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RPR Comments

1942
1/9/1942

1/16/1942

Schools & Forest, CONSERVATION NOTES - SCHOOL FOREST "Many schools now operate their own forests, offering
School
both an educational and material contribution to the state welfare. Children plant the trees and in the care of
the plots observe the intricate balance that is developed in a living forest. Some of these school forests have
already made a substantial contribution in products. A child who, in a general way, understands the
operation of a forest, has a sound foundation in conservation because Wisconsin is by nature a forest state
and most conservation problems are forest connected."

Schools &
Agriculture

F.F.A. SPONSORS COOPERATIVE ORCHARD IMPROVEMENT "As in the past, young fruit trees will
be made available to local individuals through the Rib Lake chapter of the Future Farmers. These fruit trees
will be purchased cooperatively and, of course, at a low cost. Practically all varieties of trees will be
available that have been recommended by the College of Agriculture as suited to the vicinity of Rib Lake. It
has been found by careful and years of experimentation that the Melba, Dudley, Duchess and Milton are the
best suited varieties of summer apples to local conditions. The Wealthy, McIntosh, Wolf River and Cortland
make up a suitable list of fall varieties while the Northwestern, Greening, Haralson, Perkins, Tolman and
Sweet, Minnesota 790 and Minnesota 1007 make up a good winter variety list. The Dolgo, Whitney and
Hyslop are good, hearty varieties of crabapples. ¶ In addition to apple trees, the F.F.A. will place cooperative
orders for pears, plums, cherries, grapes, raspberry, gooseberries, currants, asparagus and rhubarb.

This edition of the Herald continued with a column under the
title "Conservation Notes." It discussed the wisdom of
municipalities having "municipal forests" and then went on to
discuss "brook adoption": "The availability of trees from the
conservation department offers communities and people wide
opportunities. At least some communities can probably adopt
a nearby brook [creek], acquiring rights around the headwaters
and for several miles along the street course. Such streams are
apt to be cattle wallows throughout their length in the farming
country now, but fenced and planted back to trees would be as
nature intended them to be within a few years. Passageways
for cattle and drinking places for the pastures would not
detract from the development and would avoid any
interference with farm economy. Such a development would
be important from the standpoint of trout, game, song birds
and the rarer types of native wild flowers."

To use the term that the Herald liked to use, the ag instructor
was a real hustler. Rib Lake High School had an active
agriculture program under the energetic readership of Orrin
Meyer. Consult the CDs of Rib Lake History, Document and
Photos, for his account of life at Rib Lake.

1/16/1942 (cont)

1/16/1942

1/16/1942

1/23/1942

1/23/1942

1/30/1942
2/6/1942

2/6/1942

2/6/1942

Schools &
¶ Last year the high school agriculture department placed an order for approximately 300 trees, and several
Agriculture (cont) very fine orchards have been started. A good orchard, both from the standpoint of health and intrinsic value,
adds considerably to the average farm. Up to the present, most of the farms have been without good
orchards. Since the price of most agricultural commodities has risen, this should be a good time to add to our
farms by starting a good farm orchard. The agricultural instructor will be more than pleased to assist anyone
in the planting of their orchard, as to location, size, varieties and management. Prices of trees this year will
be somewhat higher than that of last year because of the upward trend. Interested individuals may see any
future farmer or the agricultural instructor for their trees. All orders must be placed by March 1. It is the
purpose and hope of the Future Farmer Chapter that each farm in the vicinity of Rib Lake might boast a
good farm orchard."
War - Soldiers
BOY SCOUTS WILL COLLECT WASTE PAPER "At the Boy Scout meeting Monday night it was
decided to follow the suggestion of the 20th Century Club and Commercial Club to sponsor a paper
collecting campaign in the following months. ¶ The entire town was divided into sections and a Boy Scout
assigned to each. Next Saturday morning between 9-12 noon, the Scouts will come to the doors of all
residences and business places for the purpose of collecting all waste paper. According to the present plan,
collections will be made on the first and third Saturdays of every month, that is, those Saturdays when
school is not in session."
Schools & War - LOCAL SCHOOLS IN SESSION SATURDAYS TWICE A MONTH "The local School Board and faculty
Soldiers
have decided to follow the suggestion of the State Superintendent of School, John Callahan, as to the
teaching of school on two Saturdays a month, for the remainder of the year. Such a change in schedule will
enable both pupils and teachers to secure work earlier in the spring. ¶ Rather than teaching on the first and
third Saturdays, as was suggested by the Department, it has been decided the school will be session in Rib
Lake on the second and fourth Saturdays. ¶ Students who must stay out of school on Saturdays in order to
work at home, will have to make up their school work but will be considered as having been present those
days, providing their absences were absolutely necessary.¶ Arrangements are being made to excuse various
church groups for their Saturday religious instruction."
War - Soldiers & KAPITZ CHAIRMAN OF COUNTY SALVAGE FOR VICTORY COMMITTEE "Millard Kapitz,
People
Chairman of the County Salvage for Victory Committee, has appointed Gerald Olson and R.J. Forehand as
his assistants in the county. The entire county will be organized in an effort to salvage all materials that can
be used by the country in its war efforts. ¶ Items of most importance to be saved are waste paper, rags, scrap
metal of all kinds, including old car license plates and old rubber..."
Agriculture
AAA FARM DEFENSE FACTS By Luther M. Hamrick, County AAA Chairman "Judging from the
numerous inquiries received in regard to getting credit for breaking new farmland under the 1942 farm
program, it is quite apparent still that many farmers do not yet understand all of the requirements. To get this
$10 credit per acre for breaking new land, the farm must have less than 40 acres in cropland, half of that
cropland in conserving crops, (mostly hayland) at the beginning of the year and, for every acre or fraction
thereof that he breaks and gets credit for, he must seed to some legume crops an equal number of acres. In
other words, the farm with a payment of only $20 can earn the full $20 by breaking two acres of new land,
provided he seeds down these two acres or two other acres, it doesn't make any difference which two are
seeded as long as it is done somewhere on the farm and he also has 1/4 of his cropland (before he did the
breaking) or some other conserving crop."
Businesses
WISCONSIN WOOD PRODUCTS, INC. "Wanted, poplar bolts at Rib Lake, see us at our office at Rib
Lake or write for contract and price."
War - Soldiers
DONALD JENSEN, 21, KILLED IN ACTION IN PACIFIC "A telegram was recently received from the US
Government by Fredrick C. Jensen of the Town of Greenwood stating that his son, Donald Charles Jensen,
21, had been killed in action in the Pacific war zone. Donald was in the Navy, Storekeeper 3rd Class. He
enlisted on May 13, 1940..."
Environment
INTERESTING INFORMATION FROM GEOLOGICAL AND HISTORY SURVEY "Wesley Schmidt
brought us the following interesting information from a geological and natural history survey: The elevation
of the rail in front of the Soo Line station in Rib Lake is placed at 1566 feet above sea level; at Chelsea 1525
feet; at Westboro 1504; at Ogema 1551; Ring's School Hill, about 4 miles east of Ogema, has an elevation of
about 1891 feet."
Rusch
"Mr. Albert Knop, Sr., Albert Knop, Jr., Mr. and Mrs. Julius Gilge and Mr. and Mrs. Robert Bleck drove to
Fairchild Wednesday morning to attend the funeral of Mr. Herman Klatt."

See the following article regarding schools now being in
session on Saturdays.

Inexplicably, while they mention the Ring School Hill, they
did not mention Wisconsin's highest point, which is located
only 1/2 mile from Ring School Hill, namely Timm's Hill,
elevation 1951.5 feet.

2/13/1942

SUNDAY IS RIB LAKE DAY AT SPORTS AREA. "Next Sunday, February 15, will be Rib Lake Day at
the Perkinstown Winter Sports Area. The Rib Lake Commercial Club will give a beautiful pair of skis to the
holder of the lucky ticket at the sports area. ¶ It is expected that a large delegation of Lakers will join the
outdoor sports enthusiasts from the surrounding communities at Perkinstown Sunday. ¶ Originally, this
sports area was a federal project, operated by the government with help of the CCC boys stationed nearby.
Now that the CCC camp has been taken out and the federal authorities can no longer oversee it, rather than
have it stand idle, the county board created a park commission to take charge and operate the project. ¶ For
the enjoyment of visitors there are two fast toboggan slides, one 900 feet long and a good toboggan speeds
better than a mile a minute [60 mph!], four ski slides, including a juvenile slide and an amateur slide, ski
jumps for better than amateurs, five miles of ski trails and five downhill trails.
2/13/1942 (cont) Entertainment & ¶ The sports area covers about 200 acres in Section 9, Town 31, Range 2 West. It is 23 miles west of
CCC (cont)
Medford. Conveniently located in the area is a warm shelter house. In the shelter house patrons can purchase
hot soups, sandwiches, cigars, cigarettes, candy, etc. This is operated by Roy Armstrong for the Park
Commission. ¶ Working and cooperating with the Park Commission is a well organized ski club of 160
members. The club has installed a ski tow for the convenience of the public and members in reaching the top
of the slides without the necessity of walking. ¶ Each purchaser of a ticket for the toboggan rides next
Sunday writes his name on the back and can deposit it in a box or hand it to the ticket taker. At 4:30 in the
afternoon, the box will be shaken up and a ticket drawn, the skis going to the person whose name appears on
the ticket. All other entertainment, features and slides are free. ¶ A number of Rib Lake Boy Scouts will be
on hand at the area Sunday to assist in handling the crowd. Electric lights are provided for evening use."
2/13/1942
Obituary
HENRY MATHIAS "Henry Mathias, Sr., 89, died at the home of his son Henry in Rib Lake Sunday
afternoon after an illness from which he had suffered the past three years.¶ The deceased was born in
Germany on Feb. 26, 1852. He was married in Germany and 10 years later, 57 years ago, he came to this
country and settled on a farm near Medford. His wife died in 1913. He has spent the last 5 years at the
Central Hotel with his son and family. ¶ 4 children survive, Emma, Sayra, Cal.; Mrs. Kate Kennedy,
Gladstone, Mich.; Fred Mathias, Cal., and Henry of Rib Lake. Another daughter, Mrs. Anna Lambert,
preceded her father in death. ¶ Funeral services were held from the home and from St. John's Catholic
Church, of which the deceased was a member. The Rev. Gengler officiated. Interment was made at the
Medford cemetery beside the grave of his wife. Pallbearers were Fred Niggemann, John Freeck, Elmer
Taylor, Earl Edens, Lawrence and Dan Mathias. ¶ Those who came from out of town to attend the funeral
were a sister, Theresa Ann, of St. Nazienz School near Manitowoc, Mr. and Mrs. John Kennedy of
Gladstone, Michigan, and Mrs. Ehranreich and daughter, Evelyn, of Marshfield."
3/6/1942
War - Soldiers & "A farewell dinner was given by Mr. and Mrs. Robert Bleck at their Sunday in honor of Alfred Knop
Rusch
[Fritzie] who left for the army Tuesday. Those present were: Mr. and Mrs. Harry Johnson and family of
Cornell; Mr. and Mrs. Harry Knop and daughter, Nancy Rose; Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Knop, Jr. and family;
Mr. and Mrs. Julius Gilge; Mr. Albert Knop, Sr., and Mr. and Mrs. Gust Rusch. The afternoon was spent
playing cards and visiting, after which a delicious dinner was served."
3/13/1942
People & Rusch & "John Freeck has purchased the Peter Beck building, which is now occupied by Southwell Rosenfeldt's
Businesses
tavern. Mr. Freeck will move his tavern there sometime this spring."

3/20/1942

Entertainment &
CCC

War - Soldiers &
Rusch

Alfred "Fritzie" Knop entered the army and got a job he loved,
cooking.

Southwell Rosenfeldt operated the "Tourist Tavern" on the
west side of McComb Ave. In 2008, it is the site of the Frosted
Mug tavern, Block D, Lot 7, McComb's Racing Park
Addition. ¶ The Beck building was named after Peter Anton
Beck, whose grandson is Peter John Beck, now living in
Stone, Vermont.

ALFRED KNOP EXPRESSES APPRECIATION TO COMMERCIAL CLUB "Camp Crowder, Missouri, Alfred "Fritzie" Knop entered the army and got a job he loved,
March 10, 1942 - Dear Sir: Just a few lines to let you know I'm in the army and I like it real well. I am
a cook.
down here at Camp Crowder to go to school. I am taking up cooking. They also have 7 other courses, like
radio, etc. The course takes from 2-3 months and then we get shipped to some other post. ¶ This is just a new
camp. They just started it last fall and are still building. ¶ The train I came on had just about all Wisconsin
boys and we had to sing "On Wisconsin" for the chaplain Monday and we gave it all we had. The weather is
fairly warm here but the wind is cool yet. The country we saw by daylight was nothing compared to
Wisconsin and I don't believe they repaired the buildings since the Civil War. But they claim there are some
nice places to see around here too. ¶ It took about 26 hours to come from Fort Sheridan to this camp as we
had to detour on account of a train wreck near here.

3/20/1942 (cont)

3/27/1942

3/27/1942

3/27/1942

4/3/1942

4/3/1942

4/3/1942

War - Soldiers &
Rusch (cont)

¶ There are 7 men from Taylor County here beside myself but I am the only one from Rib Lake. ¶ We are in
the Signal Corps next to the highest rank in the army. The Air Corps is the highest. ¶ I would like to thank
the Commercial Club for the nice supper and send out they gave me when we left. ¶ I think I'll sign off now
and shave and shine my shoes, an everyday job in the army. ¶ Thanks again for everything. Yours truly,
Private Alfred Knop. ¶ Alfred's address is Private Alfred H. Knop, Company A 26th Signal T&G. Bn., 7th
Regiment, Camp Crowder, Missouri."
RLLC
TETIVA INJURED IN ACCIDENT AT MILL "Charles Tetiva, an employee of the RLLC, was seriously
injured while at work Monday. He was helping to unload a [railroad] car of logs at the landing in the mill
yard when a log which he had pried loose from the load came down and hit a pry-pole which he had laid
down and which in turn flew up and hit him in the jaw, breaking it badly and inflicting cuts above his face.
He was taken to the office of Dr. Carstens for first aid treatment and then rushed to Wausau, where he was
placed in a hospital for care. Latest reports are that he is doing nicely."
Obituary
MRS. FERDINAND MEYER "Mrs. Ferdinand Meyer, nee Augusta Krushat, died at Marshfield hospital at
6 o'clock Monday afternoon, March 23, 1942, following an illness which began in the summer of 1941 and
was due to general debility with several complications. ¶ Deceased was born April 13, 1970, at Tauroggen,
Russia. She was married January 20, 1888, to Ferdinand Meyer and they came to this country in 1896 and
settled in Rib Lake. ¶ Survivors include her husband and five children, Edward of Milwaukee, Mrs. Edward
Blaasch (Johanna) of Medford, John of Muskegan Heights, Michigan, Mrs. H.C. Vogt (Martha) of
Milwaukee and George of Duluth. There are 11 grandchildren. ¶ Funeral services were held Thursday
afternoon at 1:30 from the home and at 2:00 p.m. from St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church of which the
deceased was a member. Rev. O.E. Hoffmann, pastor of the church, officiated. Interment was at Lakeview
Cemetery. Pallbearers were Alfred Knop, Sr., William Tetzlaff, Otto Halvorson, Albert Yorde, Fred Hirsch
and Louis Wicht."
Politics & Rib Lake VILLAGE ELECTION WILL BE QUIET APRIL 7. "There will be no contest at all for Village offices
- Village
when Rib Lake folks go to the polls to vote April 7. Last Monday was the closing day for filing nomination
papers with the result that the only ones to file were the present office holders as follows: President John
McRae; Treasurer Herman Batzer; Clerk F.L. Becker; Assessor Mrs. Emma Winslow; Supervisor Millard
Kapitz; Trustees, 3 to be elected - John Freeck, Anton Hoffmann and Ed Stamm. ¶ The only contest is in the
county for judge race with Clifford Curran and Tom Andresen as candidates. This contest will undoubtedly
bring out a good vote in spite of the lack of interest in the village election."
People & Roads NARROW ESCAPE WHEN CAR AND TEAM CLASH "Herman Batzer surely must have carried a rabbit's
foot in his pocket Tues. evening at about 9 o'clock, when he left to drive to Chelsea in his 41 Chevrolet car
to mail his monthly report to the Standard Oil Co. Mr. Batzer tells us that he was driving along at about 45
miles per hour as he was approaching the Guernsey Farm. Out of this farm driveway came a runaway team
of horses pulling a 4-wheeled rubber-tired trailer. The horses were followed by a car, the lights of which
prevented Mr. Batzer from seeing the horses. They were coming along at full speed and crashed head on into
the Batzer car. One horse was thrown on top of the car smashing down the top, then rolled over into the
ditch dead. The tongue of the trailer was driven straight through the car by the impact. The other horse was
injured but not seriously. The team belonged to Elmer Mason, proprietor of the Guernsey Farm, and he had
been showing them to a prospective buyer. Mr. Batzer miraculously escaped with a few minor scratches. It
was indeed fortunate that he was driving alone as the car was wrecked almost beyond repair and another
passenger would surely have been injured."
RLLC
SAFETY MEDALS PRESENTED TO LUMBER COMPANY EMPLOYEES "At a meeting held at the
Lake Theatre last Thursday evening, the RLLC presented safety medals to those employees who had worked
at the mill without losing any time on account of accident to themselves. 19 men received awards for a one
year safety record, 23 men had two year rewards, and 138 received medals for working 3 years without a
lost time accident. William Berfield, safety director of the company, read the names and the medals were
presented by William Daga, Wesley Schmidt, Earl Edens and William Radtke. ¶ A safety plaque was
presented to Anton Hoffmann for the machine shop, and to J.W. Johnson for the outside activities group for
not having a lost time accident in their respective departments in the past year."
Hunting & Law HANK BECKER SENTENCED FOR GAME LAW VIOLATION "Hank Becker, who was arrested a few
days ago for killing deer out of season, selling venison and having green hides in his possession, was tried
before a Medford justice Wednesday and found guilty and sentenced to 6 months' confinement in the county
jail. ¶ William Bube of Rib Lake pled not guilty to a charge of buying venison from Becker and released on
a $100 bond, to be tried at a later date. ¶ Al Koehler and Southwell Rosenfeldt of this Village were also
picked up on the same charge of buying venison and pled guilty and each paid fines of $25 and costs."

The Guernsey Farm was a long-operating house of
prostitution. It stood on the north side of STH 102 within the
SW 1/4 - NW 1/4, Section 31, Town 33 North, Range 2 East.
¶ It operated as a house of prostitution well into the 1950's
when crusading District Attorney Raymond H. Scott closed it.

4/10/1942

Law & Politics

CLIFFORD CURRAN WINS COUNTY JUDGE ELECTION "Election day in the Village of Rib Lake
proved very quiet. The total number of ballots cast was 256. There was no competition whatever for the
Village offices and John McRae was returned to the office of Village President. ¶ Considerable interest was
shown in the contest within the county for the office of county judge. Clifford L. Curran won over his
opponent, Tom Andresen, by 217-36 in the Village. He also carried the county by a vote of 2,439-1,816 for
Andresen."
4/10/1942
People
TOWN OF RIB LAKE COUPLE CELEBRATES GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY "April 3, 1942, marked the
golden anniversary of the marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Zuther of the Town of Rib Lake. The anniversary
itself was spent quietly but on Easter Sunday Mr. and Mrs. Zuther were pleasantly surprised by about 60
relatives and friends. ¶ Mr. and Mrs. Zuther are both somewhat physically handicapped and are unable to get
out to church so the opportunity of hearing the message brought by the Rev. O.E. Hoffmann, pastor of St.
John's Lutheran Churches of Rib Lake and the Town of Greenwood, as part of the anniversary program was
doubly appreciated. Their grandchildren sang some fitting religious hymns and Melvin Hengst, oldest
grandson, played a number of selections on the harmonica, of which he is a master. ¶ The couple was
married April 3, 1892, in Germany, and their honeymoon trip was on the steamer, Sorento, when they came
to America, leaving Hamburg, on April 13 of that year. On their arrival in this country they lived in
Nebraska for about 6 years, then in 1898 came to Taylor County and bought 120 acres of wild woods land in
the Town of Rib Lake and made for themselves and
4/10/1942 (cont)
People (cont)
their families a home out of the wilderness. They still live on the farm. ¶ Four children were born to this
union: Max, who lives on the home farm; Arnold on a farm near Dorchester; Mrs. Ellerman (Emma) who
lost her husband 14 years ago and is now a nurse in Chicago; and the youngest daughter, Mrs. Fred Hengst
(Erna). ¶ One of the special treats for Mr. and Mrs. Zuther in the celebration was the arrival of their
daughter, Mrs. Emma Ellerman from Chicago, who came in the company of Mr. and Mrs. Herman Welter of
Milwaukee. But the big surprise came when Mr. Zuther saw his 82 year old sister, Mrs. Marie Krahn, of
Milwaukee step out of the car. She had previously sent her congratulations along with her regrets at not
being able to be present, so that her coming was a complete surprise to her brother. In spite of her advanced
age, Mrs. Krahn proved to be one of the chief entertainers at the gathering with the reciting of a number of
German poems, many of them from the works of the famous Fritz Reuter. Those present were astonished
over her wonderful memory."
4/10/1942
Politics & Rib Lake LAMONT RE-ELECTED CHAIRMAN OF TOWN OF RIB LAKE "The contest in the Town of Rib Lake
- Town
for chairman resulted in 175 votes for E.L. Lamont, incumbent, and 78 for Frank Knorn. ¶ In the race for
supervisor, Joseph Probst was elected with 178 votes, and Harry Swanson with 151. The third candidate,
Eldebert Quednow, received 138. ¶ Ernest Tetzlaff with 118 votes was defeated for the office of clerk by
Joseph A. Kauer with 134. ¶ Joseph Kauer, Sr., the only candidate for the office of treasurer, was reelected.
¶ Bernard Swanson was defeated in the vote for assessor by Anton Kauer, who received 181 votes to 68 for
Mr. Swanson."
4/10/1942
Rusch & People "Mr. Albert Knop, Sr. went to Jackson, Wisconsin, March 29, to attend the confimation of his
granddaughter. He also visited relatives at Sheboygan, Milwaukee and Fond du Lac."
4/17/1942
RLLC
H.W. JOHANNES' TALK CLOSES SUCCESSFUL YEAR OF EDUCATION AND SAFETY "….A fine
talk by H.W. Johannes, General Manager of the Lumber Company, brought to a close this last safety
meeting of the year and left in the minds of all those present a greater realization of their individual
responsiblity for their own safety and the safety of others with whom they come in contact day by day. The
following is a copy of the talk as given by Mr. Johannes: "At the request of the Accident Prevention
Committee I am pleased to make a few remarks on this, your last public program for the season. ¶ "I wish to
express to you on behalf of the company our sincere admiration of your efforts that made possible the series
of programs, and judging by attendance, the public also appreciates your efforts in preventing accidents. ¶
"This accomplishment is a tribute to all employees. No one person could have achieved this; every one of
you did your part 100% - not indirectly - but deliberately and directly, therefore, the credit belongs to each
of you."

Curran was born and reared in Rib Lake.

Fritz Reuter was imprisoned as a political prisoner for several
years by the Prussian government in the fortress Donjon at
Silberberg, Silesia.

I have underlined the extraordinary notice that over 50% of
the logs then being milled at the RLLC were being brought in
from locations other than company-owned lands. The sources
for these logs included the states of Minnesota and Michigan.
There are many reasons contributing to this policy: 1. The
company-owned lands were now limited to acreage in the
Town of Corning, Lincoln County; the remaining timber there
available for cutting was so limited that all of it could have
been cut in a year or two.

4/17/1942 (cont)

RLLC (cont)

4/17/1942 (cont)

RLLC (cont)

4/17/1942 (cont)

RLLC (cont)

4/17/1942

Environment &
Education &
School Forest

5/1/1942

RLLC

5/1/1942

War - Soldiers &
RLLC

¶ "Year after year the question comes up in every industry - who is responsible for safety? Who is? That
answer is "the management". ¶ "This conclusion is not an argument. It is a fact, time proved through the
experience of companies with both good and not so good records. Management may deny responsibility for
high accident frequency or severity, and others may claim the credit for a good record or deny a poor record,
but a careful analysis of the entire situation, regardless of the record or experience, will indicate that the
responsibility for protection of employees from hazards rests with the management. ¶ "This being the case,
how can we meet the responsibility? The Superintendent, the Foreman and everyone acting in an executive
capacity must indicate a favorable attitude towards accident prevention. A passive interest in safety will no
more get results than the same interest in production, selling or collecting. The job of preventing accidents
must have the same intense attention as is given to other problems affecting your job.
¶ "What is each individual's responsibility? Each individual must realize that the functioning of the safety
program is just as important as efficiency in the plant or any other major activity connected with his job.
Accidents are a pure waste of men, materials and money. The primary objectives of safety programs are to
eliminate needless waste. Employees must always be safety conscious, must practice and live safety, must
use appliances provided for their safety, and caution some thoughtless individual who may unconsciously
overlook an existing hazard. By proper cooperation with the manager through to the individual employee,
accidents will be avoided and needless waste and suffering be eliminated. ¶ During the past three years
about 50% of the logs sawed at the mill have been either purchased on the outside or brought in by rail from
outside company forests and I am pleased to tell you that the company owns more timber today than they did
three years ago and so long as present economic conditions remain, plans will continue to bring in a large
percentage of logs to keep the mill in operation.
¶ "Our country is at the present time at war and it is the duty of each one of us to ask ourselves - what can I
do to assist in winning the war? Possibly the simplest answer is - buy defense bonds. The government has
appealed to our company to cooperate in the distribution of these national defense securities. You can make
these purchases through the voluntary payable deduction plan and I want to suggest that those of you who
are not familar with the plan to become so at once. ¶ We are all ready and willing to make necessary
sacrifices to win the war and I am sure each one of you will purchase at least one defense bond so that we
can report 100% acceptance of our country's national defense program.""
BADGER YOUTH TO PLANT 1600 MILES OF TREES "Fully 1,400,000 trees, enough to plant a three
row shelter belt that would reach the entire length of Wisconsin from Ashland to Beloit, will be planted by
Wisconsin Junior Forest Rangers this spring. ¶ Planting of these trees, furnished by state-owned nurseries,
will begin this week under the supervision of county agents, teachers of vocational agriculture, local 4-H
club leaders, announces Wakelin McNeel, State Extension Junior Forester. ¶ Some will be planted by boys
on their home farms for windbreak, for open plantings on wood land and for wood lot improvements; while
others will be placed in school forests, of which there are now 205 in Wisconsin. ¶ Varieties included in
these plantings are white, Norway, jack and Scotch pine, white and Norway spruce; and elm, ash and black
locust."

GOV'T TO TAKE LARGE PERCENTAGE OF LOCAL LUMBER MILL OUTPUT "Owing to the acute
lumber shortage in all parts of the country, the government is looking to northern operators to supply the
necessary lumber for the Wisconsin government projects now underway, namely the building at Camp
McCoy, the Badger Ordinance Works at Merrimac, the Air Training School at Madison and the Ordinance
Works at Eau Claire. This is going to take an immense amount of lumber and the local plant of the RLLC
will do its part to meet the need. The general manager of the plant, H.W. Johannes, informs us that the entire
mill will now operate on a 6 day weekly basis. ¶ 2-3 million feet of the lumber, #3 and better, now on hand
has been sold to the government and it is expected that they will take all the remaining #3 and better lumber
for the next 60-90 days. Mr. O.R. Lutz, Sales Manager, says that he expects that from now on the
government will take from 85-90% of the entire output of the local plant."
LUMBER COMPANY ERECTS HONORABLE BULLETIN "An honorable bulletin has been put up in
front of the small office building of the RLLC bearing the names of former employees who are now in the
service of Uncle Sam. There are 25 names listed now and other names will be added when any of those men
now employed here leave for the service."

2. By augmenting its supply of logs by importation of logs,
the company was able to extend the life of the mill until the
mill cut its last log on June 3, 1948. 3. The network of
railroad lines then existing in the Midwest permitted the
economical rail transport of logs. 4. Since the existing mill
and plant had been constructed after the mill fire of 1914, the
mill complex was new. The mill complex was a welldesigned, well-maintained and efficient operation.

5. The company management included highly capable persons,
including Vice President John A. "Jack" Mylrea of Wausau.
He was truly a "wheeler and dealer" in the best sense of the
term; he had personal contacts throughout the lumbering
community and enjoyed seeking out and negotating log
contracts; he enjoyed driving a hard bargain. Note, for
example, his negotiation with the Minneapolis, Sault Ste.
Marie and Atlantic Railroad.

(Copies of his papers are available on the CDs of Rib Lake
History, Documents & Photos.)

Please note the reference to Scotch pine. That is a non-native
species which was initially grown at state nurseries. One
reason it was introduced in Wisconsin was to take the place of
white pine, which was now often infected by the introduced
disease, white pine blister rust. Scotch pine proved to be a
disaster. It grows in such a crooked fashion it never produces a
saw log. There is one stand of Scotch pine still standing in the
Town of Rib Lake in 2008. It is located in the SE corner of
Rustic Road 1 and CTH C. It was planted in the 1940's before
the state stopped making Scotch pine seedlings available.
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HOLY NAME SOCIETY ORGANIZED AT ST. JOHN'S "50 men were present in the church hall of St.
John's Catholic Church after high mass last Sunday morning to be enrolled as initial members of the newlyorganized Holy Name Society. ¶ Speakers who were present at the ceremonies were Mr. Harry Grimm of
Ladysmith and R.L. Young, District Attorney of Rusk County. Also addressing the Society was Mr. Walter
Newberg of Medford, who is president of the Medford Holy Name Society of Holy Rosary Church. ¶ J.
Mauch has been president pro tem of the local organization and other officers will be elected in the near
future. ¶ Members and visitors as well as the Rev. E. Gengler, pastor of the church, were guests at a
breakfast served by the Christian Mothers after the ceremony."
420 MEN 45-65 REGISTER IN RIB LAKE "R.H. Aitken, registrar for the draft enrollment in Rib Lake
Saturday and Monday, and his assistants, report that 420 men ages 45-65 were registered in the Village of
Rib Lake. ¶ Reports from other places of registration in the county indicate that enrollment will be large.
The men registered under this order will be considered for possible non-military service."
NOTICE "Weather permitting, the civil defense group will drill on the flats west of the high school on
Other coverage in the Herald made it clear that the civil
Friday evening and will begin drilling at 7:30 instead of 8 o'clock. In case of bad weather the drill will be
defense group was preparing to fight off a possible invasion
held in the school gym as before but commencing at 7:30."
here in Taylor County.
LUMBER COMPANY SHIPS 259 TONS OF SCRAP IRON "In a shipment of scrap iron that will be a big
boost towards reaching the goal for Taylor County, the RLLC gathered up great quantities of scrap iron,
enough to make 6 [railroad] carloads, approx. 259 tons, which they shipped out last week. A real load for the
Japs! ¶ The drive for scrap material of all kinds have been going very well throughout the county. People are
awake to the fact that they have a part in this great emergency of the nation, and that when the salvaged
material, which each individual turns in is added to all the rest it is going to be a valuable contribution to the
needs of the nation. ¶ The Boy Scouts have been gathering the waste paper in the Village for some time and
last week finished mailing what they had on hand and when it was weighed found they had 3,400 pounds for
which they received a check for $13.60."
MRS. MARIE KAUER "Mrs. Marie Kauer, 67, died at the home of her son, Anton Kauer, in the Town of
Rib Lake on May 2, 1942, following a stroke of paralysis. Marie Kosch was born December 23, 1874 in
what was then Bohemia in Europe. In 1895 she was united in marriage to Anton Kauer and soon after came
to this country with a party of relatives and friends. Their first home in America was in the State of Iowa
where they spent two months, then came to Taylor County where they lived for 2 years on a farm in the
Town of Rib Lake, which was known as the Zondlo farm. After this they moved to the Mud Lake district
and made a home on a farm there and this community continued to be their home until their death. Mr.
Kauer preceded his wife in death 24 years ago. ¶ 11 children were born to this union, 1 died at birth, 1
daughter, Marie, died in 1912 at the age of 9 years, and 1 son, Lambert, was killed at the age of 14 in 1925.
The remaining children are Anton Kauer, Joe A. Kauer, Peter B. Kauer, Mrs. Rose Faber, Mrs. Christina
Blair, Mrs. Catherine Van Hecker, all of this community; Mrs. Anna Payampas of Phildelphia; John Kauer
of Milwaukee and Mrs. Elizabeth Rhody of Ogema.
All of the surviving children and one sister, Mrs. Rose Mayer of Pittsburgh, and one brother, Joseph Kosch
of Rib Lake, were able to be present at the funeral. Deceased is also survived by two brothers, Emil Kosch
of Yakima, Washington, and Anton Kosch, whose whereabouts are unknown, and 17 grandchildren. ¶ Mrs.
Kauer was a loving wife and mother, making a good home for her family and she leaves a large circle of
friends to mourn her loss. She was a faithful member of St. John's Catholic Church, as well as a member of
the Catholic Order of Foresters and Christian Mothers Society. ¶ Funeral services were held Wednesday
morning from the Catholic Church with a nephew of the deceased, the Rev. Fr. John Kauer of Solon
Springs, officiating. Interment was made at Lakeview Cemetery. Pallbearers were Phillip Bonde, Joe Kress,
Sr., Frank Turba, Joe Probst, Jr., John Faber, and Henry Niggemann."
TO THE COMMERCIAL CLUB "Now that I am completely settled, I can tell you where I am and how I
got here. I was stationed at Fort Sheridan for four days and then I was sent down here in Texas. There were
47 of us that left Fort Sheridan on Monday, April 20, and we traveled over 40 hours. We traveled down
through Central Illinois, then we went through Tennessee, Mississippi and Louisiana. The trip was very
interesting as it was something new to the greater share of the fellows. We made only one long stop and that
was at New Orleans. We were allowed to get off the train and look over the city. The people there certainly
treated us swell and we really enjoyed our stop. ¶ As much as I've seen of my present camp, I really like it.
They feed us good and work us hard but we get enough sleep and exercise so I am feeling fine. The only
kick I have is that the water tastes terrible. It's always warm and has a salty taste and does not quench the
thirst, especially in this hot weather.
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¶ I was lucky enough to have one Rib Lake boy with me, John Hebda, who I met at Fort Sheridan and have
been together ever since. He is located right across from me in Battery B. We are both assigned to the antiaircraft batteries coast artillery. ¶ Yesterday we were taken out to the rifle range and fired 27 rounds of .22
ammunition, some real fun at government expense. ¶ I think I'm gonna like my army life as I am making a
lot of new friends and getting alot of valuable training. Sincerely, Private Elwood Bleck, Battery C, 31st
CATB Camp Wallace, Texas, United States Army."
Roads & War - 49 APPLICATIONS; ONLY ONE TIRE ISSUED "When the Taylor County Rationing Board held their
Soldiers
regular meeting Wednesday evening, they were able to issue but one tire and tube out of 49 applications
which were made for tires. ¶ This board, appointed by the state and made up of citizens from the county who
have made a study of the rules under which tires may be issued, is much concerned over the fact that the
public in general fails to take the tire rationing situation seriously enough. Your business may place you on
an eligible list for tires but this does not mean that you will be granted a tire when you make application to
the board."
Library
MRS. H. NEBEKER APPOINTED AS RIB LAKE LIBRARIAN "The library board met Wednesday
evening to consider the applications which had been filed for the position of librarian for the Rib Lake
Public Library to fill the vacancy caused by the resignation of Mrs. Doris Mielke. Mrs. H. Nebeker, formerly
Lorraine Curran, received the appointment and will take over the work within a few days after working with
Mrs. Mielke a short time. Mrs. Mielke will go to Milwaukee to join her husband, who has employment
there."
War - Soldiers & NEWS NOTES FROM OFFICE OF COUNTY AGENT "On April 9 the War Production Board issued an
Law & Agriculture order prohibiting construction of residences costing over $500, all other farm construction costing over
$1,000 and off farm construction of processing, storage or marketing plants costing over $5,000 without an
authority to build approved by WPB. ¶ Buildings on which construction was started before April 9, 1942,
and the rebuilding of farm houses destroyed by fire, wind storm, act of God since December 31, 1941, are
exempt from the order. ¶ Applications for authority to build may be obtained at the County Agent's office at
Medford. When filled out they should be returned to the Taylor County War Board, County Agent's Office,
Medford."
Spirit Lake & Rib FIND HUMAN BONES IN SHALLOW GRAVE "Coroner David Ruesch was called over from Medford
Lake - Town
Tuesday afternoon when a shallow grave was discovered about 200 feet south of the buildings on the farm
where the late Pat Cullen lived in a bank alongside Highway 102 near Spirit Lake, in which was found the
bones of 1 or more persons. The discovery was made by Ellsworth Schulz, who is employed by Mrs.
Marschke who lives on the Cullen place. The bones were only about 2 1/2 under the surface of the ground
and were all in a heap as though the body or bodies had been dismembered and buried in a pile. They were
what seemed to be teeth enough for two normal persons, some real large bones and many smaller ones. ¶ Of
course, such a discovery has brought forth a flood of conjecture as to the identity of the persons to whom the
bones belong, the reason for them to be buried in a heap as they were discovered, etc. There is really no
explanation of the find so far and no way of knowing how long they had lain there. ¶ Sheriff Stellick and
Traffic Officer Curran also came over from Medford with the coroner for the investigation."
Schools
30% OF HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES HAVE 90 AVERAGE "The high point in the high school years of
the 1942 class was reached last Thursday evening when graduating exercises were held in the auditorium. It
was a real thrill to see these boys and girls as they marched in the auditorium with a look of triumph on their
faces at having accomplished a difficult task...¶ Before presenting the diplomas to the class members, D.A.
Ingli, Principal, remarked that this class was exceptional in that 30% of it had an average of 90 or more for
the 4 years of high school."
Obituary & Rusch ALBERT KNOP "Albert Knop died at his home in the Town of Rib Lake Sunday morning, May 17, after
being ill but a few hours from a heart ailment. He was 66 years of age. ¶ Albert Emil William Knop, son of
the late Karl and Ernestina Knop, was born at Plotsig, Germany, on Feb. 18, 1876. In March of 1891, at the
age of 15 years, he left Germany with his parents and came to America, coming directly to Rib Lake. ¶ He
worked at the tannery here for a few years and from 1900-1913 was a lumber grader for the RLLC. At
Fairchild, Wis. on March 14, 1900, he was married to Ernestine Klatt. They came to Rib Lake to make their
home and lived for 8 years in the home now owned by Robert Hess. To this union were born 7 children:
Albert, at home; Irma (Mrs. Ray Herman) of Jackson, Wis; and Alfred, in the service and now stationed at
Camp Crowder, Missouri. Four other children, Ella, Arthur, Leona and Otto, preceded their father in death.
¶ In 1908 the family moved to the present farm home where Mrs. Knop passed away on Dec. 16, 1913,
leaving her husband and five children.

The location was just to the east of Little Spirit Lake. The
former Pat Cullen farm consisted of part of Section 5, Town
33 North, Range 3 East, north of Knorn Road but east of Little
Spirit Lake.

Albert Knop, Sr. was my step-grandfather and beloved by all.
He was often referred to as Meister Knop; Meister being the
respectful word in German for Master. The Knop farm stood
on the east side of CTH C in Section 19, Town 33 North,
Range 3 East. It originally consisted of 40 acres, the SW 1/4 NW 1/4; after Meister Knop married my grandmother, Ida
Rusch, Ida sold her home in the Village and moved onto the
farm and used the proceeds of the home sale to buy the back
40. Ida brought with her 7 of the Rusch children,

5/22/1942 (cont) Obituary & Rusch ¶ On April 14, 1915, he was married to Mrs. Ida Rusch, who preceded him in death in February of 1938.
(cont)
There were no children born to this union. ¶ Deceased is survived by 3 children by his first marriage: Albert,
Irma and Alfred; 5 step-children, Mr. Gust Rusch and Mrs. Robert Bleck (Anna), both of Rib Lake; Mrs.
Walter Kurth (Bertha) of Sheboygan, Wis.; Mrs. Harry Johnson (Hattie) of Cornell, Wis; and Herman Rusch
of Milwaukee. He also leaves two sisters, Mrs. Martha Bleck of Chicago and Mrs. Anna Kalk of Rib Lake;
and one brother, Carl, whose whereabouts are unknown. There are 23 grandchildren and several nieces and
nephews. ¶ Mr. Knop was a member of St. John's Lutheran Church, serving on the church board for several
years. For many years he served as a member of the town board of the Town of Rib Lake. Up to the present
time he was Vice-President of the Cemetery Board of which he was one of the organizers. ¶ Funeral services
were held from the Lutheran Church on Thursday with the Rev. O.E. Hoffmann, officiating.
5/22/1942 (cont) Obituary & Rusch ¶ Those from out of town who came to attend the last rites were: Mrs. Martha Bleck of Chicago; Mr. and
(cont)
Mrs. Ray Herman and family of Jackson; Alfred Knop of Camp Crowder, Missouri; Ludwig Melke of Fond
du Lac; Mrs. Walter Kurth of Sheboygan; Herman Rusch and Lucille Bleck of Milwaukee; Mrs. J. Nehebass
of Rockfield, Wis; and Mr. and Mrs. Harry Johnson of Cornell."
5/22/1942
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(Bob, Anna, Herman, Gus, Otto, Hattie and Bertha - the two
older children were married). This meant that the 7 Rusch
children were joined at the supper table by the 7 Knop
children (Ella, Albert, Jr., Arthur, Irma, Leona, Otto and
Alfred). ¶ My late aunt, Hattie Johnson, nee Rusch, related
this story to me: The newly remarried Ida Knop was a member
of the Lutheran Women's Club at St. John's Lutheran Church;
she was asked by her friends how she was getting

along with so many children now under her wing. She proudly
claimed "I get along just fine - I spank them all!"

People & Rusch

"Mr. and Mrs. Harry Knop, Miss Francis Knop, Mr. Robert Knop and Mrs. John Stelling motored to
Cumberland Sunday where they visited their mother, Mrs. Bertha Knop."
War - Soldiers
8 RIB LAKE MEN TO MILWAUKEE MONDAY FOR EXAM. "64 men left Medford at 6:00 a.m.
Monday morning to go to Milwaukee for induction into the army. Under a new ruling men inducted into the
service under the Selective Service act may return home for a 14 day furlough after they pass their
examination if they wish. This time gives them a chance to get their affairs in order. If they take such a
furlough they will become members of the enlisted reserve corps. Those from Rib Lake who left with the
Monday contingent were: Richard Wallace, Raymond Ziembo, Henry O. Becker, Carl O. Bosse, Carl O.
Radtke, Albert E. Knotke, Walter J. Rezutek and Richard Knorn. ¶ Carl Radtke and Carl Bosse took
advantage of the above ruling and can stay home until June 26 when they will report at Fort Sheridan. ¶
Raymond Ziembo failed to pass the physical examination and returned home."
Roads & Rib Lake - SURFACING ROADS WITH CRUSHED ROCK AND GRAVEL IN TOWN OF RIB LAKE "The roads in
Town
the Town of Rib Lake are being surfaced with 4,000 yards of crushed rock and gravel. The crushing is
being done with the use of the county rock crusher which is located in the Town's gravel pit in Section 33. ¶
Town Chairman E.L. Lamont informs us that while the machinery is on the ground they are going to build a
stockpile of 2,000 yards of crushed rock and gravel for future use on the roads."
Camp 26 & Camp RIB LAKE QUOTA IN U.S. WOOD DRIVE IS $110. "Charles Kannenberg is in charge of the U.S. Wood Apparently the RLLC had only two camps open and working
27
Drive in Camp 26 and Christ Brandt for Camp 27."
at this time. The last camp, Camp 28, had not yet been
constructed.
RLLC
PULP CUTTERS WANTED "Paid by the piece or by the cord. RLLC"
RLLC & War - 90% OF LUMBER COMPANY EMPLOYEES BUYING WAR BONDS "A record which might well be the
Soldiers
envy of all firms using the payroll allotment plan for the purchase of U.S. War Savings Bonds has been
attained by the RLLC of this Village. This plan was put into operation in the plant here in January of this
year and at the present time out of 234 employees on the payroll of the company, 232 of them have
subscribed for the purchase of war bonds under the payroll allotment plan. This is over 90% participation
and is a fine record both for the company which has the extra bookwork to do and for the employees who
buy the bonds to help win the war."
War - Soldiers
16,000 POUNDS RUBBER COLLECTED IN SCRAP DRIVE "People of the Rib Lake vicinity are doing
fine work in the scrap rubber drive which will continue until June 30. Approx. 16,000 pounds have been
turned in to local filling stations and bulk oil dealers in the Village. H. Batzer reports that he has received
2,140 pounds, Heindl's station, 8,570 pounds, Joe Lilly's station, 227 pounds and Art Schulz's station, 5,000
pounds. Of this amount the biggest percentage is in the form of old tires. It is expected that there will be a
considerable quantity of scrap rubber brought in before the finish of the drive. These figures show that the
people in the local community are willing and anxious to do what they can to carry on this war. It is such
cooperation as this that will help the men in the armed forces to know that the folks at home are backing
them 100%. Bring in your scrap to help lick the Jap!"
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RUSCH-SZATKOWSKI "Miss Constance B. Rusch, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Joe Bever of this Village,
became the bride of Mr. Alphonse Szatkowski, son of Mr. and Mrs. A. Szatkowski of Clinton, Indiana, in a
pretty June wedding which took place at 9 o'clock Saturday morning, June 20, at St. John's Catholic Church,
Rib Lake, with Rev. E. Gengler performing the ceremony. Special music was rendered by Miss Nora Braun,
organist, and the junior choir of the church. ¶ The bride was beautifully dressed in a gown of white satin and
lace, with a veil of net lace, and a pearl tiara. She wore pearls and her bouquet was of roses. She was
attended by her sister, Janis Bever, whose gown was of orchid satin, and as bridemaids, Miss Arlene Deitzler
and Miss Alma Zielke, who were dressed in aqua blue and yellow, respectively. All the attendants wore
pearl necklaces and corsages. ¶ The groom was attended by his friend, George Jellitch, and Arthur Maes,
uncle of the bride.
¶ Among the guests at the wedding was Mrs. Charles Bajin of Chippewa Falls. ¶ Following the ceremony a
wedding breakfast was served at the home of the bride's parents. Dinner was served to the wedding party and
members of the family at Dodge's Cafe. Orchid and yellow iris were used for decorations. Friends of the
young couple gathered at the Lakeside in the evening where they danced to the music furnished by Adoph
Walbeck's orchestra. ¶ The bride is a graduate of Rib Lake High School and is well known to folks here who
join in offering best wishes for a long and happy life. Mr. and Mrs. Szatkowski will be at home at 4504 S.
Emerald, Chicago, after they return from a week's honeymoon trip to Clinton, Indiana."
CATHOLIC INFORMATION, THERE IS SOMETHING WRONG WITH THE CATHOLICS! "If Catholic
worship pictures, statues and saints-if they think medals, holy water, and the like, will in themselves prevent
accidents, disease, lightning and drowning-if Catholics have no mind of their own and must vote and fight
and act just as their priest ordered - then surely there is something wrong with Catholics. Yes, something so
wrong that they should never be permitted to have a hand in the running of this great country of ours. ¶ If, on
the other hand, there is no idolary or superstition about anything Catholic-if all Catholics have 100% free
will-if their patriotism is proved fact-if, in short, Catholics believe that their Faith has in it and behind
reason, common sense, God-given authority and a philosophy, which if generally adopted, would solve all
present day problems-if Catholics have such a story to tell to their non-Catholic neighbors and refuse to tell
it-then again we say there is something wrong with the Catholics - woefully wrong.
¶ To enable fair minded people of the other creeds to know Catholic facts from Catholic sources, this society
from now on will publish weekly in this paper little informative stories of the things which Catholics
believe, do and live day by day, believing that our messages will receive courteous attention and credence
because we have no religion to attack, no axe to grind, no purpose in mind other than to engender
understanding and good will which are so necessary if America is to stand united against the evils that
surround us. ¶ We hope that you will feel free to write us your opinions of our labor of love and to ask frank
questions about anything Catholic which you may have in mind. Such questions will be courteously
answered without obligating you in any way. Address your correspondence to: Holy Name Correspondents
Committee, Box 273, Rib Lake, Wis."
LARGEST CONTINGENT LEAVES COUNTY THURSDAY "Today a large group of young men from the
county left Medford for Milwaukee for their final examination before induction into the service…¶ Those
leaving from Rib Lake and vicinity are Henry Becker, Theordore Schulz, George Thums, Fred Mann,
Rudolph Kapitz, Herbert Vlach, Marvin Tauber, Charles H. Haglund, Frank Jarosh, Wayne Bullis, Harold
Bleck and John Patrick."
STATE SUPERINTENDENT ORDERS CONSOLIDATION OF SCHOOL DISTRICTS. "The annual
meeting of the Joint School District 1, Village and Town of Rib Lake, was held Monday evening at the high
school with a very small attendance. ¶ Millard Kapitz was elected chairman of the meeting which he
conducted in a very able manner. ¶ Mrs. G.L. Beker [sic] was reelected treasurer of the school district with
no opposition. Al Lee, who was appointed as clerk for the period time since the resignation of Mr. Kermit
Johnson and until the annual meeting, was duly elected. The chair appointed F.P. Schaack, F.L. Becker and
Wesley Schmidt as a committee of audit for the 1942-1943 term. ¶ Among other things of interest at this
meeting was the announcement of the consolidation of School District 3 and a part of School District 5 with
Joint District 1 of Rib Lake. These school districts were ordered abolished by the state superintendent of
public instruction, John Callahan, the districts themselves having no voice in the matter whatsoever. The
Spirit Lake School was included in District 3, and the Forest Knoll School in District 5. As a result of this
order, all of the assets, liabilities and records of District 3 are
to be turned over to District 1 as well as the records of District 5. The valuation of said districts is also to be
added to the valuation of the districts to which they have been attached. Included in this charge also is the
Mud Lake School District which has been attached to the Fawn Valley District..."

The bride's father was my uncle, Otto Rusch, who married
Norma Maes; following the death of Otto Rusch in the 1920's,
Norma remarried Mr. Joe Bever. The bride was known to
everyone as "Connie".

The article and offer came out of the blue; there did not appear
anything within the Herald to suggest why this offer was being
made. If some reader can enlighten me, please do so.

This meant the end of 3 one-room schools; Mud Lake, Forest
Knoll and Spirit Lake.
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"A farewell party was given for George Thums, Jr. at the home of his parents, Mr. and Mrs. George Thums,
Sr., last Friday at which about 25 of his young friends were present. The evening was spent socially and
refreshments were served. The guest of honor was presented with a parting gift. He left for Milwaukee
Friday for his examination to enter the army. ¶ Dan Pilon, of Papineau County, Quebec, Canada, is in Rib
Lake this week for his annual visit and to renew old acquaintances."
TO CHICAGO "On your next trip to Chicago, travel via the Soo Line…fast, comfortable service and
completely modern, air conditioned equipment. Delicious dining car meals to fit any purse or to suit any
appetite. Low fares now in effect. ¶ Schedule: Leave Ashland - 6 p.m.; Mellen - 6:49; Glidden - 7:30;
Butternut - 7:49; Park Falls - 8:04; Phillips - 8:35; Prentice - 9:02; Ladysmith - 9:25; Chelsea - 9:39;
Medford - 10:05; Abbotsford - 10:32; Owen - 10:45; Unity - 10:48; Spencer - 11:30; Marshfield - 11:51;
Stevens Point - 12:53 a.m.; arrive Chicago 7:45 a.m."
ROBERT BLOMBERG GRADUATES FROM CHANUTE FIELD SCHOOL "Private Robert E. Blomberg,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Carl Blomberg, was graduated recently from Chanute Field School in the Army
Airforce Technical Training Command. ¶ PFC Hugo Gilge, who is stationed at Bowling Green, Virginia,
and Miss Eva Weinzinger of Phillips, were married at Fredricksberg, Virginia, on July 6. The bride returned
after the wedding and is now at her home at Phillips. ¶ John J. Hebda, son of Mr. and Mrs. Joe Hebda, who
is in the army, has sailed from a west coast port for foreign service. But, of course, his destination is not
known by his folks here."
DEATH CALLS JOHN A. TAYLOR "Death came at 4:00 Tuesday afternoon at the Merrill Hospital to
relieve the suffering of Mr. John A. Taylor, one of the oldest settlers of this community. Mr. Taylor has been
ill for the greater part of the last two years. ¶ Private funeral services will be held at 10:00 Friday morning at
the Taylor Funeral Home in Rib Lake and at 11:00 the body will be taken to St. John's Lutheran Church
where it will lie in state until 2:00 when the public funeral services will be held, the Rev. O.E. Hoffmann,
officiating. ¶ A complete obituary will be published next week."
JOHN ARTHUR TAYLOR "John Arthur Taylor, resident of Rib Lake for 42 years, died at Holy Cross
Hospital at Merrill July 28. Deceased was born Nov. 4, 1877 at Gillett, Wis. His mother, Mrs. Arthur
Taylor, had been widowed several months previous. An older sister, Grace, preceded the father in death.
Two years later the mother married Edward Gomoll, under whose care the boy grew to manhood in Oconto
County. ¶ In 1900 the Gomoll family moved to Rib Lake, where the father and son bought out the hardware
and farm implement business of Charles Resimus, who was then located in the building now occupied by
Harold Zielke's general store. ¶ In Nov. of the same year he was married to Miss Bertha Batzer of Gillett.
To this union were born 6 children, Arthur, Merrill; Elmer, Rib Lake; Myrtle, Mrs. Marvin Trantow, Merrill;
Viola, Mrs. Carl Shied, Minocqua; Everett, Oconto Falls and Anita, Mrs. Carl Zielke, Madison. 10
grandchildren also mourn his death. A half-sister, Mrs. Malvina Hintz died about 18 years ago. ¶ In 1902,
the Gomoll-Hardware Taylor Company built the building now owned by Ed Prien. Five years later the father
retired. That year Taylor acquired the Hy. Sargent home
on Landaal Avenue and have lived there until the present time, making extensive improvements on the place
from time to time until it has become one of the best resident properties in the town. ¶ In 1924, with the
future of his sons in mind, Mr. Taylor bought out the Frank Poole Furniture and Undertaking establishment.
All three sons became funeral directors as a result of this business venture. ¶ In 1938 the hardware store was
sold to Ed. Prien, who now conducts the Gamble Store there and Mr. Taylor confined his efforts to running
the J.A. Taylor Tinsmith and Repair Shop until ill health necessitated his complete retirement from business.
¶ Through the years of residence here he was ever in important local affairs. He served on the school board
12 years, was village president 9 years, on the board of trustees of St. John's Lutheran Church almost
continuously, was organizer of many important organizations, such as the Lakeview Cemetery Association
and the Men's Alliance, which later developed into the Commercial Club. ¶ He leaves to mourn him his
invalid wife, all the above-named children and grandchildren and a host of relatives and dear friends.
¶ A private funeral was held at home at 10:00 a.m. Friday morning for the relatives of the deceased. The
remains lay in state at St. John's Lutheran Church from 11:00 a.m. Friday until the public service at 2:00 p.
m. The Rev. O.E. Hoffmann, officiated. Interment was at the Lakeview Cemetery."
RLLC POSTS NOTICE OF 8% PAY INCREASE "Notice was posted Friday by the RLLC of an increase in
the pay of all employees of 8%. The mill will be shut down on Saturday afternoon, hereafter."
ALVIN E. O'KONSKI "Alvin E. O'Konski of Mercer was in Rib Lake Tuesday when he spoke to the crowd
which gathered on Main Street, using the public address system which was installed in his car. Mr. O'Konski
is a candidate for congress on the Republican ticket and is an able speaker."

Dan Pilon had cooked at many RLLC camps.

So it took 13 hours and 45 minutes to go from Ashland, Wis.
to Chicago by train.

This type of war-related news filled the pages of the Herald in
1942.

In 2008, the former Taylor Hardware store building still
stands. It is the Rib Lake Music Center, 740 McComb Ave.

8/14/1942

8/14/1942

8/21/1942

Law & Businesses MRS. TAUBER PAYS $100 FINE FOR SELLING LIQUOR TO MINOR "A warrant was sworn out by the
Village Board on Wednesday and served by Marshal Charles Dodge on Mrs. Mathilda Tauber, local tavern
proprietress, charging that liquor had been sold to a minor at her place of business recently. Mrs. Tauber
appeared before Justice of the Peace Wesley Schmidt where she pled guilty to the offense charged. She then
appeared before Judge Clifford Curran at Medford for sentencing and a fine of $100 and costs was meted
out, which was paid by the defendant."
RLLC
REPAIRS AND PAINT FOR COMPANY-OWNED HOUSES "The RLLC has been doing some extensive
repairing to some of their houses in the southern part of the village this summer, as well as having a number
of those dwellings painted. This is a much needed improvement and it is to be hoped that other property
owners will follow this example where such improvements are needed."

War - Soldiers &
Physicians

DR. CARSTENS GRANTED PERMISSION TO BUY NEW CAR "Dr. E. Carstens of this Village was
granted permission by the Taylor Co. Rationing Board last week to purchase a new automobile. Dr.
Carstens is already driving a new Hudson which he purchased from a Marshfield dealer."
9/4/1942
Camp 27 & RLLC MIKE ROIGER SUFFERS SERIOUS BACK INJURY "Mike Roiger was seriously injured Monday
morning while at work at Camp 27 of the RLLC. He was helping load logs on the jammer when his clothing
was caught in the machinery and before it could be stopped he was injured. He was taken to the hospital at
Wausau where it was found that the injury to his back was very serious. ¶ Mr. Roiger, who lives on a farm in
the Town of Greenwood, had only started back to work for the company that morning after spending the
summer at farm work."
9/11/1942
Fire
CONSIDERABLE LOSS IN PERTMER FIRE "Several factors which contributed to an unnecessary loss by
fire within the Village last Thursday evening has brought to the attention of citizens and property owners
within the Village the fact that the equipment with which our local fire department is expected to protect
property against loss by fire is wholly inadequate and in such condition that it cannot be relied upon. ¶ The
Department was called to the Joe Pertmer home in the northeastern part of the Village on that evening by a
fire in the building used as a garage and to house the freezing unit used in connection with the Pertmer Mink
Farm. The lack of a water main on the main street past the high school building made it necessary to go to
the lake some distance away for water. When the firemen did get to the lake they discovered that the oil had
leaked out of the pump of the fire engine, and oil had to be secured from uptown before the engine could be
used. And when it did get to functioning and the water put through the line of the hose, one section of the
hose burst.
9/11/1942 (cont)
Fire (cont)
The whole building where the fire was had collapsed, leaving only one wall standing before any water
reached the fire and by that time there was no use in trying to save any part of it....¶ This instance has
brought down a lot of criticism on the heads of the fire department but as we see it, they are not to blame
because the best of firemen could have done no better with the obsolete equipment that this Village uses for
its fire protection. What these fault-finding curb-fighting firemen should do is insist that a few new lines of
water mains be laid and that some new fire fighting equipment be purchased."
9/18/1942
War - Soldiers
71 TAYLOR COUNTY MEN WILL PASS EXAMINATION "Of the 71 Taylor County men who were sent
to Milwaukee last Friday for their final physical examination for induction into the army, not one failed to
pass. This number included the following men from Rib Lake and vicinity: Edward Franz, Sol Tarrant, Fred
Franz, Stanley Kosek, Elmer Freiboth, Jim Matyka, Frank Zondlo, Lavern Zuege, Frank Bailey, Otto
Thums, Edward Heintz, Wilhelm Einra, Mike Karkula, Lawrence Schreiner, Carl Judnic, Joe Roiger,
Herman Marschke and Harold Golder."
9/18/1942
Obituary
WALTER GESSERT "Walter Gessert died at the Veteran's Hospital at Wood, Wisconsin on Sept. 14, 1942.
Walter Gessert was born on Feb. 7, 1888 at Adell, Wis. He came to Rib Lake in 1916 and for 3 years was in
the butcher business here. Later he did some farming and bought and sold livestock. He served as a
Sergeant in the army during WWI. ¶ Deceased is survived by two sisters, Mrs. Amanda Nowak, Rib Lake,
and Mrs. Ed Hintz, Port Washington, and one brother, William Gessert, Rib Lake. He had never married. ¶
Funeral services were held Thursday at 1:00 at the Taylor Funeral Home and at 2:00 at St. John's Lutheran
Church with interment at the Lakeview Cemetery. He was given a military funeral, a number of his veteran
comrades taking part."

Mrs. Tauber's tavern is located where the "Last Chance"
tavern stands in 2008, 832 McComb Avenue.

At one time the RLLC owned dozens of houses which it
rented to its employees. In 2008, the best cluster of former
company houses is owned along the north side of Fayette Ave
at the junction with McComb. There Fayette Shaw built a
block long line of houses for his tannery workers. When
constructed, each house was identical.

9/18/1942

Obituary

MRS. GOTTLIEB WITTKE "Johanna Kaske was born June 12, 1849 in Germany. In the land of her birth
she was instructed and confirmed in the saving truths of the Holy Bible. In 1877 she entered the holy state of
marriage with Gottlieb Wittke. Two children were born to this union, one son and one daughter. In 1883 she
and the two children came to America to join her husband, who had come here a year before. Shortly after
she landed in New York the son died and was buried there. Thus her joy of being reunited with her husband
was mixed with sorrow and tears. ¶ As all early pioneers, the departed with her husband were industrious,
hardworking people. And the Lord richly blessed the labors of their hands. They were loyal and faithful
Christians and church members, depending upon God for everything.
9/18/1942 (cont)
Obituary (cont) ¶ On August 8, 1931, the husband of the deceased died in the Lord. Mrs. Wittke peacefully fell asleep on
Saturday morning at 12:15 Sept. 12 at the age of 93 years and 3 months. Her death is mourned by one
daughter, Bertha, Mrs. Ed Klein, Sr.; five grandchildren, 23 great-grandchildren and 4 great-greatgrandchildren. ¶ Funeral services were conducted at 1:30 at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Ed Klein, Sr. and at 2:
00 at St. Peter's Lutheran Church in the Town of Greenwood. Deceased as well as her husband were charter
and faithful members of this congregation. Burial was made in the church cemetery. The pastor of the
congregation, the Rev. O.E. Hoffmann, officiated."
9/25/1942
Agriculture & War ORDER RATIONING OF FARM MACHINERY "All farm machinery in the hands of implement dealers
- Soldiers
was frozen on Sept. 17 by order of the United States Department of Agriculture. This was done to keep new
farm machinery sales at a minimum and limit them to actual needs and at the same time insure fair
distribution of the equipment to where it will do the most good in wartime farming for production.
Admininstration of the farm machinery rationing program will be handled by a committee of three farmers
consisting of the chairman of the county AAA committee and two other farmers appointed by the local
USDA war board. ¶ Farm machinery in one classification (group A), which is scarce and especially needed
to meet current agricultural needs, may be sold only upon approval of the county farm machinery rationing
committee. Machinery in the second category (group B) including items somewhat less scarce, may be sold
upon certification of the farmer to the dealer that it is required to meet current agricultural needs. A third
classification (group C) includes the smaller items that may be sold without restrictions.
9/5/1942 (cont) Agriculture & War ¶ Machinery in group A which will affect Taylor County farmers includes combines, disk harrow, feed
- Soldiers (cont) grinders, fertilizer spreaders, grain drills, lime spreaders, manure spreaders, milk coolers, milking machines,
potato diggers and all farm type tractors. ¶ Group B machinery includes most other farm equipment and
machinery. ¶ Group C, which is exempt from any form of rationing, includes hoes, rakes, forks, scythes,
shovels and all hand-operated and one and two horse-drawn farm machinery and equipment not included in
group A."
10/2/1942
Ole A. Peterson & "Lloyd Tripp of Spirit suffered a compound fracture of the left leg below the knee at about 2:00 Wednesday
Spirit
afternoon. He was skidding logs on the Bergeson land north of Stone Lake in the employ of the Phillips
Flooring Company, in which Ole Peterson is manager. Mr. Tripp's leg became caught between a tree and the
log which he was skidding. He was brought in to Dr. Horn for first aid treatment and then was taken to the
Tomahawk Hospital."
10/2/1942
Businesses
STAMM BEVERAGE COMPANY INSTALLS NEW EQUIPMENT "The Stamm Beverages and Bottlings
Works of Rib Lake, manufacturers of Stamm soda water beverages, have purchased a new diamond water
filtering and treating system. The desire of the Stamm Company installing this new expensive equipment is
to improve their already popular product."

10/2/1942
10/2/1942

RLLC
Rib Lake Herald

10/9/1942

Obituary

The bottling works in Rib Lake continued in operation until
approx. 1974. The last company manufacturing soda water in
Rib Lake was Tlusty Beverages, who printed the motto
"Treasure the pleasure of being thirsty" on each of its soda
water bottles. A full range of soda water flavors was produced
in Rib Lake.

WANTED GENERAL WOODSMEN OF ALL KINDS - RLLC
This is a 2" x 3" ad run in the Herald.
STATEMENT OF THE OWNERSHIP MANAGEMENT CIRCULATION REQUIRED BY ACT OF
CONGRESS "Of the Rib Lake Herald published weekly at Rib Lake, Wis. ¶ 1. Name and address of the
publisher/editor/managing editor or business manager is L.L. Arnold of Rib Lake, Wis. ¶ 2. That the owners
are L.L. Arnold and Florence Arnold, Rib Lake. ¶ 3. That the known bond holders, mortgagees and other
security holders owning or holding 1% or more of total amount of the bonds, mortgages or other securities
are Perfection Type, Inc., St. Paul, MN. Signed L.L. Arnold, Publisher."
NELS SWANSON "Nels Swanson, 76, was found dead at his home in the south end of the village last
Friday. He had evidently died during the night Thursday. Mr. Swanson was one of the old residents of the
Village, having come here in 1901. ¶ Deceased was born in Sweden. When he first came to Rib Lake he was
employed by Mr. Eric Gilberton as a shoe maker. He was also a violin maker by trade. ¶ It is believed that
he had a sister living in Carroll, Nebraska, but no one here knew how she could be reached. ¶ Funeral
services were held from the Taylor Funeral Home on Monday, the Rev. H.G. Holverson, pastor of the
Methodist Church, officiating. Interment was made at Lakeview Cemetery."
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12/11/1942

War - Soldiers &
RLLC

MRS. PAUL MINARCINY "Susan Minarciny died some time during the night Sunday and was found dead
in bed Monday morning by members of her family. The cause of her untimely death was a heart attack. ¶
Deceased was born May 16, 1893, at Brata, Slovia, Slovakia, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Paul Michalicka.
She came to this country at the age of 16. She was married to Paul Minarciny in 1913. She is survived by her
husband, Paul Minarciny, her five children, Paul, Fort Benjamin, Harrison, Indiana; Pauline, Dorothy and
Ronald, at home; and Mrs. Howard Hoeppner, of Chicago, and her mother, Anna Michalicka; 3 sisters, Mrs.
Anna Duga, Hammond, Indiana; Mrs. Christine Sadlan, Chicago; Mrs. Betty Tomish, Slovakia; and one
brother, Steven Michalicka, Slovakia. ¶ Funeral services were held in the Taylor Funeral Home with the
Rev. Johnson officiating."
HEBDA-LAMONT "Miss Mary Hebda of Chicago, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Hebda, became the
bride of Howard A. Lamont, son of Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Lamont at a nuptial high mass at St. John's Catholic
Church at 9:00 Sunday morning, the Rev. E.M. Gengler, performing the single ring ceremony. Music was
furnished by Miss Nora Braun, organist, the junior choir and a solo, "Ava Maria" by Roseanne Kettleson..."
"The sawmill department of the RLLC shut down at about 3:00 Wednesday afternoon for the remainder of
the day on account of the lack of logs in the yard."
FISH & GAME ASSOCIATION MEETS AT GREENWOOD TOWN HALL "The Rib Lake Fish & Game
Assoc. held its October meeting at the Greenwood Town Hall. One of the subjects which came up for
discussion was the great amount of damage to bird life, rabbits, etc, that is being caused this fall by the
numerous stray cats that seem to be at large in the woods in this locality. The conclusion was reached that
the reason for this condition is that people who have more cats than they want to keep take them out to the
woods and leave them there to fend for themselves. The members of the Fish & Game Assoc. decided to
declare war on these nuisances and destroy whenever possible."
CHURCH GIVES ITS DEPARTING MEN A DIFFERENT FAREWELL "In spite of snow and storm, the
members of St. Peter's Lutheran congregation, Town of Greenwood, assembled in the church parlors on
Sunday evening to give three of its young men and one from the Rib Lake congregation a "Christian"
farewell before entering military service. The men thus honored were Albert Franz, Arthur Freiboth, Ralph
Jensen and Clarence Freiboth. St. Peter's Lutheran Church now has 11 men in service and one of these has
already given his life in the defense of our nation. St. John's Lutheran Church of Rib Lake has 27 men in
military service. ¶ The evening of festivities began with a devotion with the pastor of the respective
congregations, the Rev. O.E. Hoffmann, spoke very earnest, solemn and timely words, but words highly
appreciated by the men leaving for service. After the conclusion of the religious part of the program, the
evening was spent in Christian fellowship. After all was said and done, lunch was served. Those who
sponsored this fine gathering under the supervision of the pastor were Mr. and Mrs. George Klein and Mr.
and Mrs. Peter Sleus..."
COFFEE RATIONING BEGINS NOVEMBER 29. "Beginning Sunday, Nov. 29, 1942, and through
Sunday, Jan. 3, an eligible consumer can buy one pound of roasted coffee or one pound of any mixture or
compound containing coffee upon surrender of Stamp 27 from War Ration Book 1 (the Sugar Book), Stamp
27 designated because of the convenience in detachiing it. ¶ Any person holding a War Ration Book 1
whose age is shown as 15 years or older on his book, is eligible to buy coffee. Coffee stamps in a book of a
consumer whose age is shown on his book as 14 years or younger are not valid. Stamps in such books must
remain attached; penalties for their removal will be imposed."
WPB ASKS THAT WE ELIMINATE OUTDOOR CHRISTMAS LIGHTING "The War Production Board
today asked city officials, civil clubs, chambers of commerce, merchants and citizens generally to dispense
with the outdoor decorative lighting this Christmas. ¶ WPB pointed out that Christmas lighting requires the
use of critical materials, electricity and manpower and is not in line with the general conservation program
already underway..."
CRITICAL WAR MATERIAL INCLUDES LUMBER "The employees of the RLLC met last Thursday
The reference to a Flying Fortress was to the famous B-17,
noon and the General Manager of the plant, H.W. Johannes, spoke to them regarding the importance of the America's then best heavy bomber.
lumber industry in the war effort. Following is a talk given by Mr. Johannes: ¶ Lumber, you know, is a
critical war material and is so classified by our government. It is estimated that production this year will be
approximately 33 1/2 billion feet, while the requirements run about 38 1/2 billion feet, a shortage of some 5
billion feet of lumber. The government recognizes this shortage in our industry and has, therefore, frozen
labor in the west coast. This means that no man can leave his place of employment without proper leave and
the individual cannot obtain work unless he has a certificate of separation. We in the north have been
objecting to this method as we would rather depend on each individual's patriotism and fairness to produce
while our country is badly in need of his accomplishments.
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War - Soldiers &
RLLC (cont)

¶ Under the date of September 15, Mr. Paul V. McNutt, Chairman of the War Manpower Commission, sends
this message to all the loggers and workers in saw and planing mills: "The nation's war effort is slowing
down for lack of lumber. ¶ To defeat the Axis, we must construct more cantonments, more war industry
plants, more air bases, more ships and boats and more planes. In this construction process we need more
lumber and lots of it. Above all, we need manpower to produce the lumber. ¶ Lumber production this year
will be less than it was back in the "horse and buggy" year of 1908. Why? Because skilled workworkers and
skilled sawmill workers left their jobs. ¶ As Chairman of the War Production Commission, I issue an order
that workers employed in logging and lumbering industries in twelve states shall not seek employment in
other industries. This order was necessary because labor turnover in the lumber industry was 10% a month.
Skilled jobs had to be done by green hands. Production dropped.
War - Soldiers & ¶ Your government will have to issue a similar order for other parts of the nation if woods and lumber
RLLC (cont)
workers do not stay on their jobs. But this will not be necessary if all workers in logging operations,
sawmills, planing mills and plywood plants realize it is their patriotic duty to turn out the products their
country needs. ¶ The soldier in Australia and the sailor on the high seas have tough jobs to do. They won't
let you down by walking off their jobs. Stay on yours and don't let them down." Signed Paul V. McNutt,
Chairman." ¶ From the foregoing, you will see the very urgent need of lumber to win the war, and the
important position each of you is filling and the assistance you are giving to help win the war. ¶ About a
month ago, Bill Berfield told us that up to that time we had lost 340 man day's time so far this year. We lost
in production 170,000 feet of lumber. This means approximately 10 carloads of lumber. This amount of
lumber will build at least 13,000 ammunition boxes for use by our boys at the front. We just don't realize
what it means to our country when we lay off a day or a half for any cause, whether on account of accident
or otherwise.
War - Soldiers & ¶ It is a fact that accidents kill more U.S. workers than bombing raids do in England. The death rates and
RLLC (cont)
injuries among workers is steadily increasing and going up in spite of all that is being done for the
prevention. Last year every 14th person in the United States was killed or disabled through accidents at a
cost of $4 billion. It took mostly men 23-38 years old, men in the prime of their lives. It cost 480 million
man days of labor, time enough translated in war language to produce 23,000 Flying Fortresses. While
automobile deaths this year are decreasing, industrial accidents and deaths are increasing over last year. Our
government realizes this and is seeking to raise $5 million to finance a two year county-wide safety
campaign. ¶ There are three essential points that must be followed by any firm who wishes to carry out
proper accident prevention. They are the three "E's", namely education, enforcement and engineering. ¶
Plain common sense, good housekeeping and use of safeguards, such as goggles, masks, proper guards,
prevent over 50% of all accidents. ¶ Men untrained, unsafe procedure, loose wearing apparel are all
contributing factors.
War - Soldiers & ¶ Let's follow the advice of Fred Braun when he asked us several months ago to make accident prevention
RLLC (cont)
our religion, breathe it, talk it, live it and help your unfortunate fellow employee. By doing this, you will
help your government win the war, help the firm you are working for, help the fellow employee and keep
you and your family happy."
War - Soldiers
NOTICE "As I have to make a trip to Medford at least once a week, I will be glad to have anyone from Rib
Lake who has to go to Medford make the trip over and back with me. Call Millard Kapitz for a share-aride."
Entertainment
LAKES IN COUNTY OPEN FOR CRAPPIE AND PERCH ICE FISHING "John Marcon, Taylor County
Conservation Warden, states that all lakes in the county are open to ice fishing for crappie and perch this
winter. ¶ The season opened with the freezing over of lakes and extends until March 1. ¶ Ice fishing is
permitted from sunrise to sunset. ¶ A person without a license may fish with one line. If he has a license, he
can use no more than two lines. While a one or two sided windbreak is permitted, no buildings or shanties
may be built for fishing purposes. The law does not allow ice fishing from a car. ¶ Last year, only 5 lakes in
the county, Grassy Knoll, Spirit, Birch, Kathryn and Richter were open for ice fishing."
Law & Agriculture LEGAL NOTICE - NOTICE OF SALE "State of Wisconsin, Circuit Court, Taylor County - Federal Farm
& Rusch
Mortgage Corporation, Plaintiff vs. Paul Jentzsch as administrator of the estate of Albert Knop, deceased;
Albert Knop, Jr., his wife; Irma Herman; Alfred Knop, a single man; Patsy Knop; and County Taylor, a
municipal corporation, defendants. ¶ By virtue of a judgment of foreclosure and sale entered in the above
entitled action on July 29, 1941, the undersigned Sheriff of Taylor County will sell at the west front door of
the courthouse in the City of Medford in said county on the 23rd day of January, 1943, at 10:00 in the
forenoon, the real estate and mortgaged premises described by said judgment to be sold, and therein
described as follows: "The South half of the NW 1/4, Section 19, Township 33 North, Range 3 East, Taylor
County, Wisconsin. Terms of sale, cash. Dated Dec. 8, 1942. Signed Charles J. Stellick, Sheriff of Taylor
County, Wisconsin. Louis J. Charles, plaintiff's attorney, Medford, Wisconsin."

This is a notice of the foreclosure sale of my step-grandfather's
farm; Albert Knop, Sr. had died approx. one year earlier. In
2008, the farm is prospering under the stewardship of Jim
Packenham. The farm is one-half mile north of STH 102 on
CTH C.
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War - Soliders

WILLIAM JOHN BANKS "One of Rib Lake's oldest settlers, William John Banks, 78, was called in death About WWI, William Banks ran a livery stable and dray line
last Friday evening after a long illness. ¶ William John Banks was born in Milwaukee on Feb. 15, 1865. He in the Village. A customer could, for example, hire him to
went with his parents to Montaugue, Michigan. In April 1885, he was united in marriage to Jenny Mastafin. haul freight from the depot to a chosen location.
They lived a number of years at Montana and at Norris, Wisconsin. Forty-seven years ago they came to Rib
Lake...For many years Mr. Banks was the proprietor of the livery stable and dray line here, and only about a
year ago the large barn which was headquarters for this business and a landmark in the Village was torn
down. ¶ Mr. and Mrs. Banks had 7 children: the eldest preceded his father in death on Dec. 26, 1935. He was
named William. The others who all survive are Jenny (Mrs. Walter Gums of Rib Lake); Lottie (Mrs. Harris
Halverson of Minneapolis); Clarence of Rib Lake; Miss Estelle Banks of Medford; PFC William Banks of
Muroc; and Joyce (Mrs. Charles Tetiva of Rib Lake). The mother died five years ago in May, 1938.
Deceased is also survived by one sister, Mrs. Fred Lehman; one brother, Fred Banks, and 7 grandchildren."
BEGIN RATIONING OF SHOES FEBRUARY 9 "Because of the wartime demands for leather and
manpower, production of civilian shoes has slowed down, necessitating rationing. The following types of
shoes are covered by Order #17 - shoes made in whole or in part of leather or with rubber soles, including all
ordinary and hard soled moccasins, casual play platform and rubber soled athletic shoes. ¶ The following
shoe is not rationed - waterproof rubber footwear, including rubber Arctics, Lumberman's overs, Gators,
work, storm and dress rubbers, clogs and toe rubbers. Soft and hard soled house and boudoir slippers,
including Skocks, Mules, D'orsays, Romeo's, Operas, soft-soled moccasins, soft-soled infant shoes and
ballet slippers. Note - shoe repairs are not rationed. ¶ Stamp 17 of War Ration Book 1 entitles the consumer
to buy one pair of shoes during the period beginning Feb. 8 and ending June 15, 1943. Other war ration
stamps will be designated later for the purchase of shoes.
¶ Stamp #17 may be used by or for the person to whom issued or may be transferred between members of a
family living in the same household. ¶ A consumer who does not have a valid shoe stamp and who cannot
get a war ration stamp from any other member of his family and who would suffer hardship if unable to buy
a pair of shoes, may apply to his local board for a special shoe stamp or a certificate."
25 BOYS SIGN UP FOR SCOUTING "A reorganization meeting of the local Boy Scouts was held Monday
evening at the Village Hall. 25 boys showed their interest in a revival of scouting in Rib Lake by putting in
their appearance. ¶ The new scoutmaster, Don Thielke, will be assisted by Wayne Bullis, who has consented
to serve as Assistant Scoutmaster. Troop Committee Men are Al Lee, L.L. Arnold and Millard Kapitz. Mr.
Lee and Mr. Arnold were also present at this meeting. ¶ The boys have chosen as their patrol leaders Dan
Mathias, Thomas Johnson, Foster Freiberg and John Synnott. ¶ A quantity of scrap paper was stored in the
scout cabin during the salvage drive and will have to be disposed of before the building can be used as a
regular meeting place for the scouts. ¶ The response to the proposal to reorganize the Boy Scouts here in Rib
Lake has been very gratifying. A number of other men besides those serving on the troop committee had
offered their help. If you have a son who is 12 years of age or older or know one in your neighborhood who
would be interested in scouting, have him see the Scoutmaster, Mr. Thielke."
"Olaf Berg suffered a broken toe while at work at Camp 26 of the RLLC Monday. He was cared for at Dr.
Carsten's office."
AUCTION SALE ON THE MIKE SCHMIDT FARM "Farm is located on north shore of South Harper
Lake. March 4, 1943. Sale starts at 10:00 a.m. Lunch served by Ladies Aid. 34 head high-grade cattle,
guernsey and holstein cattle, 18 milk cows - 8 are fresh now with calf at side, the balance will freshen very
soon. All are good producers and are young cows. A high testing herd. 7 holstein heifers, 1 1/2 year old, 8
calves, one 10 month old bull. All bangs tested. ¶ Farm for rent - inquire at farm or at Mike Schmidt's
tavern."
LIVING CONDITIONS FOR WAR WORKERS "Wage figures from the Bureau of Labor Statistics show
that the average worker in all industries earned in November (latest available figures), $39.78 a week.
Average weekly wages in the most important industries were $46.44 in aircraft, $45.63 in steel, $60.75 in
ship building, $53.18 machine tools and $45.72 in building construction. Trailer camps have gone up near
many industrial plants throughout the country. Workers with 3 or 4 children frequently live in small, oneroom trailers. ¶ These trailers have no modern conveniences, yet are very expensive. Some cost as much as
$1,500 or $1,600...."

In 2008, all of the land where the Mike Schmidt farm was
located is the Max and Elaine Schaufelberger place, W2922
Rustic Road 1. It occupies the S 1/2 - SW 1/4, Section 2,
Town 33 North, Range 2 East. After the Schaufelbergers
bought the farm, it became "Camp Carter." A sixty-foot-high
red pine forest grows on the former Schmidt farm fields.

3/5/1943
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IT TAKES BOTH - 5% VICTORY TAX - 10% WAR BONDS

This is the text of a large cartoon showing a worker holding up
two fists. The 5% victory tax was being imposed on the
incomes of all working Americans. The 10% war bonds was a
goal the government was urging all individuals to meet; that
is, to invest 10% of their wages in war bonds. ¶ I cannot help
but contrast this approach to the Iraq war in 2008 in which the
entire Iraq war has been financed through increased
government debt. ¶ Please note the following article that
appeared in the Herald on April 9, 1943: "YOU CAN'T LET
GEORGE DO IT THIS TIME! "We on the home front face
one of the most personal challenges of this war to date. That
challenge is whether or not we are willing to sacrifice to a
sufficient extent to lend our government $13 billion dollars
within the next few weeks. ¶ To do this job, you and I, and
everyone we know, are going to dig down in our sock- to dig
out some of those dollars we have salted away for a rainy dayas well as to take a good hunk of this month's paycheck."

3/5/1943 (cont)

War - Soliders
(cont)

¶ "This is a job that has to be done. Sure, we on the home front
are feeling the pinch of war. We have gasoline rationing, food
rationing, higher taxes and a lot of other little discomforts. But
they are nothing compared with the agonies faced daily by our
men - men from this community among them - out there on
the fighting fronts of the world. ¶ Yes, we know that this
constant demand for more money out of our pockets and out
of our paychecks - an increasing amount each month - is
monotonous. But so is sitting in a fox hole or lying in a slip
trench day after day, slogging through the hell of a humid
jungle or that of the Sahara sand. ¶ Our sons, friends, brothers,
husbands, and others we know are doing that for us. They are
facing something more terrible than cutting down on a few
things that we once thought were essentials to the American
standard of living in order to do it, too. As Secretary
Morgenthau has said: "shall we be more tender with our
dollars than with the lives of our sons?"

3/5/1943 (cont)

War - Soliders
(cont)

¶ "The Second War Loan is an order to the homefront to go on
a new offensive. Your dollars are weapons in this attack. They
will make possible the passing ammunition to those boys up
there on the front lines. To win this war it's going to cost more
and more money - and more and more lives. But the price of
freedom is high. We cannot; we dare not let our fighting men
down. ¶ You can't let George do this for you. You must pitch
in with your dollars. Just keep in mind those boys in the front
lines. They give their lives - you lend your money! Don't wait
for someone to come around and ask you to do it. Do it today and do it until you feel worthy of them."

3/12/1943

War - Soldiers &
Agriculture

3/12/1943

Obituary

3/12/1943

Law

3/26/1943

NECESSARY FARM WORKERS TO BE GIVEN DEFERRED CLASSIFICATION "Local Board Release Farm workers could be exempted from the draft.
#164A provides that essential farm workers are to be given a deferred classification even though the local
Selective Service Board has not one amen to fill its quotas. Registrants of this type who are desirous of
deferment or others needing their help should contact their county USDA War Board office for assistance in
getting essential farm workers deferred. Any skilled farm hand in the armed forces over 38 years old may be
released from service if he is willing to do essential farm work..."
PETER J. LAMBERTY "Peter J. Lamberty was born in Germany on Sept. 20, 1862, came to this country
when young. After his marriage on Nov. 9, 1892, to Katherine Enders he came to Taylor County and settled
on a farm in the Mud Lake district. He has been a resident in this same community over the past 45 years. A
long industrious life came to a close on March 1, 1943, when Mr. Lamberty passed away at his home after
an illness of 4 years' duration. ¶ Deceased is survived by his wife, Mrs. Katherine Lamberty, and 7 children:
Lambert, Nick and Marie of Milwaukee; Pete and Matt of Ely, Minnesota; Oliver of Whittlesey and Mrs.
Nick Goerres of Chicago. Mrs. Lamberty will now make her home in Chicago with her daughter, Mrs.
Goerres. ¶ Funeral rites were held March 4 at St. John the Baptist Catholic Church, of which deceased was a
member. The solemn high mass was sung at 9:30 a.m., the Rev. E. Gengler officiating, assisted by Rev. John
Kauer and Rev. Schweiterman. Pallbearers were John Kauer, Sr., Joseph F. Kauer, Joseph A. Kauer, Peter
B. Kauer, Anton Kauer and Lawrence Schneider, Jr. The remains were laid to rest in Lakeview Cemetery."
"Clarence Meyer of the Town of Greenwood was placed under arrest Saturday by Game Warden Marcum
when he was caught with a beaver trapped out of season in his possession. He was taken before Justice
Raber at Medford and was assessed a fine of $35 and costs, which he paid. Several traps, snowshoes and ice
chisels in possession of Mr. Meyer were confiscated by the warden."

Obituary & Rusch GUSTAVE ADOLPH RUSCH "The untimely death at the Medford Clinic at 6:30 a.m. Friday, March 19, of
Gustave Adolph Rusch, 37, brought sadness and sorrow to his large circle of friends and relatives here. Mr.
Rusch had been ill only a short time when death came following an emergency operation for ruptured ulcer.
¶ Gustave Adolph Rusch, son of Herman and Ida Rusch, was born Nov. 22, 1905, at Rib Lake. He attended
the Rib Lake schools, grew to manhood here and was baptized and confirmed in the Lutheran Church. He
spent most of his working years in the employ of the RLLC. ¶ On Nov. 27, 1931, he was united in marriage
with Barbara Beck. Three children were born to them, Raymond, Ronald and Barbara Ann. ¶ In addition to
his wife and children, he is survived by a brother, Herman Rusch of Milwaukee; 3 sisters, Anna Bleck of
Rib Lake, Bertha Kurth of Sheboygan, and Hattie Johnson of Cornell; two half brothers, Oscar Rusch of
Phelps, Bob Rusch of Mellen; one half sister, Martha Gilge of Rib Lake; two step-brothers, Al Knop of Rib
Lake, Alfred Knop of the United States Army; and a step-sister, Irma Herman of Jackson, and many nieces
and nephews.
3/26/1943 (cont) Obituary & Rusch ¶ Mr. Rusch was an enthusiastic hunter and fisherman and a lover of his home and children. ¶ Funeral
(cont)
services were held Monday afternoon from the Taylor Funeral Home with the Rev. H.J. Holverson, pastor of
the Methodist Church, officiating, and who preached a beautiful sermon with comforting words to the
bereaved family. Two lovely vocal selections, "Just as I am" and "Beautiful Isle of Somewhere", were sung
by Miss Phyllis Gessert. Burial was made at the Lakeview Cemetery. Pallbearers were Erwin Stelling,
Millard Kapitz, Harry Gustafson, John Freeck, Herman Jacob and Earl Lehman. ¶ Relatives and friends from
out of town who came for the funeral were: Mr. and Mrs. Herman Rusch, Mrs. Walter Kurth, Mr. and Mrs.
Harry Johnson and daughter, Melva, Miss Lucille Bleck, Mrs. Ray Herman, Mr. and Mrs. Bill Bartig, Mr.
Herman Bartig, Mrs. Emma Shaw, Mrs. Francis Knop, Mr. and Mrs. Roy De Meyer, Mrs. Margaret
Schneider, Mrs. Barbara Herber, Mrs. Andrew Noll, Mrs. Louis Herbert, Mr. and Mrs. Erwin Leiderman,
Mr. and Mrs. Hilbert Jacob, Mr. Fred Weinzinger, and Corporal and Mrs. Hugo Gilge, the latter coming
from Camp Hood, Texas."
4/2/1943
Railroads DRIVER KILLED AS TRUCK CRASHES SOO LINE ENGINE - ENGINEER AND FIREMAN ESCAPE
Wisconsin Central BURNING CAB "A serious railroad accident which resulted in the death of one man and the narrow escape
of several others occurred about 9:30 a.m. Thursday morning at the Soo Line crossing on Highway 13 out of
Chelsea where one of the big semi trucks of the Kriplean Brothers of Colby coming from Park Falls with a
load of lumber crashed into the side of the Soo Line engine which was heading toward Rib Lake with a load
of logs. ¶ Both the engine and truck caught fire. The driver of the truck, Pete Nitzel of Colby, was instantly
killed and his body was crushed and burned almost beyond recognition. Witnesses said the truck was
coming fast and the driver probably never knew what hit him. The south rail of the tracks was torn out and
the engine went into the ditch on the south side of the tracks. Both the engineer, Joe Bonny of Ashland, and
the fireman, W.F. McBeth of Ashland, made their way to safety without injury.

