 11 stone arch bridges. They have been introduced and
built by independent contractors, principally by and through my efforts. This year I will be an independent
bidder on bridge work; steel, stone or concrete. Signed C.A. Rosander, Ogema, Wisconsin"

"The US Leather Company shipped a locomotive from Ridgeway, Pennsylvania, to Rib Lake to be used for
switching purposes and the engine arrived last week. As there is little or no work for it this season it will be
put in a shed until there is work for it."
Spirit Lake & Ole "Ole Peterson has the luck of getting all of the logs out of the west lake [Big Spirit Lake] into the east lake
A. Peterson &
[Little Spirit Lake], waiting for favorable wind to get them to the outlet."
River Drives
Sheep Ranch
"The RLLC has rented the sheep ranch of the Rib Lake Livestock Association and will pasture their horses on
it this summer. 40 head were taken there Tuesday."

Agriculture & Law "Farmers who have purchased the Economy cream separator of Sears and Roebuck have received notice that
such machines are declared an infringement, from the US Circuit Court of Appeals, and that they are
restrained from using the same. The farmers are required to break up all such machines and under penalty are
not to use them."

Pulpwood is the wood used in paper making. It was, and
some still is, shipped by rail. The loss of the pulpwood
shipping market to trucks was a major contributing factor to
the closure of the Soo Line Railroad north of Medford in
1988.
The Peterson farm stood on the west side of STH 102 one mile
north of Little Spirit Lake. Ole Peterson later converted the
farm to a golf course. The green areas of the former golf
course can still be seen in 2007. The land is now owned by
the Magnuson brothers and was planted into red pine in the
1950s.
This is the reply to the petition for a better coach to be
operated on the Wisconsin Central between Chelsea and Rib
Lake. The letter is disingenuous: The thrust of the complaint
was not about the size of the passenger car, but its squalid and
decrepit condition.
Price County did indeed have a series of beautiful stone arch
bridges. One still stands adjacent to Hwy C in the Town of
Spirit. It has been beautifully restored and maintained by the
landowner, Mr. John Vanderhoof. You can see the graceful
arched bridge from CTH C in the NE 1/4 - NW 1/4, Section
24, Town 34 North, Range 2 East. ¶ A beautiful stone arch
bridge once carried STH 102 across the outlet of Little Spirit
Lake. The bridge was torn out and replaced with a modern but far less attractive - steel and concrete structure, about
1960. A photo of the Spirit Lake stone arch bridge is
document #12000 in the Rib Lake History document CD
collection.
An economic slowdown was depressing the tannery and
lumber business at the time - hence the comment of no work
for it to do.
This may have been the last river drive on the Spirit River.

There has been no mention regarding the operation of the
sheep ranch in the Herald for the past couple of years. RPR
has the impression that the sheep ranch experiment was
unsuccessful.

5/15/1908

Fire & Camp 4

"The [forest] fire in the surrounding woods became menacing Saturday and watches had to be placed at
several points. At Camp 4, the RLLC lost 20,000 feet of logs on skids and the fire damaged some green
hardwood timber. At one time the fire came close to the village limits on the east and west sides."

The treetops and other debris left from logging created a tinder
box - especially in spring, low rain conditions. RPR concludes
that probably 99% of the Rib Lake real estate was eventually
burned by at least one wildfire. The only places that escaped
were swamps or marshes where wet conditions prevailed. To
this day one can see charcoal on the pine stumps left over
from the logging era.

5/15/1908

Entertainment

Just think of what people went to listen to before the days of
radio, TV and VCR tapes, let alone the internet.

5/15/1908

Germania

5/15/1908

Spirit Lake & St.
John's Lutheran
Church

"Barnsdale, the king manipulator of moving picture machines, will be at the opera house for two nights,
Monday and Tuesday, May 18 and 19. Among many interesting life like productions which he has with him
this time is the Passion Play, which has never been shown here and he will show it. His moving pictures are
perfect. 10, 20 and 30 cents, reserve seats sold at the drug store. ¶ The lecture on Cuba by Rev. Mark
Peckham at the opera house Tuesday evening had a pretty fair attendance, considering the inclement weather.
Mr. Peckham has lived in Cuba a number of years and held the position of principal of McLean College at
Havana. He is a good musician and entertained the audience with some fine selections on the violin to
supplement his lecture. The lecture was full of interest from start to finish."
The Herald published 3 full columns of German language text. It appeared to be fiction. It was entitled "Die
Lieblingskousine." "The dear cousin".
"No services next Sunday, May 17, the pastor officiating in a Town of Brannan Church. Signed A. Sydow,
Pastor"

5/22/1908

Agriculture &
Greenwood

George Knower was an illustrious figure. He was the owner
and operator of the Interwald store and post office located on
the east side of the Rib River 1/4 mile north of CTH C. He
was also a photographer. He was responsible for a wonderful
series of black and white photographs of log drives on the Rib
River.

5/22/1908

Library

GREENWOOD LEAVES. "Everybody is clearing and plowing and planting. Considerable dynamite has
been used on stumps and the results are very noticable and very satisfactory to the farmer and also to the eye
of the travelor. ¶ A rather dull summer seems to be coming as there does not seem to be any sign of tanbark
peeling operations and the word is going round that there will be no bark peeling this summer. ¶ Smallpox has
not been stamped out yet. Albert Kraus' house is under quarantine. Mrs. Kraus being so far the only member
attacked and reports are that she is recovering fast. These quarantined people have our sympathy. We hope
that they will soon be well again and that the board of health will waitfully watch over the public welfare.
Signed George Knower."
"The Village Clerk reported that the officers of the library board requested him to ask the Village Board for an
appropriation of $200 for library purposes for the coming year. "Moved and seconded to delay this matter
over, but that the president and clerk be and they are hereby empowered to draw an order on the treasurer not
exceeding $25 in favor of the library board in case of emergency. Carried unanimously."

Railroads "Surveyors of the Wisconsin Central Railway were in this vicinity the forepart of the week to locate some side
Wisconsin Central tracks in the woods."
& Railroads RLLC

I take this to mean that the surveyors were there to identify the
location for spurs to be built into the woods for the benefit of
the lumber company. What is interesting here is that the land
may have been owned by the lumber company. I surmise that
the RLLC felt it was worthwhile to have professional
surveying done to have the job done right.

5/22/1908

5/22/1908

Spirit Lake

In 2007 a single pastor serves both St. John's Lutheran in the
Village of Rib Lake and Zion Lutheran Church in the Town of
Spirit, formerly Town of Brannan. In 1908 it was difficult for
the pastor to have Sunday morning services in both locations
because of the difficulty of travel.

"The bridge across Spirit River was let to the lowest bidder, Simon Danielson. It will be built of concrete and See #12000 and #12219 within the CDs of Rib Lake History
is to be finished by September 1, 1908."
document and photos for photographs of this bridge.

5/22/1908

Rib Lake - village "The Village of Rib Lake has secured a dumping ground north of B.C. Rose's farm. All rubbish and
accumulations of dirt, tin cans and bottles must hereafter be taken to this dumping ground instead of being
strewn promiscuously inside of the Village limits. A sign will be put up alongside of the road to guide persons
to the place. ¶ By order of the Board of Health."

As late as the 1970s the Village had its own separate dump.
At that time it was 1 mile north of the Village limits on the
west side of CTH D. In the 1980s all municipal dumps were
closed through state legislation. Recycling and trucking of the
waste outside the county was instituted.

5/29/1908

Camp 1 & RLLC

This is an oblique reference to the operation of Camp 1. All
of the logs from Camp 1 were shipped through Athens to
Abbotsford and then by rail to Rib Lake.

"Frank Skon went to Athens on Monday to scale some lumber for the RLLC."

5/29/1908

Tax Delinquency

5/29/1908

J.J. Kennedy &
family

5/29/1908

Spirit Lake

6/5/1908

Spirit Lake &
Health

6/12/1908

Konz

6/26/1908

Agriculture

7/3/1908

7/3/1908

"Practically all of the lands offered for sale for delinquent taxes [by the county] were disposed of by the
county treasurer last Tuesday. A few undesirable village lots remain. The principal buyers were E.L.
Urquhart, Ramsey Land Company, E.F. Riley, John Corry and H.M. Koehler."

The Ramsey Land Company was the original purchaser in
1880 of lands in what was to become the Village of Rib Lake
in 1908. It was still in operation. ¶ H.M. Koehler was a land
speculator. RPR suspects that the purchasers of these lands
intended to sell them to settlers. Most land by this time had
been logged off and had no merchantible timber on it. ¶ In the
1960s there were hundreds of tax delinquent parcels owned by
the county. What eventually brought an end to widespread tax
delinquency was the regrowth of the forest and the appearance
of individuals - largely from urban areas - wanting to purchase
hunting and recreational properties. This effort was facilitated
by the construction of modern highways permitting
individuals from Milwaukee, etc, to easily and quickly get to
Taylor County. In 2007 very little land goes tax delinquent in
Taylor County.

"John S. Kennedy surprised his friends here [Rib Lake] last Friday by his sudden appearance. He hails from
Coeur d'Alene, Idaho, and will take his family with him when he returns in about 2 weeks. He says he likes
the place."

An earlier edition of the Herald in the spring of 1908 reported
that Angus Kennedy and his family were enjoying Coeur
d'Alene. Angus was a brother of J.J. Kennedy. As of May,
1908, J.J. Kennedy's whereabouts are not reported, except for
the cryptic comment that his belongings had been shipped to
Spokane, Washington.

"William Mais [sic] has had his hotel all painted and papered and now it looks nice."

The William Maes hotel stood on the southeast corner of Little
Spirit Lake. In 2007 this is the location of the public boat
landing. William's grandson, Michael Maes, continued to live
in the Village, until 2005.

"Arthur Kutts, who is a superintendent of the sawmill near Spirit Falls, is down with smallpox at his home in
Unity and his recovery is doubtful. It is supposed he contracted the disease in one of the camps near Spirit
Falls. It is said that two other hopeless cases of smallpox exist in Unity, the people are alarmed and everybody
is being vaccinated."
"The shingle mill at Konz' mill was started Wednesday morning and will run at least 2 weeks to cut the bolts Bear in mind that the typical shingle in those days was
now on hand."
wooden. Cedar shingles in 2007 are a rarity, reserved for high
class buildings. In 1908 they were the common, ubiquitous
shingles on everyone's roof.

"The Schreiner brothers are building a big barn on their farm on Section 2, Township 32, Range 2 East. It will
be 40 x 80 feet, on a stone basement 16 feet high."
Rib Lake - Village "11 saloon [taverns] licenses have been taken out in this Village for the insuing year. With but 3 exceptions, This works out to roughly 1 saloon per 100 residents.
the saloons will be under the same management. Oscar Anderson took out license instead of Phil Bonneville,
William Wells instead of William Erickson and Matt Jarush instead of Jacob Kapitz."
Schools
Letter to the editor of the Herald. "In the issue of the Herald of June 26 there appeared an item concerning the
annual school meeting to be held in this district next Monday, July 6. From the signature, I take for granted
that it was written by "One who is interested". The purport [sic] of the article is to impress upon the minds of
the voters - both male and female - that a woman, by reason of her peculiar station in the family circle, is
better qualified for member of a school board than man. This may be true in some cases, but not always. If a
businessman must sacrifice business to public duty, a woman - particularly a mother - must sacrifice time
which of right belongs to her household and her children. Therefore, the one ought to be as reluctant as the
other to sacrifice time to public duty. A woman is the guardian angel of the home, and the mother who stays
at home to do her family duties and look to the wants of her children is of greater value to the community and
the country than the mother who neglects these duties in preference to society and public office. Party
affiliations never did have any place in local public affairs, and to make believe they will have is a pipe dream.
Signed A Parent".

7/3/1908

Greenwood

"Interwald has bills out for the celebration and dance on the 4th of July. All independent excursionists are
expected to take a pleasant drive over our fine turnpikes out to the beautiful and romantic Rib River. Then a
moonlight drive home after it is all over. Come out and help us dance and celebrate and take an outing into the
country at the same time. Stop at McClusky's. Signed George Knower."

7/17/1908

Entertainment &
Roads

7/17/1908

Schools

7/24/1908

J.J. Kennedy &
family
Hintz & Hintz
Town

"Dr. Taylor was sporting around in a brand new automobile. It came from St. Louis and was unloaded the day
before. The editor had the pleasure of taking a spin in it. The machine has high wheels and solid rubber tires.
In our estimation it is the only practical automobile for this hilly country."
FACULTY OF OUR SCHOOLS. "The following are the names of the faculty for the ensuing year: F.E.
Drescher, Principal; Doris Edwards, First Assistant; Mary Gray, Second Assistant; Nellie Sickler, Grammer
Department; Anna Hull, 6th Grade; Bernice Smith, 5th Grade; Emma Danforth, 4th Grade and Principal of
Ward School; Esther Kyllow, 3rd Grade; Pearl Hewitt, Special 3rd and 4th Grade; Ruth Swan, 2nd Grade,
Nellie Dowerty, 1st Grade; Maye F. Holmberg, Kindergarten."
"Hugh Kennedy will build a concrete sidewalk in front of his home."

7/24/1908

7/24/1908

Overview 7/24/1908

7/24/1908 (cont)

Overview 7/24/1908 (cont)

7/24/1908 (cont)

Overview 7/24/1908 (cont)

7/24/1908

Agriculture

The automobile had been brought to this vicinity by train.
This appears to be the first reference to automobiles published
in the Herald.

If this is Hugh J. Kennedy, this is concrete evidence that J.J.
Kennedy's brother intended to stay in Rib Lake.
"C.T. Hintz has from 4-5 teams hauling lumber from his country mill to this village. One load scaled 3,500
The hauling probably came from Hintztown. This would be
feet. The hauling will continue for a month longer."
hauling on the roads and would demonstrate the difficulty of
hauling lumber without a railroad.
WHAT SORT OF A PLACE IS RIB LAKE? "Rib Lake is located 18 miles north of Medford and 6 miles east Here is an unsolicited plug by J.J. Voemastek, the editor of the
of Chelsea on a beautiful lake, from 1/2 to 1 mile in width and 1 1/4 miles in length. ¶ There are 10 other
Herald. He was a consistent advocate for development in Rib
lakes inside of 6 miles from Rib Lake. This vicinity is supplied with innumerable streams. The soil is a clay Lake. He energetically and eloquently touted Rib Lake.
loam, well adapted for all kinds of grain, and in vegetables, clover and timothy hay it cannot be excelled
anywhere in Wisconsin. ¶ As this part of the country is as yet not much developed in regards to farming, we
have more cheap lands to offer than in other parts of Taylor County, and yet the land is fully as good and we
have as good markets as Medford and other parts of this county. ¶ Rib Lake has 3 sawmills (one large mill
with a capacity of 100,000 feet per day), one large tannery, 4 general stores, 2 hardware stores, 3 clothing
stores, 1 flour and feed store, 1 tailor shop, 2 barbershops, 2 livery stables, 1 real estate and insurance office, 2
blacksmith shops, 4 hotels, 2 doctors, a nice opera house, 1 furniture store, 2 jewelers, 1 cigar factory, 2 meat
markets, 2 shoe stores, 11 saloons, 1 dentist, 1 drug store, 1 newspaper and printing office, 1 national bank
with a capital of
$25,000, 1 bakery, 2 milliners, 2 schools, of which one is a high school on the accredited list and cost $15,000.
There are 4 churchs - catholic, christian, lutheran and methodist. It has a free library, telephone exchange,
municipal electric lighting plant furnishing light at nearly actual cost, and water works for fire protection. Rib
Lake has a population of about 1,300, of mixed nationalities. ¶ There is a cheese factory located 3 miles east
of Rib Lake and a creamery 6 miles west of Rib Lake, where cream is delivered twice each week from most
parts in this vicinity, and so a settler can get as much for dairy products as in older settled communities. ¶
There is already one rural route leading out of Rib Lake, which covers about 25 miles, thus the settlers here are
beginning to enjoy some of the conveniences had but a short distance in the older settlements. ¶ On our
cutover lands, only the best log timber has been taken off, and in most cases there is still enough timber left to
pay for the land. We have timber, cutover and partly improved lands, all the way from 1 to 7 miles from Rib
Lake. Prices of cutover lands are from $6-$12.50 per acre, and on timber lands from $15-$20 per acre,
according
to the quantity and quality of timber, location and quality of land. ¶ The lands west and north of Rib Lake are
quite rolling, while those east and south are gently rolling, and in this part some fine farms may already be
seen. The roads in most parts are good and public schools are handily located. In most cases very reasonable
terms can be obtained on these lands."
"The man who wrestles with the cow and learns the calves to suck, who casts the corn before the swine, is now This poem is published without announcement or comment in
in greatest luck; for butters on the upper grade, veals higher than a kite, pork is climbing up the scale and beef the middle of the Rib Lake Herald.
is out of sight; eggs he gathers every day from his pollen chicken coop, are almost worth their weight in gold
and we are in the soup. His corn brings him a fancy price, it's rising every day, and he rakes in all kinds of
mon for half a load of hay. The farmer is in the saddle and when he comes to town, the rest of us by right
should go back and sit down."
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J.J. Kennedy &
family

8/14/1908

"Eugene Horton, who is at the head of the Land Department of the US Leather Company, is expected here in
the near future. ¶ Warren Horton, who is one of the officials at the head of the tannery department of the US
Leather Company, Division Superintendent J.B. Hall and H.L. Drake visited Rib Lake on Wednesday and
looked over the improvements at the tannery. We understand that much of the tannery's future activity will
depend upon Mr. Horton's report at headquarters in New York. ¶ The millwrights from Tomahawk, who have
been employed in the Rib Lake Tannery for several weeks, left for Tomahawk Saturday to begin work on the
new tannery there. The work here is practically finished. We understand that the proposed warehouse for
finished leather will not be built here, but instead, the warehouse in Medford will be built larger and finished
leather from Rib Lake will be stored there."
"6 years ago in Weber County, Utah, a farmer put his initials on a dollar bill. The next day he came to Ogden
and spent it with a merchant. Before 6 months had passed, he got the same dollar bill back. 4 times in 3 years
the bill came back to him for produce, three times he heard of it in the pockets of his neighbors. The last time
he saw the bill was 3 years ago. He sent it to a mail order house. He will never see that bill again. The dollar
bill will never pay any more school or county taxes for him, will never build or brighten any more homes in
the community. He sent it entirely out of the usefulness to himself and his neighbors when he sent it to the
mail order house."
"It is reported that John Hedrington, who held the position of foreman in Camp 5 of the RLLC the past two
seasons, died at his home in Chippewa Falls."
"Quite a number of Rib Lake boys will go west in the near future to the harvest fields. Bray Farnham and
Orrie Millard went Tuesday and Frank Janda intends to go next week."
"F.M. Shaw, general manager and treasurer of the RLLC, has a new automobile and made his first trip with it
to Rib Lake Monday. His eldest son has charge of it. It is a nice machine and spins along with very little
noise."
"Herman Ruesch [sic] is building a large addition to his home."

It is interesting to note that the tannery business was so strong
that a new tannery was under construction in Tomahawk. It
bespeaks the remaining large stands of hemlock timber
providing a vast quantity of tanbark.

"The tannery houses are being repaired. Some of them are old landmarks and in a very dilapidated condition.
The work now being put on them will make them habitable and quite comfortable."

The tannery constructed dozens of wood frame houses for its
laborers. A variety of them still stand in Rib Lake. The best
example is the block north of Fayette Avenue and west of
McComb. 6 or 7 of the tannery houses in 2007 still proudly
stand there.

"Village board proceedings. The following bills were presented and paid. #86 Hugh Kennedy, team work
$10.50."

Hugh Kennedy regularly did work for the Village of Rib Lake.
Here his work with his team of horses netted $10.50. Hugh J.
was a brother to J.J. Kennedy.

Overview THE HARD TIMES. "Rib Lake may varily say that it has not known what hard times is until now. ¶ There
8/14/1908 & RLLC never was a time in its history, that we can learn, when both the tannery and the big sawmill were shut down
for any length of time, at the same time. If one was idle, the other was busy, and most of the time these large
plants were run to full capacity and gave employment to hundreds of working men. Even in the panic of 1893
the wheels of industry in the peaceful village on the bank of the lake sung their tune merrily on and there were
more hands busy at the tannery and getting bigger pay than ever. ¶ A year ago the RLLC had about 200 men
in the camps and half as many in the sawmill and yard. The mill sawed lumber every day. Today its camps
and mill are idle and there are on its payroll only about a dozen men. In the tannery, a year ago, 100 men were
working; today their number is less than 10. The improvements made and rushed this spring, costing
thousands of dollars, are finished, but the expected orders to start up have not come. ¶ The situation has been
relieved to a great extent by the fact that the sawmills of C.T. Hintz and Stephen Konz are running, but they

J.J. Voemastek routinely complained about mail order houses.
Voemastek was a strong proponent of utilizing local
businesses.

Here is evidence that Camp 5 operated at least in the winters
of 1907, 1908 and 1906-1907.
This is a reference to a temporary trip west to work on the
grain harvests on the great plains.

I believe this is a reference to my grandfather, Herrmann
Emanuel Rusch. His home was at 746 Fayette Avenue across
from the old high school. In 2007 it is occupied by Mr. and
Mrs. Robert and Barbara Anderson. ¶ The misspelling of the
name to Ruesch came about because there were far more
Rueschs in Medford than there are Ruschs in Rib Lake. The
confusion also resulted in the change of pronunciation of the
name.

8/14/1908 (cont)

8/21/1908

8/21/1908

Overview will soon have finished their season's cut. ¶ Men who have worked here steadily for years have scattered to
8/14/1908 & RLLC the four winds to find employment, to return as soon as there is work for them. ¶ However, the outlook is not
(cont)
so gloomy, even to a pessimist. The big sawmill will start up Monday for 5 or 6 weeks run, and it is possible
that by that time the lumber market will become stronger and the mill will keep on sawing. The US Leather
Company has spent thousands of dollars on improvements on its plant, houses and grounds, which means that
they intend to get all this money back - and some besides. The RLLC has been buying large tracts of real
estate inside the village limits and has had all of its houses repaired. What better sign of their future intentions
could one ask for? ¶ After all, Rib Lake is a good place to tie to."
Entertainment
"F.M. Shaw's automobile, which is an 18 hp Ford Runabout, is a topic of conversation among owners of
machines. The machine has 4 cylinders, which makes a balanced torque on the driving mechanism. The gear
is of the "planetary" type and the drive is through the medium of a concealed and dustproof shaft and gears,
instead of the usual form of chain and sprockets. The speed can be varied at will and the lever which throws in
the driving mechanism has 3 position, forward, backward and neutral. The oiling mechanism is positive. A
Ford is said to be at the top of the list for the least expensive of maintenance."
Tannery

"The management of the tannery has been given orders to proceed with the razing of the old tannery boarding
house and the work was begun last week. When the building is dismantled, the good lumber will be used in
the building of two tenement houses on the same spot. This building is one of the landmarks of Rib Lake. It
was built by Fayette Shaw when he built his tannery here in 1890. It has ample room to acccommodate 100
borders. In those days the majority of the men employed in the then called "Wilderness" were single, and it
was a haven of refuge for the fellows who could find no other place if they did not want to batch it. The
boarding house was under the care of a boarding boss, who was hired by Mr. Shaw. 10 years ago, C.K.
Millious of Cadott, now dead, was in charge of it. The house was always full, and some more. Walter Patrick,
Hugh McMillan, John S. Kennedy, James McDonald, Tom Hanley, John Violet, John Bell, and several others
who now live here but whose names we cannot think of, boarded there."
9/4/1908
Church - St. John's THE MISSION FESTIVAL. "The Lutheran congregation of Rib Lake celebrated its annual mission fesitval
Lutheran
last Sunday in Peter Christensen's grove. The cool shade of the woods and the breeze from the lake made the
warm summer day agreeable. The congregation assembled with many friends. In the forenoon the Rev.
Theordore Hartwig of Naugart, Wisconsin, preached the mission sermon. The lutheran choir sang its best at
this service. In the afternoon, the Rev. Leonard Kirst of Tomahawk, Wisconsin, filled the pulpit. Rev. A.
Sydow, pastor of the congregation, gave a mission address in the English language. A collection was taken
during both services for the benefit of home mission work. Dinner was served at the grounds by the ladies of
the congregation."
9/11/1908
Fire
FOREST FIRES ARE RAGING-MANY TOWNS IN DANGER-SOME WIPED OUT. "Dispatches to the
daily press give accounts of destructive forest fires in Wisconsin and the Wisconsin towns near Duluth. ¶ As
we go to press a menacing fire is burning on the south bank of the lake and it looks as though all the timber in
its path is doomed. ¶ A school house at Urquhart burned down and Kline's bark and logs are a total loss. ¶ The
fire department was called out Tuesday noon to fight fire at Konz's sawmill. The shavings near the mill caught
fire from some unknown means and spread so rapidly that the mill was in danger. The prevailing dry season is
the cause of forest fires in all directions and great precaution should be used in setting fires outdoors for any
purpose whatsoever. ¶ An appeal for aid was sent in from the Rose farm Tuesday afternoon and several men
were sent out to fight the fire which was dangerously near the farm. ¶ Tuesday morning two special trains
from Stevens Point conveyed steam and fire engines to Park Falls which was in danger from forest fires. The
fire did not enter the village limits. ¶ Joe Scott lost several cords of hardwood on his farm near Chelsea and
there is a
9/11/1908 (cont)
Fire (cont)
possibility he will lose more on the land he owns east of the village, unless rain sets in soon."
9/11/1908

Greenwood

9/18/1908

Fire

This structure was on the north side of Fayette Avenue where
it junctioned with McComb.

The site of this festival was on the east shore of Rib Lake to
the south of the cemetery. ¶ My father, Herman Arthur Rusch,
told me that it was customary for individuals that had driven
their cars to the mission festival to cover the tires with burlap
in order to protect the rubber. ¶ In 2007, the site has been
subdivided and is occupied by nice lake homes.

Urquhart post office was located in the SW-SE, Section 28,
Town 32 North, Range 2 East. This is on the North side of
CTH D, 3 1/2 miles west of CTH C.

"The Weeks Lumber Company have moved their tents again out to the Jacobson place, SW-SE, Section 29,
32-3 East, and have commenced skidding."
DRY TIME STATE ORDER. "In accordance with sections 4.405 and 4.406, revised statutes of 1908, in
Note that the statutes being referred to were enacted in 1908.
force, the settlers of the town of Greenwood, Taylor County, Wisconsin, and all towns adjoining, namely
This may be the first state effort to control forest fires.
Chelsea, Rib Lake, Westboro, Medford, Browning and Goodrich, Taylor County, and to settlers in Lincoln
County adjoining the said Town of Greenwood in its eastern bounaddry: the State of Wisconsin hereby orders
you under a penalty of $100 fine for non-performance of the order, to totally put out or extinguish all woods,
brush, stump, swamp fires on your lands, or to hold same under your complete control. ¶ You are liable and
responsible for any and all damages, even to double the amount of same, which such fires may make. In dry
times, get permission from this office or your own wardens before making any such fires. Offenders who have
no money or property with which to pay fines or damages, will be imprisoned. Signed George Knower, Fire
Warden. With authority in adjoining towns, PO address Interwald, Wisconsin."
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11/6/1908

People

HANKE-MARSCHKE. "A pretty wedding took place at the German Evangelical Lutheran Church September
29 at 10 o'clock when the Rev. Arthur Sydow performed the ceremony which united as man and wife Miss
Hanke, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Herman Hanke, and Mr. Albert Marschke. The bride was supported by
Mrs. Tillie Hein and Bertha Kalk; and the groom by Ernest Hanke and Charles Knop. There was a large
attendance at the church. ¶ The customary wedding festivities were held at the home of the bride's parents,
which is just across the village boundary line east of the Village and were participated in by at least 300
guests. ¶ The Herald joins their large circle of friends in wishing them abundance of earthly blessings."
Businesses
A VOLUNTARY ASSIGNMENT. "The firm of Rousseau and Jewell made a voluntary assignment to E.C.
Getchel, cashier of the First National Bank. The firm has large accounts, outstanding, which it cannot collect
and get the money with which to pay its obligations. We understand the creditors will get about 25 cents on
the dollar. It is too bad that this firm went under, for they worked hard for the upbuilding of their business and
now their reward is nothing more than a lot of bad accounts. The assets will be determined by an inventory of
the stock and collectible accounts."
People & Tannery "F.M. Shaw and his father, Thaxter Shaw, were guests of Mr. and Mrs. George E. Hazen last Sunday. ¶ F.M.
Shaw [Fayette Shaw] was the founder of the Rib Lake Tannery."
Konz
"Mr. Konz, the sawmill man, has improvements under way at his mill which will treble the power of his steam
plant. Masons are building a foundation for a 100 horsepower tubular steam boiler to replace the 30
horsepower box boiler, and a 70 horsepower engine will replace the 30 horsepower engine. The small
machinery has already been taken out and is for sale. The large machinery will be in its place in about 30
days. ¶ Mr. Konz and Rib Lake is to be congratulated on the probable increased output of this lumber
manufacturing plant. Mr. Konz is also building a stable, 30 x 40 feet, with a combination of his logging teams,
which he intends to employ next winter."
RLLC
SAWMILL IS TO START UP. THE RIB LAKE LUMBER COMPANY WILL START LOGGING
OPERATIONS AND SAWMILL AT ONCE. "Orders have been received at the office of the RLLC to
prepare for logging and sawing hardwood all next winter. Two camps will be started at once and it is
supposed that one more will be started later, making 3 in all. ¶ The sawmill will be repaired at once and will
be ready in about two weeks. ¶ The order to start things moving has broken a long spell of quietude in local
lumbering circles and lends a healthy tone to labor and business. There is a good demand at the present time
for hardwood and it is hoped that the hemlock market will improve before the hardwood is cut out."
Tannery
"At last the order has come, although not so broad as anticipated. ¶ Orders were received by Superintendent
O.A. Olson last week to steam up and run out the stock of leather on hand at the tannery. Fires were started
under the boilers Tuesday morning and the old hands who have been working at other tanneries have been
notified to come home and take their old jobs. This is good news, indeed. ¶ It will take about 2 months to run
out the leather that is in the tannery, but it is supposed that orders to put in green hides will be received soon."
"A Republican rally will be held in Rib Lake Town Hall this evening, beginning at 8 o'clock, to which
everybody is cordially invited. Honorable John Mehl will be the principle speaker and will speak in German
and will be followed by others in English."
Agriculture &
WILL COLONIZE WILD LANDS. "An agricultural association to be known as St. James Agricultural
Camp Forest
Association, with the Rev. Fr. Trudell of Chicago at the head of it, bought the summer cottages of Stout and
Springs
Robinson at James Lake and 400 acres of cutover land will be colonized. An agricultural experimental station
is to be connected with it."
Railroads New order to station agent and operators on the Wisconsin Central was put into execution this week whereby
Wisconsin Central they have been put back on the old schedule of wages and time of employment. Section men's wages have
been raised to $1.40 for 10 hours work. ¶ The 111 passenger [railroad train] going north Tuesday afternoon
struck an Indian about a mile south of Westboro and killed him outright. The man was intoxicated and the
engineer did not see him because of the bend in the road. He worked in the lumber camp of Joseph
Trepanier."
RLLC
"The sawmill of the RLLC will be started up on the 19th and a crew of about 45 men will be employed. Only
one-half of the mill, the north side, will run."

Mrs. Sue Thums, nee Marschke, is the granddaughter of this
couple. ¶ Herman Hanke had a son George who had two sons,
Allen and Vernon. Vernon's son, Greg, in 2007 operates the
Mobil station.

The Konz sawmill stood on the SW side of the Village. In
2007 the site is occupied by the Little Rib Trailer Park. The
"sawmill man" was Stephen A. Konz.

Politics &
Germania

Politics

VILLAGE BOARD PROCEEDINGS. "The minutes of the previous session were read and approved. ¶ On
motion, the clerk was instructed to ask an accounting from B. Hoey for poll tax collected by him during 1907
and also turn over to Mr. Hoey for collection the list of delinquent poll tax payers for the year 1908, the said
Mr. Hoey to add the sum of $.75 to the amount of poll tax in each case."

In 2007 this is the site of Camp Forest Springs. The 1913
Standard Atlas shows the home of Father Trudell on the
southwest side of James Lake.

The sawmill had two primary saws. These saws were the
large saws that initially cut the logs. This permitted two
separate lines of processing to take place. One line was
supplemental to the first saw and the second line was
supplemental to the second.
The poll tax was collected from those individuals who wished
to vote. It has since been ruled unconstitutional.
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"Stephen Konz, the mill man, has bought the Werner block, in which Rousseau and Jewell's store, City Meat
Market and Dr. Braces' office are located, and took in on the deal a house on Lot 14 of Block H, McComb's
Addition. He will move the building to the extreme north boundary. The county surveyor finds that part of
the Village Hall, jail and hose tower is on Mr. Konz' land."

At this time the Village of Rib Lake has its own jail.

"Frank Poole, our enterprising furniture dealer, who took the examination for embalming last summer, has
received his license."
John Mathe
"William Pope has been engaged by the John Desert (sic) Lumber Company to run their camp and timber they The Joseph Dessert Lumber Co. was headquartered in
will cut on John Mathe and Company's lands this winter."
Mosinee, WI. It also had a mill on the Wisconsin River in
Wausau.
Railroads "The Wisconsin Central has had a pile driver here for several days to put new piles under the wooden bridge
This is a reference to Sheep Ranch Creek. After the railroad
Wisconsin Central across the creek below the depot. The work was finished Monday."
was abandoned in 1948, STH 102 was constructed on its rightof-way at this location.
Spirit Lake
"Last Tuesday afternoon fire consumed the dwelling and hotel of John Larsen at Spirit Lake, known as the
FOREST HOUSE. The fire is supposed to have started in the attic from a defective chimney. The loss is
estimated at $1,600 with $600 insurance. Mrs. Larson and three of the children were at home and took refuge
at William Mais' hotel. Practically nothing was saved and they lost heavily on wearing apparel. They are
moving into a house in this Village and have everybody's sympathy."
Camps
"The sawmill of the RLLC is expected to start up next Monday. Day and night shifts will be put on but the
north side only will run. About 50 men will find employment. The company has 3 camps in operation."
Wolves
STATE PAYS BIG ANIMAL BOUNTY..REPORT OF SECRETARY FREAR SHOWS EXPENDITURES
OF $250,000 IN 6 YEARS. DOUBLES COUNTY PREMIUM. AMOUNT PAID OUT IN 1908 LESS THAN
THAT SPENT DURING PRECEDING YEARS. MUST GUARD AGAINST SHARPERS. "Madison,
Wisconsin, Nov. 11, Wisconsin is paying larger amounts for bounties on wolves and other wild animals than
any other surrounding state, according to the statement prepared by the Secretary of State Frear. During the
past year the Department has carried on an investigation of bounties paid, requiring that in cases of uncertainty
that the scalps be sent to the Department for examination by Professor George Wagner of the University of
Wisconsin. Acting upon his request, nearly 300 supposed wolf scalps were submitted by county clerks, and
over 1/2 of those were determined by experts to belong to dogs, foxes and animals other than wolves."
J.J. Kennedy &
The Village Board at its Oct. 27 session paid H.J. Kennedy
family
$9.08 for "watching fire". Rusch takes this to mean he tended
the fire at the electric light plant or, perhaps, the Village Hall.
Rusch takes this to be a reference to J.J. Kennedy's brother,
Hugh J. Kennedy.