Gus Rusch was employed as a lumber piler for the RLLC. On
the day of his death, he went to work as usual. The work
involved hitching a horse to a small railroad car loaded with
wood. Gus led the horse pulling the loaded railroad to the
large dry yard. He was working alone when Alfred Thums
heard him crying for help. His appendix had either burst or
was at the verge of bursting. At the time of his death, but for
the appendix, he was in outstanding physical condition.

His widow, Barbara, later remarried Elmer Radtke. Barbara's
tombstone is located in the Lakeview Cemetery and is unique:
her first husband was buried on one side of her and her second
husband on the other side.

Robert Damm of Stetsonville just gave me photographs of this
accident scene. To view the photos, consult the CDs of Rib
Lake History: Documents and Photos.

4/2/1943 (cont)

4/2/1943

4/2/1943
4/2/1943

4/2/1943

4/2/1943

4/9/1943

4/9/1943

Railroads ¶ The train wrecker was called out from Stevens Point to get the engine and one car of the logs back onto the
Wisconsin Central track. An extra engine came down from Prentice to help clear the tracks so that traffic on the highway,
(cont)
which was held up for several hours, could be resumed. ¶ The truck driver was a married man with a family
of several children. Acquaintances stated that he had resigned his job as a driver and was going onto a farm.
This was to be his last week in the employ of the Kriplean Brothers."
Agriculture
REQUEST THAT IDLE ACRES BE PUT INTO PRODUCTION "The Taylor County USDA War Board
requests all farmers and Triple A Committee Men in particular to locate any idle farms or crop land and on
their own initiative see that these acres are either kept or put into production again. If anyone has knowledge
of any farm acreage that will in all probability lie idle in 1943 and are unable to get it into production this
year by their own efforts, please notify the county USDA Farm Board office which will endeavor to make
arrangements for the continued use of these idle acres. Secretary of Agriculture Claude R. Wickard has
requested this so that every available acre of crop land in the county will be in production in 1943. It is not
anticipated that this land be plowed up but if there is a hay crop on it, it should be harvested and harvested at
the right time. Hay, you know, is one of our war crops and it is important that every bit of it be harvested
and preserved."
People & Rusch "Elmer Taylor recently purchased the Knop farm in the Town of Rib Lake. Albert Knop will continue to
live on the place. Mr. Taylor plans to put in some crops there and also keep some stock."
War - Soldiers & "Hubert Gerstberger arrived home from Camp Barkley, Texas, last Monday. Mr. Gerstberger was given an
Agriculture
honorable discharge from the army as he is a farmer and is in the over military age group. He made a
pleasant call at the Herald office, thanking us for sending him the Herald while in the service and ordered his
name put on our list as a regular subscriber."
War - Soliders
NOTICE "There will be a meeting of all Civil Defense Block Leaders at the Village Hall next Monday
In Milwaukee during WWII the Civil Defense Block Leaders
evening at 7:00."
were issued gas masks and white metal helmets. They
patrolled the blocks ordering their neighbors to turn off lights
or pull down shades to maintain periodic blackouts. The fears
included the arrival of enemy bombers.
War - Soldiers

AMBROSE THUMS COMPLETES SIX MONTHS OF DESERT MANEUVERS "Camp Cooke,
Sgt. Thums was later killed in combat.
California. Hello Les. ¶ I was just thinking it was about time that I wrote you a few lines thanking you for
sending me the Herald. I always look forward to getting the home town news. It makes a fellow feel as
though he was back home when reading it. ¶ We just got off the desert. We've been maneuvering almost six
months and lived all that time out in the fresh air. It's going to be hard living in a camp again. When we were
out in the desert we wouldn't think anything of going two or three days without anything to eat. It made me
think of back home. When Mom would be a half hour late with the dinner and I would think it was a long
wait. Those were the days, but it looks like it will be some time before we have good old days back again. ¶
When we were out there on the desert I would often think about good old Rib Lake and how cold it was up
there. Out here we almost burn. If we could only exchange a little of this desert for some of that cold, we
would all be happier. ¶ Say, Les, I believe I will have to sign off and head in. So long and wish everyone
good luck for me. Your friend, S/Sgt. Ambrose C. Thums."
Hunting &
LARGE BUCK DEER FOUND DYING FROM STARVATION "A large buck deer was found in a starving
Environment
condition last Sunday by three local men, Ed Martin, Herman Monske and William Bokath, as they were
traveling along on a gas car about 7 miles from town on a [RLLC] track towards the camp. This deer was a
large one, judging by the size of its frame. There was practically no meat on its bones at all and its teeth
were in very bad condition. The men loaded it onto the gas car and brought it into town, taking it to the
RLLC barn where they thought its life might be saved by proper feeding. At first the animal seemed to take
nourishment fairly well but on Monday afternoon it died. ¶ This is just one more case of the disaster results
of the hard winter and the heavy snows on the deer population of this part of the state. From all reports, it is
the older deer and the very young ones that have suffered most."
Politics & Rib Lake E.L. LAMONT REELECTED CHAIRMAN BY BIG MARGIN "In the Town of Rib Lake, E.L. Lamont
- Town
pulled 122 votes for the office of Chairman of Supervisors at the election Tuesday. Frank Knorn was second
with 61. The third candidate, Earl Wightman, came in last with 44 votes. ¶ Both supervisors were reelected,
Joe Probst, Jr. receiving 161 votes and Adolph Vlach 144. The other candidate for supervisor, George
Buksa, pulled 98. ¶ Joseph A. Kauer received 216 votes for clerk, having no opposition. ¶ For treasurer the
present incumbent, Joseph Kauer, Sr., received 149 votes defeating his opponent, Alfred M. Carlson, who
pulled 77 votes. ¶ There was no name on the ballot as candidate for assessor but Clarence Grow's name was
written in on 79 ballots and the name of Anton Kauer on 46 ballots."

4/16/1943

Physicians &
Obituary

DEATH CALLS DR. G.L. BAKER AFTER A LONG ILLNESS "On Sunday, April 11, 1943, death called
Dr. Glen L. Baker after an illness from a heart ailment which lasted since 1938. The doctor was a patient at
St. Joseph's Hospital for a week previous to his death. ¶ Glen Llewllyn Baker was born at Wood Lake,
Minnesota in 1885, the son of Emma and Robert Baker. He grew to manhood there, and was graduated from
the high school at Granite Falls. He was also a graduate of Hamline University at St. Paul, Minnesota and
the medical college at Northwestern University in Chicago. ¶ Dr. Baker was united in marriage in 1914 to
Bessie Nichols of Austin, Minnesota. To this union was born one daughter, Muriel. ¶ The Bakers came to
Rib Lake in 1922 when they purchased the doctor's property from Dr. G.C. Weichman. The doctor served
this community from that time until his illness necessitated his retirement in 1940. Twenty years of
practicing as a country doctor and a friend to all has made his memory a dear one in the hearts of thousands
of people of this community with whom he came in contact over the years...
4/16/1943 (cont)
Physicians &
The remains were moved to Waltham, Minnesota, to be laid to rest in the family burial plot. Out of respect
Obituary (cont) to the memory of Dr. Baker, business places in the Village closed during the hour of the funeral services."
4/16/1943
Environment & NURSERY STOCK NOW AVAILABLE TO PUBLIC "Due to the rather sudden loss of the emergency
Agriculture & CCC labor programs such as CCC and WPA, a large amount of nursery stock, raised for planting on national
forest land, is available without charge to farmers, other individuals, public agencies and organizations for
planting on farms and forest lands. ¶ At the Hayward Nursery, which is located one mile south of Hayward,
the following stock is available: 2 year old jack pine, 3 and 4 year old white spruce, and 3 year old white
pine. ¶ At the Butternut Nursery, which is located about 16 miles west of Butternut, the following stock is
available, 3 year old Norway pine and 3 year old black spruce. ¶ Stock will be available and should be
obtained between April 26 and May 15. Due to the lack of labor and funds, this stock must be dug and
packed by the individuals obtaining same. Due to the gas and tire emergency, orders should be pooled
except for those living close to the nurseries.
4/16/1943 (cont) Environment & ¶ ...Some spruce and Norway pine may be available next year but no jack pine. Parties needing planting
Agriculture & CCC stock should plan to obtain same this spring. As soon as the present stock is disposed of, there will be no
(cont)
more available from federal nurseries. The purpose of giving this stock away and making it available at a
nominal rate is to prevent it being destroyed as it cannot be kept in the nurseries any longer due to its large
size."
4/16/1943
Rib Lake Fish & WARDEN MARCON GIVES TALK AT SPORTSMAN'S MEETING "The Rib Lake Fish & Game
Game Assoc.
Association held its regular business meeting at the Lakeside on Monday evening. A large percentage of the
members of the organization were present and enjoyed an especially fine meeting. ¶ Warden John Marcon of
Medford was present and gave a fine talk on the deer problem. He also informed the club that 592 legal size
trout had been planted in Wood Creek on Thursday of last week and that 1030 trout measuring from 6-10"
were expected to arrive soon and would be planted in the streams of the county. ¶ To add to the enjoyment
of those present at the meeting a travel picture was shown and a lunch served."
4/23/1943
Businesses
"The building known as the Hess garage located just south of the Lake Theatre has recently been purchased
by Alois Golob who has been making his home near Spirit Lake. Mr. Golob will open a fender welding and
repair business."
4/23/1943
Physicians
"Dr. and Mrs. Carstens returned on the Hiawatha from Chicago Wednesday evening, where the doctor had a
physical checkup. He advises us that he will have office hours on Wednesday and Saturday only from 9:00
a.m. to 9:00 p.m. until further notice."

4/23/1943

Library

4/23/1943

RLLC

In 2008, the site of the Hess garage is Gerstberger Rib Lake
Florist, 835 McComb Ave.

Note bene: A 12-hour work day. The reference to the
Hiawatha is to a Milwaukee Road passenger train. The
Milwaukee Road operated several, including the Northwoods
Hiawatha that ran between Milwaukee to Merrill, then to
Tomahawk and ending at Minocqua.

"Mrs. H. Nebeker has resigned as libarian of the Rib Lake Library. Mrs. Wesley Schmidt has been appointed
to fill the vacancy."
"Bud Tielke has resigned as clerk at the Company Store to take up his new duties as driver of one of the new The RLLC operated a food and department store. It faced
GMC Diesel trucks for the RLLC."
McComb Ave. and stood where, in 2008, Greg and Cindy
Hanke's C&G Mini-Mart, 910 STH 102, stands. The store
closed with the mill in 1948.

4/30/1943

Westboro & Fire

4/30/1943

Post Office

4/30/1943

War - Soldiers

4/30/1943 (cont)

War - Soldiers
(cont)

4/30/1943

J.J. Kennedy &
family

5/7/1943

5/7/1943 (cont)

FIRE DESTROYS VENEER PLANT AT WESTBORO "Fire again struck in Westboro last Friday
At that time, Westboro had no fire department.
afternoon and the veneer plant owned and operated by I.P. Kiger was destroyed. ¶ Mr. Kiger had obtained
permission to burn grass at the rear of the plant. The boys were busy at the back of the lot watching the grass
fire when three small girls discovered a little blaze at the side of the mill. They tried to stamp out the fire but
were unsuccessful. The wind was blowing from the west towards the building and a spark must have blown
from this little blaze into a dust spout and caught and exploded, causing fire all over and through the mill,
which was completely destroyed. ¶ The loss of this mill was a severe blow to the Village of Westboro as it
employed a number of men throughout the year. It was also a great loss to Mr. Kiger as he had been unable
to get any insurance on the plant due to the lack of fire protection in the Village. Mr. Kiger stated that he
estimated his loss in the neighborhood of $6,000. He also stated that he did not know how the small fire near
the mill could have started."
RECEIVED OFFICIAL APPOINTMENT AS POSTMASTER "R.J. Voemastek, who has been acting
Postmaster since the retirement of his father, J.J. Voemastek, has received an official appointment of the
post of Postmaster for the Village of Rib Lake as of April 17, 1943."
FRIDAY IS LAST DAY IN HUGE BOND DRIVE "As a second war loan drive for $13 billion dollars
draws to a close we find that Taylor County is still short of its goal of $300,000. But there is still time for
that amount to be made up as the last line is not until midnight Friday, April 30. ¶ The drive in Rib Lake has
gone very well. The Chairman, Millard Kapitz, stated that the solicitors had done a fine job, giving their
time and energy with no compensation whatever, other than the satisfaction of giving valuable help in this
all-out war effort. The solicitors themselves have considered it a privilege to be able to serve their country in
this way. ¶ If there are persons who have signed pledges to buy bonds in this campaign and have not yet
done so, let us urge you to do this by Friday night. If you did not make a pledge or for some reason were not
reached by one of the solicitors, it is your privilege and duty to come forward and buy your bonds and carry
your share of this load, which is required of every true American. Even if you have bought, maybe you
could squeeze in an extra one.
¶ As soon as the complete count is made this paper will publish a list of all those who bought bonds during
the month of April. This is mainly so that the boys and girls from the home town who are serving in the
armed forces and scattered over the world can see just who it is that is carrying the load at home. They will
be looking for your name. Don't disappoint them."
"Mr. and Mrs. Harold Kennedy left Monday for Frontier, Saskatchewan, Canada, where they will spend the These Kennedys lived in Rib Lake. Harold was a son of
summer, raising a wheat crop on their land there."
Hugh, a brother of John J. Kennedy, "Founder of Rib Lake."

Rib Lake Herald & FOREST FIRE PREVENTION EDITION - A GROWING FOREST IS A THING OF BEAUTY Forests/Wood & PROTECT OUR FORESTS FROM FIRE - GUARDING OUR FORESTS IS A DUTY OF EVERYONE By
Fire
John Borgenhagen, District Forest Ranger, District 6, Northern Area "This forest fire prevention edition of
the Rib Lake Herald stands as a symbol of fire prevention that the people of Taylor County have
accomplished. ¶ To the Editor of the Rib Lake Herald and his staff and to those who have contributed to the
success of this edition, or personnel of the Conservation Department and the Federal Forest Service, we wish
to express our thanks. ¶ IS UNDER FOREST PROTECTION ¶ All of Taylor County, outside of
incorporated villages and cities, with a total acreage of approx. 631,188 acres, is under some form of forest
protection. The north central and eastern part of the county are under intensive protection, with a total
acreage of 284,694 acres within the boundaries of District 6, with headquarters at Park Falls and a ranger
substation at Prentice. Of this acreage, there are 171,833 acres within the boundaries of the Chequamegon
National Forest with supervisor's office at Park Falls, a ranger station at Medford, a guard station at Foss
Lake, within the forest. The balance of the county, consists of 346,496 acres within the area
Rib Lake Herald & under cooperative protection, with a ranger in charge, working in connection with the various chairmen of
Forests/Wood & the town. ¶ LOOK OUT TOWERS ¶ Within this area there are 4 look out towers, one of them constructed
Fire (cont)
and manned by the Conservation Department and the other three of them constructed and manned by the
Federal Forest Service. In addition to these towers, there are also a number of look out towers in other
districts that look into this area. All of these towers are connected by a network of telephone wire for
communication. These lines are all the property of the Conservation Department or the Federal Forest
Service. In addition to this, for communication, ultra-high frequency, two-way radio sets are used to keep in
touch with the personnel in the field. On days of high fire hazard and when fighting forest fires, it is possible
to carry these sets in on the fire line and use them to keep in contact with a tower man who relays the
information to the ranger station. All radio operators take a written examination and, if successful, are issued
third class radio operator licenses by the Federal Communication Commission.

It is too bad that copies of the Rib Lake Herald from the years
1930-1938 do not exist. During that period of time Taylor
County experienced a severe drought. There was at least one
massive fire that burned in the western part of Lincoln County,
roughly from CTH A southward to STH 64.

5/7/1943 (cont)

5/7/1943 (cont)
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5/7/1943

Rib Lake Herald & ¶ EYES OF FOREST PROTECTION ¶ All towers are manned when fire weather exists. Usually this is from
Forests/Wood & the first part of April until late October or early November. The personnel who are in the towers are the eyes
Fire (cont)
of the forest protection division of the Conservation Department; his qualifications must include
faithfulness, constant vigilance, good judgment, knowledge of the country adjacent to the towers and a
willingness to accept orders. ¶ During the fire season of 1942, towers in District 9 in the area under the
jurisdiction of the Conservation Department sighted numerous smokes of various sources. 73 of these were
reportable fires that required suppression action. Of this number, 23 were caused by land clearing, 17 by
smokers, and the balance from other causes. All of these were from carelessness of one form or the other as
none were caused by lightning, which is the only cause over which the public has no control. When a check
is made of a land clearing fire, the average reply we receive on inquiry as to what happened is "I thought it
was out" or "there has been no smoke where I burned for a week, someone has reset it." These sayings
cannot keep the woods from burning. In addition to
Rib Lake Herald & being more careful with land burning, if all of us would make sure that all matches, campfires, cigarettes or
Forests/Wood & cigar stubs were out, there would be little cause for the burning of our woodlands. ¶ The tracts of timber,
Fire (cont)
both large and small, are a source of revenue for landowners, of which there are many in Taylor County.
Last year there were a great number of timber cutting operators in the county. These are in addition to the
lands owned by the county, State of Wisconsin, and the United States of America. The timber lands are a
place of rest and relaxation, good hunting and fishing grounds and form a protection water shed for forest
protection. ¶ Everyone in northern Wisconsin should work towards the end to prevent forest fires, as a large
percentage of the population are dependent upon a continued supply of forest products for their income and
future prosperity of the community."
Forests/Wood & OBSERVATION TOWER [The Herald printed a photograph here of a fire observation tower atop a hill.]
I believe all four towers exist in 2008, although the amount of
Fire
"Fire observation towers similar to the one pictured above are located at 4 different points in Taylor County: time they are manned has been reduced, in part, because of the
the Perkinstown tower, Jump River tower, the Rindt tower and the Rib River tower located in the Town of
use of aircraft.
Greenwood. These towers are manned when conditions warrant, such as during extremely hot and dry
weather. They afford means of spotting a fire in any location in the surrounding area."
War - Soldiers & VILLAGE OF RIB LAKE 228% OVER THE TOP IN BOND DRIVE "Results in the Second War Loan
Rib Lake - Village drive in Taylor County were very gratifying to the committee as well as the general public. ¶ The Village of
Rib Lake with its usual generosity to a worthy appeal did itself proud in this drive. We went over the top and
then some. The people of this village subscribed a total amount of $34,854.15, which is 2285 of the quota
alotted to us. This is the largest percentage in the county. ¶ The county as a whole went over $324,418.72,
108% of its quota."
RLLC & Rib Lake CHARLES DODGE RESIGNS AS VILLAGE MARSHAL "Charles Dodge has resigned as Village Marshal Can anyone advise what is meant by the term "man spotter"? I
- Village & Law of the Village of Rib Lake to accept a position as Man Spotter for the RLLC. ¶ The Village Board has hired surmise the job was to recruit new employees for the RLLC.
Wessly Stiel to replace Mr. Dodge as Marshal and in addition will take charge of the maintenance work. Mr.
Stiel has been employed at Sturgeon Bay for several months and arrived Sunday to take up his new duties in
the Village."
RLLC
DON'T BURN OUR FORESTS [under the headline the Herald printed a photograph of a forest fire] "Are
you interested in keeping the lumber industry in northern Wisconsin going? Your welfare and ours depend
upon the success or failure of the citizens to stop the dreaded scourge of the forest fires. ¶ In order to
produce the best lumber, it is necessary to get the best timber. This can only be achieved by continual
vigilance in protecting our vital forest products. ¶ Chaperone your cigarette...don't let it go out alone! RLLC,
Rib Lake, Wis"
Rib Lake Wood WHY THIS COMPANY ADVOCATES PROTECTION AGAINST FIRES LIKE THIS [the Herald then
This is the text of a 10 x 14 ad in the Herald.
Products Co. & Fire produced a photograph of a forest fire] "Each year we buy many thousand cords of poplar bolts for our Rib
& Forests/Wood Lake and Phillips mills. These must all be cut from green, sound timber, because dry or fire-starved pulp is
not suitable for our purpose. ¶ Our product is all sold to out-of-state concerns, which means that an income
of thousands of dollars is brought into this area from outside the state to the farmers and loggers who cut this
pulp, truckers and company employees each year. Forest fires do not produce stock piles. ¶ It is for these
reasons that we urge protection against forest fires, in order that the people of this area may continue to
benefit from the sale of this pulpwood. Prevent forest fires, it pays! Wisconsin Wood Products Company,
Mills at Rib Lake and Phillips, Wisconsin."

5/14/1943

5/21/1943

5/28/1943

6/4/1943

6/4/1943

Clubs/Orders & Rib LARGE QUANTITIES OF FISH FRY PLANTED IN LOCAL WATERS "The Rib Lake Fish & Game
Lake Fish & Game Association met at the Lakeside Monday evening. ¶ During the business session the club voted to go on
Assoc.
record as favoring a one deer hunting season for 1943 instead of the one buck season of the past. ¶ Game
Warden Marcon of Medford was present and reported on the fish fry which had been planted in local waters
this spring. His figures showed the plantings are as follows: 25,000 walleyed pike fry and 500 pike
fingerlings in North Harper Lake, 500 bass in South Harper, 20,000 northern pike in Chelsea Lake, 24,000
northern pike divided between Richter Lake, Spruce Lake and Anderson Lake, 600 trout in Wood Creek,
1400 trout in Fisher Creek, 1200 trout in Mink Creek, 6,000 German brown trout in Sheep Ranch Creek and
60,000 muskie fry in Spirit Lake. Quite a number of legal size trout will be received for planting in Wood
Creek. This restocking of the nearby lakes and streams should generate future fishing for the sportsmen of
this area."
Schools
HIGH SCHOOL OF 37 TO BE GRADUATED; COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES MAY 26 "A class of 37
will be graduated this year. Members of this class of 1943 are Harvey D. Bokath, Lydia J. Cutts, Jeanette E.
Dews; BerDena Dietzler, Donald R. Dums, Regina M. Dums, Mae A. Dunkel, Peter Eckoff, Elmer Fenzau,
Vera L. Fishbeck, Robert D. Frisbie, Myrtle E. Freiboth, Alvin J. Fuchs, Eleanor J. Gacek, Walter Gojmerac,
Ethel R. Greening, Ruth E. Halverson, Calvin R. Hein, Vernon Herrem, Maureen M. Hoffman, Francis J.
Hohl, Keith E. Jacob, Phillip E. Johnson, Alyce J. Kettleson, Charles P. Nelson, Anita A. Neumann, Sophie
R. Olecheck, Geraldine F. Olson, Archie Pendergast, Gehrman A. Radtke, Bernice F. Schneider, Raymond
A. Schreiner, Marcella G. Swanson, Henry Warner, Carl Winkler, Clara M. Wudi, Regina K. Wudi."
War - Soldiers & WOOD WORKERS WANTED "We need piece makers, shackers and skidders in our Minnesota jack pine The Tomahawk, Wisconsin, paper/kraft mill supplemented its
Forests/Wood & operations. Good wages, good timber. Write either to Ely, Minnesota, or to Tomahawk, Wisconsin, for free pulp supply from northern Minnesota.
Businesses
transportation. This is an essential industry. Do not apply if now engaged in an essential industry unless you
are able to furnish relief. Tomahawk Kraft Paper Company, Tomahawk, Wis."
Law & Businesses 10 MILLS READY TO PROCESS HEMP "More than 32,000 acres of hemp, 4 times last year's total, are
& Agriculture
being planted in Wisconsin this year, with at least 3400 Badger farmers growing the crop, according to
Andrew Wright, Agronomist at the University of Wisconsin. ¶ 10 mills will be in operation to process the
crop, Wright reports. 6 are new, built and owned by the government under its intensified wartime hemp
program. ¶ Mills were operated last year at Beaver Dam, Brandon, Markesan and Juneau. The newer plants
are located at Cuba City, Darien, DeForest, Ripon, Union Grove and Hartford. ¶ Most of the 1943
Wisconsin hemp was in the ground by May 20, Wright reports. Hemp is grown under direct contract with
the government and the farmers handle planting, harvesting, ratting, binding and delivery to the mill. The
government arranges for the special harvesting machinery which hemp requires."
People & Rusch KNOP-CLENDENNING "On May 22 at 3:00 in the afternoon, Miss Francis Knop, daughter of Mrs. Bertha
Knop of Rib Lake, and Charles P. Clendenning, son of Mr. and Mrs. Archie Clendenning, also of Rib Lake,
were united in marriage in a simple ceremony at the parsonage of a Lutheran Church in Chicago, the pastor
of the church performing the ceremony. ¶ The bride was dressed in a becoming street suit with a corsage of
orchids. ¶ The attendants were Mr. and Mrs. O. Knop, the former a brother of the bride. ¶ Both of these
young people are well known in Rib Lake, both are graduates of the local high school. The bride has been
employed for some time by the Western Electric Company, a defense plant in Chicago. The groom enlisted
in the Army-Air Force November 8, 1940, and was seriously wounded in the Japanese attack on Pearl
Harbor, Hawaii. He was later given a medical discharge from the service. He is now employed as a guard at
a Chicago defense plant and the young couple are making their home in that city."

Hemp is marijuana. It contained THC, the possession of
which is now forbidden by the criminal law in the State of
Wisconsin. Ironically, the government was encouraging
farmers to plant and raise the hemp plants; it was used to make
rope and binder twine.

6/11/1943

Law & War Soldiers

REDUCTION IN PRICE OF BUTTER EFFECTIVE JUNE 10. "A reduction of 5-6 cents a pound in the
retail price of butter went into effect June 10. The OPA [Office of Price Administration] intends to effect the
rollback with the minimum of financial loss to the dairy industry, from the farm through the retailer. With
the subsidy paid to them by the government, buyers of butter fat will get as much for their butter as before,
and will be expected to continue to pay going prices to the farmer. "Butter shall include butter manufactured
by a farmer from milk produced on his farm," according to an amendment to maximum price regulation
#289 under which maximum prices were established for creamery butter."

During WWII the federal government attempted to regulate
the prices for a variety of products and wages. The same
edition of the Herald reported: "On June 10, the price of one
of the Badger State's principal foods products will be cut when
the butter ceiling drops 10% at retail without reduction of the
price or profit margin received by producers and handlers.
Through a subsidy to be paid to creameries by the [federal]
Government, farmers will continue to receive the same price
for their milk as before, and deeders will collect their usual
profit, but consumers will pay either 5 or 6 cents less per
pound for their butter." The effectiveness of federal
government efforts to control prices was a mixed bag,
however. For example, the May 21, 1943 edition of the Herald
reported: "BLACK MARKET IN MEAT CUTTING
PRODUCTION "Black markets in meat are threatening to
undermine a lot of the production that it was hoped would add
to our supply of foods, fibers and chemical biproducts...
instead of increasing production, the black market is actually
cutting down production..."

6/11/1943

War - Soldiers

"Miss Ann Frombach left Monday to return to her duties in the WAVES after a weekend visit to the home of
her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Joe Frombach, Sr., and other relatives. Miss Frombach has been advanced to the
rank of pharmacist mate third class. She has been stationed at Great Lakes, Illinois but will now go to the
naval hospital at Farragat, Idaho for a course in neuropsychiatry clerical technique."

6/18/1943

War - Soldiers

PURPLE HEART AWARDED POSTHUMOUSLY TO LEE I. CLENDENNING "Mr. and Mrs. Archie
Rib Lake's American Legion Post is named, in part, for Lee I.
Clendenning were notified recently that the Purple Heart Medal has been awarded posthumously to their
Clendenning.
son, Lee I. Clendenning, who was killed at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. Following is the letter received from
Henry L. Stimson, Secretary of War. Washington, June 2, 1942 "My Dear Mr. Clendenning: ¶ The President
has requested me to inform you that the Purple Heart has been awarded posthumously to your son, Private
First Class Lee I. Clendenning, Air Corps, who sacrificed his life in defense of his country. ¶ The medal,
which you will receive shortly, is of slight intrinsic value, but rich with the tradition for which Americans
are so gallantly giving their lives. The Father of our country, whose profile and coat of arms adorn the
medal, speaks from it across the centuries to the men who fight today for the proud freedom he founded.

6/18/1943 (cont)

War - Soldiers
(cont)

6/18/1943

War - Soldiers &
Politics

¶ Nothing the War Department can do or say will in any sense repair the loss of your loved one. He is gone,
however, in honor and in the goodly company of patriots. Let me, in communicating to you the country's
deep sympathy, also express to you its gratitude for his valor and devotion. ¶ Please believe me, sincerely
yours, Henry L. Stimson, Secretary of War."
"Approx. 90% of the eating and drinking establishments in Wisconsin have complied with the Office of
Price Administration requirements for filing of their menus or price lists which were in use during the week
of April 4-10. The remaining 10% are being rounded up, OPA officials report. They requested, at the same
time, that every restaurant establish a "victory meal" special on their menus, to be priced not higher than the
"leader" or business-builder meal offered by the establishment the last year."

6/18/1943

War - Soldiers &
Agriculture

"The U.S. Department of Agriculture War Boards in all counties of Wisconsin now are prepared to assist
During WWII everyone was encouraged to have a "victory"
farmers in procuring certain kinds of farm supplies. Rules have been relaxed by WPB to aid in increasing
garden.
food production. For supplies costing more than $25, a certificate must be approved for the farmer by the
county war board. For purchases of less than $25, the farmer merely needs to give his dealer a signed
statement saying: "I certify to the War Production Board that I am a farmer and that supplies covered by this
order are needed now and will be used for the operation of a farm." The classification of a "farmer" does not
include a person who has only a victory garden or raises products entirely for his own use."

6/18/1943

6/18/1943
6/18/1943

6/18/1943

6/18/1943

People & Rib Lake ADOLPH VLACH ELECTED PRESIDENT OF RIB LAKE FISH & GAME ASSOCIATION "The Rib
Fish & Game
Lake Fish & Game Association met at the Lakeside on Monday evening. The annual election of officers for
Assoc.
the organization was held with the following results: President Adolph Vlach; Vice President Mike Schmidt;
Secretary Elmer Radtke; and Treasurer A.L. Koehler. ¶ A representative of the State Conservation
Department was present at the meeting and showed moving pictures of the findings of the Citizen's Deer
Committee during its survey last winter. This picture showed that many deer which this committee found
that were dead or in such critical condition from starvation that they soon die...."
RLLC & Roads "The RLLC is building a garage on the north side of the machine shop to house their two new semi trucks."
War - Soliders & ALL BUT 4 EMPLOYEES PARTICIPATE IN MILL PAY-ROLL SAVINGS PLAN "The War Savings
RLLC
Staff of Taylor County received a report from the State Administrator of the War Savings Staff on the
payroll savings of employees of the RLLC. The RLLC is the only employer in Taylor County with a payroll
savings plan of 10% or over in operation. ¶ The report states that during the month of April, the RLLC
employed 200 persons. Of the number of 200 employes, 196 participated in the payroll savings plan. Only 4
of the employees did not participate. ¶ The total payroll of the company during the month of April was
approximately $25,000. The amount deducted from the payroll under the savings plan during the month was
$5,091.11. The issue of bonds of employees, however, exceeded that number. The amount of bonds issued
to the employees of the Rib Lake company was $6,925.00."
Clubs/Orders & "The Ladies Auxiliary of Lehman Post 274 of American Legion, mailed out 35 pounds of homemade
War - Soldiers
cookies and a check for $8.50 to the U.S.O. center at Milwaukee last week. The ladies wish to thank each
and everyone for their generous contributions for the purpose."
Church - Catholic - "The Christian Mother's Confraternity of St. John's Catholic Church held its June meeting last Friday
St. John the Baptist afternoon at the church hall after benediction at the church. Hostesses had refreshments by Mrs. George
& Clubs/Orders Hoffmann, Mrs. Frank Martin, Mrs. William Bullis and Mrs. Henry Niggemann."

6/25/1943

Church - Lutheran St. John's & Church
- Lutheran - St.
Peter's

7/2/1943

War - Soliders

7/2/1943 (cont)

War - Soliders
(cont)
Clubs/Orders

7/2/1943

7/2/1943

People & War Soldiers

CONFIRMATION SERVICES ON SUNDAY, JUNE 27 AT LUTHERAN CHURCHES "At St. John's
Lutheran Church in Rib Lake 14 children will be received as communicant members by the rite of
confirmation on June 27. The Confirmation service begins at 9:00 a.m. The following children make up the
class: Donald Hoffmann, Allen Hanke, Leroy Radtke, Arthur Graumann, Wayne Olson, Leroy Greening,
Ewold Graumann, Faye Audrey Kelnhofer, Donna Mae Schulz, Emily Boulder, Adeline Wiegel, Alice
Hengst, Ileen Storm and Phyllis Hein. ¶ At St. Peter's Lutheran, Town of Greenwood, 13 children will renew
their baptismal vow. The Confirmation service at this church begins at 10:45. The names of the 13 children
are as follows: Vernon Peche, Kenneth Dunkel, Helen Steinman, Hazel Steen, Bernadine Scheithauer, Marie
Jepsen, Clifford Jarchow, Dale Huebner, Arnold Jensen, Marvin Peche, Eric Motte, Kenneth Sluis, Lloyd
Wagner. ¶ The Rev. O.E. Hoffmann, pastor of the two congregations, will have charge of the services."
STAFF SERGEANT WESLEY GROW AWARDED DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS "S/Sergeant
Wesley Grow arrived home Monday to spend a 21 day furlough and to rest up after the harrowing
experience of close combat with the Japanese air units in the South Pacific. ¶ Wesley tells us that he "got
his" the day before the big Battle of the Bismarck Sea. The big bomber in which he was top tourette machine
gunner was sent out on a mission involving the Jap convoy which was forming and which later was knocked
out in the Battle of the Bismarck Sea. The bomber had accomplished its mission and was on the return flight
when it was attacked by a number of Jap fighter planes, and in the ensuing battle 6 of the zeros were shot
down in flames. But during the flight Wes suffered several machine gun bullet wounds which sent him to the
hospital. He says that he was out of the big battle which occurred the next day as far as actual combat was
concerned but that when his buddies returned from each bombing trip they reported to the hospital to keep
him informed about how the big battle was progressing.
¶ As a result of his part in the engagement Wesley was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross, a decoration
which signifies that his commanding officer recognizes his bravery and heroism under fire..."
"The Wesleyan Guild of the Methodist Church met at the home of Mrs. Vincent Myrick Monday evening.
As part of the program, Mrs. H.J. Holverson gave a very fine review of the book "The Road" by Lloyd
Douglas."
"Alfred Thums drove to Wausau Friday evening to meet his brother, Private George Thums, who is arriving
from Camp Hulen, Texas, to spend a furlough at the home of his parents, Mr. and Mrs. George Thums, Sr.
However, when George arrived home he found a telegram waiting for him, stating that all leaves in his outfit
had been cancelled and he was to return to camp at once. He left for the return trip Saturday."

7/9/1943

WITH SENATOR ALEXANDER WILEY IN WASHINGTON-LUMBER SITUATION CRITICAL
"Thoughout the past year, the lumber industry has been confronted with a maze of conflicting Washington
policies. ¶ The recent report of the House Small Business Subcommittee indicates the lumber output for
1943 will be short approx. 6 billion board feet. WBA estimated the shortage would be about 3 1/2 billion
board feet. ¶ At any rate, a critical lumber shortage appears inevitable. That shortage will be reflected in all
industries because lumber is a war commodity. The implements of war cannot be moved without being
crated and many items of war, such as pontoons, gliders, PT boats, tugs, floating dry docks, etc., are
constructed almost entirely of wood. ¶ Industries require large amounts of lumber and a 10-20% shortage
would be extremely serious. ¶ Apparently Selective Service and the War Manpower Commission have failed
to evolve an adequate policy for the lumber camps. These camps have had their supplies of manpower
seriously curtailed.
7/9/1943 (cont) War - Soldiers & ¶ However, the large lumber production will come in the second and third quarters of the normal year. In
RLLC (cont)
other words, there is still time for the federal agencies to coordinate all policies relating to lumber. If this is
done, industry may be able to meet its 1943 production goal. The lumber problem comes perilously close to
being the #1 raw material problem. Certainly there is need for some type of centralized control.
Coordination alone, however, is not enough. It will be necessary to have a clearly defined policy with
respect to prices and manpower. The objectives "at the top" will have to be clarified. ¶ DRAFT PICTURE
CHANGES "The Army now has 7,067,844 men and officers, and according to reports, this number will
climb to 7,996,022 at the end of this year and will remain the same up to June 30, 1944, although the size of
the army is again being studied, according to the Secretary of War.
7/9/1943 (cont) War - Soldiers & ¶ Because the Army is approaching maximum offensive strength, emphasis is being placed on utilizing that
RLLC (cont)
strength instead of expansion and because offensive bombing strategy is in operation, it is contended that the
number of men required for an invasion will be cut and that combat losses and replacements required will be
reduced. ¶ Because of the changed picture, Army and Navy manpower requirements, according to
authoritive sources, will be only approx. 1,827,000 additional men during the next 12 months to reach
present goals. The outlook for the draft age groups today is as follows: the 17-year-olds who become 18 in
the future will provide approx. half of the coming year's requirements. ¶ Additional thousands 18-25 age
group now deferred will be taken. Except in exceptional cases, a new ruling now limits non-father
occupational deferments to 6 months. ¶ In the future some of the 650,000 single men deferred because of
farm labor will be called. ¶ It is also expected that thousands of 2,800,000 in the 4-F Class [non-fit for
service] deferred because of physical condition, will be put back into the draft..."
7/9/1943
War - Soldiers
"Corporal Melvin (Spike) Clendenning arrived Wednesday morning from Kearns, Utah, to spend a short
furlough with his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Archie Clendenning."
7/9/1943
Law
"Taylor County, Village of Rib Lake, in Justice Court, to Herman Carstenson: you are hereby notified that a
warrant of attachment has been issued against you and your property attached to satisfy the demand of
Harold Zielke amounting to $13.58. Now unless you shall appear before Wesley Schmidt, a Justice of the
Peace in and for said county, at his office in said Village on the 31st day of July, A.D. 1943, at 1:00 in the
afternoon, judgment will be rendered against you and your property sold to pay the debt. ¶ Dated this 8th
day of July, A.D. 1943, Signed Harold Zielke, Plaintiff."
7/9/1943
Agriculture &
RIB LAKE FARMERS UNION 4TH OF JULY PICNIC "The 4th of July picnic sponsored by the Rib Lake
Clubs/Orders
Local was very well attended by people from neighboring towns, as well as the folks from Rib Lake. The
weather man proved very obliging and furnished a fine day. ¶ In the afternoon contests and races were held
and the children winning prizes were as follows: Norbert Schneider, Marvin Storm, Ralph Grow, Tony
Monski, Byron Grow, Marlin Walbeck, Agnes Schneider, Loretta Ross, Laverne Erdman, Beverly Herrem.
The tug-of-war was won by the Greenwood Local. First prize in the bait casting contest was won by W.
Weigand, second Joe A. Kauer, and Mr. Berg third. ¶ The speakers of the afternoon were Pate Schumaker
and Fred Suter. Both gave talks of special interest to farmers as well as consumers. ¶ Beer, pop, candy and
hamburgers were sold at the park. The committee was unable to obtain any ice cream, owing to wartime
restrictions.
7/9/1943 (cont)
Agriculture &
¶ The dance at the Lakeside in the evening sponsored by the Farmers Union was well attended. ¶ The
Clubs/Orders (cont) members of the Union wish to thank the public for the fine cooperation and all those who worked hard to
make the day a success. ¶ Don't forget the Union monthly meeting Thursday night, July 8, at the Town Hall
(reported by Mrs. Lawrence Schneider, Jr., corresponding secretary.)"
7/16/1943

War - Soldiers &
RLLC

Environment & Rib WARDEN MARCON REPORTS MORE FISH PLANTING "At the last meeting of the Rib Lake Fish &
Lake Fish & Game Game Assoc. Warden John Marcon was present and gave a report of the following planting of fish in the
Assoc.
nearby lakes and streams: 800 trout in Sheep Ranch Creek, 1400 in Fisher Creek, 600 in Camp 11 Creek and
a quantity in Wood Creek. There were 6,000 German browns planted in Wood Creek and 12,000 in Rib
River, also 500 fingerling pike in Harper Lake and 500 muskies in Spirit Lake."

7/16/1943

Wolves

7/23/1943

RLLC

7/23/1943

7/30/1943

7/30/1943

7/30/1943

8/6/1943

BOUNTIES REPEALED "County clerks have been advised by the Conservation Department that the
legislature repealed the law providing a state bounty of wolves and wildcats and that the state bounty
payments can no longer be made. The state formerly paid a $20 bounty for a mature wolf or coyote and $10
for a cub. A $5 bounty was paid on wildcats. ¶ The state paid $16,950 bounty on 924 wolves and coyotes
last year. A total of 283 wildcats were turned in for bounties last year on which the state paid $1,415."

WAGE INCREASE FOR LUMBER COMPANY EMPLOYEES "The RLLC has announced a wage
increase for its employees effective July 19. The minimum wage at the mill has been increased from 50
cents per hour to 62 1/2 cents per hour. In the woods the minimum wage has been increased from 45 cents
per hour to 57 1/2 cents. Wages for skilled labor have been increased accordingly. The mill here has been
paying its employees 2 1/2 cents per hour more than the minimum required by law even before the raise
went into effect."
Health &
HEALTH CENTER AT WARD SCHOOL FRIDAY "A health center planned by the Bureau of Maternal
Physicians
and Child Health, State Board of Health, and sponsored locally by the Twentieth Century Club, will be held
at the Ward School July 23 from 1-3:00. ¶ Advice will be offered to expectant mothers and health
examinations and advice in regard to children from birth to 6 years of age. ¶ Dr. Frances A. Cline of the
State Board of Health will be the physician in charge. Dr. Cline will be assisted by Miss Carla Bothne,
District Advisory Nurse, and Mrs. Leannah Spence, Taylor County Nurse. ¶ Mothers are asked to bring a
blanket or square for their child's comfort."
Church - Catholic 40 HOUR DEVOTION AT CATHOLIC CHURCH "The annual observation of the 40 Hour Devotion was
held from Sunday morning to Tuesday morning at St. John's Catholic Church the past week. This age old
ceremony, which began in Milan, Italy in 1534, is commemorative of the 40 hours during which the sacred
body of Jesus was in the sepulchre and consisted essentially in the holy sacrifice of the mass, public
exposition and adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, instructions on Christian doctrine, and benediction. The
special intentions for which the devotion was recommended this year was for peace throughout the world
and the conversion of sinners..."
War - Soldiers & RETAILERS MUST POST POINTS AND PRICES "Meat dealers and grocers are again urged by G.L.
Businesses
Seidel, Chairman of the Taylor County Prize and Rationing Board, to post in a conspicuous place the current
OPA [Office of Price Administration] Official Consumer Table of Point Values for meats, fats, canned fish
and dairy products. Some dealers apparently are not yet aware that they are required by law to post point
values as well as prices. Also, each store must display a sign to show whether it is a Class 1, 2, 3 or 4,
according to the ceiling prices it may charge...."
People & War - "Private Galen Scharer of Camp Hood, Texas, Dorothy Koehner of Monroe, Wisconsin, and Mrs. Bud
Soldiers
Brahmer of Medford are guests this week of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Scharer at their cottage on South Harper
Lake."
Hunting & Law ASSEMBLY VOTES DOWN OPPOSITION TO ANTERLESS DEER HUNT "Madison, Wis. August 3 - A
resolution expressing opposition to the Conservation Commission's proposal to have an antlerless deer hunt
in Wisconsin this fall was rejected by 47-46. This resolution was sponsored by 8 House members from the
northern districts in which the deer herd is largely concentrated. ¶ This action is almost sure to mean that the
Conservation Department will now inject the ruling into the hunting laws, that there will be an open season
on anterless deer only this season."

8/6/1943

RLLC

LUMBER COMPANY LOSES VALUABLE HORSE "The RLLC lost a valuable gray horse last Friday
morning when the animal, which was being driven by Ed Thums on the tramway, after being unhooked from
the string of cars, turned of its own accord and stepped off the tram. The horse, which weighed about 1800
pounds, landed on its head, suffering injuries from which it died a short time afterward."

8/13/1943

War - Soldiers

PFC. EDWIN BLOMBERG WOUNDED IN ACTION "Mr. and Mrs. George Blomberg of the Town of
Hill, Price County, received word last week that their son, Pfc. Edwin R. Blomberg of the U.S. Marines, was
wounded in action in the performance of his duties and in the service of his country. Edwin was in the South
Pacific. Other details were lacking, and the family is anxiously waiting for further word as to the seriousness
of his wounds."

In 2008, Dr. Galen Scharer has made a beautiful home of that
cottage on South Harper Lake.
The Herald on Aug. 13, 1943, reported that the State
Conservation Commission had authorized two separate deer
hunting seasons this fall, one for bucks only in 45 counties
from Nov. 18-21 and another for anterless deer only from
Nov. 25-28 in 35 counties. Taylor Co. was in an antlerless
deer only area.
In 2008 Ed Thums' son Rolland, "Rollie," continues the
Thums tradition of love and care for horses; Rollie and his
family own 5. Recently Rollie purchased a large draft horse,
so he may begin skidding logs with it.

8/13/1943

War - Soldiers &
Law & Politics

LEST WE FORGET - THE ATLANTIC CHARTER "The President of the United States of America and the
Prime Minister, Mr. Churchill, representing His Majesty's government in the United Kingdom, being met
together, deem it right to make known certain common principles in the national policies of their respective
countries on which they base their hopes for a better future for the world. ¶ 1. Their countries seek no
aggrandizement, territorial or other. ¶ 2. They desire to see no territorial changes that do not accord with the
freely expressed wishes of the people's concerned. --- Signed Franklin D. Roosevelt; Signed Winston S.
Churchill, Date August 14, 1943."

The Rib Lake Herald ran the 8 points of the Atlantic Charter
in this edition. I have quoted verbatim the first two points. We
note that both solemnly said that they desired to see no
territorial changes that do not accord with the freely expressed
wishes of the people concerned. At the Yalta Conference,
Roosevelt and Churchill agreed with Joseph Stalin to make
portions of Germany Polish. That and later decisions resulted
in awarding to Poland and Russia 1/5 of pre-war German
territory causing the expulsion of 12 million Germans from
their lost homes. The victorious Allies set a new eastern
boundary for Germany - the Oder Niesse line. This resulted in
the loss of German states, including Silesia, East Prussia and
Eastern Pomerania. The forefathers of many Rib Lake citizens
originated from those states, including the Knops, Marschkes,
Gilges and Mielkes, to name but a few.

8/13/1943 (cont)

War - Soldiers &
Law & Politics
(cont)

¶ The grandmother of Sue Thums, nee Marschke, Martha
Krugel, was one of the Germans who lost her home east of the
Oder Niesse line [the new Polish-German border.] To read her
unbelievable account of her flight, see document #10100 in
the CDs of Rib Lake History, Documents & Photos.

8/13/1943

People & War Soldiers

"In writing us to renew his subscription to the Herald, Orrin W. Meyer, former Agricultural Instructor in the Orrin W. Meyer authored several well-written essays
Rib Lake High School, tells us that he has been placed in Class 2A for six months by his draft board. Mr.
regarding his experiences in Rib Lake. You may access them
Meyer had expected to be called into service sometime this month. He is now located at Brillion, Wis."
on the CD of Rib Lake History. As of April 1, 2008, Cindy
Sommer and I have scanned in over 1100 photographs and
documents of Rib Lake History. I have donated 10 CDs
containing this information to the Rib Lake Public Library and
the Rib Lake Public School System. The material includes a
detailed index. To find the Orrin W. Meyer documents, for
example, search the index under his name. That will give you
the document numbers assigned. To find the CD with that
document number, you will quickly be able to access Meyer's
fascinating accounts of his two years in Rib Lake in 1940-41.
Just about everything within those CDs was loaned to me. For
example, Mrs. Patricia Gojmerac loaned me the Orrin W.
Meyer essays.

8/27/1943

People & Forests

8/27/1943

Clubs/Orders

LAST LOG GOES THROUGH THE MILL "An article which appeared in the Milwaukee Journal one day
this week telling of the final operations of the I. Stephenson Company sawmill at Wells, near Escanaba,
Michigan, was of special interest to Rib Lake people because George N. Harder is General Manager of the
Wells mill. Mr. Harder will be remembered by many Rib Lakers as he served the RLLC here as General
Manager about the time of WWI, being here for 8 years. ¶ The last log, a hemlock, which rolled out of the
pond at the Wells mill late last week, wrote the closing chapter in the story of an industry which had its
beginning on the banks of the Escanaba River almost a century ago. The annual capacity of that sawmill was
36 million feet, and more than a billion feet of lumber have been cut there. ¶ Mr. Harder stated that
operations were being discontinued because of lack of timber. He said the mill will be sold."
SCOUT CABIN AND GROUNDS BEING SPRUCED UP "The Boy Scouts have been busy lately giving
their cabin and grounds on Main Street [McComb Ave] a good going over. The boys painted the totem pole
in a variety of bright colors, placed stones along the sidewalk and painted them in Red, White and Blue,
given the flag pole a fresh coat of white paint, erected a plaque atop the totem pole with the name and
number of their scout troop in black letters. Now they are at work applying some green paint and trimming
on the cabin itself. Good work, boys!"

The scout cabin in the Village of Rib Lake was on the west
side of McComb Ave. where, in 2008, the post office stands.
In addition, the boy scouts had and continue to have a cabin on
the west shore of South Harper Lake.
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9/10/1943 (cont)

War - Soldiers &
Politics (cont)

COMMUNITY FAIR AT SPIRIT TOWN HALL "A good time is in store for the folks of the Spirit
community at the community fair to be held Monday, Sept. 6 at the Spirit Town Hall in the Town of Hill,
Price County. ¶ The fair is being sponsored by 4-H clubs, Dairy Breeders Associations and homemakers. ¶
A fine program is being planned. Entries are due at 9:00 a.m. and judging will begin at 10:00 and continue
until noon. In the early afternoon a tug of war between the Towns of Hill and Spirit will be staged, and at 2:
30 a baseball game will be played by teams from these townships. The Westboro High School Band will
furnish music."
COMMERCIAL CLUB VOTES $50 FOR CIGARETTES FOR SERVICE MEN "The Rib Lake
Commercial Club met at the National Hotel on Tuesday evening, and its members enjoyed a fine chicken
dinner, after which the business of the evening was transacted. ¶ Millard Kapitz, Seaman, Second Class,
Corporal Earn Walker, and Private Archie Pendergast, all home on furlough from their respective stations,
were guests of the club. ¶ The sum of $50 was voted to buy cigarettes to be sent to service men overseas.
The Club also voted to help advertise the Third War Loan drive in the county. ¶ Stanley Zelanis was
appointed as a member of the Boy Scout advisory committee to fill the vacancy left when the former
committee member, Millard Kapitz, enlisted in the Navy."
RUSCH-RADTKE "Barbara Rusch, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Peter Beck, and Elmer C. Radtke, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Frank Radtke, all of Rib Lake, were united in marriage at the Elim Lutheran Church, Duluth,
Minnesota, at 4:00 Saturday afternoon, Sept. 4. The Rev. R.H. Ford read the service. ¶ The bride was
becomingly attired in a navy blue suit and wore a corsage of sweet peas. ¶ The couple was attended by
Private and Mrs. Ervin Stelling. ¶ Relatives and friends of the newlyweds enjoyed a wedding dance at the
Lakeside Wednesday evening with music by Slims Little Dance Band. ¶ The bride has been employed as a
clerk at Zielke's Store for the past several months. The groom is an employee of the RLLC. They will make
their home in the Village."
"Con Berg is back in Rib Lake after an absence of three months' time he spent at Ironwood, Michigan,
I doubt that he was grading lumber. He was scaling logs which
where he was grading lumber for the RLLC."
were cut in Michigan for transportation to the Rib Lake
sawmill, where they would be sawed into lumber.
REZUTEK-GERSTBERGER "Miss Angeline M. Rezutek, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Peter Rezutek, became
the bride of Otto E. Gerstberger, son of Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Gerstberger, all of Rib Lake, at 1:30 Saturday
afternoon, Sept. 4, at St. John's Catholic Church, with the Rev. E. Gengler performing the ceremony. ¶ The
bride was dressed in a gown of brocaded satin with a long train. Her fingertip veil was held in place with a
tiara and she wore a string of pearls. Her bouquet was white gladioli and pink asters. ¶ Miss Helen
Maslonka, friend of the bride, was matron of honor. Her gown was a blue rayon moire. The bridemaids were
the groom's sisters, Alyce and Edna Gerstberger. Their gowns were dubonnet wine brocaded satin and rose
brocaded taffeta. ¶ The groom was attended by the bride's brother, Henry L. Rezutek. Ushers were Walter
Wilhelm and the groom's brother, Elmer Gerstberger. ¶ A wedding supper was served at the home of the
bride's parents at 6:00 in the evening to about 75 guests. A wedding dance was held later in the evening at
the Rib Lake Town Hall with music by the Gacek Orchestra. ¶ The young couple will make their home with
the groom's parents in the Town of Rib Lake."
PROCLAMATION TO THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES "Recognizing the fact that in carrying
This appeal was sponsored in part by the Rib Lake
the war into enemy territory, we shall need greater amounts of money than any nation has ever asked from
Commerical Club. I cannot help but notice the stark contrast
its citizens in all history, I, FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT, President of the United States of America, do
between our current president, George W. Bush, and Franklin
officially proclaim that on Thursday, the 9th of September, 1943, the Third War Loan shall be launched. ¶
D. Roosevelt. The war in Iraq has now entered its 5th year As Commander-in-Chief, I hereby invoke every citizen to give all possible aid and support to this Third War longer than our involvement in WWII. America has invested
Loan drive, not only so that our financial goal may be reached, but to encourage and inspire those of our
over a trillion dollars in the war of Iraq and our current
husbands and fathers and sons who are under fire in a dozen fronts all over the world. It is my earnest hope president has not asked for a single nickel of new revenue;
that every American will realize that in buying war bonds in this Third War Loan he has an opportunity to
express voluntarily and under the guidance of his conscious, the extent to which he will "back the attack".
¶ The American people supported well the First and Second War Loan Drive and, in fact, did even more
instead, the entire cost of the Iraq war has been added to our
than was asked of them. Our need for money now is greater than ever, and will continue to grow until the
national debt. ¶ I do note some black humor in this situation:
very day that victory is won; so we must ask far more sacrifice, far more cooperation than ever before. ¶ IN Many claim that FDR was a free spending liberal; George W.
WITNESS WHEREOF I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States of America to Bush says he is a fiscal conservative.
be affixed. ¶ Done at the City of Washington, this 26th day of July, in the Year of Our Lord 1943, and of the
independence of the United States of America, the 168th. ¶ By the President: Franklin D. Roosevelt."

9/17/1943

War - Soldiers & TAYLOR COUNTY TO HAVE TRIAL BLACKOUT "There will be trial blackout in Taylor County in the
Rib Lake - Village early weeks of October. The Village of Rib Lake will be in on it and every person here will be required to
observe all the rules and regulations. The purpose of this blackout is to begin to train the people of this
country to be ready in case of any emergency. It seems that the possibility of an air raid here is very remote,
yet, with the kind of war that is being waged today we must be ready for anything. ¶ If people will
cooperate in this trial blackout it will be a simple matter. A new whistle has been installed by the RLLC
which will be used as a signal so as not to be confused with the regular daily mill whistle signals. ¶ Air raid
wardens will be stationed about the Village to see that the blackout orders are obeyed. This trial will not be a
surprise, but the date and time will be announced later. ¶ The signals will be as follows: ¶ 1.A long steady
blast on the air raid whistle. This is the blue signal. This means an enemy plane is probably coming your
way. Black out lights in your home and business houses. Either draw blackout curtains or turn the lights off.
If you are in your automobile on the street or road,
9/17/1943 (cont) War - Soldiers & switch your lights to the low beams, proceed wherever you are going, proceed with caution, start thinking
Rib Lake - Village about getting to a safe place. If you are walking, continue to walk, start thinking about where you will go if a
(cont)
raid signal occurs. ¶ 2. A series of short blasts on the air raid whistle. This is the red signal. This means
enemy planes are overhead. Keep your lights blacked out. If you are riding in your automobile, pull over to
the nearest air raid shelter. If you are walking, go to the nearest air raid shelter, get off the street. ¶ 3. After
the red signal there will be a blue signal. This does not mean "all clear," this means enemy planes are no
longer overhead. Keep on alert. Keep your lights blacked out. If you were in your automobile prior to the red
signal, you may get back into it, turn on the lights on low beam and proceed wherever you were going.
Proceed with caution. If you were walking prior to the red signal, you may resume walking. If you were in a
bus, you may get back into it and proceed. ¶ 4. The "all clear" signal will be when the street lights have been
turned on."
10/8/1943
War - Soldiers & "County Judge Clifford Curran has enlisted in the U.S. Navy and been given a commission of Lieutenant
People
Junior Grade. He will leave Medford Monday for a training center in Tuscon, Arizona. Mrs. Curran and
daughter will remain in Medford for the present."
10/22/1943
Attorney & Law NEUENSCHWANDER APPOINTED COUNTY AND JUVENILE JUDGE "Ed. J. Neuenschwander of
Medford has been appointed by Governor Goodland to the post of County and Juvenile Judge in place of
Clifford Curran, who has taken a leave of absence from his office to enter the United States Navy."
10/29/1943
Railroads "A broken rail caused the Soo Line engine to leave the track near the Rib Lake depot last Saturday and it
Wisconsin Central took considerable time and hard work to right it. A wrecker had to be called from Stevens Point."
11/26/1943
Schools
BEGIN HOT LUNCH PROGRAM AT SCHOOL "The school hot lunch project was in operation Monday
for the first time and is now including pupils in high school and junior high who have been carrying lunches.
Accommodations will soon be made for the Ward School pupils as well. ¶ The project is under the
supervision of Miss Margaret Jaeger, home economics teacher, and Mrs. Dilla Talbot as head cook and Mrs.
Waldhart as assistant. ¶ The menus are planned by Miss Jaeger and form a well-balanced lunch each day,
including: some dish with meat, cheese, beans or eggs; two vegetables or a fruit and a vegetable; a slice of
bread and a tablespoon of butter, and milk. There are no surplus commodities to be used for the school lunch
menu for the year. Everything must be purchased. Every child partaking of the lunches pays 7 cents per day
in addition to 9 cents a day paid by the government. About 175 are being served this week."
12/3/1943
Hunting
DEER FEEDING "In compliance with the legislative mandate, the Conservation Department is storing
many tons of deer food at central points through the deer country in preparation for carrying on an extensive
feeding program during the winter. Weather conditions determine how closely deer are held to their depleted
yarding areas during the winter and the extent of winter feeding operations that may be necessary."
12/3/1943

Businesses

12/3/1943

Clubs/Orders

12/10/1943

Schools

MEDFORD MAN MANAGER OF RIB LAKE OFFICE "Clarence Tipplet of Medford has taken over the
duties at the local office of the Lake Superior District Power Company, a position held by Al Lee until his
transfer to Phillips last week. Mr. Tipplet has been employed in the Medford office for some time. He will
move his family to Rib Lake in the near future."
MASONS ELECT OFFICERS "At our regular meeting Wednesday evening, Rib Lake Lodge #346 Free and
Accepted Masons, elected officers for the ensuing years as follows: W.M., (sic), Ed Prien; S.W., O.R.
Thompson; J.W., L.L. Arnold; Treasurer James Upjohn, Secretary, O.R. Reistad; and Trustee for Three
years, Earl Edens."
RIB LAKE HIGH DEFEATS MEDFORD "The Rib Lake High School Basketball team traveled to Medford
on Friday evening and defeated the county seaters in their home gym by a score of 26-15. ¶ Dan Mathias
made 16 points with a high score man of both teams. Freiberg and Bullis made the balance of the scores for
Rib Lake."

The secrecy attending the Masons apparently barred the
publication of several full names and required initials. The
Rib Lake Masons met upstairs in the Modern Woodman of
America building on McComb Avenue.

12/10/1943

12/17/1943

12/17/1943
(cont)

12/24/1943

12/31/1943

12/31/1943

12/31/1943

RLLC

NEW TREE SAW NOW IN OPERATION "The RLLC now has one of the two new Atkins-Hassler electric
tree saws in operation in the woods, and it is an interesting sight to see the saw cut through 30" timber in one
minute. The equipment has great possibilities and is just being introduced in Wisconsin and Upper
Michigan, having been used on the west coast for some time. ¶ The equipment consists of a chain saw
revolving over a solid frame with electric motor attached on one end that drives its power from an electric
generator mounted on a tractor and power is transmitted to the motor through a long, flexible cable. Several
saws can be operated from one tractor, if desired."
Obituary
WILLIAM ERNEST KRUEGER "William Ernest Krueger was born on Jan. 5, 1871, in Germany. He died
Dec. 11, 1943, at his home here at the age of 72 years, 11 months, and six days. The deceased received his
secular as well as his religious training and education in the land of his birth. In 1887 he came to this
country, settling immediately in this community on a farm about 1 mile east of town. On May 26, 1893, he
was united in marriage to Bertha Zieman. Six children were born to this union. Ever since he settled here
Mr. Krueger has been affiliated with St. John's Lutheran Church. ¶ Left to mourn his passing are his wife,
and six children; Frieda, Mrs. Herbert Domrochs, Fond du Lac; Herbert, Sturgeon Bay; Anna, Mrs. Robert
Otto, Milwaukee; Erwin, Rib Lake; William, Eldorado and Elmer, Waukegan, Illinois, as well as 6
grandchildren, one brother, Carl, of Rib Lake, one sister, Mrs. Letto, Pipestone, Minnesota, and a large
number of other relatives.
Obituary (cont) ¶ Funeral services were held Tuesday at the home at 1:30 and at St. John's Lutheran Church at 2:00, the Rev.
O.E. Hoffmann officiating. Mrs. Hoffmann and Concordia [Hoffmann] sang "Nearer My God to Thee." Mrs.
Hoffmann also sang a German selection "Lass Mich Gehen" [Let me Go]. Interment was at Lakeview
Cemetery."
Agriculture
WANT ADS - OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS HERE "ATTENTION FARMERS - We are now in the market
for dressed poultry, any kind, no limit. We furnish barrels. Paying from 3-5 cents over market prices. Just
feathers off, heads and feet on. Drop us a card before dressing. Medford Poultry Market, Medford, Wis."
Obituary
PETER FUCHS "Mr. Peter Fuchs of the Town of Rib Lake died at Medford Hospital Wednesday, Dec. 22,
after two weeks' illness. ¶ Mr. Fuchs was born May, 1867, in Germany and came to this country in 1889. On
Feb. 27, 1892, he was united in marriage to Annie Anders at Chicago. In March, 1899, they came to Rib
Lake and settled on a farm in the Town of Rib Lake, which has been their home since that time. To this
union 15 children were born, 10 of whom are living. They are Lambert of Chicago; John, Maplewood, Wis;
Mrs. Henry Niggemann, Milwaukee; Mrs. George Rust, Chicago; Mrs. Ernest Ledubuer, Chicago; Frank at
home; Mrs. William Miklautsch, Town of Rib Lake; Anton, a patient in the Clark Co. Hospital; Bernard of
Detroit. Surviving besides the widow and children are 22 grandchildren and one great-grandchild. ¶ Funeral
services were held at 9:00 from St. John's Catholic Church, of which deceased was a member. The Rev. E.
Gengler officiated. Interment was made at the Lakeview Cemetery. Pallbearers were Anton Kauer, Joseph
A. Kauer, Peter B. Kauer, Lawrence Van Hecker, John Kulka and Lawrence Schneider."
RLLC
RESIGNS AS WOODS FOREMAN "Nels Nelson, who has been employed as Woods Foreman for the
RLLC for a number of years, has handed in his resignation to take effect Jan. 1. His successor has not been
named as yet."
Businesses &
"The Harry Gustafson family is moving to Phillips so that Mr. Gustafson can take personal charge of the
People & Gustafson logging operations and other interests of the Wisconsin Wood Products Company."
& Companies

1944
1/14/1944

Camp 26 & RLLC WOODSMAN INSTANTLY KILLED AT CAMP 26 "On Friday afternoon about 1:30, Selmer Olson, 37,
of Route 1, Stetsonville, was instantly killed while working for the RLLC at Camp 26. Mr. Olson was
working as a small tractor driver when a log he was skidding with the tractor became caught on a stump and
was thrown about. Other workers seeing the log, yelled to Olson and he jumped from the tractor into the
path of the moving log, killing him instantly. ¶ The remains were brought to town and then taken to the
Medford Funeral Home. ¶ The unfortunate man had only started to work for the company on the preceding
Monday and he had already made many friends at camp and was considered a very good worker. He was the
father of 7 children, the oldest being 10 years old, who with their mother survive. He is also survived by his
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Sam Olson of Medford. Deceased was a cousin of Oscar Olson of this Village."

In 1943 the RLLC cut most of its trees with an axe and a twoman crosscut saw.

While the number of barns in the Town of Rib Lake is
decreasing rapidly, the Krueger barn stands tall and proud in
2008, even though unused. The farm in 2008 is owned by
William's grandson, Gary Krueger, a detective with the City of
Medford Police Dept.

1/14/1944

Schools

RIB LAKE SCHOOL NOTES "6th Grade "Busy crews are working on cantata practice and tests. Our other
activities have to become unimportant this week. ¶ Stamp sales are good. In the last three weeks our room
has bought $32.90 worth of stamps. We hope this total will rise. ¶ The boys and girls are filled with friendly
rivalry now. The new arithmetic drill contest is on. Who will get to Tokyo first, the girls or the boys? The
bombs they drop will tell. So far, the boys have one win toward a bomb. Five wins give them a bomb..."

1/14/1944

Clubs/Orders

1/14/1944

Businesses

1/21/1944

Westboro &
Obituary

1/21/1944 (cont)

Westboro &
Obituary (cont)

1/28/1944

War - Soldiers &
Germania

"The Dorcas Society of St. John's Lutheran Church met Wednesday afternoon at the home of Mrs. Abe
Christenson."
JERRY HEINDL TO TAKE OVER GOODMAN STORE FEBRUARY 1. "Jerry Heindl has purchased the
Goodman Store and will take possession February 1. Mr. Heindl's sister, Mrs. Elmer Uniak, will assist at the
store as clerk. ¶ Mr. Goodman has no definite plans as yet, but does not expect to leave the Village."
JOSEPH ARTHUR PREMEAU "Joseph Arthur Premeau, 63, died at his home at Westboro Sunday, January
16, following a short illness from a heart ailment. ¶ Mr. Premeau was born in Canada on April 14, 1881, and
came to the United States when 9 years of age. The family settled in the Westboro vicinity 54 years ago. On
June 11, 1901, he was married to Margaret Marlow and to this union were born 9 children, who with their
mother survive. The children are: Emery, Rhinelander; Theodore, Edmund, LauraBelle, Westboro; Alva,
Detroit; Lorraine, Sauk City; Clarence, Abbotsford; James, U.S. Army, England; Gertrude, U.S. Army nurse
at Camp Campbell, Kentucky. He is also survived by two brothers, Elmer of Fifield and Hidrich Premeau of
Sasketchewan, Canada, and one sister, Mrs. Amanda Springer of Medford. ¶ Mr. Premeau was in the lumber
business until several years ago when he began operation of a tavern in the Village of Westboro. He was a
member of the Catholic Church.
¶ Funeral services were held today (Thursday) from the Westboro Catholic Church with the Rev. Alt
officiating. Interment was made at the Mount Olive Cemetery. Pallbearers were Emil Vessely, John Spieles,
Glen Evans, P.L. Diaute, George Odau and Bert Etzler. Michael Wahl, I.P. Kiger, J.W. Lundeen and
Michael Wahl, Sr., were honorary pallbearers."
RUSSIA: ADVANCE IN POLAND "As General Vatutins forces pushed forward into pre-war Poland, the
Polish government-in-exile considered Russia's proposal for a post-war adjustment of the old eastern border
between the two states. Under the proposal, Russia would keep the former Polish provinces of White Russia
and the Ukraine, while Poland would be compensated by taking over Eastern Prussia [from Germany]."

2/4/1944

RLLC

2/11/1944

War - Soldiers

2/18/1944

I recall Jerry Heindl's store standing in the SE corner of
Church St. and STH 102 across from the Catholic Church
parsonage.

This shift in borders was eventually approved by the U.S.,
except it was done on a much grander scale. Communist
Russia got 1/3 of Eastern pre-war Poland; "in compensation"
Poland was given the German provinces of East Prussia,
Pomerania and Silesia.

C.I.O. ORGANIZER IN RIB LAKE "On Wednesday evening an organizer with the C.I.O. was in town and The C.I.O. was a national union, it stood for Congress of
held a meeting at the Lake Theatre. A small group of men attended the meeting, most of them merely out of Industrial Organizations.
curiosity. The lack of interest in such a meeting shows that there is very little chance, if any, of forming a C.
I.O. organization among the workers of the RLLC here."
RESIGNS AS CHAIRMAN OF WOMEN'S ACTIVITY "Miss De Lorr Hayward has handed in her
resignation as Chairman of the Women's Activity, Taylor County Salvage Committee, effective Feb. 1. ¶
Until Miss Hayward's successor is named, any further reference to tin can salvage, waste kitchen fats, etc.,
should be made to Harold O. Ruesch, County Chairman of the Salvage Committee."

Spirit & Obituary EMIL JULIUS JOHNSON "Emil Julius Johnson, 88, died at the home of his son, Edgar, in Chicago last
week after a brief illness. Mr. Johnson was one of the pioneers of the Spirit Community. ¶ Emil Julius
Johnson was born June 28, 1855, in Lyse Parish, Boohusian, Sweden. He came to the United States in 1878
and homesteaded in Spirit, Price County, in the year 1880. He was married to Magdalena M. Homfeldt at
Ogema Oct. 14, 1881. To this union were born 6 children; three daughters; Clara, Annie, Lydia; and his
wife passed away before him. He is survived by three children, Mayda, and William of Spirit and Edgar of
Chicago, 6 grandchildren, one great-grandchild and many other relatives and friends. ¶ Mr. Johnson went to
sea at the age of 14 and was a sailor until he came to Spirit as one of the pioneer settlers. ¶ He was active in
the Methodist Church at Spirit from the time it was built. Full citizenship in the United States was granted to
him in 1886. For many years he served as Town Chairman of Spirit. ¶ Funeral services were conducted at
the Spirit Methodist Church on Feb. 10, by the Rev. H.J. Holverson. Interment was in the Spirit Cemetery."

2/18/1944

Politics & War Soldiers

2/18/1944

War - Soldiers

2/18/1944 (cont)

War - Soldiers
(cont)
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2/18/1944
2/25/1944

2/25/1944

RLLC

3/3/1944

RLLC

3/10/1944

Environment

3/17/1944

People &
Businesses

CEILING PRICES ON FRESH FRUITS AND VEGETABLES "The Office of Price Administration
community ceiling prices on fresh fruits and vegetables in this district effective Feb. 17 are as follows: ¶
apples, all variety, grade, sizes, except crabapples and lady apples, 2 pounds, 24 cents. ¶ Bananas, one
pound, 12 cents. ¶ Oranges, California and Arizona, one pound, 11 cents. ¶ Oranges, Florida, one pound, 9
cents. ¶ Lemons, California or Arizona, 1 pound, 14 cents. ¶ Tangerines, Florida, 1 pound, 12 cents. ¶
Grapefruit, Texas seedless pink, 1 pound, 7 cents. ¶ Grapefruit, Texas white, 1 pound, 7 cents. ¶ Grapes,
California table, 1 pound, 19 cents. ¶ Lettuce, iceberg head large 15 cents, medium 13, small 11. ¶ Cabbage,
all types and varieties, 1 pound, 6 cents. ¶ Potatoes, US #1 Idaho, 5 pounds, 26 cents. ¶ Potatoes, Wisconsin
US #1, 5 pounds, 18 cents. ¶ These prices are figured for best quality merchandise. It is expected that for
second quality and smaller sizes, lower prices will be charged."
COUNTY OVER THE TOP ON FOURTH WAR LOAN - VILLAGE OF RIB LAKE WAY OUT IN
FRONT "Taylor County has gone over the top in the Fourth War Loan Drive by $57,575 but the sale to
individuals has fallen short of reaching its mark by $17,172.50. To date the sale of individuals in the county
has been $174,747.50, to corporations $119,960.50, which brings the total to $374,908. ¶ The Village of Rib
Lake, with a quota of $12,331.88 to raise, has purchased up to Feb. 15 $22,749.75. ¶ The committee who
handled the solicitation for this Fourth War Loan in the Village did a fine job of it, having secured pledges
for a total of $22,662.25. This amount does not include the figures for bonds purchased by employees of the
RLLC. ¶ The following solictors accounted for pledges as follows: William Lemke - $7,100. Mrs. Bessie
Baker - $1,856.25. F.L. Becker - $5,043.50. Fred Niggemann - $1,087.50. Elmer Taylor - $468.75. N.P.
Cupery - $431.25. E.J. Synnott - $4,256.25. Dr. Mauch - $2,137.50. O.R. Reistad - 4281.25.
¶ William Lemke was high solicitor in the Third War Loan drive and also holds that place in this present
drive. ¶ All bonds purchased between now and March 1 will be credited on the Fourth War Loan."
"A Service Flag for the Town of Spirit and vicinity was dedicated at the Town Hall Saturday night, Feb. 12.
A large crowd attended."
STOCK LAKES AND STREAMS WITH FISH "This is a good time to think of stocking the lakes and
streams in northern Wisconsin with fish." urged Congressman Alvin E. O'Konski. "We want our lakes and
streams to have striking power after this war is over so that when our boys come back they can have
something to come back to," states O'Konski in a release to this paper. ¶ Federal fish are available for that
purpose. All you need do is write Congressman Alvin E. O'Konski, House Office Building, Washington D.
C., for an application blank. You will receive the blank by return mail. Return the blank to the Congressman
and he will endorse it and the fish will be sent to you by the federal government at the proper time of the
year most suitable for stocking. ¶ Any lake, stream or river suitable for fish propagation and life is eligible to
receive these fish. Better write for your application today."
OTTO ZIEMKE INJURED WHEN KICKED BY HORSE "Otto Ziemke, Barn Boss for the RLLC, was
kicked in the face and head by one of the company horses last Monday shortly after he went to the barn to
take up his morning duties. When he got to the barn he found that one of the horse collars had fallen under
its feet and when he went to pick it up, must have startled the horse and it kicked him, as stooping to pick up
the collar is the last he remembers of the happening. However, he must have crawled from under the horse's
feet up to the front of the barn, as it was there that Nick Blennert found him in an unconscious condition
when he came to work later. Mr. Ziemke was rushed to the Wausau Hospital, where he is being treated for
bruises about the face, head, body and hands which he suffered. He is getting along nicely at this time."
UNION ORGANIZER GETS NO ENCOURAGEMENT HERE "On Wednesday evening a meeting was
called at the Lake Theatre by the C.I.O. Woodworkers Union for the purpose of interesting the local
employees of the RLLC in organizing here. About 20 men attended the meeting, and after a session of talk
pro and con, all but two of them followed the suggestion of Ed Martin that all those who did not intend to
join such a union organization walk out. ¶ We would like to suggest to union organizers and sympathizers to
let well enough alone and not waste time trying to organize the workers here. ¶ The men employed by the
company are getting top wages and are being well treated, so what more could be gained? The result of
Wednesday evening's meeting would seem to indicate that the men are satisfied and want none of union
organization here."
FIRST TASTE OF REAL WINTER COMES IN MARCH "Rib Lake and surrounding territory experienced
its first taste of real winter this week when beginning Monday quite a bit of snow fell and it was blown
around considerably by high winds. The temperature got down around zero by Wednesday morning. This is
the most genuine sample of winter we have had this season, which, like California weather is at times, most
unusual for Wisconsin."
"Miss Nora Braun entertained a group of friends Wednesday evening in commemoration of the 95th
birthday party of her father, George Braun, Sr. Supper was enjoyed at the McRae Restaurant, followed by
cards at the Braun home."

There is an old saying: "Put your money where your mouth
is." The Rib Lake populous clearly did a super job in buying
war bonds.

The RLLC operated a large barn west of Tannery Pond; in
2008, the barn foundation still stands next to the Florence
(Mrs. George) Schreiner home, 650 Pearl St. A photo of the
barn is Doc. #12537. The floor plan of the barn is Doc.
#12538. Other information on the RLLC barn operations are
on Doc. #12539 and #12540.

I am dictating this on April 4, 2008; this has been one of the
coldest and longest winters on record: there is still over 18" of
snow in the woods; on the evening of April 1 it got down to
zero.

3/17/1944

Post Office

VERL BOKATH NAMED ACTING POSTMASTER "The Medford Radio Station, which has the jump on
local news sources, reports that Verl Bokath has been named acting Postmaster of the Village of Rib Lake.
He will replace R.J. Voemastek, who reports that he has received the appointment as Rural Mail Carrier. Mr.
Bokath will assume his new duties April 1."
3/17/1944
Obituary
AUGUST EVERSON "August Everson, 75, died at his home near Westboro last Thursday, March 9. ¶ Mr.
Everson was born on a farm in Sweden on Dec. 11, 1868, and came to America when he was 18 years old.
He homesteaded the farm near Rib Lake on which the Frank Knorn family now live. ¶ In 1903 he was united
in marriage to Miss Mathilda Anderson at Westboro. He was a loyal member of the Methodist Church,
which he joined with his wife in 1912. He was also a member of the Modern Woodman of American. ¶ Mr.
Everson is survived by his wife and 4 children, Mrs. Marian Hoar, St. Paul, Minn; Stewart, St. Paul;
Vernard, Westboro; and Leroy of the U.S. Navy; and also 6 grandchildren and one great-grandchild. ¶
Funeral services were held Saturday afternoon at the Westboro Methodist Church, with the Rev. H.J.
Halverson officiating, assisted by Miss Hilda Ljonquist. Interment was made at Mount Olive Cemetery."
3/24/1944
Politics & Rib Lake ONLY COMPETITION IS FOR VILLAGE TRUSTEES AND TOWN SUPERVISORS "From all present
- Village & Rib indications, election in the Village and nearby towns this spring is going to be a quiet affair. The only
Lake - Town
competition in the Village is for trustees. The trustees whose terms expire are John Freeck, Anton Hoffman
and Edmund F. Stamm. All of these men have filed for reelection and have as competition Ed Kelnhofer
and Jay Mauch. ¶ Elmer Taylor, who has served the Village for the past year as President, is the only
candidate for that office. ¶ George L. Seidel, who has served as Supervisor for the past several months, after
being appointed to fill the vacancy caused by the entry of Millard Kapitz into the Navy, is a candidate for
election to that office. ¶ Other candidates for reelection are F.L. Baker, clerk; Herman Batzer, treasurer; John
Mauch, assessor.
3/24/1944 (cont) Politics & Rib Lake ¶ Much of the same promise of quiet election prevails in the Town of Rib Lake. There the only competition
- Village & Rib is for Supervisor. The candidates are Phillip Bonde, George Buksa, Joseph Probst, Jr., Fred Radtke. Present
Lake - Town (cont) incumbents are Joseph Probst and Fred Radtke. E.L. Lamont is a candidate for chairman, and Joseph A.
Kauer for clerk and Joseph Kauer, Sr., for treasurer are likewise unopposed."
3/24/1944

Forests

3/24/1944 (cont)

Forests (cont)
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Businesses

4/14/1944

Businesses

LITTLE FOREST TREES AVAILABLE "Millions of little forest trees are available from the Conservation
Department to landowners, for spring planting this year, and application blanks for tree purchases are now
available at the Conservation Department. ¶ Planting of trees by governmental agencies has already been
brought to a standstill because of the inability to get labor, presenting a good opportunity for farmers and
other landowners to improve their property by planting, C.L. Harrington, Superintendent of Forest and
Parks, says. ¶ The trees are available to farmers for planting on idle lands or for windbreaks, owners of land
entered under Forest Crop Law, and landowners whose purpose in planting is the production of forest crops.
The trees cannot be used for ornamental purposes, and their resale is barred. Shipment of the trees will start
on April 15.
¶ The trees are sold at the following prices per thousand: black locust, jack pine, Norway pine and white
pine 2 year seedlings, $2.50; white ash, Norway spruce, Norway pine, white spruce, tamarack 3 year
seedlings, $3.50. 4 year old transplants are available in balsam fir, Norway pine, Norway spruce, white pine
and white spruce at $7.00 per thousand. ¶ No order for less than 500 trees, enough for half an acre, is
accepted."
"George Hoffman took the two diesel powered trucks of the RLLC to Minneapolis Tuesday for an
overhauling."
NEW CLOSING SCHEDULE FOR BUSINESS PLACES "A meeting of the business people of the Village
was held in the Village Hall on Monday evening at which time it was decided to fall in line with a new
schedule of business hours which is being adopted in many of the neighboring towns and cities. ¶ Beginning
on May 1, the Rib Lake general stores, hardware and feed stores will close at 5:30 p.m. every day except
Friday, when they will remain open for business until 9:00. All stores will be closed on Saturday evenings. ¶
The gasoline stations will close at 6:00 p.m. each day except Friday and Saturday, when they will remain
open until 8:00. They will be open on Sunday until noon."
NEW FLOUR AND FEED STORE IN GILBERTSON BUILDING "Roy L. Brown has rented the
Gilbertson Building just north of the beauty shop and will open a flour and feed store about April 1. Mr.
Brown tells us that he will handle the first line of General Mills flour, feeds and seeds. He is busy this week
getting the building in shape and making the necessary arrangements for his opening."

The April 14 edition of the Herald carries a large ad run by
"Farmer's Feed Company, Roy L. Brown, proprietor, phone 9,
Rib Lake." It advertises, among other things, laro farm tested
feeds "see us for these laro "farm tested" feeds, 18 and 16%
dairy feed, calf builder, pig and hog meal, egg mash, egg mash
pellets, chick builder, chick grains, scratch grains, hard wheat
bran, Middlings and Reddog." This feed store was on
McComb Ave.
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Railroads - RLLC "A new water tank is being erected on the site of the old tank at the tracks in front of the roundhouse by the
& RLLC
RLLC."

The RLLC maintained a "roundhouse" to hold up to three of
its engines in the Village. The "roundhouse" was, in fact,
rectangular in shape. The site is the location of STH 102 and
Mill Lane. Since the RLLC railroad always operated steam
locomotives, they required water - hence the need for a water
tank.

Rib Lake Herald & HISTORY IS IN ATTICS "The pile of old newspapers or letters in the attic or old family trunk may be just
Rusch
the source of material needed to produce better, more accurate history books. Historians of the past have
often failed to tell the story of the life of the common man, not only because they were chiefly interested in
national politics and economics, but also because they could not find the materials they needed, so they
could write accurately about the people. Our generation is interested in the history of all of the people, and
the only source of this material is in the records of the common people that are collected and saved. This
new history can be better and more accurate than any we have ever had before."
4/21/1944
War - Soldiers
"Sgt. Glen Gums arrived home to spend a 26 day furlough with his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Walter Gums, after The American Air Force was part of the US Army until 1947,
7 months' service with the 6th Air Force in the Caribbean and British Indies. Glen, who is a rear gunner, will when a separate division of the armed forces, namely, the US
return to New Mexico after his furlough to join the 2nd Air Force for assignment on one of the Army's new Air Force, was created.
bombers, the B-29."
4/21/1944
Physicians
CLINIC-HOSPITAL - MEDFORD CLINIC AND HOSPITAL "Located at foot of State Street [and
Wisconsin Ave], Medford, Wis. Visiting hours: 11-11:30 a.m., 1-4:00 p.m., 7-8:30 p.m. Doctors R.C.
Nystrum, M.D.; D.M. Norton, M.D.; L.E. Nystrum, M.D."
4/28/1944
Health
TUBERCULIN SKIN TEST CLINIC FRIDAY, APRIL 28 "The office of the Taylor County Nurse wishes
to announce that there will be a tuberculin-skin-testing clinic in Rib Lake on Friday, April 28, at: RLLC
First Aid Station, 9-12 a.m.; Rib Lake High School Gymnasium, 2-3 p.m. ¶ All persons who wish to be
tested are welcome at either clinic. RLLC is sponsoring this tuberculin skin-testing program and is offering
you this opportunity free of charge. ¶ This harmless skin test is given by placing between the layers of the
skin of the forearm a small amount of the solution called tuberculin, which contains no germs, living or
dead. A positive reaction means only that the germs that cause tuberculosis have, at some time, entered the
body. It does not mean, however, that the person has tuberculosis. An X-ray of the chest is necessary to
determine what harm, if any, the germs have done...¶ It is true that 4 out of 5 pulmonary tuberculosis
patients entering Wisconsin Tuberculosis Sanitoria do not do so until they are in advanced stages of the
disease. If discovered in its early stages, and put under prompt and proper treatment, recovery from
tuberculosis is relatively quick and certain, but in its advanced stages,
4/28/1944 (cont)
Health (cont)
recovery from the disease is slow, uncertain and expensive. ¶ The tuberculin testing program is being
conducted in Rib Lake on such a wide scale during this year and should reach all the citizens of your
community. Many times the parents of children are knowingly spreading the germs of tuberculosis in the
home. It is for these people, who are the innocent allies of tuberculosis, that the early diagnosis campaign is
of the most value. ¶ To be sure that you are not suffering from tuberculosis, which is an insidious disease
and often does not make its presence known by symptoms until too late, have a tuberculin skin test. This
simple test will tell you whether the germs that cause tuberculosis have entered your body. If you react to the
test, indicating that the germs are present, have a chest x-ray to determine what harm, if any, the germs have
done."
4/28/1944
Politics
COUNTY DEMOCRATIC MEETING HELD AT MEDFORD "A meeting of Taylor County Democrats
was held at Medford on April 21. Delegates and alternatives to the Democratic State Convention were
elected as follows: ¶ Delegates - Louis Diamond, Goodrich; John J. Voemastek, Rib Lake; Mrs. Ruth
Poirier, Medford; Mrs. Helen Conrad, Medford; John Kostner, Medford; Emil Weix, Medford; Mrs.
Catherine Totski, Medford, Route 3; Dr. F.J. Martin, Medford. ¶ Alternatives - Mildred Engstrom,
Westboro; Dan Delaney, Gilman; Sterling Henline, Medford; Mrs. Victoria Slota, Gilman; Walter
Weihrouch, Hannibal; Al Bauer, Medford; Stanley Sicpon, Lublin; and George F. Meyer, Medford. ¶ Mr. J.
J. Voemastek and Verl Bokath attended this meeting from this Village."

4/28/1944

Agriculture & Rib ANOTHER THORP SALE ON CATHERINE KULKA FARM "Located 1 mile north on CTH C from Rib
Lake - Town
Lake Town Hall."

5/5/1944
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5/12/1944

5/12/1944

The Kulka farm consisted of the S 1/2 - SW 1/4, Section 18,
Town 33 North, Range 3 East. In 2008 it is owned by Everett
A. Rusch. The 80 acre farm was for sale with 13 head of
guernsey cattle "bangs tested 100% clean, no reactors, no
suspects, 8 milk cows, all recently freshened; 2 heifers, age 14
months, open; 1 sire age 2 years; 2 heifer calves, 3 months old.
Horses: black stallion, age 11, weight 1600 pounds, good
worker and gentle; black gelding, age 3, weight 1350 pounds,
a real horse; double harness and collars. 65 laying hens," plus
machinery, including a Ford tractor and Grand Detour 14"
tractor plow. The barn was advertised as 30 x 60 foot with
cement floor, stantions and cups. House is 7 rooms with full
basement, new roof and siding, new 2 car garage, grainery,
hog and chicken house combined. Pump house and wood
shed. Good drilled well, all electrified. ¶ Catherine's husband,
John Kulka, died sometime in 1944: the May 19, 1944, Herald
carried a notice of application for probate of his will.

HESS-GUMMO "Miss Mary Hess, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hess, and Corporal Charles Gummo,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Leo Gummo, were united in marriage in a ceremony at 3:45 Saturday, April 29, at the
Emmanuel (sic) Lutheran Church at Medford. Witnesses were Miss Alyce Wallek and Mrs. D. Taylor. ¶ The
bride is a teacher at the Ward School in this Village and the groom is in the U.S. Army and is home on
furlough from Camp Howze, Texas. Both young people are well-known to people in this community, who
offer congratulations."
"While the Rib Lake schools have been able to continue in session without calling a "mud vacation," some In 2008 all of our county highways are blacktopped and an
of our neighboring schools have not been so fortunate. Both Prentice and Phillips schools were closed last
increasing number of our town roads are covered in asphalt.
week, owing to the bad condition of the country roads."
That was not the case in 1944. Most rural roads were simply
dirt, except for those that received some gravel. Asphalting
was a post-WWII phenomenon. For example, CTH C north of
the Rib Lake Town Hall was not asphalted until 1958.

People & Schools IMPRESSIVE GRADUATION EXERCISES AT LOCAL HIGH SCHOOL "The members of the
graduating class of the Rib Lake High School received their diplomas Wednesday evening in impressive
exercises held in the auditorium. The class marched in to the strains of "Pomp and Circumstance" played by
Miss Esther Hutchinson, to take their places on the platform. The auditorium was filled to capacity with
friends and relatives of those graduates. ¶ The invocation and benediction were given by Rev. H.G.
Holverson, pastor of the Methodist Church. ¶ The glee club, under the direction of Miss Hutchinson,
rendered two selections, "Holy, Holy, Holy" and "The Lord Bless Thee and Keep Thee". ¶ Members of the
graduating class who very ably took part in the program were Eunice Davidson, Wilma Daga, Rose Resudek
and Wilbert Blomberg, all honor students. ¶ Professor O.W. Neale of Central State Teacher's College,
Stevens Point, was the speaker and his talk on "For Such a Time as This" with words of counsel and help to
the graduates, was a fitting climax to the graduation exercises. ¶ Principal N.P. Cupery presented the
diplomas."
Agriculture & Rib ANOTHER THORP SALE AUCTION ON THE W.A. "BILL" BLANK FARM "Located two miles east of The sale included 20 head of guernsey and holstein cattle and
Lake - Town & Rib Lake to Rib Lake Town Hall, continue one mile on STH 102 - instead of swinging north on 102, east on a long list of farm equipment. ¶ In 2008, the Blank Road runs
Place Names
Town Road one mile, then north 1/2 mile in Mud Lake district."
for 2 miles north and south between Wood Lake Ave and
Fawn Ave. It runs directly past the location of this auction
sale. I take it that Blank Road was named after W.A. "Bill"
Blank.
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SECOND LIEUTENANT MARK PINK MISSING IN ACTION "Word has been received from the War
Department that Second Lieutenant Mark A. Pink has been missing in action over France since April 20. ¶
Lieutenant Pink was new at combat flying. He only received his wings last October and landed in England in
March, 1944. ¶ He was graduated from the local high school and is a brother of Mrs. Ernest Tetzlaff, Route
1, and the son of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Pink of Auburndale. ¶ Lieutenant Pink was a pilot of a bomber
operating over Germany in occupied Europe from a base in England. ¶ No further word has been received by
his parents since the original message on May 11, but hopes are that he may have parachuted to safety when
his bomber was hit, and he is a prisoner."
IRVING F. KLISTER TO BE ORDAINED TO PRIESTHOOD "Seldom is a parish community fortunate
enough to witness the ceremony of the ordination to the priesthood. Usually, the sacrament of Holy Orders is
administered in the Cathedral of the diocese. St. John's Parish, however, will have this honor when Bishop
William Patrick O'Connor, D.D. of Superior, will be here on May 27 to administer the Sacrament of Holy
Orders to Irving F. Klister. Irving, a young man of this community, finished his theological course in Mount
St. Mary's Seminary, Emmetsburg, Maryland, and will be home the early part of next week. Services will
start at 10:30 on Saturday morning, and the public is cordially invited to be present at this most impressive
ceremony. ¶ The next day, Sunday, May 28, the new ordained priest will offer his first solemn high mass at
10:30. Again, an invitation is extended to the public to be present at the first mass.
¶ Elaborate preparations are being made to celebrate such an occasion fittingly. On Sunday, immediately
after the first mass, about 12:00 noon, a banquet will be served in the parish basement hall. The proceeds of
the banquet will be given as a gift from the community to the then Fr. Irving F. Klister as a token of esteem
and friendship. Because of the rationing of food, the public is asked to get tickets to the banquet before
Monday, May 22. This will give the ladies who are preparing the banquet sufficient time to provide for the
host of friends that is expected to attend. The tickets can be obtained at the following stores in town:
Seidel's, Zielke's, Jorgenson's, Drug Store, State Bank, Lumber Company Store, and also at the parish
rectory."
FLOSS OF COMMON MILK WEED SUBSTITUTE FOR KAPOK "American boys, dropping into any of
the seven seas during the coming months, will float or sink according to the diligence shown on the home
front in supplying milk weed floss needed to stuff life preservers, the Conservation Department pointed out
today. ¶ The stem stuffing for life preservers has been kapok, imported from Java, and the war brought an
end to such imports. The federal government has found that the floss from the common milk weed is the
most satisfactory substitute for kapok for life jackets and has asked the aid of the Conservation Department
to call the critical need to public attention..."
LEON W. OLSEN BUYS ARNOLD HARDWARE "Leon W. Olsen of Ironwood, Michigan, has purchased
the Arnold Hardware store and building and took possession Monday, May 22. ¶ Mr. Olsen is well
acquainted with the hardware business. He was salesman for the Pritzlaff Hardware Company of Milwaukee
and has an interest in the store at Ironwood, Michigan, and has also had the experience of managing a
hardware store at Superior at one time. He is a veteran of WWI and a member of the American Legion. ¶
Mrs. Olsen and 4 children, three girls and a boy, will move here as soon as school is out in Ironwood. They
will make their home in the flat above the store. On behalf of the community, we wish to extend a welcome
to the Olsens. ¶ Mr. and Mrs. Phil J. Arnold purchased this hardware store from Ed Johnson 24 years ago.
Mrs. Arnold has been managing the business since the death of her husband in 1940. She states that she has
no plans for the future, but we hope that when those plans do materialize, it will not mean that she will leave
Rib Lake."
CITIZENSHIP GRANTED IN CIRCUIT COURT "Before Honorable G.N. Risjord, Circuit Court Judge,
Frank Kulwiec, Clerk of Circuit Court, and Howard A. Wessels, Inspector, the following persons were
admitted to citizenship: Walter Bacholl, Rib Lake; Anna Kusek, Rib Lake; Charlie Krueger, Rib Lake;
Joseph Fred Donner, Rib Lake; Ewald Graumann, Rib Lake..."
NOTICE "To all employees of the RLLC: there will be a union meeting at the bowling alley building at 7:30
p.m. tonight (Thursday). You are invited to attend." Signed Albert Knop.

The building was located on Lot 7, Block B of McComb's
Racing Park Addition. In the 1970's Tom Carroll operated the
Coast-to-Coast store at that location. In 2008, the site is
occupied by the Genesis Youth Center at 818 McComb Ave.

Under the leadership of Albert "Al" Knop, Jr., the union
successfully negotiated a labor contract with the RLLC.
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DEWSZ-BULLIS "At an informal wedding at St. John's Catholic Church at 9:00 Saturday morning, June 3,
Miss Janet Dewsz, daugther of Mr. and Mrs. George Dewsz, became the bride of Wayne Bullis, son of Mr.
and Mrs. William Bullis, all of Rib Lake. Rev. E. Gengler, pastor of the church, performed the ceremony. ¶
The bride was becomingly dressed in an orchid tailored suit and black hat. She carried a prayer book. Her
corsage was of white and orchid flowers. She was attended by her friend, Mrs. Lucille Hanson, and Miss
Alyce Daus, a cousin. ¶ The groom was attended by his brothers, Glen and Dale Bullis. ¶ A wedding supper
was served at the National Hotel at 5:30 to 30 guests. ¶ The groom is employed at the RLLC mill and the
bride as a clerk in the post office. Both are graduates of the local high school. They will make their home in
the upstairs apartment in the William Berfield residence. Out of town guests at the wedding were Mr. and
Mrs. George Gruener of Medford."
EMPLOYEES ELECTION RESULTS 84-72 IN FAVOR OF UNION "The election among employees of
the RLLC, which was held last Thursday under the direction of the War Labor Board, to determine whether
or not the CIO should be the bargaining agent for the employees, resulted in a vote of 84-72 in favor of such
question. It is now up to the War Labor Board to determine whether a union local shall be organized among
the employees of the company and when."
CAPTAIN KUREK RETURNS AFTER 23 MONTHS IN EUROPEAN THEATER "Captain A.L. Kurek,
25, son of Mr. and Mrs. Anton Kurek, Rib Lake, has returned to this country after serving as fighter and
bomber plane test pilot in the European theater for 23 months. He is now being processed through the ArmyAir Force Redistribution Station #2 in Miami Beach, Florida, where his next assignment will be
recommended."
TALK A MOVIE "At the Fred Lietz home, every Wednesday night. Show starts 8:30 sharp. Sponsored by
Max L. Gall, Medford."
COUNTY ELECTION PROMISES TO BE QUIET AFFAIR "There is no opposition for any county office
in the primary election except for that of sheriff. Herb Curran and Harry Dietzman, both Republicans, are
seeking the nomination of that office. Others to file for reelection are: Harold O. Rusch, County Clerk; J.J.
Fleischmann, Treasurer; G.A. Gowey, Register of Deeds; Frank Kulwiec, Clerk of Circuit Court; Carl N.
Nelson, Assemblyman; C.R. Claussen, Surveyor. ¶ Clarence Simon, who was appointed to fill the vacancy
in the office of District Attorney some months ago, has filed for the nomination. ¶ The Republican Party was
the only party represented in the filing for county nominations."
POWER COMPANY DISTRICT OFFICE BEING MOVED TO RIB LAKE "The deal was completed on
Tuesday whereby the City of Medford takes over the interest of the Lake Superior District Power Company
in that city. The district headquarters of the company will be moved to Rib Lake, where it will be located in
the north part of the Rib Lake Herald building. ¶ E.L. Allman is manager of this office and will move his
family here as soon as suitable living quarters can be found. Louis Bruejl and James Ward, maintenance
men, will also move to Rib Lake. Clarence Tippelt, who moved here from Medford about 6 months ago to
take charge of the Rib Lake branch office, will also remain here under the new setup. ¶ The Village of Rib
Lake is very cordial in its welcome of this addition to the business of the Village. It is hoped that everything
possible will be done to find attractive living quarters for these families. ¶ The Medford district of the Lake
Superior District Power Company has charge of the office and maintenance for the Rib Lake, Ogema,
Westboro, Chelsea, Athens and adjacent rural areas."
LUMBERJACK KILLED BY FALLING LIMB "John Kurotnic, 58, lumberjack employed by the RLLC at
Camp 27, was instantly killed last Friday about 2:00 p.m. while at work. He was cutting down a tree when a
big limb fell from a nearby tree, striking him on the head. His neck was broken and he died instantly. ¶ The
remains were brought to town on the logging train and taken to the Taylor Funeral Home. The only known
relatives, two cousins in Indiana, were notified but were unable to come. Funeral services were held at 1:30
Tuesday from the funeral home. Rev. H.J. Holverson officiated. Interment was made at Lakeview
Cemetery."
LIBRARY NEWS "There will be children's story hour at the public library at 2:30 p.m. Saturday. All
children are invited. ¶ We received our long-awaited shipment of traveling library books on Thursday.
Among them is the book, "Alluring Wisconsin," which will prove interesting to those of us who like to read
about our rivers, forests, lands, parks - all of which go to make up our beautiful state, Wisconsin. ¶ Thanks
to Mr. Lord and Marion for the donation of books which will be ready for the shelves in a few days."

The union was successfully organized.

Captain Adolph Kurek had a distinguished career in the U.S.
Air Force. He is a brother to Lillian Thums, nee Kurek, 2008,
our oldest citizen.

In 1944, the Herald building stood where, in 2008, the parking
lot for Ed's IGA stands.

The reference to Mr. Lord is probably to Cyrus C. Lord,
RLLC accountant.

"A large number of steers belonging to the RLLC strayed onto the Carl Meier farm, doing a lot of damage to I take it the RLLC had beef on the hoof at one of its Lincoln
crops and gardens, Sunday night."
County logging camps. The steers wandered away before they
could be butchered.
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FRANK-BLECK "A pretty June wedding was solemnized at St. John's Church, Rib Lake, at 1:30 Saturday
evening, June 24, when Miss Isabelle Frank, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ferdinand Frank, became the bride of
Sergeant Elwood Bleck, son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Bleck, all of Rib Lake. Rev. O.E. Hoffmann read the
double ring service, and Mrs. Hoffmann contributed a special vocal selection. ¶ The bride's gown was a
white ninon and was fashioned with a long train and lace neckline. Her long veil was trimmed with lace. She
wore an off-the-face cap trimmed with seed pearls and a pearl necklace, a gift of the groom. Her bouquet
was of pink and white carnations. ¶ Miss Lucille Bleck, sister of the groom, acted as Matron of Honor, and
Mrs. Fred Vlach, sister of the bride, as bridesmaid. Both wore gowns of pink ninon with head piece to
match. ¶ The groom was attended by his friend, Sergeant John Hebda and Fred Vlach, brother-in-law of the
bride.
¶ A wedding supper was served to 85 guests at the home of the bride's parents, where the tables were prettily
decorated with pink and white streamers and candles in red, white and blue. ¶ Both of these young people
are graduates of the Rib Lake High School. The bride plans to return to her work with the Rhea
Manufacturing Company in Milwaukee. The groom, who has been stationed at an Army post in the Lucian
Islands for the past two years, will go to Camp Hoen, Californa, to be reassigned, following his furlough. ¶
Out of town guests who attended the wedding included Mr. and Mrs. Walter Kurth, Sheboygan; Mr. and
Mrs. Herman Rusch, Milwaukee; Mr. and Mrs. John Reich, Eau Claire; Mr. and Mrs. Harry Johnson,
Cornell; Sergeant and Mrs. Ogle Gilge and Anna Mae Weinszinger, Phillips; Mrs. Arthur Dorn, Milwaukee;
Miss Carol Carpiaux, Milwaukee; and Mrs. Art Knop, Wausau."
HONOR ROLL ERECTED ON SEIDEL LOT "The erection of an honor roll, which includes the names of
service men and women from the Village of Rib Lake and the Towns of Rib Lake and Greenwood, has been
completed. The names are neatly printed in black on a wooden form which is painted white. This roll has
been erected on the Seidel lot between the Seidel Store and the Herald office. ¶ This is a project of the Rib
Lake Commercial Club and has taken a considerable length of time to finish, in view of the difficulty in
getting the complete lists of names. A space is allowed for additional names."
ART'S PLACE NOW OPEN FOR BUSINESS "Art Schultz opened up his ice cream parlor and lunch room
in the new building on Monday evening. This building was formerly the old Gessert Meat Market and was
purchased by Mr. Schultz about 6 months ago. He had it completely remodeled and has made a most
attractive place out of it. The inside is nicely fitted to accommodate the ice cream business, which Mr. and
Mrs. Schultz carried on in the former location, and the lunch business which has been added. The building is
one of the nicest looking places on our Village business street. ¶ Mr. Schultz will give up the filling station
business, which he has conducted for some time."
MANY IMPROVEMENTS IN BUSINESS SECTION "There seems to be a united effort to improve the
looks of the Rib Lake street and taken all together, the effect is most noticeable. The Gamble Store is
having its face lifted. Proprietor Ed Prien is having a new plate glass front put in the store, which will add
much to the outside appearance of the building and improve the light and display of possibilities of the
interior. ¶ C.F. Jorgenson is giving his shoe store building a fresh coat of white paint. Louis Menning has put
up a new awning at his barber shop building. New inlaid linoleum has just been laid on the floor at the
Dodge Cafe. Other improvements up and down the street include several new window signs and minor paint
jobs."
"The International Woodworkers of America will hold a meeting July 13 at 8:00 at the Kotche building. The
purpose of this meeting is to elect all officers. Signed Ernest Krueger, Secretary."
NOT ONLY HOW FAST BUT HOW GENTLE "How 'natural' is the action of your milking machine? How
much at ease are your cows? These are the things which determine whether speed in milking is right or
wrong. With the Perfection Milk Master you get the only milker which has automatic control of suction for
each tit. This means action is gentle and natural and cows respond instantly, milking out quickly and
comfortably. The Perfection Milk Master available at Olsen Hardware, Rib Lake, Wis."
"Robert Bleck, Donald Everson, Walter Schwartz and Glen Bullis received notice Tuesday to report July 19
for induction."
JOSEPH PROBST, SR. "Joseph Probst, 80, died at Medford Hospital Saturday, July 15, following a stroke
of paralysis suffered five days earlier. ¶ Joseph Probst was born on April 22, 1864, in a province in
Germany. He came to this country about 60 years ago and was married, and two years later settled in this
community and for many years lived on the present farm in the Town of Rib Lake; his wife, Mary, preceded
him in death 11 years ago. ¶ Survivors are 3 sons and 2 daughters, Joseph, Jr., Town of Rib Lake; Henry,
Kenosha; Alex, Town of Greenwood; Anna, Seattle, Washington; and Helen Pugulop, Washington; as well
as 22 grandchildren. ¶ Funeral services were held at the Greenwood Catholic church, of which the deceased
was a member. The Rev. Schweiterman officiated. Pallbearers were Donald Dums, Otto Thums, Leonard
Thums, Henry Dums, Lawrence Thums and John Thums."

The Seidel Store occupied Lot 1, Block C of McComb's
Racing Park Addition; it stood on the northwest corner of
Landall and McComb Ave. In 2008, it is operated as Ed's
IGA.

The Gessert Meat Market stood just north of the Little
Bohemia. It occupied block B, Lot 3, McComb's Racing Park
Addition. Schultz's D-X Gas Station stood on the NE corner
of Fayette and McComb Ave.

The Gamble Store was located at 740 McComb Ave.; it is on
Lot 9, Block B of McComb's Racing Park Addition. In 2008,
the building is the Rib Lake Music Store.

A union had come to the RLLC.
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"Hot beef sandwiches sandwiches served Saturday and Sunday at the National Hotel. adv"

This small ad was inserted in three locations within the text of
news articles within the Herald.

PFC. LAWRENCE MATHIAS KILLED IN ACTION IN PACIFIC WAR THEATER "The community was
saddened and the war which our boys are fighting on foreign fields brought a little closer to home, when Mr.
and Mrs. Henry Mathias received word on Tuesday morning that their son, Pfc. Lawrence L. Mathias, of the
United States Marine Corps, had been killed in action in the Pacific Theater. The telegram from the War
Department did not give any date or name of the place where his death occurred. But Lawrence was with the
Second Marine Division which, according to news dispatches, has been in the thick of the fighting at Saipan
in the Mariannas Islands. ¶ Lawrence G. Mathias was born on Oct. 10, 1923, in Rib Lake and was a graduate
of the local high school with the class of 1942. He enlisted in the Marine Corps on Jan. 3, 1943, and received
his training at San Diego, California. He left the US for overseas on Dec. 23, 1943, without being granted a
furlough.
¶ Besides his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Henry Mathias, the young man is survived by four brothers, Dan, in
training for the Navy at Great Lakes, Illinois, and Henry, Jr., Glen, and William at home; also two halfbrothers, Walter, Wauwatosa, and Ray, Los Angeles, California, and two half sisters, Mrs. Elmer Taylor and
Mrs. Earl Edens, Rib Lake. ¶ The family received a letter from Lawrence, which was written July 1 and
which now brings them comfort and realization that he was prepared to make the supreme sacrifice. ¶ The
closing paragraph which reads: "I read my prayer book a lot and really enjoy it. I am sure God is with me, so
don't worry," is a true testimony to the faith which he embraced. ¶ The deceased lad was a member of St.
John's Catholic Church, where a requiem high mass was held for him at 8:00 Thursday morning, with the
substitute pastor, the Rev. Green, officiating."
LIONS CLUB CUTS PULPWOOD FOR UNCLE SAM "Belying the popular belief that luncheon club
members are all soft for lack of manual labor, the Lions Club of Brimley, Michigan, recently made a notable
contribution to the Victory Pulpwood Campaign. ¶ The club turned out in a body one day to cut pulpwood in
a nearby national forest, after arranging to obtain stumpage. Their fellow citizens kidded these men when
they took to the woods. But the laugh was on their critics when the Lions Club members returned. ¶ For in
one day these luncheon members cut 2 carloads of pulpwood - an average of 100 sticks for each member.
The prize cutter was an assistant US Forest Ranger. ¶ It is such a spirit as this that is winning the war on the
home front, as well as on the battlefield. The Brimley Lions Club has heard that Uncle Sam needs lots of
pulpwood this year, and they wanted to do their bit. ¶ Other men's clubs in pulpwood areas would do well to
follow Brimley's example. And other luncheon clubs might organize similar junkets into the woods. The
outdoor work would help them personally, and the money they got for the pulpwood could be well invested
in war bonds."
"Regis Niggemann suffered a fractured left arm last Friday when he attempted to crank the family tractor." Some tractors still had hand cranks rather than self-electric
starters.
STAFF SERGEANT DAN THUMS MISSING IN ACTION "Mr. and Mrs. George Thums, Sr., received a
telegram from the War Department stating that their son, Staff Sergeant Dan Thums, was missing in action.
¶ It had been some time since the family had heard directly from Dan, and at that time he was still in Africa,
but it is thought that he had gone to Burma or China Theater. No details as to the time and place were given
in the government message. ¶ As the message stated "missing in action," we are all hopeful that further news
to the effect that he has been located, or at least taken prisoner, will be received soon."
1700 WISCONSIN WAVES WERE PROUD TO CELEBRATE WAVES SECOND BIRTHDAY "Will you The Leathem D. Smith Company had a major ship-building
share their pride? The time is now! The need is great! For women who - 1. Are between the ages of 20 and facility at Sturgeon Bay, WI. During WWII, dozens of
35, inclusive; 2. Have had at least two years of high school; 3. Are in normal good health; 4. Have no
submarines were built at Manitowoc.
children younger than 18; 5. Are not engaged in essential war work. ¶ The Leathem D. Smith Ship Building
Company is proud to be building the Navy's ships. Will you help to release the men to man them? Join the
Waves - today. Leathem D. Smith Ship Building Company. Write to the WAVE office, 709 N. Water St,
Milwaukee, or go to your nearest recruiting service."
DIETZMAN DEFEATS CURRAN FOR COUNTY SHERIFF "The only contest in the primary election in
Taylor County was for the office of sheriff on the Republican ticket. Rib Lake votes went to Herb C. Curran
188 and Harry Dietzman 46. ¶ Harry N. Dietzman won the nomination for sheriff of Taylor County by a
margin of 488 votes over his opponent, Herbert C. Curran."
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LOCAL YOUNG MAN SUCCESSFUL INVENTOR "Francis L. Kurek of 455 N. Waller Street, Chicago,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Anton Kurek of Route 1, has successfully invented an instrument which is proving of
great value to his employers, the Continental Can Company, Inc. of Chicago. Mr. Kurek is employed by his
company as a chemical engineer. ¶ His invention has been called the Kurek solder analyzer by his company
and is an instrument for determining the tin content for tin-lead solders containing 0-10% tin. Before this
instrument was put into use, this process took expert chemists many hours, where now the same test can be
accomplished by an ordinary workman, and a complete determination can be made in approximately 4
minutes with remarkable accuracy. ¶ The Continental Can Company, Inc. is the largest manufacturing
company of its kind in this country. ¶ Mr. Kurek was a local boy, growing up here and being a graduate of
the local high school. He is a brother of Mrs. Edwin Thums."
"Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Kroll of Milwaukee are the parents of a baby girl born August 7. The baby has been
named Nancy Ann and weighed 7 pounds and 11 1/2 ounces at birth. Mrs. Kroll is the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Ben Gacek of this Village."

Mrs. Edwin Thums is Lillian Thums, who in 2008, is a
remarkably healthy, outgoing person, still living in the Village
at age 92. The Kurek farm occupied the N 1/2 - SW 1/4, Sec.
18, Town 33, Range 3 East.

Four days ago, April 4, 2008, I had the pleasure of talking
with Nancy Ann Kroll. I learned that the name Kroll is Polish
for either king or rabbit. During the 1980's, she ran Nancy's
Family Store on McComb Ave.

WISCONSIN WOOD PRODUCTS TO MOVE TO PHILLIPS "The Wisconsin Wood Products Company,
Inc. is now moving machinery and equipment from this Village to Phillips. Their office, which has always
been located in Rib Lake, will also be moved there in the near future. ¶ Mrs. Florence and Bertha Zielke
have resigned their office positions in Rib Lake, the former at the bank and the latter at the RLLC office, to
work in the new Wisconsin Wood Products Office at Phillips. Mrs. Emma Winslow, who has been
employed in their Rib Lake office, has accepted employment for Ed Stamm."
PRIVATE RUSSELL BULLIS KILLED IN FRANCE "Another one of those telegrams from the War
Department, which we so dread, was delivered to Mr. and Mrs. William Bullis on Monday evening, stating
that their son, Private Russell Bullis, had been killed in action in France on August 12. No details were
given, but the family has known for some time that Rusty, as he was familiarly known, was in the front line
fighting. ¶ Russell Bullis was born July 1, 1924, at Antigo, and the family moved to Rib Lake one year later.
He grew to manhood here, attending the local schools. He was a graduate of the high school with the class of
1942 and in his senior year was picked as the all high school athlete. ¶ Rusty entered service in March 1943,
and the following October went overseas, where he spent some time in England before the invasion of
France. ¶ Beside his parents, he is survived by 4 brothers, Wayne, Dale and Laurin of Rib Lake, and Glen,
who is in boot training at Great Lakes, Illinois.
¶ He was a member of St. John's Catholic Church, Rib Lake, and the local Catholic youth organization. ¶
Memorial services will be held at the Catholic Church on Monday at 9:00 a.m. Glen Bullis is expected home
from Great Lakes for the service. ¶ The Herald joins with the many friends of the Bullis family in extending
sympathy."
JOSEPH PFEIFFER "Joseph Pfeiffer, 75, died on August 23, 1944, in Pontiac, Michigan, after an illness of
2 years' duration. ¶ Joseph Pfeiffer was born on Sept. 8, 1868, in Austria, and was married in 1892. The
family came to this country in 1904 and settled near Rib Lake. ¶ 10 children were born to the Pfeiffers, all of
whom survive. They are, Mrs. Martin Pertmer and Joseph Pertmer of Oshkosh; Peter, Rudolph, Matt, and
Frank of Pontiac, Michigan; Mrs. Lynn Jones of Bruce, Wis; Mrs. Louis Yanko; Mrs. Albert Schreiner and
Mrs. Henry Jensen of Rib Lake. Deceased is also survived by 37 grandchildren and 10 great-grandchildren.
His wife preceded him in death in 1922. ¶ Mr. Pfeiffer made his home in this community until a couple of
years ago, when he moved with his son, Frank, to Pontiac, Michigan. ¶ The remains were brought here, and
funeral services were held on Monday from St. John's Catholic Church, of which deceased was a member.
Pallbearers were Mr. John Mauch, Alphonse Kollman, Joseph Schneck, Charles Seidel, Joseph Szurek, and
Joseph Heindl. Interment was made at Lakeview Cemetery."
PROMOTED TO MAJOR "Adolph Kurek, son of Mr. and Mrs. Anton Kurek of Route 1, has recently been
promoted to the rank of major from captain. Major Kurek, who has seen overseas duty, is now stationed at
Patterson Field, Ohio."
CHILDREN QUARANTINED IN EFFORT TO CHECK SPREAD OF POLIO "Owing to the development About 1960, Dr. Jonas Sauk of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania,
of several new cases of infantile paralysis in this immediate vicinity, the schools in the Village of Rib Lake pioneered the medical breakthrough which resulted in an antiand Towns of Greenwood and Rib Lake have been closed for a period of two weeks in an effort to check the polio vaccine.
further spread of this disease. ¶ The quarantine which has been placed on all children enrolled in schools in
these districts and all others under 20 years of age, not previously gainfully employed, requires that they do
not leave their own premises. Parents are held responsible in seeing that this order is complied with. ¶ Dr.
Francis Cline, State Health Officer, has been in Rib Lake this week to confer with the local health authorities
and agrees with them that the safest means of checking the spread of infantile paralysis is a quarantine of all
children. She stated that similar measures are being taken in many other places throughout the state where
the disease is prevalent."
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FARMERS FEED STORE OPENS IN NEW LOCATION SATURDAY "Roy L. Brown announces that the The Bogumill building was and is located on McComb Ave.
Farmer's Feed Store will have a grand opening in its new location, the Bogumill building on Main Street,
on Lot 6, Block A of McComb's Racing Park Addition. In
Saturday, Sept. 9. Details of this opening will be found in his advertisement on another page on this paper." 2008, the building still stands and sports the street address of
728 McComb Ave. In 1908, Stephen A. Konz ran a
department store there. In 1920, the Bogumill brothers bought
the building from Peter Lieg, d/b/a "The Big Store."

"Private Robert Bleck, son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Bleck, Sr., who left last month for induction, is now at
Camp Wheeler, Georgia, for his training."
MILLARD KAPITZ ELECTED LEGION COMMANDER "Lehman Post #274, American Legion, held an
annual election of officers at their regular meeting last Thursday evening. Millard Kapitz was elected
Commander, Art Johnson, First Vice Commander, George Seidel, Second Vice Commander, Walter
Frieberg, Adjutant, L.L. Arnold, Finance Officer, Verl Bokath, Historian, and Oscar K. Olson, Sergeant-atArms. Lunch was served following the business meeting. ¶ The local legion post has recently purchased the
Art Swanson building on Main Street, and plans are being made to make some improvements on the
building in order to put it in shape as a meeting place for the organization."
Health
FORMER RIB LAKE TEACHER VICTIM OF POLIO "Mrs. Floyd Kispert of St. Paul, who will be
remembered by Rib Lake people as Miss Agnes Bottelsson, teacher in the local high school about 15 years
ago, is a victim of the paralysis epidemic which is sweeping the country. She is confined to a St. Paul
hospital and is completely paralyzed on the right side."
Obituary
HERMAN H. GNOTKE "Herman H. Gnotke, died at the Veteran's Hospital at Wood, Wisconsin, on
Saturday, Sept. 9, after an illness of 2 years and 8 months' duration, a good share of which time he spent in
the Veteran's Hospital. ¶ Herman H. Gnotke was born on Sept. 26, 1889, at Rib Lake and spent most of his
life, with the exception of time during the first World War when he served in the Army, a part of that time
being overseas. ¶ Survivors include 5 brothers and 4 sisters. They are Frank, Lake City, Minnesota; Charles,
a patient at Wood, Wisconsin; Emil, Rib Lake; William, Spirit; Albert, who is in the Army and stationed at
England; Minnie (Mrs. Otto Schelow), Pipestone, Minnesota; Mrs. Maida Hauch, Rockford, Illinois; Mrs.
Leo Gummo, Rib Lake; and Mrs. Fred Fravert, Loyal, Wis. ¶ Funeral services were held Tuesday at Wood,
with the resident chaplain in charge. Interment was made at the Wood Cemetery. Emil Gnotke and Mrs. Leo
Gummo of this Village, William Gnotke of Spirit, Mrs. Fred Fravert of Loyal and Mrs. Maida Hauch and
sons of Rockford went to Wood to join Charles Gnotke in attending the Last Rites."
Spirit & Businesses "A creamery meeting was held at the Town Hall Wednesday evening to decide about selling the Spirit
Creamery. A decision was made to sell to the Laab Dairy Company at Westboro."
J.J. Kennedy & "Mr. and Mrs. Harold Kennedy, who have spent the summer at their place in Canada, arrived Wednesday
family
evening for a visit at the home of the former's sister, Miss Anna Mae Kennedy."
Businesses &
HERREM RETIRES AFTER 50 YEARS OF BUSINESS "A deal was completed this week in which Arndt
People
Herrem sold his tailor shop to Don Thielke of Medford. Mr. Herrem has conducted this business in Rib Lake
for almost 50 years, coming here with his wife in 1895. His eyesight and hearing have failed in the past few
years, making it difficult for him to continue with his work. He states that now he will take a vacation, the
first one in all of his years of residence in Rib Lake. ¶ Mr. Thielke, who is well known to Rib Lake people, is
making some repairs and changes in the store building and he expects to be able to care for all the needs of
the people of this community for cleaning and repair work. He will also carry a line of gents' work clothing.
Mr. Thielke has over 40 years' experience in this kind of work with the Medford Laundry and understands
the business. We welcome him to the business of the Village."
Schools
HIGH SCHOOL ENROLLMENT INCREASED BY 20%. "Now that the school enrollment has been
completed, the figures show an increase of 20% in the high school. A total of 175 students are enrolled in
the high school, as follows: freshmen 53, sophomores 48, juniors 37, seniors 37. ¶ Registration in the grades
show 216."
Clubs/Orders
"Miss De Lorr Hayward was guest of honor at a surprise gathering of the Rib Lake members of the Eastern
Star at the home of Mrs. Ed Prien Saturday afternoon. Miss Hayward is leaving soon to take up her new
duties with the state school at Sparta. She was presented with a gift by the ladies."
Agriculture &
SET OF HEAVY 1 3/4" TRACES TEAM HARNESS, $110 VALUE, SPECIAL AT $94.50, OLSON
Businesses
HARDWARE, RIB LAKE"

In 2008, the former Art Swanson building site, Block B, Lot 6
and 7, Mccomb's Racing Park Addition, is part of the Genesis
Youth Center. Doc. #12548 is a photo of the Swanson
building c. 1910.

In 2008, Emil Gnotke is a resident at the Wisocnsin State
Veteran's Home at King, Wisconsin.

Harold Kennedy was a son of Hugh J. Kennedy, a brother of J.
J.
I do not know how Don Thielke did running this business. I do
know that by 1972 he was no longer employed at Rib Lake
and was a deputy sheriff for the Taylor Co. Sheriff's Dept.
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Businesses & Rib FARM ORGANIZATION BUYS THEATRE BUILDING "A deal was closed the first of the week in which
Lake - Village
the Farmers Equity Union Cooperative Shipping Association purchased the building which now houses the
Lake Theatre from Ed Johnson. The organization plans to start a feed store at this location. ¶ The local
theatre is one asset to the pleasant life of our little village and many people are reluctant to see it closed up.
A committee from the Commercial Club is to meet with the members of the Farmer's Union on Friday
evening to see if there is not some way in which the theatre can be retained."
Obituary
MRS. AUGUST KRUSHAT "Mrs. August Krushat was born March 1, 1861, in Tauroggen, Russia. In the
land of her birth she received her religious education and training. In 1896 she was married to August
Krushat and in 1900 she, with her family, came to America, settling in Rib Lake, where she has lived ever
since, with the exception of the past year. ¶ Mrs. Krushat was in ill health for a long time and this past
September 5 suffered a stroke of paralysis. ¶ She died Monday night, Sept. 11, at the Medford Hospital. The
husband and three children predeceased her. ¶ The following are left to mourn her departure: Mrs. George
Odau (Emilie), Westboro; Emil of Chicago; Mrs. Sherbin (Martha), Green Bay; 11 grandchildren, 3 greatgrandchildren. ¶ Funeral services were held at the Taylor Funeral Home and at St. John's Lutheran Church,
the Rev. O.E. Hoffmann, pastor, officiated. Interment was at the Lakeview Cemetery."
Businesses & Rib SOUTH SIDE GARAGE SOLD TO MILWAUKEE MAN "Robert Wensel has sold his South Side Garage
Lake - Village
to William Gates of Milwaukee. The deal was completed on Sept. 22. The new owner will take possession
in the near future. The family will occupy the apartment above the garage. Besides Mr. and Mrs. Gates, there
are two daughters. ¶ Mr. and Mrs. Wensel have bought a home in Green Bay and will move there soon. The
Wensels have been Rib Lake residents for the past 19 years."
Clubs/Orders
FARM UNION NEWS NOTES "By Ella M. Leonard, Corresponding Secretary. The Rib Lake Farmers
Union held its monthly meeting Sept. 20 and new officers were elected as follows: President Carl Seidel;
Vice President Fred Freiboth; Secretary-Treasurer Art Geiersbach. Ernest Gerstberger was elected delegate
to the State Convention with Joseph Kauer as alternate. ¶ A dance was planned for the 30th of September. ¶
Lunch was served by Mrs. J. Blennert and Mrs. C. Grow. The evening, following the business session, was
spent playing cards."
Greenwood &
HIGHLAND SCHOOL NEWS "Reporter - Elaine Schwoch. The 7th and 8th graders wrote poems for
Schools & Rusch language class last week. The following poem entitled "Fall" was one of the best ones and was written by
Conrad Roder, Grade 8. ¶ What a joy it is to know fall is here, ¶ my favorite season of all the year. ¶
Rambling through piles of colored leaves, ¶ digging potatoes, harvesting the corn, ¶ getting the cows from
the meadow in the morn, ¶ starting for school as the clock rounds 8, ¶ peddling fast so I am not late, ¶ then
rounding the lane as the clock strikes 4, ¶ yes, thinking that fall is here once more."
Agriculture &
"The Greenwood Farmers Union held its monthly meeting Saturday evening at the Greenwood Town Hall.
Greenwood &
Guest speakers were Miss Ethel Saxon and Mr. McFetridge."
Clubs/Orders
People
"Mr. and Mrs. Carl Marschke have sold their property on the south side of Rib Lake to Joe Metzler of
Medford."
War - Soliders
PRIVATE HARRISON TALBOT KILLED IN SOUTH PACIFIC "Harry Talbot received a telegram from
the War Department Saturday stating that his son, Private Harrison Talbot, had been killed in the
performance of his duties somewhere in the South Pacific. Harrison was a member of the U.S. Marine
Corps. ¶The last the family heard directly from the boy was about 6 weeks ago and at that time he was
getting along fine. No details are known as to the circumstances of his death. The telegram stated that a
letter would follow. ¶ Harrison Talbot was born at Oshkosh, Wisconsin, but spent most of his childhood in
Rib Lake where he attended grade school. He was the grandson of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Talbot. He would
have been 20 years old had he lived until Nov. 25. He enlisted in the Marine Corps on Jan. 10, 1943, and
was sent overseas the following September. ¶ The Herald joins the many friends of the Talbots in extending
sympathy at this time."
Politics
WE LOST THE LAST WAR AT THE PEACE TABLE - DON'T LET IT HAPPEN AGAIN - RE-ELECT
ROOSEVELT. ¶ While Republican politicians roam the country today talking glibly about "world
cooperation" and "world peace," the blood of American boys stain the soil of foreign lands as the price of
Republican isolationism. ¶ Remember as you read the casualty list...remember when you cast your vote...a
Republican-controlled Congress voted down the League of Nations after the last war; Republican
administration scrapped our navy, cut our army to a helpless skeleton, closed their eyes to the dangers of
war..."
War - Soldiers
PVT. HENRY WARNER MISSING IN ACTION "Mr. and Mrs. Lee Warner received a telegram from the
War Department Wednesday that their son, Private Henry Warner, is missing in action. Henry has been in
the Italian Theater of war for the past year. Hope is being held that Henry will be located and found safe."

The first Lake Theatre stood in the SW corner of McComb
and Fayette Avenue. In 2008, the American Legion park and
war memorial tank stands there.

The South Side Garage stood on the south side of Railroad
Street, just west of the National Hotel.

Their son, Carl Marschke, Jr., went on to be the founder and
owner of the Marquip Corporation of Phillips.
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GEORGE THUMS, SR. IN HOSPITAL AS A RESULT OF CAR CRASH "George Thums, Sr. was taken to
the Medford Hospital Friday night after suffering severe cuts about the head and face and a slight skull
fracture when he was thrown through the windshield of a car driven by Henry Wudi. ¶ The accident
occurred when the car driven by Wudi, also occupied by Mr. Thums and his nephew, Alvin Thums, failed to
make the turn east of the Sheep Ranch Creek bridge on the short cut road from Westboro. The car crashed
into the bank. Mr. Thums was taken to Dr. Horn's office for first aid, as he was bleeding badly. Several
stitches were taken in the cut on the head. He was later taken to the Medford Hospital."
Twentieth Century "AMERICA THE BEAUTIFUL" THEME OF CLUB PROGRAM "The ladies of the Twentieth Century
Club
Club met at the home of Mrs. James Upjohn Tuesday evening. Mrs. H.J. Holverson was assisting hostess. ¶
Following the usual salute of the flag and reading in unison of the collect, 27 members answered the roll
call. Mrs. Stanley Zielanis, music chairman, led in the singing of the federation song and several other
songs. Miss Hester Hutchinson was at the piano. ¶ During the business session of the meeting, the Club
voted to make a contribution to the National War Fund drive now being held in our Village. It was also
decided to again act as agents for subscriptions for McCall's magazine. Miss Margaret Pike was accepted as
a new member and welcomed as such. ¶ The title of the literary program, which had been planned for the
evening, was "America the Beautiful," and Miss Ethel Saxon, Taylor County Home Agent, Medford, as the
speaker, was introduced by Mrs. Batzer. Miss Saxon took the words of the song "America the Beautiful,"
and illustrated each phrase with scenes in natural color, which she had taken with a movie camera. The
pictures represented many parts of the country and truly was a
Twentieth Century symbol of our land. Miss Saxon's remarks throughout the showing of the pictures helped her audience to
Club (cont)
realize that America holds for us all of the beauties of nature and is rich in points of historical interest. ¶
Following the showing of these pictures, Miss Saxon explained briefly her work in the county as home
agent. ¶ Mrs. N.P. Cupery of Medford was a guest of the Club. ¶ The hostess served delicious refreshments
consisting of pumpkin pie and coffee. ¶ The next meeting of the Club will be in the form of a Halloween
party with Mrs. John Freeck and Mrs. Irene Haack as hostesses. Miss Roder and the new members will be in
charge of the entertainment for that occasion."
Agriculture &
FARM UNION NEWS NOTES "The Rib Lake Farmers Union Local #332 called its regular meeting
Clubs/Orders
October 10. Besides the usual items of business attended to, Mrs. Ella Leonard was reelected as
Corresponding Secretary. ¶ A basket social was planned for November 14. There will be card games and
music for dancing. The Farmers Union extends an invitation to everyone for this occasion. ¶ After the
business meeting, cards were played and lunch served. Mrs. C. Grow and Mrs. E. Gerstberger were on the
serving committee."
Obituary
GEORGE BRAUN, SR. DIES AT AGE OF 95 "George Braun, Sr. who has been in ill health for the past
three months, died at the Medford Hospital at 3:30 Wednesday afternoon, the immediate cause of his death
being pneumonia. Mr. Braun was one of the oldest residents of this part of the country, being 95 years of
age. His body will lie in state at the Taylor Funeral Home until 9:00 a.m. Friday morning, when services
will be held from St. John's Catholic Church, following which the remains will be taken to Fond du Lac for
burial. ¶ A complete obituary will be published next week."
War - Soldiers
STAFF SERGEANT JOHN ECKHOFF IS LEAVING TODAY TO REPORT TO HOT SPRINGS,
ARKANSAS, WHERE HE WAS REASSIGNED TO DUTY. "He has spent a furlough at the home of his
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Edward Eckhoff."
Obituary
MIKE JOHNSON "Mike Johnson, 63, the Town of Rib Lake, died at General Hospital at Madison October
19. Mr. Johnson was born in Sweden and came to this country in his early youth. He is survived by his two
sisters, Mrs. St. Clair of the Town of Rib Lake and Mrs. Ellison of the State of Washington, and five
brothers, John of Tomahawk and Edward, Gust, Matt and Dave, all of the Town of Rib Lake. ¶ Funeral
services were held at the Taylor Funeral Home at 2:00 p.m. on Monday with the Rev. Even, Baptist Minister
of Medford, officiating. Pallbearers were Arthur Geiersbach, Andrew Olson, Harry Swanson, Frank Knorn,
Alfred Carlson and Mr. Junk. Interment was made at Lakeview Cemetery."
Obituary
GEORGE BRAUN, SR. "In the passing of George Braun, Sr. at the age of 95, Rib Lake loses one of its
oldest citizens. Mr. Braun, who died at the Medford hospital on Wednesday, October 18, was well known
throughout this territory as he was connected with the life of this Village as long ago as the early 1890's. He
was a real estate man and disposed of the great many acres of railroad property, and in this manner helped to
bring settlers to this part of the state. ¶ Deceased was born in Sheboygan on March 15, 1849. He was
married to Margaret Beau on Nov. 11, 1878. She died Dec. 17, 1936. Also preceding him in death were
three sons, John and Frank, who died in infancy, and Otto A., who died Jan. 23, 1933. Children surviving are
George F., Fond du Lac; Joseph, Calvary; Nora of this Village; Charlotte and Alma of Chicago; Leo E. (Jim)
of Fond du Lac; and William of San Diego, California. He also leaves 9 grandchildren and 3 greatgrandchildren.

The reference in the obituary to the sale of railroad lands is an
important one. On 5/4/1864 and 6/21/1866, Congress granted
to the Wisconsin Central every other section of real estate on
either side of its line through Taylor and other counties. This
included vast acreage around Rib Lake. George Braun, Sr.,
served as an agent for the Wisconsin Central in advertising
and selling that land to settlers.
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¶ A requiem high mass was held at St. John's Catholic Church, Rib Lake, on Friday, the Rev. Edward
¶ Earlier editions of the Herald carried George Braun, Sr.'s
Vonder Haar of Fond du Lac officiating. Pallbearers were John Mauch, Sr., John Schaack, Mike Yost, Frank autobiography and history of early life in Rib Lake.
Gehring, Millard Kapitz and Herb Curran. The remains were taken by Taylor Funeral Service to Fond du
Lac, where services were held from the Holy Cross Church at Mount Calvary, with burial in the adjacent
cemetery. Deceased was a member of St. John's Catholic Church and the Holy Name Society."
RIB LAKE SCHOOL NOTES "High School - Sergeant Walter Melaski, a Rib Lake High School Alumnus,
gave a very interesting talk on the war in the South Pacific at the high school on Monday afternoon. He has
just returned from that area, after spending 27 months in the combat zone. Sgt. Melaski holds two
presidential citations, stars indicating participation in four major battles, and the silver star. He told about
the Japanese suicides, food situation, treatment of prisoners, and answered questions which the pupils asked.
¶ Basketball practice was begun last week, and the organization of the yearbook, the "Chequamegon," was
started also. The movie "Seventeen" adapted from Booth Tarkington's famous novel, was shown to the high
school on last Friday. Jackie Cooper, the star of the film, and Bettie Field, his glamorous girlfriend,
furnished good entertainment for the audience. ¶ The teachers of the Rib Lake schools will be leaving for
Milwaukee to attend the Teacher's Convention during the early part of next week."
ALFRED KNOP SENDS GREETINGS FROM THE HAWAIIAN ISLANDS "Oct. 14, 1944 - Dear Les
[Arnold, Editor]. ¶ Guess it's about time I got on the beam and pay my subscription for the paper or I won't
be getting it anymore, but just did not notice when it ran out. Sure would not like to be without the paper, as
one can keep up with what is going on back at home that way. After 2 1/2 years things change quite a bit. ¶
Well, I am still at the same place and doing the same kind of work. It sure would seem good to get a
furlough once, but guess I'll have to sweat it out a while longer as there are fellows here that have more time
in and come first. ¶ Suppose most of the people there have their stoves warmed up for the winter by now, but
here it's pretty much the same the year round. It does get a little cooler in the winter months and more rain
but not enough to wear more clothes unless one goes to the show which we have outdoors. ¶ I saw Stanley
Hebda quite often when he was out here, but he has left now so there is no one here right now that I know of
from home.
¶ Guess this will be all for today as news is pretty scarce here. Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year. Seems early for this, but the Christmas packages and cards are coming already, so I guess
it won't be long. As ever, Alfred Knop."
ANNOUNCE RELEASE OF AGRICULTURE WORKERS "Due to the pressing need for additional
workers in the pulp wood and lumber products industry, the War Manpower Commission and the State
Headquarters of the Selective Service have arranged to release agricultural workers for work in industry
during the winter months of 1944 and early 1945. ¶ William E. O'Brien, State Director of the WMC, said
today: "Enormous increase in amounts of pulpwood and paper pulp as well as lumber products to be used as
material to manufacture and ship munitions, tractors, tanks, guns and airplane parts to the war fronts,
requires that thousands of workers will be needed in the northern woods to get out this necessary war
material," O'Brien said. ¶ He advised all present farm workers in the above age group, who will not be
needed on their respective farms for the next four months and who are willing to help the war effort by
logging pulpwood, to immediately contact their local Selective Service Board for their release.
¶ With the Allied Armies hammering their way into Germany and the American Navy blasting the border of
Japan, great amounts of pulpwood are needed immediately from Wisconsin's northwoods for manufacture
and shipment of equipment and munitions to these war fronts. ¶ Farm workers volunteering for this
emergency work will be rendering a highly patriotic service to the war effort, O'Brien and Smith asserted,
and upon the number who enter this work will depend that period of time the war will be shortened..."
CONSERVATION NOTES "A reduction in the price of trees sold for reforestation purposes, with the
charge to apply to all purchases by private landowners, was announced today by the Conservation
Department. ¶ Wisconsin farmers and farm youth obtained thirty million free trees from the Conservation
Department during the first 20 years of organized farm forestry work in the state, Conservation Director E.J.
Vanderwall said in reviewing the results of the 20-year-old project financed jointly by the United States
Department of Agriculture, the College of Agriculture, and the Conservation Department. More than half of
these trees were given to farmers in central Wisconsin counties where the state's shelter-belt project has
produced more than 8,000 miles of farm shelter-belt during the past 10 years. ¶ The generous policy of the
Department was necessary to promote demonstration forest plantings and shelter-belts, director Vanderwall
declared, but with the advent of the tree planting machine, which greatly reduces tree planting costs on open
lands, and with successful

Alfred Knop served as a cook in the Army, a job he very much
liked. Everyone knew him as "Fritzie."

During WWII laws prohibited individuals from quitting
certain jobs and taking other jobs.

Let's talk about the role of government for a moment. Should
tax dollars be spent on projects like those described? I think
so. I believe this program was a far-sighted, highly successful
and appropriate use of public tax revenues. ¶ On the very next
page of the Herald is a reelection advertisement plugging the
reelection of President Franklin Delano Roosevelt. The second
point in the advertisement reads "Reforestation of forest
lands."
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plantations in every county as examples, the Conservation Commission, upon recommendation of the
Department, has withdrawn the offer of free trees to private landowners for demonstration planting. At the
same time the Commission ordered a reduction in the price of trees grown and sold by the state forest
nurseries. ¶ Under the new schedule of prices, 2-year-old seedling trees will sell for $2 per thousand, 3-yearold seedlings will sell for $3 per thousand, and large 4 and 5-year-old transplants will sell for $5 per
thousand trees. ¶ Free grants of trees will continue to be made to towns, villages, cities, counties and school
districts, community forests, to non-profit clubs and organizations, such as Boy Scouts, American Legion
and Conservation Association for planting on their own lands, and to farm boys in 4-H or school projects,
who establish home nursery beds for growing seedling trees into larger stock for forest planting."
AN ADVERTISEMENT READING: "Our President ¶ The record. 1. National Income: 1932,
In the middle of this large ad is a picture of President Franklin
$39,912,000,000; 1940, $77,185,000,000. ¶ 2. Agricultural income: 1932, $2,354,000,000; 1940,
Delano Roosevelt.
$5,315,000,000; 1943, $14,000,000,000. ¶ 3. Employed: 1932, 26,502,000; 1940, $36,285,000. ¶ 4. Average
annual wage: 1932, $1,168; 1940, $1350. ¶ 5. Bank failures (rural only): 1929, 595; 1932, 1222; 1939, 42;
1943, 3. ¶ 6. Living wages for all workers: 7 to determine and maintain priority prices to farmers. ¶ THE
RECORD: 1. Electrified millions of farm homes. 2. Reforestation of forest lands. 3. Social security, A)
unemployment insurance, B) old age assistance. 4. Useful work projects for every community. 5. Insurance
of savings against bank failures. 6. Collective bargaining between employer and employee. 7. Took strong
action for preparation for war when war was inevitable. 8. Created the good neighbor policy.
¶ RE-ELECT HIM AGAIN. After faithful and efficient service, he deserves your expression of confidence
and THIS NATION AND THE WORLD NEEDS HIS VISION, EXPERIENCE AND STATESMANSHIP
FOR A PERMANENT PEACE ¶ You are not only voting for a president but also for a Commander-in-Chief
of our Army, Navy and Marines. ¶ Paid advertisement - authorized and to be paid for at a regular advertising
rate by Taylor County Democratic Committee, George F. Meyer, Chairman, Medford, Wis."
CLASSIFIED DEPARTMENTS - HELP WANTED "Girls-Women, 18-45, light factory war work; start 50
cents per hour; time and 1/2 over 40 hours; pleasant working conditions. Stroh Die Moulded Casting
Company, 525 E. Michigan Street, Milwaukee, Wis. WMC rules apply."
PAID ADVERTISEMENT "Authorized, written and paid for by the Republican Party of Wisconsin,
Thomas E. Kohlman, Chairman, Lorraine Hotel, Madison, Wis. For which $8 has been paid the Rib Lake
Herald. ¶ VOTE FOR DEWEY AND BRICKER [Here follows a photograph of the two candidates, Dewey
running for President against Roosevelt, and Bricker running for Vice President.] ¶ STOP WASTE AND
BUNGLING ¶ Every one of us is glad to pay taxes to bring this war to a successful conclusion. But nobody
wants to pay for New Deal bungling - for the kind of wasteful, extravagant administration we have had
during 12 long years. Your paycheck - your pay envelope - has less in them today because you have had to
support a mountain of New Deal red tape - because you have had to pay for government squabbles and
mistakes. Don't let this reckless government spending go on! You can end such bungling and waste by
electing THOMAS E. DEWEY. After 12 New Deal years, it's time to make a change!
¶ AFTER 12 YEARS, the New Deal still hasn't found the right answers! It hasn't found the way to solve
unemployment. That's why they are expecting another phase of unemployment when the war is over. Let's
end this defeatism - let's sidestep another ___riole. ¶ VOTE REPUBLICAN"
OFFICIAL BALLOT [The facsimile ballot published in the Rib Lake Herald for the Nov. 7, 1944,
gubernatorial election gave the following choices to Rib Lake voters.] Democrat - Daniel W. Hohn,
Progressive - Alexander O. Benz, Republican - Walter S. Goodland, Socialist - George A. Nelson, an
Independent - George Cozzine-Socialist Labor Party..."

I inserted this to show the background in which many
individuals from Rib Lake moved to the cities during WWII to
"do war work."
I am unable to decipher the one word in the ad. The ad went
on to endorse the election of Republican Governor Goodland
and other Republican state candidates, including Oscar
Rennebaum for Lieutenant Governor, Fred R. Zimmerman for
Secretary of State, John M. Smith for State Treasurer, and
John E. Martin for Attorney General.

Interestingly, the Democrats ran absolutely no one for Taylor
Co. offices. The Republicans had the following county
candidates: Harold O. Ruesch, County Clerk; Joseph J.
Fleischmann, County Treasurer; Harry M. Dietzman, Sheriff;
David H. Ruesch, Coroner; Frank Kulviec, Clerk of Circuit
Court; Clarence Simon, District Attorney; Glen A. Gowey,
Register of Deeds and Syrus R. Claussen [a Rib Lake resident]
for Surveyor. ¶ The Socialist Party ran the following county
candidates: Gustaf Harder, for Assembly; Louis Shadrick,
County Treasurer; Arthur Tout, Taylor Co. Sheriff; Joseph H.
Zielke, Coroner, and Leon W. Luick, Clerk of Circuit Court.
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COMMERCIAL CLUB MEETS AT HARPER LAKE RESORT "The Rib Lake Commercial Club met at
Harper Lake Resort on Tuesday evening. A delicious chicken dinner was enjoyed by all in attendance. ¶ The
business meeting was in charge of the Vice President, John Freeck. ¶ S/Sgt. Raymond Seidel, who is home
on furlough after serving some time in England, and Sgt. Walter Melaski of the Marine Corps, who is home
from serving in the South Pacific, were guests of the Club. The latter gave an interesting resume of his
experience in the war with the Japs and answered questions which were put to him. ¶ The members of the
Rib Lake Masonic Bottle Band were guests of the Club and entertained the group by playing a number of
selections."
Rib Lake - Village SMALL AMOUNT OF DAMAGE BY HALLOWEEN PRANKSTERS "Tuesday evening was Halloween
& Misc. &
and was observed in various ways throughout the Village. A number of parties were enjoyed by young and
Entertainment
old. The children got the usual thrill out of an evening which took the form of "trick or treats," demands by
masked youngsters to soap windows and other pranks by the older young people. However, on the whole it
was a fairly sane Halloween."
Rib Lake Herald STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP, MANAGEMENT AND CIRCULATION, ETC., REQUIRED BY ACT
OF CONGRESS "Of the Rib Lake Herald, published weekly at Rib Lake, Wis. For October 1944. ¶ 1. That
the name and address of the publisher, editor and managing editor and business manager is L.L. Arnold, Rib
Lake, Wis. ¶ 2. That the owners are L.L. Arnold and Florence Arnold, Rib Lake, Wis. ¶ 3. That the known
bond holders, mortgagees and other security holders owning or holding 1% or more of the total amount of
the bond, mortgages or other securities are: None. Signed L.L. Arnold, publisher."
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SPIRIT NEWS "Mr. Richard Marheine was seriously hurt Thursday when his team ran away while hauling
wood. He was thrown under the wagon. He was taken at once to Sacred Heart Hospital at Tomahawk. ¶ A
Halloween party was held at Liberty School. Most of the mothers attended. ¶ Members of the Norwegian
Lutheran Church are busy building a new foundation under the church at the present time."
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PREPAID MEDICAL CARE PLAN BEING WORKED OUT "A prepaid medical care plan has been
worked out between the Farm Security Administration and the Wisconsin State and Price-Taylor Medical
Society for certain borrowers from the Farm Security Administration, who wish to subscribe to it. ¶ The
Price-Taylor Medical Society is composed of doctors practicing in Taylor and Price Counties. However,
under the policy of free choice of physicians, physicians outside of Price and Taylor County may be selected
to take care of subscribers under the prepaid medical plan if they will sign the contract entered into by the
Farm Security Administration. ¶ Operation of the plan became effective on Nov. 1. Clients of the Farm
Security Administration of Price and Taylor County, who subscribe to it and make application for care, will
have the services of their doctor upon the payment of a stipulated amount. Obstetrical services are included
for the payment of an additional amount. The plan, however, does not include hospitalization, glasses, drugs
or serums of all kinds, radium, x-ray therapy, dental care, appliances, trusses, or care of nervous and mental
conditions, treatment for
tuberculosis or venereal diseases, except for gonorrhea in a newborn child, treatment of drug or alcohol
addiction, after so diagnosed, highly specialized services not available through participating physicians, and
for medical services to which the subscriber is entitled under the Wisconsin or Federal Compensation Acts.."

The Harper Lake Resort was headquartered at its bar and
restaurant located on the eastern arm of North Harper Lake, in
the SW 1/4 - SE 1/4, Section 2, Town 33 North, Range 2 East.
Michael Schmidt and his wife, "Ma" Schmidt, were the
owners and operators. The resort went through a series of
owners before closing in the 1970's.

One of the typical pranks at Halloween was to tip over
outhouses. Another typical prank was to put soap on
windows.

I am now going to include a portion of "local news" to give
the reader an idea of the typical news that filled column after
column in the Herald at the time: ¶ Sgt. and Mrs. Norbert
Mauch arrived Monday for a visit at the home of the former's
parents, Mr. and Mrs. John Mauch. Sgt. Mauch is stationed at
Robins Field, Georgia. ¶ Ernest Gerstberger accidentally
severed two toes from his left foot with an axe Tuesday
afternoon. A severed artery caused a considerable loss of
blood also. He was taken to Dr. Horn's office, where he was
treated, and later taken to the Medford hospital, where he was
given a blood transfusion and remained for further treatment. ¶
Mr. and Mrs. William Funk returned Sunday from Appleton,
where they spent the past week at the home of their son. ¶ Mr.
and Mrs. Ray Herman of Jackson, Wis, spent several days the
past week at the Albert Knop home. Mrs. Knop and two
children, Allen and Michael, accompanied them back to
Jackson for a visit. Mrs. Herman expects to undergo an
operation soon..."

The Norwegian Lutheran Church stood on the north side of
STH 86. In 2008, its former location is marked by a bell
inside a kiosk. It was not to be confused with the German
Lutheran Church, Zion Lutheran, at the junction of German
Settlement Road and County YY.
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RIB LAKE WAR FUND DRIVE OVER THE TOP "The local drive for funds for the National War Fund
came to a close last week, and Rib Lake Village met its quota of 400 with 100 to spare…F.P. Schaak acted
as the Chairman of the drive, with Mrs. Ed Martin, Mrs. Art Jepsen, Mrs. George Hoffmann, Mrs. Arnold
Krueger, Mrs. John Freeck and Mrs. Christine Steil as solictors.."

CONCEDED NATIONAL ELECTION TO DEMOCRATIC PARTY IN RECORD VOTE "With the
national return still incomplete, President Franklin D. Roosevelt was conceded the election by a wide margin
over his opponent, Gov. Thomas E. Dewey. Listed tabulation shows Roosevelt leading in 35 states and
Dewey ahead in 13 states...¶ In Taylor County, as well as in the Village of Rib Lake, voters remain loyal to
Roosevelt by a small margin. In the county 6,623 votes were cast in the national election, 3,215 in the
Democratic column, 3,199 Republican, 206 Socialist and 3 Socialist Labor. The Village of Rib Lake gave
208 for Roosevelt and 159 for Dewey. ¶ In the Town of Rib Lake, Roosevelt took 167, Dewey 100, Thomas
10 and Teichert 1."
Law & Rib Lake - LOCAL TAVERN KEEPERS CALLED ON THE CARPET "As a result of numerous complaints which
Village
have been coming to the Village Board recently, in regard to lax observance of laws by the local taverns, all
tavern proprietors within the Village were called before the Village Board at its regular meeting Tuesday
evening and given a warning that any further disregard of regulations would be met with action on the part
of Village authorities. ¶ Complaints which have been reported against the local establishments include
loitering of minors in taverns, selling liquors to minors, selling liquors to persons who have been blacklisted,
selling liquors to persons who are already intoxicated."
Schools & Fawn "A Mother's Club has been organized at the Fawn Valley School District with Mrs. Frank Frisbie as
Valley
President."
Health
TO COLLECT JARS FOR HELP-A-CHILD-FUND "The Help-a-child-fund jars, which were distributed in
the spring, will be collected by each Town Chairman this week. Our Taylor County Help-a-child-fund has
been helping needy children whose parents are not on relief, for the last three years. Teeth have been
extracted or filled, infected tonsils removed, much needed glasses have been acquired and cod liver oil
concentrate has been made available to many children. When an investigation by the County Nurse and a
doctor's examination shows this health care is necessary, the "Help-a-child-fund" pays, part pays or loans the
money as the situation demands. ¶ All of this is made possible by the money that has been collected in these
jars. If you have not contributed your nickel or dime or quarter to one of these jars, please do so this week.
Charity begins at home!"
Forests & War - [ADVERTISEMENT] WAR EMERGENCY CALLS FOR SPRUCE-BALSAM-HEMLOCK "To meet a
Soldiers
special situation, all pulpwood producers in this section are urged to concentrate their efforts on these
species. ¶ Your County Agent, or forester or mill buyer will give you helpful advice and assistance in cutting
and marketing more pulpwood to meet this critical war shortage. ¶ It is always well to have an understanding
on the sale of pulpwood before it is cut. By doing this you will be sure of the best price for your pulpwood
and be giving the greatest help in winning an early victory. Victory Pulpwood Committee. Signed Carl
Marschke and E.J. Synnott."
War - Soldiers & MILK PRICES ADVANCE "One cent per quart in the Village of Rib Lake, according to Office of Price
Agriculture
Administration regulations! This starts Thursday, November 16. Signed Niggemann Dairy."
Hunting & Church - MASS FOR HUNTERS "For the benefit for those who wish to go deer hunting early on Sunday morning,
Catholic - St. John there will be a mass at St. John's Catholic Church in Rib Lake at 5:00 Sunday morning."
the Baptist

People

WOMEN INJURED IN SATURDAY NIGHT CRASH "A car crash at about 12:30 Saturday night resulted
in serious injuries to two women passengers. Mrs. Emma Winslow, who was riding with Henry Rosenfeldt,
suffered a bad fracture of the left ankle, and Mrs. Julius [Martha] Gilge in the car driven by her son, Julius
Gilge, Jr., suffered a broken kneecap. The Rosenfeldt car was coming toward town and the Gilge car was
leaving the Village, when they collided head-on just west of the Lakeside Tavern on STH 102. ¶ Other
occupants of the Gilge car were Mr. Julius Gilge, Walter and Bernice and Mrs. Hugo Gilgo. Julius, Jr. had
his glasses broken and had to have two stitches taken for a cut on the forehead. The others in the Gilge car
and Mr. Rosenfeldt escaped injury. Mrs. Winslow and Mrs. Gilge were taken to Marshfield in the Taylor
ambulance and are being cared for at St. Joseph's Hospital. Both cars were badly damaged."

E.J. Synnott was then Walking Boss of the RLLC and was in
charge of all RLLC camps. Carl Reinhart Marschke was a
leading Rib Lake businessman heavily involved in the Rib
Lake Wood Products Company. Note the call for spruce,
balsam and hemlock pulpwood. These species were much
needed and in short supply.
The price that merchants could charge for foodstuffs was
tightly regulated during WWII. I cite this as an example.
The Herald elsewhere noted "the annual trek of the deer
hunters to the big woods has already begun, some of them
going early to get their camps ready for the big day, Saturday,
the opening of the deer hunting season. The open season,
which is for forked-horn bucks only will continue through
November 30, six days."
At that time STH 102 was on the north side of Rib Lake on
what is, in 2008, Lakeshore Drive.
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FARMERS UNION NEWS NOTES by Ella M. Leonard, Corresponding Secretary "The Rib Lake Farmers
Union Local #33 held regular business meeting November 14. The business was in charge of Carl Seidel,
President. Lola Bahnsen gave a report of the State Convention. She explained the programs and rules, which
was very interesting. She also explained the new checkoff the state is trying to put through. ¶ President
Seidel appointed the following as delegates to the quarterly convention: Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Leonard, Mr.
and Mrs. Fred Mielke, Mr. and Mrs. Fred Freiboth, Mr. and Mrs. Tony Krorn and Mr. and Mrs. Julius
Golder. ¶ Following the business session, sheeps head was played at 8 tables, Clarence Grow having high
score and Mrs. Fred Mielke second. 15 baskets were sold. Lunch was served by Mrs. Fred Mielke and Mrs.
Andrew Olson. A good time was reported by all."
HENRY WARNER REPORTED KILLED IN ACTION "Mr. and Mrs. Lee Warner received word from the
War Department the first of this week that their son, Pvt. Henry Warner, had been killed in action in the
Italian Theatre of war. They had previously had word that he was missing in action."
STAFF SERGEANT JOHN GACEK SERIOUSLY INJURED "Mr. and Mrs. Ben Gacek received a
The same edition of the Herald reported "Mr. and Mrs.
telegram from the War Department stating that their son, Staff Sergent John Gacek, had been seriously
William Gilge received word the first of the week that their
wounded in the fighting in Holland on Nov. 12."
son, Lt. Raymond Gilge, had been slightly wounded in action
in the fighting on the European front on Nov. 13."

RIB LAKE ASKED TO MAKE RED CROSS SOLDIERS KITS "The quota for Red Cross Soldiers Kits to
be made in the county chapter is 600, and of this amount the Rib Lake ladies have been asked to make 100.
The material will be received this week, and help in the sewing of these kits is urgently needed. They must
be finished by Feb. 15. Anyone who will help with this work should contact Mrs. Herbert Curran, Local Red
Cross Sewing Chairman. Here is a chance for all of the ladies to do something that will directly benefit our
boys in service."
Clubs/Orders
MASONS ELECT OFFICERS "The Rib Lake Lodge #346, Free and Accepted Masons, met in regular
The Rib Lake Masons met in Woodmen's Hall, Block A, Lot
session at the hall Wednesday evening. Officers for the ensuing year were elected as follows: W.M., Ed
3, McComb's Racing Park Addition. In 2008, it is a vacant lot
Prien; S.W., O.R. Thompson; J.W., L.L. Arnold; Treasurer, Earl Edens; Secretary, O.R. Reistad; Trustee for north of C&G (Cindy & Greg Hanke) gas station.
3 years, Art Schultz. Following the meeting those present were invited to the James Upjohn home, where
they enjoyed a social hour, and a lunch was served by Mrs. Upjohn. Mr. Upjohn, who is a member of this
order, has been ill for some time and is confined to his home."
War - Soliders
WORD FROM LT. MARK PINK FROM GERMAN PRISON CAMP "Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Tetzlaff
received a letter on Dec. 6 from the latter's brother, Lt. Mark Pink, stating that he is fine and gained back
some of the weight he lost when he first was imprisoned, following a bombing trip from an England base, in
which his plane was destroyed. Details of his life in a German prison are lacking, but it is good to know that
he is getting along fine and able to write a cheerful letter."
People
CARL RADTKES OBSERVE GOLDEN WEDDING "Mr. and Mrs. Carl Radtke, well-known residents of
long standing in this community, celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary with special services at St.
John's Lutheran Church."
Obituary & War - STAFF SERGEANT JOHN GACEK "Staff Sergeant John Raymond Gacek was born June 9, 1911, at
Soldiers
Minneapolis, Minnesota. He died Nov. 13, 1944 from gunshot wounds received while fighting for his
country on the front in Holland. ¶ He is survived by two children, Jackie, 11, and June, 12, of Milwaukee;
his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Ben Gacek, Rib Lake; one brother, Frank of Milwaukee; 7 sisters, Mrs. Stanley
Kroll and Marie and Eleanor of Milwaukee, Mrs. John Magnus, Chicago, Mrs. William Niggemann, Rib
Lake, and Gladys and Evelyn at home. Another brother, Stanley, died three years ago. ¶ Deceased had spent
many years as a heavy weight wrestler, traveling throughout the world in that profession. He was a member
of the Catholic Church. ¶ The sympathy of the entire community goes out to the Gacek family in their
sorrow."
RLLC
O.R. LUTZ RESIGNS AS SALES MANAGER "H.W. Johannes, General Manager of the RLLC, has
announced the resignation of Mr. O.R. Lutz, Sales Manager. ¶ Mr. Lutz is returning home to become active
in the management of the Val Verde Orchards, Donna, Texas, owned by himself and his brother, R.W. Lutz,
and will develop their direct package trade for citrus fruits. ¶ Mr. Arthur D. Ruff, Western Springs, Illinois,
has been appointed to fill the position of Sales Manager. Mr. Ruff has had long experience in northern
woods, having been connected with the Lake Independence Lumber Company, Big Bay, Michigan, for a
number of years, later for 7 years represented the Oconto Company in the Chicago area, and the past several
years acting as Mill Representative for several northern concerns, as well as doing a jobbing business."
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BUSINESSMEN BUY LOCAL THEATRE BUSINESS "The Lake Theatre business and equipment has
been taken over by a group of 4 local businessmen: Elmer Taylor, John Freeck, Ed Stamm and Millard
Kapitz. This was done in order to keep the theatre operating in Rib Lake. The group has made application to
the state for permission to form a corporation, and when their charter is received, will sell stock in the
corporation to a limited number of local people who are also interested in keeping a theatre in Rib Lake. The
new owners will take possession January 1 and announce that shows will continue as they have been. ¶ H.E.
Schwocho left Monday, expecting to be inducted into the service, but instead has been ordered to enter
defense work, which he will do in a few days. The new owners will take possession of the theatre business
January 1. ¶ The people of Rib Lake and surrounding territory will be very grateful to this group of men for
taking upon themselves this responsibility for the sake of continuing the service of the theatre to this
community. They will no doubt get the cooperation of the entire community."
Businesses
ADVERTISEMENT "Lake Theatre, Rib Lake, Wis. Special 4 day holiday attraction. "Going My Way," a
Paramount picture with Bing Crosby. Admission 20 cents and 50 cents, tax included."
Fire & Agriculture WILLIAM WILHELM'S BARN DESTROYED BY FIRE "The barking of their dogs wakened the William
Wilhelms family at their farm home north of the Greenwood Town Hall at about 1:30 a.m. Christmas Day,
and they discovered their barn in flames. The structure, which was comparatively new, was completely
destroyed, and with it 30 head of cows and heifers, one calf, a team of horses, hay and considerable
machinery. One cow and a bull were saved, as well as the family car, but only after one tire had been burned
and 7 windows in the car broken. ¶ When the blaze was discovered, neighbors and friends quickly gathered
to give what help they could. The cause of the fire is a mystery, as none of the folks around the place are
smokers. ¶ The loss is estimated at about $6,000 and was partially covered by insurance. This barn was only
built a few years ago to replace another barn, which was also burned."
Clubs/Orders
CLUB WOMEN DISCUSS NEGRO PROBLEM "The Twentieth Century Club met at the home of Mrs. R.
J. Voemastek on Dec. 19. ¶ An interesting program was presented by Mrs. Richard Berg. The topic of her
program was "Justice for the Negro Race." Assisting Mrs. Berg were Miss Austad, who gave an interesting
review of the life of the negro, George Washington Carver; Miss Roder, who reported on the life of Booker
T. Washington; Mrs. Elmer Taylor, who gave some interesting highlights on the life of the negro singer,
Marian Anderson; Mrs. Herman Jacob, who reported on the negro poet and writer, Paul Douglas Danbar.
There was also a debate on the subject of a negro family moving to our community, sending their children to
our schools, joining our church. Mrs. Upjohn and Mrs. Samuelson took the affirmative and Mrs. Earl Edens
and Mrs. Carl Marschke took the negative. An interesting discussion followed. ¶ A delicious lunch of
cranberry pudding with sauce was served by the hostess, Mrs. John Voemastek, and Mrs. Ray Voemastek."
Law & Agriculture NOTICE "I wish to inform the party who took the two sacks of chicken mash and the two sacks of dairy
feed from my trailer in front of the John Novak farm recently that he is known and that I wish him better
luck next time. Signed Paul Minarcini."
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CHAPLAIN WRITES CONSOLING LETTER TO MR. AND MRS. GEORGE THUMS "23 January 1945,
Mrs. Anna Thums, Route 1, Westboro, Wisconsin. Dear Mrs. Thums. ¶ I wish to extend to you our sincere
sympathy in the loss of your son, Staff Sergeant Daniel J. Thums, 36274384, Company I, 363rd Infantry. He
was killed in action July 9, 1944, in Northern Italy. ¶ The Company had just taken an important hill and the
orders were hold this hill. The Germans unleased a vicious counter-attack with artillery fire and mortar fire,
followed by infantry. Daniel was standing his ground valiantly when enemy artillery and mortar fire dropped
in around him. Shell fragments hit Daniel. Death was instantaneous. ¶ His body rests with his comrades-inarms in an American cemetery in Northern Italy, cared for by the American government. Catholic burial
services, consisting in part of the reading of Psalms 50 and 129, and the Canticle of Zachary, together with
the blessing of the body and the grave, were held by a Catholic chaplain.
¶ Your son was a noble soldier, and like a brave one, he fought the fight to the end, fulfilling by his example
the words of Our Lord, "Greater love than this no man hath that a man lay down his life for his friends." You
may certainly find great consolation in these words, which contain the pledge of the return of life in heaven.
For this supreme act of charity his memory will be honored among all of us who knew him. ¶ May God
bless, reward and strengthen you in the days to come. Sincerely yours, Joseph A. Lenk, Chaplain (Captain),
363rd Infantry."

See the Rib Lake Herald 9/29/1944. The old Lake movie
theatre was converted into a feed mill. In 1946, a new movie
theatre was built on the southeast corner of Landall and
McComb.

See the CDs of Rib Lake History: Documents and Photos, for
a stunning aerial photo of this farm.
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Rib Lake - Village NO COMPETITION ON VILLAGE ELECTION BALLOT "There will be no competition for several
& Politics
village offices at the spring election this year. Nomination papers have been filed by all the present
incumbents whose terms expire, but they have no opponents.¶ Village and township officers whose terms
have but one year in the past will now be elected for two years, according to the new state law, which goes
into effect with this election. ¶ The ballot for the Village of Rib Lake is as follows: ¶ For Village President Elmer J. Taylor. For trustees (3 to be elected) - Fred Niggemann, Arthur Schultz and Harold Zielke. For
Supervisor - G.L. Seidel. For Clerk - Frank L. Becker. For Treasurer - Herman Batzer. For Assessor - John
Mauch."
Forests/Wood
RUST CONTROL CAMPAIGN PROTECTS WHITE PINES "Wisconsin white pine stands, valued at $37
million, are being protected from blister rust damage by a constant program for the removal of currant and
gooseberry bushes (ribes), results of surveys reveal, according to Milton H. Button, director of the State
Department of Agriculture. ¶ One survey, in Portage County, shows the infection in white pine stands
increased from no infection in 1925, to 75% of all trees in 1935. In the fall of that year all bushes were
removed; during the 5 years that followed, there was virtually no increase in the number of infected trees,
Button said. ¶ Last year more than 1 millon currant and gooseberry bushes were pulled. White women were
employed in this work for the first time in the history of Wisconsin blister rust control work, said T.F.
Kouba, in charge of blister control in the state."
Obituary

ROBERT KLEMM, SR. "Robert C. Klemm, Sr., one of the pioneer settlers of this district, died at the
Medford Hospital from a heart ailment on March 17, 1945. ¶ Robert C. Klemm, Sr., was born on Feb. 26,
1873, at St. Louis, Missouri. He came to this community with his family at the age of 9 years. They settled
in the Town of Greenwood, which has been his home since that time. ¶ Deceased was a prominent farmer in
the Greenwood community. He was Town Chairman for 10 years. Had he lived until April 15, Mr. and Mrs.
Klemm would have celebrated their golden wedding anniversary. ¶ Survivors include the widow, Mrs.
Caroline Klemm, and 8 children: Ernest, Henry, Robert, Jr., of the Town of Greenwood; Arthur of Gurney,
Illinois; Ed of Milwaukee; Mrs. Emma Randall of Ronald, Washington; and Mrs. Rose Stibbe of the Town
of Greenwood; also 45 grandchildren and 3 great-grandchildren. ¶ Funeral services were held on Wed.
March 21, at St. Peter's Lutheran Church, of which the deceased was a member. The Rev. O.E. Hoffmann,
pastor, officiated. Pallbearers were Ben Krause, Fred Steinman, William Martin, Fred Jensen, Ed Klein and
Melvin Pollack..."
Spirit & Obituary CARL HILMER OLSON "Carl Hilmer Olson, pioneer settler of Spirit, was born in Sweden on June 10,
1846, and passed away at the home of his son, at the old homestead on March 30, after an illness of a few
weeks. He was 98 years, 9 months and 20 days old. ¶ Mr. Olson came to Price County on April 5, 1884. In
his youth he had been a sailor on sailing vessels, and he became a logger and farmer in his new land. He was
married to Maria Carolina Johnson in Sweden on Feb. 8, 1868. To this union were born 4 children. His wife
and 2 children preceded him in death. He was devoted to his family. ¶ He was an honest, hardworking man.
He was a man of his word. He lived a clean life. He delighted in playing and joking with children and gave
generously to them. Mr. Olson loved company and enjoyed visiting with his old friends. His birthday parties
were a particular source of pleasure to him.
Spirit & Obituary ¶ The Christian faith was a source of guidance and comfort to him during his life. He was a faithful member
(cont)
of the Methodist Church. ¶ He is survived by a son, Edwin of Spirit, and his daughter, Emma of Tomahawk,
21 grandchildren and 20 great-granchildren and one great-great-grandchild, as well as many friends. ¶
Funeral services were conducted by the Rev. Henry J. Holverson on April 2, at the Edwin Olson home and
at 2:30 p.m. at the Spirit Methodist Church."
Wolves
NO BOUNTIES PRIOR TO MARCH 11 "Predatory animal bounties cannot be paid by the state on animals
taken prior to March 11 of this year...¶ Wolves, foxes and wildcats are again now subject to state bounty
payments, but the carcass of the animal must be presented within 5 days after it is killed in order to validate
a bounty claim."
War - Soldiers & "Sergeant Harold E. Bleck, son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Bleck, Sr., has been awarded the combat infantry
Rusch
command badge for actual participation in combat against the enemy. Standards for this badge are high. The
decoration is awarded to the infantry soldier who has proved his fighting ability in combat. The handsome
badge consists of a silver rifle set against a background of infantry blue enclosed in a silver wreath. Sergeant
Bleck is with the 9th Army in Germany."

The white pine blister rust disease was inadvertently
introduced to America about WWI when infected seedlings
were brought from Russia. It spread throughout the United
States. It is a fatal disease, killing many white pine trees to this
day in the Rib Lake region - unless the infected limb is
removed before the pathogen enters the tree trunk. The
disease can also be controlled by destroying local currant
and/or gooseberry bushes - which serve as a necessary host.
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J.J. Kennedy &
family

4/27/1945

Wolves

ERLAND BLOMBERG KILLED "Pfc. Erland John Blomberg, only son of Arvid B. Blomberg, formerly of
Prentice, was killed in action over Germany on March 19. Erland was born in the Town of Spirit, Price
County, on April 8, 1925. He entered the service on August 4, 1943. He went overseas January 21, 1944. He
landed in North Africa and took part in the fighting at Cassino and the Anzio Beachhead. He also took part
in the Roma battle. He was with the 141st. F.A. Bn. in the Italian campaign and later served with the 7th
Army in the Southern France invasion of the Belfort Gap. He volunteered for bazuka and rifle grenade
gunner and was assigned to the 36th Division, with which he served until his death. ¶ Erland attended the
Rib Lake High School in the 1942-43 term."
FRANKLIN DELANO ROOSEVELT 1882-1945 "We humbly join with the countless millions who today The Rib Lake Herald did not have a direct announcement
mourn the loss of the world leader in those humanities that will one day set the whole world free. Signed
regarding the death of President Franklin Delano Roosevelt.
Rib Lake Herald."
The article I have just quoted was printed in the center of the
front page. There were no details regarding the death. Next to
that article the Herald printed the following: "PLEDGE
LOYALTY TO PRESIDENT TRUMAN. ¶ The American
people are united in the pledge and support to Harry S.
Truman, who took the oath as President of the United States
upon the death of Franklin D. Roosevelt last Thursday. ¶
President Truman steps into one of the most difficult situations
that any president in this great nation has ever been called
upon to face. He had no time to prepare himself for the duties,
but they were thrust upon him without a moment's notice.
Everywhere the question was asked "But what about Truman?
We know nothing about him." However, President Truman
has taken hold of the affairs of the country in a manner that
would indicate that he will carry on the war and do all within
his power to make the peace after the pattern planned by his
predecessor. He is a man of the people and

seems to understand the common man. ¶ Every true American
will give President Truman their whole-hearted support in the
hope that he will lead this great country to an early conclusion
of the war and in a peace that will banish war forever
throughout the world."
HERMAN W. JOHANNES DIES SUDDENLY FOLLOWING HEART ATTACK WED. "The community
was shocked and saddened Wednesday when it was learned of the sudden and untimely death of Herman W.
Johannes, 59, General Manager of the RLLC. ¶ Mr. Johannes suffered a heart attack while at work about 3:
30 Wednesday afternoon and death came shortly after. ¶ The remains were taken to Merrill and will lie in
state at the Taylor Funeral Parlors there from 11:00 a.m. Friday until 11:00 a.m. Saturday and then at St.
John's Lutheran Church in Merrill from 12 noon until 2:00, when the last rites will be held from the church,
with the Rev. Severts officiating. ¶ Mr. Johannes came to Rib Lake in April of 1939 from Neopit, to take
over the management of the RLLC. He was a man who was well liked and respected by the entire
community."
HAROLD KENNEDY "Mr. and Mrs. Harold Kennedy have been spending a few days at the home of the
former's sister, Miss Anna Mae Kennedy. They left Wednesday for Canada, where they will spend the
summer on their farm."
CONSERVATION NOTES "Madison, Wisconsin - One of these years the last doleful song of the native
wolf will be carried through the night air of Wisconsin, and its passing will sever another cord that ties back
to the state's former forest greatness, the Conservation Department said today. [At this point an ominouslooking charicature of a wolf face was printed in the Herald.] ¶ There will still be wolves and probably
always will be - the prairie coyote, a yapping little fellow, a thread in another type of outdoor fabric. But the
great policeman of the once great woods is passing, and it must be admitted that, while he ruled with a
fearsome ruthlessness, his outdoors is our modern model as to what an outdoor should be. Modern
civilization calls for the production of meat and comes into conflict with the competing predators, and so we
have bounties on meat eaters, including those of the wolf clan, the great timber as well as the coyote.

The CD on Rib Lake history documents contains considerable
correspondence to and from H.W. Johannes. The CD is
available at the Rib Lake Public Library.

Harold A. Kennedy was the nephew of J.J. and the son of
Hugh J. Kennedy. He died Oct. 16, 1961, and is buried with
his wife, Bessie, in the Rib Lake Lakeview Cemetery.
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Wolves (cont)

¶ There are difficulties in the way of protecting the timber wolf, but without him Wisconsin will be just that
much less of the original commonwealth. ¶ Explorers, trappers, traders, settlers and Indians knew well this
cry of the old forest master. It was a frightening voice that sent half savage dogs whimpering for human
protection. ¶ The state's timber wolf population probably fluctuates some from year to year, as is the way
with disappearing things, and William S. Feeney, Conservation Department Technician, who spends all his
time probing the way of forest things, estimates that no more than 30 of the large animals remain in the state.
Some year it will be noted that the timber wolf no longer shows up in the animal bounty bag, and another
phase of Wisconsin history will be closed. ¶ And the voice of those who made Wisconsin news so well will
be permanently stilled unless some successful enterprise may record it on phonograph records for the
advocation of future generations."
Obituary & RLLC HERMAN W. JOHANNES "Herman W. Johannes was born January 13, 1887. He died April 25, 1945,
following a heart attack suffered while at work at the RLLC office. He was 58 years of age. ¶ Mr. Johannes
married Margaret Hone. On April 14, 1939, they came to Rib Lake from Neopit to make their home. At that
time Mr. Johannes took over the management of the RLLC. He was well liked in this important position, and
the employees of the company, as well as the people of Rib Lake in general, will miss him. ¶ He is survived
by his wife, Mrs. Margaret Johannes, two sons, Harold W. of Chicago, and Kenneth P. of Rib Lake, also one
granddaughter, Mary Bernadette Johannes, age 9 of Chicago. ¶ Last rites were held at Merrill at 2:00 p.m.
Saturday from St. John's Evangelical Church with the pastor, the Rev. Walter Seivers, officiating.
Pallbearers were George Gilkey, Eugene Semling, Albert Wendt, A.F. Zander, Herman Tewes and O.
Hesterman."
RLLC
R.J. MUELLER IS NEW MANAGER OF LUMBER COMPANY "Rudy J. Mueller of Rhinelander has
That that time, the major stockholders in the RLLC were A.P.
been appointed as the new manager of the RLLC, replacing H.W. Johannes, deceased. ¶ Mr. Mueller has
Woodson & John D. Mylrea of Wausau. They also owned the
been secretary and general manager of the Thunder Lake Lumber Company at Rhinelander for about 25
Thunder Lake Lumber Company of Rhinelander.
years and is well acquainted with the problems of the business. He has already assumed his new duties. ¶
Mrs. Mueller will join her husband here in a short time. ¶ They have two sons in the Navy. Robert is
stationed in South America, and Richard is an Aviation machinist mate and is on duty in the Admiralty
Islands. ¶ The community is happy to extend a cordial welcome to the Mueller family."
War - Soldiers & SERGEANT ALFRED HEINDL KILLED ON LUZON "Word was received from the War Department
Obituary
Tuesday morning stating that Sergeant Alfred Heindl, son of Joseph Heindl, Route 1, had been killed in
action on Luzon in the Phillipines on April 15. ¶ Sergeant Heindl has been in the service 3 years and
overseas 16 months. He was with the 38th Infanty Division when it liberated Bataan."