11/27/1908

Tannery

11/27/1908

RLLC

TANNERY ENGINE A WRECK. "Yesterday afternoon, while switching in the mill yard, the tannery engine
was wrecked and E.P. Setterlund, the engineer, had a miraculous escape from death or fatal injuries. ¶ It
occurred like this: Mr. Setterlund had come for a car of fuel for the tannery and passed under the tramway as
usual. The draw bridge was up. It is supposed that the gale which blew hard all day blew the draw bridge
down after the locomotive passed under it, and when coming back with a car of fuel the cabin was caught and
torn off. It was dusk and Mr. Setterlund could not see very well, and having passed under it just a short time
before, he did not suppose the bridge would be down. His shoulder blade was fractured and his back was
injured. As soon as the crash came the throttle lever broke off and the steam could not be shut off. He threw
the eccentric lever on the neutral point, and jumped, but either threw the lever too far forward or it did not
catch and the locomotive ran forward to the end of track and jumped off the rails. ¶ Dr. Allen dressed his
wounds and says that it will be 6 or 7 weeks until Mr. Setterlund will be out again. His many friends are glad
it is no worse."
"There is much talk of the Copper River Land Company having their hardwood milled here [Athens,
Wisconsin] instead of hauling it to Rib Lake, as was formerly arranged. This would mean steady employment
to a great many men. It would indeed seem out of place to allow such an amount of business to go through
Athens with the faculty we have at hand to compete with any in that line of business. Signed Athens Record."

The US Leather Company owned both the Rib Lake sawmill
and the Copper River Land Company. The leather company
transported its logs across the Rib River through Athens to
Abbotsford north to Chelsea and thence to Rib Lake. This
angered the citizens of Athens to see logs passing through its
city where they could have been milled.

11/20/1908

11/20/1908
(cont)
11/27/1908

Agriculture

NEW STUMP REMOVER. "John Lemke, of Interwald, was in the city Wednesday and said that he had just Removing stumps was a huge chore for the settlers.
purchased a new stump remover of William Tonne for 35 cents and stated that a Rhinelander farmer named
Noland had been using acid for clearing land of stumps with good success. ¶ He writes in the Evening
Wisconsin as follows: ¶ It may of interest to your readers to know that stumps can be removed from land at
the cost of 4 cents cash and 5 minutes labor per stump. ¶ The method which I discovered last April is as
follows: with a 2 inch auger, bore a hole perpendicularly into the stump about 2 feet. Pour into this hole 1
pint of a mixture of equal parts of nitric and sulfuric acids. Then plug the hole tightly with a plug dipped in
melted paraffin. In 30 days time stumps so treated will be a charred, pulpy mass - roots and all - and may be
spread over the soil as a fertilizer with a shovel. I have stumped 16 acres of new land in my Newbolt farm, 9
miles from Rhinelander, in this matter. ¶ It is quite likely if 4 cents or even 35 cents will char some of our
biggest stumps so that you can remove the ashes with a shovel, that there will be a "run" on the drugstores and
nitric
Agriculture (cont) and sulfuric acid and paraffin will be in great demand. Taylor County Star-News."
People

"Thomas Brehm has sold the team advertised in the Herald. Consideration $425. The team was split, one
horse was taken by John Obowa and the other by Lawrence Thums."
"The carriage in the RLLC's mill ran away Monday afternoon and John Stelling, the setter, was badly bruised.
Something connected with the controlling lever got out of order and the sawyer, Eric Dahlberg, could not stop
the carriage."
"Louis Desert, of the Desert Lumber Company, was in the Village last week. ¶ The John Weeks Lumber
Company is making preparations to ship 1800 cords of bark from this point [Rib Lake] this winter."
Arthur J. Latton, who has held the office of county superintendent of schools the past 10 years with credit to
Arthur J. Latton was also the author of "Reminiscences of
himself and the county, has resigned on account of business reasons. He is now proprietor of the Taylor
Taylor County", the first and, as of 2007, the only history of
County Star-News, one of the best newspapers in the state, and the business makes it impossible for him to
Taylor County.
attend to anything else. In his case it can be said "well done, thou faithful servant."
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People

J.B. Aylesworth, who is now running a steam log hauler and Wabeno, spent Sunday with his family in this
Village."

In 2007, the steam hauler at Wabeno stands proudly in a
protected village park. It is run every 4th of July down the city
streets. A special set of wheels have been inserted on the front
in place of the sleigh runners. It is an exact brother to the
steam hauler that ran at Rib Lake.

12/25/1908

RLLC

"C.D. Jewell had a finger caught in a bull-chain in the RLLC's mill Tuesday morning and the end of it was
torn off. The injury is painful and will require some time for it to heal."

About 1985 Vern Hanke called me. He had purchased the
land where the RLLC's mill had stood. He erected a house
there and was cleaning up the site. He pulled out of Rib Lake
the remains of the bull chain appartus that had been left in the
lake from the junking of the mill about 1950. I have a portion
of the bull chain and the bull chain apparatus at my home in
Section 13, Town 33 North, 2 East to this day. It is under roof
and some day I would love to donate it to my beloved Rib
Lake as part of an historical memorial.

12/25/1908

Entertainment &
People

"Mrs. M.A. Holden of Neenah, Wisconsin, who owns Pine Island in Rib Lake, has bought the strip of land on
the south shore of the lake from P.E. Marcus and intends to convert the island and strip of forest into a summer
resort. Her son-in-law, Mr. Waggoner, and his wife arrived from Milwaukee last week and are making
arrangements to put up some summer cottages as soon as spring comes. They expect to have a large patronage
from people in the central and southern part of the state."

As late as the 1970s, a tavern stood on the south shore of Rib
Lake known as "The Ribs". ¶ Pine Island has never had a
structure on it to the best of my knowledge. About 1970 it
was used for camping. In fact, my good friend, Gary Thums,
attempted to improve it for camping. He placed on the island
a couple of billy goats for the purpose of eating off the brush.
What he found is they were real pests when he tried to camp
there, breaking into his food and trampling down his tent.

12/25/1908

Post Office & Konz "F. Kaske, Sr., has purchased the Konz farm in Greenwood. He traded the property which he owned in the
east end of the Town of Rib Lake for it and will move upon the place as soon as Mr. [Stephen] Konz has
completed his new residence at Rib Lake. Paul Kaske will take charge of the Konz Post Office in the near
future."

12/25/1908
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J.J. Kennedy &
family

RUNNING DAY AND NIGHT. "Beginning with the last Monday night, the sawmill of the RLLC began to
operate day and night and will continue so long as logs can be hauled fast enough to supply the mill for the
day and night run. The steam log hauler will be started in a few days and the logs will come in pretty fast.
The company's payroll now amounts to about $12,000 per month and its helping influence is beginning to be
felt in all channels, especially among the businessmen."
"August Carlsen, a young Scandanavian from Minneapolis, had both bones in left leg below the knee broken
in Camp 4, of which James McDonald is foreman, last Friday. Dr. Allen set the bones and the unfortunate
man is staying at the Commercial House where he is receiving good care. He and another man were cutting
down a tree and when the tree fell it rebounded from another and the stump hit him across the leg."
NOTICE. "I have for collection accounts due the old RLLC and shall be in Rib Lake at the National Hotel
December 30, 1908, to meet all those who wish to square up their accounts without legal process. Signed
Ernest Von Briesen, Attorney at Law."
"Miss Anna [Mae] Kennedy of Abbotsford visited at the home of Mr. and Mrs. H. [Hugh] J. Kennedy Friday
and Saturday."

The Von Briesen Law Firm continues to exist in Milwaukee as
of 2007. The "old RLLC" referred to the corporation before
the 1906 US Leather Co buy-out.
Anna Mae Kennedy was one of the few Kennedys that spent
her entire life at Rib Lake. She obtained a pharmaceutical
degree and served as the druggist at the Upjohn Drug Store
into the 1950s. She died 6/18/1962 and is buried in Lakeview
Cemetery.

1909
1/1/1909
1/1/1909

1/1/1909

Politics & Rib Lake In the Township of Rib Lake, so Town Treasurer John Schreiber tells us, the lowest tax rate is 2.6%, and the
Within the Township of Rib Lake, there were various road and
- Town
highest is 4%. The tax rate varies in the different road and school districts."
school districts.
Clubs/Orders
"The Royal Neighbors of America elected the following officers at their last regular meeting: Past Oracle,
Mrs. Dulcy Eggleston. Oracle, Mrs. Mary Kennedy. Vice Oracle, Mrs. Rosa Marco. Chancellor, Mrs. Mae
Thompson. Recorder, Mrs. Julia Janda. Receiver, Miss Rose Mauch. Marshall, Miss Marie Krueger.
Intersentinel, Mrs. Mary Kotche. Outer Sentinel, Mrs. Louisa Clerf. First Manager, Jacob Miller. Second
Manager, Mrs. Katherine McDonald. Third Manager, Dulcy Eggleston. Physicians, G.C. Wichman and A.L.
Allen."
Clubs/Orders
"Dec. 15, 1908, Rib Lake Hive #56 elected the following officers: Past Lady Commander, Mary L. Timme.
Lady Commander, Helena A. DeGroat. Lady Lieutenant Commander, Ida Kemp. Lady Recordkeeper, Lera
Burmeister. Finance Auditor, Sara M. Pope. Lady Chaplain, Florence Clark. Lady Sergeant, Mathilda
Setterlund. Lady Mistress at Arms, Sara M. Pope. Lady Sentinel, Augusta Daue. Lady Picke, Betsy Talbot."

1/1/1909

RLLC

"The Dynamos in the sawmill of the RLLC have gone on strike and Joe Mauch, the mill foreman, has to
devise all sorts of schemes to get around the difficulty and keep the mill going."
"The RLLC has started its sprinklers to make ICE ROADS FOR THE STEAM LOG HAULER, which will be Today is Dec. 16, 2007; for exercise, I ran or walked with
started up in a few days." "The RLLC has ordered a 25 light dynamo from Minneapolis to be used in their
snowshoes from Timm's Hill to Camp 6. I crossed the site of
sawmill in place of the machines which were damaged recently."
the old ice road made for the steam hauler in Section 1, Town
33 North, 2 East. There is a nice sign on the Timm's Hill Trail
marking the site.

1/8/1909

RLLC

1/8/1909

Camp 5

1/8/1909

Schools

1/15/1909

RLLC

"The steam log hauler of the RLLC was sent to the woods yesterday, Bob Hess is the engineer and Kenneth
McLeod the steersman."

1/15/1909

Rusch

"Ms. Etta Radtke and Ms. Ruesch, who sew at the home for dependent children at Wauwatosa, spent the
holidays in Rib Lake and have returned."

"Dan Kapitz froze the thumb on his left hand Wednesday while going to Camp 5. At first site it looked as
though it was past recovery. It will be saved."
"The cold wave on Wednesday, which made the temperature drop to 40 DEGREES BELOW ZERO, caused a
story that a boy was taken off the lake in a freezing condition to the sawmill of the RLLC to get warm and that
he died the next day. The story has a little foundation. One of the Thone boys, who goes to school, was
crossing the lake and took shelter from the cold in this sawmill, but aside from freezing his cheeks and hands,
he is not in a serious condition. Many reports that people and children freezing their cheeks, hands and ears,
come to hand. Dr. Allen's little girl froze her cheeks and hands going to the Ward School."
The steersman was the person sitting on the front of the
machine with a large steering wheel between his legs. The
steering wheel controlled the direction of the sleigh runners in
the front of the steam hauler. It steered the machine.

1/15/1909

1/22/1909
1/22/1909
1/22/1909

1/22/1909

Hotel

A deal was closed yesterday whereby Henry Mathias, who conducted the Commercial House successfully for The Commercial Hotel was built by J.J. Kennedy and burned.
a number of years, takes possession of the Central House, which has been conducted successfully for a number The Central House [Central Hotel] in 2008 still stands at
of years and owned by Otto H. Weinkauf. Mr. Weinkauf and family will move to Wausau in the near future. Railroad and Third Street and is an apartment building.
Mr. Mathias is planning many improvements which will make the Central House one of the leading hostelries
in the county."
RLLC
"A steam boiler insurance inspector inspected the boilers of the locomotives and the loaders of the RLLC."
Camp 2
"Fred Mielke met with an accident at Camp 2 last Friday which might have made him blind. He was driving a
team which was loading and a whipple tree struck him across the right eyebrow, laying it wide open."
RLLC & Railroads Engine 1000 was taken to Abbotsford Monday night for repairs. New tires will be put on the driving wheels,
- Wisconsin Central and the engine will be given a general overhauling. As a result there was a scarcity of Copper River Company
logs at Braun Brothers and Company's mill during the first few days of this week, and the night crew was
obligated to lay off for a few days. They will, however, start up again tonight. Athens Record."
Railroads WISCONSIN CENTRAL IS SOLD. "The Wisconsin Central Railway changed ownership January 13, 1909.
Wisconsin Central The option which is a well-known broker and a not less known financier, had on a majority of the company's
capital stock, has been exercised, and the road will be turned over to the Canadian Pacific, which has
employed the two negotiators referred to. The deal - details of which will be given out officially soon guarantees the 4% dividend on the preferred issues declared by the director a few weeks ago."

The purchase of the Wisconsin Central by Canadian Pacific
would lead to the affiliation of the Wisconsin Central with the
Minneapolis, St. Paul and Sault Ste. Marie Railroad, which
was already controlled by the Canadian Pacific Railway. The
former was known as the "Soo Line".

1/22/1909

People

"Mr. Rousseau's friends will be pleased to hear that he likes his run, which is in Southern Wisconsin and
Northern Illinois. He is traveling for the Buswell Lumber Company of Buswell, Wisconsin."

Rousseau was the former general manager of the RLLC.
Before that he managed a sawmill in Chelsea. After leaving
the RLLC, he operated Rousseau and Jewell Store in Rib Lake
until 1908, when it went bankrupt.

1/29/1909

Rusch

Robert L. Rusch was my uncle and is my namesake - RPR.

1/29/1909

Greenwood

2/5/1909

Tannery

2/5/1909

J.J. Kennedy &
family

"Stephen Konz, the sawmill man, opened up his store (formerly the Rousseau and Jewell Store) to trade last
Saturday. Mrs. Konz has charge of the store. The interior has been given a coat of fresh paint and looks neat
and inviting. A large stock of goods has been ordered and is arriving daily, and in a week or so the store will
be quite well stocked up with general merchadise. Robert Ruesch [Rusch-correctly] has charge of the delivery
department."
"Weeks Lumber Company are hauling bark into Rib Lake and logs into the Rib River for the drive next
spring."
"Peter L. Peterson, who has held the position of foreman in the tannery the past 8 1/2 years, will leave for New
York next week to report at the head office of the United States Leather Company. This corporation knows
when it has a good man on its payroll and they offer him a choice of the superintendency of three tanneries in
New York state and Virginia. Mr. Peterson came here 18 years ago from Maine with Fayette Shaw, who built
the Rib Lake Tannery 18 years ago next spring, and has been connected with the tannery since. He is an
indefatigable worker and trustworthy in the management of the complex machinery and intricate departments
of a tannery. As citizens, he and his family have a high standing in the community and their probable removal
from our midst is viewed with regret."
MRS. J.J. KENNEDY IS DEAD. "Postmaster McLennan received a telegram from Spokane last Sunday
announcing the death of his sister, Mrs. John J. Kennedy, at 2 o'clock that morning. The news caused much
regret here, although it was known she has been in poor health and an invalid the past two years. She was
about 60 years old and lived here about 25 years. She was buried in Spokane Wednesday afternoon. In the
absence of further data at hand now, we shall the publish the obituary next week."

2/12/1909

J.J. Kennedy &
family

DEATH OF MRS. J.J. KENNEDY. "Mrs. John J. Kennedy, formerly Flora McLennan, who died January 31,
1909, was buried Tuesday afternoon, February 2, from her late residence, 829 Fifth Avenue, Spokane,
Washington, the Rev. H. Edward Mill officiating. ¶ The pallbearers were her three sons - Donald A., William
G. and Elbert Kennedy - Natt McDougall, John E. Kennedy and Angus Kennedy. Internment was at
Greenwood Cemetery [Washington State]. ¶ Mrs. Kennedy was born at Williamstown, Ontario, October 28,
1847. In 1868 at Oswego, New York, she married John J. Kennedy, a lumber manufacturer. They lived in
Oswego for some years and then moved to Spencer, Wisconsin, and later to Rib Lake, Wisconsin, which was
their home until they moved west, two years ago. Most of the time after coming to the northwest, Mrs.
Kennedy was an invalid. ¶ She leaves a husband and five children - Donald A., William G. and Elbert E.
Kennedy; Miss Jeanette Kennedy, all of Spokane, Mrs. Natt McDougall of Missoula, Montana, and one
grandson. ¶ When the news of the death of Mrs. Kennedy reached Rib Lake it put a shadow over our village
for, during the 24 years spent in Rib Lake, she was known and loved by everyone. Her influence was always
for good. Her thoughts always for others.

This article confirms that the tannery was established in Rib
Lake in the spring of 1891.

Flora M. McLennan married J.J. Kennedy.

2/12/1909 (cont)

2/12/1909
2/12/1909

2/19/1909

3/5/1909
3/5/1909
3/19/1909

J.J. Kennedy &
family (cont)

Her heart full of love for all. She was quiet and gentle in her ways and a good christian. She became a
member of the Baptist church when young and always remained true. The morning she left Rib Lake, she told
her friends "I will not say good-bye, but good morning". ¶ Gone in the morning; her earthy toils are ended; ¶
life duties finished; the victories won. ¶ The body worn, the life term has wended. ¶ Its way to its God, to
realms point yond the sun."
J.J. Kennedy & "Harold, the youngest son of Mr. and Mrs. Hugh J. Kennedy, while playing in the mill yard last Friday,
family
sustained a compound fracture of the left leg, and is under Dr. Wickman's care. He is doing well."
RLLC
"The RLLC recently shipped a [railroad] carload of green lumber to the pacific coast. The freight charges on
it amount close to $400. In the lot were oak, birch, soft elm, hemlock and tamarack. It is supposed the rough
lumber was for some experiment station."
Railroads WISCONSIN CENTRAL RAILWAY WILL BE LEASED TO THE "SOO" LINE. CANADIAN PACIFIC
Wisconsin Central TO GAIN DIRECT CONTROL FOR TERMINAL IN CHICAGO, TO PAY 4% DIVIDEND. "New York,
Feb. 11. Another change in the management of the Wisconsin Central Railway will probably be brought about
within a comparatively short time. ¶ The Minneapolis, St. Paul and Sault Ste. Marie Railway Company, better
known as the Soo Road, has made a proposition to lease to Wisconsin Central for a period of 99 years on a
guarantee of paying 4% annually to the holders of the preferred stock, the present holders to refrain from
voting the stock. ¶ This arrangement means that the Canadian Pacific will acquire a direct interest in the
Central, and when the proposed change is brought about, preparations will immediately be made for
transcontinental trains from Chicago to the western terminus of the Canadian Pacific. ¶ After the Soo aquires
control directly from the Wisconsin Central, it is said that work will be commenced to shorten the distance
between Chicago and Minneapolis by constructing a new line from Mukwanago, Wisconsin to Grand Rapids
[Wisconsin Rapids], Wisconsin and another from Spencer, Wisconsin, to Owen, Wisconsin, cutting off 168
miles of the present line."
Tannery
"The John Weeks Lumber Company has shipped the last of its bark from this point for the season. They had The John Weeks Lumber Company was not locally owned. It
18,000 cords.
was shipping tanbark from Rib Lake.
Konz
"The sawmill of Stephen Konz finished sawing ties Saturday having cut 25,000 [ties]. The mill is doing
custom sawing now."
Entertainment
SLOT MACHINES MUST GO. "The crews against slot machines has reached the northern towns and Rib
Lake is one of them. ¶ The Village Clerk received a bunch of notices from District Attorney Leicht to mail to
each one of the 10 saloon-keepers in this Village to take the slot machines out. As far as we are able to learn,
the order has been complied with. The next step to be taken by those who have caused the order to be made
will be to send the sheriff here to inspect the saloons and if he finds any slot machines, they will be taken out
on the street and destroyed. ¶ Rev. H.W. Thoreson gave the sheriff just 10 days in which to enforce the law."

3/19/1909

Spirit Lake &
Western Fever

3/26/1909

RLLC & Camps

3/26/1909

People

3/26/1909

Rusch

4/2/1909

Physicians

"We understand that Simon Danielson left for Wyoming Monday. Are the old settlers getting tired of the land
they first settled? Otto Olson plans to leave, too, and go to Canada in the near future. ¶ Two carloads of
shingles were shipped from the Spirit Lake mill to Marshfield by Robert Cork."
"The RLLC has broken up its logging camps and there are but a dozen men left in one of the camps. The
married men have been given places in the sawmill and the single men have been laid off."
ADDRESSES WANTED. "of persons who are intending to make their home in this county. The Taylor
County Immigration Association is willing to send them an illustrated pamphlet in either English, German or
Scandanavian, describing this county thoroughly. If you know of anyone who wishes to settle down here, put
this address on a postal card and send it to the Taylor County Immigration Association, Medford, Wisconsin."

It appears that in approximately 1907 the Taylor County
Board of Supervisors funded a Taylor County Immigration
Association. In an earlier edition of the Herald, there was a
complaint that the pamphlet produced by the Association did
not give adequate coverage to Rib Lake.

"An organization to be known as the Mellen Cedar Company has just been formed with a capital stock of
$50,000 with head offices at Superior. The company will have its yard and mills at or near Mellen. The
Village of Mellen is now the seed of operations of several large concerns and is one of the most prosperous
communities in this northern country. The businessmen over there appear to be successful hustlers when it
comes to landing industries."

RPR inserted this because it helps to explain why my uncle,
Robert Ludwig Rusch, left Rib Lake about 1910 and moved to
Mellen. Actually, he followed his brother, Oscar, who did the
same thing. Oscar Rusch operated a store in Mellen for many
years. Robert L. Rusch served as a shoe repairer. Robert L.
Rusch spent his entire life there, dying in Mellen about 1954.
Oscar Rusch went bankrupt during the Great Depression and
moved to Phelps.

"Doctors Allen and Andrea, physician and surgeon, office hours: 8-10 a.m., 1-3 p.m., 5-8 p.m., residence
phone number 4, office phone number 9, McComb Avenue, Rib Lake, Wisconsin."

This is the text of the ad.

4/2/1909

4/9/1909

4/9/1909 (cont)

4/9/1909 (cont)

4/9/1909
4/9/1909

4/16/1909

4/16/1909

Entertainment

"The Poluhni Swiss Bell Ringers are scheduled to appear at the opera house. This company comes well
recommended and in the surrounding towns have been playing to large houses. ¶ Poluhni is the man who has
been making the blindfolded fate drives in the large cities; finding anything that is hidden. The bell ringing is
of the highest order. Hedwig, the German rules, an illustrated song, always scores a hit; and C. Yount, late
from the village circus, on the slack wire, is a good entertainer. W.J. Kelley, the comedian, keeps the audience
pleased, and the moving pictures are the best that money can buy, having hand colored reels. ¶ They are
charging only 10 cents for children, 15 cents for adults and 25 cents for reserved seats. Ladies free the first
night if they come with someone holding a paid ticket. So, ladies, get your seat reserved free at the usual
place."
RLLC & People MEETS DEATH UNDER CAR. "Miss Mary Schneck, victim of sad accident. This community received an
unparalleled shock last Monday morning when Miss Mary Schneck, the young, beautiful and popular school
teacher of the Mud Lake district, was killed in the yard of the RLLC shortly after 7 o'clock in her attempt to
board the logging train. ¶ The train consisted of a long line of empty cars and started for the woods as usually.
It became stalled on Violet's hill and backed down for a new start. As it came to stop, Miss Schneck happened
along on the way to her school and stepped between the last two cars to get on for a ride. It is not known
definitely whether she succeeded in climbing up on the car and fell off or fell under in the attempt. She was
dragged a distance of 390 feet, mangled horribly and died in a few seconds. ¶ The last car was derailed and
dragged a distance of at least 1,000 feet, err the train stopped. A search for the cause would be of the lifeless
body of the girl between the rails a few yards west of the bridge across the tannery creek. ¶ The accident was
witnessed by Arthur Swenson, who happened to be nearby, and Robert Aitken, who saw it from the sawmill.
RLLC & People ¶ Her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Frank Schneck, were notified and neither tongue nor pen can describe the shock
(cont)
and grief that overwhelmed them. ¶ An inquest was held by Judge Hoey and the body placed in the care of
Undertaker Poole and later taken to the stricken home. The jury's verdict was that she came to her death
through her own attempt to ride on the car. ¶ The funeral was held at the Catholic Church Wednesday
morning at half past 9 and remains were laid to rest in the Rib Lake Cemetery. The church was filled to the
utmost capacity by citizens from all quarters of this community. Rev. Fr. Trompeter celebrated a requiem high
mass and eulogized the life and work of the deceased, speaking in English and German. The pallbears were
the Messrs. Guidose Bonneville, Herbert Curran, John McDonald, Charles Hebert, Thomas Henry Brehm and
Fred Niggemann, and a Mrs. Loretta and Marguerite Gray, Lucy Hebert, Edith Curran, Anna Seidel and Cassie
Clendenning. ¶ Mary Schneck was born at Eisenstein, Bohemia, September 18, 1890. Came to this country
with her parents in 1892; lived at Sherry, Wisconsin two years, at Athens one year and in Rib Lake the
remainder of her life.
RLLC & People Graduated from Rib Lake High School last June and the Mud Lake School, which would have been out in
(cont)
three weeks, was her first charge. She is survived by her parents, two sisters and two brothers. Her sad end
has unstrung the nerves of all and the mourning family and relatives have the sympathy of the community as a
whole. Her death is a loss to all who strived to cultivate all that is grand, noble - idealistic. Her life was a
page without a blot."
Railroads "Wisconsin Central Engine 89 is here to do the work until Ed Cooney repairs a leaky throttle on his. Ed
Wisconsin Central Duchene is running it."
J.J. Kennedy & "There was a big wedding in Abbotsford last Monday. Miss Anna C. Kennedy, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
family
William Kennedy, and niece of Mr. and Mrs. H.J. Kennedy of Rib Lake, was married at noon to Ole Olson,
Abbotsford's popular yardmaster. The ceremony was performed just a little while before the train for the south
became due and the rice deposited on the depot platform from the shower was said to have been 6 inches thick.
The bridge is well known in Rib Lake and her friends wish her and her husband a rosy connubial life and an
abundance of everything for which their hearts may yearn. Mr. and Mrs. Hugh J. Kennedy and their daughter,
Anna Mae, Mrs. E.C. Getchel, and infant son, Miss Anna Prahl and Mrs. Bernard Hoey were the guests from
Rib Lake."
Rusch
"Eddie Meyer, Joe Hoffman, Oscar Ruesch [sic] and Fred Ungerer, who are working in Mellen, were home for
Easter."
Railroads "The Wisconsin Central, it is said, will lose its name and will be known and operated as the Wisconsin
Wisconsin Central division of the Minneapolis, St. Paul and Sault Ste. Marie Railroad. ¶ The caboose, or passenger car, used
regularly on the Chelsea-Rib Lake run, has been sent to the shops for repairs and in its stead the Wisconsin
Central handed a bouquet in the shape of a freight train caboose - #18 - which has seen its best days."

William J. Kennedy and Hugh J. Kennedy were brothers of J.
J. Kennedy. Several years ago an article in the Herald
indicated that William Kennedy had moved to Abbotsford to
open a hotel. The yardmaster was in charge of the local
railroad yard.

Oscar Heinrich Rusch [9/9/1890 - 3/6/1966] was my uncle.
Note the misspelling of the name in the Rib Lake Herald.
This is a chapter in the ongoing saga of the poor passenger car
assigned to the Chelsea-Rib Lake run. Now passengers get to
sit in a standard caboose.
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Rib Lake - Town

"At the annual town meeting of the Rib Lake township the following amounts of money were levied for the
following purposes: $2,000 for highways, $800 for general fund, $300 for the poor fund, and $700 for the
bridge fund. The side supervisor's salaries were cut from $75 to $60 per annum, and the chairman's salary and
the clerk's salary remain the same, namely $75 and $150, respectively. The assessor will receive $2.50 per day
for actual service performed. ¶ At the meeting of the Town Board this week the highway commissioners were
appointed as follows: District 1, Allois Seidel; 2, Fred Erdman; 3 William St. Clair; 4 Reinhold Meilke; 5
William Tetzlaff; 6 Fred Everson; 7 August Mielke; 8 Herman Juse. The highway commissioners will receive
$3.50 per day when working with a team and $2.00 per day when working without a team."
Tannery
"Mr. Philius, the traveling auditor for the Central Pennsylvania and US Leather Companys, is here this week.
Railroads "George Meyer, one of the settlers of the Town of Brannan, [later known as Town of Spirit], was in the
Wisconsin Central Village last Friday and circulated a petition to the State Railroad Commission to cause the Wisconsin Central
to make connection with the Bradley Road and run a through train to Spirit at least once a week. He secured
the signature of nearly every businessman in the Village, more than 100 in the Town of Brannan, and besides
36 and some odd letters of complaint from the settlers. Many interested persons and businessmen subscribe
liberally to defray Mr. Meyer's expense in this connection. The hearing will be held in Madison inside of 30
days. The people in this section have been praying for this service for years, but the Wisconsin Central has
pigeonholed the matter from time to time. The Bradley people are anxious to have the train service put on."

Railroad

RAILROAD TIES GETTING SCARCE. CORPORATIONS ARE SCOURGING THE COUNTRY FOR
ADEQUATE SUPPLY. NO SUBSTITUTE FOR WOOD FOUND. "Washington D.C. That the humble
railroad tie is a most important factor in the material development of the country is a great truth that is little
understood by people outside the railroad circles. The puffing engine that speeds at the rate of a mile or more
a minute over the country is a slave to the two steel rails that insure a smooth and safe road, and these rails in
turn depend on the old fashioned wooden cross tie, which holds them in place. ¶ The country's railroads
during the last two or three years use 110 million to 150 million of sawed and hewn ties a year. The ideal tie
timber is white oak, which combines the qualities of durability, hardness, strength and close grain."
RLLC
"The night crew operating the sawmill of the RLLC was laid off Saturday. The resaw will also be shut down
and the plant will run days only and with but one crew. It is predicted that the mill will run all summer with
this reduced force. The company's price on hemlock is yet higher than that of the hemlock association, but
they furnish a better grade of lumber, which more than compensates the purchasers for the difference in price.
The hemlock market is strengthening."
Railroads "The agents of the Wisconsin Central have been officially notified of the change in the name of the road to the
Wisconsin Central "Soo Line".

Fawn Valley
Greenwood &
River Drives
Greenwood

"Carl Kalk and Carl Ziemke are working at Hintz' mill in Hintztown."
"The [Rib River] drive went out successfully. The John Weeks Lumber Company are now done with their
logging operations at this point. Who comes next."
"Kraus and Swenson's mill is running, Kiger's mill is running and Louis Haese's mill has been running and has
finished cutting stock."

The auditor scrutinized the books of the Rib Lake Tannery and
RLLC - both owned by the U.S. Leather Company.

What Meyer is petitioning for is for train service between Rib
Lake and Tomahawk by way of Spirit Falls. William
Bradley's railroad, the Tomahawk, Marinette and Western, had
already extended eastward through Spirit Falls. The Rib Lake
line had been extended eastward from Rib Lake and connected
with that line. It is uncertain at this point whether or not the
line between Spirit Falls and Rib Lake was a common carrier
requiring service to be provided on a regular basis to all, or, in
the alternative, was it merely a logging railroad, namely, the
private logging railroad of the RLLC. That is the $64,000
question.

This article puts in perspective why so many railroad ties were
obtained from and/or milled in Rib Lake.

Hemlock was the major product of the RLLC at that time.

Technically speaking, the Wisconsin Central Railway was
leased to the Soo Line. The Wisconsin Central remained an
independent corporate entity until 1962. At that time it lost its
identity and was fully merged into the Soo Line. Soo Line is a
popular name for the Minneapolis, St. Paul and Sault Ste.
Marie Railroad. ¶ In 1985 the Soo Line purchased the
Milwaukee Road. About 1990, the Soo Line lost its
independence entirely and was fully absorbed within the
Canadian Pacific. ¶ As noted from articles from 1908 in the
Herald, the Canadian Pacific owned the majority of the stock
in the Wisconsin Central and Soo Line.

This is a reference to the log drive on the Rib River conducted
by the John Weeks Lumber Company.
Here is evidence of three small mills running simultaneously
in the Town of Greenwood. This is typical of what was
occuring throughout the countryside, small Mom and Pop type
sawmills cutting.
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"L.A. Rousseau has secured the position of traveling salesman for the Wright Lumber Company of Merrill and L.A. Rousseau had a long and varied career. We first heard of
left for that place on Monday."
him as the owner of a mill in Chelsea, he then became the
manager of the Rib Lake Lumber Company, he then went into
business with a Mr. Jewell and ran a major department store in
Rib Lake and has now moved on to the Wright Lumber
Company.
"The windmill of the RLLC is being repaired. Wind blew it down the other day and the wheel was
demolished."

The Herald has not given us any prior information regarding
the purpose and erection of the windmill. I assume it pumped
water to the mill from which steam was made. The windmill
stood on the lake shore near the junction of Main and Railroad
Streets.

Railroads "Last Monday a new train schedule went into effect on the Soo. On the Rib Lake branch the morning trains
Wisconsin Central are the same, but afternoon trains leave a half hour later, or 2:45, and arrive a half hour later, or at 4:20. Every
time a change has been made in the train time in recent years, it has been for the worse. The public need not
look for improvement or favors from the combination now known as the "Soo Road". Passenger trains 5 and
6, which for the last 20 years have run between Chicago and Eau Claire, now run only as far as Stevens Point.
Superintendent A.J. Van Valkenburg has been transferred to Abbotsford to take the place of Superintendent O.
W. Johnstone, who will be sent to another part of the system."
People
BECOME NATURALIZED. At the last general election held last fall, the voters of the state passed an
amendment which will, after 1912, prohibit all persons who have not secured full naturalization papers from
voting. It is expected that the large number of voters who will be deprived of their right of suffrage after 1912
will take steps, before that time, to become qualified to vote at that election. ¶ Three races will be permitted to
become citizens of the United States - free white persons, Indians and those of African descent. Anarchists
and polygamists will be barred the rights of citizenship. ¶ All persons becoming naturalized must, under the
law of 1908, be able to write their full name and speak the English language."
People & Germania "The Wisconsin State Immigration Commission is doing good work in boosting the lands in Northern
Wisconsin and inducing prospective home settlers to settle here. Pamphlets have been issued explaining
Wisconsin's resources and opportunities in the English, German, Polish, Bohemian and Norwegian languages."
Tannery
"The US Leather Company sent several teams to Mosinee last Monday to be used in the bark camps near there The Upham Lumber Company was named for its founder,
this summer. Hugh McMillan and Jim Hannifin drove down with the teams. The bark which is to be peeled is Wisconsin Civil War Veteran and Governor, William Henry
on timber acquired from the Upham Manufacturing Company and will be shipped to the tannery at Wausau. A Upham, of Marshfield.
carload of camp equipment was shipped from here to Mosinee on Wednesday."
RLLC & People

"Fayette M. Shaw, who has held the important office of general manager, and treasurer of the RLLC since it
was absorbed by the Central Pennsylvania Leather Company, and who has held important positions of trust
with the US Leather Company the past 8 years, has tendered his resignation and will go into buisness for
himself. The people of Rib Lake and the county in general regret to learn of his actions and intention to leave
this section of the country for he has been a prominent figure in business and public affairs for the past 20
years. Who his successor will be is not known at the present. We assure Mr. Shaw that the people of Rib
Lake will always have a warm spot for him in their hearts and wish him unbounded success in all his future
undertakings."
Railroads - RLLC "Edward Schultz, a civil engineer from Veefkind, who has been employed on several occasions by the RLLC
to do their surveying, arrived here this week and has gone to the woods with a crew of men to locate a stretch
of railroad for the company in the direction of Merrill. It is believed that at least part of the proposed new road
will be built this summer."