5/11/1945

War - Soldiers

5/11/1945

War - Soldiers

GERMANY SURRENDERS UNCONDITIONALLY "A proclamation by the President of the United States
of America: ¶ The Allied Armies, through sacrifice and devotion and with God's help, have won from
Germany a final and unconditional surrender. ¶ The western world has been free of the evil forces which for
5 years and longer have imprisoned the bodies and broken the lives of millions of free-born men. They have
violated their churches, destroyed their homes, corrupted their children, and murdered their loved ones. Our
armies of liberation have restored freedom to these suffering peoples, whose spirit and will the oppressors
could never enslave...Done at the City of Washington this 8th day of May, in the year of Our Lord, 1945,
and of the independece of the United States of America. Signed Harry S. Truman."
V-E DAY OBSERVED WITH SPECIAL SERVICES "When the good news of the unconditional surrender
of Germany became official with the announcement by President Truman at 8:00, all business places remain
closed for the entire day and evening. Special services of thanksgiving and prayer were held in the various
local churches. ¶ While a feeling of rejoicing came with the news from the European battle fields, there was
no hilarity displayed in Rib Lake and not much in the nation at large. The sobering thought that the war is
but half won made people reserve their celebrating until the day of final victory is announced. ¶ Sunday,
May 13, has been set aside by President Truman as a special day of prayer. Christian people everywhere
will join in thanks to Almighty God that this much of the victory has been achieved and millions of people
have been freed from slavery."
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Businesses

PEOPLE OF TAYLOR COUNTY "Our quota in the 7th War Loan is $374,000. Village of Rib Lake $19,349.81; Town of Rib Lake - $15,073.50."

There then followed a list of the businesses who had paid for
this ad. The following list is really a who's who of Village
businesses in 1945: Millard Kapitz [Little Bohemia Tavern &
Bowling Alley], State Bank of Medford, Rib Lake Station;
Consolidated Insurance Agency [run by Millard "Satch"
Kapitz]; McRae's Bakery; Gamble Store; Don's Dry Cleaning
[proprietor Donald Thielke]; Upjohn-Kennedy Drug Store
[Anna Mae Kennedy, druggist]; John Freeck [operating a
tavern where, in 2008, the Frosted Mug is located]; Lake
Superior District Power Co; C.F. Jorgenson; Zielke's Store;
Seidel's Food Store; Olson Hardware; Gustafson Lumber Co;
Arndt's Place; South Side Garage [Bernard Cihasky
proprietor]; RLLC Store; D-X Station; Heindl's Store; Log
Cabin Station; Jerry Heindl; Standard Station, Joe Lilly; Rib
Lake Telephone Co; Frank Tauber [operating a tavern where
the Last Chance operates in 2008]; Rib Lake Roller Mill;
Taylor Funeral Home; F.L. Becker [Frank L. Becker was both
the Village Clerk and the operator of the tavern later known as
the Bird's Nest] and Rib Lake Herald."

LOUIS J. SCHARER DIES OF HEART ATTACK "Louis J. Scharer, 68, succumbed to a heart attack
between noon and 1:00 Wednesday while on his way to his cottage at Harper Lake. He was accompanied by
A. Iverson and they had stopped the car a short distance from the Scharer cottage to fix a tie rod which had
become loosened on the car. Mr. Scharer got under the car in an attempt to get at the rod and there suffered
the heart attack. ¶ Louis J. Scharer was born April 17, 1877, at Monroe, Wis. In 1899 he was married to
Helen Schutt at Chicago. They came to this community in 1914, settling on a farm in the Town of Rib Lake.
In 1921 they moved to town and went into the restaurant and later the tavern business. Mr. Scharer was a
painter and decorator by trade before coming to this community. ¶ Survivors include the widow and two
sons, James A. of Verona and Charles W. of Monroe; two brothers, Edward of Monroe and Milton of San,
Washington, and three sisters, Mrs. Woelfing, Brodhead, Wis, Mrs. Angie Bowen and Mrs. Viana Harris of
Monroe. ¶ Deceased was a member of the Knights of Phythias Lodge."
PLANT TROUT IN WOOD CREEK "A truckload of legal size trout were brought up from the St. Croix
Hatchery Wednesday, and with the help of Warden Marcon of Medford, were planted in Wood Creek near
here. There were approx. 1300 trout in the load."
CORPORAL ROBERT KNOP CAME FROM FORT KNOX, KENTUCKY, TO SPEND A FURLOUGH
AT THE HOME OF HIS MOTHER, MRS. BERTHA KNOP, AND WITH OTHER RELATIVES. "He is
being transferred to Fort Ord, California."
CAPTAIN ALAN BLOMBERG RECEIVES COMMENDATION OF COMMANDER "Captain Alan
Blomberg, 26, son of Mr. and Mrs. George Blomberg of Ogema, Route 1, won commendation by the 15th
AAF Commanding General for leading his group on a bombing mission during the fight over Germany,
which destroyed their objective, an important synthetic oil refinery. Captain Blomberg, Bombardier with the
483rd Squadron, led his group through a massive flak, camoflauge smoke and heavy cloud to score
destructive hits on the oil refinery in Germany, which was of vital importance to the enemy."
CENTRAL HOTEL "Mr. and Mrs. Henry Mathias of the Central Hotel closed the hotel's dining room June 1
and are taking no more boarders, although they still have a number of roomers. The regular boarders from
the Central Hotel are being accommodated for meals at the Dodge Cafe."

Louis J. Scharer long operated a tavern north of the Little
Bohemia. The tavern building still stands at 814 McComb
Ave., Blcok B, Lot 4, McComb's Racing Park Addition.

Ma Dodge's Café and Rooming House stood on the SW corner
of Landall and McComb. Recently Milton Reinke told me of
an experience he had there in 1949. He called Ma Dodge
explaining that he needed a room but would be there about 9:
00 p.m. Ma Dodge explained that she would be in bed by then
and he could just go upstairs and pick any room he wanted.
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FRED MARSCHKE BUYS SCHARER TAVERN "A deal has been completed in which Fred Marschke
becomes owner of the Scharer Tavern building and business. He will take possession July 1. ¶ Mr. and Mrs.
L.J. Scharer opened this business April 4, 1921. The death of Mr. Scharer a few weeks ago made the sale
necessary. Mrs. Scharer plans to go to Monroe for a visit with relatives until she decides what she will do. ¶
Mr. Marschke has sold his farm north of town to James Sampson."

The Scharer building and tavern stood just north of where - in
2008 - the Little Bohemia Bowling Alley stands. The Scharer
building and tavern had a street address of 814 McComb Ave.
It occupied Lot 4, Block B of McComb's Racing Park
Addition.

AWARDED SILVER STAR MEDAL IN ITALY "With the 5th Army, Italy - Private First Class Stanley A.
Szaflarski, 35, of Rib Lake, Wis. recently was awarded the Silver Star Medal for gallantry in action on the
5th Army front during the Italian campaign. ¶ He is a rifleman with the 361st Infantry Division, 91st
"Powder River" Division. ¶ During an attack, Szaflarski's platoon was caught in intense enemy machine gun
crossfire. Crawling forward through enemy mortar fire, Szaflarski reached a point from which he could fire
effectively on one of three enemy guns. Although he became the target for concentrated German automatic
and small arms fire, Szaflarski cooly placed an accurate volume of rifle fire on the enemy position, killing
the enemy gun crew, the citation related. ¶ As he returned to his platoon, he was wounded by sniper fire, but
has since recovered and returned to duty. ¶ Szaflarski, who holds the purple heart with oak leaf cluster,
entered service in October 1942. He was a farmer in civilian life. His mother, Mrs. Mary Szaflarski, lives in
Rib Lake."
6/22/1945
War - Soldiers & SERGEANT ALFRED KNOP ON ISLAND OF OKINAWA "Dear Les, ¶ Must get busy with the pen again
Rusch
and let you know my change of address. I am now in Okinawa, which I suppose you have been reading
about in the papers back there. ¶ Will tell you a little about what the people of the island are like. People are
very small - what I have seen - all 5 feet or under. Guess farming is most of their work. Their farms are
about 2 acres, on which they had to make their living, and by the look of things, they used up all the land
that was possible - all laid out in neat little fields. The crops are mostly sweet potatoes, sugar cane and some
rice. They have garden vegetables like ours - only a lot more garlic than I ever saw at home. They raise lots
of pigs. I guess they have a cow or two and maybe a horse and some goats. ¶ The weather is very wet and it
is supposed to rain on the average of 220 days of the year and some 90" of rain in a year. I don't know what
the natives did for water, as you don't see any wells. They must have caught the rain water all the time.
6/22/1945 (cont) War - Soldiers & ¶ Their homes are mostly grass shacks, but some had houses of wood, stone and sometimes both, and one
Rusch (cont)
wall to the weather. The people seem to have had a fair schooling, as there are quite a few schools. ¶ One
thing a person sees a lot of is tombs. I guess they spend more time and money for the dead than for the
living. The tombs are all built in the hillsides. I believe each family had one. They are quite large, about 20 x
30 feet and maybe larger. They only have a small opening about 2-3 feet. They place the dead up in a sitting
position in a small wooden box, and then after 3 years, they pickle their bones in alcohol. ¶ There is not
much wood on this island - only small trees. The pine tree here is of much harder wood than we have at
home. They also have small hardwood trees. I guess this is about long enough. Will leave some for next
time. Wishing you the best of luck. As ever, Alfred Knop."
6/29/1945
Obituary &
PROMINENT FARMER DIES IN TRACTOR ACCIDENT "George Blomberg, 54, prominent Town of
This terrible accident took place in Section 29, Town 34
Agriculture
Hill, Price County, farmer was instantly killed last Saturday evening while cultivating corn at his farm near North, Range 3 East.
Hultman Lake. There were no witnesses to the accident but when Mrs. Blomberg became anxious because
he did not come in and went in search of him, she found him at the bottom of a steep incline in the field and
the tracks showed that the tractor had tipped near the top of the hill and rolled to the bottom, taking him with
it. He was undoubtedly killed instantly. ¶ The news of the untimely death of Mr. Blomberg came as a great
shock to his large circle of friends and acquaintances throughout Price and Taylor County, being active in
the civic affairs of his township and county. ¶ George Blomberg was born June 16, 1891, in Ogema and
lived his entire life in the community. He was married on May 18, 1914, to Lillian Risberg. To this union
were born 13 children, all of whom are living. They are: Captain Allen of the Air Corps, who arrived home
from Italy only last Wednesday; Grace (Mrs. Harold Rhody); Corporal Edwin in the South Pacific; Pfc.
John, who was wounded in Germany and is
6/29/1945 (cont)
Obituary &
still in the hospital in France; Pvt. Ivar of Fort Sheridan, Illinois, and Wilbert, Roy, Palmer, Betty, Ann,
Agriculture (cont) Lyle, Lawrence, Edith and George, Jr., all at home. ¶ Other survivors besides the widow and two
grandchildren include four brothers, Victor and Hjalmer of Prentice, Arvid of Superior and Carl of Ogema,
Route 1; and two sisters, Mrs. Gust Donaldson and Mrs. Albert Flood, Ogema. ¶ Deceased was an active
member of the Ogema Baptist Church, where funeral services were held Wednesday afternoon with the
pastor, Miss Hilda Ljungquist, officiating. Pallbearers were the four brothers, and two brothers-in-law of the
deceased. Interment was made at the Town of Hill cemetery. ¶ The profusion of floral offerings and the
many people who attended the last rites, were an attest to the esteem in which Mr. Blomberg was held in the
community."

6/29/1945

6/29/1945

7/6/1945

7/6/1945

7/13/1945

7/13/1945 (cont)

8/3/1945

8/3/1945

War - Soldiers

VILLAGE NEARING QUOTA IN 7TH WAR LOAN "Latest reports for the Village of Rib Lake in pledges
made for the 7th War Loan show that our quota has nearly been reached. The report given us by Chairman
O.R. Reistad lists pledges signed for purchase of bonds as follows:¶ William Lemke, $8,081.25; Frank L.
Becker, $3,225.00; O.R. Reistad, $2,625.00; Dr. Mauch, $2,175.00; Fred Niggemann, $2,062.40; Total
pledged, $18,168.65. ¶ This report does not include those bonds which have been purchased through the
payroll savings plan at the mill. ¶ The quota for the Village was set at $19,349.80, so the workers feel
confident that the quota will be reached. The pledges should be made soon by purchase of bonds by July 1,
when the drive ends."
Politics
WITH SENATOR ALEXANDER WILEY IN WASHINGTON "I believe that everyone in Washington who
saw General "Ike" fell in love with him. There was something distinctly American about him - middle
western - if you please. He was clear-eyed, physically fit, definite in speech and very friendly. ¶ In American
history no man in Washington has previously received so great an ovation. He is not simply the "Man of the
hour," to be soon forgotten. He is only 56 years of age. He will have a lot to say in the days up ahead as to
the course America shall take. His straightforward way of doing and saying things should prove of great
value in his position as American Representative in the Allied Council in Europe..."
War - Soldiers & FIRST LIEUTENANT RAYMOND E. GILGE AWARDED BRONZE STAR "For outstanding service in
Rusch
Germany, Lieutenant Raymond E. Gilge, son of Mr. and Mrs. William Gilge of this Village, has been
awarded the Bronze Star Medal…"
People
BALES-SEIDEL "Evelyn M. Bales, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John Bales, 1921 W. Fairmont Ave,
Milwaukee, and Anton S. Seidel (better known by his Rib Lake friends as Cap), son of Charles Seidel of this
Village, were married at St. Nicholas Catholic Church, Green Bay Ave, Milwaukee, with the Rev. Joseph
Stehling officiating...¶ The groom is well known to Rib Lake people. He is a graduate of the local high
school and was a clerk at Seidel's Food Store some time before entering the service, from which he has
recently been discharged, after making a trip around the world in the course of his duties for Uncle Sam.
The newlyweds arrived in Rib Lake the first of the week and will make their home here, where the groom
will resume his employment at the Seidel store. ¶ Friends and relatives of Mr. and Mrs. Seidel enjoyed a
wedding dance at the Lakeside on Wednesday evening."
Businesses
PLANS MADE FOR NEW THEATRE BUILDING "A group of interested businessmen and other citizens
of the community met at the Lake Theatre for the purpose of determining the attitude of the group in regard
to necessary action for keeping a moving picture house operating in this Village, which under existing
conditions will involve the building of a new fireproof building to house the theatre. ¶ Elmer Taylor, a
member of the present corporation, which has operated the theatre since the first of the year, gave a financial
report which showed that a theatre could operate at a profit. He also explained that a priority to build a
theatre building in the Village of Rib Lake had already been secured from Washington and that action
should be taken at once. ¶ A rising vote was asked of all those present to determine what the opinion in
regard to the suggested building was, and the response was unanimous in favor of the project. When asked
to indicate on slips of paper the amount each one would be willing to invest to finance the building, a total of
$11,000 was pledged. ¶ Tentative plans call for a $22,000 investment. Three locations on Main Street
[McComb Ave.] are being considered as a building site.
Businesses (cont) ¶ A committee of four, Elmer Taylor, Ed Stamm, O.R. Thompson and W.E. Frieberg, was appointed to
secure the necessary signatures from those intending to invest in the project. ¶ The feeling that Rib Lake
needs a theatre seems to be unanimous, and a new fireproof structure on Main Street will be an asset to the
Village."
Businesses
BUY KOTCHE LOT FOR THEATRE SITE "The lot south of the bank has been purchased from Ed Kotche,
Chicago, as the building site for the new theatre. An architect was here Saturday from Marshfield to take
measurements of the lot in order to draw up plans for the new building. ¶ Plans are now underway to use the
movie equipment from the Lake Theatre to give an outdoor movie show each Friday evening, to be
sponsored by the business people of the Village and to be shown free of charge."
Businesses

ED STAMM SELLS TO MEDFORD MAN "Ed Stamm has sold his beverage and bottling business in the
Village to George Tlusty of Medford. Final details of the transaction will be completed the last of the week.
¶ Mr. Stamm will remain with the business until August 15, and he and Mrs. Stamm will retain the
apartment upstairs until November 1. ¶ The Stamm building was built in 1936 and the business established
and opened up the following year. Mr. and Mrs. Stamm have been residents of Rib Lake since 1925. Their
plans for the future are indefinite as yet."

I included this article to give you a taste of the type of national
and international news which was then published in the Rib
Lake Herald.

The Kotche lot stood in the southeast corner of Landall and
McComb. The lot, for many years, housed "The Fair," the
department store owned by P.E. Marcus.

In 2008, the Stamm building still stands. It is located on the
north side of Fayette Ave. just to the northeast of its junction
with McComb. George Tlusty was the father of the present
president of the Village, Wayne Tlusty.

8/10/1945

Forests/Wood

POPPLE PROVES VALUABLE FOREST CROP "During the 12 months, ending June 30, over 26,000
cords of popple were harvested in the Chequamegon National Forest, said Supervisor Louis A.
Pommerening. ¶ Popple, or quaking aspen, as is the correct name of this tree, was once called the weed tree
of the woods, but today it is proving very useful, when most of the so-called desirable species are getting
scarce. Industry, he said, is taking a growing interest in popple as a raw material for the manufacture of
various products, such as paper, fiber board, insulating material, roofing paper, core stock and even railroad
ties and lumber. ¶ Because of the fact that popple is a fast-growing tree (much of it is merchantible at 35-40
years) and because of increasing demand for the species, we may find as we look into the management of
aspen that some of our national forest lands are performing their highest use by growing aspen rather than
growing some of the longer lived and so-called more valuable species of trees. This species can grow two or
more merchantible crops while pine and hardwoods are plodding to merchantible size..."
8/17/1945
War - Soldiers
NATION CELEBRATES DAWN OF WORLD-WIDE PEACE "The nation bows this day in humble thanks
to Almighty God for the message which our radio reports at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday. ¶ The submission of the
Japanese nation to the ultimatum laid down by the United Nations means the dawn of renewed hope in the
hearts of people of the world, where hope of world-wide ebbed low. ¶ We have won the war and can in all
humility thank God for the victory and pray that the peace that follows will be such that war will never again
be tolerated on the face of this earth." (emphasis added)
8/17/1945
War - Soldiers & VILLAGE JOINS NATION IN HILARIOUS CELEBRATION "Rib Lake, like every other place we know
Rib Lake - Village of, went wild when the news at last was announced from the White House in Washington at 6:00 p.m.
Tuesday that Japan had accepted the terms of surrender laid down by the United Nations. ¶ It was just a
matter of minutes until a parade was formed, headed by the US flag carried by Millard Kapitz. There
followed young folks and older folks, children walking and on bicycles, all yelling and shouting. The
Village fire truck with siren blaring headed a string of cars several blocks long, all with horns blowing to
add to the general pandemonium. Streets were lined with bystanders, who were so overjoyed at the
realization that the surrender had been finally confirmed, that there was one united voice of praise. ¶ Later in
the evening services of thanksgiving were held at St. John's Catholic Church and at the Methodist Church.
8/17/1945 (cont) War - Soldiers & ¶ When it got dark, a huge bonfire was built on the vacant lot south of the bank. Singing and shouting
Rib Lake - Village continued as the evening wore on. To imitate the custom of the big cities of using ticker tape for decorations,
(cont)
we noticed a profusion of paper streamers - of a kind of paper more easily obtainable in Rib Lake than ticker
tape. ¶ For many, the celebrating continued throughout the hours of the night, and it was well towards
morning before quiet prevailed once more in our Village."
8/24/1945
Schools
RIB LAKE SCHOOLS TO OPEN AUGUST 27 "The Rib Lake Schools will open for the 1945-46 term on
August 27. Principal S.W. Zielanis informs us that the following teachers have been engaged for this term: ¶
Miss Margie Kadin, Winter, Wis, kindergarten and girl's physical eduction; Miss Eunice Lemke, Medford,
first grade; Miss Jane Dable, Medford, second grade; Miss Lillian Buehler, Medford, third grade; Miss Jane
Harrold, Medford, fourth grade; Miss Catherine Costner, Medford, fifth grade; Miss Catherine Kraemer,
Medford, sixth grade; Mrs. Gladys Jankowski, Rib Lake, seventh grade; Miss Naoma La Gesse, Bloomer,
eighth grade; Mr. Ernest Wilson, Benton, science and athletic coach; Mr. Joseph Wietor, Merrill, English,
biology and art; Miss Margaret Pike, Medford, commercial; Miss Ann Jo Fox, Plateville, English; Mr. Keith
Zintz, Rib Lake, agriculture; and Miss Dorothy Averill, home economics. ¶ One position in high school
remains to be filled. ¶ Because of some uncertainty about the federal aids, the hot lunch project this year
will not be started the first week of school. However, Mr. Zielanis states that he hopes to have this project in
progress in the very near future."
8/24/1945
Hunting
CONSERVATION NOTES "The general deer season for northern, central counties extends from Saturday,
Nov. 24 through Nov. 28, with a bag limit of one forked-horn buck. The bow and arrow season for deer
includes the great majority of counties that have deer, and begins Sept. 29 and ends Nov. 12, with a bag limit
of one deer per season, any age or sex..¶ In bear counties, the general season is concurrent with deer, and for
the bow and arrow hunters, the season is likewise open through the bow and arrow season in these counties.
The 1945 regulations provide for a trapping season on bear in a number of northern counties for the months
of September and October. The owner or occupant of any land and any member of his immediate family
may take bear thereon at any time by hunting or trapping."
8/31/1945
Schools
ENROLLMENT OF 166 AT RIB LAKE HIGH SCHOOL "School opened in the Rib Lake schools on
Monday, with an enrollment of 166 in the high school. Five more high school students are expected to
enroll within a few days. ¶ In the grades, the enrollment is as follows: kindergarten-19, first-29, second-27,
third-23, fourth-27, fifth-20, sixth-29, seventh-21, and eighth grade-23. ¶ The high school is still short one
high school teacher. Mrs. Keefe is substituting as social science teacher until the vacancy can be filled. ¶ The
bus drivers this year are Mr. Art Schultz and Mr. Herman Jacob."

Popple was unknown in the virgin forest around Rib Lake. It
came in after the clearcutting and fires. It is a sun-loving
"pioneer species".

The United States had received a message that Japan was
willing to surrender. They would take over two weeks before
the actual surrender ceremony could take place on the
Battleship Missouri in Tokyo Bay.

8/31/1945

RLLC

LUMBER COMPANY PLANT TO SHUT DOWN FOR A WEEK "The RLLC plant will be shut down for
one week beginning Monday, Sept. 3, for repairs to the machinery and equipment. The employees who were
on the company's payroll as of June 1, 1945, and who worked at least 1,000 hours during the preceding year,
will be given vacation pay in the amount of 2% of their earnings during the preceding 12 months. ¶
However, the management has stated that any employee who wishes may work during this week's shutdown.
If he is eligible for vacation pay, he will receive this in addition to the amount earned if he worked."

8/31/1945

Fawn Valley &
Schools

FAWN VALLEY AND MUD LAKE SCHOOLS TO OPEN SEPTEMBER 3 "The rooms at the Fawn
Valley School have been given a fresh coat of paint in preparation for the fall term, which will start
September 3. Mr. and Mrs. Herman Lischer did the work. Mrs. Gertrude Mielke will teach the upper grades
at Fawn Valley, and Mrs. Herman Batzer the lower grades. ¶ The Mud Lake School will also open in
September, with Nina Underwood as teacher."

9/7/1945

Obituary

MRS. AGNES NOVAK "Mrs. Agnes Novak died at the home of her son, John Novak, Jr., at Dorchester on
August 29, 1945, at the age of 72 years, 6 months and 9 days. Her death followed an illness of several
months from a heart ailment. ¶ Mrs. Agnes Novak was born in Poland and was married there to John A.
Novak on May 15, 1893. They came to the United States in 1909, living in Minneapolis for a short time and
later coming to Rib Lake, and this community has been their home since that time. ¶ Deceased is survived
by her husband, John A. Novak, and 5 daughters, Mary Matonowski, Ann Cybyski, Kate Stefonec, and
Stella Gulenckyn, all of Minneapolis, and Agnes Myscinski, Chicago; three sons, Frank of Rib Lake; John
of Dorchester; and Anton of Milwaukee. Funeral services were held September 1 from St. John's Catholic
Church of Rib Lake, the Rev. Gengler officiating. Interment was at Lakeview Cemetery. Pallbearers were
Louis Yanko, Joe Hebda, Andrew Zondlo, George Zondlo, Joe Maslonka and Peter Rezutek."
9/14/1945
Fawn Valley & FAWN VALLEY SCHOOL NEWS - REPORTER HELEN REZUTEK "The Fawn Valley School started
Schools & Rusch Monday, September 3, with a total enrollment of 51. Kenneth Pelkey enrolled in the 8th grade from the
Detroit school; Tony Malewicz in the 7th grade from the Detroit school; Patsy Schneider in the 6th grade
from Mud Lake; Ruth Barnes in the 5th grade from Oregon. ¶ We have 5 first graders: Linda Lois Nielson,
Lee Strobach, Allen Mielke, and the Barnes twins, Dennis and David. ¶ Billy Barnes and Shirley Ann Hippe
are new pupils, too. Both are in the third grade. ¶ The 5th grade language class is studying the poem,
September. ¶ The 6th grade language class is studying the poem, The Tree. ¶ The 7th and 8th grade classes
memorized for language "The Burial of Sir John Moore." ¶ Mary Polacek is our librarian for the upper
grades. We have already begun our library work." (emphasis added)
9/21/1945
RLLC & Fire
$100,000 FIRE SWEEPS RLLC PLANT - PLANING MILL, WAREHOUSE AND MAIN OFFICE
BUILDING WITH BOOKKEEPING RECORDS GO UP IN SMOKE "Fire which spread very quickly until
it engulfed the entire planer department of the RLLC mill was discovered about 3:00 p.m. Saturday by
Henry Jensen, employee. Mr. Jensen immediately went for help and an alarm was sounded, but before
anyone could get there, the blaze had spread to the whole inside of the planer department. It started in the
northeast part of that department and as the mill was not in operation on Saturday afternoon, had made
considerable headway before being discovered. It is not known how it started, although it is believed it may
have been from the wiring of a motor at that spot. The flames spread rapidly to a warehouse east of the
planer and then to the main office building. ¶ The town [Village] turned out in force to work with the mill
men and the local fire department in fighting the flames. A call was put in for help from Medford Fire
Department and they responded as soon as possible. Offers of help came from several other nearby places as
soon as the news of the fire was broadcast over the Medford radio.
9/21/1945 (cont) RLLC & Fire (cont) ¶ The united efforts of all the help, aided by the wind which was blowing from the northwest, succeeded in
saving the main mill building, the dry kiln, etc. It was feared for a time that buildings in the southeast part of
the town would catch fire, but quick work in fighting the small blazes which started from flying sparks kept
the damage at a minimum. ¶ The entire planer department was totally destroyed, as well as the warehouse
and contents, 5 [railroad] cars partially loaded with lumber, and the office building with its supplies of
bookkeeping materials, records, etc. The loss to the railroad company is estimated at about $100,000, which
was covered by insurance. ¶ Work went on as usual in the sawmill Monday morning, and the employees of
the planer department who wanted to work were given jobs in that department or elsewhere around the plant.
Mr. Rudy J. Mueller, General Manager of the company, stated that the plans for rebuilding the planer
department have not been made yet, but that work of that department will be carried on in some way in the
near future.

The Fawn valley school stood in the southeast corner of Fawn
Ave. and Peche Drive. The Mud Lake one-room school stood
on the south side of Wood Lake Avenue, one-half mile west of
the Mud Lake; Lillian Thums fondly recalls walking the 8
miles daily to and from the Kurek farm on CTH C so she
could attend Mud Lake School.

This school stood on the southeast corner of Fawn Ave. and
Peche Drive. An old clump of Lilacs marks the spot.

Spectacular homemade movies covered this fire and may be
seen on the VHS video "The Lumber Era in Rib Lake." ¶ The
RLLC did not rebuild the office building; instead, it rented the
upstairs of the bank building in the northeast corner of
McComb and Landall. The outside door window is still to be
seen in the inside of the building, which is now part of the
Little Bohemia Tavern, Restaurant and Bowling Alley
complex. The glass doorway still proudly reads "Office - Rib
Lake Lumber Company". My hat is off to Paul Hohl for
saving the door.

9/21/1945 (cont) RLLC & Fire (cont) ¶ The office work for the time being is being done at the small employment office building, but the rooms
above the bank have been rented and are being redecorated, and some plumbing installed, and will be used
for the main office by the lumber company as soon as they are ready for occupancy."
9/21/1945
Camp 26
"A 200 pound bear was shot and killed at Camp 26 last Saturday by Randolph Wagner. The animal had been The camps of the RLLC routinely kept pigs. Allen Blomberg
raiding the pig pens out there, so permission was granted by the Conservation Department to kill it."
told me one day that an eagle had carried off a piglet from
Camp 9.
9/28/1945
People & Rusch WEINZINGER-BLECK "Miss Anna Mae Weinzinger, daughter of Mrs. Anna Weinzinger of Phillips, and
T/Sgt. Harold E. Bleck, son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Bleck of Rib Lake, exchanged marriage vows before the
Rev. O.E. Hoffmann in a double ring ceremony at 3:00 p.m. Saturday, September 22, at St. John's Lutheran
Church, Rib Lake. ¶ The bride was dressed in a suit of medium blue and a small brown hat. She wore a
locket, which was a gift from the groom. Her corsage was of red roses and white carnations. ¶ The groom's
sister, Miss Lucille Bleck, attended the bride, and her suit was of medium blue with black accessories. ¶ The
groom was attended by Mr. Fred Weinzinger, brother of the bride. ¶ A wedding supper was served to 75
guests at the church parlors at 5:30. Friends and relatives of the young couple enjoyed a wedding dance in
the evening at the Lakeside, with music by Adolf Walbeck and his orchestra.
9/28/1945 (cont) People & Rusch ¶ The bride was graduated from the Phillips High School with the class of 1943. Recently she was
(cont)
employed as clerk at the Gamble Store in Phillips. The groom attended the Rib Lake High School and for
the past several years has been serving in the Armed Forces. ¶ Out of town guests who came for the wedding
included Mr. and Mrs. Walter Kurth, Milwaukee; Mr. and Mrs. Harry Johnson and family, Cornell; Mrs.
Anna Weinzinger and family, Mr. and Mrs. Nick Link and family, Phillips; Herman Gilge, Milwaukee; Mrs.
E.H. Bleck, Mrs. Lucille Bleck and Miss Melva Johnson, Eau Claire."
9/28/1945
Businesses
NEW OWNER AT NATIONAL HOTEL IN RIB LAKE "Alphonse Mnichowicz of the Town of Roosevelt When first constructed, the National Hotel stood in the
has purchased the National Hotel and will take possession sometime before the first of November. The hotel, southwest corner of McComb and Railroad Street. About
which was owned by Mrs. Selma Hemphill, has been operated recently by Mr. and Mrs. Aaron Freeck. The 1920 it was moved to the southwest corner of the same
new owner will operate the place himself."
intersection in order to allow the RLLC more room for its
lumber yard. ¶ The proprietor of the National Hotel anglicized
his name to Alfons Mitchell. Shortly after Alfons sold the
hotel in the 1970's, it burned to the ground. Alfons eventually
moved to Westboro, which he tried to incorporate into a
village.
9/28/1945

Clubs/Orders

9/28/1945

Fawn Valley &
Rusch

10/12/1945

RLLC

10/12/1945

10/12/1945

"A number of the members of the Local Masonic Lodge went to Phillips Wednesday evening, where they
put on their degree work at a school of instruction being held there. Those making the trip were Ed Prien, O.
R. Thompson, W. Lemke, Clarence Grow, Earl Edens, O.R. Reistad, Art Schultz, C.C. Lord, Fred Curran,
Albert Prahl and L.L. Arnold."
FAWN VALLEY SCHOOL NEWS "Bernadette and Lee Strobach walk to school now, instead of riding on
the bus, because their family has moved onto the farm formerly occupied by the Haase family. ¶ Raymond
Strobach visited the primary room Tuesday. ¶ The upper grade boys and girls are enjoying kittenball. ¶ The
upper grade music class gathered pictures and sang special songs for National Dog Week."

LUMBER COMPANY OFFICE, MOVED TO NEW QUARTERS ABOVE BANK "The main office of the
RLLC, which was made homeless by a recent fire, was moved to its new quarters above the bank the last of
the week. ¶ A quantity of new office furniture has been received and installed, and the office force expects to
be quite comfortable there when all the settling is finished. There are 5 rooms in the suite, which have been
newly decorated and repaired."
People & J.J.
"Mr. and Mrs. Henry Mathias enjoyed a weekend trip to points in Michigan and Wisconsin. They called at
Kennedy & family the home of the former sister and husband, Mr. and Mrs. J.S. Kennedy, at Gladstone, Michigan, also visited
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Marsch at Pembine, Wisconsin, and Ina McRae at Goodman, Wisconsin."
Mud Lake &
MUD LAKE NEWS "Mrs. Joseph Kauer, Sr., returned to the Medford Hospital last week after being a
Clubs/Orders
patient there for several days. ¶ Rev. John Kauer of Solon Springs visited his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Joseph
Kauer, Sr., and other relatives and friends in the Rib Lake district last week. ¶ Mr. and Mrs. Phillip Bonde
are visting friends and relatives at Manitowoc this week. ¶ The Rib Lake Farmers Union Local #338 held a
monthly meeting on Oct. 9. A good crowd attended. Business was transacted, and a movie was enjoyed by
all. ¶ Mr. and Mrs. Joe Hoble and son of Medford visited at the Joseph F. Kauer home Saturday. ¶ A number
of friends and relatives attended a birthday party at the Bonde home Tuesday evening. The guest of honor
was Miss Maria Bonde."

The bank building, the only brick structure on McComb Ave,
still proudly stands in the NE corner of McComb and Landall.

The back pages of the Herald were filled with these types of
news articles under local, place names.

10/19/1945

People & RLLC

WILLIAM FUNKS OBSERVE 50TH ANNIVERSARY "A special service at St. John's Lutheran Church,
Rib Lake, last Sunday morning, in the presence of relatives and friends of Mr. and Mrs. William Funk,
renewed their wedding vows before the Rev. O.E. Hoffmann. It was the 50th Anniversary of their marriage.
They were attended by Mr. and Mrs. Frank Weinkauf and Mrs. Elmer Johnson of Appleton. Mr. Weinkauf
is a brother and Mrs. Johnson a sister of Mrs. Funk. ¶ After the service the Funks were presented with a gold
wreath by the Ladies Aid of the church, of which Mrs. Funk is a member of long standing. ¶ William and
Helen Funk were married on Oct. 16, 1895, at Kaukauna, Wisconsin. Rib Lake has been their home for the
past 29 years, where they have won for themselves a place of esteem in the hearts of the folks of this
Village. Mr. Funk was employed as machinist at the RLLC until he retired several years ago. ¶ They have 5
sons, Clarence, Elvin, Melvin, Gordon and Norbert. One other son, William, was killed in a hunting accident
in 1930 at Morgantown, West Virginia, where he was a teacher..."
JUDGE SETS ASIDE JURY VERDICT IN NALL CASE "At the end of the trial of the case of State of
Wisconsin v. Elmer Nall on Sept. 20, a motion was made on the part of the defendant to set aside the verdict
and that the action be dismissed on the grounds that there was not sufficient evidence to sustain a conviction.
¶ Judge Risjord decided on Dec. 9 that this motion be granted on the grounds stated in his decision: "the
evidence, it seems clear, falls entirely short of being such as to convince beyond a reasonable doubt that the
defendant was driving wantonly, recklessly or in a drunken condition" and ordered: "that the motion for
judgment dismissing this action and for discharge of the defendant, notwithstanding the verdict, is granted."
WARDENS TO KILL DEER "The state deer management issue, which has been a fruitful source of
controversy for several years, showed a curious angle last week when residents and officials of Door County
approved and encourage a radical expedient to reduce the deer population in that community. ¶ Local
spokesmen advocated the removal by shooting, wardens will do the job, of about 250 deer on Chambers
Island, in northern Green Bay, that are presently starving and ruining the range and destroying the chance of
producing a future deer food supply. Conservation Commission members who heard and approved the
proposal, noted with some amazement the sharp contrast between the Door County attitude and the
widespread criticism in the northern counties of the state against them for their recent insistence that
emergency cropping of the deer herd is necessary to prevent starvation of the animals and depletion of the
plant and tree growth necessary for future generations."
"Art Schultz has purchased the D-X Filling Station property and will take over the management of the same
in the near future. Mr. Schultz operated this station for the D-X company until earlier this year, when he
gave it up to give full-time to the restaurant which he sold a short time ago."

10/19/1945

Law

10/19/1945

Hunting

10/19/1945

Businesses

10/19/1945

Railroads - Wis.
Central & People

10/19/1945

People & J.J.
"Mr. and Mrs. Harold Kennedy arrived last Thursday from Frontier, Sasketchewan, Canada, where they
Kennedy & family have spent the summer. They will spend some time at the home of his sister, Miss Anna Mae Kennedy."

"O.R. Reistad is enjoying his annual vacation from his duties as agent at the Soo depot. Mr. Pierce of
Ironwood is the relief agent."

Elmer Nall was then residing on the old Ole Peterson farm
north of Little Spirit Lake. He had been charged with causing
injury by reckless/drunken conduct; he had struck a pedestrian
on STH 102 in the Town of Rib Lake.

The D-X gas station was located on the SE corner of McComb
and Fayette Avenue. After Vernon Hanke bought the property
in the 1980's, he moved the former gas station building to the
NW 1/4 - NW 1/4, Section 7, Town 33 North, Range 3 East;
the building was remodeled into a beautiful home by the
present occupants, Mr. and Mrs. Barry and Sue Anderson.

Besides serving as the agent at the Rib Lake railroad depot, O.
R. Reistad was involved actively in many community and
political projects.
Harold A. Kennedy was a son of Hugh J. Kennedy, brother of
J.J. Harold Kennedy was eventually buried at the Rib Lake
Lakeview Cemetery on 10/16/1961.

10/19/1945

War - Soldiers &
Rusch

10/19/1945
(Cont)

War - Soldiers &
Rusch (cont)

10/19/1945

Obituary

10/19/1945
(cont)

Obituary (cont)

10/26/1945

RLLC

11/2/1945

Businesses

"C/4 Alfred Knop arrived home last Friday after receiving his discharge from the Army. Alfred recently
returned from 39 months' service in the Pacific. He visited relatives at Milwaukee and Jackson, Wisconsin,
on his way to Rib Lake. He was accompanied from Jackson by his sister, Mrs. Ray Herman, and two
children, who spent a few days at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Al Knop."

Alfred "Fritz" Knop died in the 1980's. The same day of his
funeral, the Rib Lake Ski & Snowshoe Club constructed a
bridge in Section 12, Town 33 North, Range 2 West. I named
the structed "Knop Bridge" after my uncle. ¶ Uncle Fritzie
was a jolly person - always with a twinkle in his eye. He had
served as a cook in the US Army. For years the men of St.
John's Lutheran Church would gather in his basement to make
the homemade sausage which is served during the annual
potato pancake supper held at St. John's Lutheran Church.
Fritzie used the sausage recipe brought over from Posen,
Germany, by his father, Albert "Pa" Knop. ¶ My favorite story
about Fritzie Knop originated when he was a young boy. He
lived with his large family at the Knop farm just north of the
Town Hall. One Saturday his parents had gone to town for
supplies and had given strict orders to the kids to stay out of
trouble and not try to bake anything. Despite the orders, the
kids began to make brownies when they were surprised to see
their parents returning. Fritzie's older siblings sent him out in
an effort to delay the parents

while the kids frantically tried to clean up the evidence of their
baking. Fritzie walked out and greeted his parents - but with
youthful innocence - said "we weren't cooking anything".
NICHOLAS CLERF "Nicholas Clerf died suddenly at 3:00 a.m. Monday, Oct. 1, at the home of his son at
Grimms, Wisconsin. ¶ Nicholas Clerf was born in Beringen, Luxemburg, Europe on Aug. 30, 1866, the
second youngest child of a family of 5 children, all of whom have preceded him in death. He died at the age
of 79 years. ¶ When 20 years of age Mr. Clerf came to America, arriving here in April of 1886, going
directly to Vans Harbor, Michigan, where he was employed for some time. He spent some time in Canada,
returning to Vans Harbor, where he worked as a blacksmith and a carpenter for a lumber company. ¶ On
April 9, 1895, he was married to Miss Louisa Radue of the Town of Eaton, Brown County, Wisconsin. ¶
Immediately after their marriage the Clerfs returned to Vans Harbor where Mr. Clerf continued his
employment up until Oct. 19, 1904, when the family moved to Rib Lake, Wis., where he conducted his own
blacksmith and carpenter shop. ¶ One son was born to this union, Joseph John.
¶ On Aug. 18, 1925, Mr. Clerf disposed of his shop, and on Dec. 3 of the same year the family moved to
Grimms, Wis., where the son had purchased a general merchandise store, and the parents made their home
with him from that time."
ATTENTION FARMERS "Small planer in the RLLC yard on Kennedy Street has shavings available free of
charge. See John Hickey at planer."
LOCKER PLANT IN BOGUMILL BUILDING "A locker plant for Rib Lake is becoming a reality, as Mr.
Pete Bogumill has signed enough persons to rental leases to insure the installation of the plant. ¶ Work in the
Bogumill building is in charge of Max Zuther, and a crew of several men has been getting the building in
shape for the plant. ¶ Mr. Bogumill informs us that he is only installing enough lockers for those who sign
leases in advance. He states that he expects to have the plant in operation by Dec. 5, 1945."

The Nicholas Clerf Rib Lake blacksmith shop was located
where the Mobil station is in 2008.

Since the planing mill burned down, the company set up the
small planer on Kennedy Street.
A locker plant provided its patrons with the ability to store
food stuffs that the patron owned at freezing temperatures. It
was uncommon at the time for individuals to own freezers at
their own home, hence the need for a locker plant. The
Bogumill buiding is still standing in 2008 at 727 Mc Comb
Ave.; it occupies Lot 4, Block A of McComb's Racing Park
Addition.

11/2/1945

WILLIAM FREDERICK SCHMIDT "William Frederick Schmidt passed away on Oct. 24, 1945, at his
home in the Village of Rib Lake following an illness of a year and a half duration. He was 70 years and 11
days old. ¶ Mr. Schmidt was born on Oct. 13, 1875, in Sheboygan County, Wis. He came with his parents at
the age of 5 to Dorchester, where they lived on a farm. He worked in Rib Lake one winter about 1899. He
was married at the home of his parents on May 25, 1901, and lived at Stetsonville for a short time, where he
worked in a planing mill, moving to Curtiss shortly thereafter, where he was employed in a sawmill as a
section hand, and worked for Fred Laabs in his feed mill. In 1915 the family moved to Abbotsford where he
was associated with Ferdinand Laabs in feed mill business under the firm name of Laabs and Schmidt. He
sold out the business in 1917 and on Nov. 13, 1918, came to this community, where he was employed by the
RLLC until his retirement on May 15, 1943.
11/2/1945 (cont)
Obituary (cont) ¶ Deceased is survived by his widow, Allie E. Schmidt; two sons, Chester F. of 706 W. Riverview Drive,
Milwaukee; and Wesley R., Rib Lake; and one daughter, Mildred M. of 1509 Torrison Drive, Manitowoc. ¶
Funeral services were held from the home on Saturday and from the local Methodist Church, of which Mr.
Schmidt was a member. The Rev. H.J. Holverson, officiated. Pallbearers were Andrew Olson, William
Lemke, Jim Downs, Fred Bailey, Albert Goodman and Ollin R. Thompson. Interment was at the Lakeview
Cemetery..."
11/9/1945
Clubs/Orders
JOSEPH WEITOR GUEST SPEAKER AT CLUB "The Twentieth Century Club met Nov. 6 at the home of
Mrs. Carl Marschke with Mrs. Marschke and Mrs. Harold Zielke as hostesses. ¶ The business meeting was
opened with the flag salute and the reading of the Club Collect and signing. 32 members responded to the
roll call by giving the name of a famous artist. During the business session it was decided that the members
would again sew carpet rags for the veterans. ¶ Mrs. R.J. Voemastek gave an interesting report of the
meeting of the County Federation of Women's Clubs, which was held at Gilman. ¶ A contribution of $2 was
made to the Dousman School for Boys. ¶ Mrs. E.J. Streu of Two Rivers was a guest of the Club. ¶ Mrs.
Norman Simonson, who had charge of the literary program, introduced Mr. Joseph Weitor of the High
School faculty, who was the speaker of the evening. Mr. Weitor chose as his subject the Art of Weaving. He
gave a short talk on the process of weaving on a hand loom, stating that many people follow this as a hobby.
Mr. Weitor then gave a most interesting exhibition of many beautiful articles of different designs and
materials; most of them he himself had woven.
11/9/1945 (cont) Clubs/Orders (cont) Among these were rugs, draperies, scarves, bedspreads, beautiful table places, purses and countless others. ¶
Miss Janet Schmidt rendered three piano selections. ¶ A lovely lunch was served by the hostesses. ¶ The
next meeting of the Club will be held on Nov. 20 at the home of Mrs. Ed Prien, with Mrs. Prien and Mrs.
Zielanis as hostesses. Miss Lois E. Olson, county home agent, will be the guest speaker with "Consumer
Problems" as her subject."
11/9/1945
Clubs/Orders
COMMERCIAL CLUB "The Rib Lake Commercial Club met at the Harper Lake Resort on Tuesday
evening. A 7:00 dinner was served after which the business session was held. ¶ Blake Bokath, discharged
serviceman, was a guest. ¶ Rudy J. Mueller, George J. Tlusty, Alphonse Mnichowicz and Martin Johnson
were welcomed as new members."
11/9/1945
Businesses
PURCHASES WILLETT TAVERN "Leo J. Melchiors of Kaukauna has purchased the Willett Tavern
business and building located just south of the Village on Highway 102."
11/16/1945

Obituary

Rib Lake Herald & FLOYD R. NEHLS IS NEW RIB LAKE HERALD OWNER "The Rib Lake Herald was taken over by Mr.
Businesses
and Mrs. Floyd R. Nehls this week, having been purchased from Mr. and Mrs. L.L. Arnold on Nov. 7. This
transaction, along with all printing equipment and subscription list, includes the building which houses the
Herald, the living quarters in the rear and the office space occupied by the Lake Superior District Power
Company. ¶ The Arnolds purchased the Herald nearly six years ago from R.J. Voemastek, who had
published the paper for about two years after the retirement of his father, J.J. Voemastek, who is credited as
publisher during most of the Herald's 48 years of existence. ¶ Mr. and Mrs. Arnold have made many
improvements to the Herald since taking possession and coming to Rib Lake in Feb. 1940. The present
quarters, which they purchased four years ago, are larger and centrally located. They purchased considerable
new equipment and type - and, with a subscription list increased to a number that will give credit to a
community much larger than Rib Lake, proves without a doubt, that Mr. and Mrs. Arnold had been
publishing a newsy and well read country weekly.

Alphonse Mnichowicz, in 1945 the owner of the National
Hotel & Bar, later anglicized his name to Alfons Mitchell

The Willett Tavern, also known as the 102 Tap, stood at the
junction of Hohl Drive and West Rib Road 34-T33N-R2E.
Owners of the Rib Lake Herald to date were: A) Frank B.
Hand & J.J. Voemastek; B) J.J. Voemastek; C) R.J.
Voemastek; D) Mr. & Mrs. L.L. Arnold; E) Mr. & Mrs. Floyd
R. Nehls.

11/16/1945
(cont)

11/16/1945

11/16/1945

11/23/1945

Rib Lake Herald & ¶ They have enjoyed a large patronage in their job printing department during their ownership, and with
Businesses (cont) their best "helpers" now away from home - son "Bud" in the Army and at the present time stationed in Italy,
and Winnifred, their daughter, who is teaching school at Westboro, it has taxed their efforts greatly. And it is
for that reason they are retiring from the business. ¶ The new owner of the Herald was born and raised in
Phillips and adjoining Price County. It was there he received his apprenticeship as a printer under the able
guidance of George E. Sackett, who at the time was publisher of the Phillips Times, one of the oldest
established papers in the country...The writer has had the pleasure of meeting a number of Rib Lake citizens
since his arrival here and enjoyed the friendliness they have shown. With this in mind, I feel I have been a
resident here longer than just a few days. With my wife and son, we will move into living quarters that
adjoin the Herald office this week."
Businesses
HERMAN JACOBS BUYS INTEREST IN RESTAURANT "Mr. and Mrs. Herman Jacobs have purchased
a part interest in the little restaurant known as Art's Place from the latter's sister, Mrs. Jessie Kalkins. The
Jacobs will operate the place now. Mrs. Kalkins has returned to her former home at Stevens Point."
Hunting
DEER HUNTERS MUST WEAR RED "Under new law, Wisconsin deer hunters must wear red during the
coming season, Nov. 24-28, and the Conservation Department today urges hunters to observe this and every
other safety precaution. ¶ Every hunter owes it to himself to think of his own safety. Ernest Swift, Assistant
Conservation Director, says "Did you ever see anyone shake out a white handerchief after two locks away in
the brush? Surprising how much it resembles a deer "flag." And white tops on wool hunting socks, seen
across a ravine, look for all the world like a buck doing a sneak away from there. ¶ If you have white hair,
probably you know enough by now not to take off your cap in the woods during hunting season. ¶ Khaki
hunting clothes may be all right for duck and pheasant hunters - but their game is brightly feathered - but did
you ever consider how you might look to another anxious deer hunter?"
Politics
COUNTY BOARD HOLDS ANNUAL MEETING "The county board for Taylor County met in annual
session at Medford last week from Tuesday through Friday, and at which time much important business was
transacted. The board consists of 22 town chairmen, three village supervisors, and three city supervisors.
George Seidel represents the Village of Rib Lake. ¶ Chairman of the Board Nels Andersen opened the
meeting with Harold Ruesch, County Clerk, and Frank Krueger, Assistant, acting as clerks for the board..."
CARD PARTY AND BASKET SOCIAL "A card party and basket social, sponsored by the Rib Lake
Farmers Union for the benefit of the Chippewa Falls Camp, will be held at the Rib Lake Town Hall on
Saturday evening, Nov. 24. ¶ The ladies are asked to bring baskets, and refreshments will be served during
the entertainment. Card playing will start at 8:30 p.m. ¶ Read the advertisement to be found on another page
of this issue."
OPENS SERVICE STATION "Announcement is made in an advertisement on another page of The Herald
of Louis Daus Filling Station, located east of Rib Lake on State Highway 102. Mr. Daus will handle Texaco
gas and oils, and invites your patronage."
BUYS WESTBORO STORE "Myron Hanson, a resident of the Rib Lake area for the past several years and
a clerk in the Lumber Company Store, and Robert Hanson, a brother of Abbotsford, and who recently was
discharged from the Air Corps, have purchased the former Frank Ruprich General Store at Westboro and
took over the operations."

The building is the old William Gessert Meat Market,
remodeled by Art Schultz.

At this time every town chairman was - by virtue of the office
- automatically a member of the county board. Since the
population varied wildly from one township to another, this
system resulted in great inequities. It was later done away with
in favor of the principle of "one man-one vote".

11/23/1945

Agriculture &
Clubs/Orders

11/23/1945

Businesses

11/23/1945

Westboro

11/30/1945

Businesses

ART'S STATION TO OPEN DECEMBER 3. "Art Schultz, who operated the service station across from
Lake Theatre for a number of years, leaving there last July, will again operate this station and will open for
business Monday, Dec. 3. D-X products will be handled as in the past."

The ad read "Art's Service Station, located across from Lake
Theatre, complete service - D-X products. We invite your
patronage. Art Schultz." This was located on Lot 12, Block B
of McComb's Racing Park Addition; the street address is 844
McComb. In 2008, the property is occupied by Barry
Anderson's Body Shop.

11/30/1945

Businesses

NEW SERVICE STATION TO OPEN DECEMBER 1 "Elsewhere in this issue of The Herald you will find
the announcement of the opening of Lindal's Service Station, located in the theatre block just opposite the
post office, beginning December 1. ¶ H.B. Lindal, proprietor of the new station, which will handle Standard
products, is well known to the people of Rib Lake. He was formerly located on the north end of Main Street
[McComb Ave.] across from the Lake Theatre. Construction work on his new station was started just a
short time ago, but has been rushed to completion."

The new movie theatre in Rib Lake was located on Lot 12,
Block A. The station stands on Lots 4 & 5, Block A, or 720
McComb Ave. ¶ This had been the site of the Wisconsin
Hotel. In 1914 my namesake, Robert Ludwig Rusch, ran a
shoe repair shop in the hotel building.

The gas station was located in the NW corner of Lakeshore
Drive and East Road in the Village limits. At that time both
roads were the route of STH 102.
In 2008, the former Frank Ruprich General Store building still
stands in Westboro. It is an imposing two-story brick
structure. It was built at the turn of the century - at which time
booming Westboro had a population of over 1000 people.

11/30/1945

11/30/1945

11/30/1945
(cont)

12/14/1945

12/28/1945

12/28/1945

1946

Businesses

OLD TIMER VISITS HERE "Joseph Kelnhofer of Long Beach, California, and a former Rib Lake resident,
is visiting his nephews, Eddie and Arthur Kelnhofer, of this Village, and also his brother, Dr. C. Kelnhofer
at Medford. ¶ In 1898, Joe, who is a carpenter by trade, with his brother George, built the building now
known as Seidel's General Store, and operated a general store in this building for several years. He left Rib
Lake about 38 years ago and has prospered and enjoyed good health all these years. He is 73 years of age
and very active. His wife passed away last September."
Rib Lake Herald THIS ISSUE OF THE HERALD COMPLETES 48 YEARS OF SERVICE "This issue of the Herald
completes another year of publication, or Volume 48 #52, which you find printed at the top and left corner
of the front page of the paper. Providing you have been a steady subscriber to the Herald during those 48
years, you would have received 2,496 issues of this paper. No doubt but what there are some subscribers
who have been taking the paper continuously during all the 48 years. ¶ It was way back in 1897 that A.C.
McComb, the real estate agent of Oshkosh, and J.J. Kennedy, who is given credit as being the founder of
Rib Lake and the first sawmill owner within the Village, who persuaded Frank B. Hand of Hurley, the then
publisher of the Montreal River Minor, to come to Rib Lake and establish a newspaper. ¶ On Dec. 3, 1897,
Mr. Hand, accompanied by J.J. Voemastek, who had learned the printing trade working in the Bessemer,
Michigan, Herald published at that time by Sherman M. Hand, arrived in Rib Lake. On Dec. 10 of that year,
the first issue of the Rib Lake Herald was published. The type for the paper was all hand set, and with little
printing equipment to do with, it was a big undertaking,
Rib Lake Herald even in the village as small as Rib Lake was at that time. ¶ Mr. Voemastek worked with Mr. Hand for
(cont)
several months, after which he acquired a half interest in the business. This partnership lasted for a number
of years or until 1910 when Mr. Voemastek bought out his partner and continued with the publication of the
Herald. In 1938 he turned the business over to his son, R.J. Voemastek. ¶ In February, 1940, Mr. and Mrs. L.
L. Arnold purchased the business from R.J. Voemastek, and only recently, on Nov. 7, 1945, sold to the
present owners. Mr. and Mrs. Arnold have made improvements during their tenure as owners. They
purchased and moved into the present building which houses the Herald about 4 years ago. And
considerable new type and equipment was added. ¶ Mr. Voemastek served Rib Lake as Postmaster for 15
years, resigning about 3 years ago due to ill health. He clearly recalls the early days in Rib Lake and no
doubt is one of the oldest citizens residing within the Village at the present time. Although his health is such
that he is unable to get around a great deal, he is enjoying his retirement with his wife at their home here in
the Village."
Post Office
VERL A. BOKATH APPOINTED POSTMASTER "Verl A. Bokath, who has been acting Postmaster here
since June 1, 1944, has been notified this week by the Postmaster General of his appointment as Postmaster.
¶ Verl was born in Rib Lake and attended the local schools, and has been a resident of this Village most of
his life. He is very well known and has a host of friends. He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. William Bokath,
highly esteemed citizens of this community. ¶ Verl spent some time in the service, prior to that time being
employed as a clerk in the Seidel Food Store. ¶ The Herald joins with his other friends in congratulating him
on his newly appointed position."
Church - Lutheran - JOINT MEETING HELD "At a joint meeting held last Sunday evening, St. John's and St. Peter's Lutheran
St. John's & St. congregations of Rib Lake and Town of Greenwood voted unanimously to request Rev. O.E. Hoffmann to
Peter's
return the call received from Trinity Lutheran Congregation of Carver, Minnesota, and to remain as their
pastor. The congregations rejoiced when Rev. Hoffmann announced that he would abide by their decision
and remain with them as their pastor."
Hunting & Law LIMITATIONS ON STORAGE OF GAME "Popularity of frozen food lockers makes it possible to hold
game for indefinite periods, but there are definite state limitations on the storage of game, the Conservation
Department pointed out today. ¶ Permits have been issued to about 25,000 Wisconsin hunters to bring
pheasants and other game from the hunting grounds of the Dakotas. Wisconsin hunters, under state permit,
are permitted to bring into the state whatever it's legal to shoot in the state where the game was taken. This
makes it possible for Conservation Wardens to determine whether a bag of game was taken legally in
another state or illegally in Wisconsin. ¶ In all cases hunters are allowed to keep their game in storage for 90
days after the close of the season in which the game is taken, regardless of whether it was taken in a
Wisconsin season or in a season elsewhere. In order to keep game in storage longer than 90 days after the
close of the season, it is necessary to get a special permit from the Conservation Department..."

The Kelnhofer store building is still standing on Lot 1, Block
C of McComb's Racing Park Addition; the street address is
801 McComb. In 2008, the building is the only grocery store
left in the Village; now capably run by Ed Zondlo.

The article spelled the pastor's last name with both one and
two n's.

End of Volume for the year 1945.

1/4/1946

1/11/1946

1/11/1946

1/11/1946

1/25/1946

1/25/1946

1/25/1946
2/1/1946

2/1/1946

Businesses

NEW LOCKER PLANT OPENED JANUARY 2 "Rib Lake's new locker plant opened for business January
2, with the owner, Peter Bogumill, as manager. ¶ Construction on the plant got underway the early part of
November when Mr. Bogumill returned here from Milwaukee and obtained a sufficient number of persons
to lease lockers and insure installation of the plant. The plant is located on the ground floor of the Bogumill
building, Mr. and Mrs. Bogumill having living quarters on the second floor. It is of new construction and all
new and up-to-date equipment has been installed..."
Health
FIVE CASES OF SCARLET FEVER REPORTED HERE "It is has been reported that Rib Lake has five
cases of Scarlet Fever among children of school age, and as Scarlet Fever is a communicable disease, the
local health officer, Dr. A.S. Horn, has advised in a notice published in this week's Herald, that any
indications of illness with children be promptly reported. Principal of Schools, S.W. Zielanis, also has
published a notice that any grade or high school pupil who is absent for three consecutive days or more from
school must obtain a health report from the health officer before they may return to school..."
Rib Lake - Village OLD LANDMARK TORN DOWN "The building which was owned by Art Swanson and where he
& Businesses
conducted a tavern, and later sold to the local American Legion Post, has been completely torn down and the
lumber and other materials salvaged by George Seidel, who purchased the building from the Legion for that
purpose. ¶ The building was constructed in 1903 by Hiram Sargent, a harness maker. Later, it was sold to J.
J. Voemastek, former owner of the Herald, where the newspaper was published for a number of years. Mr.
Voemastek also occupied living quarters on the second floor. The building was sold to George Braun, Sr.,
who resided on the second floor with his son, George, Jr., operating a pool and bowling alley on the second
floor. A barbershop has also been housed in the building. ¶ The land is now owned by the American Legion
Post."
Schools & People O.R. THOMPSON APPOINTED SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER "O.R. Thompson, local manager of the Rib
Lake Dairy, was appointed treasurer of School District 1, Village and Town of Rib Lake. This appointment,
due to the resignation of J. Mauch, former member who has left the Village to take up a position in Illinois,
was made by the other two members of the board, Wesley Schmidt, Clerk, and Earl Edens, Director. The
appointment runs until the annual school district meeting and election in the spring."
War - Soldiers

SHIPPING ADDRESS FOR VICTORY CLOTHING "Dr. E.B. Elvin of Medford, Taylor County Chairman
for the Victory Clothing collection, informed the Herald this week that the shipping address for all clothing
collected is to be the Leicht Transfer and Storage Company, 1400 S. State St., Green Bay, Wis. ¶ The
Victory Clothing Collection for overseas relief will come to an end next week, January 31. It is important
that any clothing, shoes, rubbers, etc., that you wish to donate during this drive be turned in prior to next
week Thursday. Boxes in which you may deposit your clothing have been placed in the post office and
stores. Or, if you have a box full of clothing, you may contact Mrs. E.J. Synnott, local chairman, or Mrs.
George Seidel, co-chairman, as to its disposition."
Obituary
ROBERT C. ANDERSON "Robert C. Anderson, 75, a resident of Spirit, passed away at his home January
20, a stroke being the cause of his death, although he had been in poor health for a number of years. Funeral
services were held from the Baptist Church of Spirit and burial made in the Spirit Cemetery. Survivors
include his wife, two daughters, Della Anderson, and Mrs. Jule Swensen, and one son, Pfc. Robert, who is
stationed with the Marines in China."
Businesses
EFFECTIVE FEBRUARY 1, 1946 "Men's haircuts-60 cents; shaves-30 cents; children's haircut-35 cents
(under 14 years); Jam's Barbershop, Menning's Barbershop, Rib Lake, Wis."
Businesses & J.J. MISS KENNEDY SELLS INTEREST IN DRUG STORE "A business deal which was closed the first of the
Kennedy & family year, but not made publically known until this week, was the dissolving of the partnership of the UpjohnKennedy Drug Company, at which time Richard Upjohn purchased Miss Kennedy's interest in the company.
And although the business will continue as a partnership, it will hereafter be known as the Upjohn and Son
Drug Company, Richard being the son of Mr. and Mrs. James Upjohn. ¶ It is over 25 years ago that Miss
Anna Mae Kennedy purchased an interest in the business, and at which time the drug company was formed.
Miss Kennedy has been a resident of Rib Lake most of her life, and is very well known here. She is a
registered pharmacist. ¶ Richard, who was discharged from the Army last September after 4 1/2 years of
service, has been working in the drug store since his return to Rib Lake. His father and partner in business
have been in the drug business for over 40 years, having arrived in Rib Lake in 1902."
Rib Lake Herald & L.L. ARNOLD FAMILY LEAVES FOR BARRON "Mr. and Mrs. L.L. Arnold, who have resided in Rib
People
Lake since Feb. of 1940, and as publishers of the Herald until last November, will leave here today for their
new home in Barron. Mr. Arnold has purchased a filling station and store in Barron, where they resided
previously to coming to Rib Lake. Their son, "Bud," who was recently discharged from the Air Corps, will
accompany them to their new home. Their many friends here in this territory wish them success in their new
business venture."

In 2008, the Bogumill building still stands at 728 McComb
Ave. It occupies Lot 6 and others, Block A, McComb's
Racing Park Addition to the Village of Rib Lake.

The land in question houses the Genesis Youth Center, 818
McComb Ave.

Large ads in the Herald have been soliciting clothing and
shoes for shipment overseas; graphic pictures have illustrated
the destitute conditions prevailing in much of war-torn
Europe.

In 2008, the former drug store is the Ultimate Illusion, 713
McComb Ave.
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Obituary

2/8/1946 (cont)

2/8/1946

2/8/1946

2/15/1946

CARD PARTY HAS FINE ATTENDANCE "The card party, sponsored by the Band-Parents Club, and held
at the high school building, was well attended, an enjoyable evening spent by those present. ¶ Prizes were
awarded in schafskopf to Stanley Zielanis, high; Dr. Mauch 2nd and John Stelling 3rd of the men's players.
Ladies awarded prizes were Mrs. John Stelling, high; Mrs. Oscar Greening, 2nd and Mrs. William Edens,
3rd. In 500, O. Reistad received the high prize, and door prize was given to Stanley Resudek."
FISH FRY EVERY FRIDAY "Beginning February 1, Blue Royal, junction of Highways 13 and 102, Walter The Blue Royal was a genuine road house, offering food and
Ahlers, proprietor."
drink and sleep to travelers on Highway 13. It closed about
1980.
FAWN VALLEY SCHOOL "Bernice Gilge has been absent from the 6th grade for several days and Tony
Bernice Gilge is the daughter of Martha and Julius Gilge. She
Malewicz from the 7th grade. ¶ The 7th and 8th grades are working on a library unit, and are helping to
had one sister and 9 brothers. The Gilge farm is on the east
classify library books, clean and shellac them. ¶ The music class is working on two new songs this week:
side of CTH C and made up of the N 1/2 - SW 1/4, Section 31,
Robin Hood and California. These songs correlate with their language and history classes. ¶ Ronald
Town 33 North, 3 East. As a child, Bernice vowed she would
Minaccini and Bernard Yanko are our furnace caretakers now."
never live on a dairy farm. Ironically, all of her siblings grew
up and moved off the farm. Bernice married Conrad Roder
and to this day, 2008, happily resides on a dairy farm in the
Town of Greenwood.

CARL YORDE "Carl Yorde, 53, life-long resident of Rib Lake, passed away at St. Luke's Hospital in
Milwaukee on Feb. 2, after a lingering illness of chronic nephritis and diabetes.¶ Born on a farm near this
Village on Aug. 24, 1892, and where he spent his early childhood, he moved then to Rib Lake where he met
and was married to Olga Hein Sept. 22, 1914. He was employed at the RLLC for a number of years and was
employed as a custodian at the local high school building. He was well and favorably known to practically
everyone in Rib Lake. Funeral services were held at St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church on Wednesday
afternoon with the Rev. O.E. Hoffmann conducting the services and burial made in Lakeview Cemetery.
Pallbearers were: Earl Edens, Herman Monske, Rudolph Eugene, Otto and Robert Hein. ¶ His wife having
preceded him in death, survivors include three children, Minnie of Rib Lake (Ella), Mrs. E. Bohm of West
Allis and Leo of the Army; 4 brothers, Albert and August of Rib Lake; Herman of Lake City, Minnesota;
and Ernest of Anaheim, California; a sister, Mrs. Frank Gnotke of Lake City, Minnesota.
Obituary (cont) ¶ Those from out of town that were here to attend the funeral were Herman Yorde and daughter Margaret,
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Gnotke of Lake City, Minnesota; and Mr. and Mrs. Bohm and daughter Barbara of West
Allis."
Obituary
AUGUST HEDEN "August Heden, 89, one of the pioneer settlers of Ogema, passed away at the home of his
son, Carl, in Ogema Sunday afternoon. Although not in the best of health for some time, his advanced age
was the cause of death. Funeral services were conducted at the Lutheran Church in Ogema and burial was in
the Ogema Cemetery. Beside his son, Carl, with whom he made his home for a number of years, he leaves
another son, State Senator Ernest Heden, to mourn his death. The Taylor Funeral Home of Rib Lake had
charge of the body."
Hunting
CONSERVATION NOTES "Madison, Wis - Free lunch, 767 tons of it, is available to deer in the forest
areas of Wisconsin. ¶ Under a program laid down by the legislature, the food has been provided by the
Conservation Department, and the Department trucks have hauled it to the more critical areas of scarce
natural winter deer food. The Department points out that it is impossible to reach all deer with artificial food.
Experiments are continuing to determine whether deer can be moved away from critical areas by the
strategic placement of feed, but past efforts in this direction met with little success..."
Businesses & Fire FIRE DESTROYS LAKE THEATRE "The Lake Theatre here was completely destroyed by fire last
Saturday afternoon; the fire being discovered about 4:30 p.m. and the entire contents a loss to its owners.
Although some insurance was carried on both the building and the equipment, the loss will run into several
thousand dollars. Fred Bailey and Ernest Krueger, local men, sustained injuries when a portion of the
building they were standing near collapsed from the terrific fire...¶ The local fire department responded
immediately after the siren was sounded. And although some time elapsed before water was turned onto the
burning structure, the department had the fire under control within a short time....¶ It was about 35 years ago
that the building was constructed by Edward Johnson, who operated the hardware store and theatre in the
building where the Olson Hardware is now located. The building was originally built to house farm
machinery, but was later remodeled and turned into a theatre. During the last world war, the building was
also used as an armory, where a company of men was formed and drilled.

The family gave its name to a beautiful town highway east of
Ogema, Heden Road.

Lake Theatre #1, c. 1906-1946, occupied the lot which in 2008
is the American Legion Post #274 Veterans' Park, the
southwest corner of Fayette and McComb Ave. (Block C, Lots
11 and 11A). ¶ Lake Theatre #2, 1946-c. 1980, stood in the
southeast corner of Landall and McComb Ave. (Block A, Lots
12 and 13). The new movie theatre was 40 x 106 feet, made
of brick and cost a whopping $30,000.

2/15/1946 (cont) Businesses & Fire ¶ Tony Hohl purchased the building in 1945, and several local businessmen purchased the theatre
(cont)
equipment, formed a corporation and operated the theatre. At the time the new Rib Lake Theatre
Corporation was formed, the equipment was sold to the new corporation and the equipment rented by the
corporation to Elmer Rudolph of Medford, who has since that time operated the theatre. ¶ Fortunately, Rib
Lake will not be without a theatre for long, for the new theatre building is expected to be completed and
operating within a short time. And the new building will be fireproof."
2/15/1946
Businesses & Rib NEW RIB LAKE THEATRE BUILDING SOLD TO A.F. HUGHES OF PHILLIPS "An important business
Lake - Village
transaction was concluded last Saturday when Mr. and Mrs. A.F. Hughes of Phillips purchased the new Rib
Lake Theatre building, which building is still under construction, but its completion is expected within 30
days. This deal has been pending for some time but could only be closed after a meeting of the many
stockholders, which was held in the Village Hall last Thursday evening, and a decision reached whereby the
stockholders authorized the Board of Directors to bring the sale of the building to conclusion. ¶ However,
the new owners will not take possession of the building until its completion, this being stipulated in the deal,
and at which time all new equipment will have been installed. The building committee will continue to
direct the construction of the building and obtain material as well as required new equipment not already
purchased. ¶ The Rib Lake Theatre Corporation was formed some months ago when a number of enthused
citizens realized that Rib Lake was in dire need of the new theatre, and knowing that the undertaking of a
new theatre building in this Village by
2/15/1946 (cont) Businesses & Rib only a few would be too great an obligation, practically every merchant, business and professional man, as
Lake - Village
well as others, were solicited to take stock in the newly formed enterprise. This was accomplished with
greater results than was anticipated, the response coming from everyone in this territory. And it was not long
thereafter that the present site of the theatre was obtained and ground was broken for its construction. Those
responsible for giving Rib Lake one of the finest and most up-to-date theatres in the state are to be
commended for their efforts..."
2/15/1946
War - Soldiers
LEHMAN-CLENDENNING NEW NAME OF POST "At a regular meeting of the Lehman Post #247 in the
American Legion, held in the Scout Hall last week, it was voted by all members present to change the name
of the local post to Lehman-Clendenning in memory of Lee Clendenning, who gave his life for his country
at Pearl Harbor in WWII. In that way the post will be honoring members of both wars. ¶ In the absence of
Commander Millard Kapitz, O.N. Markus, Taylor Co. Service Officer, who had been invited to the meeting
to answer pertinent questions of ex-servicemen, acted as Commander..."
2/15/1946
Health & Schools RIB LAKE VOTED OUT OF CONFERENCE RACE AND TO FORFEIT TOURNAMENT "Principal S.
W. Zielanis received a telephone call on Tuesday afternoon requesting his presence at a meeting of the
officers of the 3-C basketball conference at Medford, at which meeting it was voted 5-3 that Rib Lake forfeit
the tournament and be eliminated from playing conference games the remainder of the present season...¶
The basketball players and the people of Rib Lake are, of course, very much disappointed with the
decision...Rib Lake, as it now stands, leads the conference - and, in the minds of all local citizens, they will
continue to hold that lead until proven otherwise. The advice of health officers in obeyance therefrom is not
to be discounted, where there is an epidemic of communicable diseases. However, it is the concensus of
opinion of the majority here that the postponement of conference games could have continued, or as Mr.
Zielanis proposed, for a period of 3 weeks..."
2/15/1946
Health & Schools A DIFFERENT DECISION ON MONDAY As the basketball game scheduled here for Monday evening
between the Medford Red Raiders and the Rib Lake Redmen had to be cancelled, as the Medford City
Health Officer would not allow the Red Raiders to play here on the evening, due to scarlet fever within the
Village, a meeting of the officers of the 3-C conference was held in that city in regard to the remaining
conference basketball games. Principal S.W. Zielanis and Coach E.C. Wilson were present at the meeting,
and it was decided that until such time the above-named teams could play their conference game, all other
remaining scheduled games of the conference would be postponed. For on this game hinges the possibility
of a tie with several of the teams, providing Medford should win from the Redmen. However, should
Medford lose this game, and with Rib Lake leading the northern division of the 3-C conference, having 5
wins to 2 losses, the Redmen would be the undisputed winners of the northern conference."
2/15/1946
Railroads - Wis. SLEEPING CAR SERVICE RETURNS TO SOO LINE "Readers will be interested in the announcement
Central
that the Soo Line will, effective Feb. 16, re-establish daily sleeping car service on the night train between
Ashland and Chicago, and northbound, Chicago to Ashland, Feb. 17. ¶ It is our hope and our belief that
travel-minded readers, realizing the importance that this type of transportation service holds for northern
Wisconsin, will support it with patronage, which will completely vindicate the Soo Line people in the
decision they have made."

The new Lake Theatre would occupy the site of the former P.
E. Marcus store, called "The Fair." The location was on the
SE corner of Landall and McComb Ave. It occupied Lots 12
and 13 of Block A, McComb's Racing Park Addition. By
1960, it had ceased to be used regularly as a movie theatre.
The last public use of the new Rib Lake Theatre building that I
recall was about 1965 when a Rib Lake historical film was
played there. The building was torn down about 1990. In
2008, the site is a vacant lot. Incorporated into the brick

structure of the movie theatre was a tavern. For many years it
was operated by Butch Ward.

Wilford Lehman died in WWI in 1918.

The Herald also continued the coverage of the scarlett fever
epidemic and its effect on school by running this next article.

In 1946, Rib Lakers could catch the Soo Line passenger train,
"The Laker," at Westboro, Chelsea, Medford, or the host of
other small depots. Grand Central Station in Chicago was 317
railroad miles from Medford.

2/22/1946

2/22/1946

2/22/1946 (cont)
2/22/1946

2/22/1946

3/1/1946

3/1/1946 (cont)

Health & Schools GERMAN MEASLES HITS VILLAGE "With from 15-20 cases of German measles already reported, it
appears that Rib Lake is in for an epidemic of this disease. First reports of the disease came to the local
health officer, Dr. A.S. Horn, during the past weekend, and has increased daily since that time. ¶ German
measles is a communicable disease, and although not as contagious as other types of measles, it requires
quarantine to help prevent the spread of the disease. However, the quarantine period is usually only a week,
and does not prevent other members of the family from entering or leaving the premises under quarantine
with this disease. But the patient is required to be isolated from other members of the family, so as not to
come into direct contact with them. ¶ Dr. Horn reports no new cases of scarlet fever in the Village, which
closed local schools for a week and denied Rib Lake High School basketball team from completing
conference games, and believes the disease has been checked."
Obituary
LEO F. SEIDEL, FORMER RESIDENT, PASSES AWAY "Leo P. Seidel, 45, former resident of Rib Lake,
passed away at his home in Milwaukee last Saturday, Feb. 16. Heart trouble was the cause of his untimely
death. ¶ Born on a farm just east of the Village and near Rib Lake, where his parents resided, he grew to
young manhood. It is about 20 years ago that he moved to Milwaukee. He was married to Marie Enders of
Medford and they continued to make their home in Milwaukee, where he was steadily employed, but made
repeated trips back to Rib Lake and Medford during those years; for it is in this territory that many of his
relatives reside and he has a host of friends who held him in high esteem. ¶ Beside his wife and 4 children,
Marilyn, Patrick, Carol and Charles, he leaves to mourn his death his father, Charles, Rib Lake; 7 brothers,
George, Carl, Anton, Bernard and Leonard, all of Rib Lake; and Ray of St. Louis, Missouri, and John of
Milwaukee; 3 sisters, Agatha (Mrs. Tony Hohl), Rib Lake; Anna (Mrs. Adolph Zellmer) and Agnes Seidel
of Milwaukee, his father-in-law, Lambert Enders of Medford, and other relatives.
Obituary (cont) ¶ Funeral services were held Tuesday from the J.H. Becker and Sons Funeral Home in St. Catherine's Parish
in Milwaukee and interment was made in Holy Cross Cemetery. Six brothers acted as pallbearers.."
Attorney
CLIFFORD L. CURRAN NOW ASSOCIATED WITH LEICHT "Announcement is made in this week's
An advertisement in the Herald indicated the new law firm in
Herald that Clifford L. Curran, former Rib Lake citizen, being the son of Mr. and Mrs. Fred Curran, and
Medford was "Leicht and Curran - offices in the Newburg
former judge of county and juvenile courts of Taylor County, is now associated with Herman Leicht in the Building on Main Street - telephone #266".
practice of law. Clifford was recently released from active duty with the U.S. Naval Reserve."
Obituary

MRS. ELIZABETH BULLIS "Mrs. Elizabeth Bullis, 84, a former resident of Antigo, died Feb. 6 of
influenze at the home of her son, Leonard Bullis, in Milwaukee. ¶ She was born May 22, 1861 at West
Bend. In March, 1877, she married Julius Bullis at De Pere. She moved to Antigo from De Pere in 1919 and
lived there until 1926, when she moved to Rib Lake. During her residence here, she was a member of St.
John's Catholic Church. ¶ Surviving are one daughter, Mrs. E.J. Welch, Milwaukee; and three sons, William
of Rib Lake; James of Oconto, and Leonard of Milwaukee. Preceding her in death were her husband, who
died in 1921, in Antigo, and 5 children. ¶ Mrs. Bullis made her home here with her son William for some
time and will be remembered by many Rib Lake people..."
Rib Lake - Village VILLAGE BOARD VOTES TO PUT WATER TO REFERENDUM OF RIB LAKE VOTERS
& Politics &
"Undoubtedly the most important piece of business of a magnitude to be transacted in a Village Board
Utilities
meeting in a number of years was accomplished Tuesday evening at the regular meeting, when the Board
unanimously voted to adopt a resolution for the construction and establishment of a water works plant and
system in Rib Lake, with provisions for the method of payment, and submitting the proposition to a
referendum of the voters on April 2. ¶ Present at this meeting were the Village President Elmer Taylor,
Village Clerk Frank Becker, and Trustees Ed Kelnhofer, Anton Hoffman, Arthur Schultz, John Freeck and
Harold Zielke. Also A.W. Scholl, engineer, of the McMahon Engineering Company of Menasha, and Harry
B. Heign, Vice President of the Brokerage Firm of Mullaney, Ross and Company of Chicago.
Rib Lake - Village ¶ Heign gave a lengthy talk on the financing of the proposed water system and discussed the method of
& Politics &
paying for the system. He brought up a number of municipal systems the company he represents had
Utilities (cont)
financed in the past through the sale of bonds and said there were few exceptions where difficulties occurred
with municipality and retiring of their bonds...Engineer Scholl answered various questions of the Board and
discussed different phases of the engineering. ¶ The Board members discussed the many aspects related to
the water system and brought into consideration the local lumber company business establishments and
other property owners within the Village. It was the consensus of the Board that taxation of the Village was
to an extreme at the present time, and deemed the proposed system be paid for by the issuance of water
works mortgage revenue bonds, with the revenue derived from water users retiring the bonds.

3/1/1946 (cont)

Rib Lake - Village ¶ The question of water and sewage system in this Village has been a matter of discussion for a number of
& Politics &
years. Many citizens believe the Village will not continue to prosper until such time that both water and
Utilities (cont)
sewer mains have been laid in the Village. Others feel that it is too great an obligation for a Village of this
size; carrying the thought that eventually the one large industry - the RLLC - will have diminished their
timber holdings and leave. However, the great American system of voting, with the majority carrying, will
be the decisive factor in determining this question of April 2..."
3/1/1946
History - 3/1/1946 MAY PUBLISH COUNTY HISTORY "Arthur J. Latton of Medford, a former publisher of the Medford
Star News, and County Superintendent of Schools for 16 years, was a Rib Lake visitor last week, gathering
information for a history of Taylor County, which he plans to have printed in book form. Latton has resided
in Medford since 1881 and at the present time is Justice of the Peace. A son, an attorney, resides at Portage
and a daughter in New York. He plans to be present at the next meeting of the Rib Lake Commercial Club to
give his views on his contemplated history."
3/1/1940
Hunting &
DEER FEEDING "More deer in northern Wisconsin woods are being fed by artificial this year than ever
Environment
before in history. ¶ Following a legislative mandate, a field forest of the State Conservation Department,
employing trucks, tractors, toboggans and backpacks, have hauled about 2 million pounds of hay and grain
into remote yards of the silent forest to prevent starvation among the big game animals during the severe
winter weather, when they are unable to reach the customary sources of browse. ¶ Because the winter
through the first of this month was mild, little starvation has yet been reported. But wardens and rangers
report that the natural browse supply of the deer country continues to 'deteriorate,' indicating that there
remain more animals than the carrying capacity of the winter range."
3/15/1946
Fire & RLLC
DAMAGING FIRE AT SAWMILL AVERTED TUESDAY NIGHT BY WATCHMAN "The blowing of
the local mill company's whistle Tuesday night at about 12 o'clock, brought a number of people to the
sawmill, where it found the interior filled with smoke and fire in the "hog." Although the fire was quickly
extinguished, serious damage could have resulted, or even destruction of the mill, had not the night
watchman discovered the fire when he did. ¶ The night watchman, Jake Melaski, while making his usual
rounds of the mill just before midnight, detected smoke, and upon closer investigation, discovered flames
shooting from the hog. He immediately poured water onto the flames, which fortunately had not gotten a
good start, and sounded the mill whistle.
3/15/1946 (cont) Fire & RLLC (cont) ¶ The mill does not operate nights at the present time, and it is thought the fire may have started unnoticed
before the day shift completed their day's work at 5:00. This could be possible as the hog-which functions
during the operation of the mill and cuts wood into small pieces-is a bulky machine, and the wood being
green, could possibly smolder for hours before being discovered. ¶ Although some damage occurred, it was
nominal, according to reports we received. The mill resumed operations Wednesday morning."
3/22/1946

Schools

3/22/1946

Obituary

3/29/1946

Businesses

LOCAL SCHOOLS CLOSED FOR "MUD" VACATION "The Rib Lake Public Schools closed Tuesday
morning due to the conditions of country roads, and what is known as the spring "mud" vacation. The warm
weather the past several days brought this about, as the frost is beginning to leave the ground and dirt roads
are becoming difficult to traverse. ¶ This annual vacation, of course, is enjoyed by the majority of school
children, but as it must be made up before school closes, it will leave that many less days to enjoy the
summer vacation. With present weather conditions prevailing until next Monday, and the roads have dried,
the schools will reopen."
MRS. MARY CARKULA "Mrs. Mary Carkula, 86, passed away at Oshkosh on Monday evening, March
18, after a short illness. ¶ Mrs. Carkula was a resident of Rib Lake for 38 years, having resided here with
her family until 1942, and the death of her husband in that year; Mr. Carkula was an employee of the RLLC.
She then moved to Oshkosh to live with her daughter. ¶ Services will be conducted from St. John's Catholic
Church this Thursday morning, the Rev. Frederick Stock officiating, and burial made in the Catholic
Cemetery. ¶ Survivors include two sons, Mike and Andy, one daughter (Emma), Mrs. Joseph Pfeiffer, and
two grandchildren, Dorothy and Fred, all of Oshkosh."
SMITHS BLACKSMITH SHOP RECEIVING IMPROVEMENTS "The Herman Smith Blacksmith and
Welding Shop, located directly east of the bank building, is being remodeled this week. Large entrance
doors, and the ceiling is being raised to accommodate larger vehicles. This requires an addition being added
to the building where the doors and ceilings will be raised. Vic Daue is doing the carpenter work."

Arthur J. Latton's book was published and it is a gem: The
Reminiscences of Taylor County. Up to this date, it is the
only Taylor County history available.

The hog was a huge chipping machine. Blades 10" wide and a
foot long were spun on a huge wheel. The wood waste was
sent through the hog and turned into "hog feed," or wood
chips.

Please note the reference to the burial in the Catholic
cemetery. This is a puzzling comment. Rib Lake has never
had any cemetery except a union cemetery in which the
religious affiliation of the deceased made no difference in their
placement, although the late Ed Martin claimed that - at first Catholics and Protestants were buried in different locations.
This building is still standing on the north side at the extreme
end of Landall Street in the Village. Alan and Linne Hanson
were the last blacksmiths to work there; they closed the
blacksmith shop in 2005.

3/29/1946

Forests & Fire &
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4/5/1946

4/5/1946

RANGERS WARN AGAINST FIRE PERMIT VIOLATIONS "During the last few weeks, the winter snows
have been disappearing and with the small amount of fall rains of the last season the forest country will be
without a normal supply of water this coming season. Everyone is warned to use added precaution and care
in any burning they might do. If you attend to any brush, grass or stump burning this spring, be sure and
have a burning permit, watch your fire until completely out; you are responsible for the cost of suppression.
¶ All [fire] towers in District 6, comprising Ashland, Price and part of Taylor Counties, will be manned and
all smoke reported and checked. A determined effort to control and stamp out forest fires is being made, and
all laws in regard to fire permits and forest fire permits and forest fires will be enforced. Signed H.
Bergquist, Forest Ranger."
PROGRESSIVE-REPUBLIC CLUB TO BE ORGANIZED "On March 31, Progressives of the 10th
Congressional District plan to meet at the Labor Temple at Superior, for the purpose of organizing a 10th
District Progressive-Republican Club…"
BERGQUIST CANDIDACY ANNOUNCED AS DEMOCRAT "Henry J. Bergquist of Rhinelander, who
recently announced his candidacy for Congressman of the 10th District, but without party alignment, this
week informed The Herald he will seek the nomination of that office on the Democratic ticket. A former
Progressive Assemblyman and candidate for Lt. Governor in 1942, he decided to join the Democratic Party
after the Progressives had met at Portage and made their decision to henceforth operate within the
Republican Party."
FRITIOF HULTMAN "Fritiof Hultman, 67, a resident of the Town of Hill, passed away at the Medford
Hospital on March 20. Heart trouble was the cause of his death. ¶ Burial was made in the Town of Hill
Cemetery last Saturday. Pallbearers were Fred Leitz, Harry Magnuson, Gust Nelson, Bennie and Arthur
Bergson (sic) and John Lundberg. ¶ He left to survive him his wife, Julia; two sons, Melvin and Arland, and
three sisters, Mrs. Gust Swanson, Mrs. Fred Anderson and Mrs. Cutts."

Businesses & Spirit MAPLE GROVE NEW OWNERS TAKE OVER THIS WEEK "Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Thiele of Chicago,
Lake
who recently purchased the Maple Grove Tavern and grounds at Spirit Lake, have taken possession and
moved their household goods in this week."
Health
TYPHOID FEVER CASES "Dr. A.S. Horn, Health Officer, reports two cases of typhoid fever within the
Village."
Hunting
ALL-TIME HIGH IN FISHING-HUNTING EXPECTED "People hunted and fished in record numbers last
year in spite of war-time restriction, and the Conservation Department declared today that a new all-time
high in hunting and fishing was a certainty this year. ¶ In spite of restricted travel during the vacation period
last year, the sale of all licenses reached an all-time high. ¶ Wisconsin non-resident fishing licenses reached
145,000, which is comparable to the previous record averages of 30, 40 and 41. ¶ More deer tags were sold
than in any year previous, except the split season, 1943. ¶ Voluntary sportsman licenses have increased to a
new high of 12,000. ¶ Wisconsin residents spent nearly 1/4 million dollars on fishing licenses. ¶ Wisconsin
is about to experience its greatest year of its history of outdoor recreation, the Department predicts. And
people going to the resort country will find many new hosts. Records of the Conservation Department show
that there has been a big turnover in resort ownership."
ICE LEAVES LAKE LAST SUNDAY, MARCH 31. "The ice in Rib Lake made its departure last Sunday,
March 31. This is exceptionally early, according to local citizens. Last year the ice went out on April 9 and
the year before, the latter part of April."
Politics & Rib Lake WATER, SEWER, MEMORIAL REFERENDUMS CARRY HERE "Although Rib Lake voters did not
- Village & Utilities surpass the vote of over 400 cast here some years ago in a presidential election, the 338 voters who went to
the polls Tuesday did make the spring election outstanding in the number of voters registered. And all
referendums - water, sewer, memorial building and sheriff - carried. ¶ There was no opposition in the
Village charter election for trustee, the three present members of the Village Board were re-elected. The
sheriff referendum carried in the Village by a small margin of 8 votes. ¶ Following is the official vote on all
ballots. Sewer, yes 281, no 53. Water, yes 273, no 49. Memorial building, yes 206, no 126."

In 2008, a number of forest fire towers continue to be operated
during fire season. They include the Timm's Hill tower, the
Greenwood tower, located on the east side of CTH C, one mile
south of CTH M, and the Rindt tower in the Town of
Westboro.

His widow, Julia Hultman, was a phenomenal, amateur
photographer. For over 100 photographs taken by her, consult
the CD of Rib Lake History, Documents and Photos. A copy
is available at the Rib Lake Public Library.
Maple Grove became Mohr's Maple Knoll Tavern, on STH
102 just north of the county line.

The referendum was a state-wide referendum on the proposed
amendment to the Wisconsin Constitution to allow the person
holding the position of sheriff to have more than two
consecutive terms. The memorial building referendum
authorized the Village Board to build a recreational building in
the Village that would also serve as a memorial to deceased
soldiers.
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4/5/1946

Utilities

NO OPPOSITION VOICED AT MASS MEETING "There were over 70 persons present at the mass
meeting held at the high school Friday evening. The meeting was called for the purpose of gathering
together the citizens of Rib Lake that the facts on the proposed water and sewage system could be presented,
and to answer any questions pertaining to the systems. There was no opposition voiced throughout the
meeting. ¶ The speakers consisting of Harry B. Heigh, Chicago, of the firm of investment bankers who will
purchase the bonds, A.W. Scholl, Menasha, one of the engineers who will supervise the construction,
George Bernauer, Madison, and A.H. Krohns, Rhinelander, State Board of Health Engineers, were
introduced by Village Board President Elmer Taylor. ¶ Village President Taylor spoke and brought out facts
known to the Village Board as to the views of others in regard to the systems. Village Clerk Frank Becker
read a letter from a neighboring village in regard to their systems.
Utilities (cont)
¶ The State Board of Health Engineers brought to the attention of the mass meeting the fact that only 5
villages of the size of Rib Lake remain in the state without and sewage systems, and that 3 of those villages
now had systems under construction."
Businesses
RECREATIONAL CENTER BEING BUILT HERE "Ground was broken here last week for a new building,
which when completed will have 4 bowling alleys, a large recreation room, restaurant and tavern, and is
being constructed on the site of the Little Bohemia Tavern. According to plans, the new building will have
frontage, running from the bank building and over to the Jacob Sweet Shop and also have a front facing
south and directly back of the bank. The plans have been designed for an L-shaped building and were
approved by the State Industrial Commission January 29. ¶ Millard (Satch) Kapitz, who is having the
building constructed, and Carl E. Mohs, of that firm name with associates at Madison, architectural
engineers and designers of the building, and who will have charge of supervising construction, said Monday
the building, when completed, will be modern and up-to-date in every respect. ¶ Plans for the new building
are of a Bavarian design and will be unique in bringing out the old Bohemian atmosphere, which will be
incorporated in the interior of the building, Kapitz and Mohs said.
Businesses (cont) ¶ The building will be of cement block and steel construction. Lanon stone and Pecky cyprus timber work
will be utilized in both fronts of the structure. And Pecky cyprus, a timber of the south, will also be used
throughout the interior. ¶ The interior will be completely air conditioned and cathod lighting installed. Mohs
said that was the latest development in lighting. Ceilings will consist of acoustical tile and will absorb 98%
of noise vibrations, he also said. ¶ Entrance to the bowling alleys, recreational room, restaurant and tavern
may be taken from either the main street or south side. And for the convenience of those who do not care to
pass through the tavern to enter the alleys, the south side entrance leads directly into the alley. And the alleys
may be viewed from the tavern, Mohs said, as plate glass windows will be installed in the walls between the
tavern and the alleys. ¶ The alleys will consist of 4 Brunswick-Balke-Collender Company centennial maple
lanes, the latest in modern alleys.
Businesses (cont) ¶ The building is of one-story construction, and a modern heating system and toilet facilities will be located
on the main floor. Lockers are to be installed, and the large recreational room, approximately 40 x 40, will
accommodate dancers, private parties, banquets, or as a meeting place for organizations of both young and
old. ¶ There is no doubt but what Rib Lake is in need of a recreational center and with bowling becoming a
fastly growing sport in the north, both young and old will have an opportunity to enjoy this recreation after
the completion of the new Little Bohemia and - another new enterprise will have been added to this fastly
and ever-growing 'city'."
Environment & GAME FOOD AND COVER PLANTS AVAILABLE TO CLUBS "The Conservation Department has
Hunting
approximately 300,000 game food and cover plants available for distribution to clubs, organizations and
individuals interested in improving wildlife environments in their area. ¶ The material is furnished free,
express collect, to those who want to improve wildlife environment. ¶ Groups interested in promoting game
food and cover are asked to write to the Game Management Division, Conservation Department, Madison.
Plant material cannot be used for landscaping purposes, and no orders will be accepted for less than 50
plants of any one type or a total of less than 500 of all varieties. The stock is shipped from the Griffith
Nursery, Wisconsin Rapids, or can be called for at that point. ¶ Plants available include mountain ash, white
ash, basswood, bittersweet, black haw, buffalo berry, chokeberry, red chokeberry, coralberry, gray dogwood,
red osier dogwood, silky dogwood, American elder, red elder, wild grape, hackberry, mountain holly,
honeysuckle, ninebark, Virginia creeper, wayfaring tree, willow cuttings and winterberry."
Roads
NOTICE OF WEIGHT RESTRICTION ON COUNTY HIGHWAYS IN TAYLOR COUNTY "Effective at
this time, all county trunk highways are limited to 7,500 pounds. Signed W.C. Miller, County Highway
Commissioner."

The Village of Rib Lake did not have a sewage treatment plant
until 1965.

This refers to the construction of the Little Bohemia bar,
bowling alleay and restaurant, which, as of 2008, still thrives
at 806 McComb Ave.

4/19/1946

Businesses

LAKESIDE CHANGES HANDS "The Herald has been informed this Thursday morning that a deal was
completed whereby Almond G. Koehler disposed of his property east of town, and known as Lakeside
[tavern and dance hall], to Southwell Rosenfeldt. ¶ The Herald will have a more detailed report on this
important transaction next week."

4/19/1946
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Businesses

PLANT 3,000 TROUT IN MINK AND WOOD CREEKS NEAR HERE "John Marcon, Conservation
Warden of Medford, was in Rib Lake last Friday with a load of brook trout he was taking to Mink Creek to
be planted. This writer was invited to observe the 700 yearlings in the tank before being planted, and can
assure you they were beauties, ranging in length from 7-13 inches. ¶ On Saturday and again on Monday, two
loads of the same variety and size, were planted in Wood Creek. There were approximately 3,000 trout
planted in the two creeks, which consecutively should produce some good results with fishing this summer.
¶ The trout were shipped here from the St. Croix Rearing Ponds."
RECEIVES COMPOUND FRACTURE TO LEG WORKING AT MILL "Frank Yanko, while at work
unloading logs at the local sawmill last Friday afternoon, had the misfortune to have a log roll and strike his
left leg, causing a compound fracture just above the ankle. He was taken immediately to Dr. A.S. Horn's
office, where he received medical attention and was rushed to Memorial Hospital in Wausau. The Herald
has been informed that he is getting along nicely. ¶ Frank was discharged from the service some time ago
and is a son of Mr. and Mrs. Louis Yanko, Route 1."
LOUIS OLSON "Louis Olson, 79, who has been residing here at the home of his son, Leon, since last
August, passed away Monday morning. His death was attributed to his advanced age. ¶ Mr. Olson was born
in Sweden in 1867 and at an early age arrived in this country with his parents. He followed farming for a
number of years at Shell Lake, but later settled at Superior, where he was employed by the Great Northern
Railroad. ¶ One son having passed away in 1925, he is survived by his sons, Hugo and Ned, Superior; and
Leon, Rib Lake; five daughters: Anna (Mrs. Gust Eldian) Virginia, Minnesota; Stella (Mrs. Henry Belter),
Spooner; Neva (Mrs. Vern Ahlstrom), Duluth, Minnesota; Evelyn (Mrs. Rudy Nelson), Elm Brook Park,
Illinois; and Bernice (Mrs. Frank Flodin), Eau Claire. ¶ Mr. and Mrs. Leon Olson and children attended the
funeral at Superior Wednesday."
NEW FILLING STATION UNDER CONSTRUCTION "Work on the construction of a new building which
will house the office, greasing facilities, boiler and restrooms at Lindal's Goodwill Station, located in the
theatre block and directly south of the locker plant, was begun last week. ¶ H.B. Lindal, who is having the
building constructed on his filling station property, which he acquired last December, informed the Herald
that the building will have a 40-foot front and will be 30 feet deep. He also said the building will be of
fireproof construction. ¶ Martin Johnson is in charge of the construction and - at the present time - has Jack
Prien, Jack Anderson, Marvin Tauber, William Pendergast and Albert Zink working on the new building.
And, it's another new building for Rib Lake."
LAKE THEATRE "The new Lake Theatre is of stadium style, absolutely fireproof; seating capacity 394.
There is a "cry room", a lounge with candy and popcorn service, indirect lighting is used; seats are
cushioned and there is a row of seats equipped with earphones for the convenience of those hard of hearing.
The latest sound equipment has been installed. And the building is air conditioned for both summer and
winter."

4/19/1946

Gustafson Lumber ADVERTISEMENT "Building materials and supplies. Lumber-cement and plaster-roofing and shingles.
Co.
Brick and tile. Builder's hardware. Septic tanks. Coal and briquettes."

The Lakeside Tavern and Dance Hall stood on the north side
of Lake Street, 100 feet north of Rib Lake and 500 feet east of
the Village park. Its longtime owner and founder, I believe,
was Charles Seidel. The building closed in the 1970s and was
torn down. In 2008, Lawrence Kennedy has his home on the
site, 846 Lakeshore Drive.

In 2008, the vacant gas station stands at 720 McComb Ave.
The station was built by Hector B. Lindal, who sold it to
Clifford L. and Anna A. Fitch in 1947; from 5/15/1948 to
12/30/1969 Phyllis and Gordon R. Nordgren ran the Standard
Oil station and lived in the house to the rear.

The grand opening of the brand new Lake Theatre took place
on Saturday, April 20, 1946. It stood on the SE corner of
Landall and McComb. When the theatre project was first
conceived, a corporation was formed with Ed Stamm,
President; Elmer Taylor, Vice President; Earl Edens,
Secretary-Treasurer and O.R. Thompson and Millard Kapitz
on the Board of Directors. The stockholders authorized the
sale of the corporation and its assets - the new theatre - to Mr.
A.F. Hughes.
The Gustafson Lumber Company occupied the site of the
former Konz Sawmill; in 2008 the site is the Little Rib Mobile
Home Court.
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Businesses

NEW LAKE THEATRE ANNOUNCEMENT "We are pleased to announce the opening of the New Lake
Theatre at Rib Lake, Wis, Saturday, April 20, with one of the outstanding comedy features of the year, Bert
Abbott and Lou Costello "In Hollywood." There will be three shows on Saturday, starting with a matinee at
2:30 p.m. Evening shows at 7:30 and 9:30. ¶ Also a new serial "Zaro Black Whip". ¶ On Sunday, Monday
and Tuesday, April 21, 22 and 23, the feature action will be "Without Love," starring Spencer Tracy and
Katherine Hepburn. ¶ There will be two matinees on Saturday starting at 2:00 and 4:00 p.m. Evening shows
at 7:30 and 9:30. ¶ On Wednesday and Thurday, April 24 and 25, we will play "Murder He Says," starring
Fred MacMurray, Helen Walker and Majorie Main. ¶ We regret that we will be unable to have the curtains
and drapes for the opening, due to material shortage; however, we expect them in about 2 weeks - at which
time Rib Lake will have one of the most up-to-date theatres in this part of the state.
4/19/1946 (cont) Businesses (cont) ¶ The New Lake is equipped with the very latest in both sound and projection equipment. The new building
is fireproof throughout. We have installed the very latest in seats for your comfort. Make the New Lake
Theatre your headquarters for the best in entertainment. Signed New Lake Theatre, Rib Lake, Wis."
4/25/1946
Health & Obituary MRS. JOHN J. BLENNERT, JR. "Mrs. John J. Blennert, Jr, 25, passed away at Medford Hospital last week,
April 4. She had been ill two weeks, and typhoid fever is reported as the cause of her untimely death. ¶ Fern
Almira Willett was born at Merrill July 23, 1921. She moved here with her parents in 1927. On Nov. 21,
1941, she was united in marriage to John J. Blennert, Jr. Three children were born to them, Nancy Lee and
John Leslie, who survive, and James John, who preceded his mother in death. ¶ Funeral services were
conducted by the Rev. O.E. Hoffmann from the Taylor Funeral Home, and burial was made in Lakeview
Cemetery. Pallbearers were Aaron and John Freeck, Donald Everson, Roy Becker, Roger Reistad and
Marvyl Talbot. ¶ Beside her husband and two children, she is survived by her parents, Mr. and Mrs. James
Willett..."
4/25/1946
Recreation
COUNTY PARK COMMISSION MEETS AT MONDEAUX "The Taylor County Park Commission held a
meeting at the Mondeaux Dam Tuesday for the purpose of determining necessary repairs and improvements
of recreational facilities for the Mondeaux park area. Millard Kapitz, Vice Chairman of the Commission,
was in attendance from Rib Lake. ¶ With other members present were Emanuel Coontz, who again this year
contracted with the Commission to operate the Mondeaux Dam Resort. Coontz kept a record of visitors to
the area last year and is figured to show a total of over 8,000."
4/25/1946
RLLC
INSURANCE APPRAISAL BEING TAKEN AT LOCAL SAWMILL "L.J. Cram of the American
Appraisal Company, Milwaukee, is spending the week in Rib Lake, taking an insurance appraisal of RLLC's
sawmill."
4/26/1946
Fire
SWAMP FIRE BURNS OVER LARGE AREA WEDNESDAY "The Rib Lake Fire Department was called
out shortly after the noon hour Wednesday to put out a fire which burned over a large area just west of the
Village limits between the Soo Line right-of-way and the highway. ¶ Consisting mostly of dry grass, the fire
had got quite a start before the Department arrived at the scene and fortunately was under control in a short
time, for with the strong wind at the time, had the fire gotten across the highway, it could have spread
rapidly in the dry grass and threatened buildings in that vicinity. ¶ Some damage was done to the electric
poles of the Lake Superior District Power Company, which follow the highway."
4/26/1946
Businesses
CLOTHING STORE TO OPEN IN RIB LAKE "An important deal was completed recently whereby Henry
Schlais of Medford purchased the Ed Kotche building, formerly bowling alleys and tavern and operated by
William Kotche, and will remodel the building and open a men's, ladies and children's ready-to-wear
clothing store. ¶ Although the building has not been occupied for a number of years, the two bowling alleys
and pool tables still remain. Both Ed and William Kotche, brothers of Mrs. Frank Tauber of this Village,
were former residents of Rib Lake. Ed, who owned the building until this recent transaction, left here a
number of years ago and now resides in Chicago. William continued to conduct the business until 1941,
when he moved to Quincy, Illinois. Henry Sekadlo, an uncle of Mrs. Tauber, has been occupying the
upstairs room during the year the building has been vacant. ¶ Schlais informed the Herald that remodeling of
the building will get underway at once, and within a short time will have fixtures and a stock of goods
moved in.
4/26/1946 (cont) Businesses (cont) ¶ Mr. and Mrs. Schlais have already this week moved their household goods from Medford to the living
rooms above the store. ¶ And another new business will soon be added to Rib Lake's ever-growing Main
Street [McComb Ave.]."

The new theatre was 40 x 106 feet and "a stadium type." The
rear seats were higher than the front. In addition, there was a
16 x 30 foot store space for retail store purposes at street level.

As of 2008, trees have not returned to much of this burn-over.

The Schlais clothing store operated until approx. 1986, when it
went out of business. The building still stands. In 2008, Bob
Frombach owns the building which has been converted into a
variety of apartments. Its street address is 827 McComb. It
occupies parts of Lots 8 and 9, Block C, McComb's Racing
Park Addition.
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SELLS RESIDENCE PROPERTY "Art Schultz disposed of his residence property this week to Ernest
Sunderlin of Oshkosh. Mr. and Mrs. Sunderlin and children expect to take possession about June 1. Mr.
and Mrs. Schultz will at that time move into their residence property located directly south of their filling
station, and which has been occupied by Mr. and Mrs. Ed Stamm. Mr. Sunderlin will be employed at the
local Gamble Store."

OLD CHECK IS FOUND "A check in the amount of $31.73 made out to Paul Kaske by the RLLC on Nov.
10, 1917, was found recently in the fire rooms of the planing mill. ¶ Although the check is 29 years old, and
the edges charred by fire, all printed and written matter on the check is still legible. ¶ The check was "to
labor as per payroll for the first month ending October 31, 1917," and signed by O.W. Steffick, who was
then treasurer, and countersigned by S.J. Williams, at that time head bookkeeper, who later became
manager. ¶ The check had been endorsed by Paul Kaske, to whom the check was issued, to George J.
Kelnhoffer, deceased, and John J. Voemastek. ¶ Kaske is still employed by the lumber company, having
started in their employ in April of 1917."
ADVERTISEMENT "PULP CUTTERS WANTED "By the cord, skidded, to railroad. RLLC, Rib Lake,
Wis."
ANOTHER BUSINESS FOR RIB LAKE'S MAIN STREET "Another business will soon be added to Rib
Lake's ever-growing Main Street when Dr. R.J. Mauch, moves his dental equipment from his present office
quarters at his home to the building and office formerly occupied by the late Dr. E.H. Lapham, and more
recently by Dr. E.M. Carstens, across the street from the New Lake Theatre. This change will take place next
week..."
GERMAN BROWNS PLANTED IN RIB "John Marcon, Taylor County Conservation Warden, assisted by
Keith Patterson of Medford…planted 1100 German browns in the Rib River. The trout ranged in size from
7-10 inches. ¶ On Tuesday, Marcon, assisted by Frank Macik, planted an additional 1000 German browns,
only smaller in size, 5-7 inches, and delivered from the Brewel Hatchery in the same river. ¶ Warden
Marcon is to be commended for securing and planting the thousands of trout that have gone into the Mink
and Wood Creeks and the Rib River this spring. Warden Marcon planted 3000 brook trout in the abovenamed creeks early in April."
COUNTY FISH AND GAME HEARING AND ELECTION REPRESENTATIVES MAY 13 "The annual
Taylor County election of representatives to the Wisconsin Conservation Congress will be combined again
this year with the annual county game and fish hearing, both to be held at the courthouse in Medford on May
13 beginning at 8:00. Conservation Warden John Marcon will supervise the meeting. ¶ A committee,
consisting of three regular members and two alternatives, will be elected by ballot taken at the meeting from
those present; and no two members will be elected from the same city, town or village of the county. Voters
must be a resident of the county and there must be no politics in the selection of the representatives..."
PASSENGER TRAIN SERVICE CURTAILED ON SOO LINE "According to an advertisement, the Herald
received this morning, passenger train service on the Soo Line is being drastically changed. ¶ This is in
compliance with an order issued by the Office of Defense Transportation to conserve the shrinking fuel
supply. ¶ Starting next Wednesday, Train 118, running between Ashland and Spencer, will operate only on
Monday, Wednesday and Friday. And Train 117, northbound between those two points, will operate
Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday."
30 WILL RECEIVE DIPLOMAS NEXT WEDNESDAY; BACCALAUREATE SUNDAY
"Commencement exercises for the graduation class of the Rib Lake High School will be held in the
auditorium May 22. 30 students of the Class of 1946 will receive diplomas, according to S.W. Zielanis,
Principal. Three members of the class, Henry Mathias, who is serving in the Marines, Leslie Schmidt,
serving in the Navy, and Sylvia Nezval, who passed away in November, will not be with the graduating
class. ¶ Those graduating are Audrey Reistad, Valedictorian; Merle Roder, Salutatorian; Margaret Klemm,
Dorothy Minarcini and Joy Synnott. Honor students consist of Arlyn Andreae, Arnold Jensen, Herbert
Magnuson, Arleigh Marheine, Pauline Rued, and Margery Walbek. ¶ Other graduates are Stella Bieniek,
Roy Blomberg, Dale Bullis, Orville Donaldson, John Fuchs, Doris Gebauer, Glendon Gerstberger, Robert
Johnson, Irwin Klemm, Leona Kofler, Stephanie Kosek, Lucy Matyka, Mary Lou Novak, Phyllis Pries,
Anton Rezutek, Ruth Schreiner, Florence Thums, Lucille Thums and Marcella Vlach..."

Schultz' D-X gas station occupied the 2008 site of Barry
Anderson's body shop, 844 McComb Ave. It is Lot 12, Block
B of McComb's Racing Park Addition. The "residence" was
Lot 11. ¶ When Vern Hanke bought both lots, c. 1970, he gave
the residence to his son-in-law and daughter, Barry and Sue
Anderson, who moved the "residence" to W9144 CTH C. In
2008, the nicely-remodeled residence is their cozy home.

Dr. Mauch was a dentist. This building still stands, as of
2008, at 745 McComb Ave. It is on Block D, Lot 13,
McComb's Racing Park Addition.

This announcement marked the suspension of daily passenger
service on the Soo Line tracks between Spencer and Ashland.
¶ The May 17 edition of the Herald indicates that daily train
service between Spencer and Ashland would continue.
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GEORGE N. HARDER, FORMER LUMBER COMPANY MANAGER, DIES "George N. Harder, 68,
former General Manager of the RLLC from 1913 to 1921, died at St. Francis Hospital in Escanaba,
Michigan, last Friday after a heart attack. At the time of his death he was general manager of the Escanaba
and Lake Superior Railway. ¶ Mr. Harder was a native of Pennsylvania and as a boy worked for the Central
Leather Company of that state. Working up to Sales Manager with the Central Company, he was sent to
Merrill in 1913 to check on timber holdings in this state for his company. It was while he was in Merrill that
he became associated with the RLLC and was sent to Rib Lake as General Manager. He was here only a
short time before the mill was destroyed by fire in 1914 and rebuilt during the same year. ¶ After leaving
Rib Lake in 1921, he went to Wells, Michigan, to become General Manager of the I. Stephenson Company.
And after that firm discontinued operation at Wells a couple of years ago, he moved to Escanaba.
¶ Besides his widow, he is survived by his son and three daughters, John Harder, Chicago; Mrs. C.R.
Perschbacker and Mrs. Ray Perschbacker, Appleton; and Mrs. R.C. Douglas, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania."
MAPLE KNOLL OPENS TO PUBLIC SATURDAY "Mr. and Mrs. R.G. Thiel of Chicago, who recently
purchased the land and buildings formerly known as Maple Grove and located 7 miles northeast of Rib Lake
on Highway 102 and on the shores of Spirit Lake, will have a grand opening of their newly named place of
business - Maple Knoll. ¶ According to their advertisement in this week's Herald, a free dance will be given
on the opening night; and a BBQ plate lunch will be featured. Maple Knoll has been completely remodeled
and redecorated and the grounds improved and enlarged. The main building consists of a dance room, dining
room and bar. Additional parking space has been added by the clearing of more ground and will now
accommodate over 100 cars. ¶ According to Mr. Thiel, he will continue to improve the property and
construct a number of cabins, a boat landing, and will add tables and benches to the picnic grounds for the
convenience of tourists and the general public. He said there will be no charge for the use of the picnic
grounds or the large room in the main building, which may be used for parties and gatherings.
¶ Sunday dinners will be served in the near future, he said, and ice cream and soft drinks may be had at all
times."
GAS CARS COLLIDE ON COMPANY'S TRACK "About 9:00 last Sunday evening, two gas cars running
on the RLLC's main line [railroad] track east of town collided, resulting in serious injuries to two passengers
of the speeders. ¶ The accident occurred while one of the cars was traveling east to Camp 27, about 12 miles
from this Village, and carrying Albert Harzowoski, who received a fractured nose and Joe Lapinski. The
other car was traveling from Camp 26 on its way to Camp 28, and carried as its passengers, Jessie Fishbeck,
Dave Anderson, Andy Lake, Ed Rahn, Dick Hahn, Carl Bonke, Raymond Kasten and Fred Schultz. The
latter received a broken shoulder and is now confined to the Merrill Hospital. ¶ The 8 men stated after the
accident that they saw the other car approaching and had practically come to a stop when the car carrying the
two passengers struck them. Two of the 8 men jumped before the cars collided."
NOMINATION PAPERS CIRCULATED FOR KAPITZ "As broadcast over WIGM, Medford, nomination
papers for Millard (Satch) Kapitz of this Village are being circulated this week for Taylor Co. Assemblyman
on the Democratic ticket. ¶ The Herald is wholeheartedly in favor of this move and believe his many
friends, who are circulating the papers, have made no mistake in selecting "Satch" as the next assemblyman
from Taylor County. ¶ "Satch" has served on the County Board as a representative from this Village a
number of terms, and when he enlisted in the Navy during the early period of the war, was Vice Chairman of
the Board."
SERVICE RESUMED ON SOO LINE SATURDAY "Passenger, freight, mail and express service was
resumed on the Soo Line which serves Rib Lake, last Saturday, after the two-day railroad strike; and the post
office and rural route had an enormous amount of mail, parcels, newspapers and magazines to handle
Monday morning."
COUNTY FEDERATION OF WOMEN'S CLUBS WILL MEET IN RIB LAKE ON MAY 15 "The Taylor
County Federation of Women's Clubs will hold its spring meeting in Rib Lake on June 15, according to the
notice of call published in this week's Herald by Mesdames R.J. Voemastek, President and John Freeck,
Secretary. ¶ Twelve clubs, with a membership of 331, comprised the federation, and the clubs have taken
part in both local and national activities the past year and have contributed outstandingly in community
services..."

While at Rib Lake, George Harder built a substantial cottage,
"Hill Crest," on South Harper Lake. In 2008, it is the beautiful
cabin of Dr. Raymond L. and Elaine Hansen, W2901 Rustic
Road 1.
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HARPER LAKES "George Seidel, who has a number of housekeeping cottages on North Harper Lake, 3 1/2
miles northeast (sic) of this Village, is having a new 3-bedroom cottage constructed on his property. And in
company with Mr. Seidel, this writer viewed his resort property Monday, as well as the Mike Schmidt resort
on the same lake. And he was also favored with a 20-mile drive on a number of town and county roads and
STH 102 that traverses through that territory north and east of Rib Lake. ¶ Both the Seidel and Mike
Schmidt properties are well-kept, and the cottages are located near the shoreline of the lake and surrounded
by trees. Both owners look forward to a busy season, with reservations already made in advance by
vacationers. ¶ Both North and South Harper are surrounded by beautiful shorelines, and although there are
but two commercial resorts - Seidels and Schmidts - built up on the land surrounding the lakes, private
cottages and homes are noticeable around the lake. The Boy Scouts of Rib Lake (not active as an
organization at the present time) have a 20-acre tract of land on South Harper; and it's to be regretted that the
young men of this Village do not use it during the summer months.
Environment & ¶ The swimming beach near the road on the north shore of South Harper is an ideal spot for bathers during
Harper Lake (cont) the summer. The local Commercial Club has had in the past a platform and elevated diving board out into
the water. Also several small enclosures for the convenience of bathers; but it is not difficult to observe the
damage that has been done to both the platform and enclosures by persons of a destructive nature and, with
no concern for the property of others. ¶ The Rib Lake territory has many fine lakes, and practically all of
these lakes contain fish of some variety. The two Harper Lakes contain both game and pan fish."
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LAST RITES HELD FOR JAMES UPJOHN "Funeral services were held here Monday afternoon for James
Upjohn, well-known, highly esteemed citizen of this Village, who died last Friday at the Wisconsin General
Hospital at Madison. Mr. Upjohn, who was 70, had not been in the best of health for some time and last
week Monday entered the hospital for medical treatment. Cerebral hemorrhage was the cause of his death. ¶
The services were conducted from the Methodist Church with the Rev. Henry J. Holverson officiating, and
burial made in the Rib Lake Cemetery. Pallbearers were Clifford and Fred Curran, Art Schultz, Edward
Eckhoff, Earl Edens and Charles Dodge. ¶ Out of respect to the passing of one of Rib Lake's oldest and
finest citizens, all business places within the Village remained closed during the funeral services.
¶ Mr. Upjohn was born in Garrison, New York, July 9, 1875. He arrived in Rib Lake in 1902 and purchased
the drug store. He has since that time operated the drug store a number of years as a partnership with Miss
Anna Mae Kennedy, and known as the Upjohn-Kennedy Drug Company, who recently sold her interest to
Mr. Upjohn's son, Richard. ¶ Mr. Upjohn was a member of the Episcopalian Church, a Mason, and belonged
to the Rib Lake Commercial Club. ¶ He is survived by his wife, the former Mary Elizabeth Gay, whom he
married in 1912; two sons, Frank Gay and Richard and his daughter, Elizabeth. ¶ Those from out of town to
attend the funeral were A.W. Gay and Mrs. Lorraine Gay, Madison; William Gay and daughter, Niagara,
Wisconsin; and Frank Gay-Upjohn, Seattle, Washington."
$156,225.50 IN BOUNTIES PAID BY STATE "Wisconsin paid $156,225.50 in bounties on wolves, foxes
and wildcats from March 11, 1945, to March 31, 1946, the Conservation Department reported today. The
bounties were paid on 29,522 animals, including 5,023 wolves and coyotes, 17,426 red foxes and 1,209
wildcats..."
ED MARTIN NEW FIRE DEPARTMENT CHIEF "At our regular meeting of the local volunteer fire
department held in the Village Hall, Fire Chief James Downs tendered his resignation to the Department.
Edwin Martin, who has been a member of the Department since 1919 and Secretary-Treasurer since 1930,
was elected to succeed Downs as Chief. ¶ Others elected were Irwin Stelling, First Assistant; Elmer Taylor,
Second Assistant and William Berfield, Secretary-Treasurer. ¶ Downs has been a member of the Department
the past 41 years and succeeded George Martin as Chief in 1930. Under Chief Downs' guidance, the
Department has been an asset to this community and the Department ranks favorably with any in the state. ¶
Downs has served in a number of offices since coming to Rib Lake in 1901 and at the present time is
Chairman of the Taylor Co. Draft Board. He has served on both the Village and School Boards; was a
member of the County Board of Supervisors and served on the County Normal and Relief Boards. He has a
been a member of the draft board since the start of Selective Service in 1940.
¶ Upon his retirement as Chief, Downs was presented with a pen and pencil set by the Department, and
voted an honorary life membership. There are only two other honorary members, Henry Rosenfeldt and J.J.
Voemastek."
8,410 IS WISCONSIN'S TOLL FOR LATE WAR "Casualty list compiled by Leo B. Levenick, Director of
the Wisconsin Department of Veteran's Affairs, revealed that 261 Badger veterans have been declared dead
since VJ Day, bringing Wisconsin's toll for World War II to 8,410..."

The drug store in in 2008 the "Ultimate Illusion," 713
McComb Ave. ¶ The CD of Rib Lake History, Documents
and Photos, has a photo of James Upjohn and his store
"Apotheke," German for drug store.
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PAINFULLY INJURED WHILE UNLOADING LOGS "While unloading logs at the pond of the local mill
company's plant Wednesday morning, Martin Schinker was caught between two cars of logs, receiving
painful injuries to the right hip and abdomen. Taken immediately after the accident to Dr. A.S. Horn's office,
it was found that no bones were broken, but the extent of his internal injuries could not be determined. He
was taken to the Wausau Memorial Hospital by William Berfield for further examination and treatment."
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OVER 16,000 TROUT PLANTED NEAR HERE "John Marcon, Taylor Co. Conservation Warden, assisted
in the planting of 1,100 German brown trout in the Rib River last Saturday. The trout ranged in size from 711 inches, and were beauties, as this writer saw them. The trout were brought here from the Hayward
Hatchery by Joe Klinkhammer. ¶ There were 14,000 brook fingerlings planted in nearby streams Monday
and Tuesday. The trout, ranging from 2 1/2 to 3 1/2 inches in size, were brought here by Howard Berquist
from the St. Croix Hatchery. Silver Creek - 4,000; Fisher Creek - 4,000; Black Creek - 3,000; Paradise
Creek - 2,000; Sheep Ranch Creek - 1,000."
ST. JOHNS LUTHERAN CHURCH WILL OBSERVE 60TH ANNIVERSARY SUNDAY "The 60th
Anniversary of St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church of Rib Lake will be observed here Sunday with
appropriate services and ceremonies. The Rev. Wilman Bauman of Neillsville, Rev. F. Kammholz, Fond du
Lac, and Rev. C.F. Luedtke, Whittlesey, will be the guest speakers. ¶ Rev. O.E. Hoffmann, resident pastor
of the congregation, has compiled and written a 32-page booklet which has been printed and will be
distributed Sunday. The history in part is printed elsewhere in this week's Herald. ¶ The history, dating back
to April 2, 1884, is very well edited and required a great deal of time and effort to compile the information it
contains. As with all records of the early days, incomplete, it is a task to bring a history up to date. ¶ Rev.
Hoffmann was installed as pastor of St. John's Lutheran Church on Dec. 18, 1938, coming here from Elk
Mound. A picture of Rev. Hoffman, together with his family, will be found on another page of this paper."
SLAUGHTER HOUSE UNDER CONSTRUCTION FOR MARKET "John J. Liesenberg, who operates
John's Meat Market, is having a slaughter house constructed on the Elmer Taylor farm property one mile
west of this Village on the Muddy Rib River Road. He informed the Herald Wednesday that he will be in a
position to accept livestock for butchering as soon as the building has been completed. ¶ A government
permit for grading meat has been issued to him. Liesenberg said he has the stamps for marking. He will also
make homemade sausage."
HISTORY OF ST. JOHNS EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH "On April 2, 1884, the Rev. Bernard
Ungrodt, pastor of Emmanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church of Medford, Wis., made a trip to Rib Lake, at
that time called Kennedy Mills. The purpose of Pastor Ungrodt's trip to Rib Lake was to make contact with
the Lutheran Christians in this community and to serve them for the time being with Word and Sacrament.
Pastor Ungrodt's canvass, however, revealed that there was but one Lutheran Christian living in Rib Lake at
that time. This only Lutheran was a hired girl by the name of Bertha Kaske. Beside Miss Kaske, Pastor
Ungrodt found two other people who could speak German; namely, a certain Mr. Frederick, of Dutch
nationality and Roman Catholic; and a certain Caroline Goehrig, a Swiss and of Reformed persuasions.
Since Mr. Frederick had very cordially received Pastor Ungrodt, he, as well as a number of other Roman
Catholics, promised that they would attend the Lutheran service if Pastor Ungrodt would conduct one. Thus
it came about that the first Lutheran service in Rib Lake was held in the public schoolhouse in the evening of
April 2, 1884.
This first Lutheran service was attended not only by Bertha Kaske, Mr. Frederick and a few of the Roman
Catholics, but also by a number of "American" women and girls. These "American" women and girls sang
spiritual songs in the English language. Thus, in the very first Lutheran service held in Rib Lake, not only
the German, but also the English language was used. For the next two years Lutheran services were held
irregulary, on week days in the evening. These once-in-a-while services were also attended by a number of
mill workers. ¶ In the course of time Lutheran families settled in and around Rib Lake. As a result of this
influx of Lutherans, divine services were held more often. After the festive service on Pentecost Sunday
afternoon, June 13, 1886, the Lutherans remained for a special meeting. In this meeting it was resolved to
organize an Evangelical Lutheran Congregation. Thus, June 13, 1886, is the birthday of our St. John's
Evangelical Lutheran congregation of Rib Lake. In this first meeting the following three trustees were
elected: Fritz Mielke, Carl Fromke, and Emil Steinbrueck. The newly organized congregation called for
Rev. Ungrodt as its first pastor.
Services were now held every four weeks on Sundays. It was also resolved to introduce the hymn book of
the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Wisconsin."
MUSKIE FINGERLINGS PLANTED WEDNESDAY "John Marcon, Taylor Co. Warden, assisted with the
planting of 560 muskie fingerlings in nearby waters Wednesday. In Spirit Lake, 360 were planted,
Mondeaux Flowage, 100, and Jump River, 100. The fingerlings were brought here by Clifford Olson from
the Spooner Hatchery and Rearing Pond."
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The Articles of Incorporation show this church was named
"St. Thomas." To date, no one can explain the name change.

The history is a long, well researched article. It will be
scanned in and available from the Rib Lake Public Library. It
probably will be in Volume 13 of the documents of Rib Lake
History. ¶ The history records the following "firsts". Baptism
- Albert Carl Joseph, son of Albert Weingartner and Therese
nee Frimke, baptized March 15, 1885. First confirmation Mathilde Caroline Charlotte Radtke, April 29, 1885. First
confirmation class - Sept. 16, 1888: Adolph Gustav Greening,
August Herman Wilhelm Krueger, Carl

Frederick Heinrich Radtke. First marriage - Franz Herman
Peters and Louise Dorothy Hirte, March 15, 1885. First
funeral - Herman Peters, Sept. 5, 1886.

6/28/1946

Forests &
Environment

7/12/1946

Businesses

7/12/1946

Rib Lake Township &
Agriculture

7/12/1946

7/12/1946

7/19/1946

WISCONSIN PLANTS 13 MILLION TREES "Wisconsin planted over 3 times as many forest trees last
year as any other state in the Union, the U.S. Forest Services announces. ¶ The Wisconsin Conservation
Department Nurseries produced 13 million trees last year for planting in all counties. The second highest
forestry producer was New York with 3,820,000. Other high-producing states were Michigan, 3,700,000;
Georgia 3,400,000; Pennsylvania 3,500,000. ¶ Wisconsin is highly conscious to the need of planting forest
trees, the Conservation Department said, and the demand for forest planting stock last year was more than
the Department could fill."
REAL ESTATE CHANGES HANDS HERE THIS WEEK "The large Main Street [McComb Ave.] building
located south of the Lindal Service Station and which houses Opie's Beauty Shop and the home of the
Leonard Wagners on the first floor, the Masonic Lodge rooms on the second, was sold this week by Dr.
Clarence Smith to Mr. and Mrs. Johnnie Hase (sic) of Nekoosa. ¶ Dr. Smith is a former Rib Lake resident
and at one time had offices in the building. He now resides at Westby. ¶ The Herald has not learned whether
or not Mr. and Mrs. Hase will make any changes with their newly acquired property."

RIB LAKE TOWN HAS 6,000 ACRES UNDER PLOW "Anton Kauer, Assessor for the Town of Rib Lake,
has given the Herald information and figures of the total acreage of 47,170 within the township; 6,040 are
under cultivation. Of the total acres, 2,380 consist of tax-exempt land and 13,820 county forest crop land. ¶
There are 252 farm buildings and 62 cottages and summer homes located in the township. ¶ Livestock
consists of 2,570 cattle, of which 1,700 are milk cows. There are 170 sheep, 74 pigs, and 193 mink. ¶ It isn't
difficult to note by the above figures that dairying majors in the Town of Rib Lake."
Rib Lake - Village WATER AND SEWER CONTRACT $149,315 "At the regular meeting of the Village Board Tuesday
& Utilities
evening, bids were opened on the water and sewer projects and the elevated tank and tower and contracts
awarded to the low bidders. There were only two bids in on the water and sewer and likewise on the tank
and tower. ¶ Frank Swatscheno and Company of Menasha were given the contract for the water and sewer,
their bid of $149,314.10 being low. ¶ For the elevated tank and tower, the bid of the Pittsburgh, Des Moines
Steel Company of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, was in the amount of $14,200, and being the low bidder, was
awarded the contract.."
War - Soldiers
SERVICE OFFICER COMPILES LIST OF WAR DEAD FROM TAYLOR COUNTY "…attached is the
list as compiled at the Office of O.N. Markus, Taylor County Service Officer, including both Army and
Navy dead, giving also the widow and children, if any, also parents' name: 6. Becker, Frank, Rib Lake; Mr.
Oliver Becker; 12. Bullis, Russell J., Rib Lake; Mr. and Mrs. William Bullis; 14. Clendenning, Lee I, Rib
Lake; Mr. and Mrs. Archie Clendenning; 19. Gacek, John R., Rib Lake; Mr. and Mrs. Ben Gacek; 24.
Heindl, Alfred, Rib Lake; Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Heindl; Mathias, Lawrence G., Rib Lake; Mr. and Mrs.
Henry Mathias; 44. Obenhofer, Donald F., Chelsea; Mr. and Mrs. Joe Obenhofer; 49. Primeau, James R.,
Westboro; Mrs. Margaret Primeau, Mother; 52. Schauss, Harold, Westboro; Mr. and Mrs. Richard Schauss;
58. Talbot, Harrison, Rib Lake; Harry Talbot, Father; 60, Thums, Daniel J., Westboro; Mrs. Anna Thums,
Mother; Warner, Henry, Rib Lake; Mr. and Mrs. Lee Warner; 68. Wehrmann, George W., Route 1, Rib
Lake; Mr. and Mrs. William Wehrmann"
Hunting
COUNTY MEETING HELD TO OPPOSE SEASON ON BUCKS, DOES AND FAWNS "A special
meeting of the Taylor County Sportsmen and representatives of the Conservation Department was held
Monday evening at the courthouse in the City of Medford. This meeting was held in response to the
Wisconsin Conservation Commission's recent request that special county congress sessions be held
throughout the state, that sportsmen might voice their opinion on the Conservation Department request to the
Commission that a 4 day season on any deer, except spotted fawns, be held Nov. 16-19. ¶ Needless to say
that the 24 present at the meeting voted against such a season, and we believe a vote by the entire population
of Taylor County would likewise be 100% against an open season as asked for by the Conservation
Department...¶ A map, designed by the Conservation Department, showing the condition of winter deer
yards of every county in the state which will be opened for hunting, gives credit to Taylor County as being
22% poor - "deer exceeding carrying capacity of yards, eating more than annual production of browse";

The buyers were Mr. & Mrs. John R. Haas, who operated a
"sport shop" there for 12 years. The building was known as
"Woodman Hall" after the Modern Woodmen of American, a
lodge that built its Rib Lake headquarters there in 1913. In
2008, the site is empty, the Woodman Hall building razed in
1961. It was on Lot 3, Block A, McComb's Racing Park
Addition.
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45% medium - "deer are eating about equal to annual production of browse, and increase in population
might cause serious damage to natural conditions"; 33% good - "deer are eating less than annual production
of browse." ¶ We are not in a position to argue or contradict the Department's report in that regard.
However, it is our opinion - and, incidentally, the opinion of the majority of the people who reside in
Northern Wisconsin - that an open season as contemplated by the Department and recommended to the
Commission, will undoubtedly annihilate the deer herd of the northern part of the state. ¶ And has the
Department forgotten the fact that it was their original safety precaution, as well as a program to increase the
deer population, the first season the forked-horned buck regulation went into effect, for surely fatalities will
increase with an open season on all deer. ¶ And, if the Department is not mindful of recommendations of the
delegates from every county in the state at the Conservation Congress session held in Madison this year,
why go to the trouble and expense of having these annual meetings?
¶ Let every citizen voice their disapproval of an open season on bucks, does and fawns by writing the
Wisconsin Conservation Commisson at once!"
DR. R.J. MAUCH BUYS LAPHAM BUILDING "A deal was completed Monday whereby Dr. R.J. Mauch
purchased the Main Street building, which presently houses his dental office and upstairs living quarters of
Don Taylor, from Mrs. Mathilda Lapham of Phillips. The building, located one door north of the Village
Hall, was formerly occupied by the late Dr. Lapham and more recently by Dr. E.H. Carstens, now of
Chicago. For a number of years the lower floor of the building had been vacant."
ADDITION BEING BUILT TO UPJOHN DRUG STORE "An addition, 24 x 50 feet, is under construction
to the Upjohn and Son Drug Company store building. The addition is being built onto the rear of the present
building. Ernest Tetzlaff is doing the work, assisted by Marvin Tauber and Joe Kosek. ¶ When completed,
the drug store will extend partway into the new building, and it will be used as a warehouse, heating plant
and furnishing space for an office. And it will add another improvement to Rib Lake's progressive and evergrowing business section."
EMIL VLACH BUYS CLENDENNING STATION "On Monday Melvin (Spike) Clendenning sold his
filling station and stock to Emil Vlach, who resides east of town, with the purchaser taking immediate
possession. ¶ Melvin purchased the station last January from Jerry Heindl, whose Clover Farm Store it is
located near. Melvin has made no definite plans at this time as to what he will do."

The building still stands at 745 McComb Ave.

TAKES OVER OPERATION OF MIKE SCHMIDT FARM "Albert Knop and family, who have operated
and resided on the Elmer Taylor farm a number of years, last week moved into the Mike Schmidt farm near
Harper Lake, where they will continue to farm. ¶ The Elmer Taylor farm property, northeast of this Village,
was recently sold to Earl Welch of Milwaukee, who with his family, took possession after the Knop family
had vacated."

The S 1/2 - NW 1/4, Section 19, Town 33 North, Range 3 East
is here identified as the Elmer Taylor farm. It had been the
farm of my step-grandfather, Albert Knop, Sr., and
grandmother, Ida Knop, f/k/a Rusch. Helen was the wife of
Albert Knop, Jr. She was a daughter of Mike Schmidt.

The post-war days are proving to be a time of great
construction activity on McComb Ave. The new, sole owner
of the pharmacy, Richard, "Dick," Upjohn authorized the
addition.

Heindl's Clover Farm Store stood in the southeast corner of
Church and Elm Streets.

NOTICE "I have purchased land in Ogema to construct a locker plant. It will be a cement block building
with 400 lockers. The construction of this plant will begin in about 10 days. The building will be
constructed by the Paulson Construction of Medford. There will be a complete service for slaughtering,
curing and smoking, rendering lard, making sausage and processing and packaging meats, also freezing
vegetables, fruits and berries. ¶ Reserve your locker now by signing with the Ogema Locker Service. You
may sign and reserve your locker and pay when the plant goes into operation. Signed Cyril Jorgensen, Phone
38, Rib Lake, Wis."
NOTICE FOR BIDS "The Board of Education of the Joint School District 1, Village and Town of Rib Lake, This marked the end of one of the long-standing, one room
will receive closed bids for the purchase of the Spirit Lake school building situated in Section 6, Township schools. In the late 1920's my mother, Martha H. Rusch, nee
33 North, Range 3 East. ¶ Bids will be submitted for only the building. Terms - cash."
Gebauer, taught there for two years at $78 per month. In
2008, the old school building serves as the beautiful residence
of Mr. and Mrs. Mark Prininski. The former school stands in
the southwest corner of Rustic Road 1 and STH 102, N9057
STH 102.
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SHOCKING CREW TESTS RIB SWIMMING HOLE "Last Friday afternoon the state fishery's stocking
crew completed their work in Taylor County by shocking the swimming hole on the Rib River above CTH
M. A number of interested sportsmen were present to witness this unique system of bringing fish to the
surface of the water where they can be taken unharmed. ¶ The fish were shocked, measured, weighed,
checked for parasites, scale tests taken and then returned to the water. The following fish were checked in
the swimming hole: 27 trout ranging in size from 7-18 inches, 200 suckers 8-15 inches; 50 Johnny darters;
12 chubs; 12 shiners; 9 rock bass; 3 American bulbot and 1 crappie. ¶ The shocking crew consisted of J.R.
Jacobson, Superior, John Marcon assisted with the work. A number of sportsmen, Ed Ruesch, Gerald
Smith, Byron and Ronnie Kalmon, also assisted."
NEW CLOTHING STORE TO OPEN AUGUST 29 "On the inside pages of this week's Herald you will
find a full page advertisement announcing the opening of the Skogmo Clothing Store, Henry Schlais,
authorized dealer and owner. ¶ Many people are looking forward to this opening and according to Mr.
Schlais, they will not be disappointed with the large stock of critical and hard-to-get merchandise that will
be found on display in the store. And Schlais also said there will be clothing and shoes for every member of
the family. ¶ It has been several months since Mr. and Mrs. Schlais purchased the building and started to
remodel it for a clothing store. They have worked untiringly since that time getting the store ready for the
opening day - there is no doubt but what their efforts will be rewarded next Thursday, August 26..."
NORTH SIDE GARAGE TO OPEN UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT "An advertisement in this week's
paper calls your attention to the announcement of John and Frank Brown having rented the North Side
Garage from Louis Golob and will open it next Monday, August 26, under their management. The garage is
located south of the corner vacant lot where the old Rib Lake Theatre stood. ¶ John Brown, a resident of
Abbotsford, arrived here Monday to get everything in readiness for the opening; also to locate living
quarters for his family, who will move here in the near future. John is a mechanic of many years' experience
on all makes of cars, as is his brother, he informed the Herald. ¶ They will specialize in body and fender
work, painting of cars and welding, their advertisement states, along with general repairing. Also carry parts
for cars. ¶ Louis Golob, who resides northeast of the Village on Spirit Lake, will retain a section of the
garage building, where he will build saw rigs and deal in second-hand cars. Golob purchased the garage
building several years ago and has operated the repair shop since that time."
VACATION FOR SAWMILL EMPLOYEES STARTS MONDAY "The annual vacation for employees of
the RLLC sawmill will start next Monday. The mill will close Saturday after the day's run. The vacation
period will extend until after Labor Day, resuming operations again on September 3. ¶ In late years with the
labor shortage, many concerns throughout the state have been closing their plants for vacations rather than
stagger the periods of their employees. And this plan is becoming more popular and to the advantage of the
concerns, rather than attempt to operate short handed throughout the summer months."
RIB LAKE CHEESE ON SALE IN NEW WRAPPER ""Rib Lake Brand," Wisconsin natural rindless
cheese, a product of the Rib Lake Dairy Company, is now on sale at all local stores, according to an
advertisement in this week's Herald. This cheese is available in one-and two-pound packages and, as
advertised - "no rind, no mold and no waste" - is a feature of the new pliofilm wrapper the cheese is put up
in. ¶ It is through the efforts of O.R. Thompson, President and General Manager of the Dairy, that pliofilm a recently perfected product for wrapping and preserving cheese - was obtained for the local plant. Pliofilm
eliminates any chance for mold to accumulate, even though there is no rind, for the cheese is sealed within
the pliofilm. ¶ The Rib Lake Dairy Company has a reputation for producing fine cheese and using only the
best quality pasteurized milk in their products. And now adding small packaged cheese in new pliofilm
wrapper to their already well-established products, will undoubtedly tax their plant to capacity with demand
for the cheese. And Rib Lake will receive additional advertising of its dairyland throughout the country."
JOSEPH SCHMIDFRANZ, EARLY SETTLER, BURIED WEDNESDAY "Joseph Schmidfranz, 85, an
early settler of this vicinity, who died last Friday at his home east of town, was buried Wednesday in the Rib
Lake Cemetery. Funeral services were conducted by Fr. Frederick Stock from St. John's Catholic Church, of
which he was a member. Deceased had been in poor health for a number of years and a heart ailment was
the cause of his death. ¶ Joseph Schmidtfranz was born in Westphalan [Westphalia], Germany on March 21,
1861. He arrived in this country when a young man and in 1881 settled on a homestead 6 miles east of this
village in the Fawn Valley district. He was married in 1888 and with his wife they developed a fine farm
where he lived until his death. Survivors are his wife, two daughters, Mrs. William Sampson and Mrs. Emil
Schmidt, both of Milwaukee; three sons, Peter and Charles of Rib Lake; and Leonard, who resides in
Michigan. Also 33 grandchildren and 13 great-grandchildren. ¶ Mrs. William Sampson and son and Mr. and
Mrs. Emil Schmidt, Milwaukee; and Frank Bradle of Minneapolis, were here to attend the funeral."

The Schlaises, and later their daughter, Violet Melaski,
operated the store until the 1980's. The building occupies Lots
7 and 8, Block C, McComb's Racing Park Addition and has a
street address of 827 McComb Ave. In 2008, the building still
stands and has been remodeled by its owner, Robert
Frombach, into apartments and the office of Dr. Dean R.
Hussong, Dentist.
In 2008, this site is owned by Marlene Gerstberger, d/b/a
Gerstberger Rib Lake Florist, 835 McComb Ave. The
Northside Garage and all other commercial bulidings on
McComb Ave. were drawn to scale 12/1926 in Sanborn Co.
Insurance Maps. See the CDs of Rib Lake History,
Documents and Photos. The site is Lot 10, Block C,
McComb's Racing Park Addition.

Rib Lake cheese was marketed with a spiffy, red label. A
copy is on the title page of the annotated chronology of the
Rib Lake Herald, Volume 5, 1952-1961.

When this man obtained the patent to his farm real estate, his
name was spelled Schmiedfranz. Schmied is German for
blacksmith.
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DRILLING TEST WELLS FOR WATER PROJECT "The Layne-Northwest Company of Milwaukee, who
has the contract for drilling the test wells for the water project, moved their equipment here last week and
started drilling operations. ¶ The first attempt for water was on the vacant lots the Village purchased from
the county some time ago for that purpose and located on the south Second Street across from the Don
Thielke residence. ¶ Although drilling to the depth of 103 feet, and with some difficulty encountered due to
rock and slate, little water was produced on that site. On Monday, the drillers ceased operations and pulled
the casing. ¶ Wednesday morning their equipment was moved to the vacant lots near the Rib Lake Dairy
Company's plant and drilling operations resumed. These lots were purchased from the county by the Village
Board Tuesday."
LOCAL MILL RESUMES OPERATIONS TUESDAY MORNING "The sawmill of the RLLC resumed
operations Tuesday morning after a week's vacation given to the employees. At the present time the mill is
sawing hardwood, which necessitates a number of employees being laid off."
MIKE SCHMIDT SELLS FARM "Last week Thursday, Mike Schmidt sold his farm property near his
Harper Lake resort to Mr. and Mrs. Max Schaufelberger of Chicago. The new owners will take possession
in the spring, at which time they expect to construct a girls' camp."
RADIO SHOP WILL OPEN HERE MONDAY "An advertisement in this week's Herald announces the
opening of a radio shop in the north corner space of the New Lake Theatre building September 9. It will be
known as Leo's Radio Shop, Leo V. Liebl, proprietor, and repairing of all makes of radios will be done in
the new business establishment. ¶ The advertisement also states that tubes will be carried in stock as well as
a complete stock of parts for radios. And in the near future a stock of radios, records and small electrical
appliances will be carried. ¶ Leo Liebl is not a stranger in Rib Lake, for he has lived here practically all of
his life and attended the local schools. He is the step-son of Joe Probst and resided here until 1942. Leo is a
veteran of the recent war, having served three years in the Navy. He has had 8 years' experience in radio
work, he informed the Herald, and worked on radios while in the service. He holds an amateur radio
operator's license and has a "Ham" station at Whittlesey with call numbers W9NYS..."
MASONS PURCHASE SPIRIT LAKE SCHOOL BUILDINGS "At a special meeting of the Board of
Education of the Joint School District 1, Village and Town of Rib Lake, held at the high school, the Spirit
Lake school and outbuildings were sold to a local Masonic Lodge. Their bid, the highest of 2 submitted,
was the amount of $402. The buildings are to be removed from the land within 8 months. The school
building will undoubtedly be moved into the Village and remodeled into lodge rooms. ¶ The James Lake
school and outbuildings were sold to John Carlson for $100. These buildings are on the Carlson farm
property, and it was stipulated many years ago at the time the buildings were constructed by the school
district that if they were ever sold, the Carlsons were to have the first opportunity to purchase them..."
WELL DRILLERS MOVED TO OLD TANNERY SITE "As sufficient water was not struck in drilling on
the vacant lot the Village purchased near the plant of the Rib Lake Dairy Company, the equipment was
moved to the site of the old tannery, and drilling operations resumed Tuesday. The land is owned by Ed
Stamm. It is thought by many that sufficient water will be found on this new site, as a well used by the
tannery years ago supplied their needs. This is the third attempt to strike sufficient water for a local
utility..."
STEEL SENTENCES METED OUT TO GAME VIOLATORS (Editor's note: The following article was
taken from the Milwaukee Journal.. The Klemm Brothers are residents of the Town of Greenwood,
southeast of this Village.) ¶ Eagle River, Wisconsin - Two Medford hunters faced 90 days jail sentences and
a $300 fine and had their automobile and equipment confiscated by the state in one of the stiffest sentences
to be handed down in Vilas County for game law violations. ¶ Found with an 8 point buck and two spotted
fawns, which wardens accused them of having "shined" and killed, Ernest and Adolph Klemm were arrested
Saturday. Justice Roy Jorgenson, Manitowish Waters, passed the sentence. ¶ The Klemms were arrested
Saturday night by three game wardens. They were charged with hunting deer with the aid of artificial lights,
possession of deer during closed season and transporting deer. They were fined $100 each and sentenced to
30 days in jail on each count. If the fines are not paid, Justice Jorgenson said, they will spend 7 months in
jail.
¶ Besides their automobile, a 1937 Dodge, the Klemms lost their rifles, a revolver and a light. ¶ Normal
penalties in Vilas County in the past have entailed only fines and confiscation of game. - Milwaukee Journal
- September 10, 1946."

Thus began quite a saga of unsuccessful well drilling.

Max Schaufelberger bought the 148 acres Schmidt farm made
up of the SE 1/4, Section 2, Town 33 North, Range 2 East and
constructed "Camp Carter."

The James Lake school building was located just north of
what is now Rustic Road 1 in Section 10, Town 33 North,
Range 2 East. The real estate in 2008 is part of Camp Forest
Springs. ¶ The old Spirit Lake school was not moved. In
2008, it stands on its original site as home for Mr. and Mrs.
Mark Priniski, N9057 STH 102 - just north of the easternmost
end of Rustic Road 1.

9/20/2008

Hunting

9/20/1946

Businesses

9/27/1946

Utilities

9/27/1946

Spirit

10/4/1946

Businesses &
Agriculture

BOW AND ARROW SEASON FOR DEER OPENS SEPTEMBER 28 "A total of 49 of Wisconsin's 71
counties are open to bow and arrow hunters this fall, but chief archer interest is attracted by the opening of
the Necedah National Wildlife Refuge..¶ The bow and arrow season for deer begins September 28 and
closes Armistice Day, November 11. One deer per season of either sex, one year of age or older, may be
taken. ¶ Taylor County is open to bow and arrow hunting, and it should be remembered by hunters that it is
unlawful for any person having killed a legal deer with bow and arrow to hunt deer thereafter. ¶ There shall
be closed season for hunting all species of wild animals and birds with bow and arrow within a distance of
200 feet from the center line of any federal, state or county highways in these counties..."
BUYS POPCORN WAGON "Mr. and Mrs. Louis Menning have purchased a popcorn wagon from John
Warner of Medford and will operate it in front of their barbershop, afternoons and evenings, according to
their advertisement. Mrs. Menning will operate the machine and sell the popcorn."

WELL DRILLERS MOVED TO NEW SITE "The well drivers of the Layne-Northwest Company of
Milwaukee, who have been in the Village the past several weeks drilling for water for the new water project,
again moved their equipment to another site. Their equipment is now located on the Ed Kelnhofer property,
on the hill west of the Batzer residence. ¶ This will make the 5th attempt to strike water, wells having been
drilled on Village-owned lots and former tannery property, now owned by Ed Stamm. On the latter's site,
the drillers went down to a depth of 121 feet, striking granite. All of the wells have produced some water,
but not sufficient to take care of the needs of the utility..."
NYBERG'S CLUB FROLIC "For good food - the best in liquors, wines and beer, it's Nyberg's Club Frolic, This is an advertisement in the Herald. In later years the
junction Y and 86, 14 miles west of Ogema 86. Dancing, stop in and meet Bill and Lou. This is the place
Nyberg place was called the Green Lantern. Like many
where one visit leads to another."
former country taverns, it is long gone, the site now totally
vacant.

FROMBACH DISPOSES OF MILK ROUTE "An important business and real estate deal was completed
last week when Joe Frombach sold his trucks, franchise, and all equipment of his milk route, together with
his residence property to Ray Schirmer of Medford. ¶ Frombach informed the Herald that it has been his
desire for some time to dispose of his milk trucking business, but what prompted the sale was the accident
he had two weeks ago when he unknowingly struck and killed a child with his truck. ¶ The transaction
consists of 4 trucks with bodies for hauling milk, other equipment for general use and trucking, his
franchise, which covers the territory east of Rib Lake and north to Brantwood and south to County Trunk M.
Also his residence, garage and two lots here in the Village located south of the Herman Batzer home.
10/4/1946 (cont)
Businesses &
¶ Schirmer, who is a former resident of this vicinity, having resided east of Rib Lake until several years ago
Agriculture (cont) when he moved to Medford, already has a milk route which extends north into Ogema territory. Both
Frombach and Schirmer contracted for and delivered milk to the Medford Cooperative Creamery. ¶
Frombach, who is married and has three children, Nancy, Robert and Judy, has been a resident of Rib Lake
and vicinity practically all his life. He has been operating a milk route for the last 18 years, two years of
which he delivered to the local creamery. With his family, he will make a trip east to Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania, after which he plans to locate near Rib Lake."
10/4/1946
People & Rib Lake OLD SUBSCRIBER RESIDENT HERE 56 YEARS "In renewing his subscription Tuesday, Oliver Bailey
Herald
informed the publisher that he has been a subscriber to the Herald since its establishment in 1897, and a
resident of the Village for the past 56 years. Until his retirement, some years ago, he had been an employee
of the RLLC, and worked on the first sawmill constructed here for the J.J. Kennedy Lumber Company. He
recalls well the early days of Rib Lake. ¶ Mr. Bailey, who will observe his 77th birthday in December, lives
with his wife and son, Frank, a veteran. Another son, Fred, is also a resident of this Village."
10/4/1946
Businesses
INTEND TO SELL? "I have buyers for farm and village real property. If you wish to sell, it will be to your
advantage and protection to have a broker procure a buyer, arrange for terms, conditions and special
provisions. Signed F.P. Schaack, Realtor, Rib Lake, Wis."
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Mr. Louis Menning was a longtime barber in Rib Lake,
operating his shop into the 1970's. It was located at
821McComb Ave., Block C, Lot 6, McComb's Racing Park
Addition. In 2008, it is George Zondlo, Jr.'s, barber shop.

DRILLERS MOVE EQUIPMENT TO ELMER TAYLOR FARM "The well drillers, not finding sufficient
water on the Ed Kelnhofer property near his home, moved their equipment to the Elmer Taylor farm
property near Muddy Rib Lake, a little more than one half mile west of the Herman Batzer residence. On
Tuesday evening they had drilled to a depth of 72 feet but had not found a supply of water. This is the 6th
attempt to find water."

The tragic accident referred to was the death of Carla
Elizabeth Rhody.

Francis "Franny" Schaack was a long-time resident of the
Village residing in the former Herrmann Emanuel Rusch
home at 746 Fayette Ave. For many years he was in charge of
the Rib Lake station of the State Bank of Medford.
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TAX PAYERS INTERESTED IN TEST WELLS AND COSTS "A number of interested taxpayers were
present at the Village Board Tuesday seeking information as to the drilling of test wells in the Village for the
water project and the cost thereof. ¶ Leon Olson, in requesting this information of the Board, stated that
rumors have been numerous as to the costs of the wells. ¶ Village Clerk Frank Becker read the amounts as
$507.00 for well #1, with $531.00, $422.00 and $595.00 respectively, for wells 2, 3 and 4 and stated that a
bill for well 5 and 6, the latter being drilled, had not been submitted. ¶ The clerk also stated that the contract
price for drilling 5 wells in the amount of $44.00 each time the drillers set up their machine, $4.50 per foot
for drilling and $100.00 for each pump test, would continue in effect for all wells drilled above the 5,
according to a letter received from the Layne-Northwest Company, who has the contract. ¶ It was made
known that the above figures had never been published and no doubt was the cause for rumors having been
circulated around town that the wells were costing taxpayers $1,000 for each drilling.
¶ That caused to be brought to the attention of the Board by this writer of rumors having been circulated in
regard to the Village President being hired by the Board and paid with Village funds as an inspector on the
water and sewer projects. And that it had never been made known officially and published as part of the
proceeding. ¶ This much the Board made known: That the Village President received his wages from
McMahon Engineering Company - BUT, the Board reimburses that company for his work as inspector with
Village funds. ¶ The President explained what progress has been made on drilling for water and the
difficulties that have been encountered thus far due to striking granite in each well drilled. The well driller
was present and explained the formation of the earth in this territory. He stated it was not advisable to drill
into the granite, state biologists claiming that the granite may run to a depth of 65 miles. Of the 5 wells
drilled, the one near the plant of the Rib Lake Dairy produced the most water, with about 20 gallons per
minute being pumped. The Village requirements would necessitate a well producing 150-200 gallons per
minute.
¶ There was general discussion between the Board members, the well driller and taxpayers present, and
many questions were asked..."
OPIE'S BEAUTY SHOP SOLD TO THELMA MATTSON "A deal was completed last week whereby Mrs.
John Freeck sold her beauty shop, known as Opie's, to Miss Thelma Mattson of Owen. ¶ Mrs. Freeck has
operated the beauty shop for the past 11 years, the shop first being located in the National Hotel building.
She moved it to the present location 5 years ago. Miss Christine Steil and Mrs. Ed Martin, who have been
employed as operators with Mrs. Freeck, will continue with the new manager..."
JOHN HERREM KILLS LARGE BLACK BEAR "John Herrem, in company with his wife, and Mr. and
Mrs. Randall Wagner, and Clifford Waldhart, shot and killed a large black bear at Camp 28 of the RLLC last
Saturday night shortly after 11:00. The bear weighed 331 pounds when dressed. ¶ The two couples had
gone to Camp 27 earlier in the evening where they were joined by Waldhart and journeyed to Camp 28 to
station and be on the lookout for the bear, which it is reported had caused considerable damage around
Camp 28 and raiding the pig pen. Stationed near the pen, they did not have to wait long before the marauder
put in his appearance."
BLECK-WEBER "Miss Lucille Bleck, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Bleck, Sr., of Rib Lake, and Hubert
F. Weber of Eau Claire, were united in marriage Saturday at Eau Claire. ¶ The bride was attired in a light
blue suit with matching accessories. Her flowers were pink roses and baby breath arranged in a shoulder
corsage. ¶ Attending the couple were Miss Melva Johnson, cousin of the bride, and Alfred Weber, a brother
of the groom. ¶ Miss Johnson was attired in a light gray suit with matching accessories and a shoulder
corsage of pink carnations. ¶ A 7:00 dinner was served at the Hotel Eau Claire for the bridal party. ¶ The
groom is a graduate of Lee's Barber College at St. Paul, and is employed at Wright's Barbershop at Eau
Claire, to which he returned after 3 years of overseas duty in the Army Air Corps. ¶ After a trip to Canada,
the couple will make their home at Eau Claire."
FIRE MONDAY BURNS OVER SMALL AREA "A fire, which apparently started from sparks of a logging
engine Monday, burned over a small area near the James Vlach farm. Charles Dodge, Fire Warden, notified
the section crew of the company's railroad, who put out the fire."

Please note this comment within the article: "It was made
known that the above figures had never been published…"
There was no explanation as to why the figures had not been
published. The Herald did cover, in prior editions, a
discussion about whether or not all of the proceedings of the
Village Board should be published. This came up in the
context of whether or not to pay the Herald the cost of
publishing the entire proceedings.
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People & RLLC

JOHN MAUCHS MARRIED 50 YEARS TUESDAY "Mr. and Mrs. John Mauch, well known and highly
esteemed residents of this Village, will observe their golden wedding anniversary October 15. High mass
services will be conducted in their honor at the Catholic Church and an "Open House" will be held at their
home in the afternoon. ¶ There is no doubt but what it will be a happy day for Mr. and Mrs. Mauch, with
having half a century of happy wedded life to recall and relate to their friends and children, Dr. R.G. Mauch
of this Village; Sister Fernadia, Green Bay; Jay, Mendota, Illinois; Norbert, West McHenry, Illinois; and
Roman, Glen Dale, California, who will be home with them. ¶ Mr. and Mrs. Mauch, who arrived in Rib
Lake 40 years ago this past February, have resided here since that time. It was a short time after J.J.
Kennedy sold his sawmill to the Pennsylvania Lumber Company. Mr. Mauch immediately went to work for
the new concern and was steadily employed by that concern and later by the RLLC, their successors, until
his retirement five years ago. "John" held a position of trust with both concerns as a millwright and foreman
and to the satisfaction of his employers..."
Businesses
PLANT FOR MANUFACTURING ACOUSTICAL TILE MAY LOCATE IN RIB LAKE "Through the
efforts of a number of local businessmen and Carl Mohs, Architectural Engineer of Madison, the Village of
Rib Lake may have another manufacturing plant - that for the manufacture of acoustical tile - in the very
near future. Mohs informed the Herald that necessary papers are in the process of being drawn up for the
removal of the plant from Chicago to Rib Lake. ¶ This would be a big asset to Rib Lake and vicinity with an
added payroll going to 30 or more people. There is no doubt that the people of this community and Village
officials will cooperate 100% with the sponsors in getting the plant in operation. ¶ It was early this summer
that Mohs, who had taken a liking to Northern Wisconsin and especially Rib Lake and its citizens,
approached Carl Marschke, Leon Olson and Millard Kapitz, also Harry Gustafson of Phillips, who operates
an excelsior mill, a by-product of the tile, on the feasibility of bringing a plant of this type into Rib Lake.
Businesses (cont) ¶ Their response is favorable, and D.C. Luse, Chicago, who operates the mill in that city and has the patent
rights for the manufacture of the tile, was contacted. They have also made several trips to Chicago in
company with Mohs in regard to purchasing the machinery from Luse, with the results that an agreement
was finally reached; also, that the patent rights would be turned over to Mohs for the manufacture of the tile.
¶ What will first be required is a suitable building to house the machinery and start manufacturing
operations. This would only be temporary, for it is thought by the new concern to construct a building when
materials are more available. ¶ Acoustical tile, although used extensively prior to the war in radio stations,
theatres, auditoriums, bowling alleys, etc., due to its effect on sound - 98% absorbed in the tile - the
government made it more popular during the war by taking practically the entire output for use in ships,
submarines, hospitals and other installations. Today the demand is greater and at the present time millions of
feet are on order.
Businesses (cont) ¶ This opportunity for Rib Lake to gain another manufacturing plant should be gratifying to its citizens."
Businesses
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Businesses

ADOLPH VLACH PURCHASES MELCHOIRS' TAVERN "A deal was completed this week whereby
Adolph Vlach purchased the Melchoirs' Tavern, located a half mile northwest (sic)of the Village on 102,
from Mr. and Mrs. Melchoirs. Vlach will not take possession until the first of the month, after which he
plans to do some remodeling to his newly acquired place of business. ¶ Discharged from the service last
spring, he has been farming since that time, and this will be his first attempt in business."

The tavern was 1/2 mile southwest of the Village of Rib Lake.
It was named the 102 Tap and sat on the southwest corner of
West Rib Road and Hohl Drive.

WELL DRILLERS SET UP WEST OF DAIRY PLANT "The well drillers of the Layne-Northwest
Company have set up their equipment and are drilling their 7th test well on the Frank Hohl property, west of
the Rib Lake Dairy plant. The present location is near the banks of Rib Lake and described as ideal for
striking water. Wednesday morning they were down 25 feet."
399,000,000 TREES PLANTED IN WISCONSIN "The Lake States Forest Experiment Station of St. Paul,
Minnesota, has just released the first authoritative figures on tree planting, by species, by public agencies in
Wisconsin. This includes all trees planted by public agencies since tree planting was inaugurated up and
through the year 1944. ¶ The net area planted in Wisconsin was 305,000,000 acres by public agencies.
Farmers and other private agencies planted 94,000 acres. About 1,100 per acre is the average planting. ¶
Trees by species planted in Wisconsin, excluding planting by farmers and private agencies, were; 138
million jack pine; 131 million Norway or red pine; 26 million white pine; 20 million white spruce; other
evergreens and hardwoods, 19 million. ¶ Wisconsin, Michigan and Minnesota planted 1 1/3 million acres, or
1 billion 157 million trees."
BOGUMILL LOCKER PLANT WILL SELL FRESH MEATS "According to an advertisement on another The Bogumill building still stands on Block A, Lot 6,
page of this paper, the Peter Bogumill Locker Plant has this week installed a meat case and will sell fresh
McComb's Racing Park Addition, 728 McComb Ave., In
meats to the retail trade…"
2008, it is owned by the late John Desris.
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Forests

8TH TEST WELL FAILS TO PRODUCE SUFFICIENT WATER: DRILLING STOPPED "The well
drillers moved their equipment Saturday from a location west of the Rib Lake Dairy Plant to the edge of the
Rib Lake Tourist Park. ¶ Drilling their 7th well on the Frank Hohl property west of the Dairy near the lake,
sufficient water was not found after drilling to depth of nearly 90 feet. ¶ Village President Elmer Taylor
informed the Herald Monday that if water is not found in the Tourist Park, drilling for water may cease.
Consequently, this would require taking water from the river for the Village utility, which would require a
treating plant. Approval must first come from the Public Service Commission."
DRILLING OPERATIONS STOPPED "On Wednesday, according to Village President Elmer Taylor, the
well drillers of the Layne-Northwest Company were ordered to cease drilling operations in the Village.
Drilling to a depth of nearly 100 feet Tuesday on the location of the Village park, water was struck which
overflowed the casings, but was determined not to be sufficient for servicing a Village water utility. ¶
However, members of the Village Board approved purchasing the casing from Layne-Northwest Company
that it could be left in the ground,and the well will be used at the park after a pump has been attached. There
has never been a well at the park for the use of those stopping there. ¶ 8 attempts have been made to find
water by drilling test wells, and it is reported that only one of the 8 produced over 20 gallons per minute."
LINDAHL'S FILLING STATION COMPLETED LAST WEEK "Work on Lindahl's new filling station
across from the Post Office was completed last week when the heating system was put in operation.
Finishing the outside trim around the windows and doors, which has been painted red, was completed this
week. ¶ Actual construction on the new station was started last winter, when H.B. Lindahl moved to his new
location and pumps were installed. A building that was on the lot, now moved to the rear and used as a
warehouse, was utilized as a station during the winter and this past spring. ¶ The station is modern
throughout, with a lubrication room containing a necessary mechanical hoist, an office and accessory room,
boiler room and toilets. ¶ The entire space in front of the station, as well as to the north side, has been
concreted and two electrically operated pumps are located between a double driveway. A large neon sign is
conspicuously located in the front of the station. ¶ The station is one of the three new buildings erected on
Rib Lake's Main Street [McComb Ave.] during the past 12 months, an assurance of the growth of this
Village."

In 2008, the gas station - no longer in use - still stands at 720
McComb Ave. It is the station owned by the John Desris
estate. The building in back is now owned by Petti Mannel
and is used as a day care center for children. ¶ The ad in the
Herald read as follows: "For your convenience you can now
have your car serviced completely at Lindahls while you enjoy
the show at our theatre. Signed Lindahl's Good-will Station.
Phone 9. Rib Lake." ¶ The deed, dated 10/15/1945, listed
Caroline Gilbertson [Mrs. Eric Gilbertson], seller, and Hector
B. Lindal and wife, Marjorie Lindal, buyers. The deed
conveyed both Lots 4 and 5, Block A, McComb's Racing Park
Addition.

CHRIS-ZONDLO "Miss Lucianne L. Chris, daughter of Mrs. Mary Chris, Abbotsford, and Frank Zondlo,
son of Mrs. Rose Zondlo, Rib Lake, were united in marriage at St. Bernard's Catholic Church in Abbotsford
last Saturday morning, October 26, with Rev. Francis Brockman officiating. The bride was given in
marriage by her brother, Ben Chris, of Gary, Indiana. ¶ The bride was attired in a gray wool gabardine suit,
wearing a pink feathered hat and accessories to match, and a corsage of swainsonas. ¶ The matron of honor,
Miss Imogene Knaack, a niece of the bride, wore a blue, wool garbardine suit with blue feathered hat and
accessories. She also wore a white gold necklace, a gift of the bride, and a corsage of johanna hill roses and
swainsonas. ¶ Clarence Chris, a brother of the bride, acted as best man. ¶ Both a dinner and supper were
served at the home of the bride's mother with 50 guests present. In the evening a dance was given at the Rib
Lake Town Hall for the newly married couple. ¶ The bride is a graduate of Abbotsford High School and the
Marathon County Normal, Wausau, and taught school in that county. ¶
The groom operates a tavern and farm near Rib Lake, where they will make their home. ¶ Those from Rib
Lake attending the wedding were: Mr. and Mrs. George Zondlo and children, Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Zondlo
and children, Mr. and Mrs. Joe Maslonka, Mr. and Mrs. Ray Ziembo, Mrs. Rose Zondlo, Mrs. Ervin
Krueger. A number of other friends and relatives were present from other points."
JORGENSEN SELLS SHOE BUSINESS AND PROPERTY "A business deal was completed Monday
whereby Rudy Nath of Chicago purchased the Jorgensen Shoe Store and Repair Shop, equipment, stock and
building from C.F. Jorgensen, and will take possession about the 15th of this month. ¶ Jorgensen, who has
been the owner of the property and operated the store the past 10 years, will remain in Rib Lake with his
family until the close of the present school term. He plans to construct a locker plant at Ogema this summer,
or earlier if approved by the government, after which he will move to that village."
LAND ACQUISITION PROGRAM AGAIN GETS UNDERWAY "The Land Acquisition Program in the
north-central region of the U.S. Forest Service, brought to a stop during the war, is again getting underway,
according to James M. Diehl, Chief of the Division of Recreational Land at Milwaukee, Wis. ¶
Approximately one-third of the $3 million appropriated by Congress, the National Forest Land Acquisition
dated the current fiscal year, has been allotted to the north-central region..."

This business was just south of the old Village Hall/garage on
McComb Ave. A municipal kiosk and park occupies the stie
in 2008. It is Lot 11, Block D, McComb's Racing Park
Addition.
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Sheep Ranch

RECEIVES SETTLEMENT FOR LOSS OF SHEEP BY BEAR "Conservation Warden John Marcon,
Bill Gessert operated a meat market just north of the Little
Medford, representing the Conservation Dept., made a settlement with William Gessert of this Village
Bohemia, until c. 1944. It occupied Lot 3, Block B,
Wednesday, whereby Gessert will receive the amount of $220 in damages for the loss of 10 lambs and sheep McComb's Racing Park Addition.
which were killed by a bear during the month of October on what is known as the Sheep Ranch west of
Westboro. ¶ Although Gessert lost 5 more lambs, with 2 more sheep crippled, it was determined by Marcon
that the loss was from coyotes, which the state will not pay for."
War - Soldiers
16 VETS PETITION FOR VFW POST HERE "Amenzo Warden, Rhinelander, 10th District Commander of
the Veterans of Foreign Wars, was in the Village Friday evening at the National Hotel for the purpose of
organizing a VFW post here. ¶ He reported to the Herald Saturday morning that 16 veterans had petitioned
for a charter and that a post would be instituted in Rib Lake within the next 5 or 6 weeks. ¶ Accompanying
the Commander here were, Alfred White, Commander of the Medford post; Fred Worsech, Commander of
the Catawba post; and Chris Nusberger, Phillip Nabbefeld and Robert Crowley, also of the latter named
post."
Forests
WILL HOLD MEETING ON TIMBER CUTTING "The Wisconsin Conservation Commission will hold
four public meetings to discuss legal restraints on cutting immature timber, the Conservation Department
announced today. ¶ Each meeting will be held at 1:30 p.m. in the county courthouse as follows; Wisconsin
Rapids, Nov. 18; Hayward, Nov. 19; Rhinelander, Nov. 20; Green Bay, Nov. 21. ¶ E.J. Vanderwall,
Conservation Director, expressed the hope that forest landowners, cutting operators and representatives of
the wood-using industries and of labor in those industries would attend. He pointed out that business and
civic leaders at paper mill towns had a major interest since the position of the Commission is based largely
on its concern over future supplies of pulpwood. ¶ The purpose of the afore meeting is to bring the subject
before the people and to sound out public opinion before the legislature convenes."
Railroads - RLLC LOGGING TRAIN LEAVES TRACK EAST OF TOWN "The derailment of the RLLC's logging train a
& RLLC
short distance east of the Village Friday, caused a considerable length of track to be torn up and the
replacement of a large number of ties necessary. One car is reported to have turned over. ¶ An extra crew of
men were put to work on the tracks and did not complete the work of laying new ties and replacement track
until Sunday. ¶ Chester Curran, engineer, John Herrem, fireman and Randolph Wagner, brakeman, were in
charge of the train."
RLLC
SAWMILL GOES ON 44 1/2 HOURS WORK WEEK "The sawmill of the RLLC went on a 44 1/2 hour
work week, beginning Monday. Previous to that time the mill operated 50 hours each week, or 9 hours each
day, excepting Saturday, when it shut down at noon. ¶ With the present schedule, men start to work at 7:30
in the morning and work until 4:30 in the afternoon, with an hour off for dinner."
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RLLC & Rusch
(cont)

LUMBER WORKERS GIVEN RAISE, OTHER CONSIDERATION (Editor's Note - the following article Note the reference to "camps." I believe that is a reference to
was taken from the Wisconsin CIO News and was written by Charles Fisher, President, Midwest District,
Camp 27 and 28.
IWA.) ¶ "An agreement was reached on a new contract on Oct. 31, between Local 402, International
Woodworkers of America, CIO [Congress of Industrial Organizations], and the RLLC for both the sawmill
and the two logging operations. ¶ Several improvements and two substantial gains were made including
union maintenance and checkoff of dues, overtime after 8 hours in one day; two weeks' vacation with pay at
4% of total earnings of the past 12 months, and 8 1/2 cents per hour increase in all rates of pay, and a clause
allowing the union to reopen under favorable conditions. In addition, all time earned is counted when
workers transfer between the mill and the woods in computing vacations. The wage increase took effect as
of Oct. 21. ¶ The logging operations are under the jurisdiction of Local 12-15, IWA, Ironwood, Michigan.
Joint negotiations were held, however.
¶ Rib Lake's sawmill and camps is one of the largest operations in timber in the lake states area. Also it is
the first company to make a substantial and halfway reasonable proposal to the union demands for better
wages. It would be well for all concerned if more of the operators in timber in the Midwest approach the
question of negotiations on the same basis as the operator at Rib Lake. ¶ Officers of the Local 402 who also
formed a negotiating committee were: Al Knop, President; John Bucker, Vice President; Cecil Talbot,
Recording Secretary; Carl Carlson, Financial Secretary. The committees from the mill and camps were
assisted in final negotations by Harold Arnold of Local 15 and Charles Fisher, President of the Midwest
District Council."
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Businesses

GRAND OPENING OF NEW LITTLE BOHEMIA SUNDAY "The grand opening of the new Little
Bohemia Bowling Center, Bar and Restaurant will be held Sunday. In an advertisement on another page of
this paper, the proprietor, Millard "Satch" Kapitz, invites the public to attend the opening of his already
popular place of business. ¶ The installation of the alleys was completed on November 15, at which time
bowling got underway, and at that time the tavern was moved from the temporary quarters in the rear of the
building, where the restaurant is now located, to the front of the building. Since the completion of the four
Brunswick alleys, hundreds of persons have bowled and marveled at the beautiful alleys and interior of the
building. ¶ It was early last spring that Satch received the plans for the building from Carl E. Mohs,
Architectural Engineer of Madison. ¶ Lack of building materials did not hinder the construction for any great
length of time, as "Satch" had either purchased or had contracted for the necessary materials prior to the time
of construction work.
Businesses (cont) ¶ Working on the building under Martin Johnson were Pete Heindl and Jack Prien, masons; Albert "Red"
Zink, Carl Jacobs and William Thums, carpenters; Walter Gums, painter; Jack and Robert Johnson, Frank
Hass, Frank Heindl, Jim Heindl, Herman Marschke, Dan, Emil and Adoph Vlach, Bernard Tilch, and
Melvin Olson, general construction workers. ¶ There is not a doubt that Rib Lake has one of the finest
recreational centers in the state and that the new Little Bohemia is outstanding as a new place and with
fixtures and equipment. "Satch" is to be commended for his large undertaking and confidence he has shown
in the Village of Rib Lake with the investment he has made. ¶ A majority of those who furnish building
materials, fixtures and equipment, the architect, builder and workman, are extending congratulations and
best wishes to "Satch" and wishing him success with his new enterprise, through advertisements in this issue
of the Herald."
Rib Lake Herald RIB LAKE HERALD BEGINS 50TH YEAR "This issue of the Herald begins the 50th year of publication
for this paper - Volume 50, #1. The Herald has been published continuously for 40 years, 2,549 issues,
including this week, during its nearly half century of service to the people of Rib Lake and vicinity. ¶ The
achievement of longevity for the Herald is, of course, like that of any other business and must have had the
support of the people to exist during that period of time. That the Herald now touches on its 50th year in
business, is conclusive evidence that the majority of the people of this Village and surrounding community
have given their loyal support during its 40 years of existence. ¶ It was on Friday, Dec. 10, 1897, that Frank
B. Hand, the first publisher of the Herald, assisted by J.J. Voemastek, who later was to become its owner,
got out the first issue. After several months, Voemastek purchased a half interest and in 1910, took over the
business. ¶ In 1938 he sold the business to his son, Ray, and retired. Ray disposed of the business in 1940 to
Mr. and Mrs. Les L. Arnold, who published the paper until Nov. 7, 1945, when the present owner purchased
the business.
Rib Lake Herald ¶ During the 49 years the Herald has changed hands 5 times, but never with an interruption in its
(cont)
publication."
RLLC
LOCAL SAWMILL RESUMES 50 HOUR WORK SCHEDULE "The sawmill of the RLLC went back on a
50 hour work week Monday, with the men again working 9 hours each day and 5 hours on Saturday. For
two weeks, or since Nov. 18, the mill was operating on a 44 1/2 hour work week due to a shortage of logs
coming to the mill. ¶ The men now begin work at 7:00 a.m. and work until 5:00 p.m. excepting on
Saturdays, when the mill shuts down at noon."
Businesses &
VILLAGE BOARD ADOPTS BUDGET; OTHER IMPORTANT BUSINESS TRANSACTED "…All
Railroads - Wis. members of the Board, excepting Trustee Schultz, were present at the meeting which was taken up largely
Central
with discussion on a suitable site for the accoustical tile factory that may locate here, and servicing of
railroad tracks to the factory and other business concerns. ¶ The site, as decided upon by the Board, and
which has been offered to those interested in bringing the factory here, with the Village President being
authorized to obtain an option from the RLLC, lies in the northeast plat of the lumber company's yard. It is
known as the former hemlock box lumber yard. ¶ The lumber company's tracks are near the site, but not
having been used and maintained for some time, the tracks will not carry the Soo Line engines. In fact, the
track that leads to the Rib Lake Roller Mills and has until recently been used to bring cars back and forth to
the mill, has been "spiked" as being unsafe for use by either the Soo Line or lumber company engines.
Consequently, that requires the roller mill to transport their merchandise that arrives in carload lots from the
depot, where the cars are now placed on siding.

The enterprise has certainly passed the test of time. In 2008,
the Little Bohemia is still successfully operated - now by Paul
Hohl.

In 1946, the owner of the Rib Lake Herald was Floyd Nehls.