5/28/1909

People & Place
Names

6/4/1909

Tannery

This is the beginning of a major new line that was to run from
a new junction to be built in section 22 , Township 33, Range
3 East. At that point the existing railroad ran northwesterly to
Wood Lake. The new line would run southeasterly into
Lincoln County and then south to the Marathon County line.
It was this new line which was in operation until the end of
service in 1948.

"Eugene Duchene of Westboro, a brother of Ed Duchene of this village, died Saturday night after a prolonged
illness. Deceased had lived in Westboro for years and was a respected and influential citizen of the
community. The surviving family and relatives have the sympathy of the community."

Is this man and his family responsible for "Duchien Lake",
located in Section 20, Township 33 North, Range 2 East? The
1913 plat book shows the landowner as J. Duchane.

"Photographer Brown has been making some special views of the Rib Lake Tannery for the United States
Leather Company."

Wouldn't it be great if research would uncover those
photographs in someone's vault?

6/4/1909

6/11/1909

6/11/1909
6/18/1909

Church - St. Ann's "An unusually large crowd attended high mass at St. Anna's Church Sunday, there being no services at Rib
Anna is German for Ann.
Lake. ¶ The feast of Corpus Christi, June 10, will again be celebrated with the usual devotions and procession
at St. Anna Church. After services a dinner will be given by the altar society. The Greenwood Brass Band
will furnish music."
Spirit Lake &
"W.R. Wallace and ye editor [J.J. Voemastek] spent Saturday afternoon at Spirit Lake fishing and ate supper at
Camps - Bank & O.A. Peterson's camps on the south shore of the second lake [Big Spirit]. There are 8 or 10 "bark savages" in
Ole A. Peterson the camp at the present time and the "chuck" is better than some dollar a day hotels provide. Mr. Peterson
believes in giving the men plenty to eat and employs an expert cook. He owns a nice farm across the lake in
Price County, has a gasoline launch, and a few years ago bought about 1,000 acres of land around the lakes
and is coming out all right. Almost forgot to say that the cooking was so good that Mr. Wallace was first done
eating and the boys said he must kiss the lady cook, etc, etc. He just winked the other eye. Ask him."
Railroads Wisconsin Central
Spirit Lake &
Roads

6/25/1909

Hintz Town

6/25/1909

RLLC & People

6/25/1909

People

6/25/1909

Greenwood &
People

7/2/1909

Railroads Wisconsin Central
Clubs/Orders & Rib
Lake Fish & Game
Assoc.

7/2/1909

"The railroad hearing of George F. Meyer v. Wisconsin Central, et al, has been adjourned from June 8 to June
21 at 10:00 a.m."
"Ten years has wrought a wonderful change in this locality, which is most noticable in the direction of Spirit
Lake. Ten years ago it was impossible to drive through to Spirit Lake in the summertime. Now the traveler
has a good road to travel on and the brush on the banks has given place to dwellings and a large modern
summer resort conducted and owned by William Mais. It's only a few years since camping and fishing parties
to these picturesque lakes were obliged to load themselves down with provisions. Now they can secure meals
and lodging in the comfortable rooms of this hotel."
"There will be a 4th of July dance at the Hintz Town on Trout Stream, in the Town of Rib Lake, Sunday, July
4. The Stelling orchestra will furnish the music. Wheelbarrow, foot and sack races and a tug of war between
the farmers of the towns of Rib Lake and Greenwood and fireworks in the evening will furnish plenty of
amusements."

"It has been announced officially that State Senator J.A. Wright of Merrill will succeed F.M. Shaw as manager
and treasurer of the RLLC, the change taking place on the 1st of July. Senator Wright has been in the
lumbering business for years and is associated with the lumbering firm of Wright Brothers of Merrill. The
officials of the Central Pennsylvania Leather Company, which controls the US Leather Company and the
RLLC, are rather particular who works for them in the high salaried positions and their choice of Mr. Wright
for this important and responsible position means that he is the best man they can get to fill the post. Although
it is not probable that Mr. Wright will live here, we have heard it said that it is not all together impossible, and
Rib Lake people would be delighted if he should decide to become one of our citizens."
"A very pretty June wedding was celebrated at the home of Mr. and Mrs. W.P. Smith of Chelsea June 23. The
Rev. W.F. Grandy of Rib Lake officiating. In the presence of many friends, Mr. William C. Wedeking of
Abbotsford and Miss Cora Smith of Chelsea were united in the bonds of matrimony."
"Lawrence Obowa made a trip to Abbotsford. John Obowa erected the stone foundation for Joseph Probst's
barn, which was raised Wednesday. ¶ Frank Wudi, who has been teaching in district 2, closed his school
Monday. He has had 45 pupils enrolled. ¶ Lawrence Thums, with his teams, is working on the Obenhofer
Road, near Chelsea. He has 60 rods of new road to make. ¶ Town Chairman Robert Klemm went to
Westboro Wednesday. ¶ Joseph Wudi is giving his house a new coat of paint."
"The hearing of George Meyer v. Wisconsin Central, et al, which was argued before the Railroad Commission,
has been postponed indefinitely."
A rod and gun club was organized in this Village last week with a membership of 25. A meeting was
scheduled for last night for the purpose of electing officers and perfecting the organization. The object of the
club is to promote marksmanship and to protect the game. Regular practice meetings will be held during the
summer months. Good things simply push it along!"

Hintz Town is named for C.T. Hintz, who operated a sawmill
at the site. This appears to be the first time in the Herald
where it was referred to as Hintz Town. ¶ Hintz Town was
located along the west section line of Section 16, Town 32
North, Range 3 East. C.T. Hintz had a log mill pond formed
by damming the Wood River in the NW of the NW, Section
16.
The Herald claims the Central Pennsylvania leather Co. owns
the US Leather Co.

It is fascinating to note that the descendants of these families
still live and flourish in the same township.

7/9/1909

7/9/1909

7/16/1909

7/23/1909
7/30/1909

Spirit Lake

"Reports of great catches of fish come from Spirit Lake. F.H. Ellison and one of the Johnson boys caught 80
pounds of fish Monday and Frank Thomas and William Wagner made a big catch there Wednesday. Several
large pickerol, one weighing over 15 pounds, were caught there this season. The Spirit Lake (or lakes) being
the largest body of water in this section, will continue to hold the record for good fishing. ¶ It is a nice place
to spend the day, and for camping better grounds and surroundings cannot be found. Everything is so
convenient there since William Mais [sic] built that summer resort. Those who have not the time to bother
with hauling tents and supplies that distance can put up at the hotel where first class accommodations can be
had at reasonable rates. The hotel is large, commodious and handy to the fishing places. There is a bar in
connection which in no way interferes with the guests, but is handy for those who want refreshments fresh
from the ice. Mr. Mais is very accommodating and with the assistance of his wife, who is an excellent cook
and housekeeper, the place is like a home to all."
John Mathe & Law SHERIFF'S SALE. "By virtue of four executions issued out of the circuit court for Taylor County and to me
directed and delivered, I have levied on and taken all the right, title and interest to John Mathe of, in and to the
following property, to wit: 5 lumber wagons with racks; 3 logging sleighs with 7 foot bunks; 1 supply sleigh
with 4 foot bunks; 1 horse barn; 1 sleeping shanty, 1 dump cart sled; 13 sets of 7 foot logging sleighs; 3 sleigh
racks; 1 ice road water tank; 1 log jammer; 1 steel range, located on the N 1/2 - SW 1/4, of the NW 1/4,
Section 27, Town 33, Range 2 East, which I shall expose to sale at public vendue, [sic] as the law directs, on
the 23rd day of July, 1909, at 10 o'clock on the forenoon in the Village of Rib Lake in said county. signed
Fred P. Winther, Sheriff."
J.J. Kennedy & "Mr. and Mrs. Adon Allard and their guests, Mrs. John E. Kennedy, and children of Coeur d'Alene, Idaho,
family
drove to Westboro Sunday and spent the day with Mr. and Mrs. Fitze. Mrs. Kennedy came here last week for
a short visit and left for Spencer, where her folks live, and from there she will return to her present home in
Spokane. She reports that her husband is quite well and very busy and that Mr. and Mrs. Angus Kennedy are
in good health."
Interwald
"The Meyer Brothers of Interwald, who own and operate a sawmill at that place, were in the Village Monday
on business. Their mill has the capacity of 40,000 lath and 10,000 feet of lumber per day."
Agriculture &
"Gottlieb Wittke has built 4 barns this summer. The 5th one is waiting for him. Of course we are not going to
Greenwood
tell where the job is before he gets to work on it. Gottlieb says he has more work to do than he can finish in
100 years. He says he is an old man, but when he hears "barn" "build" he grows frisky and gets busy right
away."

Railroads - RLLC "The engine run by Engineer Cooney, better known as the "3-Spot", has been painted and cleaned and looks
like new."
8/20/1909
Tannery & US
TANNERY IS TO START UP. ORDERS RECEIVED MONDAY TO STEAM UP AT ONCE. "The
Leather Co
expected has happened. Superintendent O.A. Olson received a telephone message Monday morning from
Division Superintendent J.B. Hall of Wausau to take the necessary steps at once towards the immediate
resumption of operations in the Rib Lake Tannery. The news spread through the village in the forenoon and
the beaming faces of our citizens showed that the cloud had lifted. ¶ Already last Saturday there was
something mysterious in the actions of some of the officials of the RLLC which was construed as a good
omen, and when the company's carpenters were given orders to build some cars for hauling "hog feed", there
was an inkling as to the nature of the mystery. The "hog feed" is used for fuel at the tannery. ¶ Resumption of
work at the tannery does not mean that the full force of men will be employed at once. It is supposed that a
supply of hides is on the road from the seaboard and about 90 days will transpire from the time the hides arrive
to the time when all the departments of the tannery are in operation. In a few days the boilers will be steamed
up and the
8/20/1909 (cont)
Tannery & US
machinery tried out. Immense sums of money have been spent on improving the plant within the last three
Leather Co (cont) years and it is supposed that now it is in such condition that it can be operated with maximum efficiency. ¶
The US Leather Company is now paying $6.50 a cord for bark delivered at the tannery. This is the highest
price ever paid for hemlock bark in this community by this concern and will encourage the whole market. ¶
We are informed that the Medford tannery will not start up at present."

William Maes was the proprietor of the Spirit Lake Resort.

John Mathe's sawmill in the Village of Rib Lake had
experienced a disastrous fire about a year before. ¶ The legal
description is on the west side of the Village - just west of the
Village boundary.

Why did the editor not include anything regarding Mr. J.J.
Kennedy?

In 2007 there are less than 10 operating dairy farms in the
Town of Rib Lake. Large wooden barns built in the past are
neglected. Many have fallen down and most no longer see
productive use and maintenance.

8/6/1909

8/20/1909

RLLC

8/27/1909

Post Office

"James A. Wright, General Manager and Treasurer of the RLLC, came over from Merrill Saturday in his 90
horsepower Pierce-Arrow and was at the office of the company the greater part of the day. Made the pleasure
of making his acquaintance. Mr. Wright is a very busy man but always finds time to look pleasant and wait on
those who have business with him."
"Walter House and Alfred Simerson were here [St. Anna, Greenwood] this week soliciting signatures for a
proposed rural route to start from Chelsea and pass through Whittlesey, Urquhart, Interwald, Konz and
Brehm."

Hog feed was the term used for waste wood, including
sawdust. The huge sawmill had a chipping device that ground
up slabs and other waste lumber. After the material had been
run through the chipper it was called "hog feed". ¶ Hog feed
would be loaded into railroad cars and shipped by rail from the
sawmill to the tannery. The boilers at both the lumber
company and the tannery were kept going by burning hog
feed.

9/10/1909

Tannery

9/17/1909

Hintz Town

9/24/1909

Tannery

10/1/1909

10/1/1909

7,000 HIDES ON THE WAY. "Superintendent O.A. Olson has been notified there are 7,000 hides in route
from New York to Rib Lake. This number fills about 10 cars. The usual time for freight to arrive from New
York is two weeks. The tannery holds 30,000 hides, so this consignment is 1/4 of the capacity, but it is
enough to start on."
"C.T. Hintz is building his stone foundation of a large barn, 40 x 100, at Hintz Town."

"Division Superintendent J.B. Hall is in the Village this week to look at what is going on at the tannery and is
well pleased with the progress being made in getting the department in operation. He is confident the tannery
will not be shut down again for such a length of time for some years. The unhairing machine and the fleshing
machine were started yesterday."
Railroads SOO LINE ORDERED TO RUN TO SPIRIT FALLS. "Madison, Wisconsin, Sept. 28 [Special] - on
This Wisconsin Commission ruled the Rib Lake-Spirit Falls
Wisconsin Central complaint of George F. Meyer, of the Town of Brannan, the Railroad Rate Commission has ordered the
railroad was a common carrier and not a private logging line.
& Railroads Wisconsin Central and its successor, the Soo Road, to operate not less than one train a day each week between
RLLC
Rib Lake and Spirit Falls and to give proper notice of the running of the train. Meyer set forth that this road
was operated as a common carrier in 1908 but that since then it has not been used. The railroad company put
the defense that it was a private logging road, which the Rate Commission did not recognize."

10/8/1909

Tannery & RLLC LEATHER COMPANIES MERGE. "New York, Sept. 24 - The stockholders of the United States Leather
Company and the Central Leather Company at a meeting in Jersey City today voted in favor of the merging of
the two companies. ¶ The new corporation will be known as the Central Leather Company. ¶ The people of
Rib Lake and vicinity are directly interested in this deal because the above-named company owns the tannery
and sawmill in this village. The merging of the two companies will tend to reduce running expenses and do
away with a lot of red tape." (emphasis added)
Tannery & RLLC "W.B. Patrick, the walking boss of the RLLC, was in Michigan last week and the week before to look over
some of the US Leather Company's timber and land."
Businesses & River "The manager of the Wausau Lumber Company and his walking boss and his scaler were in the Village last
Drives
week with an automobile to see William Braatz on business. They closed a deal with him for 600,000 feet of
hemlock to be skidded on the banks of Rib River this winter."
Spirit Lake &
"Ole Peterson started [a] camp across the lake this week. Among the men working there are George Meyer,
Camps & Ole A. Guy Hogan, Andrew Olson, Edgar Nelson and others. ¶ Ole Peterson took 2 horses to his camp Thursday.
Peterson
Friday morning one of them was found dead in the barn."
RLLC
"Although not given out officially, it looks as though the mill of the RLLC will run on hardwood all winter."

10/8/1909

Konz & Businesses [Advertisement on front page] "We pay the highest market price for ground pine, Stephen Konz"

10/1/1909
10/1/1909

10/1/1909

10/29/1909

10/29/1909

Can anyone locate that foundation and thereby determine the
exact location of Hintz Town?

RLLC

"The RLLC will have water pipes laid from their windmill pump to their barn."

The 1913 plat book shows the Rib Lake Tannery was owned
by the Union Tanning Company.

I take it this was peeled hemlock that would be floated down
the Rib River to a sawmill.
I believe the camp was located on Spirit Point on Big Spirit
Lake.
Hardwood is a term referring to deciduous trees as distinct
from hemlock and pine and other conifers.
The Herald reported "engine 4560, one of the largest engines
the Soo people have, will be sent to Chelsea some day next
week to take a train of ground pine to Chicago."
The RLLC owned and operated a large barn on the north edge
of the Village. It stood immediately to the east of the present
Rib Lake High School. The barn provided shelter for the
many horses used in the mill yard.

Railroads "A rehearing is to be held at Madison in the case of George F. Meyer v. RLLC and the Wisconsin Central
Wisconsin Central Railway company, concerning the railroad between Rib Lake and Spirit. It is expected the Mr. Meyer will be
& Railroads represented by District Attorney Parkinson of Phillips."
RLLC

10/29/1909

RLLC & Fawn
Valley

"The RLLC scaler Robert Olson is driving throughout the country buying logs." "It is rumored that the RLLC
is comtemplating buying logs on their steam hauler road, from farmers providing they can get a number large
enough to make it profitable to use their steam hauler. As there are still a great many people in this vicinity
that have logs for sale, this would be a great convenience to them."

This demonstrates that the RLLC was soliciting logs from
farmers and other small landowners, not depending solely on
their vast tracts of real estate.

11/5/1909

Western Fever

"R.P. Brown and James Downs got their numbers last week and each one is entitled to pick 160 acres of land
in the Cheyenne and Standing Rock Reservation in the Dakotas."

The US government had decided to break their treaties with
the Native Americans and open their reservations to white
settlement.

11/5/1909

Fawn Valley

"There was a rousing surprise party at Albert Knop's place Sunday afternoon and evening."

11/5/1909

Spirit Lake &
Camps & Ole A.
Peterson

"Ferdinand Peterson and George Meyer have just finished a neat job of plastering at Peterson's camp. They
are ready for more work. If you want any plastering done look at their job before hiring a man to do the work.
Besides, you are sure to get a good meal and have a good time if you go to the camp.¶ Ole Peterson threatens
to fill the lake with logs this winter. The skaters will get after you, Ole."

11/19/1909

"John S. Kennedy, who is employed at Wells, Michigan, was home Sunday to visit his family."

11/26/1909

J.J. Kennedy &
family
Spirit Lake

11/26/1909

Tannery

11/26/1909

People & Fire

11/26/1909
(cont)

People & Fire
(cont)

11/26/1909
(cont)

People & Fire
(cont)

Albert Knop, also known in German as Meister Knop, was my
step-grandfather. His farm was located 3/4 mile north of the
junction of the present STH 102 and HWY C on the east side
of HWY C; the SW 1/4 - NW 1/4, Section 19, Town 33 North,
Range 3 East. ¶ In 1912 my grandfather, Herrmann Emanuel
Rusch, died. His wife, Ida Rusch, nee Lange, later married
Albert Knop, who was a widower.

"George Lee, who has charge of Pollard's mill at Spirit Lake, went to Marshfield Wednesday to spend
Thanksgiving with his family. Mr. Lee told a representative of the Herald that the mill will run sometime in
January, mostly on hardwood. ¶ Miss Rose Wagner, who teaches at the Spirit Lake School, and one of her
pupils, Albert Swanson, went to Medford to her home for Thanksgiving Wednesday."
"The tannery has received a large consignment of dry hides from South America and new hide machines are
being installed for working them. These hides are cured in the sun, without salt, and are very hard and brittle,
therefore require different handling and machinery than the ordinary hides."
COMMUNICATED "Editor, the Herald: "It seems to me it would be of interest to the people to have the
following published: ¶ During the extremely dry spell which scared the people all around, I have often
wondered why there was nothing done by our fire wardens to prevent the spreading out of destructive timber
fires, well in mind of people since last year. I felt it my duty to raise a kick with that old fellow who was
appointed first, and who advised the State Forester there should be two fire wardens for the Town of Rib Lake,
the territory being so large, it could not be successfully administered in times of danger by one warden. But,
instead of answer, he told me this little story: When in 1870 France had the war declared against Germany,
old King William was in great sorrow, knowing that the old field Marshall Moltke was sick in bed. He studied
who should lay out the plan for the war. Downhearted, he visited the General in his sick room and expressed
his grief. But Moltke pointed to his desk and said: "Pull out drawer #3 and you will find it." How perfectly it
worked Napolean soon got an idea of. ¶ What the old beggar meant by that I learned as the fire crossed over
from
Section 20, Town of Greenwood, into Rib Lake territory, Section 17, at about 3 o'clock in the afternoon
Thursday, and he received a wireless message shortly after 4 and took the fellow, who let the fire escape, in
cross examination the same night, although he had to walk 7 miles to get there. His report was waiting next
morning at 5 o'clock in the mail box, to be taken to Madison. Then he went out to inspect the fire line, figure
out how many hands he had, and take breakfast at Hintz's mill. After that, alarm was blown and the Grand
Army marched out. Ernest Guse, Will Jonas and the warden. ¶ This put me in mind of another occurence
which happened in the war of 70, when Count Zeppeln, inventor of the air ship which bears with name, with 3
hussars took the French city of Saargemund. When I asked him "How are you going to hold a half mile fire
line with 3 men?" He told me, "I take a little human brain to assist, if necessary, and some sweat." (drawing
while chopping a burning rampike down in smoke and hot ashes.) I suppose he knew what he was saying, for
he couldn't return home at 8 o'clock that night to sleep sound solid, or he had a man there next day watching
the fire, on whom he
could depend, Willy Jonas, singing "the Watch on the Rhine". ¶ I demanded an explanation why he did not
forbid the setting of fire sooner and here is his answer: "The same as the Germans claim, that it was the
German teacher and not the army who won the war." Do I believe it will be the Wisconsin teacher who kills
the forest fires? First, fire wardens should be appointed who have the brains in the space which is filled with
straw in others. Do you think it does any good if I would be hopping around like a jumping jack, all the time
hollering fire, fire, all over the country? I do not believe in the Russian Czar and the Russian whip. As long
as the people show and act like men, that they are careful, treat them like men. That is the most important side
in the office of the warden, that he understands the law and acts accordingly. It says plainly, "the settlers must
have a chance to burn their trash, but any man responsible for his fire anyhow, whenever notices are posted or
not, and he and will be fined if he damages others, but if notices are posted necessarily, I believe a good
lawyer would easily acquit a settler when I fine him for burning. For the law says, "When notices are posted,
no

This letter is clearly written by some Rib Lake citizen of proud
German ancestry who worked fighing the forest fires of last
season. His reference to Moltke is a reference to the great
German General Von Moltke who led the Prussians to victory
in the Franco-Prussian War.

"The Watch on the Rhine" or "Die Wacht am Rhein" was the
German National Anthem.

11/26/1909
(cont)
12/3/1909

12/3/1909

12/10/1909

12/10/1909

12/10/1909
12/10/1909
12/10/1909

12/10/1909
(cont)

12/17/1909
12/17/1909

12/24/1909
12/24/1909

People & Fire
(cont)

fire shall be built, except for cooking food." But, is not the settler really cooking food for next year when he
burns his stumps, where he raises his potatoes next year? I guess a man need not go over the limits of Rib
Lake to find a lawyer who will explain the law in this direction. Signed American Citizen."
Attorney & Law "Attorney Hoey has rented the rooms on the first floor of the Woodmen Hall, back of the post office, for a law
office. The other rooms on the same floor will eventually be fixed up for living rooms and Mr. Hoey will have
the first chance to get them."
Agriculture & Mud "Anton Kauer, one of the enterprising farmers in the Mud Lake district, is an authority on beekeeping and has
Lake
honey to sell every fall. We had the pleasure of sampling some in the comb and must say that it was the nicest
flavor and clearest honey we have ever had a chance to get. Mr. Kauer disposes of it to our merchants and to
others as far as the supply goes."
Hintz & River
"Our merchants and pulpwood dealers are booking some large orders for next spring's delivery. C.T. Hintz
Drives
has made a contract for 5,000 cords of pulpwood to go down the Rib River to Wausau, and Thomas Brehm
thinks he will have at least 2,000 cords to ship between now and next spring. Mr. Hintz will employ about 150
men."
Railroads "Joseph Brehm is circulating a petition to the Sault Ste. Marie Railway [Soo Line] to keep the Chelsea depot
Wisconsin Central open at night and keep the waiting room warm. Passengers who come and go from this point at night are
obliged to wait out in the cold. Oftentimes the trains are late, and as there is no way of finding out how long,
passengers must wait out in the rain or cold until their arrival. Mr. Brehm has secured many signatures and is
to be congratulated for taking the initiative to bring about this end. If the Chelsea depot were open at night,
there would be more travel and traffic between Rib Lake and the main line at night, and Chelsea and Rib Lake
liveries would get more business."
People
"William Tetzlaff has again returned to camp with his cook after the freeze-up. The cook is complaining that
the pancakes have little desire to raise these cold mornings."
Fawn Valley
"Reinhold Mielke has gone to the woods to act as foreman for one of Henry Stelling's logging crews.
Reinhold is a good woodsman and a first class man at the position."
Recreation
HUNTING SEASON CARNAGE AT END - CLOSE OF DEER KILLING SEES LONG LIST OF
FATALITIES IN ITS WAKE - 33 ARE MASSACRED - PERSONAL CARELESSNESS AND UTTER
SENSELESSNESS ON PART OF NIMRODS ARE INVARIABLY CAUSE OF DEATHS - 42 ARE
BADLY WOUNDED. "When the clock's 12th stroke at midnight sounded the end of the deer hunting for
1909, the season's death toll was by no means complete, for while 33 hunters are known to have fallen by their
own or fellow hunters hands, there is a strong probability that another half dozen will not survive the critical
injuries sustained while in pursuit of the sport. Likewise, some 42 nimrods are in hospitals and their homes
suffering every variety of injury from loss of fingers or toes to great gaping holes in their vital parts, while
scores more are nursing wounds of a minor nature. ¶ In 10 years there has been but one in which the number
of hunters killed equaled or exceeded that of 1909, in 1907 the death roll contained 51 names. In the same
year and in the next, the wounded list was as large as for the season just closed, 66 injured being reported for
1907 and 53 for 1908. ¶ Besides the 33 hunters known to have been killed or have died from their injuries, at
least 3 more men who set out on the chase
Recreation (cont) never returned. Anton Lepusa of Ironwood, Michigan, former Milwaukean, is believed to have been shot to
death and friends do not expect to find the body until the snow melts and maybe never. ¶ It is significant that
not a few hunters were killed or wounded before the deer season was legally open. It is noteworthy, also, that
numerous duck hunters were among the victims as well as young boys practicing at target shooting. ¶ The
total number of licenses for 1909 hunting season was 6,626. ¶ It is believed that the new law limiting the
killing to one deer has proved a blessing, as it has in all cases cut the stay of hunters in the woods to one half
and consequently the chances of being shot by just that much. In many cases hunters secured their deer the
first day, whereas formerly it required several days before they were able to get their limit of 2."
Railroad
"The Westboro Lumber Company has been getting of late old #1 locomotive ready for service. They expect to
work both locomotives to their full capacity the coming winter hauling logs."
Spirit Lake &
"A jolly crowd of our young people skated to Pedersen's camp Sunday morning. They had a swell dinner at
Camps
camp, then returned in time for church at 2 o'clock, bringing with them the entire camp crew, cook and all. ¶
The crew at Pederson's camp now consists of 3 men, a cook and a boss."
Greenwood
"It is reported that Jon Obowa, one of the popular boys of the St. Anna (Greenwood) settlement, had the
misforture to cut his foot with an ax. It is a bad wound."
People
"Sunday. A. Bonneville made his annual inspection and trial of the ice on Rib Lake. Every year Mr.
Bonneville is the first one to take his horse out on the ice to see if it is safe. Others seem to wait for this. He
says the ice is 13" thick and that 4" of ice will carry a team safely."

This is a clear reference to a pulpwood drive down the Rib
River to Wausau. While the exact goal in Wausau is not
noted, I take it that it is the pulpwood mill that still runs just
south of Wausau at Rothschild.

I believe this was before the era of any type of required special
clothing. I clearly recall the hunts of the 1950's in which red
was required. It wasn't until the 1980's that the requirement
switched to hunter's orange.

In all likelihood, this was Ole A. Peterson's, f/k/a Pederson,
camp.
Note the use of the German St. Anna rather than the English
St. Ann.

12/24/1909

12/24/1909

12/31/1909

12/31/1909

Railroads "The local railroad station [Rib Lake] is experiencing a revival of business these days and the agent and train
Wisconsin Central men have all they can cope with. Pulpwood and other timber products are going out at the rate of 10-20 [rail]
cars a day, and, in addition, to that there are the small shipments of Christmas and holiday packages. These
small packages count up to 30 or 40 a day just now. Trains are from 1-2 hours behind schedule owing to the
extra amount of business during the holiday rush."

Fawn Valley

"Frank Erdmann has made a contract with William Braatz to haul about 10,000 ties from section 26 and 28
[Town 33 North, Range 3 East] to Stelling's mill near Schaack's."

RLLC & Railroads "The heavy engine of the RLLC was taken to Abbotsford Sunday by a pilot crew and will be used on the
- RLLC
Abbotsford and Eastern Railroad to handle the hardwood and hemlock pulpwood of the RLLC. The engine
which was in use on that road was too light for the heavy grades and was brought here to haul the trains on the
Rib Lake to Chelsea branch."

Rib Lake Businessman Thomas Brehm had a large ad in this
edition of the Rib Lake Herald reading: "Pulpwood! I will pay
the highest market price for spruce, balsam and hemlock
pulpwood. Signed Thos. Brehm". This shows a market for
what were frequently despised trees, namely spruce, balsam
and hemlock. They were considered too small and
unworkable to make real lumber. The purpose of pulpwood is
to make paper.

Schaack's was located at the junction of the Soo Line track in
Section 20, Town 33 North, Range 3 East and the RLLC line
running eastward to Wood Lake. One of the interesting
aspects of this job is that Erdmann used a team of horses to
convey this wood to the mill using a road which largely
paralleled the railroad of the RLLC. Here is an example of
individuals using a much smaller mill in direct competition to
the RLLC. The reality is that a variety of individuals sawed
timber in Rib Lake at the same time that the "big mill" was
operating.
The proper name of the railroad was Abbotsford and
Northeastern. It ran from Abbotsford through Athens and
northward to Goodrich. One mile south of Goodrich a spur,
the Copper River spur, branched off running northeasterly
across the Rib River to Camp 1 of the RLLC. This is the
Camp 1 of the numbering system put in use after the RLLC
had been purchased by the Central Leather Company/US
Leather Company. ¶ The railroad line north from Athens had
originally been built by William Upham for the Upham
Lumber Company of Marshfield. The Upham holdings were
also purchased by the leather companies. Here is the evidence
of the ability of the leather companies to move its resources
around its far flung empire.

People

"George Franz, who had his leg broken in Hillbur's camp last week and was taken to the hospital at Wausau,
had to have it amputated."

Last week's edition of the Herald carried the news that George
Franz had had his knee crushed and leg broken by a log
accident at Hilbur's camp someplace in Greenwood. He had a
"ticket" for hospital services at Wausau and was therefore
taken there for treatment. Tickets were a rudimentary form of
insurance. You bought a ticket which guaranteed unlimited
hospital services if and when you fell ill or were injured.

1/7/1910

Agriculture

FOR SALE CHEAP. "160 acres of land in the Township of Greenwood. The N 1/2 of the SE 1/4 and the S
1/2 of the N 1/4, Section 34, Town 32, Range 3 East, for $6 an acre, if taken at once. Inquire at the Herald
office."

This land is just a half mile south of CTH M in modern day
Town of Greenwood. Lemke creek flows through it. There
are no details regarding the timber that may have been on the
land. I have included it to give us some idea of what land was
selling for.

1/7/1910

Spirit Lake

1/7/1910

J.J. Kennedy &
family

"Messrs. Frank and William Wagner of Wautoma are putting up a new mill in the Spirit Lake region near the
Herman Jahn's place. They have contracted to cut all the timber on Gust Berg's land and it will take about 10
years time. The mill will have a capacity of 15,000 feet per day."
"John S. Kennedy is now working for the Escanaba Extract Company at Wells, Michigan. F.M. Shaw is
interested in this concern."

1910

F.M. Shaw is Fayette M. Shaw, the founder of the tannery at
Rib Lake.

1/7/1910

1/7/1910

1/14/1910

1/14/1910

1/14/1910

1/14/1910

1/21/1910
1/21/1910

1/21/1910

Railroads "The Chelsea depot is now kept open nights. Agent Wiesenberg's assistant tends to this and opens half an hour
Wisconsin Central before train time, and keeps open half an hour after the departure of the trains. The order went into effect
January 1 and it is supposed to be an answer to the petition sent to the superintendent some time ago."
Tannery
"C.W. Childs, President of the Central Leather Company, accompanied by H.W. Healy and V.A. Wallin,
Superintendent of their tannery at Grand Rapids, Michigan, were in the Village last week and inspected the
tannery. President Childs went from here to Medford and made the statement that the Medford tannery would
be started up just as soon as he got back to New York City and his recommendation was passed upon by the
Board of Directors."
Rusch

"Gottlieb Ruesh [sic], the Medford cigar man, was in the Village yesterday calling on the trade."

Health & People & DIED. "Albert Krueger, respected citizen of this village, died a few minutes before 12 o'clock Tuesday night,
Obituary
January 11, after a battle with the dreaded typhoid fever extending over a period of 5 weeks. A turn for the
worse set in Monday and he failed rapidly until the end. ¶ The funeral will be held tomorrow (Saturday) at 2
o'clock in the afternoon from the Lutheran Church. ¶ Deceased was 33 years old, 1 month and 5 days of age.
He emigrated from Pommern, Germany, with his parents to Rib Lake in 1887 and has lived here since. On
October 1, 1903, he married Miss Emma Gerstberger. They had 4 children born to them, all of them are
living, three sons and one daughter, the oldest being 5 years and the youngest 1 year. Besides his family, he is
survived by his parents, three brothers - William, August and Charles, and two sisters, Mrs. Herman Knotke
and Mrs. Louis Lettol, Pipestone, Minnesota. ¶ The community in general regrets his untimely death and
sympathy for his family is freely expressed."
Spirit Lake &
"A wedding reception was held at Pedersen's Sunday in honor of Mr. and Mrs. Ole Pedersen who were
People & Ole A. recently married in Suring, Wisconsin. Spirit Lake has never before seen a larger crowd, nor a jollier one.
Peterson
The bride was beautifully attired in a gown of cream colored satin. The happy face of the groom beamed
above a suit of the conventional black. A sumptious dinner was served to an immense crowd of guests who
did ample justice to the victuals, which were so excellently prepared by the groom's sister, Miss Nettie. The
dinner was followed by dancing, which continued long after the sun passed the western horizon. The bride
received many valuable gifts, both useful and ornamental. Among the guests was John Pedersen of Suring, the
bride's brother, who presence was a complete surprise to her and her husband. Everyone that met Mrs.
Pedersen could not help but extend to her the heartiest welcome to Spirit Lake and hope to be one of her many
friends."
Fawn Valley
"Farmers have commenced hauling and are rushing it some to make up for lost time. A little more snow is
being called for. ¶ Henry Stelling has moved his sawmill up to the railroad track near John Schaack's place and
is thinking of commencing sawing there next Monday. ¶ Joe Ender has resigned his position as foreman at E.
[Ernest] Gerstberger's and is now working for Paul Seidel [sic]. John Schreiber has commenced hauling
pulpwood to the river. ¶ August Radtke holds the position of tie inspector at the Stelling mill. ¶ Herman
Yorde has come home from the cedar swamp."
People
"Angus and Duncan McDonald went to Park Falls Tuesday where they will work for the Weyerhauser people."
Fire
"The firemen will give a masquerade dance at the Opera House on Friday, February 4. They will have Tabor's
Orchestra of Dorchester furnish the music. Supper will be served. Dance tickets $1 per couple, spectators 25
cents. Prizes will be given to the best comic, the best lady, the best gent and the best couple. Everybody is
cordially invited."
Bank
"At the annual meeting of the stockholders of the First National Bank of Rib Lake, held at the bank building
last week Tuesday, the following officers were elected: President D. McLennan; Vice President James Upjohn
and Cashier E.C. Getchel. The bank is in a very prosperous condition and the prospects for the bank for 1910
are brighter than ever."