The site for the proposed accoustical tile factory - here being
discussed - is in 2008 occupied by the Great Northern
Cabinetry plant, 749 Kennedy Street. ¶ The RLLC lumber
drying yard sprawled over 80 acres. This site was in the
"hemlock box lumber yard." There were also hardwood and
pine dry yards. ¶ See Doc. #12502 for a spectacular photo of
the dry yard.
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Businesses

¶ In explaining the situation to the Board, Village President Taylor said that he, in company with Vic Kohn,
owner of the Roller Mills, had journeyed to Stevens Point Monday so that they could contact the
superintendent of the Soo Line in regard to servicing a new factory, the roller mills, Tlusty Beverage and
others with train service to their sites. ¶ President Taylor said that the superintendent informed them that a
new track would be required, as the old track was not safe - the ties were rotted and the rails were not of
proper weight; that the Village could construct and lay a new track or the Soo Line would do the job at a
much greater cost to the Village. Incidentally, the superintendent also informed them, the President said, that
at such time there was not sufficient business in and out of Rib Lake, the railroad would petition for removal
of their spur line to the Village.
¶ President Taylor was of the opinion that providing a number of businesses here could be induced to
receive carload shipments into Rib Lake, and with the new factory sending out carload shipments, there
would never be any fear of removal of the spur into this Village. ¶ There was a great deal of discussion on
this, and some members of the board were of the opinion that there should be an assurance of the factory
coming here before contemplating spending several thousand dollars on a track. However, the other
members believe that regardless of the factory, the roller mill and others that plan to, or could be induced to,
receive carload shipments should be considered. And that those served with a new track would possibly be
willing to share the expense of construction and maintenance costs. ¶ Vic Kohn was present at the meeting
and explained to the members his situation of not having railroad service to the mill any longer, and his
concerns with having the board make an immediate decision.
¶ President Taylor was instructed to obtain an option on the land for the accoustical tile factory and to meet
with Carl Mohs, Architectural Engineer of Madison, who will design the factory building and who is also
interested in having the factory locate here, and with the other interested parties to learn from them if the site
is suitable and of their requirements as to railroad service."
HUNTERS REQUIRED TO FILE GAME REPORT "It is report time for Wisconsin hunters, the
Conservation Dept. said today, and Wisconsin hunters are required by law to turn in their game census
reports to the Department. ¶ The report cards listing the game hunters have taken, or are reporting that no
game was bagged, are vital to the Conservation Dept in compiling annual game statistics. The Dept. points
out that a complete return of game reports would be invaluable, while a partial return raises the possibility of
inaccuracies in computing total kills."
FLEMING, FORMER COOK, RELEASED FROM HOSPITAL "Louis F. Fleming of St. Paul, Minnesota,
who was employed as a cook in the camps of the RLLC for a number of years and until this past summer, in
renewing his subscription to the Herald this week, writes that he has been recently released from the St. Paul
Hospital, after having been a patient there for 5 weeks. Fleming is known to many in Rib Lake."
EMIL'S FILLING STATION CHANGES HANDS FRIDAY "A business deal was completed last Friday
Heindl's Clover Farm Store stood in the southeast corner of
whereby Herb Curran and son, Harry, purchased Emil's Standard Filling Station from Emil Vlach and which Church and Elm Streets.
station is located near Heindl's Clover Farm Store. The transaction included the land, station and stock, and
the new owners took possession immediately, with Herb Curran taking over the operation of the business. ¶
It was last August that Emil purchased the station from Melvin Clendenning, who had purchased the
property from Jerry Heindl several months previously. ¶ Emil, who resides with his family at the farm home
of his father, James Vlach, 1 1/2 miles south of this Village, informed the Herald Monday that he has made
no definite plans at this time, but will remain at the home of his father for the present. ¶ Both Herb and
Harry Curran are well known in Rib Lake, having been residents here for years. Herb has served the county
both as sheriff and undersheriff, and was until recently employed in the local mill."

1947
1/10/1947

People & Rib Lake OLD TIMERS VISIT AT HERALD OFFICE "The Herald office was visited this week by Charlie Seidel
Guy Wallace's daugther, Naida, a/k/a Mrs. George Straub, was
Herald
and Guy Wallace, who have been residents of this Village for a total of 120 years. ¶ Guy Wallace, in
an avid Rib Lake historian.
renewing his subscription, said he has been taking this paper since its establishment nearly 50 years ago. He
also said he arrived in Chelsea on April 21, 1886, coming from New York state, and the following day
journeyed to this Village. ¶ He was first employed in the J.J. Kennedy sawmill, and until 5 years ago when
he retired, he had been employed in the local mill most of the time. ¶ With his wife, he now resides with his
daughter, Mrs. George Straub. He has three sons, William, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania; Lester (Pike) and
Richard (Dick), who reside in Milwaukee. ¶ Charles Seidel, who is well known to everyone in this
community, and with a number of his children living in this Village and near here, has been a resident of this
community for over 60 years. He is one of the first settlers, and homesteaded on a farm across the lake."
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FILLING STATION AND SHOE STORE TO CHANGE HANDS AT RIB LAKE "An important business
deal is expected to be closed this week with the sale of Lindal's Goodwill Service Station to Clifford L. Fitch
of Eagle River. Negotations were started last week, according to H.B. Lindal, and will include both the real
estate and personal property of the station, which is located directly across the street from the Post Office. ¶
JORGENSEN SELLS SHOE STORE "Cyril F. Jorgensen, who has owned and operated the Jorgensen Shoe
Store here the last 10 years, informed the Herald Wednesday that he had disposed of his business and real
estate property to Gerald Dewsz, who will take possession Monday...Gerald Dewsz, the new owner of the
shoe store and repair shop, is well known here, and is the son of Mr. and Mrs. George Dewsz. He is a
veteran and experienced shoe repairer..."
JAKE MELASKI INJURED WHILE WORKING IN WOODS "Jake Melaski, while at work in the woods
shortly before noon Wednesday at Camp 28 of the RLLC, received serious injuries when a pulpwood dray
hitched to a team of horses he was driving, struck an obstruction, knocking him to the ground and passing
over his body. ¶ He was immediately brought to this Village where he received treatment to his injuries at
the office of Dr. A.S. Horn and rushed to the Wausau Hospital in the Taylor ambulance."

Obituary & People J.J. VOEMASTEK, PIONEER, SUCCUMBS "John J. Voemastek, pioneer and well known resident of this John J. Voemastek was truly a pillar of this community.
Village, died at his home Sunday morning at 5:30 o'clock. Mr. Voemastek, who would have been 70 years
Between 1897 and 1938, he saw to the uninterrupted weekly
of age in March, had been in failing health for some time, and the past four months he had been confined to publication of a high-quality Rib Lake Herald.
his bed. His wife, son, Ray, and daughter, Mrs. Eddie Laddie Hyrd, together with her husband and two
children in New Richmond, were here at the time of his death. ¶ Mr. Voemastek was born Mar. 25, 1885, at
Vienna, Austria, the son of Joseph and Anna Voemastek. He arrived in this country with his parents when he
was 9 years old, and a short time later the family settled at Bessemer, Michigan. There he worked in the
mines and attended high school, from which he was graduated. He also learned the printing trade while in
that city. ¶ In Dec. 1897, he accompanied Frank Hand to Rib Lake and established the Rib Lake Herald,
acquiring sole interest in this paper in 1904 and continuing until 1938, at which time he sold the business to
his son, Ray.
1/31/1947 (cont) Obituary & People ¶ He was united in marriage to Miss Emma Marsh of Colby January 6, 1900. Four children were born to this
(cont)
union, two having died in infancy. ¶ On Feb. 25, 1914, he was appointed Postmaster of this Village by the
late President Wilson, serving until 1923, at which time he resigned. Appointed again in 1934 by the late
President Roosevelt, he served until failing health forced him to resign in 1942. ¶ It was a short time prior to
this resignation as Postmaster that he underwent a major operation at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester,
Minnesota, and shortly thereafter he suffered a stroke, which made it necessary that he retire from any active
occupation. ¶ Mr. Voemastek took an active part in both local and county activities and served for a number
of years as Democratic County Chairman. He served as Justice of the Peace and was a member of the Rib
Lake Volunteer Fire Dept., receiving an honorary lifetime membership in the Dept. upon his retirement. ¶
He was a member of the Church of Christ, a mason and a member of the Modern Woodmen of America.
1/31/1947 (cont) Obituary & People ¶ He was interested in many things and studied electricity at one time, building a wireless telegram set and
(cont)
radio. He also sold the first factory-built radios here. He had the distinction of owning the first automobile
brought into Rib Lake and the first telephone was installed in his place of business. ¶ Funeral services were
held Wednesday afternoon from the Methodist Church, the Rev. Henry J. Holverson officiating, and burial
was made in the Lakeview Cemetery. Pallbearers were O.R. Thompson, Tracy Berfield, William Lemke, C.
R. Claussen, Ed Eckhoff and Fred Curran. ¶ Mr. Voemastek is survived by his wife, son, Raymond;
daughter, Gladys, and two granddaughters, Luann and Kay Hyrd, New Richmond; 4 sisters, Mrs. Mary
Guyer, Bessemer, Michigan; Mrs. Albert Scavarda, Mrs. Charles Knop and Mrs. Anna Galley, Kenosha; 2
brothers, Louis and George, Bessemer."
2/14/1947
Businesses & Rib STOCKHOLDERS OF WISCONSIN WOOD PRODUCTS MEET "The stockholders of Wisconsin Wood
Lake Wood
Products, Inc., held their annual meeting at their Rib Lake office Monday. The manufacturing plant, a wood
Products Co.
fibre mill, is located at Phillips."
2/14/1947
Greenwood &
LAST RITES FOR GUS TILCH HELD FRIDAY "Funeral services for Gus Tilch, 83, who died at his home
Obituary
in the Town of Greenwood last Tuesday, were held Friday from St. Ann's Church, Greenwood, and burial
was made in the town cemetery. Rev. Charrek conducted the services. Pallbearers consisted of Anton Wudi,
Sr., Joe Wudi, Sr., and Joe Bohte, Henry Fuchs, Max Rudolph and Frank Gebauer. ¶ Deceased had been in
ill health the past two years, and cancer is reported as the cause of his death. ¶ Born in Breslau, Germany, in
1863, he was married in 1887 and arrived in Taylor County in 1905 where he settled with his family in the
Town of Browning. He followed farming throughout his life. ¶ Besides his wife, survivors include four sons,
John of Royal Oak, Michigan; Henry of Idaho; William, Town of Greenwood; and Lawrence, Rib Lake.
Also 22 grandchildren and 11 great-grandchildren. Two daughters and a son preceded him in death. ¶ John
and Fred Tilch of Royal Oak, Michigan; Mary Ann Tilch and Mr. and Mrs. Robert Griesl of Milwaukee
were here to attend the funeral."

2/21/1947

Clubs/Orders & MASONIC LODGE RUINS DAMAGED BY FIRE "An overheated stove in the Masonic Lodge rooms on
Businesses & Fire the second floor of the John Haase building, located one door south of Lindal's Station, has been reported as
causing the fire in that building during the noon hour Saturday. Damage to the interior of the building from
fire, smoke and water will run several hundred dollars and is covered by insurance. There was little damage
to the Masonic furnishings. ¶ The lower rear floor was occupied by the Randolph Wagner family, whose
furnishings were removed to the former Braun office building, one door south, with little damage. The front
rooms of the lower floor, until recently occupied by the Rib Lake Beauty Shop, were vacant at the time of
the fire. ¶ The fire was discovered when smoke was seen coming from the second floor windows and doors;
an alarm was immediately turned in. The fire department was at the scene of the fire in a short time, but
there was some delay before a hose was connected to a hydrant and water turned into the interior of the
burning building. There was considerable more delay when sections of both the large and small hose broke
from the pressure of the water.
2/21/1947 (cont) Clubs/Orders & Although smoke hindered the work of the firemen, the fire was under control within an hour. ¶ The building
Businesses & Fire is owned by John Haase of Nekoosa, who purchased it last year from Dr. Charles Smith, a former Rib Lake
(cont)
resident."
3/14/1947
Camp 27 & RLLC INJURIES FATAL TO WOODS WORKER "Ralph Boyk, about 55, a transient lumberjack working at
Camp 27 of the RLLC, died en route to Wausau Memorial Hospital Monday, where he was being taken after
having been struck by a falling tree. ¶ Sawing with Herman Marschke of this village, and while felling a tree
they had sawed and which split completely down, he was struck on the left side of his body. ¶ He was
conscious after the accident and complained of pain in his hip and shoulder and internally. Marschke and
John Taplin, camp clerk, who accompanied him on the trip to the hospital, conversed with him the last time
in Merrill. He was found dead upon arrival at the hospital. ¶ The body was taken to Helke Funeral Home in
Wausau and a search for his sister, who it is thought resides in Chicago, is being made by Marathon County
authorities. Although his billfold divulged an Iron Belt, Michigan, address, authorities were unable to locate
relatives. ¶ He has worked for the local lumber company on many occasions, but it appears he was not
known in the village."
3/14/1947
Fire & People
TOWERMAN KAUER ATTENDS DISTRICT CONSERVATION MEETS "Joseph A. Kauer, clerk of the
Town of Rib Lake, and who mans the Wilderness Fire Tower 8 miles east of this village during the summer
months, last week attended district conservation meetings in Merrill and Tomahawk to receive instructions
on fire lookout towers and forest fire protection. ¶ Joe says that he will be back in the tower just as quickly
as the snow has disappeared from the ground."
3/21/1947
Businesses
NEW OWNERS TAKE OVER OPERATION OF GAS STATION "Mr. and Mrs. Clifford Fitch arrived here
Friday from Eagle River to take over their new filling station, the Goodwill Station which they purchased
from H.B. Lindal. ¶ The station will be known as Cliff's Friendly Service, and Mobil gas and oils will be
handled..."
3/21/1947
Businesses
USED CAR DEALER TO OPEN GARAGE "Earl McIlraith of Wausau, a former Medford resident, and
whose wife is the former Aura Krueger of Rib Lake, has rented the Alois Golob garage building, recently
occupied by John Brown and known as the Northside Garage, and will conduct a used car business. He will
also have mechanics for repair work..."
3/28/1947
Church - Lutheran - FAREWELL DINNER GIVEN FOR PASTOR AND FAMILY "The congregation of the St. John's Lutheran
St. John's
Church gave a farewell dinner for Rev. O.E. Hoffmann and family Sunday at the church parlors. They were
also presented with a purse of money as a farewell gift. There was a large attendance at the dinner."
4/4/1947
War - Soldiers
SELECTIVE SERVICE SYSTEM ENDED AT MIDNIGHT MONDAY "The presidential "Greetings"
received by over 10 million men during his 6 1/2 years while Selective Service was enforced, will no longer
be received by young men - Selective Service came to an end Monday at midnight. ¶ Of all the men who
registered, only 37 million actually received the president's "Greetings" and reported for examination. Out of
this group, only 10,020,637 were put in uniform. Their group formed 60% of the armed forces during the
war."
4/4/1947
Obituary & People LAST RITES HELD MONDAY FOR EARNEST MARTIN "Funeral services for Earnest Martin, 72, who
died Friday morning at his home in the Town of Greenwood, were conducted Monday afternoon from the
Taylor Funeral Home and from St. Peter's Evangelical Lutheran Church, Greenwood, with the Rev. O.E.
Hoffmann officiating and burial made in the church cemetery. ¶ Deceased was born in Germany on July 21,
1875 and arrived in this country with his parents in 1882, settling on a homestead in the Town of Rib Lake. ¶
In 1915 he moved to Montana with his parents and where his father died in 1927. With his mother, he
returned to Taylor County in 1931 and settled on a farm in the Town of Greenwood. His mother died in the
spring of 1945. ¶ Deceased was never married and is survived by 3 sisters: Mrs. Caroline Klemm, Town of
Greenwood; (Minnie), Mrs. Henry Freiboth, Terry, Montana; and (Emma), Mrs. Ed Stelling, Sunnyside,
Washington; 1 brother, Carl, Town of Greenwood, and other relatives."

The building occupied Lot 3, Block A, of McComb's Racing
Park Addition. The building was commonly called Woodman
Hall; it was built c. 1913 by the Rib Lake "camp," Modern
Woodmen of America, then a popular lodge. ¶ Consult the
CDs of Rib Lake History, Documents and Photos, to view the
minutes and records of this lodge.

The Wilderness Fire Tower stood one mile directly east of
Wood Lake, in the NE 1/4, Section 24, Town 33 North, Range
3 East.

The gas station still stands at 720 McComb Ave.

The building was located on Lot 10, Block C of McComb's
Racing Park Addition. In 2008, the site is Gerstberger Rib
Lake Florist, 835 McComb Ave.

4/4/1947

Businesses

ANNOUNCEMENT - WE HAVE OPENED A USED CAR SALES AND SERVICE "A. Golob building,
directly north of the Skogmo clothing store building. We have for sale a number of used cars in excellent
condition. 1944, with radio and heater. 1941 Chevrolet, with radio and large heater. Signed Mac Motor
Sales, Earl and Jack McIlraith. WE BUY - SELL - TRADE."

4/11/1947

Fire

RESIGNS FROM DEPARTMENT: NEW MEMBERS ACCEPTED "At the regular meeting of the Rib
Lake Volunteer Fire Department last Thursday evening, Herman Batzer and George Seidel tendered their
resignation as fireman, and which were accepted. ¶ Batzer has been a member for 27 years, and Seidel 22
years. The department voted the retiring members a lifetime honorary membership."

4/11/1947

20th Century Club APRIL FOOL PARTY "The Carl Marschke home was the scene of much laughter on the evening of April 1,
when the 20th Century Club met for their spring party in a surprising array of character costumes. The
entertainment committee, consisting of Mrs. John Freeck, Mrs. Ray Voemastek, Mrs. Wilbur Steffen, Mrs.
O.R. Thompson, planned an evening of games and contests with suitable prizes. Refreshments were served
by the hostess and her assistants. ¶ The next meeting will be held on April 15, with Mrs. Zielke and Mrs.
Voemastek as hostesses. The subject will be "medical care for everyone" by Mrs. Elmer Taylor."

4/18/1947

Politics & People

4/18/1947

Clubs/Orders

4/18/1947

RLLC & Forests

4/18/1947

Schools

KAPITZ ELECTED CHAIRMAN OF COUNTY BOARD "Millard (Satch) Kapitz, supervisor of Rib Lake,
was elected chairman of the Taylor County Board at their spring organizational meeting held Tuesday at the
courthouse in the City of Medford. ¶ Kapitz was elected on the first ballot, receiving 18 votes; Norman
Urquhart of Medford, who was elected vice-chairman, 9 votes, and Frank Knoll, Town of Ford, 1 vote. ¶
Kapitz has the distinction of being the second county board chairman to be elected from this Village. A
number of years ago, Joe Brehm, who operated a feed store in the Village, served as chairman. ¶ Kapitz was
vice-chairman of the board when he resigned in 1943 to enter the Navy."
BOY SCOUT TROOP ORGANIZED "E.A. Schwechel of Wausau, Chief Scout Executive of the Samoset
Council, was in Rib Lake last week for the purpose of organizing a local scout troop. ¶ Meeting with the
executive at the scout building were Orrin Reistad and sons, Roger & Earl; George Seidel, William Berfield,
Richard Mueller and a number of boys. ¶ Although a scoutmaster wasn't chosen at the meeting, it is thought
that Roger Reistad, a registered scout and former scoutmaster, will accept the leadership. ¶ Scout troops
have been active in Rib Lake in the past and the Methodist fellowship is sponsoring the new, nondenominational troop. ¶ There is a scout building in the Village and scout lodge with acreage on South
Harper Lake. Both buildings, however, are in need of repairs and furnishings. On a recent trip to their lodge,
Reistad and a number of the boys found the building had been damaged considerably, windows broken and
furniture removed. ¶ The troop will accept donations of used furniture, stove and cooking utensils from
anyone having such items, The Herald has been asked to mention, and the scouts will call for the items by
notifying Mr. Reistad or his office."
409 MILLION BOARD FEET OF LUMBER AND TIES CUT "409 million board feet of lumber and ties
were cut out of the Wisconsin forests during 1946. This represents approximately 1/3 of the total cut for the
lake states. The total volume of lumber produced in 1946 was 29% greater than in 1945. However, it was
less than the 10 year average 1936-1945 of 433 million board feet. ¶ The heaviest production was in the
northeastern part of the state, where 218 million board feet - about 53% of the state total - was produced.
More than 1000 saw mills participated in this production. ¶ Hemlock ranked first in volume cut, with 76
million board feet; maple second, with 72 million board feet; and aspen (popple) third, with 57 million board
feet."
FIVE GRADE TEACHERS WILL NOT RETURN "The Board of Education of the Village and Town of
Rib Lake met Monday evening with all members present, Leon Olson, H.B. Lindal and Walt Freiberg, and
Principal Stanley Zielanis. ¶ Teachers' contracts for 1947-48 school term were submitted to the Board for
their approval and signatures by Principal Zielanis. A number of the contracts were unsigned by the
teachers, five being in the grades and two in the high school. ¶ Grade teachers signing their contracts were as
follows: Gladys Jacobson, 3rd grade; Louis Duer, 4th; and Catherine Kostner, 5th. ¶ Contracts returned
unsigned were Eunice Lemke, 1st; Jane Dable, 2nd; Catherine Kraemer, 6th; Gladys Jankowski, 7th; and
Vilas White, 8th. ¶ Salaries of the grade teachers, including the raise recently granted by the Board for the
next term, are $190 per month or $1,710 for the school term.

This is the advertisement for the new used car dealership
which opened on McComb Ave. In 2008 the site is
Gerstberger Rib Lake Florist, 835 McComb Ave. Please note
the advertisement that the cars contained heaters. Bear in
mind that at one time cars did not contain heaters.

The home referred to was that of Carl Reinhold Marschke.
Coincidentally, yesterday, June 3, 2008, I had a long and
pleasant conversation with his son, Carl Ronald Marschke,
now of Phillips. He was born in Rib Lake, and after obtaining
his engineering degree, went on to found and manage a multimillion dollar corporation, Marquip.

The scout building in the Village was on the west side of
McComb Ave. on Lot 1, Block D of McComb's Racing Park
Addition. The street address was 701. In 2008 the site is
occupied by both the post office and STH 102.

4/18/1947 (cont)

5/2/1947

5/2/1947

5/2/1947

5/9/1947

5/16/1947

Schools (cont)

¶ Contracts presented with signatures in the high school consisted of Dorothy Avalo, home economics;
Hattie Benjamin, band and English; Margaret Pike, commerical; Beulah Zintz, English; Keith Zintz,
agriculture and physical education; and Ernest Wilson, science and industrial arts. ¶ The contracts which
were presented to the Board without signatures, although undecided, were Wilbur Steffen, coach and social
science, and that of Principal Stanley Zielanis, who teaches three subjects. ¶ Salaries of the high school
teachers, including the forthcoming raises, are as follows: home economics, $2,100; band and English,
$2,520; commercial $2,180; coach and social science, $2,580; English, $1,980; agriculture and physical
education, $3,120; science and industrial arts, $2,570, and that of the principal, $3,200."
Businesses
COFFEE CUP TO OPEN THIS FRIDAY "The former Jacob's Sweet Shop, more recently owned by Harry
Olson and sold to Raymond W. and Raymond O. Warner of Westboro, will reopen for business this Friday
as the Coffee Cup. ¶ The interior of the building has been redecorated, booths and other equipment added
and new merchandise purchased. ¶ According to an advertisement on another page of this paper, ice cream
specials will be offered on the opening day. The new place of business will specialize in lunches, meals and
short orders, their advertisement states. ¶ Mr. and Mrs. Ray Warner have purchased the former Albert Lietz
home and are now residing here with their son and daughter-in-law."
Church - Lutheran - INSTALLATION SERVICES FOR NEW PASTOR SUNDAY "Installation of Rev. R. Gurgel, formerly of
St. John's
LaCrosse, as pastor of St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church, Rib Lake, and St. Peter's Evangelical
Lutheran Church of the Town of Greenwood, will take place Sunday."
Schools
46 SENIORS WILL GRADUATE MAY 28 "46 seniors will graduate from the Rib Lake High School at
exercises to be held at the school on May 28. Following are those who will complete their studies this year
in the local schools: Joyce Andreae, William C. Bokath, Louis J. Daus, Robert O. Doubek, Margaret M.
Dums, LaVerne F. Erdman, Barbara J. Frazier, William C. Frisbie, Arlene B. Fleegel, Phyllis T. Gessert,
Leroy O. Greening, Dorothy A. Gojmerac. ¶ Phyllis Genne Hein, Alice A. Hengst, Beverly J. Herrem,
Donald H. Hoffmann, Harry J. Hoffmann, Carl A. House, Arland G. Hultman, Marie N. Jepsen, Eugene J.
Johnson, Richard V. Johnson. ¶ Betty F. Judnic, Faye Audrey Kelnhofer, Oliver R. Klemm, Elaine G.
Lundberg, Raymond Paul Mauch, Roger J. McCluskey, Ronald R. Meyer, Ed J. Mihalka, Wayne G. Olson,
Leroy E. Radtke, Marion F. Scheuer, Janet Ruth Schmidt. ¶ Norbert E. Schneider, Karl A. Schwoch, Shirley
J. Silbernagel, Betty A. Skibbie, Glen D. Smith, Helen G. Steinman, Gladys N. Targos, JoAnn Mary
Thompson, Dorothy M. Thums, Lillian M. Tilch, Catherine Turba, Margaret B. Yanko."
Obituary
GOTTLIEB WIEGEL, TOWN RESIDENT, BURIED MONDAY "Funeral services for Gottlieb Wiegel, 61,
a resident of the Town of Rib Lake for the past 17 years, who died of a heart attack last Thursday at
Statesan, were conducted Monday afternoon from the Taylor Funeral Home and St. John's Evangelical
Lutheran Church by Rev. R. Gurgel, and burial was made in Lakeview Cemetery. ¶ Deceased had been a
patient at Statesan since February 5, and had been in failing health for some time. ¶ Born in Russia in 1885,
he arrived in this country when 26 years old, and located in Chicago. He was married in 1921 and continued
to make his home in the city until 1930, when he moved to the Town of Rib Lake and the farm he operated
since that time. ¶ Survivors include his wife, Anna, two sons, Gottfried, Chicago; and Henry, who resides at
home; 3 daughters, Emily (Mrs. Ben Mundkowsky), Chicago; Adeline, at home; and Molly, who is a patient
at Statesan."
Businesses
CHESTER SMOCKS TO OPEN GROCERY STORE "The announcement of the opening this Thursday of
Smock's Grocery by Mr. and Mrs. Chester Smock, in the former Greenwood Cheese Factory, 7 1/2 miles
southeast of Rib Lake on CTH C, will be found on another page of this paper. Their announcement states
that they will handle groceries, meats, ice cream and gasoline at their new location."

5/16/1947

Spirit Lake &
Businesses

5/16/1947

History - 1947

THIELS DISPOSE OF MAPLE KNOLL PROPERTY "Mr. and Mrs. Ray Thiel of Chicago, who in January
1946 purchased the property formerly known as Maple Grove and located 7 1/2 miles northeast of the
Village on Highway 102, near Spirit Lake, and thereafter changed the name to Maple Knoll, recently sold
the land and real estate to Mrs. Emma Peters and son, Fred Wiessmiller of Rhinelander, who took possession
on May 1. ¶ The new owners will conduct the tavern and dance hall and plan to construct a number of
cabins, and otherwise improve the property. They formerly operated a resort on Boon Lake near
Rhinelander."
HISTORY OF EARLY TAYLOR COUNTY PUBLISHED "Arthur J. Latton, Medford, was a caller in Rib
Lake on Monday and delivered to the Commercial Club a number of copies of "Reminiscences and
Anecdotes of Early Taylor County," which he compiled and recently had printed in book form. Latton called
at the Herald office and left one of the printed books containing over 200 pages of old Taylor County scenes
and early history and which may be looked over by anyone interested. Latton has the books for sale."

This business stood just north of the Little Bohemia on Lot 3,
Block B, McComb's Racing Park Additino. Formerly Bill
Gessert's Meat Market, it closed c. 1968 as the "Coffee Cup."
See Doc. #12554 for a photo of the Coffee Cup in 1965.

Statestan stood for the Wisconsin state sanitarium at Wales,
Wisconsin. It provided treatment for tuberculosis patients.

This store stood directly across the street from St. Peters
Evangelical Lutheran Church. It was known as the Hiway C
Grocery.

To date, this is the only history of Taylor County published.
In 2008, Stephen Lars Kalmon is attempting to assemble an
updated history. Steve has asked RPR to write three chapters,
the railroads of Taylor County, the Rib Lake Lumber
Company and its predecessors, and "Rib Lake."

5/16/1947

Fire & Agriculture FIRE DESTROYS FARM BUILDINGS "The house and barn at the Mrs. Susie Bieniek farm, 1 1/2 miles
northeast of Rib Lake, were completely destroyed by fire Saturday afternoon at 5:30 o'clock, when a five
gallon can of high test gasoline exploded in a shed adjoining the home and spread rapidly to the barn that
stood about 30 feet away. The contents of both the house and barn were lost in the fire and Mrs. Bieniek and
children, who were in the house at the time of the explosion, were forced to flee from the burning structure.
¶ The explosion occurred while Mrs. Bieniek and children were eating their supper meal, and the explosion
was so great that it tore the kitchen door, that led into the shed, from its hinges..."
5/23/1947
Businesses
SPORT SHOP TO OPEN HERE NEXT MONDAY "On another page of this paper will be found the
announcement of the opening on Monday, May 26, of a new business in this Village, the Rib Lake Sport
Shop - located in the Haas building, the former location of the beauty shop, one door south of Cliff's
Friendly Service Station, or directly across the street from the drug store. ¶ Mr. and Mrs. John Haas, who
purchased the building from Dr. C.C. Smith in July of last year, and moved here from Port Edwards last
month, will conduct the business. They have remodeled the interior, installed necessary shelving and
counters and will handle a general line of sporting goods and athletic equipment. ¶ Mr. Haas is known to
many here in Rib Lake, having been a former resident and employee of the local lumber company as switch
man. He left here in 1909 and has since that time been employed as a switch man for the Nekoosa-Port
Edward Paper Company."
5/23/1947
Harper Lake
SCHARERS IMPROVING COTTAGE ON HARPER "Mr. and Mrs. Charles Scharer of Monroe, who have
been spending the past week at their cottage on South Harper Lake, are having some improvements made to
their property, which includes a new fireplace and basement floor. Pete Heindl is doing the mason work.
Mr. and Mrs. Scharer spend the entire summer at their lake home, usually arriving here in the spring and
staying until the late fall. Mr. Scharer is a former Rib Lake resident, his father having been in business here
many years."
5/30/1947
Businesses
ACCOUSTICAL TILE FACTORY FOR RIB LAKE ASSURED; WORK WILL START AT ONCE "C.W.
Luse and son, Duane, of Chicago, brother and nephew of D.C. Luse, who operates the accoustical tile
factory in Chicago that will soon be moved to Rib Lake, were business callers here the first part of the week
in regard to the factory, and next Monday evening will be with a group of local citizens at a supper at the
Little Bohemia Restaurant. And meeting again Tuesday, it was decided to begin work this week on the
construction of a new factory building, with Ed Stamm to supervise the work. ¶ Those who will have an
interest in the factory and attending the meeting and supper were: Carl Marschke, Millard Kapitz, Leon
Olsen, Ed Stamm, John Freeck, Harold Zielke, George Seidel, Orrin Thompson, Vic Kohn, Elmer Taylor
and Ray Voemastek. Harry Gustafson of Phillips, a member of the corporation, was not present.
5/30/1947 (cont) Businesses (cont) ¶ Plans for the building, with the thought of utilizing the former boiler room at the old tannery site and now
owned by Ed Stamm, will be drawn up by Gus A. Krasin, architect of Marshfield, designer of the Lake
Theatre building, who arrived here Tuesday. ¶ Officers of the new corporation are: Leon Olsen, President;
Carl Marschke, Vice President; Millard Kapitz, Secretary-Treasurer; and Ray Voemastek, Executive
Secretary."
5/30/1947
Forest, County
10,000 TREES PLANTED IN TOWN "County Agent Carl R. Zoerb of Medford transacted business here
last Tuesday and informed the Herald that the planting of 10,000 trees, the first in the history of Rib Lake,
had gotten underway that morning in Rib Lake Township, east of this Village, and would be completed this
week. ¶ The project was accomplished under the county reforestration program as outlined by the State
Forest Crop Law. Supervision comes from the County Agent's office and is paid for out of the county
forestry aids funds created by the state, with their payment to the county of 10 cents per acre for entering
delinquent county-owned lands. ¶ Zoerb said there would be 8,000 Norway and white pine transplants, 1,000
each of jack and white pine seedlings and 250 Norway spruce transplants planted. The trees planted came
from the state tree farm. ¶ Zoerb also said the land east of Rib Lake was the most suitable land in the county
for reforestration purposes. ¶ Donald Barnes of this Village, who is studying reforestration at the University
of Wisconsin, was foreman of the work and had 8 local men working with him."
5/30/1947
Law
COURT HELD AT MEDFORD TUESDAY "In a one day session of circuit court held at the courthouse in
the City of Medford Tuesday, the following court fact cases were disposed of by Judge G.N. Risjord…¶
Petition of Alfons Mnichowicz to change name to Mitchell granted. Louis J. Charles, attorney. ¶ Petition of
Frank Mikuleneak to change name to Mikul granted. Leicht and Curran, attorneys."

The Sport Shop occupied the old Woodman building, Block
A, Lot 3, McComb's Racing Park Addition.

Their grandson, Dr. Galen Scharer, and his wife, Dorothy,
have remodeled the structure into a beautiful home on the east
shoreline.

RPR surmises that these trees were planted in the Taylor
County forest. By 2008, these seedlings have matured into
valuable stands of timber - thinned every 10-15 years under
the careful eye of Brad Ruesch, Taylor County Forest
Administrator.

Nota bene: this is how Rib Lake got one of its most colorful
citizens, known after 5/30/1947 as Alfons Mitchell.

6/6/1947

6/13/1947
6/13/1947

6/20/1947

Businesses

DECORATING OF NEW LAKE THEATRE COMPLETED MONDAY "Decorating of the interior of the
New Lake Theatre was completed Monday by George Houdak, interior decorator of Phillips, who has spent
several weeks accomplishing the work. ¶ All hand brush work of modernistic design and beautiful color
schemes, the entire interior, including the lobby, foyer, lounge and auditorium, has been decorated and now
has a pleasing appearance. ¶ The Lake can well be classified as one of the outstanding theatres in the state,
and A.F. Hughes, owner, is to be complimented for his efforts with continued improvements. ¶ Hughes said
the decorating was very costly, and he will appreciate patrons bearing this in mind with their continued
regard toward helping to eliminate any damage to the walls and furnishings."
Environment
TROUT PLANTED "Fingerling trout were planted in Sheep Ranch Creek last week, and there have been
recent plantings of trout in Mink and Wood Creeks by Conservation Warden John Marcon."
Law & Rib Lake - OVERCOME BY SMOKE IN VILLAGE LOCKUP "Elsworth Schultz, who resides northeast of Rib Lake,
Village
spent Monday here on a little celebration of his own and which resulted in his being hospitalized at Medford
after being overcome by smoke from a fire he started to a blanket in the Village Hall lockup. ¶ Taken into
custody by Marshal Stiel at 6:30 p.m., he was placed in the Village lockup. About an hour later children
detected smoke coming from the hall, and Marshal Stiel was immediately notified. It was necessary for Stiel
to grope his way into the lockup due to the intense smoke, where he found Schultz huddled in a corner. ¶
Carried to the street where he was found unconscious, he was revived by the fire department's inhalator and
the aid of Dr. Horn. Schultz was taken to the Medford Hospital by Undersheriff L. Zastrow. ¶ Stiel said that
he had searched Schultz for matches at the time he placed him in the lockup, but had found none. The
blanket had been placed next to the door of the lockup and set on fire, as was determined from the ashes
found."
Businesses
SMOKEHOUSE COMPLETED "John Liesenberg, proprietor of John's Meat Market, informed the Herald
Wednesday that a double smokehouse has been completed and is now in operation directly back of his
market building. Built of fireproof construction, one house is for quick smoked meats, the other for the
slower process."

6/20/1947

Businesses

6/20/1947

Rib Lake Township &
Businesses

6/27/1947

Obituary

6/27/1947

Clubs/Orders

6/27/1947

RLLC

The new movie theatre was an imposing brick edifice in the
southeast corner of Landall and McComb Avenues.

At that time the Village had its own jail.

John's Meat Market occupied part of the building that still
stands in 2008, known as Bill's Bird's Nest tavern, 729
McComb Ave. Ron Becker claims tavern patrons concluded
the owner, Gary Kutzke, a tall man, looked like "Big Bird" of
Sesame Street cartoons; hence, the Bird's Nest Tavern.

JOSEPH LILLY SELLS FILLING STATION "Joseph Lilly, who for 22 years has owned and operated the
Standard Filling Station one door north of the Lake Superior District Power Company office, disposed of the
station with the sale of the real estate and personal property to Harvey Bokath, a resident of the Town of Rib
Lake. ¶ A resident of this Village since 1899, Lilly was employed by the local lumber company for many
years. In 1923 he constructed the cement block station and conducted the business until 1927 when he sold
it to William Gilge and Ed Kelnhofer. The partners operated the business until 1928 when they sold it back
to Lilly. "Joe," as he is known to everyone in Rib Lake and vicinity, said that he will take a vacation, which
will include his favorite sport of fishing, before making any future plans. He plans to continue to remain in
Rib Lake. ¶ Bokath, who has operated his own farm 5 miles east of the Village, is well known in this
vicinity, in which he has been a long-time resident. He is married and will continue to make his home on the
farm for the present time. He plans to make a number of improvements to the station."
QUONSET DANCE PAVILION "Zondlo brothers new 40 x 80 quonset-type dance building is nearing
completion on the site near their tavern, one mile east of Rib Lake. This week windows and doors are being
put in and the floor laid, and all work will be completed for the dance to be held there on July 4 in
conjunction with the American Legion celebration."

In 2008, Joe Lilly's gas station site is part of Ed Zondlo's IGA
parking lot, Lot 5, Block C, McComb's Racing Park Addition.

LOCAL PEOPLE ATTEND CHARLES STELLICK FUNERAL "A number of Rib Lake people attended
funeral services for the late Charles J. Stellick in Medford Friday afternoon, with three local citizens, Millard
Kapitz, Frank Becker and Herb Curran as pallbearers. ¶ Stellick, who was 59 years old, died at Medford
Hospital last week Monday, having suffered a stroke. He served as sheriff of Taylor County for 10 years,
and won two-year terms as undersheriff. He was also night marshal for the City of Medford for four years.
He was well known throughout the county. ¶ His wife, two daughters, Mrs. Ralph Francis and Bernice, and
one son, Elmer, survive."
VFW TURNS OVER $100 TO MRS. SUSIE BIENIEK "The benefit dance at the Lakeside on June 14,
sponsored by the local post of the Veterans of Foreign Wars, netted $100, which Commander Southwell
Rosenfelft turned over to Mrs. Susie Bieniek, who recently lost her farm buildings and personal property by
fire."
MILL TO CLOSE SATURDAY FOR ANNUAL VACATION "The sawmill, planing mill and yards of the
RLLC will shut down Saturday noon and remain closed until Monday morning, July 7, for the annual week's
vacation period."

Bernice, "Babe," Stellick, teacher in Rib Lake from 1949 to
1990, is one of his daughters.

The quonset hut is still going strong - it has been the site of
many a great time. In January 2008, for example, the Rib
Lake Ski & Snowshoe Club held its post-snowshoe race
celebration there.

The Veterans of Foreign Wars had just recently created a local
post in Rib Lake.

6/27/1947

Agriculture &
Businesses

7/4/1947

Businesses

7/4/1947

7/11/1947

7/11/1947

7/11/1947

7/11/1947

7/18/1947

GAMBLES, THE FRIENDLY STORE "Announces the addition of farm machinery to our regular line. We This is an advertisement which announced the addition of
now have hay loaders - mowers - plows and wagons and expect tractors and other equipment soon. Signed farm implements to the Gambles Store inventory. The
Ed Prien, your Gambles Store dealer."
Gamble Store was located at 740 McComb Ave., Lot 9, Block
A of McComb's Racing Park Addition. In 2008, the building
is occupied as a music store; the real estate in 2008 is titled in
Catherine E. Kriehn.

LAKE THEATRE TO CHANGE HANDS "An important business transaction is expected to be concluded
this week, whereby the New Lake Theatre will be sold to Louis Bednarek of Phillips. Although the deal has
not been completed at the writing Tuesday evening, Mr. Bednarek was to take possession as of today, July 1.
¶ This transaction of one of Rib Lake's finest properties is being made by A.F. Hughes of Phillips, who
purchased the theatre last year after its completion, and the Lake Theatre Company, comprised of a group of
local citizens, who sponsored the construction of the building and made a deal with Mr. Hughes for him to
acquire ownership after a period of time. ¶ It is due to the illness of Mrs. Hughes that the property is being
disposed of, for Mr. Hughes is required to spend much of his time at his home in Phillips. Mr. Hughes
recently had the theatre decorated and was planning to construct a home here and make a residence with his
family. ¶ Mr. Bednarek, who conducts a hotel and tavern business in Phillips, is acquainted with a number of
local citizens. He also sponsors the Sunday Czechoslovak broadcast over station WIGM, Medford."
Tannery & RLLC FORMER LUMBER COMPANY MANAGER VISITS HERE "Fred M. Shaw, a former manager of the
local lumber company, and daughters Drusilla and Eunice, of Escanaba, Michigan, visited with friends here
Thursday. Shaw was also one of the owners of the Shaw tanneries, located in Rib Lake and other northern
Wisconsin cities, and later sold to the United States Leather Company. He left here with his family in 1909.
Calling at the Herald office while here, he said that his wife died in 1924."
Businesses
SHOE FACTORY SECURED FOR RIB LAKE "Through the efforts of the promotional advancement
committee of the Rib Lake Commercial Club, a shoe factory has been secured for this Village. Assurance of
the new industry was made known after a meeting here with William A. Reed of Chicago, who will have an
interest in the factory, and members of the committee. And on Tuesday members of the promotional
committee, O.R. Thompson, Millard Kapitz and Elmer Taylor, accompanied by Mr. Reed, motored to
Medford, where papers of incorporation were ordered from their attorneys to be drawn up on what will
possibly be known as the Lakeland Shoe Corporation. ¶ A site for a new building has been decided on and
will be purchased. ¶ Negotations for the factory have been going on for some time, and now that the new
industry is assured, Rib Lake will be in a position to furnish employment to an additional 90 people when
the factory starts operations. And that figure has possibilities of being increased to 200. There will be a large
amount of local capital invested in the new enterprise."
Environment
CONSERVATION NOTES "Fish plantings in Taylor County - 3,000 legal size German brown trout were
planted in the Rib River during the week of June 22. They were distributed from the junction of the river
and on CTH C to Goodrich. They were brought by state truck from the Brule Hatchery at Brule, Wisconsin,
in three loads."
Schools
DR. MAUCH BUYS OLD SCHOOL BUILDING "Dr. R.J. Mauch completed a deal Monday with the
Board of Education and Charles Schauss for the purchase of the Spirit Lake school building, long
abandoned, and five acres of land where the building stands, 6 miles northeast of Rib Lake. The school
district owned the building and Schauss the land. ¶ Dr. Mauch, who has been raising mink for several years
and recently expanded his stock, plans to utilize the building and land as a mink farm."
Businesses & Spirit "Watch for the announcement of the opening of the Sunny Hill Grocery and Resort at Spirit Lake. Mr. and
Lake
Mrs. Ralph Feldheim, proprietors."

Businesses

WORK ON NEW TILE FACTORY PROGRESSING "Work on the new, accoustical tile factory is
progressing rapidly, and this week large roof rafters were raised into place. ¶ The two-story concrete
building has over 7,000 square feet of floor space, and the machines and dry kilns will be located on the
ground floor. The upper floor will be used for storage space for completed tile and will also hold the fiber
from which the tile is manufactured. ¶ An addition will be constructed on the north end of the building for a
boiler room and storage of coal."

The New Lake Theatre stood in the southeast corner of
McComb and Landall Avenues.

For twenty years the new shoe factory was the major employer
in Rib Lake.

In 2008, the old school site is the home of Mr. and Mrs. Mark
Priniski, N9057 STH 102.

An advertisement advertising the fact that Mr. and Mrs. Ralph
Feldheim of Chicago are planning to build a grocery and
resort on Little Spirit Lake in Price County across from the
start of the Spirit River.

7/25/1947

7/25/1947

8/1/1947

8/1/1947 (cont)

8/1/1947

8/8/1947

8/8/1947 (cont)

8/15/1947

Businesses

WOOD PRODUCTS PLANT LOCATES IN RIB LAKE "A wood products factory for the manufacture of
survey sticks and other wood items has located in Rib Lake and expects to begin operation here next month.
¶ The new concern, a partnership of Fred Schwarzrock of Chicago and Clifford Curran, attorney of Medford,
and a former Rib Lake resident, has rented the former excelsior mill building owned by the Gustafson
Lumber Company and situated in the southwest section of the Village. Several machines have already been
moved into the building. ¶ Mr. Schwarzrock, who has been a frequent visitor to Rib Lake during the past 40
years, will be in charge of the new plant, which will employ 5 or 6 men when operations get underway. He
has had considerable experience in plant supervision and in the manufacture of survey sticks. ¶ Survey sticks
are made in various widths and lengths and tapered at one end for use in laying out building sites, road and
land. The concern has already received orders for many thousands of the sticks. ¶ Employment at the factory
will be increased with the expansion into other manufactured wood products."
Agriculture
[ADVERTISEMENT READS] "Bug and leaf hopper poisons. Bordeaux mixture - cryocide D-50 - red river
potato mix - arsenate of calcium - London purple - Paris green - copper hydro 40 for blight - also a full line
of sprayers. Olson Hardware, Phone 76, Rib Lake, Wis."
Businesses
O.R. THOMPSON HEADS LAKELAND SHOES, INC. "At the organizational meeting of the stockholders
of Rib Lake's new manufacturing concern, Lakeland Shoes, Inc., held at the Village Hall, a board of
directors consisting of W.M. Reed, W.W. McLeon and Arthur J. Strauss of Chicago; O.R. Thompson, Elmer
Taylor, William Radtke and Leon Olson of this Village, were elected to a term of one year. ¶ The board of
directors, after adjourning the meeting, named as their officers O.R. Thompson, President; Arthur J. Strauss,
Vice President; Elmer Taylor, Treasurer; and W.W. McLeon, Secretary and Assistant Treasurer.¶ Capital
stock - all common, with a value of $10 per share, was set at $75,000. Attorney Clifford Curran of Medford
was selected Secretary. ¶ The site for the new factory building, the corner piece of land across from the
Herman Batzer residence, will be purchased from the Village by O.A. Peterson of Phillips and sufficient
ground for a factory given to the company.
Businesses (cont) ¶ Construction of the factory building will get underway within a short time, and after approval by the state
of the new corporation and plans of the building. ¶ The shoe machines, owned by Reed and located in
Chicago, will be moved here and stored until the building is completed."
Spirit Lake &
SPIRIT LAKE CLEARED OF WATER GROWTH "Spirit Lake was cleaned this week of green,
Environment
undergrowth weed substance, which has been floating in the water since hot weather set in. ¶ Receiving
approval from the Conservation Department, cottage owners around the lake purchased blue vitrol, which
was distributed in the lake Sunday by motorboat, the substance drying and disappearing the following day.
The vitrol is harmless to fish life."
Harper Lake
PLANE CRASH AT SOUTH HARPER LAKE SUNDAY KILLS MOTHER AND DAUGHTER "After
striking several tree tops, a plane crashed and burned Sunday afternoon about 4:45 o'clock on the Mike
Schmidt resort property at South Harper Lake, 3 1/2 miles northeast of the Village, killing Mrs. Evelyn
Krause, 30, and her daughter, Cecilia, 8, who were riding in the plane with Albert Krause, 33, pilot, and
divorced husband and father of the victims. All three were residents of Marshfield....Returning in the
afternoon to the resort, and while flying low over the body of water in front of the Schmidt Tavern as he
came in from the west, Krause attempted to raise the plane above the tree tops along the east bank, but
failed. The plane struck the tops of two trees, causing it to swing around to the south, and it continued to
travel approximately 500 feet and striking other trees in its path before crashing to the ground in flames. ¶
The tail section came to rest on the edge of the bank and near the roadway that leads into the resort. The
plane landed but a short distance from the tavern.
Harper Lake (cont) ¶ Mike Schmidt, who was standing near the lake conversing with friends, said that Krause waved to him as
he came in over the water and banked the plane, after which he gunned the plane to make the climb over the
tree tops. Schmidt said the flames were leaping from the crashed plane before he and others arrived at the
scene."
Greenwood &
EWOLD STIBBE SELLS TAVERN PROPERTY "Ewold Stibbe has recently sold his tavern, located on
Businesses
CTH M, 11 miles east of Highway 13 and 12 miles southeast of Rib Lake, to Gearhart Hahn of Marsh
Rapids, who took possession of the place of business August 4. Stibbe had owned the tavern for 14 years.
Mr. and Mrs. Stibbe now reside at Westboro."

The former Gustafson Lumber had four buildings along then
STH 102 - in 2008, State Road - south of the Catholic Church.
See the Sanborn Dec. 1926 map.

The age of insecticides has come.

The land site chosen was in the northeast corner of Fayette and
Kennedy Streets. The former shoe factory building is still
standing there as of 2008. In 2008, the building is owned by
Deril Thomas of Medford.

In 2008, this building is Chet & Bernie Brahmer's bar, W777
CTH M.

8/22/1947

8/22/1947

8/22/1947

8/22/1947

8/22/1947

8/22/1947 (cont)

8/29/1947

8/29/1947

Obituary

LAST RITES HERE FOR HARRY SWANSON "Funeral services for Harry Swanson, 48, who passed away
at his home here last Thursday after an illness of about 3 months, were held Saturday at 1:30 p.m. from the
Taylor Funeral Home with the Rev. Henry J. Holverson pronouncing the funeral service. Burial was made
in the Lakeview Cemetery. ¶ Mr. Swanson was born May 11, 1899, at Rib Lake, and where he resided until
the time of his death. ¶ On Jan. 11, 1937, he was married to Florence Berg at Rib Lake. He was an employee
of the RLLC. He is survived by his widow and one son, Robert Andrew. ¶ Pallbearers were Emil Gnotke,
Andrew Olsen, Lee Warner, George Hanke, Jim Ward, John Stelling. ¶ Out-of-town relatives attending the
funeral services were Mrs. Art Fenski and Gloria Swanson of Eland, Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Swanson and son
Clifford."
Agriculture
BARN-RAISING BEE "A large number of farmers gathered Monday at the George Schreiner farm, 4 miles
southeast of Rib Lake, to raise the roof trusses and accomplish other work on the new barn under
construction. ¶ The previous week, a barn-raising bee took place at the Albert Schreiner farm, across the
road and north of his brother's farm."
Agriculture &
LARGE ATTENDANCE AT SPIRIT 4-H FAIR MONDAY "An exceptionally large crowd gathered at the
Spirit
Spirit Town Hall Monday for the 4th annual 4-H fair sponsored by the Towns of Spirit, Hill and Ogema.
And from reports, the exhibits were adjudged the best ever shown, and prize winners will exhibit at the Price
County fair, which opens in Phillips today. ¶ Herman Ernest, President, and George Swanson, Secretary, are
the officers of the group."
Businesses
MEMBERS OF TILE FACTORY HOLD MEETING "Members of the "Absorb-A-Tone" Company held a
business meeting at the Village Hall last Wednesday evening, at which time Attorney Clifford Curran of
Medford read Articles of Incorporation pertaining to the company, and other business was discussed and
approved by the officers."
Businesses
STOCK PURCHASERS NAMED IN LAKELAND SHOES, INC. "The following have purchased stock in
Rib Lake's new enterprise - Lakeland Shoes, Inc. - and which factory will be constructed here in the near
future: O.R. Thompson, Millard Kapitz, Edwin Martin, Leroy A. Holmes, James H. Holmes, Arthur
Mittwoch, Jerry R. Heindl, Peter Beck, Elmer Taylor, Dr. W.A. Reed, Alphonse Kollman. ¶ Clifford Fitch,
Ed Prien, Floyd R. Nehls, George Tlusty, William Radtke, Adolph Vlach, Art's Service Station, Henry
Schlais, John Steen, Carl Marschke, Herman Leicht. ¶ Clifford Curran, Louis Bednarek, Henry Mathias, W.
W. McKeon, Donald Taylor, F.P. Schaack, F.L. Becker, Mrs. G.L. Seidel, Lloyd Kettleson, Mrs. James
Upjohn, William Bokath. ¶ Elmer Radtke, George Thums, Jr., Elmer Gilge, John Heisler, Jr., Ray W.
Warner, Rudy Kapitz, Aaron Freeck, William T. Berfield, Lee Warner, Edwin Thums, William Gilge. ¶
Chester Talbot, August Schopper, Henry Jensen, Frank Tauber, Minrath Carthrina, Jr., Herb Curran, Otto
Martin, Henry E. Rosenfeldt, Fred Radtke, William Waldhart, Bernard Cihasky.
Businesses (cont) ¶ Otto Krueger, William Bube, A.S. Horn, Otto F. Hein, J.M. Johnson, Mrs. Alfons Mitchell, Ed Stamm,
Leon W. Olsen, John W. Freeck, H.A. Smith, George Erdman. ¶ Mr. and Mrs. Otto Ziemke, Peter Mihalka,
Edward A. Christianson, Southwell Rosenfeldt, H.C. Batzer, Arnold Krueger, John Heizler, Keith Jacobs,
John Leisenberg, Tuvila Annala and Arthur J. Strauss."
RLLC & Utilities BREAKS WATER MAIN: RESIDENTS WITHOUT WATER "The power shovel of the Swatscheno
Company contractors on the water and sewer project, while digging in the southwest section of the Village
Tuesday, struck and broke a water main of the RLLC which serves a number of company houses, and whose
residents were without water until repairs were made Wednesday."

Church - Lutheran - TO THE EDITOR OF THE HERALD "Upon request of the editor and in order to avoid any
St. John's
misunderstanding, the following is submitted: ¶ The differences which have arisen between the American
Legion and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in this vicinity find their source in prayers offered by that
organization. Not only the content, but the very fact that a prayer, any prayer, is included in the ceremony is
offensive to us. ¶ This attitude on our part, against prayer in a civic organization, is not an arbitrary one; it is
not a measure taken because of distaste or animosity for any organization or individual within an
organization, be it the Legion or some other group. It is strictly a matter of conscience; where the conscience
which has, out of love for the Savior, willingly abound itself to do those things only which are pleasing to
Him.
8/29/1947 (cont) Church - Lutheran - ¶ The reasons why it is displeasing to the Lord for one to join in prayer with any and everyone, with people
St. John's (cont) of all faiths and no faith, are revealed clearly in scripture. This is not the time nor the place to go into them;
suffice it to say, there are reasons: reasons not of men but from God. The will of God is revealed in the Bible
as our guide for this life; so then in this matter also we follow its dictates. Signed R.A. Gurgel, Pastor, St.
John's Evangelical Lutheran Church."

One of the truly sad experiences in modern agriculture is the
loss of these beautiful wooden structures, the former dairy
barns.

This is quite an impressive list of investors.

It was only in 1947 that the Village authorized the creation of
a municipal water and sewer system - which was now being
installed at the time of this accident.

8/29/1947

9/12/1947
9/19/1947

9/26/1947

10/3/1947

10/3/1947

10/10/1947

10/10/1947
(cont)

10/17/1947

10/24/1947

10/31/1947

Recreation & Rib WORK ON TROUT POND TO START SATURDAY "Digging and other work to prepare the Rib River
Lake Fish & Game spring for a trout-rearing pond will begin Saturday at 1:00 p.m., and all members of the Rib Lake Fish &
Assoc.
Game Association and other conservationists are asked to be present and to assist with the work. [Hand]
shovels and picks should be brought along. ¶ The springs are located 1/4 mile north of Rib River bridge on
CTH C, about 4 3/4 miles southeast of Rib Lake."
Businesses &
NEW FOREMAN AT RIB LAKE DAIRY "Bob Hulse of Juneau arrived here Monday with his family, and
Agriculture
is employed as foreman in the cheese package room of the Rib Lake Dairy."
Railroads - Wis. NEW CLERK AT DEPOT "Art Marti of Arpin arrived here this week to replace Earl Reistad as clerk at the
Central
Soo Line depot. Earl recently resigned his position and will leave Sunday for Madison, where he will attend
the state university."
Spirit
NYBERG'S SELL CLUB "A farewell party for Mr. and Mrs. Ingwald Nyberg, who recently sold their Club
Frolick to Alfred Heise of Kennan, is advertised in the paper to take place Saturday. The club is located at
the junction of county line and Highways Y and STH 86. The Nybergs have operated the club for the past
18 months and plan to move to California."
Agriculture &
LOCAL STORE TO DEMONSTRATE TRACTOR "In an advertisement on another page of this paper, Ed
Businesses
Prien, local Gamble Store dealer, announces a tractor demonstration on Oct. 8, Wednesday, at 2:00 p.m. on
the land near the site where the new shoe factory is being constructed. The tractor is known as the Farm
Crest 30, and is a product of Gamble. ¶ The advertisement also states that coffee and fried cakes will be
served, and 30 gallons of oil will be given as a prize. Those attending the demonstration will be asked to
register."
Businesses &
CAMP CARTER TO CLOSE "Elaine and Max Schaufelberger informed the Herald Tuesday, that Camp
Harper Lake
Carter at Harper Lake will close Saturday after a successful season. The camp will again be open June 1,
1948."
Obituary & Rusch MRS. JOHN GILGE BURIED HERE SATURDAY "Mrs. John Gilge, 83, one of Rib Lake's pioneer
citizens, died last Wednesday at the home of her daughter, Mrs. Ed Kelnhofer, after an illness of about 2
years. She had been a resident of this community for 53 years. ¶ Funeral services were conducted from St.
John's Evangelical Lutheran Church with Rev. R.A. Gurgel officiating, and burial made in Lakeview
Cemetery. ¶ Pallbearers were John Stelling, Carl Radtke, Paul Kaske, Ferdinand Meyers, August Sandel and
Otto Halverson. ¶ Mrs. Gilge, the former Mary Magdalene Franz, was born Jan. 28, 1864, at Mocker,
Germany. She was married to John Gilge in Germany on June 2, 1885, where two sons were born to them. ¶
In 1894 they came to this country and settled on a farm east of Rib Lake. In 1922 they moved into a home in
the Village, where they resided until Mr. Gilge's death in 1937, after which she took up residence with her
daughter. ¶ Mrs. Gilge was an active member of the Lutheran church here and a charter member of the
Ladies Aid.
Obituary & Rusch ¶ Survivors are two sons, Julius and William, Rib Lake; two daughters, Mrs. Ed Kelnhofer (Ida), also of this
(cont)
Village, and Mrs. Daniel Conlon (Elsie) of Milwaukee. Also 14 grandchildren and 11 great-grandchildren.
Three children died in infancy, and one daughter, Mrs. Frieda Kobs, died in 1927. ¶ Out-of-town relatives
and friends attending the funeral were Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Conlon, Sr., and son, Roger, Mr. and Mrs.
Daniel Conlon, Jr., Herman Gilge, all of Milwaukee; Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Gilge and daughter, Janice,
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Gilge, Miss Milfred Gilge, all of Chicago; Mr. and Mrs. Hugo Gilge and children,
Betty and Dennis, of Phillips; Miss Faye Audrey Kelnhofer of Marshfield; Mr. and Mrs. George Klein of
Edgar; and Dr. C. Kelnhofer of Medford."
Businesses &
WORK STARTED ON BUILDING FOR DAIRY "Foundation work for a 40 x 80 quonset-type building
Agriculture
was started this week for the Rib Lake Dairy Company. The new building will be erected directly west and
at the rear of the company's present warehouse building. ¶ The quonset was purchased from Barney
Johnson's concern in Ashland, and who will be charge of erecting the building. ¶ The new building will be
used for the wrapping department of Rib Lake brand cheese, as the demand for that product has been greatly
increased since its introduction on the market, and additional space is needed. ¶ Art Gepsen, local manager
of the dairy plant, informed the Herald that the cheese wrapping department will commence operationing
two shifts as soon as labor is available. Practically all women labor is used in that department."
Entertainment & ADVERTISEMENT - ROLLER SKATING "Roller skating - Zondlo's Ballroom - 1 mile east of Rib Lake
Rib Lake on 102 - every Friday starting October 31 - 8:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. - good skates - good floor - good music.
Township
Admission 40 cents per person all evening."
Health
TRAVELING X-RAY BUS SLATED TO VISIT HERE "The Village of Rib Lake has been named to
receive a day's service of the State Health Department's traveling x-ray bus on Wednesday, Dec. 10, with
chest x-rays offered without charge to all residents over 12 years of age. ¶ Since 1909, tuberculosis has been
forced down from first place to ninth place among Wisconsin's leading death causes, according to Dr. A.S.
Horn, local health officer..."

In 2008, these springs flow into the CTH C west ditch. The
land is now owned by Craig Seidel. Much of the Rib River
remains prime trout habitat.

Tractors on farms in 1947 were still a novelty.

Camp Carter occuped the SE 1/4, Section 2, Town 33 North,
Range 2 East, just north of now Rustic Road 1.
The John Gilge farm was on the SW-NW 31-33-3E.

The quonset hut in 2008 still stands between Elm and State
Road in the southwest portion of the Village. It is now part of
the local recycling operation.

The roller skating would take place in a newly constructed
quonset hut.

10/31/1947

Law

THREE CASES DISPOSED OF IN CIRCUIT COURT "At the adjourned session of the September term of
circuit court being held at Medford this week, Frank Kulwiec, clerk of court, informed the Herald
Wednesday afternoon that three cases had been disposed of since Monday, and are as follows: ¶ State of
Wisconsin v. Lawrence Balcik, charged with adultery, a jury found the defendant not guilty. Louis J.
Charles, District Attorney, represented the state, Leicht and Curran, the defendant...."
11/7/1947
Spirit & Spirit Lake DAM FOR SPIRIT LAKE APPROVED AT MEETING "A group of Rib Lake citizens met Monday
evening at the Spirit Town Hall with the town board for the purpose of discussing a dam for Spirit Lake, that
the water levels may be raised to normal, and to draw up a resolution that will be presented to the county
board of Price County next week when they meet, for their approval. The dam would be situated in Price
County. ¶ The Spirit Town Board, and the majority of those at the meeting, approved the construction of a
dam. The costs of construction would be borne by the Town of Spirit, the Village of Rib Lake, and several
organizations. ¶ Representing the Village and Rib Lake Commercial Club at the meeting were Elmer Taylor,
President of the Village Board, and a member of the Commercial Club's promotional and advancement
committee, and Fred Niggemann, Trustee of the Village. ¶ The Rib Lake Fish & Game Association was
represented by A.F. Mitchell, President; John Schreiner, Secretary; Ed Thums, Treasurer; and Louis Daus,
Member.
11/7/1947 (cont) Spirit & Spirit Lake ¶ Conservation Wardens John Marcon and Alfred Bates of Medford were present and a number of property
(cont)
owners surrounding the lake. ¶ Spirit Board Members present were Arthur G. Johnson, Chairman; George
Oman and Roy Lind, Supervisors; and Herman Ernst, Treasurer."
11/14/1947
Businesses
MANUFACTURING STARTED AT TILE FACTORY WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON "The following
article was written and set into type Monday, but on Wednesday morning, C.W. Luse, a brother of Dr. C.
Luse, stockholder in the company, arrived here with his son, Duane, from Chicago, and the plant was put
into operation Wednesday morning. ¶ Manufacturing operations at the accoustical tile factory, Rib Lake's
new industry, will get started underway this weekend, Ed Stamm, a director of the "Absorb-A-Tone"
Company and plant superintendent, announced Monday. However, capacity production may not be reached
for another week, Stamm said. ¶ There are at present six machines set up in the concrete building, that will
be used for manufacturing the product; four machines for sawing and grooving the large sheets into smaller
squares. The latter machines will not be put into operation for at least a week, as the tile is required to set
and then be dried in kilns several days before handling and sending through the cutting machines. There are
six kilns for the purpose of drying the tile, and each kiln will hold a large number of manufactured sheets of
tile.
11/14/1947
Businesses (cont) ¶ Herman Jacob, Phil Pelkhofer and John Heisler, who have been employed at the plant, setting up the
(cont)
machines and doing other work, will continue to be employed as operators of the machine. ¶ Accoustical and
noise-correction tile will be manufactured here, and may be used in any type of building, but will generally
be found in office buildings, hospitals, restaurants, bowling alleys, auditoriums, swimming pools,
broadcasting stations, telephones and schools. ¶ The tile will be found in the interior of the Little Bohemia
building and is manufactured on the same machines, when they were located in the plant in Chicago. ¶ It
was over a year ago that negotations started by a group of local businessmen and Carl E. Mohs of Madison
for purchasing the machinery for removal here. ¶ Present officers and stockholders consist of Leon Olsen,
President; Carl Marschke, Vice President; Millard Kapitz, Secretary-Treasurer; Ray Voemastek, Executive
Secretary, and Ed Stamm and O.R. Thompson, directors; John Freeck, Harold Zielke, George Seidel, Elmer
Taylor, Vic Kohn, Harry Gustafson of Phillips and D.C. Luse, Chicago."
11/28/1947
Health
MOLLY WIEGEL PICTURED IN THE CRUSADER "Molly Wiegel, Rib Lake, is one of 4 patients
appearing on the cover of the November issue of the Crusader, the official publication of the Wisconsin
Anti-Tuberculosis Association. This issue honors the 40th anniversary of the Wisconsin State Sanitorium,
usually called Statesan. ¶ Miss Wiegel entered Statesan in June, 1943. ¶ The Statesan issue contains photos,
essays, drawings and poems by patients, that tell of sanitorium life."
11/28/1947
RLLC
ADVERTISEMENT "Wanted - sawyers for piece work. RLLC"
12/5/1947
Clubs/Orders
SCHLAIS ELECTED PRESIDENT OF COMMERCIAL CLUB "The Rib Lake Commercial Club, meeting
at Dodge's Café Tuesday evening, elected the following officers: President, Henry Schlais; Vice President,
Carl Marschke; Secretary-Treasurer, Earl Walker; Directors - Fred Niggemann and Aaron Freeck. ¶ Other
business transacted at the regular monthly meeting consisted of reports of the Boy Scouts, Christmas
decorations and lighting, and a party for the children, dam for Spirit Lake, and the shoe factory...¶ Retiring
President George Seidel thanked the members for the cooperation he has received during his term of office.
¶ J.J. Sibbald of Medford was introduced as a guest at the meeting."

This may have been the last adultery charge tried in Taylor
County. While the adultery criminal statute stayed on the
books until the 1980's, it was no longer prosecuted when I was
District Attorney in the 1970's.
Trying to objectively determine what was the "normal" height
of Spirit Lake proved to be problematic. Bear in mind that an
old logging dam had at one time artificially raised the lake
level. The Dept. of Natural Resources eventually legally
determined the allowable height of the lake. I recall that at
least one property owner objected to the increase in the water
level; that was Cy Claussen, who had his home on Big Spirit
Lake. A dam on Little Spirit would also set the water level for
Big Spirit Lake.

Nota bene: the accoustical tile in the Little Bohemia were
made in Rib Lake.

Some time ago the Herald carried the obituary of Molly's
father, who died of tuberculosis. At that time her age was
described as 16.

12/5/1947

12/5/1947

12/5/1947

Hunting & Rib SIX BUCKS WEIGHED FOR ASSOCIATION PRIZES "Members of the Rib Lake Fish & Game
Lake Fish & Game Association brought six bucks to the Rib Lake Roller Mill during the recent hunting season to be weighed
Assoc.
for prizes the association is giving for the largest and smallest legal deer. ¶ The largest deer was 187 pounds
killed by Earl Lehman and the smallest weighed 107 pounds and killed by "Dick" Mueller. Postmaster Earl
Bokath's buck weighed 166 pounds, Robert Daus 160, John Bucker, Jr. 148, and John Bucker, Sr. 123
pounds."
Businesses
NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC "We will cut and wrap, grind your meat and lard. Also smoke and cure your
meats. Reasonable prices charged, and you do not have to be a locker patron for these services. Bogumill
Locker Plant, Rib Lake, Wis."
Businesses & Rib ADVERTISEMENT "Bring your cattle, calves and hogs to William A. Gessert's barn every Wednesday.
The Gessert house was located on the southeast corner of
Lake - Village
Dairy cattle bought and sold at all times. Horses for sale. Signed W.A. Gessert."
Railroad and Second Streets in the Village. W.A. Gessert was
a long-time butcher in the Village. 50 feet east of the Gessert
home was a wooden structure, the barn. Bryan Marschke just
informed me that that was the location where he bought and
sold cattle.

12/12/1947

Fire & RLLC

FIRE AT SAWMILL CAUSES MINOR DAMAGE "A fire at the sawmill of the RLLC at 1:00 p.m.
Saturday caused minor damage to the machinery and equipment. ¶ The fire started while a crew of men was
making repairs to one of the carriages in the band mill and which required the use of a cutting torch. The
mill was not operating at the time of the fire. ¶ The local fire department responded immediately after the
whistle sounded at the mill. ¶ Additional repairs Monday morning were required to a large belt damaged in
the fire, and caused the mill to shut down until 1:00."

12/19/1947

Clubs/Orders

12/19/1947

Entertainment

12/19/1947
(cont)
12/26/1947

Entertainment
(cont)
Entertainment

12/26/1947

RLLC

LOSES AT DART BALL "The Men's Society of St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church was defeated here
Wednesday evening at dart ball by members of the Men's Society of Immanuel Evangelical Lutheran
Church, Medford, four games out of six played. The local society won the majority of games played at
Medford in October. Lunch was served after the games. ¶ The next scheduled games will be played at
Tomahawk in January."
CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTED; OTHER LIGHTS STRUNG "The large community Christmas tree
recently erected near the bank building, and a number of the smaller trees attached to lamp posts, have been
decorated with bright colored lights. Also a string of colored lights extends across [McComb Ave.] from the
bank building to Seidel Food Store, and two trees, one erected on each side of the Roll of Honor, and a
string of lights across the top, are now lighted at night. ¶ Rib Lake's Main Street is well decorated for the
holiday season, and if additional sockets and bulbs had been available, the light decorations would have
been more extensively used. ¶ However, it appears that some people don't enjoy having the Main Street
decorated or appreicate seeing the colored lights, for already [Village] Marshal Wessly Stiel reports a
number of bulbs having been removed from the Christmas trees and broken. Last year nearly all bulbs were
stolen before the decorations were taken down, and anyone found removing the lights should be reported.
¶ The Rib Lake Commercial Club and Village are to be credited with the Yuletide decorations, with Wessly
Stiel and Ray Brietzke doing the work of putting them up."
ESTIMATED 600 CHILDREN ENTERTAINED HERE SATURDAY "It has been estimated that nearly
600 children attended the free show at the Lake Theatre Saturday afternoon and received sacks of goodies
from Santa Claus after the show, when he visited in Rib Lake at the community Christmas tree near the bank
building. And Santa Claus did not forget those children confined to their homes in the Village with sickness.
He made a personal visit to them and delivered their goodies. ¶ The Rib Lake Commerical Club and Village
sponsored the show and Santa Claus's visit here."
ADVERTISEMENT - MEN WANTED "Sawyers at once. Apply at RLLC, Rib Lake, Wis."

1948

This is the first time I can recall that the mill building into
which the logs were first taken for sawing has been referred to
as the "band mill." The nomenclature makes sense; it was in
that building that the logs were run through one of two large
band saws. Big band saws were impressive; they were over
40 feet long and one foot wide.

The reference to Seidel Food Store is what is in 2008 Ed's
IGA Store, 821 McComb Ave. In 1947 Rib Lake did not have
a Chief of Police, rather, a Village Marshal.

Sawyers were the men that cut the trees down. Please bear in
mind that the RLLC is less than 3 months away from cutting
its last log and it is advertising for sawyers.

1/2/1948

Miscellaneous

1/2/1948

Entertainment

1/2/1948

J.J. Kennedy &
family

1/2/1948

Entertainment

WISCONSIN'S NEW SONG "A new Badger State 100th birthday song will take its place alongside rousing
"On Wisconsin" in 1948, when 3,175,000 Badgers celebrate a century of statehood. ¶ Richard Koebner,
Milwaukee Music Director and first oboeist with the Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra, has written the music
for Wisconsin's centennial song, aptly entitled "Wisconsin," which will have its premier at Madison on
January 5. ¶ "WISCONSIN" ¶ For stream and wood on every hand, ¶ for fish and fowl and game; ¶ As our
great country's dairyland, ¶ We hail Wisconsin's fame. ¶ For inland ports and lake resorts, ¶ for cities large
and small; ¶ in summer scenes and winter sports, ¶ Wisconsin leads them all. ¶ The queen of all the 48, ¶ the
one for you and me - ¶ we dearly love our Badger state - ¶ Wisconsin, hail to thee!"
RINK FOR CHILDREN BEING PREPARED "An area of approximately 60 x 100 feet of the high school
flats was cleared of snow Friday by Wessly Stiel and Ray Brietzke, village laborers, and flooded, in
preparation for a skating rink for the children of this community. ¶ The area has been flooded several times
since, and awaiting cold weather, will be flooded again, and possibly ready for skaters this weekend. ¶ The
flats make an ideal location for a rink and will undoubtedly be thronged with children when ready for use."
CHIMNEY FIRE AT KENNEDY HOME FRIDAY "The fire department answered a call to Anna Mae
Kennedy's home Friday at 4:10 p.m. to extinguish a chimney fire. No damage was reported."

LEANS UPSET FATS - LUMBERJACKS WIN "The preliminary cage game last evening at the high school
gym between the "fats" and the "leans" of this Village - all former star basketball players - was won by the
latter quintet by the small margin of 20-18. ¶ But have no doubts, the fats were real competition - as the final
score proves this statement - and it was only in the last minute of play (with the fats "winded") that the lanky
boys jumped into the lead and victory. ¶ The net throwers for the fats consisted of Frank Becker, Satch
Kapitz, Elmer Taylor, Dick Upjohn, Harold Zielke, Southwell Rosenfeldt and that former all-American, Pete
Fyalkowski. ¶ On the lean side of the lineup were Sumner Louis, Dick Mueller, Bud Freeck, Art Gepsen,
Barney Cihasky, William Berfield and Ed Martin. ¶ Following the preliminary, the Lumberjacks defeated
the Rib Lake college All-Stars by a score of 49-48. The Lumberjacks led throughout the game, but the AllStars kept edging forward toward the lead until the final whistle sounded. This was the second defeat for the
All-Stars at the hands of the Lumberjacks."
1/9/1948
Environment & Rib RIB LAKE PERCH ATTRACT LARGE CROWDS; 35,000 TRANSPLANTED "For the second
Lake - Village
consecutive year millions of perch crowded into the open waters where Cemetery Creek empties into Rib
Lake, a short distance from town, to again attract what appeared to be never-ending crowds of people. ¶
Perch ranging in size from 2 1/2" to that tempting size of 14" were the main attraction, but crappies, suckers,
shiners, and a small number of bass were also seen in the waters. ¶ Lack of oxygen in the lake is believed to
be the cause of the fish crowding into the fresh waters flowing into the lake at that spot. For the lake being
shallow, with only an average depth of about 4 feet, the supply of oxygen is quickly exhausted by heavy fish
populations when the incoming supply is low....¶ Biologists point out that sunshine penetrating the ice
creates a growth of millions of minute plants that release oxygen in the water. And again this year, after
several days of sunshine, the pressure was reduced, and the majority of the fish left the inlet.
1/9/1948 (cont) Environment & Rib ¶ Conservation Warden John Marcon of Medford reported that a number of men who could not resist the
Lake - Village
temptation of seeing the fish so easily available, resorted to the use of dip nets and were arrested. ¶ Sunday
(cont)
morning, John Schreiner, Randolph Wagner, Dick Mueller, George Erdman, Walter Wilgast and Jens
Nielsen assisted Warden Marcon in cutting a larger opening and moving the ice out of the area. Strong
wave action is known to help restore oxygen...¶ In the afternoon the above-named men were joined by Carl
Marschke, Wessley Stiel, Joe Kohn, Elmer Taylor, George Seidel, Louis Daus and Al Knop in transplating
about 30,000 of the perch to Little Rib and Long Lakes. The Village truck and a truck of the Gustafson
Lumber Company were donated and used for that purpose..."

Anna Mae Kennedy was a niece to J.J. Kennedy. She lived in
Rib Lake her entire life after receiving her pharmacist degree
from Marquette University. For further information on the
Kennedy families, consult Movers and Shakers: Cast of
Characters to Early Rib Lake History by RPR. Anna Mae's
house was the middle one between Third and Second on the
north side of Church Street.
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2/6/1948

RLLC & Forests

FUEL OIL SHORTAGE CRITICAL IN STATE: LOCAL USERS BURNING KEROSENE "The fuel
situation in Rib Lake is critical at the present time, according to Herman Batzer, local Standard Oil
distributor, who was contacted by the editor of the Herald Monday. Batzer said that he has no fuel oil on
hand, and the small supply of kerosene, he is distributing to users. ¶ He said that unless he receives a
shipment of fuel oil this week, he doubts that his present supply of kerosene will take care of the 148 users
of oil which he supplies. He has revealed the situation to the Green Bay office of Standard Oil Company,
with which he deals. ¶ His monthly allotments of fuel oil have not been met since cold weather, and only for
the fact that he had a large supply of kerosene in his tanks, has he been able to supply users with any oil for
burning purposes. ¶ It appears that local users will have to conserve their present supplies, and where
possible, reconvert to other fuel."
REPORTS ON ANDERSON RINK "The group in the Town of Hill, who have worked so hard and donated
all the things that make the skating rink at Anderson's Lake so nice, were very glad to see so many there last
Saturday night. ¶ A collection had been taken up during the week for wieners and cookies brought by the
group from Rib Lake, which were very much appreciated. ¶ The rink is a community affair, with everyone
doing whatever he can in cooperation with the others toward the upkeep. It has only been in operation a
short time, and those responsible deserve a lot of credit for what they have accomplished."
NIGGEMANN DAIRY STARTS PASTEURIZATION OF MILK "The Niggemann Dairy, located about 2
miles northwest of Rib Lake, recently completed an addition to their plant, with the construction of a modern
and sanitary washroom for milk and cream bottles; this week announces a large pasteurizing machine has
been installed, and their customers here are now receiving pasteurized milk. ¶ Their plant has been
modernized throughout and a new cooling system has also been added. The announcement will be found on
another page of this paper."
F.P. SCHAACK NAMED CASHIER OF LOCAL BANK "At the annual meeting of the stockholders of the
State Bank of Medford, held at the bank building last Thursday, F. [Franny] P. Schaack was again named
cashier of the Rib Lake station, and Miss Audrey Reistad as teller and bookkeeper. ¶ Directors and officers
of the bank are C.F. Fleming, President; C.F. Luepke, Vice President; V.A. Hirsch, Cashier; and W.H.
Koehler and Martin Miller."
RIB LAKE LEADS NORTHERN DIVISION "The Rib Lake Redmen invaded the Medford High School
gym last Friday night as decided underdogs against the high-scoring Medford 5, who in recent games had
humbled Dorchester and Colby by large scores; and when the final buzzer was sounded, had gained the
revenge they were seeking for an earlier defeat at the hands of Medford, when Schields scored on a free
throw after the regular game time was over. The final score stood at 33-18 and placed the Redmen at the
lead in the northern division of the 3-C conference."
MEETING FOR BANG'S PROGRAM DRAWS 120 "Carl R. Zoerb, County Agent, was a caller at the
Herald office Monday, and stated that the meeting that afternoon at Zondlo's Hall east of town, for farmers
of Rib Lake and Greenwood Township areas, on the new Bang's disease control program, was a success in
every respect. He said that one of the largest crowds to have attended these meetings in the county was
present. 120 interested farmers were accounted for in the hall..."
TILE COMPANY ELECTS AT ANNUAL MEETING "The annual meeting of the stockholders of the
"Absorb-A-Tone" Company, Inc., Rib Lake accoustical tile concern, was held in the offices of the Little
Bohemia Monday afternoon with the election of directors and officers. ¶ Leon Olsen, President, presided at
the meeting. ¶ Directors elected for the ensuing year by the stockholders were Carl Marschke, Ray
Voemastek, George Seidel, Ed Stamm and Millard Kapitz. ¶ The directors chose as their officers Carl
Marschke, President; Ed Stamm, Vice President, and Millard Kapitz, Secretary-Treasurer. ¶ Ed Stamm will
continue as superintendent of the plant, a position he has held since construction work of the factory
commenced. ¶ Other business consisted of the reading of the various reports and financial condition of the
company; also contemplated improvements that will be made. ¶ The tile company, with 14 stockholders, is
one of Rib Lake's new enterprises, and has already proved an asset to the Village in the short time of
operation."
LAST OF STANDING TIMBER BEING CUT "It is expected that the last of the remaining standing timber
in the woods of the RLLC, east of town, will be cut in about 2 weeks' time. However, that does not signify
that the sawmill here will close shortly after the last of the timber has been cut, for there are thousands of
logs either decked on skidways or in the woods, and the mill will continue to operate and produce lumber
from those logs for some time. ¶ This particular tract of timber, at one time one of the largest in the state, has
furnished logs for the local sawmill for nearly 50 years; and when depleted, will possibly be considered the
last big stand of virgin timber that was logged off in the state. ¶ The present owners of the RLLC have been
logging on it since 1936, and the United States Leather Company, and others, prior to that time. It is reported
that at one time as many as 20 camps were situated in the holdings."

The ad advertised "pure Guernsey milk and cream, phone 923, Rib Lake, Wis."

Unfortunately, the full names of the Rib Lake team were not
given, but here are the last names: Freiberg, Wulf, Louis,
Warner, Hess, Kettleson, Gilge, Grow, Kalk, Schopper,
Zuther.

THIS IS THE ANNOUNCEMENT THAT RIB LAKE LONG
ANTICIPATED AND DREADED - THE COMING OF THE
END OF THE GREAT RLLC. The tract of land being
referred to are four townships immediately east of the LincolnTaylor County line, in Town 31, 32, 33, and 34, 4 West. The
vast bulk of the land in these townships was owned by the
RLLC. Each township contained 36 square miles.
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Agriculture &
Businesses

INJURED IN WOODS OF LUMBER COMPANY "John Herrem, brakeman on the local lumber company's
logging train, received injuries to his left shoulder and back Tuesday noon while switching in the woods and
being struck by a log rolling off a car. He was taken to the Medford Hospital for a checkup on the extent of
his injuries. ¶ John Puptchk received a possible fracture to his right ankle Tuesday while engaged in wood
work at the lumber company's operations. He was taken to the hospital in Wausau."
TRAIN WRECK "Two carloads of logs, of the logging train returning here Tuesday afternoon from the
woods operations of the RLLC, jumped the tracks on the Heindl curve, about 2 miles east of town, turned
over and damaged both railroad ties and tracks for a considerable distance. The repairs were made
Wednesday morning before the train could return to camp."

I believe the site was located 1/4 mile east of CTH C. That
portion of the RLLC railroad grade is a snowmobile trail in
winter. The track had been first laid there in 1902 as part of a
projected Rib Lake-Tomahawk railroad line. An examination
of the 1938 aerial photograph of the site reveals that the
railroad had rebuilt the grade to make the turn radius less
sharp. You can view the aerial photograph by consulting the
CD on Rib Lake historical documents/photos.

HARLEY SAMUELSONS TO LEAVE HERE FOR MELLEN "Harley Samuelson, who had been
employed in the offices of the RLLC for the past 7 years, and a resident here with his family during that
length of time, has accepted a position with the Penokee Veneer Company at Mellen and will leave here
Monday to take over his new position. He will return here Friday to remove his household goods and
accompany his family to the new home in that city. ¶ Harley has been active in athletics during his residence
here and has served as secretary/treasurer of the Rib Lake Commercial Club."
TALBOTS TO OBSERVE GOLDEN WEDDING "Mr. and Mrs. Charles Talbot, early Rib Lake settlers,
who now reside at Talbot's Resort on Willow Lake, will observe their golden wedding anniversary Saturday
with a celebration at the resort….¶ Mr. Talbot, who will be 70 years old on the next birthday, was born at
Bad Axe, Michigan. He arrived in Rib Lake with his parents on July 4, 1886, nearly 62 years ago, and is
possibly Rib Lake's earliest resident living here today. ¶ Mrs. Talbot, who is one year her husband's junior,
was born in the Township of Deer Creek and settled here 52 years ago. She was married to Mr. Talbot at
Marshfield in 1898. ¶ Mr. and Mrs. Talbot resided here the majority of years of their married life, and in
1928, they purchased the land and started to construct their resort on Willow Lake. ¶ In the early days they
operated a boarding house, the lumber company store, and Mr. Talbot was employed in the sawmill. They
also constructed and owned several houses during their residence here. Harry, who now operates the resort,
and Velma (Mrs. W.C. Vullings), resides in Wausau. Both Mr. and Mrs. Talbot are very active and are
frequent callers to this Village."
MITCHELLS SELL HOTEL; WILL MOVE TO BERLIN "A deal was completed this week whereby Mr.
One of the children referred to is John Dolezalek, Jr., who
and Mrs. John D. Dolezalek of Westboro and formerly of Phillips, became owners of the National Hotel,
with his wife, Rachel, live in the Village to this day.
having purchased the property from Mr. and Mrs. Alphonse F. Mitchell, who have conducted the business
since November 1, 1945. ¶ Mr. and Mrs. Dolezalek plan a number of improvements to the property, after
which they will hold a grand opening. Mr. Dolezalek, an electrician, was employed by John Novak at
Westboro, and with his wife and two children, have taken up their residence in the hotel..."
KEROSENE SHORTAGE CRITICAL HERE; FUEL OIL EASED "County Fuel Coordinator Millard
Kapitz revealed this week that the shortage of kerosene in the county is critical at this time. In fact, he said
all dealers are completely out and that he had contacted a dealer from another county and was able to obtain
a small amount. ¶ There has been no kerosene in Rib Lake for some time and Herman Batzer, local
distributor, informed the Herald that he has been given assurance of receiving a transport within a few days.
¶ Many farmers depend entirely on kerosene for their lighting, and it has placed a hardship on them; for
without light, they are unable to enjoy their homes after darkness - and they are handicapped without light in
their barns to do their work..."

2/20/1948

RLLC & Camp 28 RIB LAKE BUSINESS PLACES TO CLOSE NEXT WEDNESDAY FOR WOODS OUTING "In
observation of cutting the last of the RLLC's standing timber east of town this week, the Rib Lake
Commercial Club and Village, in cooperation with the lumber company, will sponsor an outing for local
citizens at the company's holding near Camp 28 next Wednesday, February 25, and at which time the last
standing tree will be cut. The Herald was informed Monday that sawyers would fall the last tree this week
Wednesday, but that a large tree would be left standing for cutting the following Wednesday at the time of
the outing. ¶ Businessmen and their wives are expected to attend the outing, as all business places in the
village will be closed. Transportation will be furnished to and from the woods by the lumber company's
logging train, and the noon meal will be served at the camp. ¶ Those planning to attend the outing are
requested to make reservations in advance by contacting Elmer Taylor, Chairman; George Seidel or Art
Schultz, members of the Commercial Club's committee; and it is very important that the committee members
know in advance the number of people who plan to attend.
2/20/1948 (cont) RLLC & Camp 28 ¶ The company's train will depart from here, near the roundhouse, at 8:30 a.m., and it will arrive back in the
(cont)
Village on the return trip at 4:45 p.m. ¶ It is suggested that warm clothing be worn, as a large part of the day
will be spent in the woods, observing operations and taking of pictures. ¶ Although it will be a day for
observing the cutting of the last tree on the local lumber company's holdings, it will also be the depletion of
the great forest in this region - and, the end of the lumberjack era, which surely can be credited with having
brought many of the early settlers here, and the developing of this community started. ¶ Woods operations
will not be completed for at least another month. It will possibly be several months later before all
remaining logs have been transported over the company's railroad and into the local sawmill."
2/27/1948
RLLC
OVER 300 AT OUTING TO WATCH LAST TREE FALL "It has been estimated that over 300 people were
present to watch the last standing merchantible tree - a large pine - fall at 10:50 a.m. Wednesday in the
depleted timber holdings of the RLLC, east of the village. With the falling of the big pine came an end to
the logging era that had flourished here for more than 50 years, and the end to one of the state's last big
stands of saw timber. ¶ With the closing of business establishments in this Village, local citizens traveled by
car and were taken to the woods on the lumber company's logging train to watch the ceremonies; and there
was also a number of observers present from distant places. Representatives of the Wausau, Merrill and
Medford newspapers were there to take notes on the event. ¶ The last big tree was not cut by the usual
sawyers of the lumber company. Those who were there to watch it assisted with the work. There were also a
number of the old-timers present, who remembered the big tract, when thousands of big trees were standing.
2/27/1948 (cont)
RLLC (cont)
¶ A dinner consisting of roast beef and gravy, salmon, potatoes, baked beans, macaroni and cheese, pie and
coffee was served to those present at the last remaining camp, #28. ¶ Following the serving of dinner, woods
operations were observed, pictures taken and the large group boarded the company's train for the return trip
to Rib Lake, arriving here at 3:30 p.m."
2/27/1948
Obituary &
LAST RITES HELD FOR MRS. MARTHA HOLZL "Funeral services for Mrs. Martha Holzl, 68, an early
Greenwood
settler in the Town of Greenwood, were conducted Tuesday morning from St. Ann's Catholic Church by
Rev. Edward J. Charek, and burial made in the cemetery in that town. Her sudden death Friday was
attributed to a heart attack. ¶ Mrs. Holzl, who resided at her home with her son, Otto, was one of the
pioneers in the Town of Greenwood. She was well known in Rib Lake, having been a frequent caller into
this Village. ¶ Born in Germany, she arrived in this county with her parents at an early age. ¶ Her husband
having preceded her in death, she is survived by three sons, Otto, who lives at home; Andrew of Phillips;
and George of the Town of Greenwood; four daughters, Mrs. William Thums and Mrs. John Thums of the
Town; Mrs. Margaret Wysocki of Milwaukee, and Mrs. William Keating of Sacramento, California. Also
three sisters, Mrs. Joe Kranig, Park Falls; Mrs. Paulina Obowa, Fergus Falls, Minnesota; and Mrs. William
Benning, who resides in California; and one brother, Frank Gebauer, of Whittlesey."
3/5/1948
RLLC
LARGE NUMBER ASSISTED WITH CUTTING OF TREE "During the ceremonies held at Camp 28 of
the RLLC, east of town last Wednesday, Feb. 25, when the last merchantable tree on the company holdings
was cut, a number of local citizens and others took turns with either an axe or cross-cut saw in assisting with
the felling of the big pine. ¶ Under the supervision of Fred Schumann and Walt Esswein, company sawyers,
the following helped with the work: Harry Bodle, Spencer; Dio Walty, Greenwood; William Fischer,
Medford; Ole Peterson, Phillips; Emil Hinz, Walter B. Chilson and Arthur Taylor, Merrill. From this
Village, Charles Seidel, Conrad Niggemann, George Thums, Chester Curran, Henry Mathias, Elmer Taylor.
¶ John Mauch, Edwin Martin and Richard Upjohn, Vern Bokath, Millard Kapitz, Rev. Edward J. Charek,
Rev. Roman Schwieterman, Frank Becker, Louis Bednarek, Ed Synnott and Rudy J. Mueller. Mike
Schwartz and Carl Seidel then completed the job. The tree was sawed into logs by Nick Blennert and John
Schreiner.