Please note that we have a reference to the Central Leather
Company - apparently the holding company for the US
Leather Company. The US Leather Company was at this time
routinely referred to as the owner of the RLLC and tannery at
Rib Lake.
Here is another illustration of the misspelling of the name; the
editor has dropped the C. The Ruesch brothers of Medford
formed the first of three Ruesch partnerships in that city. The
second Ruesch partnership (Davis Ruesch and his brother Earl
owned the Ruesch funeral home on Second and Division
Street. The third partnership is by the Rib Lake Rusch's,
Thomas M. and Robert P., operating the Rusch Law Office,
which opened at 111 E. Division St in Medford in 1980. The
author is the junior partner of that firm.

The William Krueger farm and the Carl Krueger farm were
both located 1/2 mile east of the Village in Section 25, Town
33 North, Range 2 East. In 2007, the Krueger family still
occupies a major portion of that section of land; the former
large barn remains unoccupied.

Ole A. Peterson married Johanna "Jennie" Sophia Pedersen.
Pedersen is the original, Norwegien spelling of Peterson.

1/21/1910

Schools

1/21/1910

Camps

1/21/1910

1/21/1910

"Charles Hilbur, who is running a camp east of this Village, went to Marathon City Saturday for a few days on
business."
Tannery & People "William Braatz, the logger, expects to be through this week with hauling bark. He employs 22 teams in
Here is a sign of a real entrepreneur. Note that this type of
hauling bark and logs."
small operator would supplement the log and bark supplied to
the mill and tannery by the RLLC.
Spirit Lake &
"A basket social will be held at the Spirit Schoolhouse Saturday evening, the 22nd. The receipts will be given The Spirit Lake school stood in the NW 1/4 - NW 1/4, Section
Schools
to Rev. Sydow, to partly pay him for the expense incurred in doing the good work which he has done amongst 8, Town 33 North, Range 3 East. In 2007, it still stands and is
us for the past month. Everyone is cordially welcome."
occupied as the private residence of Mark Priniski, N9057
STH 102. It is located between Rustic Road 1 and STH 102.
¶ About 1926 my mother, Martha Hedwig Gebauer, began
teaching there for $78 per month.

1/21/1910

Spirit Lake &
Rusch

1/21/1910

Environment &
Politics

1/21/1910 (cont)

Environment &
Politics (cont)
Spirit Lake &
People

1/21/1910

1/28/1910
1/28/1910

1/28/1910

SCHOOL REPORT. "The following figures were given for classes held in the Village: kindergarten 41, first By comparison, the entire Rib Lake school district, including
grade 34, second 40, third 42, fourth 43, fifth [WD] 23, fifth [HI'H] 24, sixth 28, seventh 28, eighth 11, high
the Village, Town of Rib Lake, Town of Greenwood, Town of
school 31. Total 337."`
Westboro and portions of the Town of Hill and Spirit in Price
County, had a total enrollment of slightly under 500 for the
school year 2007-2008.

Utilities

Under the byline Spirit Lake: "After being ill for many years, Miss Norma Maes is slowly but surely
recovering her health. She will soon be able to resume her schoolwork."

Norma Maes married my uncle, Otto Rusch, in 1919. My
father reported the following: His brother, Otto, at the supper
table announced his intention to marry Norma Maes. His
mother, Ida Rusch, nee Lange, said "Oh, Otto, please do not
do that. Norma is a very lovely person but she is in very poor
health." The wedding went on as planned and produced one
child, Mrs. Connie Szatkowski. Ironically, Norma lived to a
ripe old age but Otto died quickly of tuberculosis.

MORSE INTRODUCES IMPORTANT BILL "Congressman E.A. Morse, who represents our district in the The boundary line established in this bill makes reference to
House of Representatives, introduced an important bill on January 10. He is one of the "insurgents" in the
the township line between Townships 33 and 34. That is the
Republican ranks and the "regulars" will no doubt try to defeat the bill, but we believe it will become a law,
Taylor-Price County border.
nevertheless. Congressman Morse can rest assured that he has the majority, if not all, the people of this
district back of him. The bill reads as follows: ¶ A bill granting unsurveyed and unattached islands to the
State of Wisconsin for forestry purposes. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, that the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby,
directed to cause patents to issue to the State of Wisconsin for the unsurveyed and unattached islands in inland
lakes north of the township line between Townships 33 and 34 North, 4th Principle Meridian, as additions to
the state forest reserves. The islands hereby granted shall be used as additions to the forest reserves only, and
should the State of Wisconsin abandon the use of said islands for such purpose, alienate or attempt to alienate
or use the same
or any part thereof for purposes other than that for which granted, the same shall revert to the United States."
Occasionally we have a chance to quiz some of the old settlers, who came here years ago and took up
homesteads, and ask them if they note rapid changes in the settlement of this section. Invariably they say they
do. Otto Olson, one of the well-to-do farmers of the Spirit Lake country, came here 28 years ago, and at that
time there was but 9 houses in the then Village of Rib Lake. After spending two years in the Village, he
located on his homestead and has lived there since. By constant application to work, he has been able to make
a good farm of the once wild land and has raised a large family and gave them a good education."

The Otto Olson farm then consisted of 155 acres of land in the
NE 1/4, Section 8, Town 33 North, Range 3 East. This land
lies approx. 1/2 mile south of Little Spirit Lake. In 2007, Mr.
and Mrs. John Heiser have their home there as well as others.

"The Rib Lake Telephone Company will put a pay station into the National Hotel for the accommodation of
transients."
Railroads "C.T. Hintz hopes to have enough cars available to enable him to start his mill by Feb. 1. The [railroad] car
Wisconsin Central famine is something to be contended with these days. The planing mill of the RLLC is shut down much of the
time from this cause."
RLLC
"The sawmill of the RLLC will be in shape to be started up on hardwood by the first of February. The new
Because of the different set requirements on the saws, the
horizontal re-saw is in its place and the finishing touches are being put on the new filing room, which is in the RLLC would saw hardwood, pine and hemlock at different
southeastern corner of the mill, where the old Rotary used to stand. About 8 men, including the two milltimes.
wrights from Wausau, have been working steadily in the mill, making repairs and changes, the past month."

1/28/1910

Railroads "Henry Stelling moved his engine out to his tie-mill Monday and will commence when the Soo Line is able to Stelling's sawmill was located in the SE 1/4 - SW 1/4, Section
Wisconsin Central supply him with [railroad] cars."
20, Town 33 North, Range 3 East. It was located on the socalled Rib Lake extension railroad - running between Rib
Lake and Spirit Falls. This is the line that was the object of
extensive proceedings before the Wisconsin Railroad
Commission as to whether it was a common carrier line or the
private logging railroad of the RLLC. The Wisconsin Central
vigorously contended it was the private logging railroad of the
RLLC. If that is the case, however, why is it that the Soo Line
will be providing railroad cars for Stelling's sawmill?

1/28/1910

Greenwood &
Camps - Bark

2/4/1910

Hintz

2/4/1910

2/4/1910

2/4/1910

2/4/1910

2/4/1910
2/4/1910

2/11/1910

"William Braatz broke up his camp in Greenwood, and is at present hauling [hemlock] bark with his teams
from Section 6."

"C.T. Hintz is running out a special order of 400 [railroad] ties for the Soo. He has contracted for about
20,000 ties and 500 cords of tanbark."
Western Fever & "Richard Zerbel, at one time interested in the sawmill at Spirit Lake, is here on business. At the present time
Spirit Lake
he is interested in a town site and water-power at Wadner, British Columbia. They are constructing a flume 1
1/2 miles long, 8 x 16 feet, with a drop of 273 feet, and expect to develop 20,000 horsepower."
Businesses &
"Andy Michal, scaler for the Joseph Dessert Lumber Company, was going to Mosinee Friday, to visit his
Railroads family, but when he got ready he found there were some [railroad] cars ready for him to be loaded, and had to
Wisconsin Central stay to scale the lumber. The scarcity of cars gives them preference over everything else, including family
visits."
Railroads - RLLC "Robert Holeman, of Stevens Point, has taken charge of the RLLC's locomotive on the Rib Lake-Chelsea
branch. He has been on the engine since Monday. Mr. Holeman is well acquainted with Conductor Gray, as
they used to work together at the Point. He has a new fireman whose name is Joseph Dagnew, and he also is
from Stevens Point."

I conclude the camp was in Section 6, Town 32 North, Range
3 East. The ice road serving RLLC Camp 2 ran kitty-corner
through Section 6. In 2008 the major landowner in Section 6
is James and Jean Packenham running a successful, 204 acre
dairy operation.

While the railroad between Rib Lake and Chelsea was owned
by the Wisconsin Central Railway, it had an agreement with
the RLLC to allow the lumber company's locomotive to
operate on the branch.

People & Health

BOY BLOWN UP WITH CAPS - WAS NOT KILLED, HOWEVER, BUT HAD CLOSE CALL "Otto
Jacobi, 12 years old, son of Mr. and Mrs. George Jacobi, who live on a farm west of this Village, had 3
dynamite primers explode in his hip pocket last Friday morning, and lives to tell the story, although his hip is
badly lacerated and it may be necessary to send him to a hospital. Dr. Wichman, however, hopes this will not
be necessary. ¶ As we have stated, the boy had 3 dynamite caps in his pocket. Where and how he obtained
them we have not learned. It is said his brother struck him on the hip and immediately there followed three
distinct explosions. When it is considered that each cap has a striking force of 500 pounds, it is a wonder that
they boy was not killed outright. ¶ This should be a warning to all who have occasion to use or handle high
explosives."
Ole A. Peterson & "Ole Pederson [Peterson] is hauling bark to Rib Lake with 4 teams. He has about 400 cords. George F. Meyer
Spirit Lake
is unloading it."
Businesses
"Menasha Manufacturing Company has built a factory at Goodrich and is already employing 8 or 10 men.
The article made is a spool or plug on which roll paper is rolled up on. A plug is put at each end and when the
merchant receives the roll he sets it in the paper frame and puts the rod through these plugs. This is a good
industry as it uses small pieces that are not useful for anything else."
Tannery

"We are told that there are almost 90 men employed in the tannery at the present time and the prospects are
A leech was a large wooden tub. It was made from cedar
that this number will be increased to 100. A crew of men, under the foremanship of Robert Aitken, have been because cedar is naturally rot resistant. It would be filled with
cutting and skidding cedar, east of here, to be used in the manufacture of new leeches next summer. A new
hides, tanning agents, and water.
leech house and leeches are to be built without interference with the tannery operation, and 150,000 feet of
cedar will be used up in the construction."

2/11/1910

RLLC - Mill

2/11/1910

Post Office

2/11/1910
2/11/1910

Whittlesey
Businesses

2/11/1910

Agriculture

2/11/1910

Konz

"Since last Monday, the mill of the RLLC has been running two shifts. The day shift has Eric Dahlberg for the
head-sawyer and the night shift crew has Peter Christiansen. The soloist for the horizonal re-saw have arrived
but at present the machine runs at daytime only. Hardwood is being cut exclusively at present and some
people prophesize that the mill has a steady run until next August. J.J. Kulstad is the chief filer and Frank
Thomas tends to the saws on the night shift. The horizontal re-saw is a labor saver in many ways. In the first
place, the logs or lumber are fed to the saw flat. The machine will take a log split in twain up to 12 inches
thick and saw it into inch or two inch lumber. It takes the place of a rotary and a re-saw."
FOURTH CLASS POSTMASTER EXAMINATION "The United States Civil Service Commission annouces
that on Saturday, March 5, 1910, an examination will be held at Chelsea, Wisconsin, for the position of 4th
Class Postmaster of Class (B) at Konz, Wisconsin. The compensation of the postmaster at this office was $36
for the last fiscal year. ¶ Age limit, 21 years and over on the date of the examination with the exception that in
a state where women are declared by statute to be of full age for all purposes at 18 years, women 18 years of
age on the date of the examination will be admitted. ¶ Applicants must reside within the territory served by the
post office named above..."
"Ed DuChene has gone to Whittlesey to run the logging locomotive for the Gibson Lumber Company."
"The Rib Lake Cigar Factory is putting a new cigar on the market. It is called "Cuba-Rich" and is a delicious
smoke. Try it."
"Farmers, if you have any veal, beef, hogs or poultry, which you wish to convert into cash, take it to Ringham
and Son, the People's Cash Meat Market, in the Opera block."
KONZ "Paul Kaske is busy hauling ties and pulpwood for Jura Walter. ¶ Everybody around here is busy
hauling something. ¶ Stephen Konz's teams were hauling bark to Rib Lake. ¶ William Martin went to
Whittlesey Saturday morning."

2/18/1910

Fire & Rib Lake - ANOTHER LANDMARK GONE. THE COMMERCIAL HOUSE IS NO MORE - LAKE TRADING
Village & RLLC COMPANY'S STORE BURNED "The Commercial House, which stood on the south shore of the lake for 20
years, burned Sunday night and is a total loss. The Lake Trading Company, which occupied a part of the
building with a stock of general merchandise valued at about $18,000, lost all; but the stock was covered with
insurance to an extent of about $12,000. The building was the property of the RLLC and was partly covered
by insurance. ¶ The origin of the fire is a mystery. At 8:45 Sunday evening, Theodore Engstrand, Alex
McDonald and Bob Olson left the store and everything was apparently in good order. At 9:15 it was on fire
and was first seen by Mrs. Pilon from the office of the National Hotel. The alarm was sounded and when the
fire department arrived, which was in a few minutes, the interior of the store was a mass of seething flames;
and, although three streams poured into the firey tongues, it was easily seen in a short time that the building
was doomed. It burned until 2:00 in the morning. ¶ When the fireman concluded it was beyond their control
they concentrated their energies towards keeping the flames from communicating to adjacent building, which
was not difficult with the favorable breeze,

2/18/1910 (cont)

Fire & Rib Lake - but it was a wet and a cold job all night. ¶ The merchandise saved amounts to a trifle and made a small
Village & RLLC sleighload. However, the safe and the goods and one desk were gotten out. ¶ The building was erected by J.J.
(cont)
Kennedy in 1891 for the accommodation of his men. It consisted of the main part, which was 3 stories high,
and three wings 2 stories high. It was built to accommodate 300 men and at one time was full. The last man to
conduct it was Henry Mathias. He bought the Central House and moved out about a year ago. Twelve years
ago Andrew Aitken conducted this hotel and had about 75 borders. It changed its landlords often and was not a
paying investment for the owners. The original cost is said to have been $10,000. ¶ After the Rib Lake
Mercantile Company burned out about 8 years ago, the store was moved into the north side of the hotel known
as the "Bar-Room". Three years ago when the RLLC changed hands, the Lake Trading Company was
organized and bought the store.
Fire & Rib Lake - ¶ The stockholders of the Lake Trading Company will have a meeting as soon as the insurance adjusters arrive
Village & RLLC (perhaps tomorrow), and it will then be decided what to do in the future. They have opened a temporary office
(cont)
in the rooms over the First National Bank. The loss hits them harder now than it would have in the summer or
spring."
Tannery & US
"G.W. Childs, who is at the head of the tanning department of the Union Tanning Company, was in this
Leather Co
Village on Monday."

2/18/1910 (cont)

2/18/1910

The March 18 edition of the Herald reported "As there was no
application for the Postmastership at Konz at the examination
announced to be held in Chelsea on March 14, another
examination is being advertised for the 9th of April."

This is the first time Rib Lake Herald has used the name Konz
as a place name. As used by the Herald, it is the area around
the Konz Post Office. Konz was located in Section 18, T32
R3E. The Konz Post Office opened 12/16/1903 with Stephen
A. Konz as Postmaster; its date of closure is unknown but
sometime after January 1909. This data was generously
furnished by Chris N. Barney, see document #10836A of Rib
Lake History documents on CD.
The article's claim that the Commercial House stood on the
south shore of the lake was somewhat misleading. The
Commercial House stood on the south side of Railroad Street
where Railroad Street junctioned with Rib Lake. There are
several excellent photographs of the Commercial House; see
the CD entitled Rib Lake History. ¶ The comment to the mill
changing hands is to the transaction whereby the RLLC was
acquired by the US Leather Company. The new owners
decided they did not want to operate the Commercial House.
It was a money loser. It was built by J.J. Kennedy to provide
room and board for his mill hands.

2/18/1910
2/18/1910
2/18/1910

2/18/1910
2/18/1910

Hintz & Railroads - "C.T. Hintz received orders Saturday from the Soo Railroad to saw all his tie timber. The mill was started up
Wisconsin Central Monday and at least 20,000 ties will be sawed."
Railroads - RLLC "Robert Hess has been given the position of engineer on the [locomotive] engine of the RLLC. Anton Klister
is his fireman. They make the locomotive go some up and down the hills."
Businesses
"George Braun and Son are logging extensively this winter. They will have 600 cords of tanbark, 45,000 ties,
300 cords of pulpwood and 250,000 feet of logs. All the foregoing forest products are delivered at the landings
by the contractors who took the jobs. Messrs. Braun and Son have also sold about five 40s of land this
winter."
Businesses
RIB LAKE LIVERY "Landaal (sic) Avenue, one block west of the First National Bank, M. Lee, Manager, all
business given prompt attention. Rates very reasonable. Telephone office #33, residence #6."
RLLC & Camp 1 GET LOGS FROM ATHENS "The first load of hardwood logs from Athens for the RLLC were hauled here
last Sunday by the company's engine and crew. There were 10 loads in the train and the trip was made from
Athens through to Rib Lake without stopping. Since then a train load of logs from Athens has been received
daily and the routine will continue until all the timber has been hauled. The train crew uses the caboose
formerly used by the Upham Company."

2/18/1910

Tannery

2/25/1910

People &
Greenwood

"Lawrence Thums, one of the well-to-do and esteemed citizens of the Township of Greenwood, is reported to
be critically ill. We hope he will get well."

2/25/1910

Businesses &
Agriculture

"F.J. Brehm and Company have decided to keep oleo margarine for sale to supply the demand that has been
created by the high price and scarcity of dairy butter. They hesitated to do so for some time, but came to the
conclusion, at last, that the heavy demand for it should be supplied, as people who wanted it and could not
obtain it here, sent for it out of town."

2/25/1910

2/25/1910

ROLL-LOFT IS STARTED UP "The rollers at the tannery began rolling leather last week Thursday. Next
week six will be working. Ed Johnson of Wausau is foreman."

Konz & Businesses "Stephen A. Konz's mill is running on ties and about 20,000 will be sawed, besides a lot of lumber. Mr. Konz
employs a large force of men at the present time. S.A. Konz has a new driver on his delivery rig. It is one of
his enterprising daughters. She takes a keen interest in her father's business affairs and does her level best to
make the store a popular trading place."
Spirit Lake

"Bernard Swanson is employed in the mill yard. ¶ If logs keep on coming to the mill yard as they are now, it
may soon be necessary to move the mill so as to make more room. Twenty-one loads were drawn over the
lake Tuesday."

The Lee Livery building stood in the NE corner of Landall
Avenue and Pearl Streets.
I take it that the logs were emanating from Camp 1 located
approx. 6 miles north by northeast of Athens. The RLLC
locomotive and crew conveyed the logs over tracks that came
through Athens and were owned by the Wisconsin Central
Railway. William Henry Upham was the mayor of Marshfield
and the founder of the Upham Lumber Company; he sold his
company to the US Leather Company about the same time it
purchased the RLLC.
The rollers referred to the men at the Rib Lake Tannery
operating the power metal rollers. The rollers rolled out and
finished tanned hides.
The March 11 edition of the Herald reported "We learned that
Lawrence [Lorenz] Thums of Greenwood died Thursday
morning. The funeral will be held at St. Anna's Catholic
Church in Greenwood. He was a member of the Catholic
Order of Foresters. Deceased was born in Bohemia and was 49
years of age. He had lived in Greenwood the past 25 years. A
wife, 10 children, 1 brother and 5 sisters survive him."
I think this article was meant to placate the farmers who
bitterly opposed the sale of oil margarine under the theory that
it cut into butter sales. Farmers had success in having the
Wisconsin legislature enact a law prohibiting oleo margarine
from being colored yellow; as late as 1960, many
Wisconsinites were forced to drive to Illinois where you could
buy yellow colored oleo. The butter block lost a high profile
publicity matter when their champion, State Senator Gordon
Roselet, agreed to participate in a butter versus oleo contest.
He was blindfolded and asked to tell the difference between
butter and oleo. He claimed that butter tasted so much better
but he mistook oleo for butter when tasted. Senator Roselet
never lived it down.

The same edition of the Herald contained an advertisement for
"S.A. Konz, manufacturer of forest products. Dealer in general
merchandise. We are always in the market for butter, eggs,
beef, hogs, hides. Also saw logs, ties, single and lath bolts."
A small sawmill was operating at this time at the SE corner of
Little Spirit Lake. The March 11 edition of the Herald
reported that the Spirit Lake sawmill employs about 20 men.
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3/4/1910 (cont)

3/4/1910 (cont)
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3/18/1910

RLLC - Mill &
People

JOHN FARRINGTON KILLED - WHILE AT WORK IN THE MILL "John Farrington of this Village was
fatally hurt in the sawmill of the RLLC Wednesday morning at 5 minutes of 1:00 o'clock, and died in Dr.
Wichman's office, where he was taken, in a short time. ¶ He was one of the mill-wrights, and together with
John Mauch (the night foreman) and Charles Bangle, went under the mill to take off the belt which runs the
big hog-grinder. Mr. Mauch and Mr. Bangle were busy lifting the tightener off of the belt and Mr. Farrington
stood on a platform higher up, alongside of the belt and pulley. All at once he fell at Mr. Mauch's feet. he was
picked up hurriedly by his companions and was found to be unconscious and bleeding. ¶ He was removed to
the engine room and Joseph Mauch, the Superintendent, was notified and Dr. Wichman was sent for. When the
doctor arrived, he saw he could not do much for him where he was so he had him carried to his office. There it
was found that his skull was fractured and one shoulder was dislocated. He died in about 15 mintues, never
again regaining consciousness.
RLLC - Mill & ¶ Friends went to notify Mrs. Farrington and gently broke the news to her, but when she arrived at the doctor's
People (cont)
office her husband was dead. ¶ The accident happened just as the mill was shutting down for the midnight
dinner hour. The machine was slowed down and the pulley and belt traveled at only a fraction of their usual
speed; but, nevertheless, enormous power was still lurking in the big 18 inch belt. ¶ No one saw how he was
caught. It was one of the accidents that happened in the mills and the factories everywhere. ¶ Mr. Farrington
was 32 years and 16 days of age. He was born in Dodge County and was married to Lillian Griffin, his
present wife, in 1900. They came to Rib Lake in 1906. They had 4 children born to them, 2 of which are
living, both daughters, one 8 and one 7 months. He has a father and one sister living in Spencer and one sister
in Chicago. He was a member of the Mystic Workers of Loyal, the Modern Woodmen of Spencer and the Rib
Lake Volunteer Fire Department. ¶ Mrs. Farrington's father (Benjamin Griffin), her sister (Mrs. Sales), and her
brother-in-law (S.E. Graves) arrived from Spencer on the afternoon train Wednesday.
RLLC - Mill & ¶ His remains were taken to Spencer yesterday on the morning train and the funeral services are to be held at
People (cont)
that place Saturday afternoon. The following firemen were pallbearers and went with the body to Spencer:
Chief George Lee, Assistant Chief Herman Feero, Herman Burmeister, Charles Hebert, W.R. Wallace and
Otto Heinske. Flowers were ordered from Marshfield by the firemen and the Beaver Queens to be sent to
Spencer. ¶ The accident was a severe shock to the community. Women wept and strong men bowed their
heads. His father was prostrated by the news. The firemen felt that this companion of theirs had fought his last
fire and will miss his smiling countenance. ¶ He was a model young man; good to his family, good to his
neighbors and comrades; always cheerful, happy and industrious. He is gone, and we all feel sympathy for his
family in their sudden, heart rendering affliction."
WCTU
"The WCTU will meet with Mrs. H.J. Kennedy next Thursday. Everybody is invited."
Mrs. Hugh J. Kennedy, a sister-in-law to J.J., was a long-time
supporter of the temperance movement.
RLLC - Mill & "The Dynamo engine in the mill of the RLLC broke down Saturday afternoon and the mill did not run again
Utilities
until Monday morning."
Rib Lake Herald & CRITICIZE THE KAISER "The Reichstad was recently thrown into an uproar when Dr. Franck, one of the
While local news made up only a fraction of the Herald's
Germania
leaders of the Socialist group, excoriated the Kaiser and Chancellor Von Bethmann-Hollbeg for the latter's
coverage in 1910, national and international news dominated
remark in debate to the effect that man ??? sufferage was an evil. "No speaker will be permitted to drag the
the pages of the Herald.
Kaiser's name into the debate," Said President Spahn of the Reichstad, calling Dr. Franck to order, "I will say
what I like about the Kaiser," shouted Franck. "I will discuss him as freely as anyone else." (end of tape,
portion missing?) "...through the chamber into the greatest disorder and the Conservatives tried to shout down
the speaker. The Socialists, though greatly outnumbered, rallied to the support of Dr. Franck and cheered
wildly."
Greenwood &
"We acknowledge a pleasant visit from Joseph Brehm and Theodore Hintz the Sunday before the 20th. They George Knower was the owner and operator of the Interwald
River Drives
were out looking after their pulpwood interests along the Rib River. Considerable logs, pulp and round tie
store and long-time correspondent for the Herald.
timber is being delivered on the banks of the Rib River this winter ready for spring driving down the river."
Signed George Knower.
Western Fever & "We were pleased to receive a call from Gust Everson, formerly of Rib Lake, who moved with his family to
People
Texas about one year ago. Mr. Everson informs us that he and his family are now residents of Westboro and
are on what is known as the Swan Anderson farm. The climate in Texas did not agree with the children and
they decided to cast their lot with northern Wisconsin clime once more."

3/18/1910

Tannery & Health ED PULLEN FATALLY HURT - WAS CAUGHT BETWEEN LOCOMOTIVE AND CAR IN THE
TANNERY YARD "Edwin Pullen was fatally hurt while coupling the tannery locomotive to a car in the
tannery yard last Saturday morning and succumbed to his injuries shortly thereafter. ¶ The accident happened
at 8:30, and as near as can be learned, on one of the tracks in front of the tannery office. He was conscious for
a few minutes and died in Dr. Wichman's office, where he was removed after the accident. It is supposed he
died from the shock. John Violet was on the engine when it happened and, although he is in no ways to blame,
he takes it hard. ¶ The funeral was held at the Methodist Episcopal Church Tuesday afternoon. Rev. Norton
conducted the services and the Modern Woodmen of America, of which deceased was a member, and the
Royal Neighbors of America attended in a body. Internment was made in the Rib Lake cemetery.
3/18/1910 (cont) Tannery & Health ¶ Mr. Pullen was 39 years of age. He was born in Ohio and has lived in Rib Lake the past seven years. A
(cont)
widow and three sons, age 12, 9 and 6 years, respectively, and one brother in Washington and one sister in
Canada survive him. ¶ He was a faithful husband and loving father and his untimely death is deplored by the
community, which extends its sincerest sympathy to the bereaved family."
3/25/1910

Agriculture

"Holden and Wagner are receiving blooded fowls every week at their Rib Lake poultry farm. They have a
poultry house, 10 x 50 feet, and will shortly start another one 14 x 70 feet. They intend to have an up-to-date
poultry plant."
"W.R. Wallace made a trip to Spirit Lake country Monday to see the settlers who want a telephone line built
their way this spring. He found most of them quite anxious to have the line built as soon as the frost is out of
the ground and nearly every one of them has cedar poles for the line construction on the ground."
JUDGE PARISH AT MILWAUKEE "Judge John K. Parish of this circuit has recently been called to
Milwaukee to preside over the trial of the "Jones Island" settlers cases who were sought to be ejected from
their holdings by the Illinois Steel Company. There were some 80 cases that had been before the court for the
last 10 years. In the cases tried before Judge Parish, he directed the jury to return a verdict in favor of the
squatters. If this decision is sustained by the Supreme Court, the squatters will hold our judge in such kindly
remembrance that a bronze statue of him will be erected on some made land, overlooking the Jones Island
swmps and bogs. We hope the squatters will eventually win as they made the land they now want to own.
These squatters are the poor people that worked for the iron and steel company and years ago reclaimed a lot
of swamp and bog on Jones Island near the company's plant. It was considered worthless then, in fact, was part
of the lake. If the squatters who have made the spot fit to live on should own the land they have made, then
Judge Parish's decision was a righteous one and ought to be good law. About the only full dinner pail these
squatters have seen in
the past 10 years has been the full pail of dirt they carried home at night to help raise their lots." Printed by the
Phillips Times.
"Hintz's crew is building a dam on the river to help float down the logs."

The same edition of the Herald reported that Dio Walty is in
the southern part of the state buying blooded stock for his
farm.
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Spirit Lake &
Utilities
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Law

3/25/1910 (cont)

Law (cont)
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River Drives &
Hintz Town &
Hintz

3/25/1910

Fawn Valley &
Agriculture

"Oliver Baker sent an agent (it is reported) to Germany a few days ago to negotiate for him the purchase of
some typical draft horses, each horse to weigh about 3,600 pounds. We fear that the importation of horses of
that caliber will cause a slump in the dynamite business of this locality, and may oblige the town to make a
special appropriation for bridges and culverts this spring."

How's that for a tongue in cheek article.

4/1/1910

RLLC

"D.G. McDonald was up from Knowlton for Easter. He expects to be busy there until sometime in July. The
lumber company is shipping its logs from there to Grand Rapids [now Wisconsin Rapids] and the bark to
Stanley. ¶ Hugh McMillan came home from Knowlton last week."

From time to time there are these short articles in the Herald
indicating that the RLLC has a logging operation taking place
at Knowlton, WI. Knowlton is on the Wisconsin River
approx. 10 miles south of Wausau.

4/8/1910

Agriculture &
Utilities
River Drives &
Hintz Town &
Hintz

4/8/1910

The river mentioned was the Wood River, now known as
Wood Creek. Hintz Town was located on that stream. Hintz's
crew had constructed what is called a driving dam upstream
from Hintz Town. A driving dam was a temporary affair
meant to aid in a river drive. It provided a gush of water on
which logs could be floated on otherwise shallow streams.

"Gasoline engines for sale - 2 horsepower. Will pump water, run a churn or a cream separator. You can have
it at your own price. Inquire at the Herald office."
"The Hintz Brothers started their drive last Monday morning with a fairly large crew of men. A dam was built I take it that the lake that was referred to is Wood Lake. The
on the outlet of the lake and the lake was raised 7 feet, so it is said, and when the dam was opened Monday
Wood River, now called Wood Creek, flows from the lake
morning, the logs, ties and pulpwood were started with a rush. The two days rain we had helped it along
southward into the Rib River.
considerably. F.J. Hintz, who has charge of the drive, will be a busy man until the timber is landed in the
vicinity of Wausau."

4/15/1910

J.J. Kennedy &
family
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J.J. Kennedy &
family
Rib Lake - Town &
Politics
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"H.J. Kennedy and his son, Stewart, bid farewell to family and friends and departed for Moose Jaw, Canada,
where Kennedy will take up a homestead. They took two teams [of horses], bedding and provisions to supply
them for a while. Earl Kennedy [son of William] of Abbotsford has bought land in that section and induced his
uncle to try it there. Rib Lake people which them good luck."

"Mrs. John E. Kennedy of Spokane, Washington, visited her mother, Mrs. John Gardiner, of Spencer,
Wisconsin."
"The following sums of money were raised at the annual town meeting in the Town of Rib Lake, viz: for
highways $1500; for bridges $600; for general fund $1000; for poor fund $300; for fire fund $100. ¶ The
salaries of the Town officers were fixed as follows: Chairman $75; Side Supervisor $60 each; Clerk and
Assessor $150 each."
Schools &
"Tonight there is a declamatory contest at Westboro in which our school is represented. Superintendent of
Railroads Schools Drescher failed to arrange with the railroad company to run the train to Chelsea to meet the midnight
Wisconsin Central train. The RLLC offered to furnish the engine and crew for $5 and it was supposed that the railroad company
would be satisfied with $10 or $15 for the use of the rolling stock and the train crew, but Agent Heinske was
notified by the Division Superintendent that they would not run the train out for less than $65. As the railroad
company is so greedy and is not satisfied with a reasonable profit, the train will not run and they will get
nothing."
J.J. Kennedy & "The family of H.J. Kennedy received word from him that he is snowbound in North Dakota."
family
J.J. Kennedy & "Mr. and Mrs. Allen Kennedy, Mr. and Mrs. Dan Pilon and Mr. Alfred Bonneville entertained at a progressive
family
whist last Thursday evening at the spacious and nicely furnished Kennedy residence. The number of guests
were large enough to go around 14 tables. Eight games were played. The refreshments were delicious and
consisted of chicken crockets, riced potatoes, fruit salad, lettuce sandwiches, cheese fixed in the form of carrot,
pickled beets, marshmallows, assorted cakes, tea and coffee. Everyone had a lovely time."
Camp 4
RLLC

"James McDonald will be foreman of Camp 4 again this summer."
"Dan Pilon, the genial cook in the employ of the RLLC at Knowlton, came up Saturday and is visiting his wife
and friends for a few days."
Tannery
"Adolph Daue and son, Victor, are drilling a 6 inch well south of the lime house at the tannery. The water is to
be used for washing the hides. If one well is not sufficient to supply all the water needed, another one will be
drilled."
RLLC & Tannery "Robert Aitken left here Tuesday morning for the southern part of the state to hire bark peelers and men for the
woods for the RLLC. The company wants 125 bark peelers in Rib Lake by the first of May, and the Copper
River Land Company wants 75 men to peel bark at Athens. They will pay $2.50 per cord and charge only 50
cents per day for board. There will be no burnt timber to peel and the men ought to make good wages at these
figures."
Schools
"The school at James Lake, which has been taught successfully since Christmas by Miss Nolley of Eau Claire,
closes for the term today with appropriate exercises. We have a copy of the program and intended to publish
it, but after reconsideration concluded not to, as it is too long and the event will have been past and gone
(though not forgotten) before the majority of the readers of the Herald would read it."
Whittlesey

"The Town Hall in Chelsea and two other buildings, Otto Sloan's Saloon and the old barbershop, which stood
on either side of it, burned down Tuesday morning, according to reports received here. The fire is said to have
started in the saloon. The loss is said to be about $2,000 with little or no insurance. The cause of the fire is
unknown. It is rumored that the new town hall will be built at Whittlesey. Chelsea, which at one time was,
perhaps, the largest village in Taylor County, and was quite a burg 12 years ago when we came here, is
gradually growing smaller and smaller, and we regret to see it so."

Fire & Whittlesey TWO FIRES NEAR MEDFORD "Medford, Wis. May 3 - A fire at Chelsea destroyed the saloon property of
Otto Sloan, the Chelsea Town Hall and then some resident property adjoining. The loss was about $2,000. A
fire at Norton's Spur last night destroyed several thousand feet of lumber and the loading docks of Wollmar
and Below. A [railroad] car loaded with lumber was also burned."
Agriculture

NOTICE "My black grade stallion "Dan", "French draft, will stand in Marschke's barn every Saturday during
the season" Signed Herman Jahn."

Aitken was serving as a "man catcher".

The James Lake one room school stood on the north side of
what is now Rustic Road #1 on property now owned by Camp
Forest Springs, the SW 1/4 - NW 1/4, Section 10, Town 33
North, Range 2 East.
When the new town hall was constructed it was built on
German Settlement Road, approx. equal distance between
Chelsea and Whittlesey. My maternal grandfather, Wilhelm
Gebauer, was town chairman at the time. I have a photograph
of Wilhelm and the remainder of the town board holding a
meeting in a tent which was used while the town had no town
hall.
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Entertainment

"Poluhni, the Mystic and his company of Swiss bell ringers will be here May 11 and 12. This company is well
recommended by the managers of the opera houses where they have played. This is the man that makes that
wonderful street drive and he has promised Manager Sargent that he will do it here. He will allow a committee
to drive to anyplace in town and after writing a letter go and hide it and on their return he will be blindfolded
and still drive over the exact route and find the letter and on returning to the starting place will read what they
wrote while standing 300 feet away. As a magician he has few his equal and the Swiss bell ringing is of the
highest nature. ¶ The admission will be 10 cents for children, 25 for adults and 35 for reserved seats. One lady
will be admitted free with each reserved seat on opening night. Seats are on sale at the usual place."
Camp 1 & Camp 4 "The RLLC sent a crew of men to Camp 4, near Wood Lake, to fight the forest fire which is said to have
& Fire
endangered the camp yesterday. Walter B. Patrick, the Walking Boss, was at Athens and a telephone message
brought him back in a hurry. ¶ T.R. Begley, Shipping Clerk for the RLLC, looked after the company's business
at Athens on Wednesday."
J.J. Kennedy & "Miss Jeanette Kennedy, who is well known here as the daugher of J.J. Kennedy, the founder of Rib Lake,
family
arrived here last Friday and is a guest at the home of her uncle, Postmaster McLennan. Her present home is at
Spokane, Washington, where she lives with her father."
Hintz
"Frank J. Hintz, who left for Germany a month ago on special business, surprised his family and friends
I take it that Frank mailed a letter to his brother, Carl
Sunday morning by arriving home one day sooner than he was expected. Mr. Hintz spent a few days in each Theodore Hintz, also a resident of Rib Lake.
of the countries of Germany, France and England, and had a pleasant voyage, both ways. To give the readers
an idea of how fast he traveled, he said that in New York City he mailed a letter to his brother and beat it.
What's that?"
Germania & People GEORGE BRUMDER DIES SUNDAY OF APOPLEXY - PIONEER PUBLISHER IS STRICKEN IN HIS
GRAND AVENUE HOME AND PASSES AWAY "Milwaukee, Wis. May 9, 1910 - George Brumder,
Pioneer Milwaukee Publisher and probably the best known German-American resident of Wisconsin, died
suddenly at his home, 1728 Grand Avenue. ¶ George Brumder was born in Germany in 1839. He came to
America and directly to Milwaukee in 1857. ¶ Upon his arrival he was without fortune and without influence.
He worked, in his early days, with his hands. He labored as a carpenter, at first, gradually he built up a trade
and engaged in the publishing and book binding business. He succeeded instantly. In 1873 influential
German-Amercians formed the German Protestant Printing Association and began the publication of Die
Germania. ¶ The Germania became the recognized organ of the Lutheran Church, gained hosts of friends
throughout Wisconsin and in time, became the most influential German publication, probably, in the United
States - certainly in the west..."
Businesses
"Don't forget to visit our 5 and 10 cent counter - The Fair Department Store."
P.E. Marcus's department store ["The Fair"] may have been
the longest operating department store on McComb Ave. It
stood on the east side of McComb Ave. just south of Landall
Street.
Businesses &
Roads

FOR SALE - AUTOMOBILES "One Corbin Touring Car, 5 passenger, fully equipped, and one Pierce-Arrow An earlier edition of the Herald said that Sargent was going to
Runabout with top. Both in fine shape and will be sold right - H. Sargent, Rib Lake."
Milwaukee to buy automobiles for resale at Rib Lake.

Railroads "The section gang unloaded a box car boarding house Saturday morning west of the depot to be used by 6 or 8
Wisconsin Central Italians who have come here to work on the section for Foreman Olson. They will fix up the Chelsea branch
and may be here all summer. The railroads are so hard up for men at present that they furnish boarding houses
to the crews to induce them to stay."
People & Schools "Mrs. L.A. Rousseau and her daughter, Lousene, went to Wausau yesterday and Miss Gay went with them.
Lousene is a successfully contestant for the honors at the Oratorical Contest at Wausau today and we hope she
will carry off the honors. She represents the Rib Lake and Westboro high schools, and if successful, will have
the privilege of going to the state contest at Madison. This contest is for girls only and for the Stevens Point
district, and will be in the Wausau School Auditorium."
RLLC & Fire

"The loading crew of the RLLC, which went out to the switch to load Braun's logs Sunday, made a record for
themselves. The crew consisted of Tony Klister, John McDonald, Hugh McMillan, D.A. McDonald, J. Olson
and Aleck McDonald, and they loaded 99,000 feet of logs on 33 cars from 7:30 in the forenoon to 6:00 in the
afternoon. Mr. George Braun felt uneasy about the logs because the forest fires were so numerous, so the crew
was sent out there, the logs were loaded and brought in."

The location was clearly in the vicinity of Wood Lake, where
a forest fire had threatened Camp 4. The switch could refer to
the railroad junction in Section 20 at Stelling's mill or in
Section 22 where the Wood Lake line branched off of the
main line; all in Town 33 North, Range 3 East - eastern Town
of Rib Lake.
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Camp 4 & People "James McDonald, who has been foreman of Camp 4 for the RLLC, and who has been their camp foreman for Camp 4, just 1/4 mile to the northeast of Wood Lake, was
& RLLC
the last 14 years, has resigned and Hugh McMillan will have his place. Mr. McDonald has secured the
founded in 1906 and is still operating.
position of bark superintendent for the Atwood Lumber Company of Park Falls and began his duties last
Monday. He will move his family to Park Falls after the schools close. Mr. McDonald is one of the ablest
woodsmen in this section and his many Rib Lake friends are glad he secured a good position. Mr. McMillan
also is a good all-around woodsman and no doubt will give good satisfaction to the company."
Spirit Lake &
Recreation

"Last Monday we had the pleasure of meeting five Chicago people who own cottages on Spirit Lake and will
spend their leisure time here. They are Mr. and Mrs. Warren E. Hughes, Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Wolff and Mr.
John P. Considine. At the present time they have built two cottages, but more will be built this summer. They
are owned by Mr. and Mrs. Hughes and Mr. Considine, and are 24 x 36. They came Saturday and drove up
from Abbotsford in Mr. Flaig's auto, and last Monday returned to Chicago, expecting to be here again soon.
We were pleased to meet them, as they are very nice people, and hope they will induce more Chicago people
to visit the lakes in this vicinity during the summer months."
Rib Lake - Village ROAD CONTRACT NOTICE "The job of removing an amount of ground from the road [Fayette Ave] on the
& Roads
high school hill, sufficient to cover that part of the same road between the tannery hill and the high school hill,
now covered with hog-feed, will be let to the lowest bidder at that part of said road where the work is to be
done, on Saturday, June 11, 1910, at 2:00 o'clock p.m. Specifications will be submitted at time and place
awarding the contract. For particulars inquire of H. Sargent, Chairman of the Street Committee, or Stephen A.
Konz, President of the Village. The Board reserves the right to reject any or all bids. VILLAGE BOARD"

I know that Hughes had purchased one of the lots in the newly
created subdivision on Little Spirit Lake created by Ole
Peterson.

Railroads - RLLC "There was a disastrous wreck on the Rib Lake Northeastern Railway Tuesday afternoon. Four [railroad] cars
were derailed and the wrecking crews were kept busy all day Wednesday clearing away the ruins. No lives
were lost."
J.J. Kennedy & "Mr. and Mrs. Angus Kennedy, formerly of Coeur d'Alene, Idaho, are now living on a homestead at Chester,
family
Montana. They enjoy it very much."
People & Rusch "Miss Martha Rusch and her sister, Bertha, left for Fairchild on Tuesday to visit about two weeks."
Spirit Lake & Fire "A party of Chicago gentlemen arrived here Tuesday afternoon for a week's outing on Spirit Lake. They were
to stay at the cottage of W.E. Hughes, but found it had burned, together with its contents, last week, so they
started back for Chicago on Wednesday. Last Saturday afternoon the summer cottage of W.E. Hughes of
Chicago burned to the ground at Spirit Lake. It had just been completed and finished and was to have been
occupied this week. The loss is estimated at $500. It is one of the incidents incumbent upon excessively dry
weather."
Entertainment & A SPECIAL TO MEDFORD! "The Herald is in receipt of a letter from Henry Mauerer, Secretary of the
Germania
Saengerfest Board, in which he states that "the Saengerfest Board has arranged to have a special train of three
coaches from Rib Lake to Medford and back again on Sunday, June 26. The train will leave Rib Lake about 8:
00 o'clock in the forenoon." ¶ Everyone for Medford!"

This is a reference to the RLLC logging line running to the
northeast of the Village.
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Entertainment &
Rib River

"Mrs. Dan Pilon has bought the old J.J. Kennedy house. The deal was closed Saturday. This historic place
was the first frame house built in Rib Lake. It has been fixed over and additions have been made to it from
time to time, and the same is in good shape."
JACOB KAPITZ "Jacob Kapitz has leased Whittlinger's Meat Market and put a competent man in charge of it.
The change was made last Friday. Mr. Kapitz says he will keep a large supply of fresh, salt and smoked meats
on hand at all times, buy eggs and butter from the farmers, and sell at a small margin of profit. ¶ Harry Werner
of Ashland took charge of the new butcher shop opened by Jacob Kapitz last Friday. Mr. Werner is a practical
butcher of several years experience and will give the patrons prompt attention and keep the market nice and
tidy."
"Last Saturday afternoon Mrs. A.L. Allen entertained about 60 ladies and gentlemen to an outing on Holden
and Wagner's Point across the lake (in 2008 Buksa's). Some crossed the lake in boats and others went with
teams and otherwise around the lake to gain the point. The day was an ideal one for an outing and everybody
enjoyed the shade in the woods and the delicious refreshments. Each guest was requested to write an original
verse about something he or she saw, and some of the verses were quite catchy. The place is an ideal one for
picnic parties and the hostess made no mistake in choosing the place for her company, which she entertained
lavishly."
"Max Knower caught the largest trout of the season. A monster rainbow, 22 inches long, weighing 4 1/2
pounds, Signed George Knower."

In the 1980s I was inspecting some work taking place on
Fayette Avenue and discovered that old hog-feed was being
dug out. It was under several feet of fill and still in excellent
condition. Hog-feed described wood chips, the product of the
"hog" at the RLLC, which ground up the slab wood.

It's hard to believe that no one would notice the fire in
progress. There must have been other forest fires at the time.

Saengerfest is the German word for song festival. This one
was a state-wide singing event of German singing choirs. The
choirs came from throughout the state to Medford. Group
singing has been and remains a strong tradition in German
society. Everyone seems to sing and do well - in great
harmony.
We know that J.J. Kennedy's house burned to the ground in
1902; it was located on the far eastern end of Church Street. It
was rebuilt. This article seems to refer to a prior structure.
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Fire & Rib Lake - THE DANGER HAS SUBSIDED "Twenty men are fighting forest fires west of the Village Friday (today) as
Village
we go to press! ¶ There is no imminent danger now, but the fire has to be watched until we get rain, or until
the wind changes to drive it away. ¶ Yesterday (Thursday) afternoon fire threatened the Village on the west
side and the fire department and about 50 citizens fought it off. For a while it looked as though the Village
was doomed and panic reigned. The smoke was so thick you could almost cut it with a knife. Superintendent J.
B. Hall and the men from the tannery and from the mills gave material aid to the fire department in checking
the fire which was slowly but surely creeping into the Village. ¶ Tonight men will be stationed along the fire
line to keep watch. ¶ Yesterday afternoon Medford was asked for aid and responded promptly by sending
about 1000 feet of hose in charge of Norman Urquhart and the same arrived here in the record breaking time
of 2 hours and 10 minutes. ¶ Thus far nobody has burned out and exciting rumors should be taken with
reserve."
People & Hotel A.[ALPHONSE] BONNEVILLE "A. Bonneville left Wednesday morning on an extended visit to cover a
period of three months. First, he will visit his daughter at Green Bay. Then he will go to Menomonie,
Michigan to visit a brother-in-law. From there he will go to Alpina, Michigan to visit his brother, Dr.
Bonneville, who is in poor health. Crossing over to Canada, he will visit a brother-in-law in Quebec, and later
his old home, where he spent his boyhood days, at Lancaster, Ontario. He will visit one of his sisters whom he
has not seen for 27 years. While he is absent the [National] hotel will be managed by his daughter, Mrs. Pilon,
and Frank Haas will run the buffett. This will perhaps be the last visit that Mr. Bonneville will make to these
parts of the country and his friends wish him a pleasant trip."
Schools
THE ANNUAL SCHOOL MEETING "The annual school meeting was held at the high school Tuesday
evening. The attendance was fair. E.C. Getchel presided. ¶ The sum of $5,000 was raised for all school
purposes. ¶ A resolution was read and adopted to cancel all teachers contracts made by the old board. ¶ J.A.
Taylor was elected director and George F. Braun treasurer. The total number of votes cast was 92. ¶ The
auditing and the building and repairs committees were reappointed as follows: Auditing - Messrs. Joseph
Brehm, T.R. Begley and F.J. Hintz; Building and Repairs - Dr. Wichman, Henry Voss and George Kiger. ¶
Some harsh words were uttered in the maelstrom of fractional fight, but we hope to see peace come into the
camp to reign supreme."
Businesses
JOHN MCRAE "John McRae has decided to erect a new building for his bakery and restaurant on the site of McRae's buildings occupy Lot 11, Block A of McComb's
the present one and the work will be commenced at once. Mr. McRae will sell out all the groceries at cost to Racing Park Addition. In 2008, the bakery building - now
make them move quickly, but the baking will continue so that everybody can get bread. When the store part is vacant - still stands.
finished, which will be in about 30 days, the store will be stocked up again. We are glad that Mr. McRae's
business has grown to such proportion that it has outgrown the present quarters."
Railroads - RLLC "The section gang of the RLLC, under the foremanship of Anton Klister, has completed a new spur from the
& Camp 4
main line to Wood Lake. The same is about 1/2 mile long and will be used for loading the logs which are in
that lake."

7/22/1910

RLLC
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Law & Attorney

The new spur ran along the side of the lake just to the east of
the outlet from Wood Lake. See CD documents of Rib Lake
where a photograph showing the Shay locomotive positioned
alongside Wood Lake. You can easily walk to the site by
hiking the Ice Age National Scenic Trail, which circles Wood
Lake.

"A contractor from Merrill has brought his equipment here to raise the dead heads in the lake. The work will A dead head is a log that took on so much water it sank to the
be commenced as soon as he gets a new propellor for the gasoline launch."
bottom of the lake.
"The fire alarm was given Sunday afternoon but the firemen did not get to the fire. Some bark in the tannery
yard caught fire, but the same was put out in a few minutes. The recent forest fires will cost the Village in the
neighborhood of $300."
"The farmers in this vicinity can find some consolation in the fact that although their crops are poor this
season, they are much better than anything south of here. The scarcity of hay has caused farmers in
Greenwood and Chelsea to sell their stock at 2 cents a pound on foot and many carloads have been shipped to
Chicago."
"The new concrete sidewalks for Krueger and Eggleston, George Kelnhofer and the First National Bank have
been finished and now Mr. Wagner is repairing the concrete sidewalk of Mr. Marcus. At its next regular
session the Village Board will pass an ordinance which will make it mandatory upon all property owners on
McComb Avenue to build cement sidewalks as soon as existing wooden sidewalks are condemned. The cost
is about the same, as the Village pays one-fourth of the cost of cement sidewalks."
HERMAN LEICHT LAWYER AND NOTARY PUBLIC "Consultation in English or German. District
Attorney for Taylor County. General civil and probate practice. Medford, Wisconsin."

7/22/1910
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Church - Catholic - "The Rev. Fr. Trompeter bid his flock a final goodbye this week and departed to make room for his successor,
St. John's
Rev. Fr. Weiten of Dorchester. Fr. Trompeter will spend some time in visiting until he is assigned to regular
duty in the LaCrosse diocese under Bishop Schwebach. ¶ Fr. Trompeter delivered his farewell address to the
congregation on July 11...It was a masterpiece of oratory. His many friends in Rib Lake regret his departure
and wish him many blessings."
Westboro & Hotel "Dave Warner of Perkinstown has leased the Lundeen Hotel at Westboro and took possession of same on
Monday. Mr. Warner deserves success in his undertaking and we predict that he will give the trade a fine
hotel service if he has half the chance."
Spirit Lake & Hotel "Hotel Maes at Spirit Lake is enjoying a liberal patronage this season from tourists and towns people who go
there to fish and find rest on weekdays or on Sundays. The hotel is deservedly popular because Landlord and
Landlady Maes make it comfortable for guests and are very obliging. ¶ Thomas Andresen, Register of Deeds,
and Irwin McCumber, the County Treasurer, have been at Spirit Lake for a short outing. This is the first
opportunity these two faithful public servants have had this summer to bury themselves in the forest and get
closer to nature and both of them think that Spirit Lake is a fine summer resort and will come again."
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People & Rusch

Fr. Trompeter was in Rib Lake about 2 years and asked to be
reassigned.

The Spirit Lake Hotel was a 2 story structure on the southeast
corner of Little Spirit Lake. In 2008, a public pavilion stands
on the site next to the boat landing.

"Ernest Zuther, who has held the office of Fire Warden in the Township of Rib Lake, has resigned on account
of the severe criticism of his administration by the citizens and which he considers to be unjust. Some criticize
him for being too lenient and others for being too severe. He has caused a number of arrests of violators of the
law and will administer the duties of his office until his successor has been named."
"There will be a picnic and dance at Hintz's Bowery on Wood River, in the Town of Rib Lake, Sunday
afternoon, July 24. Everybody is cordially invited."
"The first trainload of logs from Wood Lake was brought in Tuesday morning."
"At a meeting of the Village Board Tuesday, a resolution was passed to amend the fire department ordinance.
Hereafter the firemen will get 50 cents for the first hour and 25 cents an hour for all time thereafter while
fighting forest, brush, grass or prairie fires. The rate of 50 cents an hour for fighting fires in buildings in the
Village has not been changed."
"S.J. Williams, Head Bookkeeper in the office of the RLLC, will have his annual vacation next month and will
spend it visiting in the east."
MRS. THOMAS BREHM "Mrs. Thomas Brehm was born in Gerolzhofen, Bavaria, on June 7, 1849 and died
at Rib Lake on August 4, 1910. Her maiden name was Kunigunda Hoffmann. She was married in 1877, six
children being borne to them, of which Fredrick, the second youngest, preceded her in death in February,
1908. The living are Joseph, Henry, Frank, Thomas H. and Otto. Henry lives one mile west of Medford and
the others in Rib Lake. The first three are married. She came to America with her husband in 1882, settled in
Philadelphia and came to Chelsea in 1884. ¶ The funeral was held Monday morning at St. Anna's Catholic
Church in Greenwood, the Rev. Peter Weiten officiating. All of the living children and relatives and friends
from far and near attended. The funeral procession was formed from her late home on McComb Avenue in this
Village, and at half past 8 proceeded to the church in Greenwood, four miles away, and one of the largest ever
witnessed here. Messrs. John Gamper, Henry Maurer, John Bix, Carl Hormann, and Albert Bossard, members
of the Maennerchor [men's chorus], Columbia of Medford, sang in the church and at the grave.
¶ The black casket, in which the earthly remains laid in sweet peace, with a parting smile on her face, was
profusely laden with floral tributes from relatives and friends. ¶ Her sweet face made sunshine in a shady
place. The spirit of her love was not weakness but strength. Gently, almost unconsciously, it coerced those
coming in contact with her, to strive for if not to attain the realization of her ideal. Life will never be quite the
same to those who knew here, and those who were nearest to her will long for her with unutterable longings long for a mother's counsel and advise, and a wife gentle and loving sympathy. She was a woman of strong
Christian character; patient, loving and self-sacrificing."
"Fire has been raging on Section 23, Town 32 North, 3 East, for a number of days. C.T. Hintz lost about
Wood Lake is in this section. I take it that the Wausau
$1,500 worth of timber (known as the Lou Wilson job), Stephen A. Konz had some timber in danger and some Lumber Company chose to buy land there because they could
of the timber of the Wausau Lumber Company burned over."
drive their timber down the Wood River to the Rib and thence
to Wausau.
DR. A.L. ALLEN "Physician and Surgeon. Office hours 8-10 a.m.; 1-3, 5-8 p.m. Residence phone #4, office
phone #9. McComb Ave., Rib Lake, WI"
MARRIED "Miss Martha Knop, daughter of Charles Knop, Sr., and Alfred Bleck, were married at the German
Evangelical Lutheran Church at half past 10 o'clock yesterday morning, Sept. 1 by Rev. Sydow. The couple
was supported by Anna Knop and Charles Ziemke and Lena Bleck and Paul Krueger..."

9/16/1910

RLLC

"The machine shop which the RLLC is building south of their mill, is to be a wooden building 40 x 80 feet and
will stand on a concrete foundation. A force of men and masons are now building the foundation. A [railroad]
track will be run into the shop from the planing mill and cars and engines will be run in on this track. The
equipment is to consist of a McCabe lathe, which will have a capacity of 14 feet between centers, a planer, a
common drill press, a radio drill press, a wheel press and a forge. The blacksmith shop will be moved into the
machine shop as soon as it is finished. L.W. Lueckenbach of Marshfield, who has been engineer on the
company's locomotive, will have charge of the shop and is supervising its construction. This machine shop is
something that the company has needed some time ago and the matter was under discussion off and on when
Fayette M. Shaw was general manager.
9/16/1910 (cont)
RLLC (cont)
It will not only be a great accommodation to the company, but to this community as a whole, for off times
there are little jobs that someone wants done in a hurry and the work can now be done here. Our citizens are
pleased to see the company make improvements as it means that the company intends to do business here, and
we hope that everyone will do his part to make those who have their capital invested in this enterprise feel that
we take pleasure in their prosperity."
9/16/1910
Railroads - RLLC THOMAS RYAN OF MERRILL "Tom Ryan, the new locomotive engineer, is breaking the record for big
hauls. The other day he brought in 35 loads in one train and never takes less than 32, it is said. 35 loads is
equivalent to about 70,000 board feet."
9/23/1910
J.J. Kennedy & "James Upjohn, who has been away on a trip to the Pacific coast the past two months, arrived home Tuesday
family
and is in the harness again at the old stand. Mr. Upjohn saw a long stretch of the country and took the time to
enjoy it. At Eureka, Montana, he spent several days with Mr. and Mrs. Lane Jewell. At Spokane he met the
family of J.J. Kennedy and at Everett he spent a few days at the home of Mr. and Mrs. A.R. Hyatt. He was
also at Coeur d'Alene, Idaho but did not meet any Rib Lakeites that he knew."
9/23/1910
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J.J. Kennedy &
family

NEW TELEPHONE COMPANY IS ORGANIZED "C.R. Claussen has organized a telephone company at
Spirit Lake to be known as the Spirit Lake Telephone Company. The officers and directors elected are as
follows: President Patrick Cullen; Vice President George Meyer; Secretary Charles Danielson; Treasurer Ole
Peterson; Directors, one year, A. Helm; two years, M. Scheller; three years, C.J. Magnuson. ¶ It is the
intention of this company to operate and maintain a telephone system around the vicinity of Spirit Lake and
connect with the Rib Lake Telephone Company's line at Spirit Lake. All the holes are dug and poles are being
distributed and work has commenced in earnest. ¶ There will be a circuit completed as far as Maes's Hotel
within a short time. The new company will operate in the neighborhood of 30 telephones when completed.
This will be a great help to Rib Lake in many ways. ¶ The construction work is being taken care of by Mr.
Claussen, our local telephone man."
"The Union Tanning Company has had a crew of carpenters and masons fixing up its houses all summer, and
on Monday the carpenters began to remodel the house in which Mr. Krueger died a year ago. As some people
have an idea that the present typhoid fever originated in this house, although it had been thoroughly fumigated,
the overhauling which it will get will dispel any fear which anyone may have as to its fitness for habitation in
the future. We understand the premises will be cleaned up thoroughly."
"William Kaatz, the young son of Mr. and Mrs. Julius Kaatz, fell into a leech at the tannery last Saturday noon
and scalded his lower extemities severely. However, the doctor is of the opinion that he will be able to be out
in two or three weeks."
TAYLOR COUNTY LUMBER COMPANY "The Taylor County Lumber Company, of which P.E. Marcus is
proprietor and Charles Miller, Manager, are sending out some advertising this week. Mr. Marcus is a
successful businessman and Mr. Miller is an experienced lumber man, and we predict that this new company
will do a big business from the start. They will confine their operations to this section for the present."
FIRE AT WESTBORO "Last week, Thursday night, fire swept the whole block north of the depot at Westboro
and cleaned it up. We understand there were two saloons, a store, a restaurant and a barber shop consumed in
the holocaust. The loss is partly covered by insurance. The cause of the fire is unknown."
"Charles Seidel, Jr. has bought Fred Scheithauer's Saloon known as the "First and Last Chance" in this Village.
The deal was consecrated Tuesday and consideration is said to have been $1,200. Mr. Seidel will lease the
place to Gottlieb Amacher, who conducted the Bank Saloon for a year and since July has been tending bar for
Fred Simon."
"John S. Kennedy, who has been at Wells, Michigan, all summer, arrived home last Friday."

An earlier edition of the Herald indicated that this building
was being erected where the Commercial Hotel had formerly
stood. RPR believes the site of this machine shop was to the
NE from the junction of McComb Avenue and Railroad
Street.
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Overview "The hotels in this Village have never been known to be so crowded as they are at the present time. Almost
10/14/1910 & Hotel every night there are several men looking for a bed for the night and it has happened more than once that some
of them have asked the marshall for lodging in the jail, being unable to procure it elsewhere. A year or so ago,
when we had the Depression, many of the married employed here up to that time left for other parts and their
families followed them. When the industrial situation brightened and the wheels began to move again, the
positions were filled with single men, mostly, and the hotels found themselves unable to cope with the
situation. The burning down of the old Commercial House last winter only tends to make the situation more
critical."
RLLC & Camp 1 OFFICE MOVED HERE "The office of the Copper River Lumber Company has been discontinued at
Medford and the fixtures, books, etc. have been brought here and hereafter all business of this concern will be
conducted from the office of the RLLC. Irv Doyle, who had charge of the office at Medford, is going to study
law."
Camp 4
"Charles Talbot is scaling logs at Camp 4."
J.J. Kennedy & "Mr. and Mrs. John S. Kennedy have packed up their household goods and shipped them to Gladstone,
family
Michigan, which is only about 4 1/2 miles from Wells, Michigan, where Mr. Kennedy is working. They
intended to leave last Saturday but on account of the illness of their son, were obligated to postpone their
departure. Mr. and Mrs. Kennedy have lived here many long years and are counted among the oldest settlers
of this Village. They have a host of friends here who regret their departure and hope the change of location
will better their health, wealth and prosperity."
Health
"The local Board of Health has had an analysis report of but three wells so far of the four wells sampled. But
one, that of Charles Klug, showed the presence of colon (typhoid) bacteria, but their number was so small that
it was not stated in round numbers in the report. If the water is boiled for a while and the well pumped out a
few times, it is impossible that even the small percentage of the colon bacteria will be eliminated."
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MORE IMPROVEMENTS - RLLC WILL PUT IN A NEW BAND MILL "A new band mill and a new
carriage will be put into the mill of the RLLC as soon as it is shut down for annual repairs. The machinery is
already here. The saws are 14 inches wide. The rotary used at present will be taken out. ¶ This change has
been contemplated a long time ago because the band saw can cut more lumber out of a log than a rotary. In
other words, a lot of the sawdust will be converted into lumber. ¶ The company has a large run of hardwood
ahead of it for next winter. It is understood that all the hardwood and some hemlock for Athens will be hauled
here by rail, and the new locomotive, which was ordered in July, is expected to arrive this or next month. It is
larger than either one of the locomotives used by the company at present. ¶ The logs from Wood Lake have
just about been sawed and the mill will have a run on hemlock cut and peeled last summer. ¶ The track to the
new machine shop was laid this week and the machinery in the shop will be ready to do work in about 2 weeks
more. Just now the carpenter crew gang is putting new sills under the old warehouse.
¶ The proposed changes in equipment and the addition of the new locomotive and the new machine shop is
construed by our citizens as an indication that this company intends to stay with us for many years, and lends
more confidence and stability to local business enterprises and people who own their homes here and thought
of selling them and moving away have decided to stay. ¶ Now, the next best thing to do, to show the company
that it's worth is appreciated, is to take an interest in public matters and do their best to keep the taxes down to
the lowest notch."
KALK-KNOP "Invitations are out for the wedding of Miss Bertha Kalk and Mr. Charles Knop, two popular
young people in this community. The wedding will occur on Thursday, November 3, at half past 10 in the
morning at the German Evangelical Lutheran Church in this Village."
"Carpenters are busy building a lumber warehouse and office, 24 x 30 feet, for the Taylor County Lumber
Company, owned by P.E. Marcus. The building will be just east of The Fair Department Store. Mr. Miller is
the manager of that end of Mr. Marcus's business."
"F.J. Hintz was in Wausau the fore part of the week and inspected the new $2 million pulp mill at Rothschild,
Wisconsin, which will be in operation in another month. C.T. Hintz has made a contract to deliver 10,000
cords of pulpwood and 2 million board feet of hemlock logs to said mill next winter."

"Amos Hall, who has been employed by the United States Leather Company for a number of years, has
resigned his position with said company and gone to New Hampshire to take charge of a tannery at Merrimac,
on the Merrimac. We understand that this is an independent concern. Mr. Hall's many friends in Rib Lake
wish him much success. Mr. Hall, although a young man, is one of the best posted men on tanning in
Wisconsin, or the country, for that matter."

As far as I know, John S. Kennedy was not a relative to J.J.
For more information on all of the Kennedy's, see "Movers
and Shakers: Cast of Characters to Early Rib Lake History",
Doc. #12269.

The Fair Department Store was located on the SE corner of
Landall and McComb.
The Hintz brothers, Frank J. and Carl Theodore, will cut the
pulpwood in the Rib Lake area, drive it down the Rib River in
spring; the log drive will continue south from the junction of
the Rib and the Wisconsin to the new pulp mill at Rothschild.
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"Dr. A.L. Allen and his family departed for LaCrosse last Monday night. The doctor will be back in a few
days to wind up his business and say goodbye to Rib Lake friends for good. H. Sargent bought the doctor's
building on McComb Avenue and will move in, using the upstairs for living rooms and the downstairs for
Mrs. Sargent's millinery store. The building now occupied by Mrs. Sargent's Millinery Store will be fixed up
for Dr. Rosenberry, who has located here. The many friends of Dr. Allen and family hope to hear good news
from them from time to time and wish them all the blessings of this earthly life. ¶ Dr. A.J. Rosenberry,
formerly of Wausau, who has been taking it easy for a few years to restore his health, which was on the verge
of collapse from overwork, has decided to resume the practice of medicine and surgery and has located in Rib
Lake for that purpose. He has rented the building north of the Opera House, which has been used for a number
of years by Mrs. H. Sargent as a millinery store, and will move into it just as soon as it is vacated and
prepared. The doctor is well known to many of the old timers of Marathon County and in about 30 days he
will be joined by his son, who is a
physician and surgeon, and who will occupy the office with his father, so that those who call will find one or
the other doctor constantly. At the present time the young doctor is employed at Cleveland, Ohio. Mrs.
Rosenberry is an invalid and on that account will not come here with her daughter until next spring."
THE FAIR DEPARTMENT STORE - P.E. MARCUS, PROPRIETOR "The largest, most modern and up-todate department store in Northern Wisconsin, which is backed up with 20 years of experience and straightforward reputation before the public. ¶ We offer you a stock of merchandise selected from the largest markets
and most reliable and advance style of producers in the United States. Dry goods, ladies, misses' and
children's coats and suits, ready-made garments of silk and satins; men's, youths' and boys' suits and overcoats;
ladies' and gents' furnishings; ladies' and gents', boys' and girls' boots, shoes and rubbers, hats and caps. ¶ We
call special attention to our department of carpets, large square rugs and linoleums. ¶ Also our grocery
department, which is complete in every detail. Our entire stock has been renewed from end to end and from
floor to ceiling. We invite you to come and we guarantee you that we will make our word good. ¶ No one will
be disappointed. You will find everything you are looking for at prices that will be attractive and interesting.
Signed P.E. Marcus, Proprietor"
NORTHWESTERN DEPOT AT MADISON "Madison - Before cold weather sets in, Madison will claim one
of the most architecturally beautiful railroad stations on the Northwestern line. The big depot at Blair and
Wilson Streets will in all probability be opened for traffic early in November...¶ There will be a corridor and
immense general waiting room. The dimentions of the latter will be 78x 50 feet and the ceiling 32 feet above
the floor, will be decorated with a heavy bas relief schoolwork cast in plaster of paris. Later these decorations
will be tented but the color scheme has not yet been decided. ¶ When the building is finished, the exterior will
present an imposing structure of Bedford stone, adorned by its long marquis and clock and hemmed in by its 6
railroad tracks and umbrella shed. ¶ The dining room, it is believed, will be generously patronized because of
the 37 or more trains that will stop here daily after the new station is finished, many of them will stop long
enough to give the passengers time to take dinner."
"A good newspaper is the grandest temperal blessing that God has given the people of this country. In the first
place, all people read the newspapers and the newspapers furnish the greater proportion of the reading to the
people. They don't read books. The old people look for deaths, the young for marriages, the businessmen read
the business and financial columns and those who are unemployed read the want advertisements. Great
libraries make a few intelligent men and women, but newspapers lift the nation into the sunlight."
THE STRUGGLE IS OVER - REPUBLICANS ELECT ENTIRE STATE TICKET - ALL REPUBLICAN
COUNTY OFFICERS ELECTED EXCEPT THE SHERIFF "It was predicted by many that the vote would be
light because the contest between the two leading parties was not so spirited as on former occasions. It proved
to be so, for when the votes were counted, it was found that only 164 ballots were cast all told in this Village."

Tannery & People "John Hanifen is now at Rib Lake superintending the tannery work at that place. We understand that he will
move his family there."