You can see a narrated film of the cutting of the last tree by
obtaining a copy of the video "Rib Lake's Lumbering Era".

You may view photographs and extensive news clippings on
the last tree ceremony by consulting the CD on Rib Lake
History, Documents & Photos, available at the Rib Lake
Public Library.

Unfortunately, the marker at the stump of the "last tree" was
never erected. The last tree is pictured on the title page of this
volume.
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¶ Undoubtedly the owners of the land where the tree stood, Edwin Martin, William and Verl Bokath and L.
L. Arnold, who purchased 400 acres from the company several years ago for hunting territory, will place a
sign on the stump, calling visitors' attention to the fact that it was there that the last pine stood and which
brought over 300 people to witness its fall and the end of the logging era."

LAST RITES TODAY FOR ARTHUR J. LATTON, MEDFORD "Funeral services for Arthur J. Latton, 76,
Medford, pioneer, who died from a stroke, will be conducted this Thursday afternoon at 3:30 o'clock from
the Methodist Christ Church in Medford, with Rev. Henry J. Holverson officiating. ¶ Latton was born in
Sheboygan on May 24, 1872. He taught school in Taylor County for a number of years, served as
superintendent of schools, and was publisher of one of the weekly newspapers at the county seat in the early
years. At the time of his death he was serving the City of Medford as Justice of the Peace. ¶ Survivors are
his wife, a son and daughter."
History - 3/5/1948 LETTER TO THE EDITOR "Enclosed is an article by the Wisconsin Milwaukee Journal, special
correspondent, stating that a celebration of the fall of the last stand of pine was held. ¶ The first mill in Rib
Lake was built and running, the first day of October, 1881. Timber was supplied from two tracts of land Weyerhauser and Curtiss - extending northeast and little of the stand west. ¶ I know these statements to be a
fact, for I lived in Rib Lake from April 19, 1882, until Sept. 15, 1885, and can easily supply at least 28 or 30
names of the families who were there, and who helped to build the town that was started by J.J. Kennedy. ¶
50 years took a long time back, but to one who was there 67 years ago, it is not such a long time. ¶ 47 years
ago Rib Lake built and established an accredited high school, having outgrown the first built in 1882. I am a
sister of the late Mrs. Barbara Hagen, who was school clerk for 14 years. I am now 82 years old.
History - 3/5/1948 ¶ Following are some of the people I recall: J.J. Kennedy, owner and promoter of the RLLC; Angus
(cont)
Kennedy, William Kennedy, Angus McDonald, general camp man; Angus McDonald, known as Angus the
farmer; Augus McDonald, the blacksmith; Frank Johnson, tote teamster; Sam Hagen, Phillip Ferguson,
Andrew and Peter Clendenning, Duncal McLeman (sic), Will Young, Dave Bodle, Tom Thompson, Joe
Campbell, De Grot, Fred Fredricks, Ben Hoye, Tom Harding, Claussen, McDonald, Thomas and Getchel,
the banker. Sincerely, signed Mrs. E.E. Van Hecke, formerly Augusta Mae Lindsay."
Businesses
COFFEE CUP CHANGED HANDS LAST WEEK "The Coffee Cup, also known here as the Sweet Shop,
owned and operated by Mr. and Mrs. Ray Warner since last May when they moved here from Westboro,
was sold last week to Mr. and Mrs. Joe A. Daniels of Shelbyville, Illinois. The new owners took immediate
possession. ¶ It was due to the sudden illness of Mrs. Warner, and who is now confined in the Wisconsin
General Hospital at Madison, that Mr. Warner decided to dispose of the business.."
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I have attempted to enter into this annotated chronology every
published history of Rib Lake. It is entered under the topic
History followed by the date of publication. ¶ Other oldtimers claim the first log cut into lumber in Rib Lake occurred
in December, 1881.

The ad in the Herald indicates the Coffee Cup was open daily
from 6:30 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. - regular meals served - short
orders at all times. It occupied Lot 3, Block B, McComb's
Racing Park Addition.

NEW VILLAGE FIRE TRUCK NOW IN SERVICE HERE "Rib Lake's new fire truck and equipment
arrived in the Village, is ready for service, and now occupies the front stall in the fire station. The old truck
will be kept in service and used whenever necessary, Ed Martin, Chief, informed the Herald. ¶ The new
truck, with a completely enclosed panel body, carries considerable equipment and includes 1,050 feet of 2
1/2 inch hose, 300 feet of 1 1/2 inch hose, ladders, fire extinquishers, electric lanterns, axes and other tools.
The ladders, a 30-foot extension and a 14-foot roof ladder, are aluminum. ¶ The truck carries a 500-gallon
booster tank, and the stationary pump has a capacity from 500-700 gallons of water per minute. Nozzles on
the truck will throw either a straight stream of water or what is known as a fog stream. ¶ Chief Martin said
that with the arrival of warmer weather, the truck will be given trial runs, which will give the firemen an
opportunity to become acquainted with its working mechanism.
¶ The body was mounted on the International chassis by the Flower City Body Corporation of Minneapolis,
and it was their second custom-built panel job to be turned out. ¶ Chief Ed Martin and firemen William
Berfield, Donald Thielke, Elmer Taylor and Harold Zielke motored to Minneapolis Friday to receive
instructions on the new equipment, and the first three named drove and accompanied the truck to Rib Lake."
"The Rib Lake Commerical Club takes pleasure in inviting the farmers and members of their families to the
annual Farmers Institute at the Rib Lake High School Tuesday, March 16, starting at 11:00 a.m. Program:
11:00 - herd health, what the dairyman can do to maintain a healthy herd, Dr. J.H. Webb, Badger Breeders
Cooperative; 12:00 - free lunch, musical number; 1:15 - soil fertility, the basis of our farming - Professor A.
R. Alberts, College of Agriculture, Madison; 2:15 - getting the most from Taylor Co. crops, Russell
Johannes, superintendent, Branch Experiment Station, Marshfield; 2:45 - soil fertility and AAA - Ingman
Volstad, Chairman, County AAA; 3:00 - producing quality milk, C.R. Zoerb, County Agent; 3:30 awarding the door prizes. Plan now on spending next Tuesday, March 16, at the Rib Lake Farmers
Institute."
ADVERTISEMENT "For sale - horses and hay. Inquire at company barn, RLLC, Rib Lake, Wis."

This is a large ad published in the Herald. The 3/19/1948
edition of the Herald indicated that 300 attended the Farm
Institute.

The RLLC operated a huge horse barn on the northwest edge
of Tannery Pond.
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3/26/1948 (cont) History - 3/26/1948
(cont)

SPIRIT LEGION AND AUXILIARY TO GIVE PLAY "The Spirit American Legion Post 452 and
Auxiliary unit will present a 3-act comedy play, "Father Goes Domestic," at the Spirit Town Hall this
Saturday, March 20. ¶ Lavern Hoffman, Commander of the Post, said the play will provide laughs and
entertainment for the whole family, and that everyone is cordially invited to attend."
GRANTED CARRIER LICENSE "According to a report received from the Wisconsin Public Service
Commission, Andrew Zondlo, Group 1, was granted a contract motor carrier license February 27. His
license to operate as a carrier is for livestock from points within Price, Lincoln and Taylor Counties, and
from points within a 35-mile radius of Rib Lake to Abbotsford, and intrastate commerce for Oscar Meyer
and Sons, Madison."
EASTER CONCERT TO BE GIVEN TUESDAY "Under the direction of Mrs. Hattie Benjamin and
Margaret Pike, the music department of the Rib Lake High School will present an Easter concert in the
auditorium next Tuesday, March 23. Everyone is invited. Program: First band - "Beautiful Savior" and
"Panis Angelicus." ¶ Boys Glee Club - "Crusaders Hymn" and "Holy is the Lord." ¶ Mixed vocal quartet Betty Blomberg, Arlene Hengst, Gordon Johnson, Palmer Blomberg, "Christ the Lord is Risen Today" and
"Oh Morn of Beauty." ¶ Clarinet ensemble - Lester Magnuson, Donald Welch, Elaine Mihalka, Sandra
Nelson and Betty Scheuer - "Chorale from "Sleepers Awake," Bach. ¶ Girls quintet - Joann Synnott, Patricia
Zielke, Mildred McCumber, Gladys Nowak, Anna Mae Kohn - "Going Home" and "Lord, Grant us Peace."
BUSINESS PLACES WILL CLOSE THREE HOURS FRIDAY "Henry Schlais, President of the
Commercial Club, informed The Herald Monday that the hours of closing for business places tomorrow,
Good Friday, has been changed, and will be between 12:00 and 3:00 p.m. It was announced last week that
the stores would remain closed until 4:00 p.m., but as church services will be over at the earlier hour, Schlais
said the 3:00 reopening was considered for the convenience of farmers."
THE EARLY HISTORY OF RIB LAKE "This week the Herald begins republishing the early history of Rib
Lake as compiled in 1936 by Guy Wallace, pioneer, and published during that year. We will print the history
from week to week as space allows. ¶ By Guy Wallace. ¶ If, in trying to relate the history of our village
during the period of its infancy, in the old pinery days of the 80s and 90s, we may, perhaps, be mistaken in
some of our statements; we will be glad if some of the old timers will correct us. ¶ Sometime during the
summer of 1881, J.J. Kennedy, the founder of this village, had occasion to meet John Clifford at Stevens
Point. He left his home at Spencer, where he resided at that time, going by train on what was then known as
the Wisconsin Central Lumber Line. During the trip, he was approached by George Curtis of the Curtis &
Carpenter Lumber firm of Wausau.
¶ Knowing Kennedy was a big logger, he said "Hello, John, what's on your mind today?" J.J. told him he
was in on a deal to open up a lumber mill at what is now known as Prentice, with John Cliford. Curtis told
him he could make him a real proposition, as they were planning on putting a large mill in a big tract of pine
east of Chelsea, and if J.J. would go in there, the compnay would build the mill and he could saw their pine
out by the thousand and buy up pine for himself. ¶ The result was that J. J. took the next train back, and
Curtis, JJ. Kennedy, and A. J. Perkins started out from Medford on the old Wausau tote road, on horseback,
and landed on the shoes of Rib Lake, and after looking the job over, came to the agreement which resulted in
J.J. Kennedy starting the mill which he ran and afterwards bought for himself. ¶ The territory which is now
Rib Lake formerly belonged to Westboro. The first road was cut in from the railroad at Westboro and
followed a ravine south of Mike Olah’s farm, thence around the west side of what is now Kennedy Lake
(Muddy Rib) and
around the hill north of the old Talbot place. Part of this road was later turnpiked, and settlers at Rib Lake
traveled over this to vote at the town meetings at Westboro for a year or two. Later, a tote road was cut
through the timber past Little Rib and Black Lakes and came out north of Chelsea, about where STH 102
joins 13. ¶ Over this road was hauled the first boiler for the mill at Rib Lake by Charles Pinkerton. It was
what was called on open-flue-boiler. There were only three flues instead of 120 or more as we now have.
Most of the boilers and some machinery that was installed at that time bore the name of Gegroat Giddings &
Lewis. As proof of this, look at some of the covers of old boilers used today. They were built at Ashland,
Wis. ¶ About a year later, the Town of Rib Lake appeared on the map. Duncan McLennan was elected
chairman of the board, and Charles Seidel, Sr., and Claussen were the side board supervisors. Bill Laymen
was elected assessor, William Young was the treasurer and clerk.
¶ At this time the general idea was that the timber was inexhaustable, and it was predicted by many that
when the pine was all cut, the switches and tracks would be taken out and the town would revert back to a
wilderness. ¶ But later, Fayette Shaw put in a tannery at Rib Lake, also four others, at Medford,
Perkinstown, Phillips, and Mellen. The bark was peeled from the hemlock, and plenty of hemlock logs took
the place of the old pineries. Also hardwood timber came onto the market about this time. Some of us
remember the winter that it required 250 teams to haul the timber in, although we cannot recall the year. (to
be continued)

You may access this and other histories of Rib Lake on the
CDs of Rib Lake History: Documents and Photos. The
Central Wisconsin Library Consortium hopes to have that
material online in 2009.
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COAL SHORTAGE CUTS RAIL SERVICE, MAIL "Due to the government's 25% slash in coal burning
railway passenger service, which went into effect at 12:01 Monday, the schedule of mail service in and out
of Rib Lake has been curtailed, Verl Bokath, Postmaster, informed the Herald. ¶ The reduction in passenger
trains, caused by the coal strike of 400,000 miners, was ordered by the Office of Defense Transportation,
and trains 117 and 118 now operate on a turnaround basis between Spencer and Ashland. ¶ Train 118 now
leaves Ashland on Monday, Wednesday and Friday, and train 117 leaves Spencer on Tuesday, Thursday and
Saturday. ¶ Mail and parcel post from the south will be brought into Rib Lake from Chelsea only on
Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday mornings. Outgoing mail and parcel post, which is usually dispatched each
day, except Sunday, for Chelsea and the southbound passenger train, will leave on Monday, Wednesday and
Friday evenings.
¶ First class mail will be carried on the Star Route, which operates between Glidden and Spencer every day
but Sunday. And only first class mail will be dispatched from the local post office for the Star Route. That
mail leaves Rib Lake at 7:45 a.m. No mail is dispatched for the Star Route in the afternoon. ¶ Postmaster
Bokath advises that perishable parcel post packages should be sent only on the days mail is dispatched for
the trains. ¶ Consequently, the reduction in passenger train traffic has made it necessary for the Soo Line to
discontinue train 118 on Saturday and Sunday nights, and train 117 on Sunday mornings. Train 118 travels
from Ashland to Spencer and 117 from Spencer to Ashland."
EARLY HISTORY OF THE VILLAGE OF RIB LAKE BY GUY WALLACE "This is the second of a
series of articles written by Guy Wallace about the early history of Rib Lake: ¶ When attempting to write the
history of the new town, the first suggestion, naturally, would be the first of "this and that" of any occupation
or job. In line with this, we will state that the first man killed in Rib Lake was A. West, by a cedar block
dropped from the log side by Frank Noland...¶ ... Many may wonder why, after a fully equipped sawmill
with a circular saw and a band mill were installed, the product of that mill were not transported over a
railroad for two years, only a distance of 5 1/3 miles from the main line. To make a long story short, Russell
N. Parks, Railroad Surveyors, ran a random and correction line and determined where the branch line was to
run. Variations less than 4-100, but upon building the road, found they couldn't bridge Wellington Lake.
There was no bottom, and the railroad company gave up after several attempts to run trains and started a
new survey over the hills along the line of the original tote road via Rib Lake and Black Lake.
After the survey was completed, it was declared not feasible on account of the amount of dirt to be removed
in the hills with crude equipment. ¶ The government wanted to have the territory settled, and sent E. Van
Giesen, government engineer, and with government equipment for sounding rivers and harbors, who found
bottom through water and mud at a depth of 90 feet in the center, for a 60-foot span tapering to zero at each
shore of Wellington Lake. The railroad was then finished in 1883 on the original survey and another band
mill was added. ¶ Somewhere in about the year 1897, J.J. Kennedy conceived the idea that railroad logging
would pay, and the first attempt was made towards that end northwest of the village, west of Kennedy Lake
(Muddy Rib), toward Westboro. Dan Kennedy was put in charge. Log cars were built and a locomotive was
obtained from the Wisconsin Central Railroad for the job. The result was about the same as all new methods
that are tried out. The road was built among the hills, where there were many spring holes, and the tracks
could not be maintained. The locomotive (Nancy Hanks) was a small one, with very large drivers, probably
built for speed and said to have been
formerly used to haul a pay car. So much trouble developed that the project had to be abandoned. ¶ Later, a
railroad was built towards Wood Lake and Spirit Falls. "3-Spot," a freight locomotive, was bought, and
experienced men maintained the road bed and built the many branches and proved this to be the cheapest
method; it is still in operation. ¶ To be continued."
233 VOTES CAST: CURRAN, DODGE AND RADTKE ELECTED TRUSTEES; STASSEN
DELEGATES TAKE COUNTY "In the election held here Tuesday, 233 voters cast their ballots and were
registered. Although that vote was 196 below the number casting their ballots in the spring elections last
year, it was considered a large vote for this village in an "off" election year. There were only two candidates,
Herbert Curran and Charles Dodge, seeking the offices of trustee, and the only names on the village ballot....
¶ STASSEN TAKES COUNTY ¶ Both the delegates-at-large and district delegates pledged to Stassen of
Minnesota, carried Taylor County. McArthur delegates had the second largest vote, and Dewey delegates
third."

This entire article and the other in its series may be accessed
on the CDs of Rib Lake History, Documents & Photos,
available at the Rib Lake Public Library.

Minnesota Governor Harold E. Stassen was running for
president in the Republican primary. His opposition included
General of the Army Douglas McArthur. Also running was
Thomas Dewey. In the general election which eventually
followed, President Truman beat Dewey, which gave rise to a
fascinating photograph of the beaming re-elected President
holding a copy of a newspaper which read "Dewey Beats
Truman."

4/9/1948

4/9/1948

4/9/1948

4/16/1948

4/16/1948

4/16/1948

Schools & Politics OFFICIAL STATE TREE TO BE NAMED SATURDAY "Wisconsin is about to have an official state tree,
& Forests
and hundreds of thousands of school children have cast their ballots to decide which tree shall stand as
favorite of the forest kingdom. ¶ Selection of an official Wisconsin state tree is being carried on as part of
the state's Centennial Observance, and the winning species will be announced on Arbor Day, Saturday, April
10. ¶ The committee in charge points out that the vote of the children will be highly important, as their
selection will undoubtedly remain permanently as the tree of Wisconsin through legislative approval. In
years past, youngsters made two similar important decisions; they voted the robin Wisconsin's state bird and
the violet the state flower."
Obituary
ROBERT FISCHER BURIED AT CHELSEA "Robert Fischer, 83, died Friday in a Minneapolis Hospital
after an illness of two months, was buried Tuesday afternoon in the Chelsea cemetery. Interment was made
beside his wife, who died 25 years ago. ¶ A former resident of the Town of Westboro, having resided on a
farm northwest of here, Mr. Fischer moved to the city about 20 years ago. He was known to many of the old
timers of this village..."
Rib Lake Fish & LARGE ATTENDANCE AT FISH & GAME MEET "It has been reported that 53 persons were in
Game Assoc.
attendance at the regular monthly meeting of the Rib Lake Fish & Game Association held at the Lakeside
last Thursday. ¶ Warden John Marcon and Dr. F.J. Martin of Medford were present and discussed the
rebuilding of the Miller Dam on the Yellow River, southwest of Perkinstown. ¶ Louis Daus and Richard
Miller were appointed as a committee to contact owners of the land, and the mill pond, north of the tile
factory, for permission to use the pond for rearing of walleye pike. ¶ There was discussion on the proposed
Spirit Lake Dam, and members are of the opinion that this project will be realized in the near future. ¶ Louis
Daus announced that through the Association he would sponsor a fishing contest during the coming season
for the largest brook and brown trout, northern pike, muskellunge, walleye pike and crappie. His place of
business, the Owl Service Station, will be the official station for checking the fish..."
Clubs/Orders & NEW MEMBERS ADMITTED INTO COMMERCIAL CLUB "Meeting at Dodge's Café last week, the Rib
RLLC
Lake Commercial Club admitted Marvin Tauber, J.A. Daniels and John Dolezalek as members. ¶ Bernard
Cihasky, Chairman of the Baseball Committee, reported that new equipment had been ordered for the club.
Also that Zondlo brothers had been contacted for a piece of land suitable for a baseball field and had
consented to prepare the land southwest of their ballroom for that purpose. ¶ Mike Schmidt and John
Eckhoff were appointed by the president to check on the bathing beach equipment and facilities at South
Harper Lake, preparatory to the swimming season. ¶ Movies of the cutting of the last pine on the local
lumber company's land some time ago, as taken by Carl Marschke, Elmer Taylor and Ray Voemastek, were
shown after adjournment of the meeting."
Physicians
DOCTOR CARSTENS TO OPEN OFFICE NEXT WEEK "Dr. and Mrs. E.H. Carstens, who spent the
weekend here and at their summer home on Spirit Lake, returned to Palatine, Illinois, but informed the
Herald that he expects to return here next week to open his offices and take up residence in our village with
Mrs. Carstens."

The youngsters chose the sugar maple. In later years the
legislature added other officials to the list, including the
official state dirt, Antigo silt loam.

J.J. Kennedy & EARLY HISTORY OF THE VILLAGE OF RIB LAKE "This is the third of a series of articles written by
family & RLLC & Guy Wallace. ¶ J.J. Kennedy was the first owner and general manager of the mill here before it went into the
History - 4/16/1948 hands of the RLLC of Delaware. Other companies that had interest in the mill were notably Osburn Lumber
Company, the late Senator Filates Sawyer of Wisconsin and Ed Walker of Columbus, Wis., first said to have
interest here. ¶ General managers [of the RLLC] were: J.J. Kennedy, Jim Wright, William Pringel, Fred
Shaw, Thomas Begley, Mr. Rousseau, George N. Harder, Sam Williams, J.F. Sisley, F.W. Warrington and
Frank Handeyside. ¶ The woods superintendents [for the RLLC] were: Angus (Big Mac) McDonald, Dan
Kennedy, Angus Kennedy, Ed Maxie, Chris Richeleu, Hugh McMillan, Walter Patrick, Jim Peterson and Ed
Synnott. ¶ There have been three large mills on the site of the present one. The first mill was built in 1881
and the second about a year later. This mill was destroyed by fire and was rebuilt in about 1915. There were
three small sawmills owned by Frank Hintz, John Mathe, Stephen Konz, Marcus and Miller, O.A. Peterson
and Vic Gustafson.

I have abbreviated the article here. For the full article, consult
the CDs of Rib Lake History, Documents & Photos, available
at the Rib Lake Public Library. ¶ While this is a masterful,
brief history of the village, Guy Wallace did fail to mention
the fact that the J.J. Kennedy sawmill also burned down and
was rebuilt in 1897.

Dr. Carstens, in an advertisement published in the Herald on
April 16, made a lengthy and thoughtful statement, portions of
which I will quote here: "Preparations are now going forth as
speedily as possible, and it is just a matter of days before I
expect to open the office. I am sure the citizens of Rib Lake
and the surrounding country will cooperate with me under the
emergency, as we all know that there is a doctor shortage and
many communities are without a doctor, and it is indeed
comforting to feel that you live where you will have medical,
police and fire protection, which three services are so essential
to the inhabitants."

4/16/1948 (cont)
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George F. Braun, Jr. and Cy Claussen also owned a small mill. Hintz's mill burned in 1901, and John
Mathe's burned in July, 1907. ¶ Several years ago, Vic Gustafson built the present fiber mill. ¶ A pickle
factory was built and operated by an outside concern for two years and then discontinued...¶ The Shaw
tannery was built in 1891 by Herbert Drake and at one time was turning out 1,050 of finished sole leather
per day. The tannery buildings were as follows: powerhouse and auxiliaries, pan house for the manufacture
of tanning liquor, yard, scrub room, boil house and beam house, under one roof; bark mill, and a roll house
built on the east hill. Later, this was used as a store house, and a new roll house was built north of the boiler
room. The original boiler room was torn down and a concrete boiler plant was built in its place, the walls of
which still are standing. Immediately south of this was the leach house, which burned May 16, 1900, and
was rebuilt.
4/16/1948 (cont)
J.J. Kennedy & ¶ The tannery barn was built along what is now STH 102 [in 2008 this is Fayette Ave] on the north side.
family & RLLC & South of the highway was a blacksmith shop and woodworking shed. [This location is today known as the
History - 4/16/1948 flats - it is on the south side of modern Fayette Ave.] All of these buildings are gone except the pan house,
(cont)
now used as a store house. ¶ Fayette Shaw went out of business in about 1901, and the tannery went under
the name of the Union Tanning Company and was finally owned by the U.S. Leather Company. ¶ General
superintendents under Shaw were: Mike Winters, Haden, Richards, Walch, P.L. Peterson (promoted from
sweat house boss), E.C. Getchel, John Kennedy, Ziegler, O. Olson, J. Hannifen, McCullough, J. Steffeck.
Woods superintendents [for the tannery] were: Moose Meredith, Dan Kennedy and Walter Patrick. (to be
continued)"
4/23/1948
RLLC & Camp 28 MILL EMPLOYMENT TERMINATED FOR 25 "With the shutting down of one of the band saws [one side
of the mill] of the RLLC's sawmill here Tuesday afternoon, about 25 employees were notified not to report
back to work Wednesday morning. This layoff will be permanent insofar as the local company is concerned.
¶ The closing down of one side of the mill had been anticipated for some time, and as an official of the
company informed this writer, it was done for economical reasons only. The company has an estimated cut
of about 6 weeks for the one side operating. ¶ The men whose employment was terminated will receive their
vacation pay and will be eligible for unemployment compensation."

4/23/1948
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COUNTY TRUNK C TO BE IMPROVED "Governor Rennebohn has approved a contract between the
State Highway Commission and Taylor County in the amount of $11,298.45, covering the grading, draining
and gravel surfacing of a portion of CTH C in Taylor County. The project begins about 1 mile east of the
Village of Rib Lake and extends in a southerly direction 3.039 miles. ¶ The present highway is inadequately
drained and surfaced. The work contemplates the installation of culverts to provide adequate cross drainage
and the placing of a low-type surface drainage. ¶ W.C. Miller, Taylor County Highway Commissioner,
informed the Herald Wednesday that the work would get underway after the road had dried thoroughly. He
said that the grading and other work would possibly be accomplished in a couple of weeks, but after the
grading was completed, the road would be left to settle and dry before applying new gravel."

SCHMIDT'S HARPER LAKE RESORT OPENS SATURDAY "As announced on another page of this
paper, Mike Schmidt's Harper Lake Resort, northeast (sic) of this Village, will open Saturday under the
management of Mr. and Mrs. Erwin Stelling, local residents. ¶ Mr. and Mrs. Stelling, who will operate the
tavern and lunch room this season, are well known here and will serve refreshments and specialize in meals
and lunches. They plan to hold a grand opening at an early date."
History - 4/23/1948 EARLY HISTORY OF VILLAGE OF RIB LAKE "This is another chapter in the history of the Village of
Rib Lake written by Guy Wallace during the year 1936: ¶ We find Rib Lake divided into two sections Kennedy Town and Shaw Town, with an open space of about 5 acres in between. This [open space] was
purchased by A.C. McComb, and a partnership was formed with B.J. Landaal. The village was booming
about that time, 1896, and the project was to plat the property and sell building lots. ¶ They built an opera
house where the bank now stands. The lots and streets were surveyed, and they built sidewalks of plank on
all of the streets and probably made quite a piece of money, as they soon sold out and left for other parts...¶
The Catholic Church was built by E.H. Hahn in 1894 - Rev. Fr. Schwoch; and the Lutheran Church was
erected facing the south in 1899, Rev. Sydow being the first pastor. Later the [Lutheran] church was turned
around to face the north, making a wonderful improvement.

The RLLC's mill had two huge band saws for primary sawing.
As logs entered the mill, they would be shunted to either one
of two huge band saws. This article indicates that one of those
band saws was now permanently shut down. ¶ The Herald has
not made any mention regarding what is going on at Camp 28,
the sole operating camp of the RLLC. We know that the last
log ceremony took place at Camp 28 on Feb. 25. Whether or
not the camp operated following that date is unknown. For the
past several weeks the RLLC has been running an ad in the
Herald which read: "For sale - logging equipment of every
description. May be seen at Rib Lake. Inquire of RLLC."

Please note that the improvements to Highway C did not
include asphalting. The portion of Highway C would not be
asphalted until about 1956. I clearly remember the good-old
days of navigating Highway C. My father, who was a truck
driver, would bring the family north from our Milwaukee
home to spend a vacation with his sister and family, Mr. and
Mrs. Julius and Martha Gilge. Despite my father's skilled
driving ability, CTH C was almost impassable during spring
break-up.
The Harper Lake Resort was on the easternmost arm of North
Harper Lake.

The entire copy of this chapter of the history plus the others
may be accessed on the CD of Rib Lake History, Documents
& Photos, available at the Rib Lake Public Library.

4/23/1948 (cont) History - 4/23/1948 ¶ Among the organizations, the first was a good Templars; Jack Kollman was the first Chief Templar, and he
(cont)
was a good one, until he later fell from grace. Then followed the Macabees, Modern Woodmen, Beavers,
Twentieth Century Club, Odd Fellows, Masons and Boy Scouts. ¶ The first baseball team was organized in
1886; John Larson was the manager and Charles Pinkerton acted as catcher and captain. ¶ Rib Lake's first
railroad station was a very small box car where the present depot now stands...."
4/30/1948
People
NEWLYWEDS NOW HONEYMOONING IN INDIANA "Honeymooning in southern Wisconsin and
Indiana this week are Mr. and Mrs. Vernon Bruegl, whose marriage was solemnized Saturday morning at
10:00 at St. John the Baptist Catholic Church with the Rev. Gerome Larson of Nahma, Michigan, an uncle
of the bride, officiating, at the high mass rites. Songs were sung by members of the senior choir. ¶ The
bride, Kathryn Daus, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Louis Daus, is well known here and was employed until
recently at Olsen's Hardware. She was seen in a white gown with skirt of nylon and bodice of slipper satin,
and the neckline was trimmed with seed pearls. Her trailing veil was white, and she carried a bouquet of
white roses..."
4/30/1948
RLLC
"The RLLC, for many years owned by the U.S. Leather Company, was sold during the week ending
February 1, 1936. ¶ The new owners of the RLLC are: A.P. Woodson, Wausau; J.D. Mylrea of Rhinelander;
Frank Handeyside of Rib Lake; and R.G. Brownell, Williamsport, Pennsylvania. ¶ The present personnel in
this office is as follows: ¶ J.D. Mylrea, Vice President and acting Director. ¶ Frank Handeyside, General
Manager and Treasurer. ¶ C.E. Brong, Assistant Secretary, Assistant Sales Manager and Assistant Treasurer.
¶ C.C. Lord, Chief Accountant. ¶ Earl Edens, Purchasing Agent and Assistant Bookkeeper. ¶ Mrs. Elsa Juse,
Secretary to Mr. Handeyside. ¶ Miss Bertha Zielke, Sales Ledger Clerk. ¶ Miss Sue Baker, Stenographer and
Auxiliary Ledger Clerk. ¶ Miss Inez Berfield, Stenographer and Telephone Operator. ¶ Miss Olive Graper,
Stenographer. ¶ Tracy Berfield, Mill Superintendent. ¶ William Lemke, Shipper. ¶ Emil Larson, Planing
Mill Foreman. ¶ Ed Synnott, Woods Superintendent."
5/7/1948
County Forest & 15,000 NORWAY PINE SEEDLINGS BEING PLANTED "A crew of 10 men started work Monday
Forests
planting 15,000 Norway pine seedlings on county forest lands, 7 miles northeast of Rib Lake near the Wood
Lake fire lane. John Beale of Park Falls, District Forester of the Wisconsin Conservation Department, is in
charge of the work, as technical consultant, and Carl Meier of Ogema, as foreman of the crew of men. ¶ The
work will take about 10 days. The project is being accomplished under the county reforestration program as
outlined by the State Forest Crop Law, whereby the county receives 10 cents per acre for entering delinquent
forest crop lands. ¶ C.R. Zoerb, County Agent and Forest Administrator, said that 100,000 seedlings had
been ordered from the state tree farm, but due to a shortage, only 15,000 had been received. ¶ The county
forestry committee consists of Max Zuther, Town of Rib Lake; Joe Larson of Deer Creek; and Russell
Welch, Town of Aurora."
5/7/1948
Spirit Lake
CUB BEAR ATTRACTS VISITORS AT MAPLE KNOLL "Mrs. Emma Peters, owner of Maple Knoll
Tavern and Resort northeast of this village, reports that she has received a cub bear as a gift and that the cub
is now one of the main attractions for visitors to her place of business."

5/14/1948

Obituary

LAST RITES HELD FOR MRS. RAY WARNER "Funeral services for Mrs. Ray Warner, 51, who died at
the Medford Hospital Saturday after an illness of several months, were conducted from the Presbyterian
Church in Jump River by the Rev. Henry J. Holverson and burial made in Mount Nebo Cemetery in that
town. The body lay in state at the Hartwig and Ruesch Funeral Home at Medford. ¶ Pallbearers, all nephews
of Mrs. Warner, were Duane, Rodney, Ronald, Warren, Fay and Harvey Warner. ¶ Mrs. Warner was born
July 29, 1896, at Greenwood, Wisconsin. She was married to Mr. Warner at Stanley on August 9, 1916.
They resided on a farm at Jump River for a number of years, and for several years operated a Red and White
store at Westboro. It was a year ago last month that Mrs. Warner came to Rib Lake with her husband and
they purchased the Sweet Shop, which they renamed the Coffee Cup. She assisted her husband in that
business until forced to retire due to her health, and they disposed of the business..."

This was included in the final chapter of the history of Rib
Lake written by Guy Wallace in the year 1936.

What was Maple Knoll Tavern is now Mohr's Tavern on the
northeast tip of Little Spirit Lake. An ad for Maple Knoll
advertised a dance for May 8: "Music by the Jolly
Lumberjacks and Pat Kapings. Free lunch after 11:00 p.m.
Everyone invited. Sandwiches at all times, picnic grounds and
boats."

An ad for the Coffee Cup in the Herald provided: "Ice cream,
get your ice cream at the Coffee Cup in any amount. Readypacked or hand-packed. Many flavors. We make our own.
Short orders and regular meals."

5/21/1948
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6/4/1948
6/11/1948

CENTENNIAL COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES FOR RIB LAKE SENIORS NEXT TUESDAY
"Centennial commencement exercises for the 41 members of the 1948 graduating class of Rib Lake High
School will be held in the auditorium next Tuesday evening, May 25, at 8:00 p.m. ¶ The commencement
address will be given by G.W. Bannerman, president of the Wisconsin Educational Assocation and
Superintendent of Wausau Public Schools. ¶ Baccalaureate services will be held in the auditorium Sunday
evening at 8:00 with the Rev. Frederick A. Stock giving the invocation. Mildred McCumber, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Donald McCumber of the Town of Spirit, is valedictorian, and Lorraine Andreae, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Andreae, Town of Spirit, is salutatorian. ¶ Following is the senior class roll: Harold
P. Anderson, Lorraine Andreae, George J. Buksa, Loren W. Bullis, John J. Dums, Donna May Frank, Robert
L. Frazier, Duane W. Freiberg, Gladys L. Gacek, Walter R. Gilge, Clayton J. Grow, Vernon F. Hanke,
Gordon R. Johnson, Foster Kalk, William Kauer, John R. Kettleson, Charles Knezinek, Rose A. Kosek,
Aileen J. Magnuson, Peter Matyka, Daniel McCluskey, Robert
McCluskey, Mildred McCumber, Irene J. Melaski, Floyd H. Nelson, Gordon Nordgren, Gladys H. Nowak,
Harold G. Peterson, Arves G. Radtke, Irene Reinhardt, Adam E. Rezutek, Elmer A. Schreiner, Grace A.
Schreiner, Teresa E. Schreiner, Donna M. Schultz, John A. Siroin, Elsie E. Swan, George R. Swanson,
Clarence Theime, Dennis E. Wolf, Patricia L. Zielke."
LUMBER COMPANY STORE CLOSING OUT MERCHANDISE "In a closing-out sale that starts
A full page ad in the Herald announces the closing-out sale of
tomorrow, the RLLC store offers their entire stocks of merchandise to the public at reduced prices. Their
the RLLC store: "Due to the fact that the RLLC will cease its
advertisement will be found on another page of this paper."
operations in the Village of Rib Lake, we will dispose of our
entire stock in one gigantic clearance sale. Listed here are a
few items priced to clear our stocks and save you money.
Every item in our store will be reduced to the lowest possible
level, and on account of the terrific reductions in price, all
sales must be considered final." ¶ There then followed a long
list of clothing, including shirts, jackets, snowsuits, gloves,
followed by a list of "grocery specials." ¶ The store stood on
Lot 1, Block A, McComb's Racing Park Addition.

RLLC & Railroads LAST TRAIN OF LOGS TO ARRIVE TODAY "The last train of logs from the woods of the RLLC, east of
- RLLC
town, will arrive in Rib Lake today over the company's tracks that have carried thousands of loads in the
past. Chester Curran, engineer; Randolph Wagner, fireman; and John Herrem, brakeman, who have been
employed on the railroad for many years, will deliver the last train load to the sawmill. ¶ Since the cutting of
the last pine on the company's holdings February 25, when some 300 persons gathered at Camp 28 to
witness the felling of the last tree, a small crew of men have been employed, loading the remaining logs onto
flat cars. ¶ R.J. Mueller, resident manager of the company, informed the Herald this week that there are a
sufficient number of logs on cars to operate the mill until about the middle of next week. It is expected that
the last log will be put through the band sawmill Wednesday. ¶ Consequently, that will cease sawing
operations in this village, which was started in 1881, after the erection of the first mill by J.J. Kennedy. ¶
The local company will continue to employ a number of men for some time in loading lumber from the
yards, pulling of the railroad tracks and other work."
War - Soldiers & REMAINS OF RETURNED VET BURIED AT SPIRIT "The remains of Allen Peterson, a veteran of
Spirit
WWII, who died in Europe, were returned to his home in the Town of Knox Saturday and burial made in the
Spirit cemetery. The Taylor Funeral Home had charge of the body."
Utilities & Rib
ASKS FOR BIDS FOR CONSTRUCTING SEWAGE AND WATER TREATING PLANTS "According to
Lake - Village
an advertisement on another page of this paper, the Village of Rib Lake was asking for sealed bids for the
construction of a complete sewage treatment plant and a water treatment plant for this village..."
RLLC
MILL TO CLOSE TODAY "The sawmill of the RLLC will cease operations today, we have been
informed."
Fire & RLLC
FIRE CALL "The fire that broke out Friday afternoon in the pile of hog feed and chips east of Herman
Smith's blacksmith shop, called out the fire department. The land, which is owned by the RLLC, is used as a
dump for discarded articles of the company and it is thought that combustion started the fire. No damage
resulted, but the fire required considerable water to extinguish."

This train load was the end of the railroad logging epoch in
Wisconsin. This was the last train hauling logs for sawing in
Wisconsin on a private railroad directly from the site of felling
to the lumber mill. While the H.C. Christianson Mill outlasted
the RLLC, it had ceased railroad transport of logs to its mill at
Phelps, Wisconsin, in the 1930's. ¶ For 67 years [1881-1948]
the RLLC and its predecessors ran its mills on the shores of
Rib Lake. That is another record of Wisconsin sawmill
longevity.

In 2008, this is the site of the Ice Age Park and Pavilion.

6/11/1948
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SMALL GROUP WITNESS SAWING OF LAST LOG "Company officials and a number of other persons
were at the sawmill last Thursday [June 3, 1948] at 11:45 a.m. to take pictures and view the sawing
operations of the last log to be put through the band saw of the RLLC. And following the shutting down of
the mill, lunch and refreshments, furnished by the company, were available to the employees. ¶ The last log
sawed was one of the four that were cut from the last big pine on the company's holdings on February 25,
and which marked the end of woods operations for the RLLC east of this village. ¶ Albert Prahl, one of the
head sawyers of the mill, who had sawed the first log after the rebuilding of the mill following the fire in
1915 (sic), controlled the mechanism for the carriage to saw the last log. On the carriage was William Gilge
as setter and Pete Carstens as rider, both longtime employees in their respective jobs.
RLLC &
¶ Jim Downs, who had been an employee in the sawmill for 47 years and ranks as the oldest in that respect,
Businesses (cont) scaled the last log. ¶ Jim, who is 71 years old, started working in the sawmill in 1901 and he estimates that
he has scaled and graded more than 2 billion feet. He informed the Herald that he had been looking forward
to the last day, so he would be scaling the last log and could retire. ¶ At the present time the company has a
small crew of men employed in loading out lumber and doing other work. ¶ COMPANY CLOSES STORE
"The RLLC store here closed Saturday night [June 5, 1948]. The store has been operated the same number
of years as that of the sawmill. "
RLLC
COMPANY BARN BEING WRECKED "Martin Johnson, who recently purchased the RLLC's horse barn
and surrounding land on the north part of the village this week, started to wreck the building and will
salvage the lumber."

6/18/1948
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6/25/1948

Schools

WATER-SEWER CONNECTIONS BEING MADE TO HOMES "Frank Swatschenko of Menasha,
contractor on the water and sewer project, arrived last week in company with Harvey Retzock of Otmo, who
will complete the work of digging and connecting homes to the mains. ¶ Mr. Retzock, who has a
subcontract from the Swatschenko Company, will start work Monday with a small power shovel and a crew
of men. It is expected the work will be completed in about 30 days. ¶ While here, Mr. Swatschenko will put
in an overflow pipeline leading from the site where the disposal plant will be built by Rib River."
COUNTY CLERK RUESCH WILL SEEK RE-ELECTION "Harold [Heddy] Ruesch, who is serving his
third term as county clerk, announced this week that he will seek re-election in September primaries on the
Republican ticket."
CAMP CARTER REOPENS FOR SUMMER SEASON "Mr. and Mrs. Max Schaufelberger of Chicago
arrived last week and have reopened their resort, Camp Carper for business girls, near North Harper Lake.
Mr. Schaufelberger returned to the city, his wife, who will operate the camp during the summer, remaining
and has as her guests at the present time Mrs. Vera Musial and Violate Martuccr of Chicago."
LAST RITES HELD FRIDAY FOR GEORGE OLECHECK "Funeral services of George Olecheck, 75,
who died June 15 at St. Joseph's Hospital in Marshfield, were conducted Friday morning from St. John the
Baptist Catholic Church by Rev. Fr. Fredrick Stock, and burial made in Lakeview Cemetery. ¶ Mr.
Olecheck, who resided on his farm home 1-1/2 miles north of Rib Lake, had been in ill health for several
years, suffering from heart disease. ¶ He was born in Czechslovakia on November 10, 1873, and came to the
United States when a young man. He located in Rib Lake in May of 1917 and the following September he
married his wife, Mary. While a resident of the Village he was employed in the tannery and sawmill. He
was a member of the local Catholic Church. ¶ Survivors, beside his wife, include three daughters, two sons
and three grandchildren, namely, Mrs. Earl Klemm, Mrs. Richard St. Mary, Arthur and Joe Olecheck, all of
Milwaukee, and Mrs. William Donner of Chicago."
ZIELANISES TO LEAVE "Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Zielanis will move their household furniture to Kiel
tomorrow, where Mr. Zielanis has accepted a position of superintendent of the Kiel Schools. Mr. Zielanis,
who was supervising principal of the local schools for four years, will attend summer school at Madison
before taking over his new duties at Kiel."

From Dec. 1881 to June 3, 1948, four mills (1881, 1882, 1897
and 1914) stood on the northwest shore of Rib Lake, sawing
1,470,000,000 feet of lumber, according to the memorial log
erected in the Village of Rib Lake in 1950. But, note Jim
Downs estimated his own scaling "at more than 2 billion feet."
¶ The felling of the "last" pine, the last log ceremony occurred
on 2/25/1948, at Camp 28, Town of Corning, Lincoln County,
Wisconsin.

The RLLC barn was a magnificent structure. It stood on the
north end of West Street, on the northwest side of tannery
pond. The RLLC used horses, for example, to pull cars of
freshly cut wood into the yard for drying. Those horses would
be boarded and cared for at this barn. ¶ In 2008, the site is
owned by the John Schreiner estate and the Rib Lake School
District - 300 feet northeast of the current high school.

Heddy Ruesch served in that position until 1972.

The buildings used by Camp Carter were the former
farmhouse of Mr. and Mrs. Michael Schmidt in the SE-SE,
Section 2, Town 33 North, Range 2 East; the buildings stood
just north of what is, in 2008, Rustic Road 1; the farm house
stands to this day.

7/2/1948

Businesses

JOHN LIESENBERG TO DISPOSE OF PROPERTY "John Liesenberg, owner of John's Meat Market, will
offer his fixtures, stock and building for sale at public auction on July 14, according to an advertisement in
this week's paper. The Clintonville Sales Corporation will conduct the sale. ¶ Mr. Liesenberg informed the
Herald that he is retiring from the business due to ill health and will move with his family to Stephenson,
Michigan, where he will operate a farm. ¶ The first floor of the building is occupied by the market and Frank
Becker's Tavern, with living quarters on the second floor. Mr. Liesenberg has owned the property for 15
years and operated a market the past two years."

7/2/1948
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BROOK TROUT PLANTED "Warden John Marcon of Medford reports the planting of 8,600 fingerling
brook trout ranging in size from 3-4 inches in Taylor County waters. Black Creek, 1,200; Fischer Creek,
3,000; Sheep Ranch Creek, 2,000; Silver Creek, 2,400."
BUYS PROPERTY FOR VARIETY STORE "Eugene Schlais of Medford, son of Henry Schlais of this
village, last week purchased the RLLC store property, located on the southeast corner of Main Street
[McComb Ave.] across from Don's Dry Cleaning establishment, and plans to open a variety store. ¶ Eugene,
who is a young married man with a son, has been employed as a linotype operator in the Star News office at
Medford for some time. He served 18 months in the Army overseas, and is a member of the local Legion
post."
HAY MOWER WANTED "Want to buy a good, single horse hay mower. Contact Anton Kurek, Box 242,
Rib Lake, Wis."

7/9/1948

7/9/1948 (cont)
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Obituary &
LAST RITES HELD FOR OLIVER H. BAILEY "Funeral services for Oliver H. Bailey, 77, who died
Railroads - RLLC Sunday afternoon at Medford Hospital after an illness of four weeks, were conducted Wednesday afternoon
at 1:30 p.m. from the Taylor Funeral Home by Rev. Henry J. Holverson, and burial made in Lakeview
Cemetery. ¶ Pallbearers were Herb Curran, Albert Goodman, Hans Breden, George Straub, Jerry Heindl and
Ed Martin. ¶ Mr. Bailey was born in Oshkosh on December 6, 1870, the son of the late Mr. and Mrs. Hollis
Bailey. In his boyhood days he moved with his parents to Seymour, where he resided until 1890. During
that year he came to Rib Lake and has made his home here continuously since that time. He was married to
Ida May Smith of Seymour November 26, 1902. ¶ His first occupation in this village was as a fireman in the
planing mill that stood on the site where the Standard Oil Company bulk station is now located. Later, he
worked as a fireman and brakeman for his brother, Fred, who was an engineer on the old engine called the
"Nancy Hanks." He returned to planing mill work and continued until his retirement in 1934.
Obituary &
¶ Survivors are his wife, two sons, Frank and Fred, both of Rib Lake, and one grandchild, Opal May Bailey.
Railroads - RLLC ¶ Out-of-town relatives attending the funeral were Mrs. Art Forstner of Wisconsin Rapids; Mr. and Mrs.
(cont)
Harrison J. Smith and Mrs. J. Sherwood of Seymour."
Businesses
JOHN BLENNERT RENTS BOKATH GARAGE "John Blennert, resident of the Town of Rib Lake, who is
an experienced automobile mechanic, has rented the Harvey Bokath garage at the Willett's Standard Service
Station, for the repairing of cars and trucks. His announcement will be found on another page of this paper."

An advertisement in the July 2 edition of the Herald read
"business building with meat market, tavern and living
quarters for sale…will be sold to the highest bidder, regardless
of price, at public auction July 14, 2:00 p.m. Property consists
of a 40 x 60 foot building, with one room rented to tavern
operator, one used by the owner for a busy meat market.
Complete set of market fixtures. Three-bedroom flat on
second floor for buyer of this property." ¶ This building still
stands in 2008 at 729 McComb Ave., now known as the Bird's
Nest Tavern.

You can observe a nice photograph of McComb Avenue,
including the new variety store, in the CDs of Rib Lake
History, Documents & Photos, available at the Rib Lake
Public Library. The RLLC store occupied the 2008 site of
C&G (Hanke) Gas Station.
The Kurek farm included the N 1/2 - SW 1/4, Section 18,
Town 33 North, Range 3 East. It was located 1-1/2 miles of
Zondlo's Tavern on CTH C. It was the mid-50's when Anton,
"Tony," purchased his first tractor, a Massey-Ferguson; his
grandson, Rollie Thums, operates the Massey to this day.
The location of the planing mill mentioned is to the southwest
of the Catholic Church. The mill was owned by Stephen A.
Konz. ¶ In 1948 the site was occupied by the Standard Oil
bulk station managed by Herman Batzer.

The ad read: "Announcement! I HAVE RENTED THE
HARVEY BOKATH GARAGE AT THE REAR OF
WILLETT'S STANDARD SERVICE STATION AND
REPAIR ALL MAKES OF CARS AND TRUCKS - First
Class work, all work guaranteed. Prompt service. Your
patronage invited. John Blennert."

Spirit Lake & Rib HEARING ON DAM SCHEDULED JULY 13 "A public hearing on the application of the Rib Lake Fish & This began a decade-long battle.
Lake Fish & Game Game Association for a permit to construct a dam in the Spirit River will be held by the Public Service
Assoc.
Commission of Wisconsin in the Village Hall July 13 at 9:30 a.m. ¶ The proposed dam, which will be
located in Price County, will be a spillway section constructed of stone and concrete. At the section is a
channel about 6 feet in depth and 30 feet wide, the application states. The application also states that a dam
formerly existed at this location and maintained a water level for the lake. ¶ It is the belief of the
Association, as well as the majority of property owners around the lake, that with the raising of the water
level, fish life will be increased in the lake."
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MRS. MATILDA EVERSON "Funeral services for Mrs. Matilda Everson, 75, who died suddenly from a
heart attack on June 29 at the farm home of her son near Westboro, were conducted Friday from the
Methodist Church in Westboro by the Rev. Henry J. Holverson, and burial made in that town's cemetery. ¶
Mrs. Everson, who was born in Sweden, came to Taylor County with her parents when a young girl. After
her marriage, she lived in the Town of Rib Lake on what is known as the Frank Knorn farm. ¶ Her husband,
having preceded her in death, she leaves four children, Mrs. H. Haar, Steward and Leroy, all of St. Paul,
Minnesota; and Vern Everson of Westboro. ¶ Mrs. George Hanke, a niece, resides east of Rib Lake."
REUNION OF MUD LAKE PIONEER FAMILIES HELD "A reunion of five pioneer families that settled
in the Mud Lake area northeast of this village 51 years ago, was held at the Joe Kauer, Sr., farm on July 4,
with 137 persons present for the occasion. And that number could have been increased to over 200 with all
known members of the families present, Mr. Kauer informed the Herald. ¶ It was in 1897 that Anton Kauer
purchased land and moved to that area. He was followed by his brothers, Joe and John, Lambert Enders,
Peter J. Lamberty and Peter Fuchs. And of that early group of families, there now remain only two on their
original places, Joe Kauer, Sr., and Mrs. Peter Fuchs. ¶ The large group gathered in St. John the Baptist
Church in this village at 11:30 a.m. for a high mass officiated by Rev. John Kauer of Mellen, and with
members of the first families acting as servers. Returning to the farm, a picnic dinner was served, and was
followed by entertainment. A group picture was also taken. ¶ Those attending the first Mud Lake reunion
and registering were as follows: Ender - Nick C., Angela M., Lamberty D., and Larry J., Gaylord,
Michigan; Bauer - Oscar, Anne, James and Francis, Milwaukee...."
NO OPPOSITION ON SPIRIT LAKE DAM "About 30 persons were present at the public hearing held in
the Village Hall Tuesday morning on the application of the Rib Lake Fish & Game Association to construct
and maintain a dam in the Spirit River, and no one opposing the proposed project. ¶ The hearing was
conducted by Mr. W.H. Cartwright of Madison, representing the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin,
and who received testimony in regard to the dam. ¶ Warden John Marcon of Medford, representing the
Conservation Department, requested that the raising of the water level in the lake not exceed 18", and which
will require a dam approximately 5 feet in height. And, accordingly, the water level in the north lake would
be raised approximately 3 inches. ¶ John Schreiner, secretary of the association, presented all required
information on the project, and a number of others present gave information.
¶ Elmer Taylor, George W. Nelson and Fred Lietz, property owners around the lake, spoke in favor of the
dam, and the latter two gave information on the former dam that existed at the site where application has
been made for a new dam. ¶ Although Mr. Cartwright appeared to be in favor of the dam, a decision from
the commission will possibly not be made for several weeks. If favorable, work is expected to get started at
that time."
FIRE CALL "The fire department was called out last week Wednesday to the hardwood yard of the lumber
company, west of the Soo Line depot, where fire had started burning in a pile of rubbish and wood chips,
and threatened a pile of stove wood nearby. No damage resulted, according to Chief Ed Martin. It is thought
someone had thrown a lighted cigarette into the rubbish."

RLLC & Rib Lake HOUSES FOR SALE "We are offering the following houses and lots in the Village of Rib Lake at prices
- Village
named: ¶ #63 - Lot 6B, Lot A, original plat, $1,500. Occupant-George Hoffman. ¶ #74 - Lot 10B, Block A,
DO…$1,600. Occupant-Joe Wudi. ¶ #5 - Lot 7, Block 1, original plat, $2,000. Occupant-Norman
Simonson. ¶ #10 - Lot 5, Block 4, original plat, $500. Occupant-Arnold Strebe. ¶ #11 - Lot 6, Block 4,
original plat, $500. Vacant. ¶ #13 - Lot 8, Block 4, original plat, $500. Vacant. ¶ #14 - Lot 9, Block 4,
original plat, $550. Occupant - Elwood Stimm. ¶ #16 - Lot 15, Block 7, original plat, $500. Occupant-Ray
McGuire. ¶ #25 - Lot 6, Block H, McComb's Racing Park Addition, $550. Occupant-Elmer Gilge. ¶ #28, Lot
5, Block 1, Getchel's Addition, $400. Occupant-Ernest Krueger. ¶ #9/T, Lot 1, Block A, North Rib Lake
Addition, $550. Occupant-Ervin Graf. ¶ #16/T, Lot 1, Block E, North Rib Lake Addition, $550. OccupantRichard Miicki. ¶ Terms - cash, occupancy to be arranged. RLLC, Rib Lake, Wis."

To this day, 2008, there is a strong presence of Kauers and
Fuchs at Mud Lake. Ben Kauer serves on the Town Board.
Yesterday, Dec. 13, 2008, Ben played Santa Claus at the
Village Christmas parade.

The RLLC had over 80 acres west of their mill for air drying
of lumber. That area was roughly divided into three sections,
the hardwood yard, the pine/softwood yard and the hemlock
yard.
The RLLC owned a variety of houses throughout the Village
of Rib Lake, which it rented out. I take it that the sale
advertised here resulted when the lumber company could not
come to terms with the occupants; the lumber company put
them on the market to see what the market might bear. ¶ For
comparison purposes, the original plat of Rib Lake was
created in 1895 by J.J. Kennedy and covers the south side of
the Village. McComb's Racing Park Addition is the land south
of Fayette Ave. and north of present STH 102 and east of
Kennedy Street. Getchel's Addition lies north of Fayette Ave.
¶ The home and lot here offered for sale and occupied by
Elmer Gilge, Lot 6, Block H, McComb's Racing Park
Addition, stood on the northeast corner of Landall and Forest
Street.

7/23/1948

Businesses

BECKER PURCHASES LIESENBERG BLDG "A deal was completed Wednesday afternoon whereby
Frank Becker purchased the John Liesenberg building on Main [McComb Ave.] Street and which houses the
Becker Tavern, John's Meat Market and with living rooms on the second floor. ¶ This property, and
including the meat market fixtures and stock, was offered for sale last week through the Clintonville Sales
Corporation, but the sale was not concluded."

Frank L. Becker had rented and operated a tavern in one-half
of the Liesenberg building since 1944. Frank also served as
the village clerk at the time. The building's location is at 729
McComb Ave. The building was later operated by parties
who dubbed it "The Bird's Nest" Tavern - a name that has
stuck. ¶ An ad in the Herald provided: "The sale of my
business and real estate was not concluded Wednesday, and
my meat market will continue to be operated as usual. Signed
John's Meat Market." John Liesenberg was continuing in his
meat market.

7/23/1948

Businesses &
Harper Lake

Camp Carter occupied the former Mike and Helen Schmidt
farm in the SE-SE, Section 12, Town 33 North, Range 2 East;
in 2008 the buildings still stand on top of the high hill just to
the north of Rustic Road 1.

7/23/1948
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Businesses

CAMP CARTER NEWS "Mrs. Max Schaufelberger, who manages Camp Carter for Business Girls near
North Harper Lake, reports a large number of girls at the camp to spend their vacations and includes the
following: ¶ Esther Poi, East Chicago; Agnes Foder, Hammond, Indiana; Bes Wilik, Olga Laryn, Marie Van
Keulen, Adrina Van Keulen, Mary Jane Johnson, Lillian Zuehlke, Ruth Rasmussen, Rose Ann Buettner,
Anna Aushra, Genevieve O'Byrne, Irene Margison and Evelyn Swetlike, all of Chicago. ¶ Returning to their
homes in Chicago last week after having spent their vacations at the camp were: Idelle Grothendick, Norma
Smith, Josephine Swack, Rose Saviano, Josephine Serwinski, Marie Sass, Bernice Bartas, and Helen
Valencius."
AUGUST KALK, PIONEER, TO BE BURIED IN OHIO "August Kalk, 89, a pioneer of Rib Lake, who
died Monday afternoon at 4:00 at the home of his niece, Mrs. John Stelling, will be buried in the State of
Ohio this week, the body having left Tuesday evening. Mr. Kalk had been sick a number of years. ¶
Deceased was born in Germany on August 9, 1859, and came to this country in 1882, locating in Ohio. The
following year he came to Rib Lake and resided on a farm east of the village and was employed in the
sawmill. ¶ He returned to Ohio and spent a number of years, returning here in 1926, and made his home with
his niece until the time of his death. ¶ His wife having preceded him in death, he leaves three daughters,
Mrs. John Vincent, and Mrs. Ernest Hohenbergen of Defiance, Ohio; and Mrs. Charles Matzin of Reading,
Michigan."
JOHN MCRAE OBSERVES 80TH BIRTHDAY ANNIVERSARY "John McRae, one of Rib Lake's pioneer
citizens and businessmen, observed his 80th birthday Friday at his home with his wife and friends. ¶ Mr.
McRae, who arrived in this village from Michigan in 1892 and was married three years later, has been in the
bakery and store business since 1904. His 44 years as a businessman in the village undoubtedly outnumber
all others in business today. ¶ Since his residence here, he has served 10 years as village president, 6 years as
school clerk, and for a number of years was an active member of the volunteer fire department..."

7/30/1948
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DRAFT WILL START AT 25-YEAR-OLDS "Major General Louis B. Hershey, Director of Selective
Service, announced this week that 25-year-old men will be called first under the new draft and that married
men will be deferred."
GOVERNOR REFUSES TO OKAY DEER SEASON "Last Saturday, Governor Oscar Rennebohm refused
to approve the 9-day, any deer season, as set by the State Conservation Commission. ¶ The Governor said he
found it "Impossible" to sign the commission's order for a deer season that would allow hunters to shoot at
fawns and does, as well as bucks, from November 23-28..."
MISS MILDRED GILGE, WILLIAM LANDSHAFT NUPTIALS "The marriage of Miss Mildred Gilge,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Julius Gilge of the Town of Rib Lake, to William Landshaft, Jr., son of Mr. and
Mrs. William Landshaft, Sr., of Chicago, was solemnized in the rectory of St. John the Baptist Church
Saturday afternoon with the Rev. Frederick Stock officiating. ¶ The bride, who was attired in a blue, streetlength gown, wearing a pink veil and accessories, and carrying a bouquet of pink and white carnations, was
attended by her sister, Miss Bernice V. Gilge, maid of honor...The bride is well known here and is a graduate
of the Rib Lake High School. Her groom attended the Chicago school and is a graduate of Foreman High in
that city. ¶ After a 10-day trip to the State of Colorado, the young couple will return to Chicago to make
their home, and where the groom is employed as a traffic clerk. ¶ Out-of-town guests attending the wedding
were Mr. and Mrs. Walter Kurth, Mr. and Mrs. Elwood Bleck and Herman Gilge, all of Milwaukee; Mr. and
Mrs. William Longshauft, Sr...."

The two-story McRae building still stands at 744 McComb
Ave., Lot 11, Block A, McComb's Racing Park Addition.
Mrs. Isabelle Wilhelms fondly recalls serving meals there as a
waitress in the 1940's. The word "Bakery" is still legible in the
cornice. ¶ Doc. #12560 is a c. 1903 meal ticket good at the
McRae Restaurant for 21 meals for $3.50!
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JUDITH ANNE STROBACH CHRISTENED SUNDAY "Judith Anne, infant daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Bernard Strobach, who reside east of town, was christened Sunday afternoon at 2:00 at St. John the Baptist
Church, with the Rev. Fr. Frederick Stock. Acting as sponsors were Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Poirier, Jr., of Rib
Lake, an uncle and aunt. ¶ Judith Anne was the 17th child to be christened in a shawl that has been handed
down through the family for three generations. The shawl was purchased in 1902 for her maternal
grandfather, Gene Poirier, who lives in Medford. ¶ Dinner guests at the Strobach home for the occasion
included Mr. and Mrs. Gene Poirier, Bill and Joyce, and Mr. and Mrs. Theodore Strobach, all of Medford;
and Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Poirier, Jr., and son David, Rib Lake."
NATIONAL HOTEL TO HAVE GRAND OPENING SATURDAY "As announced in last week's paper and The massive hotel stood on the southwest corner of McComb
on another page of this week's paper, the National Hotel in this village will hold a grand opening Saturday
Ave. and Railroad Street. In 2008, it is the site of the
night. Mr. and Mrs. John Dolezalek, who purchased the hotel several months ago, invite everyone to attend." Lakewood Credit Union, 1003 Railroad Street.
SERVICES HELD WEDNESDAY FOR HENRY SEKADLO "Funeral services for Henry Sekadlo, who
died Sunday evening at the Medford hospital after an illness of three months, were conducted Wednesday
afternoon from the Taylor Funeral Home by Henry J. Holverson and burial made in Lakeview Cemetery. ¶
Mr. Sekadlo, who was 67 years old, was born in Kewaunee in 1881, and came to Rib Lake with his parents
in 1890. He was never married and was a carpenter by trade..."
LAST RITES HELD FOR JOE HEINDL "Funeral services for Joseph Henry Heindl, 74, who died Saturday
at Medford hospital, were conducted Monday afternoon from the Taylor Funeral Home by Rev. Henry J.
Holverson, and burial made in Lakeview Cemetery. ¶ Pallbearers were Norman Kutzke, Andrew Zondlo,
Jacob Bursik, George Zondlo, Millard Kapitz and Adolph Vlach. ¶ Born in Czechslovakia on July 30, 1874,
he arrived in this country when he was a young man. He was married to Anna Bursik in 1900 and came to
this community in 1902, locating on what is now known as the Adolph Vlach farm, a short distance from
this village. One year later they moved to the farm now owned by Frank Zondlo, and from there he moved
with his family to the farm 2 miles east of town, where he resided for 40 years. ¶ Mr. Heindl was a stone
mason and bricklayer by trade and while following his trade in the early days, he has been heard to remark
that he would some day have a "monument" on every farm in the area, having done mason work on a large
number.
¶ Three sons, Joseph, Jr., Jacob and Alfred, having preceded him in death, he is survived by his wife, four
daughters; Evelyn, (Mrs. Mikal Lazzaro) of Chicago; Mary Unick and Hermina (Mrs.William Barnes) of
Rib Lake; and Anna (Mrs. Henry Susmilch), Berwin, Illinois; five sons, Charles, Chippewa Falls; Frank and
Peter, Madison; James, Watersmeet, Michigan; and Jerry of Rib Lake..."
ACCEPTS POSITION AT MEDFORD "Earl Edens of this village, a former employee of the office of the
The closure of the RLLC had profound effects on the area.
RLLC, has accepted a position with the George Peterson Buick Garage and Service Station, located a short
distance north of Medford on Highway 13. ¶ MOVES HOUSE TO MEDFORD "John Sekadlo, a former
employee of the RLLC and a longtime resident of this village, had his house moved to Medford this week,
where he now resides. A Medford trucking concern moved the building."
FAREWELL PARTY GIVEN FOR MRS. ALBERT KNOP "Mrs. Albert [Helen] Knop was pleasantly
surprised Monday evening by members of the Rib Lake Busy Bee Homemakers Club, of which she is a
member, when they called at her home to honor her with a farewell party. ¶ Mrs. Knop was presented with a
gift from the club and also a gift from the Rib Lake 4-H club, and the members served lunch. ¶ Mrs. Knop,
who will leave here next week with her family for Junction City, near Wisconsin Rapids, where her husband
is now employed, has been very active in both club and church work."
LAST RITES TOMORROW FOR MRS. JOSEPH NIGGEMANN "Last rites for Mrs. Joseph Niggemann,
72, who died Monday at St. Michael's Hospital in Stevens Point after an illness of 4 months, will be
conducted from St. John the Baptist Catholic Church at a solemn high mass with Rev. Bertram Niggemann,
O.S.B. as celebrant, Rev. Bernard Niggemann as deacon, and Rev. Alphonse Kress as sub-deacon. Burial
will be made in the Town of Greenwood Cemetery. ¶ Pallbearers will be George Niggemann, Joe Kress, Jr.,
Regis Niggemann, Aloyisuis Kress, Heinie Niggemann and Raymond Fuchs. ¶ Rose Behrendt was born in
Germany on August 24, 1875, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. August Behrendt. After arriving in this country
with her parents, they settled at Westboro in 1898, and in 1901 she was united in marriage to Mr.
Niggemann. ¶ Her parents, one daughter, Sister Ann Bernadette, S.S.M., and a brother having predeceased
her in death, she is survived by her husband and 10 children, a sister, Mrs. Henry Niggemann, Westboro,
and 16 grandchildren.
¶ The children are Rev. Bertram Niggemann, O.S.B., St. John's Abbey, Collegeville, Minnesota; Mrs. Peter
Fuchs, Mrs. Edward Klemm, Mrs. Herman Sirianni and John Niggemann, all of Milwaukee; Joseph
Niggemann and Carl Niggemann, both of Westboro; Sister M. Jovita, S.S.M., Stevens Point; Sister M.
Carlotta, S.S.M., Wichita, Kansas; and Mrs. Francis Blecha, Bremerton, Washington."
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FUNERAL SERVICES TODAY FOR MRS. ERNEST ZUTHER "Funeral services for Mrs. Ernest Zuther,
79, who died Monday at her home 7-1/2 miles southeast of this village, will be conducted Thursday
afternoon from St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church by Rev. R.A. Gurgel, and burial made at Lakeview
Cemetery. ¶ Mrs. Zuther, nee Ida Peter, was born in Kolberg, Germany, on August 31, 1868. She was
married to Mr. Zuther in that country on April 3, 1892, after which they left for the United States. ¶ In
February 1898 they moved to this community, settling on the land east of this village, which was virgin
forest, but which she helped develop into a fine farm. ¶ Survivors are her husband, two sons, Max, who
resides on the farm with his family, and Arnold of Dorchester; two daughters, Emma of Karlsbad,
California; and Erna (Mrs. Fred Hengst), of the Town of Rib Lake; a sister, Mrs. Herman Siedschlag, and
brother Albert Peter, both of Norfolk, Nebraska..."
LAST RITES HELD FOR DR. A.S. HORN "Dr. Archie Soloman Horn, 67, a physician and surgeon here
since 1941, died at his home at 6:50 a.m. Sunday, having suffered a stroke. He had not been in the best of
health for some time, and early this spring he had been confined in St. Joseph's Hospital at Marshfield...¶
Masonic funeral services, and with the Lehman-Clendenning Post of the American Legion taking part, were
conducted from the Methodist Church Wednesday afternoon, and burial made in Lakeview Cemetery. ¶ Dr.
Horn was born at Atwood, Kansas, on August 23, 1880. He received his early schooling in this state and
Illinois. He practiced medicine in Wisconsin and New Mexico from 1937-1941. ¶ In 1941 he purchased the
practice here of Dr. G.L. Baker, and also the Baker residence, and has made his home in Rib Lake since that
time..."
LANDS FOR SALE "Sealed bids will be taken by Taylor County on the following described county-owned
lands: ¶ For example, Town of Rib Lake, Town 33, Range 3 East, NW-NW, Section 2, $69.81. ¶ SE-SW,
Section 11, $60. ¶ SW-Se, Section 11, $60. ¶ SW-NE, Section 12, $85....¶ No bids will be accepted for
less than the appraised price, plus $1.60 for appraisal and recording fee. All bids must be accompanied by a
money order in the amount of 20% of the gross bid, payable to J.J. Fleischmann, County Treasurer. ¶ The
county reserves the right to accept or reject any or all bids. Signed Harold O. Ruesch, County Clerk."
MAKES APPLICATION TO ABANDON TELEPHONE LINE "The Rib Lake Telephone Company last
week made application to the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin for authority to abandon its line 101,
which renders service to Richard Rindt, M. Wohl and Mrs. E. Behling, and to discontinue service to such
subscribers thereon... The line extends west of Westboro. A public hearing will be held on the matter, the
Commission to set the date for such hearing."
NOTICE! CONTRACTORS! FARMERS! OTHERS! FOR SALE "Mostly plank and timbers. Mostly 2 x 6
and 2 x 8 - 3 x 8 - 4 x 8 - 6 x 8 and 8 x 8. Also buildings to be removed from premises: planing mill, 32 x 82;
loading shed (yard), 52 x 175; cooling shed (dry kiln), 26 x 64 feet; loading shed (dry kiln), 36 x 80 feet.
RLLC"

FINAL RITES HELD FOR MRS. WILLIAM TETZLAFF "Funeral services for Mrs. William Tetzlaff, 78,
who died Friday afternoon at her home one mile east of Rib Lake, were conducted at 1:30 p.m. from the
Taylor Funeral Home and at 2:00 from St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church by the Rev. R.A. Gurgel, and
burial made in Lakeview Cemetery. ¶ Pallbearers were John Stelling, Herman Batzer, Albert Yorde, Ernest
Gerstberger, William Wilhelms and Paul Kaske. ¶ Bertha Loose was born in West Prussia, Germany,
September 7, 1869, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ludwig Loose. She came to the United States in 1897, and
on April 6 of that year arrived in Rib Lake. She was married on May 15 of the same year and, with her
husband, moved to the farm home where she was to reside until her death... ¶ Her parents having preceded
her in death, she is survived by her husband, sons, Ernest, who resides at home, and William, Jr. of
Milwaukee; one daughter, Elsie (Mrs. Eugene Hein), of the Town of Rib Lake; two sisters, Emma and Anna,
and a brother, Gustave Loose, all residing in Germany..."

There were hundreds of tax-delinquent parcels advertised
throughout Taylor County. For the most part, these were
logged-off lands that had no value without having trees on
them. ¶ By contrast, in 2008 the SW-NE, Section 12 has
grown back into beautiful second-growth hardwoods and is
worth at least $55,000.

The RLLC was rapidly disposing of its property. Eventually,
only two mill-related buildings would survive sale or the
wrecking ball, first, the former machine shed on the SE corner
of 102 and McComb Ave. which in 2008 houses Fisher Pet
Foods. The second building to survive was the dry kiln,
located in the NW corner of McComb Ave. and Railroad
Street. The kiln had been rebuilt with a modern store front.
Its address is 630 McComb Ave.
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TO HOLD HEARING ON SPUR TRACK "According to Edward T. Kaveny, secretary of the Public Service
Commission of Wisconsin, a public hearing will be held at the courthouse in the City of Medford, October
14 at 9:00 a.m., on a spur railroad line in this village that extended from the Soo Line depot to the Rib Lake
Roller Mills. ¶ The secretary stated that Victor Kohn, doing business as Rib Lake Roller Mills, filed a
complaint with the Commission on August 23 that the Minneapolis, St. Paul and Sault Ste. Marie Railroad
Company [Soo line] or the RLLC in 1947, and without complying with the provisions of Sec. 190.16,
Statutes, took up rails on a spur track running from the Soo Line depot in Rib Lake to the complainant's
place of business, and that he desires spur track service from such railroad."
9/17/1948
Obituary
FINAL RITES TODAY FOR MAX ZUTHER "Funeral services for Max Julius Zuther, 54, who died
suddenly early Monday morning at his home 7-1/2 miles east of Rib Lake, will be held this Thursday
afternoon at 2:00 from St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church by Rev. R.A. Gurgel, and burial will be made
in the Lakeview Cemetery. Military rites will be conducted by the Lehman-Clendenning Post of the
American Legion, of which he was a member. ¶ Pallbearers will be Martin Schinker, Eugene Hein, Robert
Bleck, Walter Wilgast, James Sampson and Millard Kapitz. ¶ Mr. Zuther was in the barn with his son,
attending to the chores, when he suddenly became sick and collapsed...¶ A postmortem disclosed the death
had resulted from a blood clot near the heart, and believed by medical men to have been caused from
injuries Mr. Zuther sustained in a car accident near Rib Lake on June 8, 1948. ¶ Mr. Zuther was born
January 25, 1894, at Norfolk, Nebraska, and came to this community with his parents four years later. His
parents settled on the farm where he had since resided. Mr. Zuther was married to Hermina Hengst on July
2, 1924.
9/17/1948 (cont)
Obituary (cont) ¶ Mr. Zuther, who was chairman of the Town of Rib Lake and a member of the county board, was very
popular and took an active interest in town and county affairs. Elected chairman in 1947, he had previously
served as a member of the town and county boards. Some years ago Mr. Zuther operated a sawmill and
logged, and during the last 4 he worked as a carpenter on government projects. Mr. Zuther was a veteran of
WWI and a member of the Lutheran Church.¶ His mother preceded him in death on August 16, and a son,
Marvin, died in infancy. Survivors are his wife, daughter, Iline (Mrs. Dustin Budimlija), Helen (Mrs. Joe
Dyrcz); sons, Marlin and Donald; his aged father, Ernest, sisters Emma Ellerman and Mrs. Fred Hengst, and
one brother, Arnold, who resides at Dorchester. Also a grandson, Lynn Dyrcz."
9/17/1948
Agriculture
42 CARLOADS OF POTATOES ORDERED FOR STOCK FEED "Ingman O. Bolstad of Medford,
chairman of the Taylor County Agricultural Conservation Association, revealed that farmers in Taylor
County have placed orders for potatoes for livestock feed amounting to 42 [railroad] carloads (18 tons to the
car) as of Tuesday afternoon. 12 cars of this amount have been received in the county. 8 have been received
in Medford, 2 in Lublin, 1 in Gilman and 1 in Rib Lake....The cost of the potatoes is 25 cents per hundred,
FOB Railroad Station in the county."
9/24/1948
Obituary
SADNESS AGAIN BROUGHT TO ZUTHER HOME "With the deaths of Ernest E.O. Zuther, 83, Sunday
morning at 11:45 o'clock, for the third time within 6 weeks, death has brought sadness to the Zuther home 7
1/2 miles east of Rib Lake. Mrs. Zuther died on August 16, and Max, a son, September 13. ¶ Ernest Zuther
was born in Pommern, Germany, on May 15, 1865. He served three years in the German army. He was
married in that country on April 3, 1892, and spent his honeymoon with his bride on a ship en route to the
United States. ¶ First settling in Norfolk, Nebraska, he spent six years there and arrived in Rib Lake in
February of 1898. Mr. Zuther developed a fine farm out of what was then a virgin forest, and where he was
to live until his death. ¶ He took an active interest in town affairs and served as school clerk, treasurer and
chairman of the town. He was a fire warden for a number of years. Besides farming, he logged with his son,
Max, and operated a sawmill..."
9/24/1948
Politics & Rib Lake VLACH APPOINTED CHAIRMAN OF RIB LAKE TOWN "At a special meeting of the Rib Lake Town
- Town
Board last Thursday evening, Fred Vlach, supervisor, was appointed chairman of the Town Board to fill the
unexpired term of the late Max Zuther. ¶ Joseph F. Kauer was then named supervisor to fill the vacancy
created by Mr. Vlach's appointment."
10/1/1948
Agriculture
FARM SANITATION PROGRAM TO START "County Agent Carl Zoerb announced Tuesday that a septic
tank installation demonstration will be held at the Art Freiboth farm in the Town of Greenwood, 9 miles east
of the junction of 13 and M this Friday. He pointed out that it is the first set in a rural, modern farm
sanitation program, and will be of great interest to farmers. All work of installing the tank will be
accomplished during the demonstration..."

This spur track had once been very important. It ran north of
Fayette Ave. and served the Rib Lake tannery until its closure
in 1924. The track also ran on the south side of the Rib Lake
Roller Mill; the roller mill remains in operation in 2008 at
1213 Fayette Ave.; William Schreiner is its present owner.
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Obituary

SERVICES HELD FOR MRS. WILHELMINA ZIEMKE "Funeral services for Mrs. Wilhelmina Ziemke,
87, who died Friday at her farm home 3-1/2 miles east of Rib Lake, were held Monday afternoon from St.
John's Evangelical Lutheran Church…Pallbearers were E.A. Lamont, Conrad Hein, Julius Gilge, Ernest
Gerstberger, Otto Halverson and Fred Hengst. ¶ Wilhelmina Blossey was born Oct. 26, 1860, at Besswitzer,
Germany. She was married to Albert Ziemke on Nov. 19, 1883, and came to Rib Lake May of 1893. ¶ She is
survived by 4 sons, Carl, Ernest and Otto of Rib Lake, and Albert of Merrill..."
War - Soldiers
REMAINS OF LOCAL VET RETURNED TO STATES "The remains of 167 WWII dead from Wisconsin
have been returned to the United States from Europe aboard the army transport Carroll Victory, the Dept. of
Army has announced, and includes PFC Russell J. Bullis of Rib Lake, son of Mr. and Mrs. William Bullis,
who now reside in Cudahy. ¶ Also PFC Donald F. Obenhofer, son of Mr. and Mrs. John Obenhofer,
Chelsea;l and First Lieutenant Elton O. Swanson, son of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Swanson, Route 1, Ogema.
¶ PFC Bullis was killed in action in France August 12, 1944. It is not definitely known when his body will
arrive in this village for burial."
Law
VIOLATION OF TAVERN LAWS RESULT IN COURT FINES "Arthur Grosskreuz, operator of the Pine
Tree tavern and dance pavilion, Chelsea, appeared in County Judge E.J. Neuenschwander's court Thursday
afternoon in Medford, on the complaint of two state beverage law-enforcing officers of having served a glass
of beer to a minor, Marlin Walbeck, of the Town of Rib Lake. ¶ Although he testified he did not recall
having served the glass of beer, and that his bartenders had no knowledge of the incident, the state men had
produced the evidence of the youth's signature that he had consumed a glass of beer at the bar. ¶ It appears
the state men were at the bar when the minor was served and consumed the beverage, and followed him to
the outside to obtain his signature as verification and evidence. ¶ Mr. Grosskreuz entered a plea of guilty and
was assessed a fine of $50 and costs of $17.53.
Law (cont)
¶ However, as it is as much of an offense for a tavern keeper or bartender to serve intoxicating liquors to a
minor as it is for a minor to be in a place of business where such drinks are sold and consumed, without
being accompanied by a parent or guardian, Mr. Grosskreuz, being a member of the Taylor County Tavern
League, appealed to the League's officers to file a complaint against the boy. ¶ This was done, with the result
that the youth was brought into the same court Saturday and after entering the plea of guilty as charged, was
given a fine of $10 and costs of $9.84. ¶ The tavern league only recently completed an extensive newspaper
and radio advertising campaign in the county in regard to present laws governing taverns and how the laws
affect minors, and the officers of the league believe everyone should have a thorough knowledge of them."
Roads
RELOCATION OF 102 DISAPPROVED HERE "A meeting of village officials and businessmen was called
in the village Tuesday afternoon by Elmer Taylor, village president, and Henry Schlais, president of the
Commercial Club, for the purpose of considering the relocation of the portion of STH 102 running through
the village, as recommended by W.C. Miller, county highway commissioner. Those present voted 100%
against the relocation. ¶ Mr. Miller gave his reasons for the proposed change in the highway, which would
leave its present course at the curve east of the Catholic rectory and cut diagonally across the lumber
company's land (former lumber yard) and cross [McComb Ave] and the present highway near Gene's
Variety store building. The proposed new road would then follow the company's railroad right-of-way
around the lake and junction with the present located highway at the point beyond the Owl Service Station
[the east end of the village park.]
Roads (cont)
¶ Mr. Miller's views on the relocation was from an engineer's standpoint, and would eliminate several
curves, which the highway now has, entering the village and running down Rib Lake's main street [McComb
Ave.]. ¶ The relocation would, however, not only bypass Rib Lake's main thoroughfare and thereby
eliminate the majority of business establishments, but it would entirely miss the hotels and other business
places in the south end of town..."
Spirit Lake & Rib COMMISSION OK'S SPIRIT RIVER DAM "The Public Service Commission of Wisconsin last week
Lake Fish & Game approved the application of the Rib Lake Fish & Game Association to construct, operate and maintain a dam
Assoc.
in the Spirit River 7 miles northeast of this village in Price County. ¶ Approval of this dam will be situated
in the Spirit River about 200 feet downstream from the highway bridge on STH 102 and the site of a former
dam. The dam will be either rock-filled or a concrete spillway section, and will increase the water level in
Little Spirit Lake by 6 inches. ¶ Construction work on the dam will not be started until plans for the structure
have been approved by the Commission, John Schreiner, secretary of the Association, said."
RLLC
COAL FOR SALE "12-15 tons at $12.50 per ton. For delivery in the Village of Rib Lake, $2 per ton extra.
RLLC"

Marlin Walbeck, known to everyone by his nickname,
"Shoes", went on to become Rib Lake's most famous and
successful stock car driver. The old Pine Tree tavern, located
1-1/2 mile south of the junction STH 13 and 102, is now the
private residence of Lanny R. Peissig, N6935 STH 13.

The razing of the RLLC buildings, railroad and dry yard,
made much centrally-located land available for highway
straightening.

The last locomotives of the RLLC were coal boilers. This
coal became surplus when the RLLC stopped operating the
locomotives and scrapped them.
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11/19/1948
(cont)

Businesses

WEINBRENNER SHOE COMPANY LEASES FACTORY HERE; MANUFACTURING TO START
"According to an announcement made Tuesday by O.R. Thompson, president of Lakeland Shoes, Inc.,
negotiations have been completed this week for the leasing of the corporation's shoe factory here to the
Weinbrenner Shoe Company of Milwaukee for the manufacturing of men's shoes. ¶ A.L. Jung and Ed
Bollbrecht of Merrill, representatives of Weinbrenner Company, were in Rib Lake Monday, and at the
factory checking the shoe machines that are now in the building, and said that additional machines will be
shipped here this week and the operation of the plant started within a short time. They also ordered an
advertisement for help wanted to be inserted in the local newspaper, and which will be found on another
page of the issue. ¶ The Weinbrenner Company, which has a factory and their main offices in Milwaukee,
also operates factories in Merrill, Marshfield and Antigo, and is considered one of the largest shoe
manufacturing concerns in the state.
Businesses (cont) ¶ This news will be welcomed by the Rib Lake citizens, for Lakeland Shoes, Inc., was organized July 30,
1947, and the majority of stock in the corporation is held by local residents. ¶ Construction of the building
was started in September of 1947 and completed January of 1948. ¶ The corporation was formed and the
building erected for the manufacturing of children's shoes, which never materialized."

11/19/1948

Wolves

FEWER BOUNTIES PAID ON WILD ANIMALS "The state paid fewer bounties on wild animals during
the first 10 months of this year than it did during the same period a year ago, records of the Conservation
Dept. show. ¶ From January to October, inclusive, this year, there were bounties paid on 13,352 red foxes,
3,754 gray foxes, 322 wildcats and 2,411 coyotes and wolves..."

11/19/1948

Politics

PRESIDENT TRUMAN ASTOUNDS NATION BY WINNING ELECTION OVER DEWEY; SENATE,
HOUSE GO DEMOCRATIC, TOO "The night of Nov. 2-3 was supposed to have been a wake for the
defunct Democratic party, but the corpse wouldn't lie still. It not only sat up, but went around slapping the
premature mourners on the back. ¶ In the face of the supposely cut-and-dried nature of the campaign
between President Truman and Governor Dewey, the results of the election were fantastic. Everybody had
been wrong - from the second-guessers on every street corner to the "infallible" pollsters of public opinion.
¶ It was Truman all the way - from the first early returns, which indicated the trend, until the great pivotal
states of Ohio, Illinois and California swung over into the Democrats camp, crushed Dewey and forced him
to concede. ¶ Mr. Truman's 2-million-plus plurality, which gave him 304 electoral votes (to Dewey's 189)
was nothing less than a popular directive to serve..."
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There is a gap in the bound volumes of the Rib Lake Herald at the Rib Lake Library. Following the Nov.
26, 1948 edition, editions are missing until that of January 7, 1949
IT"S TRUE HERE AND NOW, NEW HUDSON FOR ONLY $2,369 "Delivered here fully equipped including weather control heater. 1. Immediate delivery of some models. 2. With only such accessories as
you order. 3. Cash or time payments. 4. With or without trade-in. 5. Good allowance if you have a trade-in.
Signed A.W. Mundt Auto Company, Medford, Wis."
TILE FACTORY HERE RESUMES OPERATIONS "Manufacturing operations were resumed at the
accoustical tile factory here Tuesday morning, with a full crew and Ed Stamm as superintendent. ¶ The
plant, which has been idle for some time, is expected to run steadily again, according to officers of the
corporation."
ANNOUNCING SUNNY HILL RESORT AND GROCERY AND FILLING STATION "At Spirit Lake
ridge on Highway 102 - for better service to the public, we are now open 8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., including
Sunday. Handling Pure oil products, Stetsonville Oil Company distributors."

RUDY J. MUELLER BUYS LUMBER COMPANY PROPERTY "An important transaction of property in
Rib Lake was concluded last week, when Rudy Mueller of this village purchased the real estate and personal
property of the RLLC. The deal included all remaining holdings of the company in this village, and was
made with A.P. Woodson and J.D. Mylrea of Wausau, president and vice president, respectively, and
principal stockholders in the concern. ¶ Mr. Mueller has been resident general manager of the company
since May of 1945, when he was appointed to succeed the late H.W. Johannes, who died suddenly of a heart
attack while at work here in the offices of the company. Prior to moving here with his family, Mr. Mueller
was general manager of the Thunder Lake Lumber Company, Rhinelander. ¶ Although Mr. Mueller said that
he will offer the property for sale, he hoped that part of the holdings could be purchased by someone who
would utilize the property as an asset to Rib Lake. The fact that he has made no definite plans for the future,
and will continue to make Rib Lake his home for some time, is an acknowledgement that the remaining
buildings will not be razed immediately."

The shoe building, in 2008, standing vacant, is in the NE
corner of Fayette and Kennedy Streets.

While the first and last page of the Herald were dominated by
local news, state and national news dominated the 4-6 pages in
between.

The fine print indicated "4 door sedan, 121 horsepower super
6. Price may vary slightly in adjoining areas due to
transportation charges."