P.E. Marcus was an energetic and amazing business person.
He has just gone into partnership with his son-in-law, Mr.
Miller, to found a new sawmill in the Village of Rib Lake, the
Taylor County Sawmill. He and Miller are now erecting a
retail lumber building in downtown Rib Lake, 300 feet east of
McComb Ave. All of this is taking place in a village that has 3
other lumber outfits, the RLLC, Stephen A. Konz and Hintz's.

I included this to graphically illustrate the dominating force
that railroads were in 1910. 37 trains a day served Madison,
Wisconsin from the Chicago and Northwestern Railroad
alone. In addition, the Milwaukee Road and the Illinois
Central provided passenger service. In 2008, there is no
passenger service at all for the City of Madison unless you
want to drive to Portage, WI served by a twice daily Amtrac
train.

I am pleased to announce that my grand-uncle, Albert Steiner,
running as a Democrat for the position of Taylor County Clerk
of Court, got 49 votes in the Village to his opponent, W.E.
Hibbard, who took 97. ¶ Three candidates ran for the position
of Commissioner of Insurance. It was then a statewide, elected
office. ¶ The Herald reported: "The Socialists have again
swept Milwaukee and elected their entire county ticket." This
included Mr. Victor Berger, who was the first Social
Democrat elected to the American Congress.

11/18/1910

Rib Lake - Village BRUCE DAIRY FARM "Do you want first class milk? If so, stop that milk wagon in the morning. Milk 6
& Agriculture
cents per quart. Cream 36 cents per quart - Bruce Dairy Farm, phone 42-2."

11/18/1910

Hunting

11/18/1910
11/18/1910

RLLC & Camp 1
People

11/18/1910
(cont)

11/18/1910

11/18/1910

"The City Press advises sportsmen to wear red caps and coats while hunting during the open season for deer.
This is good advice, and should be supplemented with an admonition that all fool city hunters should stay
home. A man should have his eyes tested when he applies for a license, and if discovered to be color blind,
should be refused. There are many in the woods now who can't tell the difference between a red and a black.
All fool hunters should be scared out as soon as they land, before they shoot somebody."

The Bruce Dairy Farm was located in the northwest portion of
the Village - on the west side of modern CTH D and on the
north side of Rib Road. It offered patrons in the Village
morning home delivery of milk and cream.
The deer hunting season has just begun. Regulations limited a
hunter to a single deer. Apparently there was still no law
mandating particular clothing for deer hunters.

"Bob Hess came up from Athens Saturday. He is running one of the RLLC's locomotives at that place."
HOHL-PROBST "Miss Julia Hohl and Mr. Joseph Probst were united in the bonds of matrimony at St. John's
Catholic Church in this Village November 15 at 10 o'clock in the morning by Rev. Fr. Weiten who celebrated
a nuptial high mass for the occasion. The bride was supported by her sister, Miss Margaret Hohl, and the
bridegroom was supported by his brother, Mr. George Probst. ¶ The wedding feast was held at the home of the
bridegroom. Beginning with the wedding dinner it was in progress all afternoon and evening. ¶ Mrs. Probst is
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Mathias Hohl, well-to-do and highly respected people living on a farm just west
of this Village, and is a young lady of many graces of mind and person, who is capable of filling the home she
will adjorn with happiness and will prove to be truly a help-mate and companion by the side of the husband
she has chosen to honor with her hand.
People (cont)
¶ The bridegroom is from one of the best families, being the son of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Probst, Sr., who live
on a farm in the Township of Greenwood. He is considered one of the substantial upcoming young men of the
county, who will make his mark as a worthy son of honorable parents. ¶ Congratulations on the happy event
are numerous and this paper is greatly pleased on this occasion to add its heary good wishes to those being so
freely extended."
Fire & Businesses LIVERY STABLE BURNED OUT "The Livery Stable of Hintz and Krueger was discovered to be on fire
yesterday morning at about 9 o'clock and the fire department was called out and had the flames under control
in a little while, though not until after much damage was done to the building and contents. ¶ Mrs. Pope was
the first one to see the flames and rushed in and got the horses out and by that time others came to her
assistance and got a few things out. All of the sleighs and cutters were in the hay loft and these, together with a
lot of hay, are a total loss. ¶ The building, which is owned by W.E. Pope, is damaged to the extent of $500 and
the loss of Hintz and Krueger is estimated at $800. We have not been able to learn whether any of the property
was insured. ¶ The fire started above the stove in the office. None of the stable employees were on the
premises when it happened."
Camp 4
WOODSMAN IS HURT "Morrin Barclay, a young man employed in Camp 4, had the misfortune to have his
right leg and foot smashed Monday afternoon. He was taken to the hospital at Marshfield Tuesday morning.
It is heard that he will lose his foot. Dr. Wichman took him to the hospital."

11/18/1910

River Drives &
Hintz

CONTRACTS WANTED "We are ready to make contracts for 1910-11 delivery of pulpwood on Rib River.
Full particulars will be given on application to the undersigned. C.T. Hintz"

Carl Theordore Hintz is working hard to make certain he can
fill his contract to deliver pulpwood by river - to the
Rothschild Pulpmill.

11/25/1910

Schools & Roads

"William Banks had his new bus out the other day but had to take it back to the stable because there was not
enough snow on the ground. He certainly has the best thing out in that line. The bus is all enclosed and has a
stove in the front part to keep the passengers comfortable in cold weather. The seats run lengthwise so that
passengers sit facing each other. It is painted yellow and was built by Kennedy and Miller."

I take this to be a horse drawn sleigh made into a school bus.

11/25/1910

Fire

"We have been asked to explain matters a little for the firemen. Some people indulged in a lot of cussing and
fault finding with the boys at the last fire, which was unjust. In the first place, the fire alarm system does not
work and never did, and the money that was spent for this system was that much good coin thrown away.
Because the system does not work (and it never will) the firemen are not to blame. Second, the firemen had
the hose out and water on the flames inside of 5 minutes after the whistle blew. When the boys assembled at
the hose-house, there was no team in site, so they grabbed the hose wagon and ran it to the fire without any
delay of any kind and got there about as quick as it would have taken to hitch on a team. For some reason the
water supply was shut off twice from the pumping station, and had it not been for this, the firemen would have
been through half an hour sooner. The new nozzle and the "Siamese Twins", which have been but recently
added to the equipment and used the first time, proved their worth on this occasion. They were purchased,
together with other material, on the recommendation of the new chief."

11/25/1910

11/25/1910
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People

EMERY MORRISON McKINSTER "Emery Morrison McKinster, the eldest son of Mr. and Mrs. Alex
McKinster, who met his tragic fate in the waters of Rib Lake on the eve of November 18, was 13 years and 20
days of age. ¶ He attended the 7th grade of our public schools and that afternoon (Thursday) when school was
out, went skating on the lake. He was seen opposite the McKinster home at supper time and when he did not
come home and it was getting late, his father began to search for him. The father and his partner in business,
Robert Prouty, searched all over the lake that night where it was safe to venture upon the ice, but it being dark,
they could not find the boy. Friday morning he was found near the island by the father, Robert Prouty, Frank
Haase, Alfred Bonneville and August Wagner. ¶ The body was in about 10 feet of water in a cramped position,
where the ice was so thin that it was unsafe to stand upon it, and the boy's red pocket handkerchief floated on
top and was frozen in the ice.
People (cont)
¶ Funeral services were held at the home Friday afternoon at 1 o'clock, the Rev. George Vaughn, pastor of the
Methodist Episcopal Church, officiating, and the choir of the church singing several beautiful selections. The
remains were taken to Eau Claire on the afternoon train and were accompanied by the parents and two of their
children. The funeral was held at Eau Claire Sunday afternoon at 2 o'clock from the Baptist Church. ¶ The
tragic death of this boy - who was bright, obedient, gentlemanly, little fellow, and the love and pride of his
parents, brothers and sisters - should be a warning to others who are wont to venture upon the ice before it is
thick enough to ensure safety. It is so hard to keep the little tots at home when they have reckless examples of
elderly persons set before them every day as soon as ice begins to form on the water..."
Politics
COUNTY FATHERS IN SESSION "The county fathers have been in session since Tuesday at the courthouse
and will probably finish up their labors tomorrow. ¶ The first two days were taken up largely in receiving
petitions, bills, etc. The report of the Equalization Committee as per the report of the Supervisors Assessment
by Vincent Storch given below was unanimously adopted. Following we give the valuation of the different
towns as fixed by the Equalization Committee: ¶ Aurora - $662,000; Browning - $433,000; Chelsea $355,000; Cleveland - 481,000; Deer Creek - $570,000; Greenwood - $422,000; Grover - $416,000; Goodrich
- $337,000; Hammel - $309,000; Holway - $400,000; Little Black - $693,000; Maplehurst - $351,000;
McKinley - $685,000; Medford $714,000; Molitor - $240,000; Roosevelt - $348,000; Rib Lake - $644,000;
Taft - $389,000; Westboro - $1,128,000; City of Medford - $1,393,000; Village of Rib Lake - $768,000. ¶
[RPR has rounded off these figures]
Politics (cont)
¶ Following are the members of the Board: L.A. Burbey - Town of Chelsea; Ole Bakke - Town of Aurora;
Alex Mathey - Town of Browning; Frank Fountain - Town of Cleveland; John Gamper - Town of Deer Creek;
Robert Klemm - Town of Greenwood; L. Benoit - Town of Grover; John H. Slais - Town of Goodrich; W.D.
Molitor - Town of Hammel; Ole Erickson - Town of Holway; Phil Schupp - Town of Little Black; W.T.
Prouty - Town of Maplehurst; Carl Nelson - Town of McKinley; John A. Franzen - Town of Medford; Henry
Maurer - City, First Ward; Frank Brodowsky - City, Second Ward; E.L. Urquhart - City, Third Ward; Albert
Schmeiser - Town of Molitor; Ignatius Strzelewicz - Town of Roosevelt; Walter St. Clair - Town of Rib Lake;
Theordore Engstrang - Village of Rib Lake; Stany Teclaw - Town of Taft; J.W. Kaye - Town of Westboro."
Rib Lake Herald "Bring us a load of dry hardwood and we will send you the Herald one year."
RLLC
"Hugh McMillan and Dan Pilon came up from Knowlton for Thanksgiving last Sunday and returned
Monday."
Hintz & Roads
"C.T. Hintz sent some teams and a water tank out to his camp last week and the work of making ice roads will
be begun at once. Hauling will be in full swing just as soon as it turns cold."
People & Rib Lake "Mrs. Charles Talbot took up a collection of money, clothing and food stuffs this week for the family of E.H.
- Town
Huhndorf, who were reported to be on the point of starvation. The citizens of this Village responded liberally
to her appeal, and William Braatz will see what he can do for the destitute family among the citizens of Rib
Lake. Mr. Huhndorf is in Milwaukee and is in such poor health that he can barely earn enough for his own
support. His wife and children have had hardly anything to eat and wear for some time. We understand that the
Town Board will be asked to take a hand in the matter."
RLLC
"Dan McLeod, the "Barn-boss" of the RLLC, unloaded a carload of oats (1,500 bushels) Tuesday."
Homestead & J.J. HUGH J. KENNEDY "H.J. Kennedy, who with his son went to Canada last spring to take up a homestead,
Kennedy & family came home Monday to stay until next March, when he will return to his homestead. He and his son took up
620 acres 14 miles north of the Montana state line. Soft coal is used for fuel and can be dug in the banks of
the river and delivered for $1.50 a load. Mr. Kennedy and his son are now citizens of Canada, as they had to
take the oath of citizenship before they could file on the land."
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Law & Railroads - CIRCUIT COURT IN PRICE COUNTY "Phillips, Wisconsin, November 28 - Judge J.K. Parish opened the
Wisconsin Central November term of court for Price County last Monday with 104 cases on the calendar. Out of the 67 jury civil
cases, 61 were against the Soo Railroad Company, for damages caused by forest fires, which it was claimed
had been started on the railway company's right-of-way, and spread to the land of about 60 owners. These
causes were continued for the present as negotations for settlement were pending. ¶ Only one criminal case
was tried, namely, the case of State versus Max Meyer. Meyer was charged with having negligently permitted
a fire to start and burn a tract of timber land belonging to one Wallace in the Town of Worcester, the jury
found Meyer not guilty."
Rib River Valley & "B.L. Boss, who is teaching at the Rib River Valley School, was home for Thanksgiving vacation. Edwin
Edwin Martin was my mentor in writing the 1981 centennial
People
Martin, one of his scholars, accompanied him."
book. He had two children. Shirley moved to Milwaukee and
became a semi-professional baseball player. She is one of the
few women admitted to the Wisconsin Sports Hall of Fame.
Ed's son, Amos, moved to St. Paul where he worked for the
Chamber of Commerce. Ironically, yesterday, Amos was
buried in Rib Lake, April 17, 2008.
Camp 1 &
"The RLLC has borrowed an engine from the Soo Railroad while their large locomotive is being overhauled in
Railroads - RLLC their machine shop. The engine's driving wheels have been taken off and are being turned down, and when the
engine is assembled again and overhauled, it will be sent to Athens to haul logs from Goodrich. A new wheel
press has been added to the equipment of the machine shop. This shop is now equipped almost as well as any
railroad shop, and it is interesting to see the big work on the lathe."
Law & Forests

STATE VOTE ON AMENDMENTS "Madison, Wisconsin, November 30 - Of the three amendments to the
constitution submitted to the electors at the recent election, that of increasing the pay of members of the
legislature from $500 to $1000 is defeated by more than 15,000 votes. ¶ The third proposal, that to authorize
the legislation to appropriate money for the purpose of acquiring, preserving and developing the water powers
and the forests of the state, etc, has carried by a substantial majority. This is the amendment, however, that the
legislature failed to pass upon at the regular session, leaving it for the special session that was to be called to
pass upon the proposal presented by the several special legislative committees. The special session has never
been called, nor will it be, so this proposal to amend the fundamental law, though approved by the people,
must also fail."
Politics & Rib Lake TAX LEVY FOR 1910 "At a special meeting of the Village Board Tuesday evening, the following tax levy
- Village
was made for the year 1910: State and county tax $4,995; School district tax 4,408; Street light tax $1,320;
Loan from sinking fund $1,000; sinking fund for light bonds $850; general expense $1,031; Total $13,604.92.
¶ The rate will be 3% on the valuation, or one-half percent less than last year. Our county and state tax this
year is $424 less than last year."
Rib Lake Herald & THIRTEEN YEARS OLD "With this issue The Herald has rounded out its 13th year and will pass on towards
Overview its 14th milestone, as it were. The present proprietor came to Rib Lake on Friday, the 3rd of December, 1897,
12/29/1910
and the first issue of the paper came out on the 10th of the same month, or the following Friday. If this is
anything to the superstition about things begun on Friday, we have been spared, thank the Lord, from such
visitation. In our 13 years we have seen the hamlet of 500 population grow to 1200 and the industries double.
The future looks good to us and we do not dread it, having ample assurances that the industries are good for 15
years yet, and by that time this will be a rich farming community.
Hunting
KILLED MANY DEER - TOTAL NUMBER OF CARCASSES SHIPPED OUT OF STATE WILL EXCEED The total number of deer taken in the statewide deer hunt is
4000 - HUNTING RECORDS BROKEN "Madison - The total number of deer killed and shipped by hunters reckoned to be over 8,000.
in Wisconsin since November 10, when the season opened, is considerably over 4,000, according to the count
of coupons received in the office of Game Warden G.W. Rickeman. ¶ Coupons received at the game warden's
department are only for deer shipped. Deer killed by settlers and residents and not shipped are not reckoned, as
no coupon was required. This number is probably equal to that of the carcasses shipped."

12/9/1910

Physicians &
Businesses

12/9/1910

Hintz

"August Wagner has moved out of Ed Johnson's building and moved into the building formerly occupied by
Mr. and Mrs. H. Sargent. Dr. Rosenberry was to have this building, but as he did not pay anything down and
did not take the key, he has lost his rights to it, and should he come (which is very much doubted at the present
time), he will be obligated to look up a new location. The doctor was to have been here on the first of
December but his coming is very dubious now."
"C.T. Hintz has about 15 teams and about 65 men busy in the woods, skidding and hauling. Loggers say this
is fine weather for their business."
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"The following prices will be paid for ties delivered in my mill yard in Rib Lake: Straight price for 8 1/2 inch
and larger, 20 cents. Culls, 6 cents each. I will pay the highest market price for all kinds of logs. Prices for ties
delivered on Rib River or its tributaries is 18 cents straight for 8 1/2 inch and larger. Signed Carl Theodore
Hintz."
"Dr. L.L. Taylor, formerly of this Village, came up from Waupun last Saturday and remained until Monday
making collections. The doctor is looking fine and shows all indications of prosperity."
"L. Leeman, who represents the Wausau Lumber Company, was in the Village Friday. He is now located at
Goodrich with a large crew of men. His company will put about 3 million feet of hemlock into Rib River and
about 1 million feet of hardwood will be shipped to Rib Falls by rail. The haul to the river is about 3 miles
long."

Stephen A. Konz runs an ad just beneath Hintz offering the
same prices for "round ties". Both offers were for tie cuts, that
is, a log from which a tie could be sawed.

Please note that the railroad shipment is to Rib Falls, not Rib
Lake. Rib Falls had a sawmill right on the Rib River. The
railroad shipment of the hardwood was necessitated because
hardwood does not float. The route of the railroad that
conveyed hardwood would be through Athens to Abbotsford
south on the Soo Line to Marshfield, east from Marshfield
toward Wausau on the Chicago Northwestern. A branch of the
Chicago Northwestern left the main line near Edgar and ran
northward to Rib Falls.

LOGS, TIES AND BASSWOOD BOLTS "We buy ties and basswood bolts delivered at Rib Lake. Also
Note that if you opted for a cash payment, you received "part".
hardwood logs, delivered in Rib Lake or at Wagner's mill at Interwald. You can trade your logs, ties and bolts
through the store or we will make part cash payments. You know Marcus will treat you right. Just give us a
chance to figure with you. Signed P.E. Marcus. Charles Miller, Manager, Log Department."
"In the past there has been a practice of cutting evergreen trees (commonly called Christmas trees) from the
island in Rib Lake. The island being private property, and all trees held as valuable to me, no matter how
small, I ask that no more trees or shrubs are cut, so under no circumstances cut a tree or shrub. Signed Mrs.
M.A. Holden."
"Ernest Zuther, the fire warden for the Town of Rib Lake, sent some Christmas trees to relatives in Nebraska.
They have no evergreens in the prairie state."
"Henry Stelling's sawmill near Schaack's place will be started up the fore part of January and will saw ties in
the beginning. Mr. Stelling is in a position to do custom sawing and the manufacture of lumber, lath, shingle
and railroad ties."
NOTICE - TIE LOGS "I will pay a straight price of 18 cents for round ties, not less than 8 1/2 inches in
diameter at the small end, delivered at Schaack's Crossing or switch. Signed William Braatz."
"The RLLC shipped a water tank and a rutter to Athens Wednesday."

Agriculture &
"The Herald has received a card from Hay Springs, Nebraska from W.E. Hughes, Immigration Agent of the
Railroads Soo Line, stating that he is loading three cars of immigrants for Taylor County. Nebraska is a strictly hay and
Wisconsin Central cattle country and the dry seasons are driving the farmers out. We, who live in a state where there are varied
industries besides farming, do not realize how hard it must be for people in a strictly dairy state when there is a
failure of hay crop several times in succession. Up here, when one industry fails, we can turn our hands to
another, but not so down in Nebraska."
Rib Lake Herald & "It is all very well, when you have nothing to do but kill time, to talk about keeping boys on the farm, but you
Agriculture
might as well spend your time spitting at a crack. Boys will stay on a farm as well as anywhere, if they receive
decent treatment at home. The boy who is yanked out of bed by the hair, kicked out to milk and cuffed in to
breakfast, as a preliminary to being popped through in the field all day, is not likely to be consumed by his
love for the glories of agriculture - nor for his sire. Give the boy a fair show, and he'll stay home until the
cows come home. If you are so mean he can't stay at home, don't you go to your neighbors with a hypocritical
snuffle and tell about your boy's ingratitude after you have raised him."

Mrs. Holden resided on the south shore of Rib Lake.

The same edition of the Herald reported: "F.H. Ellison left for
Chicago on Wednesday with a [railroad] carload of Christmas
trees to be disposed of in that city."

Both devices were used in making an ice road. The water tank
was on a sleigh. It would be pulled by a team of horses and
the water released from several spigots at the rear of the tank.
This eventually created the ice road, although dozens of passes
would need to be made. The rutter consisted of two steeltipped cutters mounted on a sleigh. They cut two parallel
grooves into the ice. The sleigh runners ran in the ruts. This
permitted the steam hauler to haul a dozen or more loaded
sleighs at one time since all of the sleighs would - hopefully stay in the ruts.

12/23/1910

Schools & Rib
Lake - Town

TOWN TAXES "The 1910 tax roll for the Town of Rib Lake, now in the hands of Town Treasurer, Paul J.
Seidel, shows a total of $12,670.20. This is $1,117.83 less than last year. The items are: State tax - $1,427.90;
county tax - $3,74.89; town tax - $3,964.50; delinquent highway tax - $1,911.83; school district taxes $2,284.09; Overrun on tax roll - $6.99. ¶ The tax rate per 100 of valuation varies according to the school
district. Leaving out the delinquent highway tax, or mill tax for highway repairs, which is generally paid in
labor by residents of the town, the rate for different districts is nearly as follows: ¶ For School District #2 $2.20. ¶ For joint School District #2 (Rib Lake and Greenwood) - $2.36. ¶ For School District #4 (Mud Lake)
- $2.59. ¶ For School District #3 (Spirit Lake) - $2.70. ¶ For joint School District #1 (Village and Town) $3.00. ¶ For School District #5 (Harpers Lake) - $3.53."

12/23/1910

Hunting

14 HUNTERS KILLED - THIS IS STATE GAME WARDEN RICKEMAN'S RECORD OF FATALITIES
IN THE STATE "Madison - 14 fatalities, resulting from careless or accidental discharge of firearms, in the
hunting camps of Wisconsin, compared with 33 in 1909, is the record appearing in the office of Game Warden
G.W. Rickeman. That the greatly reduced number is at least partly due to his suggestion that hunters wear red
caps while in the woods, is the belief of Warden Rickeman..."

12/23/1910
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Obituary (cont)
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Obituary (cont)

MRS. CATHERINE WALTY "The subject of this sketch, who passed away at her home near Wellington Lake
on December 14, 1910, after an illness of two years standing, was born in Ohio on the second day of March,
1843 of Swiss parentage. Her maiden name was Catherine Reifenacht, and at the age of 22 was married in
Ohio to Samuel Walty. The family moved to Indiana and in 1883 came to Taylor County and settled on a
homestead in the Town of Greenwood. About 18 months later they moved onto the place now known as the
Walty farm. ¶ She was the mother of 8 children, 7 of whom survive her, Homer, the eldest, lives at Vicksburg,
Mississippi. Emma is attending medical college in Chicago. Mrs. Duncan McMillan, another daughter, is
living at Savage, Montana. Arthur is at Meridian, Mississippi. Roy and Walter at Nepos, Idaho and Dio has
lived on the farm most of the time and helped his mother make the place what it is now. Mr. Walty, the
husband and father, died at the Soldier's Home in 1907.
¶ Homer and Emma arrived in time to attend the funeral, which was held Sunday afternoon. After a short
sermon and prayers at the home by the Rev. J. Sig. Stone, Pastor of the Church of Christ, the funeral cortage
started from the house at 1 o'clock. The following were the pallbearers: Joseph, Henry and Fred Niggemann,
George and Guy Wallace and Fred Schlosser. Ten teams followed the hearse. The beautiful black casket, in
which her earthly remains rested, was covered with floral tributes from friends who had known and esteemed
her these many years. Amongst them were flowers from the Modern Brotherhood Lodge of Chelsea. The
house was comfortably filled with friends and neighbors who had come to take the last look at her peaceful
countenance. ¶ The funeral services were conducted at the Church of Christ at 2 o'clock and the church was
filled to its utmost capacity. At 3 o'clock the procession left the church and escorted the remains to its last
resting place in the Rib Lake Cemetery. She was a woman of generous impulses and never forgot the
hospitable ways of the pioneer. The stranger, even though a beggar, never failed to find food or shelter if he
sought it at
her hands, and she was at home by the bedside of the sick and delighted in all kinds of neighborly offices. She
had borne adversity bravely and enjoyed prosperity quietly. She had filled the various relations of life as
daughter, wife, mother, sister, friend and filled them well. Who can do more? ¶ But she is gone! Another name
is stricken from everlasting roll of our old settlers, and sorrowing children and a lonely home are left to attest
how sadly they will miss her. It must be so; these tender human ties cannot be severed without a pang. Yet in
such a death there is really no cause for grief. Her life work was done and well done. Wearied with life's duties
and cares, she lay down to rest. ¶ Not for her be our tears! Rather, let us crown her grave with garlands, few of
us will live as long or as well."

Note the comment about paying taxes in labor. The town
highway tax could be paid off through work. What is now
CTH C was once a town highway. A half mile north of the Rib
River was a small gravel pit. A group of town men had
gathered there to shovel gravel into a wagon to pay off the
highway tax. ¶ My father told me the following story: one man
in the group was considered a simpleton, but he was a hard,
steady worker. The others in the group decided to slow down
their shoveling and have the simpleton load most of the
gravel; they were surprised when the simpleton, deciding that
he had shoveled his share, put down his shovel and rested. The
remainder of the group then shoveled their fair share. ¶ Please
note the number of schools that were serving the Town of Rib
Lake: 1st, there was elementary and high school in the
Village; the elementary school, the Ward School, served town
residents near the Village. The outlying portions of the Town
of Rib Lake were served by Mud Lake, Spirit Lake, Harper
Lake, James Lake & Fawn Valley schools. Each had a
separate school board and its own tax rate.

The Walty farm was on the north side of Wellington Lake and
on the south side of STH 102, including the N 1/2 - SE 1/4,
Section 32, Town 33 North, Range 2 East. The last Walty to
live there was Rolland, who sold out about 1995.

12/23/1910

Camp 4

"Jack Bukovich, who received a bad beating in a saloon brawl Christmas eve and was picked up and taken to
Scott's hotel, is the innocent victim of race hatred and prejudice, and one on whom certain persons vented their
spite for another man's grudge. He was an innocent bystander when the brawl began. He was unarmed. He has
been employed in Camp 4 for the past 7 months, it is said, and is one of the most peaceful fellows in said
camp. He has a family of 7 in the old country and last week received word that one of his sons died. We are
told that his case will not rest where it is but that there will be something done about it soon."

1911
1/6/1911

1/6/1911

1/13/1911

1/20/1911
1/20/1911

Railroads - RLLC "F.J. Gonier of Ashland, as the locomotive engineer in the employ of the Soo, was sent here to run the "3& Camp 1
Spot" and the first day that he was on duty he broke the bone in the little finger of his left hand, which will lay
him up for a week. ¶ The sawmill of the RLLC was running at full blast again, the double shift having been
started Tuesday. After the hemlock is sawed and out of the way, the cutting of hardwood will be commenced.
The log train makes one trip from Goodrich every other day." (emphasis added)
Businesses

The comment about the log train from Goodrich is the first
time that I have found written confirmation of a story told to
me by the late Ed Martin. He claimed that the log train ran
from Camp 1 through Goodrich to Abbotsford thence north to
Chelsea and then to Rib Lake. Here is confirmation of that
report.

"We buy ties, bolts and hardwood logs delivered at Rib Lake. Also hardwood logs delivered at Wagner's mill This is the first time that I have seen P.E. Marcus buying logs.
at Interwald. We will pay the highest market prices for this material. ¶ Come to see us before selling
He was the long-time owner and operator of a major store on
elsewhere. Signed P.E. Marcus ¶ Charles Miller, Manager, Log Department"
McComb Ave, called The Fair. That store had a large ad on
page 1 of the January 6, 1911 edition of the Rib Lake Herald.
P.E. Marcus went bankrupt c. 1923.

Railroads - RLLC "One of the locomotives of the RLLC known as the "3-Spot" was wrecked in the yard Friday night by running
into a car which was not in the "clear" on the sidetrack. The left side of the engine was ripped up so that it will
require two weeks to repair the damage. The engine and crew saved themselves by jumping."
Railroads - RLLC "The RLLC is daily expecting a new locomotive which was shipped from the shops last week. The company
is in dire need of another engine for its logging operations."
Businesses
"In closing my books for the year 1910, I find the same to be the best of my 10 years in the hardware business,
and I wish to thank my friends and customers for their liberal patronage. I solicit a continuance of same and
hope to make many new acquiantances during the coming year, and promise a square deal to all. With the
seasons' greetings, yours for hardware, sporting goods and farm implements, J.A. Taylor."

1/20/1911

Konz

1/20/1911

RLLC & Camp 1

1/27/1911
1/27/1911

Health
RLLC

1/27/1911

Businesses

"The sawmill of S.A. Konz has been running the past two weeks with excellent prospects for a long season's
run. The mill is running on hemlock lumber and lath. Charles Gay of Medford is doing the filing. The roads
are good and logs, pulpwood, cedar, ties and hemlock bark are coming to market at a rapid pace."
"The RLLC has shipped its steam log hauler to Athens."

"An agent of the Chippewa Falls Hospital sold hospital tickets in the neighboring lumber camps this week."
"The RLLC's building, has at its machine shop what is called a "rabbit log loader", which will be used for
loading their logs at Athens, and will be shipped by rail as soon as it is assembled. This style of loader propels
itself on top of flat cars."
"A.F. Priebe, one of our prominent merchants, sold his stock of general merchandise and business to Fred
Niggemann, one day this week. Mr. Niggemann is to take possession about the 5th of February. He has been
employed in the mercantile business as clerk for a number of years during which he has acquired a thorough
understanding of good business methods and the value of goods. His aim will be to give full value received
for every article purchased in his store. ¶ Mr. Priebe will retire after many years of hard work in the
mercantile business and after a short rest will turn his activities in another direction. His plans for the future
are not definitely settled at present."

This may be a reference to the use of the steam hauler in the
area around Athens for benefit of the RLLC and Camp 1.
More likely, the RLLC has leased the steam hauler to another
lumber company. The major logging concern in Athens at the
time was the John Rietbrock Company. The Braun Lumber
Company and a third, smaller concern (Chizek) were also
operating there.

1/27/1911

Rib River Valley & "The farmers of Rib River Valley are very busy hauling logs and pulpwood to the river for the Marathon
River Drives
Papermill Company."

2/3/1911

Businesses & Spirit
Lake & Ole A.
Peterson
RLLC & Railroads
- RLLC & Camp 1

2/3/1911

2/10/1911

Tannery

2/10/1911

Hintz Town

2/3/1911

Greenwood &
River Drives
Environment &
Camp & RLLC

2/17/1911

2/17/1911

Clubs/Orders

2/17/1911

Businesses

"Ole A. Peterson of Spirit Lake is planning summer-resort lots on Spirit Lake which he will improve and offer
for sale in the near future. Said lots are nicely located and ought to bring a good price. Mr. Peterson is a
shrewd businessman and a hustler."
"The new locomotive of the Copper River Land Company reached its destination Tuesday night after being on
the road 19 days from the Baldwin Locomotive Works at Phildelphia. The pilot informs us that the trip was
prolonged on account of losing many days on the route in transferring from one railroad to another. The
locomotive weighs 60 tons and is of the 6 wheel drive type, with a large boiler, large fire box, small drivers,
air brakes and electric lights for which current is generated by a dynamo on top of the boiler. Its number is
101."

This is the second time that the Herald has carried news under
the line "Rib River Valley". The comment of hauling logs to
the river for the Marathon Papermill Company shows the
intention to drive pulpwood to the Rothschild, WI papermill.

The Copper River Land Company owned considerable land
east of Goodrich and east of the Rib River. It was a subsidiary
of the US Leather Company. Its land was the site for Camp 1
of the RLLC. ¶ It is interesting to note that the editor of the
Herald has been referring to the anticipated new locomotive as
being purchased by the RLLC.

"Bark is being shipped to this point from all locations at a lively rate. Last month the tannery received
somewhere around 180 [railroad] cars of bark."
"W.F. Krueger was out to Hintz's mill this week to file saws for the mill which was started up last Friday and
has about a two million [board feet] cut ahead of it."
"The landing on the Rib River are pretty well filled up already, beside the river is nearly full. We sure do hope
it will rain some next spring. Drive hung up here last spring."
BIG PINE TREE. "We are informed that at Camp 4 of the RLLC, one pine tree was cut up into 26 (?) logs
The pine tree being referred to was undoubtedly a white pine,
which scaled 4,900 (?) feet. Who says there is no more pine in Taylor County?" [All ? appear in the original pinus strobus. I have seen claims of white pine of 200 and
Herald article]
250 feet high growing in Wisconsin but I have been dubious.
If the logs were the minimum length of 8 feet, it would require
208 feet of tree to make 26 logs. ¶ The question marks in the
article were inserted by the editor, who himself was dubious. ¶
I doubt the account is true. The loggers loved to hit records
and loved to have bragging rights. They probably made 26 8'
logs even though the last logs were of no real commercial
value. But what a great story to brag about. ¶ Please note that
Camp 4 is still operating at this date. It was among the four
camps opened by the RLLC upon its purchase by Central
Leather Company in 1906.

"The Catholic Foresters installed the following officers Thursday evening: Spirtual Director Rev. Peter
Weiten; Chief Ranger John Schaack; Vice Chief Ranger William F. Schneider; Past Chief Ranger Joseph L.
Niggemann; Recording Secretary Henry Niggemann; Financial Secretary Paul J. Seidl; Treasurer Joseph
Brehm; Senior Conductor Arthur Pertmer; Junior Conductor Joseph Tilp; Inside Sentinel Lawrence Seidl;
Outside Sentinel Charles Seidl; Trustees A.D. McLellan, F. Simon, Stephen Konz; Delegate to State
Convention Joseph Brehm; Alternate John H. Schaack; Deputy High Chief Ranger Boheim of Ashland was
the installing officer. Dance and refreshments followed and a very pleasant time was had by all."
[Front page ad in the Herald] "Twenty years of merchandising history in Taylor County. ¶ The Fair
Department Store, P.E. Marcus proprietor. ¶ We invite your inspection of our carefully selected new spring
goods which are daily arriving and now are being displayed by us. ¶ OUR NEW FLOUR AND FEED
DEPARTMENT is worth your attention. We just unloaded two [railroad] cars of the choicest feed that could
be secured, which we are selling at very attractive prices. Remember, we also constantly carry in stock rye
and wheat middlings, linseed meal, shelled and cracked corn, bran, wheat and rye flour. It will pay you to get
our prices on any of these food stuffs when you are in the market for them. ¶ The public and our patrons have
conceded that I am the originator of low and popular prices for good merchandise, and this is the reason why
mine is the fastest growing store in Taylor County. ¶ IT IS ALSO MY POLICY ¶ TO CARRY NO GOODS
FROM ONE SEASON TO ANOTHER, but to begin each season with the newest that the season affords. We
are making a clean sweep of the remainder of our winter goods and now are selling them below manufacturer
prices.

Phillip E. Marcus was indeed a successful merchant. I believe
he was the longest running merchant in Rib Lake as of Feb.
17, 1911. His ads were carried in the very first editions of the
Herald that I was able to view in 1902. I believe by 1911 he
had outlasted all of his competitors. He built a platial home at
517 Second Street - in 2008 it is owned by Wendy and Randy
Budimlija.

2/17/1911 (cont)
2/17/1911

Businesses (cont) Come to see our exceptional values. THE FAIR DEPARTMENT STORE. ¶ P.E. MARCUS,
PROPRIETOR."
Fawn Valley & "Edward Gerstberger is laid up with rheumatism. ¶ George Meyer, who is working in the woods for William
Western Fever
Braatz, lost a horse valued at about $500 last week. The horse was working on the tramway at the large mill,
and was found dead in the barn. Death was due to apoplexy. It certainly was a very grievous loss to the
owner. ¶ Mrs. A. Krueger and Miss Edna Gerstberger called at Gerstberger's Sunday. ¶ Henry and Freboth
have finished their job of hauling to Schaack's switch, and have commenced to haul to Hilbur's landing. ¶
Albert Edwards is making preparations to move upon his homestead in Alberta, Canada, the last of this week.
¶ Max Zuther is comtemplating going to Canada this spring to take up a homestead. Best wishes, Max."

2/17/1911

Hintz

2/24/1911

Entertainment

2/24/1911

2/24/1911

2/24/1911

2/24/1911

2/24/1911

3/3/1911

"The following prices will be paid for ties delivered in my mill yard in Rib Lake. ¶ Straight price for 8 1/2"
and larger, 20 cents. ¶ Culls, 6 cents each. ¶ I will also pay the highest market price for all kinds of logs. ¶
Prices for ties delivered on Rib River or its tributaries is 18 cents straight for 8 1/2" and larger. Signed C.T.
Hintz"

"Numerous sleigh rides are being taken by our young people these beautiful evenings, and oh, how they enjoy
themselves!"
Tannery
"The gloom which has been settling down on the tannery has been dispelled once more and the prospects have
brightened up again. Hides have been put to soak again and a large quantity of leather has been shipped. The
cheer of the employees has risen 100%."
Church - Christian "The revival meetings at the Church of Christ are having good attendance and a lively interest is being shown
in the meetings. There have been 7 conversions to the faith thus far. The Sunday evening services will be
held at the opera house again to accommodate the crowd. Everybody is cordially invited to any and all of the
services."
Spirit Lake & Ole "O.A. Peterson informs us that he has recorded his plat of lots at Spirt Lake summer resort and the same are
A. Peterson
now offered for sale. A map of the lots is on exhibition at the Herald office."
Entertainment

Note the reference to a switch at Schaack's. This is probably a
reference to a siding. In all likelihood there were a variety of
sidings along the main line to facilitate unloading of forest
products. Boy, do I wish I had a map showing these spot
lines.

Note the reference to ties delivered on the Rib River or its
tributaries. Small tributaries such as Lemke Creek in
Interwald were used for log driving purposes. The high spring
water levels were augmented by the construction of temporary
logging dam, which could discharge a short gush of water
when needed.

It is interesting to note how frequently depression-like
conditions have struck the Rib Lake Tannery.

This subdivision of land still exists as of 2007. It lies on the
west side of Little Spirit Lake and consisted of a subdivision
of government Lot 1.
Shawtown was that part of the Village north of Fayette
Avenue. It got its name from Fayette Shaw, the founder of the
tannery. Kennedytown is that portion of the Village south of
Railroad Street. It was named after J.J. Kennedy.

"Mrs. John Mauch entertained a company of ladies at her home Tuesday evening. The first on the program
was a photograph contest, which was enjoyed very much by all. After that, there was a game of soap bubble
tennis between the ladies of Shawtown and Kennedytown, which was won by those from Shawtown with a
score of 134 to 119. This game produced alot of laughter and excitement. Refreshments were served at 11
o'clock and consisted of peanut sandwiches, sweet pickles, olives, jelly roll, cream cake and coffee. All had a
good time"
Taylor County
"Charles Miller, manager of the Taylor County Lumber Company, is now very active buying hardwood logs in This is the first reference to this concern published in the Rib
Lumber Company this vicinity."
Lake Herald. The 1913 Standard Atlas of Taylor County
shows the "Taylor County Lumber Mill" located in the Village
of Rib Lake on the west side of Kennedy Street, now CTH D,
just 100 feet north of its junction with Fayette Avenue. ¶ With
the construction of the Taylor County Lumber Mill in the
Village of Rib Lake, Rib Lake had 4 lumber mills operating
simultaneously, the RLLC, Stephen A. Konz, John Mathe
(later, the C.T. Hintz Lumber Company) and Taylor County.
Charles Miller had been the log buyer for Rib Lake merchant
P.E. Marcus.
RLLC & Camp 1 "The steam log hauler of the RLLC has finished its work at Athens and was brought back this week."

3/3/1911

Law

"The honorable John K. Parish, our circuit judge, was in Rib Lake Thursday to renew acquaintances. The
judge is full of life and spryer than ever."

The State of Wisconsin was divided into judicial circuits. As
late as the 1970's Taylor County was in a circuit with Price
and Ashland. The circuit court judge conducted court in all
three counties. In the 1970's and 80's, you still had a county
judge in each county in addition to the circuit court judge. In
criminal felony matters the initial appearance and preliminary
hearing would be heard in county court. If a criminal
defendant was bound over for trial, the proceedings, including
the trial, would take place in the circuit court. The Taylor
County Courthouse had a separate courtroom for both the
county court and the circuit court. The county courtroom was
on the second floor of the courthouse and in the 1970's was
where Judge Peter J. Seidl presided. At that time the circuit
courtroom was a beautiful big room dominating the third floor
of the courthouse. Our circuit court judge was Louis J.
Charles. He resided in Ashland.

3/3/1911

Tannery & US
Leather Co

"A timber cruiser of the Union Tanning Company has been inspecting the company's forests and bark and log
operations in this vicinity."

This is the first mention in the Herald of the Union Tanning
Company. No explanation was given. Was it related to the
US Leather Company and/or the Central Leather Company.
The 1913 Standard Atlas of Taylor County identifies the
tannery complex in Rib Lake as "Union Tanning Company".

3/3/1911

Hintz

3/3/1911

Camp 4

"C.T. Hintz has finished his hauling this week. At the present time he has 20 teams engaged in this work and
the estimated value of the timber he has cut, hauled and put into the river is placed at $100,000. His mill at
Hintztown will start on a double shift next week and has about a million feet of good timber to saw."
"John Diesing is employed at Camp 4 with his team."

3/10/1911

Konz

3/10/1911
3/10/1911

"Messrs. T.R. Begley and S.A. Konz attended the convention of the Detailers and Retailers of Hemlock which
was held at Wausau last week. One of the many things to which their attention was called was a variety of
soap manufactured at Tomahawk from hemlock sawdust and other ingredients."
J.J. Kennedy & "H.J. Kennedy and son started for Gull Lake, Canada, Tuesday, to live on his homestead which he took up last
family
summer."
Spirit Lake & Ole "Miss Emma Olson left for Stevens Point Monday to visit her brother, Anton. From there she goes to
A. Peterson
Plainfield to visit friends. We expect to see her back soon, but she says "I will stay until Easter, anyway." ¶
Sunday, Emma and Holda Olson, Nora Emmerich, Joan Carlson and Andrew Olson spent a most enjoyable
afternoon with Mr. and Mrs. Ole Pederson."

John Diesing was a farmer living in the vicinity of Spirit Lake.
This shows that he took his own team for use at the RLLC
camp. His team would augment teams of horses owned by the
company itself. This is a good illustration of one of the
advantages that Rib Lake farmers had. During the off season,
they were able to find work in the camp, not only for
themselves, but for their horses.

This is Hugh J. Kennedy, the brother of J.J. Kennedy.
Ole Pederson's name was later Anglicized to Ole Peterson.
Miss Emma Olson was a very good friend of my mother when
she boarded at the Olson farmhouse while teaching at the
Spirit Lake school about 1924.

3/10/1911

Camp 13

"Fred Linstead and Henry Mayer came home last Saturday from Camp 13 and returned Sunday in the storm."

This stipend of news is printed under the topic "Chelsea". I
take this to mean the Camp 13 built by the RLLC north of
Camp 4. ¶ I do not know the exact location of Camp 13. My
best information leads me to believe it was within Section 12,
Town 33 North, Range 3 East. It was served by the extension
of the Rib Lake Lumber Company railroad line that ran past
Wood Lake and then turned northward to Camp 11, then
Camp 13 and ending at Camp 10 in Section 1, Town 33 North,
Range 3 East. ¶ Much of my information on these camps
comes from the late Frank Erdman, who was 95 years of age
when I interviewed him in March of 1981. Frank placed
Camp 5, Camp 13 and Camp 10 all in Section 13, Town 33
North, Range 3 East. I doubt that there would have been such
a cluster of major camps within a single section. ¶ For a Star
News article & photo on Camp 13, see #10750. For a
chronology of camps, see #11776. For a map see #12257A.

3/17/1911

Spirit Lake

"George F. Meyer of the Town of Brannan, [later Spirit] has been in the Village and around farming country
taking orders for lightning rods. He will begin his work as soon as the frost leaves the ground. He is an
experienced lightning rod man and you can find his advertisement on the back page of this number."

About 6 months before this George F. Meyer was suing the
RLLC and Wisconsin Central Railway before the Wisconsin
Railroad Commission seeking a determination that the
defendants were obligated to provide him with train service.
The last we heard of the litigation was a rehearing order from
the initial order granting the petition. It is ironic that the
Herald has not reported further on this important issue.

3/24/1911

Tannery

4/1/1911

River Drives &
RLLC & Hintz

4/1/1911

Businesses &
Greenwood

4/1/1911

4/1/1911

"The tannery locomotive is in the machine shop for repairs and the tannery locomotive from Medford is up
here doing the regular work."
"About 60 men in the employ of C.T. Hintz started the [river] drive on Rib River last week with fine prospects
for a nice drive, but the snowstorm in the last few days somewhat checked its progress. Few people realize
how important this outlet is to Rib Lake and its vicinity. A few years ago it was a common site to see both
sides of the railroad spurs piled up 10 feet high with pulpwood from the beginning of winter until the middle
of the following summer, because shippers could not get cars. Now nearly all pulpwood and a great many logs
are floated down the river. The producers and the shippers are thus enabled to realize on these forest products
sooner than they would otherwise."
"P.E. Marcus buys mill. ¶ The Kiger Mill at Urquhart, which was operated by William Wagner one winter,
passed into the hands of P.E. Marcus, one of our enterprising merchants, last Saturday. Mr. Marcus will at
once start to proceed to stock the mill with logs and thereby divert a few thousand dollars a year into Rib Lake
which would perhaps otherwise go to some other place."

The Urquhart post office was located in the SW 1/4, Section
28, Township 32 North, Range 2 East. I believe it was also at
one time referred to as the Rudolph post office because of
surrounding lots next to it being owned by Frank Rudolph.
This is 5 miles directly south of Wellington Lake. ¶ Urquhart
was named for Medford attorney K.J. Urquhart.

Rib Lake Herald & MUST WE APOLOGIZE? "Beginning with this issue, and ever hereafter, this paper will be Democratic.
Politics
From its inception in 1897 it has been Republican. We have contemplated this step a long time and have
decided to take it now. We are tired of the rancor, discord, jealously and bitterness engendered between the
factions of the Republican party of Wisconsin and want to get away from it. ¶ Others tell us that they are tired
of it too. The Democratic party's principals never appealed to us more strongly than they do now. Its
adherence in the county, state and nation are brilliant men and we shall be proud to be identified with them.
We feel that for this, and all of this, there is no apology required. We have failed in some respects in the past,
but that is inevitable with the imperfections of man. As Democrat we shall try to be better, with malice
towards none, and charity for all." (emphasis added)
Law & Attorney Letter to the editor of the Herald: "We must elect a circuit judge next Tuesday, April 4. Our old friend,
Judge Parish had but one opponent, G.N. Rijord of Ashland. ¶
Taylor County's pioneer, John K. Parish, is a candidate…Judge Parish owns and pays taxes on a tract of land Judge Parish was defeated.
in this town at Spirit Lake. He is interested in our welfare and our people naturally have an interest in the
judge. Signed A Citizen."

4/7/1911

4/7/1911

4/7/1911

4/7/1911

4/7/1911

4/7/1911

4/7/1911
4/14/1911

4/14/1911
4/14/1911

Politics

"The newly elected Rib Lake Village officers were President S.A. Konz; Trustee John Steffeck, Ralph Bruce,
S.J. Williams; Clerk Phillip A. Goelz; Assessor Jacob Kapitz; Treasurer Otto Heinske; Supervisor Theordore
Engstrand; Police Justice Bernard Hoey; Justice of the Peace Philip A. Goelz; Constable Frank Herbst and
Herbert Curran." ¶ The total number of votes cast was 246. No women turned out to vote.¶ TOWN OF RIB
LAKE ELECTION RESULTS: Chairman William Braatz; Supervisors Frank Knorn and Henry Freiboth;
Assessor Fred Schmidt; Clerk P.J. Cullen; Treasurer Paul J. Seidel [sic]; Justices of the Peace Pat J. Cullen,
Paul Kaske; Constable Andrew Olson and William Jonas. ¶ TOWN OF GREENWOOD ELECTION:
Chairman Joseph Probst; Supervisors August Jarchow, Robert Klein; Clerk Charles Schwock; Assessor John
Meyer; Treasurer Frank Rudolph; Justice of the Peace John Schreiner; Constable Fred Fuchs, Edward Klein
and George Schreiner."
Church - Lutheran "Palm Sunday, April 9, confirmation at 10:00 a.m. (German) and 2:30 p.m. (English). Lenten services 7:30 p. The Lutheran Church in Rib Lake was regularly referred to as
& Germania
m. Maundy Thursday evening services 7:30. Good Friday Divine Service 10:00 a.m. Easter Services with
the German Lutheran Church. It was also the only Lutheran
communion 9:30 a.m. (German) and 2:30 p.m. (English). Signed A. Sydow, Pastor."
Church in Rib Lake. But the Finlanders had a Lutheran
Church in the Town of Hill and the Lutheran Church in
Westboro was Swedish. There was a Norwegian Lutheran
Church in the Town of Spirit on present day STH 86; in 2007
a small memorial including the church bell is there. These
Lutheran Churches were largely identical in doctrine but chose
to use the speech of the immigrants that founded the
congregation.
RLLC

"The operations of the RLLC at Knowlton have been finished and their foreman, Hugh McMillan, has come
home. ¶ James A. Wright, General Manager of the RLLC, came over from Merrill in his auto. We used to
look upon the robin as the harbinger of spring, but the old order of things passes to give way to the new and
now the auto will bring us the thrilling message that spring has really come."

This is the first mention in the Herald that the RLLC had any
operations in Knowlton. Knowlton is a small town on the
Wisconsin River in southern Marathon County just about on
the Portage County line. ¶ I recall many years ago hearing
from Ed Martin that the RLLC had brought its steam hauler
from Knowlton, WI.

Railroads "Two masked men on the northbound Soo passenger between Prentice and Phillips failed in an attempt to hold
Wisconsin Central up the passengers one day last week. Word was sent ahead and when the train arrived [at] Phillips the would
be bandits were met by deputy sheriffs and quickly coralled. Their identity is unknown."
Businesses
"H.C. Headstream has opened a jewelery store and repair shop in the rooms formerly occupied by Dr. Brace.¶
William Martin and family have moved into the living rooms adjoining Mack Clendenning's barber shop. ¶
Krueger and Eggleston, the milliners, have been in Minneapolis and St. Paul to buy new millinery goods and
the same have arrived."
Camp 4
"Camp 4 of the RLLC has been broken up, the work for the season at that point having been finished. Robert What is curious here is the fact that about a month ago the Rib
Aitken, the foreman, will take a little vacation and go visiting."
Lake Herald made reference to Camp 13. Camp 4 and 13 both
operated in the winter of 1910-1911. No mention to date has
taken place in the Herald of Camps 6, 7, 8, 9, 11 and 12.
Greenwood &
River Drives
Businesses

"Much timber floated out down river with the first small spring flood, but the drive is hung up for water now."

"Jacob Janda, the latest addition to our circle of businessmen, has opened a fruit, confectionary and variety
store in the Herald building and is already doing business. He has a fine stock." Advertisement "I take
pleasure in announcing to the people of Rib Lake and vicinity that I have opened a fruit, candy, cigar, tobacco
and 5 and 10 cent variety store in the Herald building and respectfully solicit your patronage. Signed Jacob
Janda"
RLLC
"The RLLC has engaged a well driller to drill a well on the east side of the boiler house for water for the
boilers. The water in the lake is so dirty that it is unpractical to use it longer. An adage casing is being driven."
Hintz & Rib River "C.T. Hintz is a busy man these days. His mill is running and he has 60 men on the [river] drive."
Valley

4/14/1911

Attorneys & Law

4/21/1911

Rib Lake - Village RIB LAKE HAS 1,018 POPULATION. "The government statistics give the population of the Village of Rib
& Overview Lake for 1910 as 1,018, which is about 200 less than when it was incorporated [in 1902]. The population of
4/21/1911
the Town of Rib Lake is about 1,036. The city of Medford 1,846. ¶ Rib Lake Village is about 1,200 at the
present time. When the census was taken in 1910, Rib Lake was just beginning to rally from the depression of
1909."
Spirit Lake
NOTICE OF FILING OF PLAT. "Notice is hereby given that the following island has been surveyed, and that
the plat of survey will be filed in this office on May 26, 1911, and that on and after said date we shall be
prepared to receive applications for the [homestead] entry of said land. ¶ An island in Spirit Lake, described
as Lot 10 of Section 6, Township 33 North, Range 3 East, 4th Principal Meridian, Wisconsin, containing .6089
acres. Signed John W. Miller, Registrar, and H.G. McCrossen, Receiver."

4/21/1911

In the judicial election of April 4, Judge Gullick and Risjord
defeated Judge John K. Parish as circuit court judge. The
circuit court consisted of the upper level court for Taylor,
Price and Ashland Counties. At the same time, Taylor County
had as a county judge, M.A. Buckley.

There is one island in Big Spirit Lake. This island eventually
was purchased by a private party and a cabin was erected
there. Some still know the island by the name of Tabor, after
the purchaser. ¶ It may also be possible that this land was then
up for purchase from the United States government once the
plat was filed. Note that until the survey took place, in the
eyes of the law, the land did not exist.

4/21/1911

J.J. Kennedy &
family

"Kennedy and Miller, the blacksmiths and wagon makers, have taken an agency for farm implements and have As of 4/2008, I have no evidence that Allen Kennedy, the
a few nice samples on exhibition."
blacksmith here referred to, was a relative of J.J. ¶ As late as
approx. 1990, the Kennedy blacksmith shop stood on the south
side of Railroad Street 100 feet east of McComb Ave. It has
since been torn down. ¶ 2006 saw the cessation of blacksmith
activities in the Village of Rib Lake. In that year Otter Tail
Forge, owned and operated by Alan and Linnea Hansen, who
resided in the Town of Greenwod, was closed.

4/21/1911

Fawn Valley &
Agriculture

"While on a short trip Sunday through Fawn Valley to the cheese factory, we were pleased to see how nice the
green fields looked and to note the increased acreage stumped last fall and waiting for the plow this spring.
What a contrast between what we can see now and the wilderness which existed along that road 10 years ago!
This community can pride itself on the progress it is making and the rapidity with which it is developing to the
point when it will compete successfully with the best land in the state."

5/12/1911

Western Fever &
Homestead

"Some of our citizens are becoming interested in government homestead at Cass Lake, Minnesota. R.P.
Brown has taken up 160 acres in a beautiful location on the lake, and W.R. Wallace went there Tuesday night
to do likewise. Agent Heinske exects to join them in a few days. Any citizens of the United States may file on
the land and prove up in 14 months after paying the government $1.25 an acre. The land is covered with nice
spruce, cedar and some hardwood and is said to be worth $20 an acre."

5/12/1911

Fire & Camp 4

5/19/1911

"Forest fire threatened the standing timber, logs and buildings of the RLLC at the their Camp 4 last Sunday
and their logging train took about 70 men out in the afternoon to fight it. Monday the mill did not run and the
mill crew was taken to the woods to continue the fight against the scavenger. The lumber camps of the John
Weeks Lumber Company are reported to have gone up in smoke, but the actual damage is small. Sunday
morning the fire burned over the clearing on Albert Quednow's farm and the nearby farms and farm houses
were threatened for a while. The rain Tuesday night put the fires out."
Church - St. John "The Catholic congregation of Rib Lake wants the cemetery to be used exclusively for Catholics and the
the Baptist Catholic matter was brought before the Village Board at the last session. The cemetery in this village was deeded to the
Town of Rib Lake in 1895 by the Curtiss Brothers, and when the village became incorporated the Town gave
the Village a Quit Claim deed of it because all of the cemetery was in the Village limits. At the time when the
cemetery was laid out, it was intended that the Catholics should own or control part of it, but when the deed
was made to the Town by the Curtiss Brothers, this agreement was not mentioned in the deed. According to a
well established rule of Catholic Church, a cemetery cannot be consecreated until the congregation owns it and
it is free from debt. This is one of the reasons why the congregation of St. John the Baptist Church wants to
acquire a portion of it. The Village Board did not feel like taking the responsiblity because there is strong
opposition to the plan in some quarters; therefore, if the matter comes up again it is very probable that a
special election will be called for a referendum of the matter to the people and for their decision. If the people
of

Camp 4 was on the north side of Wood Lake. The Albert
Quednow farm was 2 1/2 miles to the southwest. It included
the NW 1/4 - NE 1/4, Section 29, Township 33 North, Range
3 East, as shown in the 1913 plat map.

5/19/1911 (cont)

5/19/1911

Church - St. John
the Baptist Catholic
(cont)
Schools

5/26/1911

RLLC & Camps

this Village want the Village Board to deed it to the catholic congregation, it will be done so without any
question or delays. On the other hand, if the majority of the citizens oppose it, the Board will not dare sign
away any portion of it."
TAYLOR COUNTY WILL HAVE TEACHERS TRAINING SCHOOL. "Taylor County is to have a
teacher's training school at the close of this year. It will be located in the old high school building at Medford,
which was loaned for that purpose by the school board. The county board took action on it at its session two
weeks ago. It is hoped the school will be in operation in December or sooner. Graduates of common schools
shall be obliged to attend two years at the completion of which they will obtain a certificate for three years,
which may be renewed at the end of that time for another three years upon one summer's attendance at school.
Graduates of high school shall be obliged to attend but one year to obtain the same certificate."
"Numerous bark camps are in operation west of Westboro and peeling has begun in earnest. The heavy rain
I take the comment about RLLC will have 2 bark camps in
has helped the "bark savages" a whole lot. The RLLC will have 2 bark camps this summer."
operation to mean they will have bark camps in addition to
their regular, numbered camps, which were devoted primarily - to saw timber.

5/26/1911

Rib Lake - Town & "We understand that in another year or so a new road will be built south from the Town of Hill, Price County, This is modern CTH C. The 3 miles saved was calculated by
Roads
to the county line of Taylor County, to meet a road to be built from the Town of Rib Lake north to the county using the route going eastward around Spirit Lakes.
line of Price County, on the section line west of Spirit Lake. It is said that this new road will cut off about 3
miles for the people of the Town of Hill when they come to Rib Lake, or 6 miles for the round trip. The road
in the Town of Rib Lake is to be an extension of the road running north from the town hall."

5/26/1911

Hintz & River
"F.J. Hintz is one of the happiest of men these days. You ask why? Well, the drive on Rib River, which was
Drives & Rib River hung up a year ago, has gone down and there is every reason to believe that every stick of timber in the river
Valley
will be floated down to the mills. The Herald has been given a tip that this drive, when finished, will loosen
up a sum of money amounting to about $40,000 and that most of it will come to Rib Lake. What's the matter
with petitioning congress for an appropriation to improve this important internal waterway?"

5/26/1911

Railroads "William Braatz and Fred Schmidt were up to Ogema the forepart of the week to appraise the damage done to
Wisconsin Central settlers when the fire last summer caused by locomotives of the Soo Railway. The cases against the railroad
will be tried in the circuit court of Price County."
J.J. Kennedy & "Mrs. H.[Hugh?] J. Kennedy departed for Gull Lake, Canada, last Monday to join her husband and her sons on This is a reference is to the sister-in-law of J.J. Kennedy, Mrs.
family
the homestead."
Hugh J. Kennedy. Hugh for many years had worked as the
street commissioner for the Village of Rib Lake. He is no
longer reported as receiving any monies from the Village nor
is he reported as doing work for the Village. It's interesting to
note that Hugh did not join J.J. Kennedy and Brother Angus
Kennedy at Coeur d'Alene, Idaho, or Spokane, Washington.

5/26/1911

6/2/1911

Businesses & Ole COOPERATIVE COMPANY ORGANIZED. "The stockholder of the Rib Lake Cooperative Company had a
A. Peterson
meeting at the Woodmen Hall Monday for the purpose of organizing and the following officers were elected:
Ole Peterson, President; August Jarchow, Vice President; Pat J. Cullen, Secretary; John Schreiber, Treasurer;
William Tetzlaff, Director. ¶ The company was incorporated for a capital stock of $10,000 and the
incorporation papers were signed by Ole Peterson, Ernest Zuther and Carl J. Magnuson. The move was started
and directed by the Right Relationship League and the plan is known as the old Rochdale (England) plan."

6/9/1911

Tannery

6/9/1911

Spirit Lake &
Camp - Bark

6/23/1911

Unfortunately the article does not tell us where the timber and
pulpwood went. There was a large sawmill at Rib River Falls
in Marathon County.

"Eugene Horton, who is at the head of the land department of the Central Leather Company, was in Rib Lake
this week."
"Bark camps have been built near Mr. St. Clair's place. ¶ Lambert and Nick Lamberti and Lambert Fuchs have
begun to work at the camps which the lumber company is building near St. Clair's."

Railroads - RLLC "The RLLC is cutting down a hill on the west side of their right-of-way near the high school and the gravel is
used for filling the hollow place along the lakeshore for the purpose of laying a side track for their cars."

Please note, no reference to the Union Tanning Company, nor
the U.S. Leather Company.
According to the 1913 Standard Atlas, H. St. Clair had a house
on the W 1/2 - NE 1/4, Section 17, Town 33 North, Range 3
East. This is probably the location of the camps. It is 1 1/2
miles directly south of Little Spirit Lake and approx. 1 mile
east of the logging railroad.
The hill referred to is the present location of Camp 28 bar and
restaurant in 2007.

6/23/1911

Church - St. John's LUTHERANS CELEBRATE 25TH ANNIVERSARY. "The congregation of the German Evangelical
Lutheran
Lutheran Church in Rib Lake celebrated its 25th anniversary last Sunday and many visitors from the
neighboring congregations were present. Rev. Burkholz, the former pastor of Thiensville, Rev. Freund of
Hamburg; Rev. Hillemann and family of Medford, the Young People's Society of Immanuel Church of
Medford; and candidate Motzkus of the Wauwatosa Seminary, were present. William Ungroat of Medford
played the organ. The church and yard were prettily decorated with potted plants and green trees. The
attendance was large. ¶ The Lutheran mission in Rib Lake was started in April, 1884 by Rev. Ungroat of
Medford and the congregation was organized in 1886 with 13 members. The church was built in 1899.
Services were held in the old school house from 1895 to 1899 and then in the methodist church until the
present ediface was erected in 1899. Of the original 13 members, 3 are now living here, namely Conrad Hein,
Berthold Hein and Ed Gerstberger. The Rev. H.G. Voss of Tomahawk assisted here from 1903 to 1906. Rev.
Burkholz, then pastor at Medford, held services
6/23/1911 (cont) Church - St. John's here at intervals. Rev. Arthur Sydow, the present pastor, was the first resident pastor and came here August 5,
Lutheran (cont) 1896. ¶ Since the organization of this church there were performed 385 baptisms, 183 confirmations, 43
marriages, 64 burials and 118 joined the congregation, which now numbers 364 souls and has 54 voting
members. ¶ This growth is indeed remarkable and the prospects for the future are better than ever."
6/23/1911
6/30/1911

"Dr. G.W. Harrison, M.D., physician and surgeon, has just moved to Rib Lake. Office is over First National
Bank. Office hours 10-12, 2-5 and 7:30-9."
Camp 4 & Camps - "Martin Duda of Minneapolis, who has been employed as a bark peeler in Camp 4, had the misfortune to fall
Bark & RLLC
on a broad ax last Saturday and cut his right leg."

RPR has in his collection of articles of incorporation a copy of
the Articles of Incorporation for this church. Inexplicably, it
was named in German St. Thomas Church rather than St.
John's Church. ¶ Many Wisconsin Synod pastors were trained
at Northwestern College in Watertown, WI. In one of its
lecture halls is a wood relief statue of St. Thomas and a quote
from the Bible (in Latin). "Beati sunt crederunt non viderunt"
"Blessed are those who believe (in Jesus) but have not seen
(Jesus).

¶ My guess is that Rib Lake Lutherans decided steadfast St.
John was a better model than doubting Thomas.

Physicians

6/30/1911

Fire

7/7/1911
7/7/1911

RLLC
Hintz Town &
Hintz

7/14/1911

Businesses

7/14/1911

Businesses

7/14/1911

People

7/14/1911

Schools &
Greenwood

7/21/1911

Businesses

7/21/1911
7/21/1911

Rusch
Entertainment

7/21/1911

Camp 4

"The Rib Lake Volunteer Fire Department elected the following officers last Monday evening for the ensuing
year: F.F. Thomas, Chief; John McRae, First Assistant Chief; James Downs, Second Assistant Chief; John
McRae, Treasurer; F. Janda, Secretary."
"Joseph Mauch, Superintendent of the sawmill of the RLLC, transacted business in Ashland this week."
"The [4th of July] celebration at Hintz Town was marred in the afternoon by the heavy rain which set in early
in the morning. In the afternoon it cleared up and a fair size crowd of boys and girls and older people gathered
at the bowery, where the Stelling orchestra, consisting of H.W. Stelling, Herman Hanke, E.P. Setterlund and
Eddie Kelnhofer, discoursed sweet music and the dance was in full swing until late into the night. All kinds of
refreshments were served on the grounds and various attractions, such as a doll rack, cane rack, etc. were on
hand. Supper was served at the home of Mr. and Mrs. John Lemke."
"The new bathrooms in the local tonsorial parlor [barber shops] are now ready to serve patrons. We inspected
them last week and were surprised at Mr. Olson's ingenuity in fitting them up. One can take a bath in them
and get relief from the intense hot weather at a trifling cost. Bathrooms in the larger cities are none better. As
an inducement and to advertise said bathrooms, the first two months patrons can get 6 baths for $1."

Here is evidence that the standard, numbered camps of the
RLLC were also involved in peeling hemlock bark - at least in
respect to Camp 4.

The Lemke property was located directly north of Hintz Town
on the SW 1/4 - SW 1/4, Section 9, Town 32 North, Range 3
East. ¶ In 2007 the site is devoid of any buildings, truly a
ghost town.

"If you want to sell your cattle, eggs, butter, and poulty for the best market price, go to the farmer's store - Rib
Lake Cooperative Company."
"C.R. Claussen, manager of the Rib Lake Telephone Company, arrived here Tuesday evening from Milwaukee
on his brand new motorcycle, a 4 horsepower Harley Davidson. The distance covered was 266 miles and Mr.
Claussen made it in 14 hours of actual running time, not counting the time he spent along the road visiting.
This is a record."
TEACHER WANTED. "Wanted, a German-English male or female teacher. 9 month school. $50 per month
for male teacher, $40 per month for female teacher. Inquire of Fritz Martin's school clerk, Rib Lake,
Wisconsin, RD #1, Box #34."
"Arthur Leistikow, representing J. Wick and Company, leaf tobacco dealers of Milwaukee, was here last week
and called on his patrons, Messrs. Phillp and William Goelz, cigar manufacturers. ¶ Dr. Jurdn, successful
specialist of Eau Claire, will be at the Central House, Rib Lake, July 22-24. Treats chronic and difficult cases.
¶ Williams Banks and son have bought George Kelnhofer's horse "Rowdy" and will use him with the other
horse to pull the bus."
"Herman Knop, one of our prosperous farmers, is building an addition to his house on the east side."
"Berry pickers are seen every day coming and going to the numerous berry patches in the vicinity. This has
been a good year for blue and raspberries."
"Camp 4 of the RLLC, of which Robert Aiken was foreman, broke up Tuesday, and Ed McMann, the cook,
Camp 4 must have been one of the most long lasting of the
left for his home at Chippewa Falls."
camps. It has operated since 1906. It was among the first
camps established by the Central Leather Company/ US
Leather Company when they purchased the RLLC.

7/21/1911

Entertainment

NEW GAME REGULATIONS. "The number of deer that may be shot was fixed at 2 and the provision to
prevent killing of does was stricken out. The deer season was fixed from October 15 to November 30, but the
licenses issued are good only for 25 days from date of issuance. The date for shooting ducks, snipe, plover
and wood cock is fixed from September 15 to November 30."

7/21/1911

Tannery

"Despite the fact that business is dull in Rib Lake, due to the fact that the tannery is shut down and the RLLC
laid off its night mill crew, there is considerable building operations going on in the way of new buildings and
improvements, and house moving, etc. It is rather difficult to find skilled labor to do this class of work.
Carpenters are about as scarce as hair on a bald head. This is a healthy sign of the stability of Rib Lake and
shows that people have confidence despite the flurries on Wall Street."

7/28/1911

Railroads Wisconsin Central
& Railroads RLLC & Spirit
Lake

RAILROAD COMMISSION RENDERS ITS DECISION - AT LEAST ONE TRAIN A WEEK ORDERED
TO SPIRIT FALLS. "On the 21st of this month the Railroad Commission of Wisconsin rendered its decision
at Madison in the case pending before it of George F. Meyer of the Town of Brannan [Spirit], Price County,
vs. the Wisconsin Central Railway Company and its successor, the Minneapolis, St. Paul and Sault Ste. Marie
Railway Company. The Commission ordered that at least 1 train on one day of each week shall be run from
Rib Lake to Spirit Falls. ¶ This case was started and had its first hearing on July 13, 1909, at Madison, and the
Commission issued an order for a train to be run on said branch to Spirit Falls on September 25, 1909. The
case was opened again and there was a rehearing on November 9, 1909, and last Friday the last decision was
handed down. ¶ It is uncertain as yet as to whether the railroad company will proceed to carry out the order of
the Commission or take an appeal from it to the Supreme Court. ¶ At the first hearing Mr. Meyer represented
himself, but at the subsequent hearings he was represented by W.K. Parkinson, an attorney for Phillips. W.H.
Nichols, ex-county surveyor of Price County, and Louis Mondo, timber cruiser of Spirit Falls, were Mr.
Meyer's witnesses.
7/28/1911 (cont)
Railroads The expense of retaining Attorney Parkinson is born by Mr. Meyer and the farmers of the Town of Brannan,
Wisconsin Central who chipped into the fund. ¶ The final order of the Commission follows, being based on 3 trains per weeks. ¶
& Railroads Now, therefore, it is ordered that the respondent, Wisconsin Central Railway and its successor, the
RLLC & Spirit Minneapolis, St. Paul and Sault Ste. Marie Railway Company, operate not less than one train on one day in
Lake (cont)
each week between Rib Lake and Spirit Falls, proper and sufficient notice of the place and time of arrival and
departure of said train to be given according to law. ¶ It is further ordered that the respondent, Wisconsin
Central Railway Company and its successor, [the Soo Line], shall cease and desist from charging higher rates
for transportation either way between Spirit Falls and Rib Lake and intervening points than as follows: ¶ On
shipments destined beyond or coming from beyond Chelsea and for forest products milled and reshipped from
any point on the Rib Lake line, the following arbitraries will be added to the Chelsea rate for the Spirit Falls
branch: [here follows a chart which allows for a surcharge between $2.50 and $15.00 per car. See photograph
taken of chart.]
7/28/1911 (cont)
Railroads Dated at Madison, Wisconsin, this 21st day of July, A.D. 1911 RAILROAD COMMISSION OF
Wisconsin Central WISCONSIN. By John H. Rormer, Halford Erickson, Commissioners."
& Railroads RLLC & Spirit
Lake (cont)

Cindy Sommer's electronic search of the Wisconsin Supreme
Court records revealed no evidence that this case was ever
heard by the Wisconsin Supreme Court.¶ Actually, the real
mystery begins after Meyer has won this hard fought victory
on 7/28/1911: THERE IS NO EVIDENCE THAT THE
ORDER WAS IMPLEMENTED. For example, the Rib Lake
Herald never reports that train traffic in keeping with this
order takes place on the line. Nor have I learned from any
other source that train services in fact took place on the line as
ordered.

HERE IS THE $64,000 QUESTION: ONCE MEYER WAS
ARMED WITH THIS ORDER, WHY DIDN'T HE INSIST
THAT IT BE FOLLOWED? As of July 10, 2008, I have no
answer to that question. I can speculate that perhaps Meyer
had no products that needed to be shipped. Or, perhaps the
plaintiffs decided the freight charges authorized by the order
were too high. Rumor has it that what really happened is that
Meyer was privately bought off by the railroad.

7/28/1911

Camp 6

7/28/1911

Camp 1 & RLLC

8/4/1911

Agriculture

8/4/1911

8/4/1911 (cont)

"Camp 6 will probably break up this week. Their work in the bark woods would have been finished by this
time but for the rainy weather we have been having."

The site of Camp 6 is now along the Ice Age National Scenic
Trail. The camp site is located in the SE-NE, Section 12,
Town 33 North, Range 2 East. I had the privilege of donating
this land to the Ice Age Park and Trail Foundation several
years ago. It is now a major trail head and extensively used by
the public for access to the Ice Age Trail, the Timm's Hill
National Trail, the Beginner's Ski Loop and the other trails
consistuting the Rib Lake trail system maintained by the Rib
Lake Ski & Snowshoe Club. We have erected various signs
and interpretations at the camp site. In 2007, one can still see
the outline of the buildings, a hole where the well stood and a
depression in the hill where the root cellar stood. ¶ Several
years ago Jack Heindl of Medford gave to me an envelope
addressed to one of his relatives that worked at the camp. The
address consists of "Frank Haas, Camp 6, Rib Lake, Wis". It
was delivered.

"The Lumber Company sent a loader to Athens Monday. They will begin hauling logs about Friday."

I think the reference to Athens was a general reference. The
RLLC in all likelihood sent the loader to its Camp 1 which
was located approx. 8 miles northeast of Athens.

"The Bruce E. Dairy Farm has started excavating for a 14 x 32 foot silo to be finished this month. The
ensilage from this silo will be required to feed 30 head of cattle. As far as we know, this is the first silo in Rib
Lake and we hope to see others follow suit."
Railroads RAILROADS SUE RAIL COMMISSION. SOO AND WISCONSIN CENTRAL SEEK REVERSAL OF
Wisconsin Central RECENT ORDER. "Complaint was served yesterday by attorneys for the Minneapolis, St. Paul and Sault Ste.
& Railroads Marie [Soo line] and the Wisconsin Central Railroad Companies in a suit brought against the Wisconsin
RLLC
Railroad Commission to compel the vacation of an order made by the Commission July 21 requiring the
railroad companies to build and operate as a common carrier a line of railroad between Rib Lake and Spirit
Falls, both in Wisconsin, and to charge not more than certain specified rates on shipments on such railroads. ¶
The companies allege in their complaint that neither their articles of incorporations nor amendments thereto
authorize or permit them to build a line of railroad between the points named, and they have never held
themselves out to be engaged in public or common carriage of either passengers or freight between the points
named; that the only railroad between these points is the remains of a private logging road built and operated
by the RLLC now unsuitable for any purpose whatever. ¶ The complaint further alleges that if the foregoing
objection is not sufficient to void the order of the Commission, it should be held that the Commission is
without jurisdiction to order
Railroads the road operated as the order requires the expenditures of large sums of money by the companies and takes
Wisconsin Central their property without compensation and in violation of the 14th Amendment to the United States Constitution.
& Railroads Sanborn and Blake are attorneys for the complaining companies - Madison Democrat, August 1, 1911."
RLLC (cont)

8/4/1911

Spirit Lake

8/4/1911

Camp 6

"Anton Lundquist of Rib Lake, who has been working for Ed Johnson in his new hardware store, fell from
staging and narrowly escaped serious injury. As it was he received several bruises and a bad shaking up. Dr.
Wichman was called and the injured man was taken to the doctor's office where the necessary medical
attention was given to him. ¶ LATER: Mr. Lundquist died Thursday morning as a result of his injuries, which
proved to be more serious than they at first appeared. ¶ The funeral of Anton Lundquist was held at his home
at Spirit Lake last Sunday afternoon and internment was made in the Town of Hill cemetery. J. Sig Stone,
Pastor of the Church of Christ in Rib Lake, preached the sermon. A daughter of the deceased, Mrs. Matson of
Ogema, and her husband arranged for the funeral, which was largely attended by the neighbors and friends of
the dead man, who was widely known and popular."
"Lambert and Nick Lamberti [sic] and Lambert Fuchs have been peeling bark for Frank Knorn since Camp 6 The eventual spelling was Lamberty.
broke up."

8/11/1911

Fire & RLLC

8/11/1911

Schools

8/11/1911

Hintz & Hintz
Town

8/11/1911

Spirit Lake
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Agriculture
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Businesses

8/24/1911

RLLC

9/1/1911

J.J. Kennedy &
family

9/1/1911

Wolves

9/1/1911

Clubs/Orders

MORE FIRE PROTECTION. "The RLLC has laid a line of water pipes through their lumber yard for fire
protection. Its total length is 1,350 feet and a valve [fire hydrant] is located at a distance of every 200 feet. To
each valve there is attached a length of high pressure water hose of standard size. Water to the pipeline is
furnished from the big mill pump. In case of fire in any part of the lumber yard, the Village Fire Department
can attach its hose to the pipeline at such point as will be most expedient. This arrangement will serve the
Village as much as it will the lumber company, and said company deserves a great credit for taking this
precaution for the prevention of fire."
SCHOOL CENSUS FIGURES. "The ennumeration of all of the school children in the joint District 1, Village
and Town of Rib Lake, shows that there are 504 children of school age in the district, which is 3 more than last
year. In the town there are 69 males and 70 females, in the village there are 177 females and 188 males. Total
for the town 139, total for the village 365."
HAUL LUMBER WITH TRACTION ENGINE. "The new C.I. Case traction engine [tractor? Dozer?
Caterpillar?] 30 horsepower recently purchased by C.T. Hintz to be used for hauling logs and lumber from
Hintz Town to Rib Lake, made its maiden trip Wednesday with two wagons of cedar posts. The distance is 5
miles or 10 for the round trip. It will haul 6 wagons, 3,000 feet to a wagon, or 18,000 to a load. The engine is
hung on springs and rides easy over all roads. Mr. Hintz says it is cheaper to haul with this engine than with
teams."
"Listen for the wedding bells in the near future. ¶ Norma Maes of Curtiss is here on a visit with her parents.
We are all glad to see her. ¶ Frank Haase broke camp Tuesday and returned to Rib Lake. We were sorry to
see him leave us."

The school population for the joint district of Rib Lake of
students enrolled for the year 2007-2008 is slightly under 500.

I believe Frank Haas was the grandfather of Jack Heindl, now
of Medford. Jack gave me an envelope that was addressed to
Frank Haas, Camp 6, Rib Lake. The envelope was delivered
to Frank. Unfortunately, the letter is missing. Frank Haas was
a fireman on the steam hauler.

"The threshing outfits of H.W. Stelling and Phillip Bonde passed through here the middle of the week in route
for the grain fields south and west of here. The crop is pretty good this year and the threshers will have plenty
to do."
Jacob Kapitz, manager of the Rib Lake Cooperative Company, handles real estate as a sideline and has closed As a child I heard a story about Jacob Kapitz which I do not
some nice deals the past days."
know is true or not. Because of the rocky nature of the soil in
Rib Lake, it was spurned by many would-be settlers and
farmers. So Jake took to selling his land in winter when snow
covered the stones. If he were forced to show land during the
summer, he would brag to the would-be buyer that the buyer
was a lucky person to find stone like this on the land - that
there was just enough stone to make a good foundation for the
barn and house.

"The RLLC is laying a steam pipe from the office to the pump station to heat it with exhaust steam next
winter."
"New concrete sidewalks have been built in front of the Wisconsin Hotel, which is owned by Mr. and Mrs.
Joseph Scott, and in front of Hugh Kennedy's residence on Church Street. The owners of these properties are
doing a wise thing. It costs only a trifle more to build concrete than built of wood, but in the long run the
concrete will outlast several wooden sidewalks. Then, too, a concrete sidewalk presents a much better
appearance and enhances the value of the property."
WOLF SCALPS REJECTED. "Experts discover attempted fraud in bounty claims - scalps were those of
squirrels.¶ Madison, by sending the scalps to Washington, the Secretary of State has discovered that 10 socalled wolves were mirror squirrels. Secretary Frear was thus able to save the state $102 on a consignment of
13 scalps sent in from Burnett County, and to nullify a false claim for bounty which it is alleged is one of a
long succession of "fakes" with which the state and counties have been afflicted for many years. ¶ It is
estimated that fully $100,000 has been paid out in bounties through false claims in past years, and through the
operation of the bounty law which requires counties to pay an equal amount on an animal with the state, the
counties have lost a like sum."
"It's about time Rib Lake had an auto club. We have 9 automobiles here already and there is a promise of
more next spring. What say you, fellers?"

The RLLC eventually extended a steam line southward from
the mill down McComb Ave to provide steam heat to homes
of its executives.
Hugh J. Kennedy continued to reside in Rib Lake. Hugh is
one of the brothers of J.J. Kennedy. Hugh's wife and three
children are buried at Lakeview Cemetery in Rib Lake.

9/8/1911

Camp 12

9/8/1911

Agriculture

9/8/1911

RLLC

9/22/1911

Mud Lake

9/22/1911

RLLC & Camp 1

"Alois Seidel has gone to Westboro to work in Camp 12 for William Pope."

"The work of filling the silo on the Bruce farm was begun last Friday but owing to a breakdown the work was
not finished. As soon as the broken parts arrive and are replaced, the job will be finished. This is the first silo
in Rib Lake. The green corn is cut in a feed cutter like so much sauerkraut and is sent to the top of the silo by
an elevator where it drops to the bottom and is packed by two men. The only difference between filling the
silo and making sauerkraut is that no salt is used. After the silo is filled it is sealed to keep the ensilage from
fermenting or rotting and when it is opened to feed the stock the ensilage is taken from the top down until the
silo is empty. Doors all the way down on one side are provided for that purpose and made so that one section
at a time can be taken out. The ensilage is sweet, juicy food for the cattle and cows give more milk on it than
on dry hay."
HAD A NARROW ESCAPE FROM DEATH. "Last Tuesday morning Charles Skon had one of the most
miraculous escapes from death that has been recorded in the annuals of Rib Lake. Three logs, one 18" in
diameter, rolled over him, yet he escaped without fatal injury. His work for a number of years has been to
unload logs from the logging cars at the landing of the RLLC and he has never had an accident. The morning
in question he worked the same as usual, but for some unaccountable reason the logs began to roll off the cars
before he could get out of the way, and he was caught, knocked down, and three logs passed over him. ¶ He
was taken to his home where Dr. Harrison examined him and found that he was slightly injured internally and
that one hipbone was fractured. The doctor and Mr. Skon's brother Frank took him to the Ashland Hospital on
the afternoon train. According to the latest reports he will be all right again in a month or so. ¶ The last
serious accident which occurred at this landing was about 8 or 10 years ago when James Talbot was killed by a
log."
"Anton Kauer, whose place is near what is known as Mud Lake, and who makes a business of keeping bees, in
addition to general farming, was in Minneapolis August 30 and 31, in attendance at the convention of the
National Bee Keepers Association. Mr. Kauer is an experienced bee keeper and this year has 110 hives. Each
year he ships a lot of honey to eastern markets. The honey is as fine a product as is produced in other sections
of the country."
"The Copper River Land Company's logging train broke in two one mile south of town Wednesday evening
and in coming together 5 cars were derailed and wrecked and several more damaged - Clark County
(Dorchester) Herald."

It sounds like this Camp 12 is run by the Westboro Lumber
Company. ¶ The unsubstantiated story that I heard from Ed
Martin is that RLLC Camp 12 was operated by the RLLC
following the destruction of the mill in 1914. The camp was
in Price County just north of the Taylor County line perhaps 2
miles north or northwest of North Harper Lake. Martin
reported that the mill owners decided to operate Camp 12
because there was no sawmill in or shipment to Rib Lake.
Camp 12 logs were conveyed by steam hauler to Westboro. ¶
It is also possible that Ed Martin's report is consistent with
Camp 12 being a RLLC camp which began operation prior to
the mill fire in 1914.

The landing refers to the spot near the hot pond where logs
were unloaded from railroad flatcars. See the video
"Lumbering Era in Rib Lake" for actual movie footage.

The 1913 Standard Atlas shows A. Kauer as the owner of the
E 1/2 - SE 1/4, Section 16, Town 32 North, Range 3 East,
including the 2 acre body of water known as Mud Lake. ¶ The
2007 plat book shows the bulk of that land owned by Bernard
and Pearl Kauer.
I have categorized this under the RLLC because I believe that
the operation was for the benefit of the RLLC. The Copper
River Land Company was one of the corporations owned by
the US Leather Company that owned the land at or near Camp
1. Its train was moving logs from Camp 1 and had gone
through Athens to Abbotsford and was proceeding northward
towards Chelsea when this accident occurred. Its destination
was the big mill at Rib Lake.

9/22/1911

J.J. Kennedy &
family

9/22/1911 (cont)

J.J. Kennedy &
family (cont)
Businesses

9/29/1911

9/29/1911
10/6/1911

10/6/1911
10/6/1911
10/13/1911
10/13/1911

10/13/1911

10/20/1911
10/27/1911

"Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Malkson, who have been here a week to renew old acquaintances, left for Minneapolis
Tuesday morning to visit Mrs. Malkson's sister for a few days and from there will proceed to their home at
Coeur d'Alene, Idaho. We had a pleasant visit with them Saturday afternoon and learned many interesting
things about the west, particularly about former Rib Lakeits who now are located out there. F.B. Hand, who
established the Rib Lake Herald in 1897, is one of the three or four promoters who bought out the milk route,
cows, etc, from Mr. Malkson. MR. AND MRS. DAN KENNEDY, WHO CONDUCTED A HOTEL AT
COEUR d'ALENE A NUMBER OF YEARS, HAVE BEEN FORTUNATE TO ACCUMULATE ENOUGH
TO BE ON THE EASY ROAD NOW. J. J. KENNEDY AND HIS BOYS ARE SOMEWHERE IN BRITISH
COLUMBIA. ANGUS KENNEDY AND HIS FAMILY ARE ON A HOMESTEAD IN MONTANA.
THEIR SON JOHN OWNS A NUMBER OF TEAMS AND IS DOING CONTRACT WORK. ¶ The climate
is very mild. The cold winter weather lasts only a few weeks and summers are not so hot as here in
Wisconsin. The soil varies, some being partly sandy, some barren and some very fertile. Coeur d'Alene has
grown from a few hundred 10 years ago to 10,000
and the end is not yet. Mr. and Mrs. Malkson say the climate agrees with them perfectly - and they show it."

I have capitalized that portion dealing with the Kennedy
family. This is the first news that J.J. Kennedy is in British
Columbia. It is also the first news that his brother, Angus
Kennedy, is no longer is Coeur d'Alene.

DODGE BROTHERS BUY LIVERY STABLE. "A deal was closed Wednesday morning whereby the Dodge
brothers, Charles and John, took over the horses, sleighs, rigs, harnesses, business, etc. of Hintz and Krueger.
The two young men understand this business thoroughly and we predict they will give the public good service.
Mr. Krueger will take up farming again."
RLLC
MILL ON DOUBLE SHIFT AGAIN. "The sawmill of the RLLC was started on double shift again Thursday
night and gives additional employment to 50 or 75 hands."
Businesses
"W.R. Claussen of Waupaca came here last Friday to visit his son, C.R., and returned Monday to arrange his
business to enable him to come back to Rib Lake as soon as possible and take charge of R.P. Brown's picture
gallery, which he purchased and to continue the business at the same stand. Mr. Claussen is a photographer by
trade and can do nice work in this line."
Camp 6 & Spirit "Camp started up near St. Clair's Saturday, with Walter Wagner as cook."
This may be a reference to Camp 6 which was located 1/2
Lake
mile southwest of St. Clair Lake.
Greenwood &
"The pulpwood company from Rothschild are cleaning out the river, getting ready for the drive next spring.
The comment regarding peeled pulp probably referred to
River Drives
They will buy pulp, but only peeled pulp. They will do their own driving in the spring."
peeled hemlock.
Railroads - RLLC "The RLLC is tearing down its old round house, which will be replaced by a new one on a sight a trifle east of
the old one, and will be built for three stalls with a concrete pit."
Railroads George Meyer, the lightning rod man of the Spirit Lake settlement, has been sick in a hospital at Fond du Lac. George F. Meyer was the successful plaintiff against the
Wisconsin Central It is reported that he is now out of danger, which his many friends in Rib Lake are glad to hear. "
Wisconsin Central and Soo Line railroads before the Railroad
Commission. Rumor has it that he later sold out, dropped his
claim against the railroad, and moved away. I wonder
whether poor health contributed to such a move?
Greenwood & Rib "Right here we wish to thank the Waldbote and the Rib Lake Herald for placing our signature at the foot of the
River Valley
Greenwood Leaves installments. Years ago we began reporting entitled Greenwood Leaves principally for the
Waldbote alone. The other publications in the county later on shared equally (in far as they showed an
inclination to make use of the same) a receipt of these reports. ¶ Not all of them have been so ungrudging
frank and generous as to accord us regularly the full credit for the work which is honestly and of right due to a
painstaking co-worker in the making up of such columns and which a newspaper has only one way of openly
and honestly showing and that is by giving along with periodical reports the accompanying signature as sent in
by the scribe. Signed George Knower."
Tannery & People "F. [Fayette] M. Shaw of Escanaba, Michigan, formerly general manager and treasurer of the RLLC, was here
on business Wednesday."
Library &
"The librarian reports 10 new German books and 55 new English books at the public library."
Germania

George Knower was the owner of the general store at
Interwald. He was also a photographer responsible for a series
of beautiful black and white photographs of the area. ¶ George
Knower is about the only correspondent for the Herald who
regularly signed his columns. Columns from Fawn Valley or
Mud Lake (for example), did not list the correspondent.

11/3/1911

Camp 6

11/3/1911

Businesses

11/11/1911

Railroads - RLLC

11/17/1911

People & Camp 4
& Camp 5

11/17/1911
(cont)

People & Camp 4
& Camp 5 (cont)

11/17/1911
(cont)

People & Camp 4
& Camp 5 (cont)

11/24/1911

Businesses

"Otto Ruesch, foreman of Camp 6 of the RLLC, went to Medford Saturday."

"1,000 Christmas trees wanted. ¶ Look here, boys! You can make lots of Christmas money if you will cut
some Christmas trees for me (balsam or spruce) 2 - 3 feet high. I'll pay you 1 cent for spruce and 1/2 cent for
balsam if you bring them to Ed Johnson's hardware store. The person that brings the most and nicest trees will
get a nice Christmas present. F.H. Ellison"
"The new round house of the RLLC now looms up in its greatness just north of the mill and the structure
would do credit to any railroad in the state. It contains three stalls, which have an ash pit, the doors are large,
the ceiling high, and the engines of the company, of which it has three which are in service, will find an easy
access to it to rest their bones, so to speak, at night. One cannot help feel a sensation of security creeping over
the system when the numerous improvements this company has made this past year are noted. The true
citizen, no matter what his business or occupation, likes to prosper and likes to see others prosper. Our
prosperity depends more or less on the prosperity of our neighbors, but in this case the prosperity of every one
of us depends directly or indirectly on the prosperity of the manufacturing concerns which are the backbone of
this village. Anything that we can do, individually or collectively, to make these interests prosper, will make
our purse fatter and fill that ever needed dinner pail."
LOST IN THE WOODS. "Alfred Bonneville has not been accounted for since last Saturday. Left Camp 4
Saturday morning and has not been seen since. ¶ Last Saturday morning Alfred Bonneville separated from his
partner, Henry Mathias, at Camp 4 of the RLLC, and has not been seen since. It is supposed that he has
perished from exposure. Although the woods have been scoured in all directions up to the present writing, no
trace of him has yet been found. ¶ Saturday morning he and Mr. Mathias went to said camp on the company's
logging train to hunt. They separated near the camp at 9:30 o'clock in the morning and went in different
directions. A short time afterward Mr. Mathias heard a shot. He called Alfred, but as he did not get an
answer, he supposed the shot was fired by some other person. The air was damp and heavy that day and the
woods echoed loud, and the shot might have been fired a mile or two away. ¶ Before Alfred left the camp, he
told his brother-in-law, Dan Pilon, who is cook in said camp, that if he did not return for supper, he would be
at Camp 5, and that he should not wait for him. Therefore, when he did not show up at the supper table, no
significance
was attached to his absence. ¶ However, Sunday morning some hunters who were staying at Camp 5 came to
Camp 4, the distance on the path between the two camps being about a mile, and when questioned about
Alfred said he was not seen there. ¶ Word was immediately sent to this village to his father, Alfonse
Bonneville, and Monday morning a systematic search was begun in the woods under the leadership of Mr.
Bonneville, who is a practical woodsmen. He had 24 men with him. Tuesday it was continued and Mr.
Bonneville had 34 men, and Wednesday he had 12 with him. Thursday he was all tired out and had to take a
rest, but a posse of men started out in the morning on the direction of George Braun to continue the search.
Today Mr. Bonneville will go again. The country in that neighborhood is partly cut over land and partly virgin
forest and has been scrutinized carefully for 4 years or more in all directions from Camp 4. ¶ Alfred had a
compass, rifle, hatchet, matches and lunch with him when he separated from Mr. Mathias. He had on a warm
cap, a good pair of rubbers, warm underwear, a light wool jacket, but left his heavy coat at the camp. As it
was damp that day it
is supposed that by night he was wet through to the skin, and if he sat down to rest and fell asleep, he may
have frozen to death in the snowstorm Saturday night and the cold Sunday and Sunday night. Another theory
is that he wandered off in the direction of Merrill and will turn up safe and sound. ¶ At any rate let us hope for
the best. ¶ The village and the whole surrounding country is wrought up over the occurrence and everything
imaginable which would be beneficial is being done to locate him. The other members of the family have
hardly slept since Sunday night and their anxiety can better be imagined then described."
"Joseph Brehm, our flour and feed man, shipped a [railroad] carload of evergreens [Christmas trees] to
Chicago this week. The value of the consignment is estimated at $900 and the freight will amount to about
$50. That's one way of getting some good Chicago money to Rib Lake."

The Rueschs of Medford, of which Otto was one, gave to the
Rusch's of Rib Lake, of which I am one, the pronounciation of
its name. About 1982 I purchased the site of Camp 6 from
Frances Pendergast. ¶ The Camp 6 site is on the SE 1/4 - NE
1/4, Section 12, Town 33 North, Range 2 East. It is on the Ice
Age Trail and makes an interesting place to visit. It is 1/8
mile west of CTH C in the Rusch Preserve.

What in insightful, articulate and philosophic editor in the
person of J.J. Voemastek. I am deeply impressed with this
man.

He was never found. No information was ever firmly
developed about how he came to be lost. His disappearance
remains a mystery.

11/24/1911

11/24/1911

11/24/1911

People

"From the Spencer Correspondent in the Marathon County Register we learned that Mrs. F.B. Hand left
Tuesday for her home in Coeur d'Alene, Idaho. B.J. Landall and son Robert accompanied her expecting to
locate there. Mrs. Hand taught here 14 years ago and Mr. Landall was bookkeeper at the tannery."
Greenwood & Rib "The Wausau Lumber Company House, the house sometimes called the Vosburg Place, has no renter yet. It is
River Valley
a good, comfortable house, with large barn, stables and other outbuildings, a good cellar, garden and
meadows. Plenty of work to be got near it. It's a pretty good chance for anyone that needs it. A good chance
to move in and take your time to pick out the best and cheapest 40 acre lot in the neighborhood, get your
clearing started, your house built and everything ready to start into business for yourself."

12/1/1911

Camp 6 & Spirit
Lake
Fawn Valley &
Camp 6
Law & RLLC

12/1/1911

Railroads - RLLC "The 101 of the RLLC ran into a drawbridge Tuesday afternoon and wrecked it."

12/1/1911

Taylor County
"The Taylor County Lumber Company has a number of teams hauling lumber to Rib Lake from their mill at
Lumber Company Urquhart. The daily haul is about 20,000 feet."
Railroads - RLLC "The RLLC is going to erect a coal shed just a little way northeast of their round house and some work has
already been done on it."

11/24/1911

12/1/1911

12/1/1911

12/8/1911

12/8/1911

"Walter Wagner, the cookee at Camp 6, had to go home on account of illness."

The 1913 atlas shows the S 1/2 - NW 1/4, Section 34,
Township 32 North, Range 3 East in the name of C. Vossberg.
It lies immediately to the east of the Rib River, 1/4 mile south
of present HWY D. I conclude this is the property being
referred to. ¶ The Wausau Lumber Company owned 160 acres
in Section 35 and Section 36 at the same time. Other lands
owned by the Wausau Lumber Company were scattered
throughout the township. I take it that the logs from these
properties were floated down the Rib River to a mill in or
south of the city of Wausau.

The cookee was the cook's helper at a logging camp.

"The RLLC unloaded a carload of sleighs at the Mud Lake crossing, which were set up there and then taken to
Camp 6."
"The RLLC has elected to come under the workmen's compensation act and notices to that effect have been
Workmen's compensation act removed the concept of
posted up in their mill."
negligence in determining payments to be paid to injured
laborers. It voided the need for long trials haggling over who
did what wrong that led to an injury of laborer. The
constitutionality of the Wisconsin law had been upheld by the
Wisconsin Supreme Court in November 1911.
The number 101 clearly had been assigned to this locomotive
by a previous owner. The RLLC bought both new and used
locomotives. At this time the RLLC was operating three
locomotives.

Here is a sure sign that the locomotives are no longer fired by
wood. While coal was more expensive, it provided long
lasting heat compared to firewood, which would burn out
quickly.

Greenwood & Rib "Knower's Interwald Store has taken the local management for the sale of Wisconsin anti-tuberculous
River Valley
association Red Cross Christmas stamps. There is not a cent of pay or profit of any kind made by the seller of
these Red Cross Christmas stamps. It is all done free of charge, for the benefit of folks who are sick with
consumption and spent for their cure by our state association. ¶ Peter Sones is working for the Wausau
Lumber Company in their camp, near Headstream's place. ¶ Jess Fishbeck is working at Black's Camp, at the
old Appleyard Place. Signed George Knower."
J.J. Kennedy & "Mr. and Mrs. Angus Kennedy, who have been on a ranch in Montana all summer, have gone to Spokane for It sounds like the Angus Kennedy family had a retirement
family
the winter. Mrs. Kennedy writes the Herald that the weather in Spokane is fine and the "Apple Show" is open home in Spokane, Washington. Remember, that is the city in
and has brought many visitors to the city."
which Mrs. J.J. Kennedy was buried. In the 1930's, Angus
Kennedy died and was buried in Greenwood Cemetery,
Spokane, WA. See letter #10992.
John Mathe &
"The Taylor County Lumber Company is moving its sawmill from Urquhart to Rib Lake and next spring it
Taylor County
will set up on the site of the old Mathe mill. All of the machinery and some of the buildings will be moved
Lumber Company here. This will give employment to a number of hands all next summer and is an important adjunct to the
industries of this village, which should be appreciated." (emphasis added)

12/8/1911

Fire

12/8/1911

Agriculture &
Businesses

"The Farmers Cooperative Association loaded two cars of potatoes last week. They left here Monday morning On further examination I see the article was generated in
in charge of Andrew Peterson as far as Chicago."
Chelsea - that is the "Village of Chelsea" and not in Rib Lake.

12/15/1911

People

"A.J. Latton, editor and proprietor of the Taylor County Star and News, was in this Village Tuesday and made A.J. Latton for many years was the school superintendent for
a friendly call at our sanctum sanctorun."
Taylor County. He wrote the first history of Taylor County,
Reminiscences of Taylor County.

12/22/1911

RLLC

12/22/1911

Camp 12

12/22/1911

Health & RLLC

JOHN R. DAVIS LUMBER COMPANY GOES INTO LIQUIDATION FRIDAY. "The John R. Davis
Lumber Company of Phillips, one of the largest Wisconsin Lumber Corporations, is in the hands of the Central
Wisconsin Trust Company of Madison as receiver. The receivership was ordered by Judge A.L. Sanborn in
federal court."
"Two men shot at Westboro. A shooting affair occurred at Westboro last Friday night in which one man was
shot through the liver, another through the shoulder and still another through the wrist. The particulars of the
affairs, as was told to us by a person who was there, are as follows: ¶ Four brothers, of the name of Kutlow,
who worked in Camp 12 of the Westboro Lumber Company, of which William Pope is foreman, came to town
that night, the camp having broke up on account of soft weather and got into a quarrel at Lupnow's Saloon
with Hans Olson and his brother Bernie..."
HAS TYPHOID FEVER. "Mr. James A. Wright, general manager of the RLLC, is stricken with typhoid fever
at his home in Merrill. His condition was very critical a few days ago but an improvement has set in and there
is great hope of his complete recovery. His many friends are greatly interested in his condition and hope the
worst has passed."
"Robert Franz shot a wolf."

12/22/1911
12/22/1911

12/29/1911

12/29/1911
(cont)

12/29/1911

"The attention of loggers and people engaged in clearing of land should be called to the law regarding the
burning of brush, tree tops and timber slashing. Under the new law, it is made a duty for everyone cutting
timber for any purpose, to dispose of the slash. This applies to people doing any kind of logging, clearing land
for farms, cutting roads, etc. It is part of the efforts being made to prevent forest fires and is going to be
enforced. Rangers will be on duty all winter to see that brush is properly disposed of."

I am enclosing this article to demonstrate that the Camp 12
which I have previously written about was that of the
Westboro Lumber Company and not the RLLC. To the best
of my knowledge, Camp 12 of the RLLC had not been
established as of 1911.

Greenwood &
Wolves
Rib River Valley & "Only two or three small jobs of logs coming into the Rib this year - not much pulp - as there is very little
River Drives
peeled timber in the woods - comparitively, consequently the drive next spring promises to be much smaller
than the drives of the past two years."
RLLC & People SENATOR JAMES A. WRIGHT DEAD - WAS GENERAL MANAGER OF THE RLLC AND
PROMINENT IN STATE POLITICS. "This community was shocked Thursday afternoon of last week when
it learned of the sudden death of State Senator James A. Wright, general manager of the RLLC, at his home in
Merrill that afternoon at 5:30 o'clock, after a two week illness of typhoid fever. Those who were well
acquainted with him were visibly affected and expressions of regret were heard on every hand. ¶ His condition
was reported as better and it was supposed that the critical point had been passed, therefore when the news of
his death slashed over the wire, it came like a bolt of lightning. He was in Rib Lake about two weeks prior to
his death to tend to his usual duties as manager of the company and complained then of not feeling very well.
He said he had not felt well for a long time. He was advised to take to his bed when he returned home. A
severe case of typhoid fever developed, and though he made a brave fight against its onslaught he lost in the
struggle for supremecy. ¶ The funeral service was held in Racine, the place of his birth, and was under the
auspices of the Order of Free
RLLC & People Masons. ¶ The Milwaukee Free Press of December 21 contained the following item concerning him:
(cont)
"Merrill, Wisconsin. December 21 - State Senator James A. Wright, since 1904 a member of the upper house
of the Wisconsin legislature and for several years a prominent figure in political and business circles, died here
today of typhoid fever after an illness of two weeks. ¶ Senator Wright was first elected to the Senate in 1904.
He was the president of the Wright Lumber Company and interested in other industrial projects in this locality
and in Washington. Senator Wright is survived by his mother, Mrs. Carrie M. Wright, and a sister, Miss
Nettie, both of Merrill, and by a brother, A.H. Wright of Littell Washington. He was a member of the
Wisconsin Consister and Tripoli Shrine. ¶ Mr. Wright was born in Racine June 17, 1873 and as a young man
became associated with his father in the H.W. Wright Lumber Company and upon his father's death in 1901
became president of the company. In 1903 he organized the Wisconsin Lumber Company of Littell
Washington and became its president. He was also director of the Lincoln County Bank of Merrill."
Camp 1 & RLLC "Hugh McMillan, who runs a camp at Goodrich for the RLLC, came home for Christmas. He returned to his I believe this is a reference to Camp 1 of the RLLC.
camp Tuesday and his family accompanied him as far as Chelsea. Gladys Kemp was with them."

12/29/1911

Konz & Hintz

S.A. KONZ BUYS MILL-C.T. HINTZ SELLS HIS SAWMILL, PLANING MILL AND MILL SITE IN
THIS VILLAGE. "A deal of considerable importance was closed the other day between S.A. Konz and C.T.
Hintz whereby Mr. Hintz disposed of his sawmill, planing mill and mill site, said to contain 22 acres, in this
Village to Mr. Konz. ¶ When interviewed, Mr. Konz told us he intended to start some new industry, either a
veneer factory, creamery or some wood manufacturing plant. To do this he has received more or less
encouragement from local capital and next spring something will be done. ¶ This mill was leased to John
Mathe and Co. a few years ago, who ran it a number of seasons. Finally, the company failed and the lease and
property reverted to Mr. Hintz. As Mr. Hintz has a mill at Hintz Town, east of here, he offered the property for
sale and Mr. Konz took it. ¶ We hear much talk to the effect that Rib Lake ought to have a creamery. At the
present time all the cream from this vicinity is shipped to Chelsea and Dorchester. A suitable building with the
proper machinery and a good butter maker at the head of it would work wonders in developing the dairy
industry of this locality."

The 22 acre site is clearly shown on the 1913 Standard Atlas
map of the Village of Rib Lake. Its eastern boundary was
Kennedy Street, now CTH D. It was located just west of
Landall Avenue. With this purchase Konz owns both his first
mill which he built (in 2008 Little Rib Mobile Home Court)
and the former Hintz mill 1/4 mile north.