This ad announced the opening of the Sunny Hill resort and
grocery and filling station. ¶ The bar and small grocery was in
a framed structure on the south side of 102 at the sharp curve
200 feet west of the Spirit River bridge.
Prior to buying the RLLC in 1936, A.P. Woodson and Jack
Mylrea owned the Thunder Lake Lumber Company. The
Leigh Yawkey-Woodson Art Museum of Wausau is named
for A.P. Woodson and his wife, Leigh.
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Politics &
Businesses

MIKUL BROTHERS TO START SAWING OPERATIONS "The Mikul brothers, Frank and Tony, of
Goodrich, have constructed a temporary building near the Soo Line depot here and set up a portable sawmill
for sawing tie cuts and lumber. They expect to start operations this week or early next week, with 8-10 men
employed. ¶ The brothers have been buying wood products here for some time and have their landing near
the site of the mill."
F.P. SCHAACK AGAIN NAMED CASHIER OF STATION "At the annual meeting of the State Bank of
Medford last week, F.P. Schaack was again named Assistant Cashier and in charge of the Rib Lake station,
and Donna Mae Frank as bookkeeper and teller. ¶ Officers and directors of the bank are C.A. Fleming,
President; C.F. Luepke, Vice President; Vincent A. Hirsch, Casher; W.H. Koehler and Martin Mueller. ¶ At
the Ogema station, J.F. Heden continues as Assistant Cashier and Florence Stevens as bookkeeper and teller.
¶ The condition of the bank as of Dec. 31, 1948, showed assets and liabilities of over $6 million. Total
deposits amounted to $5,802,654.89."
C.C. LORD LEAVES RIB LAKE FOR COLORADO "C.C. Lord, who has been associated with the RLLC
as assistant secretary and office manager since February of 1936, and a resident of this village since that
time, has accepted a responsible position with the Weidman Lumber Company of Durango, Colorado, and
left here Monday by car for his new location. He plans to stop en route at Littleton, Illinois, to visit his
daughter, Mrs. Theordore Sinclear. ¶ Mr. Lord, who is well and favorably known here and in the county,
first became a resident of the county in 1915 when he arrived from Pennsylvania and accepted a position
with the Westboro Lumber Company. ¶ In 1918 he accepted employment with the Langlade Lumber
Company at Antigo, John D. Mylrea being president of the company, and whom he was to be associated
with until only recently. From Antigo, he moved with his family to Rhinelander and employment with the
Thunder Lake Lumber Company, after which he came to Rib Lake.
¶ A farewell party in his honor was given by members of the local Masonic Lodge and Ladies of the Eastern
Star in the Lodge room last week, at which time he was presented with a gift. ¶ Mr. Lord, who has made his
home at the National Hotel since the death of his wife in 1944, recently purchased a house and which he did
not dispose of, for he said he may return here to make his home."

The mill site being referred to is that of the old Stephen A.
Konz sawmill. In 2008, the site is the Little Rib Mobile Home
Park.

WATER IN VILLAGE MAINS DECLARED SAFE "A sample of village water as taken from a tap in the
Menning Barbershop was recently sent to the Wisconsin State Laboratory of Hygiene at Madison and a
report was received by Village Clerk Frank Becker, showing the water to be safe for all purposes. ¶ This is
remarkable, in view of the fact that the water comes from Little Rib Lake, and has not been filtered, and the
mains have not been flushed with any disinfectant solution. ¶ However, the water will be filtered in the near
future, with the completion of the filtration plant, and the mains will be flushed with a disinfectant."
600 PAIR OF SHOES SHIPPED FROM HERE "The first shipment of shoes manufactured by the
Weinbrenner Shoe Company of Rib Lake was made Monday according to Delbert McMullin, who is in
charge of production and was also superintendent of the local concern. This shipment consisted of 50 cases,
or 600 pair of shoes. ¶ The plant, which has been operated only 60 days, turned out the first pair of finished
shoes Friday. This pair was given to Leon Olson, a director of Lakeland Shoes, Inc., who are owners of the
buildings. Mr. Olson has been proudly showing the shoes to everyone he comes in contact with...¶ The
importance of the factory as an asset to Rib Lake can readily be appreciated, when it is realized that only two
months ago the majority of the persons employed in the plant were unemployed. Mr. McMullin states that he
is very highly pleased with the fine cooperation he has received from all of the new employees and also from
the other citizens of Rib Lake. With continued fine spirit of this type, continued prosperity for the plant and
the Village of Rib Lake is assured, he added."
REFERENDUM VOTE FAVORS PROPOSALS "With 221 voters casting their ballots here Monday in the
special referendum election on two questions, both proposals carried. The vote was only 12 less than in the
spring election of 1948. Two ballots were not counted due to being defective. ¶ The first question, "shall the
money raised for a veterans memorial be used, instead, for the promoting of industry and the prosperity of
the Village of Rib Lake and the inhabitants thereof, and its commercial benefit," carried 136-77. ¶ And the
second question, "shall the village purchase the Lakeland Shoe Company factory and site, for the purpose of
fostering industry in the Village of Rib Lake," carried 125-93."

The Village of Rib Lake was one of the few Wisconsin
municipalities using surface (lake) water for drinking.

Cyrus C. Lord did return to the Village of Rib Lake. He later
served as village clerk-treasurer and opened a bookkeeping
office on McComb Ave.

The shoe factory was a major shot in the arm for the local
economy.

3/25/1949

LAST RITES HELD HERE FOR PIONEERS - JOHN MAUCH "Services for John Mauch, 74, a pioneer of
this village, who died at St. Joseph's Hospital at Marshfield, were conducted from St. John the Baptist
Catholic Church and interment made in Lakeview Cemetery, the Rev. Frederick Stock officiating. ¶
Pallbearers were Con and Henry Niggemann, Joseph Pertmer, Sr., Albert Schreiner, Peter Mihalka and Otto
Ziemke. ¶ John Mauch was born in the Town of Erin, Washington County, on January 1, 1873, the son of
the late Mr. and Mrs. George Mauch. He was one of 18 children. ¶ On October 15, 1896, he was married to
Rozella Schafer at Slinger. To this union 6 children were born, one son, Harry, having died in infancy. ¶ As
a young man he followed the painting trade at Fredonia and was employed for some time in a button factory
at West Bend. In 1900 he moved with his family to Ashland, where he accepted work in a sawmill being
transferred to Bibon. With his family he arrived in Rib Lake in 1905 to work in the sawmill, and in later
years and until his retirement 5 years ago, he held the position of millwright..."
3/25/1949 (cont)
Obituary (cont) ¶ CHARLES VERL DODGE "Suffering a stroke early Saturday evening, Charles Dodge, 65, was taken to
the Marshfield Hospital in the Taylor ambulance, where he died the following day. He was in a coma from
the time of having the stroke. ¶ Mr. Dodge, who was a pioneer to this community, had been in ill health for
about 4 months...¶ Charles Verl Dodge was born in Saganaw, Michigan, on December 26, 1884. He came to
this community more than 50 years ago, working as a woodsman, dealing in horses, and employed in hiring
men [known as a "man-catcher"] for lumber companies. ¶ He was married in 1911 and for the past 28 years
he assisted his wife in the operation of the Dodge Cafe [Ma Dodge's Cafe]...."
4/1/1949
Businesses &
OPENS CHIROPRACTIC CLINIC "Galen R. Scharer, D.C., son of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Scharer of
People
Monroe and former residents of Rib Lake, who spend their summers in this area, announces on another page
of this paper that he will open a chiropractic clinic in Wausau on April 1. Mr. Scharer is also a frequent Rib
Lake visitor."
4/1/1949
War - Soldiers
REBURIAL SERVICES FOR OGEMA VETERAN SATURDAY "Reburial services for Erland J.
Blomberg, son of Mr. and Mrs. Arvid Blomberg of Superior, but formerly of Ogema, who was killed in
action in Germany on March 19, 1945, will be held Saturday at 2:00 p.m. from the Ogema Baptist Church
and interment made in the Hillside Cemetery in that town. Officiating with the Rev. Ivar Blomberg and
Hilda Ljungquist, the Ogema post of the American Legion will have charge of the military rites. ¶
Pallbearers will be Allen Blomberg, Robert Blomberg, Earl Flood, Edwin Blomberg, Gilbert Blomberg and
Sylvester Karlwaski...."
4/8/1949
People & Rib Lake FOND DU LAC MAN IS NEW PUBLISHER "A change in ownership of the Rib Lake Herald - its 6th in
Herald
the more than 51 years of its continuous operation - became effective on April 1, when Mr. and Mrs. Eugene
R. Clifford of Fond du Lac succeeded Floyd R. Nehls. ¶ Clifford, a newspaper man for the past 20 years,
will be editor and publisher, and Mrs. Clifford, who also has had considerable experience in business, will
be assisting. ¶ The Cliffords are native Hoosiers and both attended school in Indianapolis, Indiana, moving
to Fond du Lac more than 13 years ago. He was city editor of the Daily Commonwealth Reporter. ¶ Mr. and
Mrs. Nehls will remain in their apartment at the rear of the Herald office until the middle of the month, when
they will move into one of the apartments at the National Hotel. ¶ The Herald was established on December
10, 1897, when Frank B. Hand, assisted by J.J. Voemastek, printed the first edition. A few months later, Mr.
Voemastek acquired half interest and became sole owner in 1910. His son, Ray, took over the publication in
1938 and disposed of his interest to Mr. and Mrs. L.L. Arnold in the 1940's. They eventually sold out to the
Nehls.
4/8/1949 (cont) People & Rib Lake ¶ The Cliffords plan no immediate radical changes in The Herald, but will attempt to concentrate on news
Herald (cont)
which is of particular interest to present and former residents of the Rib Lake area, leaving the national and
international news to the daily newspapers. ¶ Eugene Lake, linotype operator and printer, who has been with
the Herald for more than 3 years, will remain with the new publishers..."
4/15/1949

Obituary

Businesses

After a successful career in chiropractic, "Doc" Scharer has
retired and in 2008 resides on the east side of South Harper
Lake

Under Lillian and Eugene, "Geno," Clifford, the Herald rose to
new heights of "folksy" local news, winning many newspaper
awards, and putting up a valiant struggle against declining
advertisements and subscriptions.

GREEN BAY MAN PLANS DEVELOPMENT OF MARSH FOR CRANBERRY PRODUCTION
The plans for Rib Lake cranberry production never came to
"Development of the large section of marshland south and west of Rib Lake for cranberry production seems fruition.
assured, as it is revealed that a Green Bay operator has taken a 120-day option on nearly 300 acres. ¶ John
D. Roberts, of the Northside Cranberry Company, has taken the option from the village, which recently
purchased a portion of the property formerly owned by the RLLC, and from two individuals who own other
property at the site. ¶ The Village Board of Trustees Tuesday night approved the action of the president and
clerk, in closing the deal for the purchase by the village of the lumber company property, which involved
200 acres. The other options are approximately 35 acres owned by Adolph Vlach and 40 acres owned by Ed
Ellison. ¶ The general plan calls for the erection of a dam on the Rib River south of the lake, which not only
will flood the marshland property so that cranberries can be grown there, but also will raise the level of Rib
Lake, a project which has had the support of sportsmen and conservationists for a long time..."
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5/6/1949

Clubs/Orders

TOWN OF SPIRIT ELECTION "Following are the officers elected by Town of Spirit voters last week:
Chairman-Arthur G. Johnson; Supervisors - Harry Evans and Max Scheller; Clerk - Herman Ernest;
Treasurer - Richard A. Marheine; Assessor - Clarence Nyberg; Justice - Edward S. Johnson and Constable Floyd Starr."
RELOCATION OF 102 IS GIVEN APPROVAL - ROUTE IS SURVEYED "Relocation of Highway 102
STH 102 would no longer run down McComb Avenue!
through the Village has been approved by the State Highway Commission, and it is possible that plans may
be completed and the contract awarded within 6 weeks. ¶ Meanwhile, engineers from the division office in
Eau Claire spent about a week surveying the proposed route. ¶ The relocation will be approximately 6,500
feet in length. It will leave the present highway near the Catholic church, go through the old lumber yard,
then turn towards the east and go to the west short of the lake. Then it will follow the old shoreline, crossing
the present highway just west of the new tourist cabins. It will continue to follow the general route of the old
railroad, joining the present highway at a point where the street east and west stretch begins. ¶ The engineer
said that the stakes which they set do not necessarily show the exact route, but that it is approximate."
MILLARD KAPITZ RE-ELECTED CHAIRMAN AS SUPERVISORS OPEN SPRING SESSION "A brief
speech of acceptance was made by Chairman Millard Kapitz, when he was re-elected by the county board
Tuesday….¶ Millard "Satch" Kapitz was re-elected Chairman of the County Board of Supervisors for the
second consecutive term, when the organizational meeting of the new board opened in the Medford
courthouse Tuesday morning. The vote was unanimous when the first official ballot was taken..."
NEW FILTER SYSTEM WILL GIVE TOWN STEADY SUPPLY OF SOFT, CLEAN WATER "When the
new filtration plant goes into operation (and it may be any day now), the Village of Rib Lake will have as
clean and pure water as one could find anyplace. ¶ Work at the plant has progressed to a point where only a
few pieces of equipment are needed to complete the job...¶ It's going to be a foolproof system. The water
will come from Little Rib Lake, but if it should ever become too low, or if the supply there becomes
unsuitable for any other reason, then it will be possible to draw it from the Rib River. The pumping
equipment at the filter plant is operated by electricity, but in case of a power failure there is a "stand in"
gasoline motor ready for emergency duty. ¶ The "new water" will be clean in color, as well as in chemical
compound. Before it goes through the filters it will be mixed with alum, soda ash and clay, which removes
all of the color. The filters remove all impurities and chlorine finishes the job.."
JOHN ECKHOFF APPOINTED TO VILLAGE BOARD POSITION "John Eckhoff, young businessman
and veteran of WWII, was appointed to the Village Board of Trustees Tuesday night. ¶ His term will expire
next spring, as he is filling the unexpired portion of the term of the late Charles M. Dodge."
THE WALT AHLERS BUILD CABINS "Work has been started on the land east of the Blue Royal on
constructing a half dozen overnight tourist cabins, which will be ready for occupancy by Memorial Day,
Walter Ahlers, proprietor, said. ¶ The cabins will be constructed of logs and will have concrete floors. Each
will be 16 x 20 feet. A central bath house and wash room also will be built. ¶ Ahlers said that for the present
he will have only sleeping cabins, but that it may be that he will equip some of them with housekeeping
accommodations later or possibly build some more sometime in the future. They will be open through the
hunting season."
SUNNY SIDE OF THE STREET

WOMEN FORESTERS ELECT "Officers will be elected at a meeting of the Catholic Women's Order of
Foresters Tuesday evening at St. John's Church. They are: Chief Ranger-Lucille Hanson; Vice RangerLeona Mayer; Secretary-Julia Schabel; Treasurer-Emily Niggemann..."

The filtration building stood in the northeast corner of Landall
and Kennedy. Little Rib Lake furnished the Village with
water until approx. 1980, when it was replaced by well water.

The Blue Royal tavern stood on the east side of STH 13 at its
junction with 102. It closed about 1980, when it was bought
by a motorcycle club.

With this edition of The Herald, the new publisher Eugene
"Geno" Clifford began a column entitled Sunny Side of the
Street. Its masthead showed a robin pulling a worm out of the
ground while a smiling sun looked on. Publisher Clifford
eventually had a sign reading "Sunny Side of the Street"
painted, which adorned The Herald office. The sign can still
be seen in 2008 at Zondlo's IGA. The parking lot of that store
is where The Herald office in 1949 stood.

5/13/1949

5/13/1949

5/20/1949

Businesses & Fire FAMOUS "WHITE PINES" TAVERN BUILDING RAZED AS LIGHTNING STRIKES IT "The fire
Along with the Guernsey Farm, a half mile east of Highway
departments from Rib Lake fought a losing battle Thursday night, when flames destroyed the old White
13 on Highway 102, the White Pines for many years served as
Pines tavern building on Highway 13, about a half mile north of its intersection with Highway 102. ¶ The
a house of ill repute.
entire building and all of its contents, except some clothing, were destroyed, as the firemen were unable to
get sufficient water to halt the blaze, which resulted from lightning. ¶ Adolph Olson, who lives in the
building, told fireman there was a sharp bolt of lightning shortly after 8:00 p.m., and the electricity went off.
He went outside, thinking it might be a rifle shot, and then into the basement, and the lights came on. When
he returned to the first floor, he opened the door to the rear room and flames burst out. ¶ Don Thielke,
secretary of the Rib Lake department, said that the fire remained on the inside of the building, a two-story
structure of log and frame construction. The Department used its booster hose, and some of the firemen kept
the tank partially filled by scooping buckets of water out of a nearby creek. ¶ An old structure, the building
had not been used as a tavern for some years."
Spirit
NEWS FROM SPIRIT "By Mrs. Alfred Hollifield, Route 1, Box 98, Ogema, Wis. ¶ In the recent name
contest held by the Spirit Cemetery Association, the name "Spirit Hillcrest Cemetery" was selected as the
best for the burial grounds of that town. Mrs. Frank Komarek, Town of Spirit, submitted the winning names.
Judges who picked the winners were W.D. Rogan, Miss Elizabeth Dunn and Glen Ahle, Sr. ¶ Officers of the
cemetery assocation are Roy Meyer, president; Edgar S. Johnson, vice president; Arthur Johnson, secretary;
Richard Marheine, treasurer; and John Skagenberg, Leo Pearson and Robert Andreae, trustees."
Library

RAMSHACKLE OLD BUILDING PREDECESSOR TO VILLAGE'S MODERN LIBRARY
STRUCTURE "Those kindred spirits, pioneer in progress, which have built the Village of Rib Lake, are
exemplified in the public library, past and present. ¶ Many citizens will recall the grand opening of the
present library building on February 19, 1927, and most just take it for granted today. But to really
appreciate the library, go down by the old railroad tracks and look over the old one. You will have to search
it out, for the weather-beaten, 12 x 30 foot shack that housed our first books at the turn of the century will
not be your idea of a library building. But the faded sign "Free Public Library" is still discernable across the
front, and 5 boarded windows once helped light the way. ¶ The first free public library was established and
maintained by the Twentieth Century Club until the village assumed responsibility and erected the present
structure in 1927. Until vacated, it stood on the site of the now village hall, and was relegated to the tracks
during a serious epidemic and used as a pest house.
5/20/1949 (cont)
Library (cont)
¶ The present modern two-story building, with its ample lawn, 32 large windows and basement meeting
rooms, is a striking contrast to the gray wooden ghost, listing down by the old mill yard. Mrs. Bill Berfield is
now librarian in charge of over 4,000 volumes and periodicals. Mrs. Catherine Kennedy came over from the
old library to be the first librarian of the new. ¶ In 1945, the Rib Lake Library received an unusual honor
through the Wisconsin Library Association. The estate of Clement V. Ritter, Madison, left bequests for 20
small libraries in the state, providing they qualified. Qualifications were based on matching donations raised
by the community and the list of books to be purchased by the library board. The local board, headed by
Mrs. James Upjohn, compiled a satisfactory list of books, and the Commercial and Twentieth Century
Clubs, representing the community, provided the necessary funds to gain a bequest. ¶ The library board is
now composed of Mrs. Upjohn, president; Mrs. Ed Eckhoff, secretary, Mrs. Herman Batzer, treasurer,
Richard Upjohn, trustee for the village and C.W. Spangler, school representative."
5/20/1949
Environment & LUMBER COMPANY THREATENS TO HALT PLANTING BECAUSE DEER RUIN TREES 'The
Businesses
Tigerton Lumber Company, Tigerton, after a planting program of 82,000 trees in two years, has notified
Conservation Director Ernest Swift that unless deer are controlled in northern Waupaca County, it may quit
its reforestration effort. ¶ A.E. Swank of the company declares in his letter to Mr. Swift: "Last fall prior to
the first snow, we made careful examination of our planting with several members of the Conservation
Department, and were pleased to find that we had an exceptionally fine catch and growth of these young
trees. In fact, we estimated close to 90% survival. This spring, however, when we again visited the same
planting, we find we have suffered a very great loss of trees, due to deer damage, and I believe that we can
conservatively estimate the damage to be set at from 25-33% of the total plants..."
5/20/1949
Environment & Rib ROSE BUSHES ARE PRUNED "One of the beauty spots of Rib Lake this summer will be the border of 100
Lake - Village
rose bushes, interspaced with bridal wreath, that stretches along the north shore of Rib Lake east from the
old logging road. ¶ Care of these bushes, well over 5 years old, is sponsored by the Commercial Club and
has been delegated to Joe Pertmer, who is working to clear the beds and ready them for summer blooming.
Mr. Pertmer reports that two readers have already taken notice of this project, and predicts when the roses
are in bloom, they will cause a traffic jam on Highway 102."

Up to 2008, the village has seen three library buildings; the
present library is in the old Clearview School at 655 Pearl
Street. The oldest Rib Lake Library building, as described in
this article, had been moved to a location generally at the
junction of Pearl Street and STH 102; its prior location was at
741 McComb Ave. The second library building stood in the
NE corner of Pearl Street and Landall Ave.

Deer numbers were, and remain, a hot-button matter. Deer eat
seedlings. Their browsing has seriously degraded our
hardwood forest. For poof of this, I invite you to view my
deer exclosure. Built in 2000 by RLHS students, the
exclosure sits along the Nordic Ski & Snowshoe Trail, Section
12, T33, 2E. There you can judge for yourself the difference
in plants protected, and unprotected, from deer mouths.
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6/24/1949

Schools & Forest - PUPILS PLANT FIRST NEW FOREST TREES "First planting of trees on the newly created Rib Lake
School
School Forest was completed last Friday, when a group of high school youngsters, Keith Zintz, agriculture
instructor, and county agent Carl Zoerb, journeyed to the tract. ¶ They planted about 400 Norway pine, 50
spruce and 50 white pine. The trees were 4-year-old transplants. ¶ Zoerb said the forest, a tract of about 80
acres to which the school will acquire title, will serve as a practical library for conservation and
reforestration study. It is located on the "shortcut" road to Westboro, a short distance west of the Harpers
Lake Road. ¶ Formal dedication ceremonies will be held next fall when Wakelin McNeil, state 4-H club
leader, widely known for his "Ranger Mac" radio programs, will be asked to be the principal speaker. ¶ The
planting party said they saw evidence of damage done by deer to the trees planted on the tract several years
ago. The animals have browsed off and ruined about 3/4 of the white pine stand, nipping off the stems of the
young seedlings. Norway pine is not palatable for deer, Zoerb said, but they will eat white pine."
Law & Hunting RIB LAKE MAN IS FINED $100 COSTS ON GAME CHARGE "Fred Mohr of Rib Lake was fined $100
and costs, or 30 days in the county jail, when he was found guilty in the circuit court at Medford Tuesday on
a charge of game law violation. ¶ The defendant was charged specifically with possession on October 29,
1948, of venison taken during the closed season and on a second count of selling venison. ¶ The case was
the first to be tried before the jury when the jury trials were started and required about a half day. It was an
appeal from a previous justice court conviction."
Physicians
DOCTOR TO MOVE OFFICE "Dr. E.H. Carstens is moving his office from the National Hotel to the
Central Hotel. His plan is to have a combined office and living quarters on the main floor there. He will
spend his summers at his Spirit Lake home, but be in town during the winter and thus be able to render
better service."
Environment
TRIO STARTS SNARING LOGS FROM RIB LAKE "Removal of dead-heads from Rib Lake was started
early this week, but by Wednesday the operators reported that their work was slowed by lack of adequate
equipment. ¶ At that time, the men had pulled out and beached about 3 dozen logs, using a wide skow
equipped with an outboard motor, pike poles and chains. ¶ The men - Nick Blennert, Carl Hendrickson and
Vic Meyer - have a contract with the village to remove all of the lumber possible for the value of the timber.
They recently made an agreement with a Merrill lumber man, whereby they were to provide him with a
specified amount of lumber from the lake. The Merrill man furnished the equipment. ¶ The men said
Wednesday that the work is going slowly because so much of the timber is deeply embedded in the mud.
They said their Merrill associate had promised to provide them with a larger boat, equipped with a winch,
which would enable them to work faster. They estimate there are at least 2 million feet of lumber in the lake.
¶ Most of the logs which had been beached by noon Wednesday were hemlock, and they seem to be in
excellent condition."
Rib Lake - Village VILLAGE WITHOUT PRESIDENT: ELMER TAYLOR RESIGNS "Elmer J. Taylor, Village President,
& Politics
resigned Tuesday night. ¶ The Village Board accepted the resignation reluctantly, after the members were
unable to persuade Taylor to continue on the job, even temporarily. ¶ They even unofficially offered him an
increase in compensation of $25 a month in expenses, but Taylor insisted that he could no longer devote
time to the public affairs, because of personal affairs."
Rib Lake Herald EDITORIALS "The business about cleaning up the lake is one which is close to us. All of that surplus
lumber in it makes it resemble one of those flowages, which were created over natural timber. The timber
and lake have supported the community for low, these many years. With the timber gone, there's still the
lake. It's about as pretty a little outfit as anyone would want. With those dead heads out and the level raised,
it would be a surefire drawing card for tourists. ¶ So we say, more power to the men who are removing the
dead heads (and we understand they need it, literally). ¶ As for the dam to raise the water level - if the
Conservation Club members can donate enough time to build a dam at Spirit Lake, what is wrong with the
businessmen and others staging a workfest at the Rib River and getting that job done?"
Agriculture & Mud 80 HAMMERS POUND OUT STACCATO AS NEIGHBORS RAISE JOE F. KAUER BARN "Rome
Lake
wasn't built in a day, but the new barn on the Joseph F. Kauer farm was, when on Saturday last, a crew of
some 80 strong assembled to get the job done. ¶ Woodpeckers for miles around stood with muffled beaks
while they listened to man tap wood for a steady 8 hours. The only break in the course of hammer and saws
came at noon and at five, when Mrs. Kauer and an inspired group of cooks called "Come and Get it." ¶
Perhaps Joe will smile a little at the statement that his barn was built in a day, since he and his son, Billy,
have made the groundwork for the barn an all-winter project. Every splinter of timber was cut from the
Kauer's own land. Then Joe laid the block foundation. A lot of sweat got mixed into the concrete of this 34 x
70 foot foundation, he can tell you. Billy, who wants to enlist in the navy, stayed home this past winter to
give his dad a hand in the project. When he saw these new pine walls gleaming in the sun at the end of last
Saturday, he was rewarded.

The 200-acre Rib Lake School Forest is a jewel. Its lush
hardwood and softwood forests clothe spectacular glacierformed eskers. One mile northwest of the Village of Rib
Lake, it is open for public use and transversed by the Ice Age
National Scenic Trail. My favorite time there is winter; the
Rib Lake Ski & Snowshoe club expertly grooms the 12-mile
Nordic Trail connecting the school lands to the Village.

The two hotels were one block apart - both on Railroad Street.

The new editor, Eugene Clifford, has begun running
"editorials." This is a first for the Herald.

One of the saddest parts of rural Rib Lake life today is the loss
of our barns. Every farm once had at least one of these
wooden edifaces perched on a foundation of local glacial rock.
Perhaps the most unique barn is on the Donald and Catherine
Warner farm in the Town of Greenwood. It was purchased
from the Sears & Roebuck catalog - but manufactured by the
RLLC. The "Sears & Roebuck" barn still stands on the NESE, 32-32-3E.

6/24/1949 (cont) Agriculture & Mud ¶ Faithful friends and neighbors who pitched in on the barn were guided by Joe and Leonard Burger,
Lake (cont)
Wausau, and their crew of Henry Jahnke, Tony Brodjeske, Herman Bunde, Floyd Writz, and Hock
Ellenbecker. Local manpower was provided by William Kauer, Carl Taber, Rueben Franz, Joe Hobl, Tom
Polacek, Joe Quednow, Charles Blaire, Jr., Foster Kaek (sic), Glendon Gerstberger, Charles Knezinek, Fred
Hengst, Kenneth Hein, Norman Kutz, Joe Vilas, Tony Rezutek, Joe Golder, Frank Turba. ¶ Frank Koeffler,
Frank Fuchs, Lawrence Schneider, Ken Wagner, Louis Daus, Fred Freiboth, Tony Quednow, Frank Heindl,
Oliver Lamberty, Mike Schneider, Emil Packenham, Walter Schneider, John Yanko, Norbert Schneider,
Kenneth Posey, Fred Fisher, Anton Kauer, Ray Vlach, Lawrence Van Hecker, Peter H. Kauer, Bob Franz,
Peter B. Kauer, Frank Filas, Joe Kauer, Sr., and Lawrence Schneider, Jr. ¶ Mrs. Kauer was ably assisted with
cooking by Mrs. Anna Schneider, Mrs. Anne Packenham, Mrs. Catherine Lamberty, and Mrs. Agnes Hobl.
The girls who waited tables were Donna Lamberty, Patsy Schneider, Doris Kauer and Adeline Thums. "Oh,
my, but I'm glad it's all over", said Mrs. Kauer, and there was a large chorus of "Amen!"."
6/30/1949
Politics
LEON OLSON IS PRESIDENT "Leon Olson, hardware merchant, was elected president of the Village
Board at the meeting Tuesday night. ¶ The board had completed its routine business and apparently was
ready to adjourn, when somebody reminded Dick Upjohn, acting president, that a new leader should be
elected. After a brief informal discussion, the group telephoned Olson. When he arrived, Upjohn formally
offered him the post, and he accepted..."
7/21/1949
Environment
THOUSANDS OF FISH DEAD AS RIB LAKE WATER GETS WARM "Low, warm water in Rib Lake
late last week led to the death of at least 3,000 suckers, which surged up around the mouth of Copper Creek
in a fruitless effort to reach cool, oxygenated water. ¶ The situation apparently cleared early this week,
however, when high winds stirred up the lake and the cooler weather was instrumental in cooling off the
water. ¶ Wesly Steil, maintenance superintendent, said the village crew buried about 1,600 fish and returned
Monday to bury almost as many. Warden John Marcon of Medford was in touch with the situation, but
apparently there was nothing that could be done artificially to prevent the loss. Copper Creek empties into
the lake on the east side, just south of the cemetery. ¶ Proponents of the plan to build a dam to raise the level
of the lake assert that the loss of the large amount of fish is just another argument for quick action. Had the
lake been at a proper level, the suckers would not have died, they claim."
7/28/1949
Environment
NEW LOG PULLING OUTFIT WILL SEEK TO CLEAR WATERS "A new log removal project was
shaping up Wednesday and was expected to start pulling dead heads out of Rib Lake before the end of the
week. ¶ The equipment includes a large log raft, equipped with an empty oil barrel, powered by an
automobile motor and is equipped with a hand winch for dislodging and raising the water-soaked logs. ¶
Gilbert Schnelle, a new operator, Nick Blennert and Vic Meyer were making final adjustments to the motor
and other equipment, after a test done Tuesday indicated that the winch would do the job..."
8/4/1949
Environment
REMOVAL OF LOGS FROM LAKE HALTED AFTER SHORT TRY "Removal of logs from Rib Lake
was halted again early this week, at least temporarily, when the operators told members of the Village Board
they were ready to throw in the sponge, because they could not find enough logs to make the venture
profitable..."
8/11/1949
Businesses
PARKEN FIRST CHOICE IN DAIRY PRODUCTS….[This was the lead sentence of an ad.]

8/18/1949

Roads

8/18/1949

Environment

INTERESTING EXPERIMENT IS MADE ON CTH C "An experiment in gravel road treatment, which will
be watched widely by highway men, is being conducted by the County Highway Dept. on CTH C from
Zondlo's corner 4 miles south. ¶ The experiment is the application of papermill waste to the gravel road,
which is expected to act as a binder and filler. ¶ The waste, which is secured from a papermill at Park Falls,
is a liquid containing 12% solids, part of which is sugar. The process used was to scrape the road and
smooth it off thoroughly, then apply the liquid direct from large sprinkler tanks..."
GILBERT SCHNELLE IS PLUGGING ON LOGS "Working steadily by himself, Gilbert Schnelle has
removed approximately 100 logs from Rib Lake. He estimates that one pile, which has been put on his yard
near the lake shore, will yield about 5,000 feet of lumber. There are another 30 or 40 logs at the lake shore,
ready to be pulled out by a tractor and stacked. ¶ He is using an oil barrel raft, equipped with a winch, for
pulling the logs out of the mud and then tows them over to the shore with an outboard motor boat. ¶ He isn't
too enthusiastic about the proposition, as the logs are hard to find. Occasionally, he says, he comes upon
several together, but in most instances, it is a hit-and-miss proposition, prodding into the mud at the bottom
of the lake with a pike pole."

Leon W. Olson, d/b/a Olson Hardware, ran and owned the
northernmost of the two large McComb Avenue hardware
stores from 1944 to 1956. In 2008, the site is the Genesis
Youth Center, 818 McComb Ave.

This is the latest chapter in the ongoing saga of trying to
recover water-soaked logs left in Rib Lake from the lumbering
days.

The Parken Dairy of Marshfield, Wis, advertised milk for sale
in half gallon wax paper containers. I remember studying one
of the containers in 1957 and finding English was used on two
sides, the third was written in German and the fourth side
written in Polish. The Parken Dairy served all of Taylor
County, including the heavily Polish west side.
It was a joke to call this road binder "pickle juice." I would
rate this experiment successful. For several weeks after
application, this sticky stuff kept roads free of of the billowing
clouds of dust, otherwise following each vehicle. But, thank
God for asphalt.

8/25/1949

Obituary

8/25/1949 (cont)

Obituary (cont)

8/25/1949

Politics & Rib Lake
- Village

8/25/1949 (cont) Politics & Rib Lake
- Village (cont)

8/25/1949 (cont) Politics & Rib Lake
- Village (cont)

8/25/1949 (cont) Politics & Rib Lake
- Village (cont)

8/25/1949

Spirit

JOHN SCHAACK, VETERAN RURAL CARRIER, IS DEAD "John H. Schaack, 79, veteran resident of
the community and for many years a rural mail carrier, died last Friday at his home in Chicago. ¶ F.P.
Schaack, cashier at the Rib Lake bank, was called to Chicago for his father's funeral. The elder Schaack had
retired from the mail service in 1934 and had lived in Chicago since 1944. ¶ Mr. Schaack was born August
14, 1870, and was married in Chicago in 1893 to Miss Christine Stumps. They came to Rib Lake in 1897
and homesteaded on a farm 2-1/2 miles east of the village. He was one of the pioneers of the Town of Rib
Lake; there were few roads through the forest land in the area then. ¶ As the land was gradually cleared and
farming started, the roads were built. In 1903, Mr. Schaack operated a rural 4th class post office at his farm,
and in 1907 the post office was closed and Mr. Schaack was appointed rural carrier. ¶ He first delivered mail
by horse and buggy, then on a motorcycle, and later with an automobile. The route had only about 50
patrons when it was started. ¶ In 1918 the family moved into the village...
¶ Survivors include the widow, and 10 children, Francis Schaack, Rib Lake; George Schaack, Tomahawk;
John N. Schaack, Milwaukee; Agnes Shepard, Milwaukee; AnnMarie Rice, Elizabeth Meyers, Catherine
Sues, Edward Schaack, Margaret Vanek, and William Schaack, all of Chicago..."
TRUSTEES CONSIDER STATE AUDIT OF VILLAGE BOOKS "The matter of the state audit of village
books was taken up by the Board of Trustees Tuesday night, and after a somewhat heated discussion, the
matter was delayed until the next meeting. President Leon Olson suggested that a state audit should be made
at a special meeting on August 12, and the matter was discussed informally then. No mention of the matter
was made in the Herald because reference to it was expunged from the minutes. ¶ At the meeting Tuesday
night, Clerk Frank Becker reported that a representative of the State Audit Department had contacted him
but was unable to estimate the cost of an audit unless the exact type of an audit and the time it should cover
was given. ¶ Becker said that he felt that the audit should be made, and as soon as possible, as he and the
Village Treasurer would be the principal individuals involved. He pointed out, however, that such an audit
no doubt would reveal that several present and former members of the board were guilty of technical
violations, inasmuch as they sold merchandise in excess of $100 a year to the village or school system or
both.
¶ BECKER DEMANDS AUDIT "I demand the audit be made - I am not afraid of my records, and I want it
to go clear through the 25 years I have been clerk," Becker said. ¶ He added that the state had told him an
audit probably could not be made before next year. Becker reiterated, however, that it should be made in the
next 30 days. ¶ Trustee Elmer Radtke said he believed that those desiring the audit had not given any
thought to the cost. ¶ President Olson said he wanted the audit made, as he felt that the books should be
cleared for any business institution when a new executive takes over.
¶ TAYLOR CHARGES BIAS "Elmer Taylor, former Village President, who was present, told the board that
he, too, would welcome an audit. ¶ "I have been accused of getting money from the village and even warned
that I had better be ready to go to Medford to court," he said. "I have had nothing to do with the books or the
money." ¶ Taylor said that political enemies had questioned his employment as an inspector, by the
engineering firm, when the sewer and water systems were being installed. ¶ "The whole thing is directed
towards me because I was hired by the engineering firm," he said...
¶ COST TO BE LEARNED "President Olson said he couldn't understand why the board had failed to secure
enough money from sewer and water revenue bonds to pay for the system and felt that the expense of the
audit was justified, in view of the fact that the expenditures were at least $40,000 more than the original
estimate." (emphasis added)
"Neighborly folks from three of the county townships gathered at the Spirit Town Hall last Saturday for their
annual 4-H club fair for Spirit, Hill and Ogema townships. ¶ Hundreds of visitors attended the program,
which opened in the morning with cattle judging, and ended late in the evening with an entertainment
provided by the participating 4-H club members...¶ George Oman, Route 1, Brantwood, is President of the
Fair Association; Roy Lind, Vice President; and George Swanson, Secretary-Treasurer. ¶ The evening
program included motion pictures, community singing, a playlet by Knox Mills Club, folk dances by the
Pinewood Club, a piano solo by Janet Lundgren, recitation by Paul Nelson, a playlet by Clara, Mira and
Joyce from the Hillbillies, a song by Lillian and Terry Johnson of the Willing Workers; recitation by Donald
Johnson, folk dances by the Busy Beavers, and a duet by two Rib Lake High Schools boys, Richard
Fjeldheim and Palmar Blomberg."

The Schaack farm and post office stood on the SE-SW,
20T33-3E, one-half mile west of present STH 102 and Peche
Drive.

Frank L. Becker ran what is now the Bird's Nest Tavern from
1944-1962, 729 McComb Ave. Simultaneously, he served as
the highly respected village clerk. ¶ Becker's audit comments
probably referred to former Village of Rib Lake President
Elmer Taylor. Taylor ran several local businesses, including
Taylor Hardware. The accusation, which I do not know to be
true or false, was that Taylor worked to have the Village
Board (of which Taylor was president) to buy merchandise
valued at over $100 from Taylor's Hardware Store, contrary to
state conflict of interest statutes.

See subsequent Herald articles to see how it all worked.

The Busy Beavers and the Willing Workers were two of the
active 4-H clubs involved. ¶ Knox Mills is a Town of Spirit
logging ghost town. For photos and its story, read "Ghosts in
the Forest," a book published by the Wisconsin Forest History
Association.

8/25/1949

9/1/1949

9/15/1949

11/10/1949

11/10/1949

12/8/1949

12/8/1949

Spirit & People

NEWS FROM SPIRIT "Thomas H. Kring, believed to be the oldest resident of Price County, celebrated his
98th birthday recently at his home in the Town of Spirit. ¶ Three sons, Hiram, Egbert and Vernon, and four
daughters, Elsie, Emma, Gertrude and Grace, and their families, helped him celebrate. ¶ Mr. Kring was born
in Belview, Canada, province of Ontario. Upon his arrival in the United States, he worked as a logging
cruiser and a river driver, and in 1883 established his homestead in the Town of Spirit, which is located on
CTH D two miles north of STH 86. ¶ At the time he served as town chairman of the Spirit-Hill townships,
he was instrumental in laying out the first roads in the area. Kring has also served as school clerk, a member
of the school board, and is still an active member of Odd Fellows Lodge. ¶ The spry old gentleman still
spends much of his time fishing and listening to news broadcasts in order to keep up on the world affairs.
Although he now makes use of a cane to get around, Mr. Kring points out that he has never been seriously
ill. Being an outdoor sportsman also is part of the old pioneer's career. At the age of 86, he shot his last
deer."
Businesses
NEW WHEY PLANT "Operation of the new whey drying plant at the Rib Lake Dairy Company
Cooperation plant was expected to get underway late Wednesday. ¶ The plant will be housed in the new 36 x
60-foot concrete addition which has been erected on the east side of the present factory. ¶ The dried whey
will be sold as animal food, and for the time being, only whey from the Rib Lake plant will be processed
here."
Hunting & Camp 5 "The subject of whether five alleged open wells near old Camp 5 of the RLLC might endanger hunters this
year was kicked around by the Fish & Game Association. The presence of the wells was called to their
attention in an unsigned letter. Several members claim there never were five wells at the camp, and if so,
they've since been filled up. The club decided that the average hunter should be alert enough not to fall into
them, if they do exist. Let's hope so. We don't need that kind of news."
Businesses
BLENNERT'S GARAGE "Blennert's Garage, now located in Golob Building (3 buildings north of our
former location). Wrecker and towing service. Welding, motor overhaul and repairs on all makes at
reasonable prices. Signed John Blennert, proprietor."

Spirit &
Businesses

HOLLY'S STONE LAKE RESORT "Grand opening (formerly Hopper's Resort). Sunday, November 13,
1949. Free beer and lunch, 9-10, Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Holly, proprietors."

The flourishing Rib Lake Dairy building stood in the
southwest corner of Elm Street and State Road. See the 1926
Sanborn map, labeled there as "Rib Lake Cooperative
Creamery."
The type of well being referred to was dug by pick and shovel.
You can see an open well at the McGillis pine camp on the
Rib Lake Ski & Snowshoe (Nordic) Trail. The old, hand-dug
well is in Sec. 13, T33N-R2E.
The Golob building was located at 835 McComb Ave.; in
2008 the site of Gerstberger Rib Lake Florist. The ad
indicates that John Blennert had moved his place of business
which had been behind Joe Lilly's gas station in Block C, Lot
5 of McComb's Racing Park Addition.
This resort stood on the east shore of Stone Lake. It consisted
of a bar and a boat livery. It was typical of the dozens of small
operations that dotted area lakes at the time. By 2008, just
about all of them have closed.

Obituary & RLLC WILLIAM LEMKE FUNERAL SERVICE HELD MONDAY "Funeral services for William C. Lemke, 66,
a veteran lumber company foreman, were held Monday afternoon at the Methodist Church. ¶ It was a large
funeral, as Mr. Lemke had spent all of his adult life in this village and during all of that time had been
employed by the RLLC. ¶ Pallbearers were those with whom he had associated for many years - Herbert and
Fred Curran, Tracy M. Berfield, Arthur Schultz, Albert Prahl and C.R. Claussen. ¶ Mr. Lemke was born
June 1883 in Frankfurt, Germany, and came to this country with his parents when he was a baby. The
family moved to Rib Lake about 55 years ago. He was employed by the lumber company at an early age and
was yard foreman when the company ceased operations. ¶ He was married on August 8, 1911, to the former
Esther Gummo, who survives him.."
Forest, County
10 YEARS AGO "The county has bought 5,000 acres of land for its [county] forest from the Soo line."
Unfortunately, the vast majority of the Rib Lake Herald
published during the 1930's are lost. This small article
recounts the enlargement of the Taylor County forest in the
Town of Rib Lake, which by 2008 has grown to about 18,000
productive acres. The Soo Line railroad had fallen heir to
lands originally granted to its predecessor - the Wisconsin
Central Railway - by way of a federal land grant.

12/15/1949

12/15/1949
(cont)

12/22/1949

12/22/1949

12/29/1949

12/29/1949

Roads & Rib Lake - PROPERTY ALONG NEW ROAD WILL NOT BE FOR SALE "If you are planning to put up a hot dog
Village
stand or filling station by the side of the new highway 102 in the south part of the village, you'd better look
for a new location. ¶ Although they took no formal action, members of the Village Board of Trustees last
night made it clear that there will be no dinky business establishment along the road through the old lumber
yard. ¶ President Olson reported that several prospective merchants have approached him with a plea to sell
them a lot from the village-owned property along the new right-of-way. Olson gave them no satisfaction he's convinced that any small business establishments there would merely clutter up the landscape. The
legitimate merchants on Main Street [McComb Ave.] - no "Johnny come latelies" should get the business, if
any, of the touring public, he thinks.
Roads & Rib Lake - ¶ The business angle, of course, is incidental. The real point is that the village can retain the old lumber
Village (cont)
company property, plant it with trees (and where is a better place to plant trees than a lumber yard?) so that
it may be used as a resting place for the weary wayfarer. ¶ The present board can't commit a future board,
but as long as the president village fathers sit at the head of the table, there will be no root beer or hamburger
stands, gas stations or mink farms along that highway. ¶ Speaking of mink farms, the trustees were informed
by Clerk Becker that there is no ordinance prohibiting mink farms in the village. In fact, there are some here
now."
Obituary
MATHIAS HOHL'S FUNERAL SERVICE HELD IN CHURCH "Funeral services were held at St. John the
Baptist Catholic Church for Mathias Hohl, 85, a resident of the community for the past 40 years, who died
Saturday morning at the homestead on Wellington Lake Road southwest of the village. ¶ Burial was in the
Catholic Cemetery at Greenwood. The Rev. F.A. Stock conducted the services. Pallbearers were Buddy,
Francis and Ambrose Hohl, Ray Schlosser, Regis Niggemann and Ray McGuire. ¶ A native of Germany,
Mr. Hohl came to the United States when he was 18 years old and lived in Waterloo, Indiana, until he came
to Rib Lake 42 years ago. He was married at Waterloo in 1888. Mrs. Hohl died in 1935. Since his retirement
from active farming several years ago, he had continued to live at the old home with his son, Ben. ¶
Surviving are two daughters, Mrs. Margaret Doemling of Chicago, and Mrs. Monica Semandel of Stratford;
four sons, Ben and Frank, Rib Lake; Wilfred of Chicago; and Vincent of Prentice..."
Clubs/Orders
EASTERN STAR ELECT "Three Rib Lake residents were named officers of the Medford chapter, Order of
the Eastern Star, at a meeting held there last week. Rib Lake has no Eastern Star chapter, but there are a
number of members of the Medford chapter of the Order who live here. ¶ Ed Prien of the village was elected
worthy patron, Ernest Sunderlin, associate patron, and Mrs. Ruth Sunderlin, associate matron. ¶ Other
officers named were Mrs. Ione Curran, worthy matron; Mrs. Thelma Hodge, secretary; Hilda Peterson,
conductress; Mrs. N.L. Ruesch, associate conductress, and E.B. Elvitt, trustee for three years...."
Utilities
VILLAGE BOARD DECIDES ON $1.50 SEWAGE FEE "Use of the new village sewage system will cost
the average family $1.50 a month and the first quarterly sewage bills, as well as the first quarterly water
bills, will go about January 5…The big users are the Rib Lake Dairy plant and the Tlusty Bottling Plant.
The committee will meet with officials of the firm and work out an equitable charge. ¶ Hotels or apartment
buildings, where more than one family lives, will also be charged more than the family living in a single unit
building..."
Businesses
HAPPY NEW YEAR 1950 FROM THE FOLLOWING BUSINESS FIRMS APPEARING ON THIS PAGE
"1. Consolidated Insurance Agency, Satch Kapitz and Frannie Schaack. 2. Rib Lake Bakery, John McRae,
proprietor. 3. Dr. R.G. Mauch, Dentist. 4. Cliff's Service Station, Mobil Oil and gas. 5. The Sport Shop, Mr.
and Mrs. John Haas. 6. Gene's Variety Store, Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Schlais. 7. Jerry's Shoe Service, Mr. &
Mrs. Gerald Dewsz. 8. Helen Herrem of Good Food. 9. Ma Dodge's Cafe, Mrs. Nettie Dodge. 10. Tlusty
Beverage and Bottling Co., George G. Tlusty. 11. Gamble's Store, Ed Prien, owner. 12. The Coffee Shop,
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Daniels. 13. Don's Bar, Don & Al Eggert. 14. Schlais' Clothing Store, Mr. & Mrs. Henry
Schlais. 15. Don's Dry Cleaners, Mr. & Mrs. Donald Theilke. 16. Bud's Tavern, John Freeck, proprietor. 17.
Bogumill Locker Plant, Mr. & Mrs. Peter Bogumill. 18. Mikul Brothers, lumber dealers. 19. Dr. E.H.
Carstens. 20. Harper Lake Resort, Ervin & Ruth Stelling. 21. Art's D-X Service, Art Schultz, proprietor
(where Highway 102 turns east). 22. Herman Batzer, agent, Standard Oil Company. 23. Becker's Tavern,
Mr. & Mrs. Frank L. Becker.

The Village had taken title to the former RLLC dry yard
between McComb Ave. and Kennedy Street. The rerouted
STH 102 was being built through that land in 1949.

The same edition of the Herald indicated that the Village was
applying for a federal grant to construct a sewage disposal
plant.

This is a list of all of the Rib Lake area merchants and
business people advertising in a composite, end-of-the-year
ad.

12/29/1949
(cont)

12/29/1949
(cont)

Businesses (cont) 24. Blennert's Garage, John Blennert, proprietor. 25. Tauber's Tavern, Frank Tauber. 26. Menning's
Barbershop, Louis Menning. 27. Niggemann's Dairy. 28. Olson Hardware, Leon Olson, proprietor. 29. Little
Bohemia Bowling & Bar, Millard Kapitz. 30. Andy Zondlo, cattle buyer. 31. Smock's Store, Mr. & Mrs.
Chester Smock, general trucking. 32. Herman the blacksmith, Herman Smith, proprietor. 33. Holly's Resort
on Stone Lake, Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Holly. 34. The Blue Royal, insections Hwy 13 and 102, Walter Ahlers,
proprietor. 35. Tilch's Tavern, Bernard Tilch on Hwy C. 36. Ed Lamont, dealer in livestock. 37. Curran's
Standard Service, Herb Curran. 38. Zielke's Store, general merchandise, Harold Zielke. 39. Little Bohemia
Cafe, Josie Bertagnoli. 40. 102 Tavern, Adolph Vlach. 41. Taylor Funeral Service, Elmer Taylor. 42. Rib
Lake Beauty Shop, Jeanette McLees. 43. Rib Lake Dairy Company Cooperative. 44. The Lakeside on
beautiful Rib Lake, Mr. & Mrs. Southwell Rosenfeldt. 45. Don Taylor, automotive supplies. 46. Zondlo's
Ballroom & Bar, George
Businesses (cont) & Frank Zondlo. 47. Spirit Lake Tavern, Fred "Fritz" & Evelyn Mielke. 48. Sunny Hill Food Market, Ralph
Ingeborg & Richard Fjeldheim. 49. Clarence Nelson, general merchandise, Spirit, Wis. 50. The Maple
Knoll, overlooking Spirit Lake, Emily Kelm. 51. South Side Garage, Bernard Cihasky, proprietor. 52.
National Hotel, John & Phyllis Dolezalek. 53. Frank Gacek, electrified concertina. 54. Heindl's Clover Farm
Store, Jerry Heindl, proprietor. 55. Gustafson Lumber Company, Carl Marschke. 56. Rib Lake Roller Mills,
Victor Kohn. 57. Lake Superior District Power Company and Ready kilowatt. 58. Upjohn & Son Drugs,
Richard Upjohn. 59. New Lake Theatre, Mr. & Mrs. Louis Bednarek and Junior. 60. Seidel's Food Store,
George Seidel. 61. The Pine Tree Pavilion, Mr. & Mrs. Art Grosskreuz, Chelsea, Wis. 62. William A.
Gessert, cattle buyer."

1950
1/19/1950

1/26/1950

2/2/1950

2/9/1950

Harper Lake

CUTTING ICE ON HARPER "One of the few remaining ice-cutting outfits in these parts was put in
operation at Harper Lake recently by Irv Stelling and George Seidel, in order to provide ice for the Harper
Lake Resort and Seidel's cottages. The machine, which cuts the huge cakes, is shown [in a connected
photograph published in the Herald] in operation here. Urho Carlson is the gent who is guiding it at the rear,
and Irv and George are pulling from the front."
Fire & Westboro WESTBORO LIABLE FOR FIRE TRUCK EXPENSE, RULING "Liability for the cost of the Rib Lake
Volunteer Fire Department's fruitless efforts to save the White Pines establishment from destruction by fire
last May, lies with the Town of Westboro. ¶ This was the tenor of a letter from the legal department of the
Wisconsin Legal Municipalities, received and read to the Village Board of Trustees at the monthly meeting.
¶ The Westboro Town Board had questioned the bill submitted to it by the fire department, on the theory
that no town official had summoned the fire department. At that time Westboro had no fire protection - a
volunteer department since has been organized and is in operation. ¶ The opinion said that the state law is
specific that a local unit which does not have fire protection, is responsible for the "reasonable value of the
service" rendered by a fire department from another governmental unit when it is called, regardless of who
summons it..."
Spirit & Obituary DEATH COMES TO MRS. A. ANDREAE, PIONEER OF SPIRIT "Mrs. Emily Andreae, member of a
pioneer Spirit family, died Tuesday at the Sacred Heart Hospital in Tomahawk. ¶ Funeral services will be
held at 2:00 p.m. in the Zion German Lutheran Church at Spirit. Burial will be in the Spirit Hillcrest
Cemetery. ¶ The former Emily Hadel was born in Germany on Jan. 14, 1876, and came to this country with
her family when she was 13 years old. The family settled in Spirit and after her marriage to Arthur Andreae,
they operated a large farm on Highway 102 for many years. Mr. Andreae was fatally injured when he lost
control of his truck on the Harper Lake Road October 20, 1934. ¶ Mrs. Andreae was a member of the
German Church and of the Ladies Aid Society. ¶ Surviving are three sons, Robert, Clarence and Edward, all
of Spirit; two daughters, Mrs. Florence Bass and Mrs. Alice Tipler, both of Madison; a sister, Mrs. Richard
Andreae, Spirit; 14 grandchildren and one great-grandchild."
Obituary
EDWARD J. SYNNOTT ONLY VICTIM IN RAIL ACCIDENT "Funeral services were held in St. James
Catholic Church, Wausau, at 9:00 a.m. for Edward J. Synnott, 56, prominent Rib Lake lumberman, who was
fatally injured last Thursday in a railroad wreck near Saukville, Wis. ¶ Pallbearers were Henry Mathias of
Rib Lake, and Robert Struck, Mel Cross, Paul Belke, Sheldon Christianson and Robert Elliott. ¶ Mr. Synnott
was born March 9, 1893 in the Town of Texas, Marathon County, the son of the late Matthew and Marie
Sweeney Synnott. He had been in the lumber business all of his life and in 1935 came to Rib Lake, where he
was employed as a timber cruiser and woods foreman for the RLLC until it ceased operations. ¶ After the
Rib Lake mill closed, Mr. Synnott was appointed consulting engineer for the Ford Motor Car Company, to
make a survey looking toward the abandonment of their logging and lumber operations, principally in
Michigan. He made his headquarters in Ironwood, but went to Dearborn frequently on business..."

Take a look at the December, 1926, Sanborn map of the
Village to see how ice storage houses once dotted the Village.
The Sanborn map is Doc. #11159-11159S.

Ed Synnott was the last RLLC "Walking Boss." This was a
vital job: to make sure the mill never ran out of logs. The
proper name for the job was woods superintendent.

2/9/1950

VILLAGE MAY BE WITHOUT TRAINS, CLUB IS WARNED "That Rib Lake may soon be a village
without even a railroad was revealed to members of the Commercial Club Tuesday night by Orrin R.
Reistad, Soo Line depot agent. ¶ The Soo Line management has notified him that it plans to petition the
Interstate Commerce Commission for authority to abandon the Rib Lake-Chelsea line. Once permission is
granted, the tracks will be torn up and the village will have to rely on trucks for its freight service. ¶ Reistad
reported that there was no question about the line's operation when the lumber mill was in operation. During
1949, however, he said incoming freight, all in carloads, amounted to only about 11 cars a month. During
the same period only 8 carloads have been shipped out of the village. ¶ A loss of the railroad, he said, would
affect all citizens of the village. In previous similar instances, he claimed, truck freight rates, ordinarily
competitive, have risen once the railroad has stopped operations. Loss of the line would especially affect
such business firms as the lumber yard, which probably would have to truck lumber, coal and other materials
from Chelsea, he said."
2/23/1950
Law & Greenwood TWO HELD ON GAME CHARGES AFTER 5 MILE WILD CHASE "Victor Meyer, Town of Greenwood,
and Clyde Holmes, Perkinstown, will face game law charges at Neillsville next Monday as a result of their
arrest following an automobile chase by Warden John Marcon. ¶ The men, charged specifically with having
the carcas of a beaver in their possession during the closed season, will appear in circuit court at Neillsville.
¶ They pleaded not guilty when arraigned before a justice at Neillsville Tuesday afternoon, and were
released on $100 bonds. The car, owned by Meyer, was seized and is being held by the Conservation Dept.,
to be used as an exhibit at the trial. ¶ Early Monday the two men were chased by a Jackson County warden
who suspected them of trapping illegally. The trapping season did not open until Wednesday. The other
warden notified Marcon that the car driven by the men would be coming north, by way of Abbotsford.
2/23/1950 (cont) Law & Greenwood ¶ Marcon parked his car at Abbotsford and waited for the car. The men apparently saw the warden's car and
(cont)
started west on Highway 29. Marcon followed and reported his speed exceeded 80 miles an hour before he
overtook them. The chase lasted over 5 miles and shortly before the warden's car drew even, he saw a large
object thrown from the speeding vehicle. The warden said he marked the spot in his mind. ¶ When
questioned, the men denied illegal trapping. Having identified both the men, who were well known to him,
Marcon returned down the road about a half mile and picked up a 49-pound beaver which he found at the
spot he had marked. ¶ Marcon secured warrants for the defendants the following day and served them on
Holmes and then Meyer at his home. ¶ There was some argument when Marcon asked Meyer to turn the
keys of his car over, and the warden admitted that he struck Meyer twice. The keys were then given to him."
3/2/1950
Businesses
RIB LAKE DAIRY STOCKHOLDERS AND ANNUAL MEETING "Mitchell Krings of Hawkins was reelected president of the Rib Lake Dairy Company Cooperative at the annual meeting. ¶ Eldred W. Winger,
Lublin, was named vice president. Other directors chosen by the stockholders are H.F. Gripentrog,
Marshfield; Cliff Wettereau, Dorchester; and O.R. Thompson, Rib Lake. ¶ The manager reported that
approximately 30 persons are employed at the Rib Lake plant at the present time, including about 20 in the
wrapping department, where some 2 million pounds of rindless American cheddar cheese is wrapped each
year. ¶ Other operations in the local factory are the cheese making and whey drying operation. A second
whey dryer was installed in the local plant and is now in operation. The Rib Lake plant now has
approximately 175 patrons."
3/23/1950
Law
WARRANTS EXPECTED ON ILLEGAL BEAVER COUNTS - BULLETIN! "Warden John Marcon of
Medford pleaded not guilty when arraigned before Justice of the Peace Frank Yanko Wednesday night on an
assault and battery charge and was released on bond. Complainant was Vic Meier (sic), Town of
Greenwood, whom Marcon admits he struck recently after demanding Meier's car keys in confiscating it. ¶
The car later was returned to Meier, who is awaiting trial, with Clyde Holmes, Perkinstown, on a charge of
illegal possession of a beaver carcass. Marcon claimed Meyer or Holmes threw a beaver from the window of
their speeding car as he was chasing it on Highway 29 west of Abbotsford, two days before the beaver
season opened. ¶ Marcon told the Herald Wednesday night that he felt he was justified in striking Meyer."
3/30/1950

Businesses &
Railroad - Wis.
Central

Obituary

FUNERAL HELD FOR MRS. TAYLOR, 69, PIONEER RESIDENT "Funeral services were to be held at
St. John's Lutheran Church this afternoon at 2:00 for Mrs. Bertha Taylor, 69, member of an early Rib Lake
family, who died Sunday night at the home of her daughter, Mrs. Marvin Trantow, in Wisconsin Rapids. ¶
Mrs. Taylor was the mother of Elmer J. Taylor of the village and the widow of John Taylor, early Rib Lake
hardware dealer. ¶ Pallbearers were three sons and three sons-in-law, Elmer J. Taylor, Arthur E. Taylor,
Merrill Funeral Director; and Everett Taylor, Wisconsin Rapids Funeral Director; Carl Zielke, Madison;
Carl Schieb, Minocqua; Marvin Trantow of Wisconsin Rapids. ¶ Mrs. Taylor, nee Batzer, was born in
Germany on July 1, 1880, and came to the United States with her family when she was three years old. They
lived in Gillett for several years and then moved to Rib Lake. She was married to Mr. Taylor in 1900...

In 1950 the Gustafson Lumber Company conducted a retail
lumber yard operation under the management of Carl
Marschke. Its buildings were just south of then STH 102
where, in 2008, the recycling center stands. A railroad spur
track can still be seen, as of 2008, crossing the cement
highway [state road] at that point. Those steel rails are the last
authentic, visible remnant of Rib Lake's rich railroad era,
1883-1951.

RPR has a tape recording of Vic Meyer from his interview
with Vic in 1981. Vic was a cheerful, animated chap living
just south of Highway M in the Town of Greenwood. He
loved nothing more than outfoxing, outrunning and outwitting
the game warden, but, crime does not pay; Vic Meyer was
sentenced to Waupun State Prison - the only man in

Wisconsin history sent to prison for game violations. The
sentencing judge was Circuit Judge G.N. Risjord, who said he
had "no choice" but to incarcerate Meyer in prison - as
opposed to county jail - given Meyer's long, repetitive game
violations.

The historical section of the Herald revealed "The Rib Lake
Butter & Cheese Company will start making cheese on April
1, 1920."

Justice of the Peace Frank Yanko was a Rib Lake resident.
Each community, including the Village of Rib Lake, had a
Justice of the Peace. Mr. Yanko conducted court as needed in
the village hall. By 1972 the position of Justice of the Peace
had been abolished in all Taylor County communities. Its
responsibilities were transferred to the county court. The
position of Justice of the Peace was an elected position.

3/30/1950 (cont)

4/6/1950

4/6/1950

Obituary (cont)

¶ Surviving are her three sons, three daughters, Mrs. Trantow (Myrtle), Mrs. Carl Schieb (Viola), Minocqua;
and Mrs. Carl Zielke (Anita), Madison; and two brothers, Gust Batzer of Gillett, and Herman Batzer, Rib
Lake; and a sister, Mrs. William Radtke, Rib Lake. There are also 13 grandchildren."
Church - Lutheran - RELIGIOUS MURALS ADORN LUTHERAN CHURCH WALL "Outstanding feature of the redecoration
St. John's
of St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church completed recently, is three colorful murals on the south wall
executed by Walter Kuse, Medford artist. The murals are a memorial gift from the Taylor family honoring
their mother, the late Mrs. Bertha Taylor, early Rib Lake resident, who was buried from the church last
week. ¶ Artist Kuse has selected three beautiful groupings for the archway framing the altar recess. Centered
above the altar is the figure of Christ in the Ascension. To the worshippers' left are the group of His disciples
and to the right, two angels. ¶ Mr. Kuse, who last year received a Wisconsin rural artist award, had
previously done murals, on a smaller scale, for St. Peter's Evangelical Lutheran Church of Greenwood and
obviously has a special skill for capturing the breadth and beauty of religious themes."

WARDEN MARCON IS ACQUITTED ON ASSAULT CHARGES "It took a jury of 6 men only about 5
minutes to acquit Warden John Marcon on assault and battery charges last Thurday night. ¶ Trial of the case
in which Victor Meyer, Town of Greenwood, was the complainant, was held before Justice Frank Yanko
and a capacity crowd of interested spectators in the village hall. ¶ Members of the jury were Elmer Taylor,
Carl Seidel, Walter Freiberg, William Berfield, Ed Martin and Ed Thums. ¶ Involved were the facts
concerning an altercation between the warden and Meyer on Feb. 11, when the officer went to Meyer's home
to arrest him for illegal possession of a beaver in closed season...¶ Marcon said he planned to take Meyer
and Clyde Holmes, Perkinstown, faced with the same charge, to Neillsville for arraignment. ¶ He said he
instructed Meyer to give him the keys to his car, as he meant to hold it as evidence until the case was
disposed of. He said Meyer, who previously had declared he would "shoot the tires off" before he would
allow anyone to take the car, reached for the keys then turned around in a suspicous manner.
4/6/1950 (cont)
Law (cont)
The warden said he then struck Meyer twice and the keys were handed to him.... ¶ Marcon conducted his
own defense and Attorney Clifford L. Curran represented Meyer. The attorney asserted that testimony had
proven that Marcon had been over-aggressive and went to undue lengths in his treatment of Meyer. He
urged the jurors to find the defendant guilty as a warning that wardens cannot browbeat citizens. The jury
apparently had other ideas. ¶ The trial was one of the many ramifications of the "big beaver scandal." Most
of the details were in last week's paper."
4/6/1950
Rib Lake Herald "This is an up-to-date picture of the Rib Lake Herald. It is printed by "popular demand" of the far-flung
readers of this hometown newspaper. They, the owners, and, we think, this area is still justly proud of its
weekly newspaper, established in 1897 and still going strong. ¶ Any democratic community worth its salt
wants to support a free press. Any free press worth its salt asks only to support a democratic community. ¶
One year ago on April 1, ownership of the Herald changed hands. Since then there have been a few things
done for the Herald - and therefore - the community. ¶ 1. The building was trimmed, and a sign designating
the establishment added. ¶ 2. North of the print shop, but under the same roof, an office was added at
considerable expense, grief and headache. The publisher has tried to decorate his office space in a manner to
make him and everyone entering forget..."
4/27/1950
Environment
CONSERVATION NOTES - ON DRAINING SWAMPS "The contention of Conservation Director Ernest
Swift that the land management efforts of all agencies should be coordinated to eliminate conflict is
supported by Albert M. Day, Director of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, who points out that while one
goverment agency is actively aiding in the destruction of duck marshes, others are working for their
restoration. ¶ Day points out that in the past 20 years state and federal wildlife agencies have been able to
restore and improve 4,500,000 acres of water fowl marsh lands in the United States. But with the aid of the
U.S. Soil Conservation Service, nearly 6 million acres of marshes have been drained in the last 8 years. ¶
The 1950 census will show the present extent of marsh drainage in Wisconsin, with the 1940 census
showing 761,203 acres of land under drainage operations in this state...
4/27/1950 (cont) Environment (cont) ¶ "Nationally, wouldn't it be better to leave the spring and summer runoff on the land instead of hurrying it
through drain tiles to networks of ditches, than straighten streams that rush with the ever-increasing speed
into swollen rivers that are dammed for flood control and levied higher and higher each year to protect
adjacent farms and homes?""

Walter Kuse's beautiful painted figures of Christ and angels
brighten the nave of St. John's Lutheran Church to this day.
They brighten, inspire and teach. His paintings once graced
many area churches, for example, Medford's St. Paul's
Lutheran Church and Whittlesey's Our Lady of Perpetual Help
[Mutter der Immer Wehrender Hilfe Kirche]. In both cases, I
am referring to churches now torn down. I am grateful to St.
John's church for preserving this rare, inspiring art. ¶ Loretta
and Hildegard Kuse, his daughters, have a delightful
arboretum and museum in Medford, W6219 Allman Ave.,
715-748-3684.

Law

The Herald had expanded into office space formerly occupied
by the Lake Superior District Power Company as an office,
Block C, Lot 4, of McComb's Racing Park Addition. The Rib
Lake Herald office buildings occupied both Lots 3 and 4. In
2008, the space is a parking lot serving Ed's IGA located to
the south.

At this time a variety of government programs aided in the
draining and destruction of wetlands.

5/4/1950

Law &
Environment

BIG BAD BEAVER BUSINESS STILL COOKS; HERE'S DOPE! "Slowly but surely the snarled and
matted fur of the big Greenwood beaver case is being combed out. ¶ No ordinary "game of tag" this - there
are new angles, ramifications and "who done its" - constantly. ¶ This week was no exception. Here are the
developments. ¶ 1. Free, at least temporarily on bond, Vic Meyer, Whittlesey, Star Route, went to Neillsville
Tuesday, pleaded guilty to two game law violation counts there and was fined $25 on each, plus costs. ¶ 2.
Clyde Holmes, Perkinstown, ditto, all the way through. ¶ 3. Circuit Judge G.N. Risjord was considering
whether he would grant a stay of execution on Vic's one-to-two-year sentence to state prison at Waupun,
pending appeal. ¶ 4. Trial of the civil suit of Mrs. Ann Meyer, Vic's wife, against Warden John Marcon,
seeking recovery of some pelts which she claims he is holding illegally, has been adjourned until
adjudication of the several other cases in which the pelts are expected to be state evidence.
5/4/1950 (cont)
Law &
¶ 5. The 18 beaver pelts which were involved in the criminal case against Meyer in circuit court at Medford
Environment (cont) last week, have been confiscated finally and will be shipped to Madison by Marcon (he's still holding about
28 more). ¶ 6. There are definite indications that the remainder of the cases involved in the setup will be
brought to trial or otherwise disposed of within the next 10 days or 2 weeks. ¶ 7. There might even be some
new cases - possibly involving perjury or possibly involving some individuals who haven't been publicly
accused previously. ¶ That's it briefly - here are details: ...¶ The judge sentenced Vic to not less than one nor
more than two years at Waupun last Thursday, at Medford after a jury found him guilty on three charges. 1.
Possessing beaver pelts in excess of the bag limit; 2. Bartering or trading 24 beaver tags with Bernard Tilch
and Carl Henrickson; 3. As a repeater.
5/4/1950 (cont)
Law &
¶ Defense Attorney Cliff Curran said he would appeal to the State Supreme Court and asked Judge Risjord
Environment (cont) to grant a stay of execution of the sentence. The judge said he didn't want to grant the stay - he didn't think
the defendant's record entitled him to it, but he gave Curran a week to file briefs on the matter of the stay
alone. ¶ The appeal, of course, would go along regardless of whether the stay of execution is granted. It was
indicated the appeal would be based on the contention that the jury erred or was prejudiced, that the court
erred, that the court lacked jurisdiction. ¶ Meyer was freed on a $1,500 bond pending the determination by
the judge on the question of stay of judgment..."
5/4/1950
Businesses &
CARL MARSCHKE "Passing the Gustafson Lumber Company a month or so ago, we noticed a huge
People
skeleton on wheels in front of the place that reminded us of these prehistoric monsters in the New York
museum. The "monster" has now taken more definite shape and turns out to be a lumber camp trailer to
house 6 men - constructed for Carl's brother-in-law at Phillips. Carl says, wistfully, that it would be simply
swell for a fishing or hunting trip."
5/11/1950
People & 20th
MRS. J.J. VOEMASTEK IS 50-YEAR MEMBER IN VILLAGE "At 3:15 o'clock Friday afternoon, January
Century Club
20, 1899, eight women assembled in the Mrs. C.F. Bowman's hotel parlor and organized the 20th Century
Club of Rib Lake. It was purely a literary club, and for many years was the social nucleus of the village. ¶
Through the years many civic projects and community buildings considerations have been taken up by the
club, and the results of the early interest when Rib Lake was growing are evidenced now - one by the
present public library, hot lunches in the schools, a manual training department in the school, health clinics,
immunization centers and many others. ¶ In observance of Washington D.C. bicentennial year, two black
walnut seeds which originally came from the trees at Mount Vernon, were planted in the library yard - and
they are still growing evidences of the foresight of club women in the past years.
5/11/1950 (cont)
People & 20th
¶ In 1900 the club federated with the state and district federation, so in this year of 1950, the golden
Century Club (cont) anniversary is being observed and celebrated by entertaining the 10th District clubs in their annual
convention. ¶ Mrs. John Voemastek, who became a member in the fall of 1900, is the only 50-year member
still retaining her membership and active in the club. The banquet Wednesday evening at St. John the
Baptist Church social room, especially honored Mrs. Voemastek, along with other 50-year members in the
district. ¶ Mrs. Voemastek has had continuous membership - several other members in the club have been
active for many years, however."
5/11/1950
People
WILHELMS-THUMS "Mr. and Mrs. Walter Wilhelms are making their residence at the Wilhelms' home on
Route 1 following their wedding in St. John the Baptist Church Saturday, April 29. ¶ The Rev. F.A. Stock
officiated at the double ring ceremony at 9:00 a.m. The bride was Miss Isabelle Thums, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Laurence Schneider of Rib Lake. The groom is the son of William Wilhelms. ¶ Both Mr. and Mrs.
Wilhelms are graduated from Rib Lake High School. She has been employed as a clerk in Zielke's Store,
and he is a farmer..."
5/11/1950
Businesses
READY FOR BUSINESS BUT WAITING ON THE WEATHER. "So are you - when the time is ripe for
bulldozing, ditching, clearing, A-dragging, excavating: Call on Big Bill Miklautch, Route 1, Rib Lake, Wis."

Note the request for a stay of execution: where a judge has
sentenced an individual to be incarcerated, the defendant may
ask that the jail sentence be suspended while the defendant
seeks to have another court overturn the conviction. I HAVE
UNDERLINED PORTIONS OF THE ARTICLE
INDICATING THE JAIL SENTENCE WAS TO STATE
PRISON BECAUSE MR. MEYER HAD THE DUBIOUS
DISTINCTION OF BEING THE ONLY PERSON

SENTENCED TO STATE PRISON FOR GAME CASES IN
THE STATE OF WISCONSIN. I knew Vic personally. He
struck me as an intelligent, pleasant man. Here is my take on
his legal history: he truly loved to hunt, fish and trap and to
match wits with the law - especially his nemesis, Warden
Marcon. Sometimes he won and sometimes he lost.

This refers to Carl Marschke, Sr. His son, Carl, Jr., eventually
moved from Rib Lake and founded and managed the multimillion dollar Marquip Corporation. In 2008 he resides in
Phillips.
The new editor of the Herald, Eugene R. Clifford, has quickly
demonstrated a new, vibrant writing style. His article about
Vic Meyer - published above - showed wit and humor. In this
article on the 20th Century Club he succinctly and aptly
observes: "for many years [the 20th Century Club] was the
social nucleus of the village". "Geno," as he was fondly
called, was a powerhouse of ideas and expression.

This is the first ad for bulldozing published in the Rib Lake
Herald.

5/18/1950

Law

WOMEN ARE FINED "State Beverage Tax Division agents made two arrests at the Friendly tavern on
Highway 102, a short distance east of Highway 13. ¶ Bettina Bartin appeared before Justice August Roeber
at Medford Saturday and pled guilty to being an inmate of a house of ill fame. She was fined $10 and costs.
¶ Judy Marlow was arraigned on a charge of being the operator of a disorderly roadhouse, waived hearing
and was bound over to the circuit court for trial. On Monday she elected to appear before County Judge E.J.
Neuenschwander, rather than wait for the circuit court trial. ¶ She pleaded guilty to the charge and was fined
$100 and costs."
5/18/1950
Schools
35 WILL BE GRADUATED IN HIGH SCHOOL CLASS "Members of the graduating class are: Andrew
Boneski, Palmar Blomberg, John Bogumill, Raymond Borg, Elaine Budimlija, Richard Fjeldheim, Marcella
Haider, Allen Hanke, Joan Johnson, Bernard Klemm, Annamae Kohn, Doris Kolecheck, Douglas Kring,
Gene Krueger, Patrick Lake, Beverly Louis, Arlene Marschke, Paul Matyka, Phyllis Pellkofer, Keith
Pendergast, Darlene Peterson, Margaret Peterson. ¶ Dale Reistad, Helen Rezutek, Joan Roiger, Helen
Sander, James Schabel, Alvin Stibbe, Joann Synnott, Delores Tilch, Marilyn Walbeck, Sydney Briant, Bette
Buksa, Betty Hoffman and Delores Leitz."
5/18/1950
Church - Catholic - NEW PRIEST "The Rev. Fred J. Fox, S.V.D., of Phillips, will celebrate his first solemn mass at St. Ann's
St. Ann's
Church in the Town of Greenwood at 10:00 a.m. on June 24. ¶ He was to be ordained to the priesthood
today by Bishop William O'Brien of Chicago during one of the highlights of the golden jubilee celebration at
St. Mary's Mission Seminary at Techney, Illinois. ¶ Fr. Fox is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Fred Fuchs, Phillips,
former Town of Greenwood residents."
6/1/1950
Law
CYCLIST PAYS FINE "Miss Margaret Pike was fined $1 and costs by Justice Frank Yanko Wednesday
when she pleaded guity to riding a bicycle on the sidewalk in the village. Marshal Wessly Stiel made the
arrest for violation of the village ordinance."
6/1/1950
War - Soldiers
VILLAGE HONORS SERVICEMEN WHO GAVE LIVES "Americans must be forever vigilant if they are
to maintain the liberties for which generations of fighting men have died through the years. The Rev. John
Wissert, pastor of Whittlesey and Chelsea Catholic Churches, asserted at Rib Lake Memorial Day Services
in Lakeview Cemetery...¶ Honor roll read: Civil War - Charles H. DeGrot, Charles Summers. ¶ SpanishAmerican War - Edward Yorde. ¶ WWI - Day Banks, Walter W. Gessert, Leslie D. Gummo, Guy J.
Lehman, Wilfred Lehman, Alvin A. McLeod, Harvey A. Maes, William A. Marschke, Fred Scheithauer,
Peter Wolf, Dr. A.S. Horn, Fred Meyer, Max Zuther. ¶ WWII - Lee Clendenning, Frank Becker, Russell J.
Bullis, John R. Gacek, Alfred Heindl, Lawrence G. Mathias, Henry Warner, and Dan Dums. ¶ Early in the
morning, Legion firing squad and color guard had visited the Catholic and Lutheran cemeteries in the Town
of Greenwood for the brief ceremonies. The roll call of war dead at these was: at St. Peter's Lutheran
Cemetery: Henry Hauch, Herman Peche, Ralph Jensen, Donald Jensen, Ewald Stibbe. ¶ At St. Ann's
Catholic Cemetery - John Hoffman and Dan Thums."
6/8/1950
Fawn Valley
FAWN VALLEY PICNIC "About 300 people attended the annual community picnic at Fawn Valley School
Sunday, May 28. Many relatives and friends of the youngsters, along with parents, were present. ¶ Highlight
of the day, of course, was the picnic lunch served at noon by the mothers. The youngsters enjoyed contests,
tests and races and also enjoyed a baseball game between the fathers and their sons. Among the fathers who
woke up Monday with sore backs were Bernard Strobach, Walter Schneider, Clarence Mielke, Bill Roche
and Lawrence Schneider. ¶ Report cards were distributed to the youngsters. To Charles Merrill, medals for
excellence in current events went to Myra Richie and James Hengst, graduates, who will enter Rib Lake
High School next fall. ¶ On Friday, May 25, the Fawn Valley baseball team went in Tom Polacek's bus to
Rib River School, where they had the big ball game of the year. The score was close all the way through,
with Rib River eventually winning the game.
6/8/1950 (cont) Fawn Valley (cont) ¶ Fawn Valley players were Terry and James Roiger, Clarence Golder, Darrell and Allen Mielke, Doris
Kauer, Beverly Yanko, James Blair, Mary Ann Bonde. Cheerleaders were Rita Schneider, Rita Roche,
Carolyn Hengst and Florence Richie."
6/15/1950
RLLC
SOO LINE REMOVING OLD RAILS AT LUMBER YARD; FREE WOOD IS SALVAGED "Cleanup of
the yards across from the lumber mill proper is rapidly taking shape, as thrifty citizens continue to remove
firewood, and the Soo Line railroad is removing the last of the rails from the two spurs along the northern
edge. ¶ Ever since the weather became good, several unemployed men have been laying up supplies of
firewood. In most cases, they have been removing the ties from the roadbeds of the many spurs which led
into the lumber company property. These have been stacked and will be cut to proper lengths later. ¶ A Soo
Line section crew moved into the scene this week and started to remove the last of the rails. They pryed the
spikes loose and then used a small tractor to "snake" away the rails for salvage material. ¶ After all the
useful wood is taken, the village plans to burn the remainder of the debris. It has a promise of the contractors
that the site will be leveled off with a bulldozer, so that it will be suitable for a small park or similar use. It is
one of the sites adjacent to the rerouted Highway 102, where the village fathers hope to plant trees this fall."

The usual name for this famous bordello was the Guernsey
Farm.

The Rib Lake American Legion Post is named for WWI
veteran, Guy J. Lehman and WWII veteran, Lee Clendenning.

The then-vibrant Fawn Valley Grade School stood in the
southeast corner of Fawn (Valley) Avenue and Peche Drive.
About 1980, the Rib Lake Town Board shortened the street
name to Fawn Avenue.

In 2007, contractors built a new road, Maple Court, north from
Railroad Street through the site of the RLLC dry yard. The
80-acre site is where freshly-sawn lumber air-dried. In 2007,
more old railroad track and ties were unearthed. During road
construction, some of the old rails were a full 60-feet long.

6/15/1950

Obituary

LAST RITES HELD FOR MRS. MARY KAEHNE "Funeral services were held Saturday afternoon at the
Taylor Funeral Home for Mrs. Leo Kaehne, 39, who died Thursday morning at the Marshfield Hospital after
an illness of 4 weeks. The Rev. Douglas K. Marks of the Methodist Church conducted the service, and burial
was in the cemetery at Chelsea, the former home of the family. ¶ Pallbearers were Norman Kutzke, George
Zondlo, Frank Heindl, William Junk, Stanley Hebda and Fred Linzner. ¶ The former Mary Stumm was born
in Iowa Feb. 14, 1911 and married Mr. Kaehne on April 25, 1928. The family had lived near Medford and
later at Chelsea before moving to the farm on Highway C about 7 years ago. ¶ Surviving are the husband,
three daughters, Elaine of Cedarburg, Marlene and Rita at home, and two sons, Lester and Raymond, at
home. There also are two brothers and three sisters. Three children preceded her in death."
6/15/1950
People & Rusch MISS KNOP HONORED "Miss Patricia Knop, daughter of Mrs. Arthur Knop and the late Arthur Knop,
former residents of Rib Lake, received the J.L. Usow Scholarship Award last Thursday evening, June 8, at
commencement exercises of the Wausau Senior High School. The scholarship, in the amount of $500, is
given annually to two students, one boy and one girl, who are chosen for their scholastic record in high
school. The award is among the largest given at the school. ¶ Patricia intends to use the award for further
study at Whitewater State Teachers College."
7/13/1950
Politics & Rib Lake TRUSTEES DELAY APPOINTMENT OF VILLAGE MARSHAL "Appointment of Village Marshal and
- Village
maintenance man to succeed Wessly Stiel was delayed until the next meeting. ¶ The only formal application
for the job was that of Herb Curran, who is a member of the board. Elmer Gilge, formerly Stiel's assistant,
who was filling on the two jobs temporarily, will continue in the double capacity until the permanent
appointment is made. He isn't interested in the job on a permanent basis. ¶ After holding what was termed
an "executive session," the board voted 4-1 to ask Herman Batzer to submit his resignation as village
treasurer. President Leon Olson said that the report of the state auditors showed a shortage in Batzer's
account and that his books were in bad condition. Batzer was present and told the board he did not consider
it a shortage. ¶ He said that a deposit covering the $3,000 sum would be made not later than Saturday. He
attributed the situation to his attempt "to be a good fellow," intimating that he had accepted promises to pay
in lieu of cash for taxes and had been given some bad checks.
7/13/1950 (cont) Politics & Rib Lake ¶ Olson insisted upon the resignation, asserting that the state auditors had recommended it and that such
- Village (cont) action would be best for all concerned."
7/13/1950

Roads

CREWS STILL TRYING TO FILL SINKHOLE ON ROUTE OF HIGHWAY 102 AT LAKE "Filling up
the sinkhole on the route of relocated Highway 102 on the northwest shore of Rib Lake is going ahead, with
little noticeable progress made thus far. ¶ When rain caused a temporary cessation of work on project
Wednesday morning, Blaine Kaufman, state engineer, estimated that between 9,000-10,000 yards of fill had
been used. ¶ It continues to push out the muck, which has formed a small island a short distance off shore. ¶
Kaufman said that the situation is not a new one to road engineers, and unless there are unexpected
developments soon, the filling will be continued and eventually will hold. ¶ Meanwhile, the crew excavated
"hog feed" at the approaches of the new route to McComb Ave. and filled that section in. Work has also
started on the section toward Zondlo's. The old corduroy will be removed there, the muck and the side of
the roadway dug out, and new filling put in there. The crews are also driving piles for the new bridge which
will span the tannery pond creek near where it empties into Rib Lake." (emphasis added)

7/13/1950

Agriculture &
Fawn Valley

NEIGHBORS RALLY, HELP FRANK ZONDLOS RAISE LARGE NEW CATTLE BARN "Some 50
willing workers fell to the task of raising a new barn for Frank Zondlo two weeks ago Wednesday. Then the
weatherman held up the work on the roof, but it has since been completed. ¶ Measuring 34 x 78, and built to
accommodate at least 30 head of cattle, the barn stands complete as far as the major work is concerned.
Frank began cutting all his own timber for the structure early last spring, and he must feel well rewarded by
this time. ¶ The official day for the barn-raising dawned pleasant and cool, and if it had been much cooler,
the cooks would have had an even faster race to supply those appetites. When we arrived at 2:00 to make a
survey, they were already getting nervous about the next shift at the supper tables. ¶ Mrs. Frank Zondlo was
capably assisted in keeping the workers happy by Mrs. George and Mrs. Andy Zondlo, Mrs. Ray Ziembo,
Mrs. Ervin Krueger and Mrs. Charles Knaack, Withee. ¶ Assorted small fry from miles around and quite a
number of chickens sat on the sidelines and supervised the whole affair.

The Mr. & Mrs. Leo Kaehne Dairy Farm was on the N 1/2 SW 1/4, Sec. 7, T33N-R3E. It included an impressive barn razed in 2007 by current owners, Thomas M. and Mary Ann
Rusch. ¶ Leo Kaehne spent his declining years walking his
woods and using an axe to prune his balsam trees.

Pat later married Bruce Dulak of Milwaukee.

The small island described in this article is clearly shown in an
aerial photograph within the CDs of Rib Lake History,
Documents and Photos. This article recounts the construction
of STH 102 along the lakeshore. The right-of-way was
formerly the railroad. ¶ "Hog feed" was wood chips produced
by the chipper consuming wood scrap at the old RLLC mill. ¶
Corduroy - logs laid side-by-side - was the way the early road
builders crossed wet, swampy areas. Once underground,
corduroy will last indefinitely. I am sure there are miles of
corduroy still under our town highways.

7/13/1950 (cont)

7/13/1950

Agriculture &
¶ The labor crew: Fred Radtke, Tony Ziembo, Sunny Gersterberger, John Schinker, Martin Grieseheimer,
Fawn Valley (cont) Ernest Tetzlaff, Stanley Hebda, Fred Vlach, Foster Kalk, Barney Cihasky, Albert Quednow, Jr., John
Szurek, Mike Bylina, Chicago; Charlie Knezinek, Fred Zueg, Norman Kutzke, Lavern Zueg, Charles Blair,
Jr., Tony Resudek, Clarence Chris, Abbotsford; Donny Hammel, Chicago. ¶ Also Lester Kaehne, Emil
Packenham, George Buksa, Ernest Budimlija, Julius Golder, Charles Blair, Carl Jacob, Charles Kalk, Jr.,
Frank Filas, Joe Filas, Bill Junk, Stanley Zalewa, Tony Kurek, Walter Schwartz, Ed Peterson, Erwin
Krueger, Fred Linzner, Stanley Dyrcz, Tony Knorn, Ben Yanko, Buck Sedlock, Chicago; Frank Heindl and
Frank Hughes, Abbotsford."
Railroads - Wis. THE AD READ: "Wanted - a magnetic personality. So now I'm an engineer on Soo Line iron ore trains. ¶
Central
Hauling ore from the iron ranges - electric irons to housewives - it's all in a day's work for the Soo Line; for
upper midwest shippers depend upon the Soo Line to "iron out" their transportation problems - speed their
products to you. Yes, whether you're shipper or consumer, with one iron in the fire or many, the Soo Line
works for you. Your working partner 7 days a week. Listen to the railroad hour every Monday evening on
NBC. Orrin Reistad, Agent, Phone 34, Rib Lake, Wis. SOO LINE"

7/20/1950

Harper Lake

7/27/1950

In 1950 the Soo Line - and its wholly-owned corporation, the
Wisconsin Central, continued to provide freight service to the
Village of Rib Lake. The Soo Line was a major international
railroad, with a main line stretching from Sasketchewan,
Canada, to Chicago. It regularly advertised in the Herald.

WANT ADS "Wanted - one or two loads of dry firewood. Call or see George Seidel at Seidel's Cottages,
Harper Lake. Phone 95-R."

For many years George Seidel operated a cluster of perhaps a
half dozen cabins on the south side of North Harper Lake.
Nearly all of them are in use in 2008 as private homes.

Politics

VILLAGE TRUSTEES GET A LOT OF BUSINESS DONE "In a stormy session, which lasted more then 3
hours Tuesday night, the village trustees appointed a new marshal, a new deputy marshal, a new clerktreasurer and almost lost a president. ¶ Elmer Gilge is the new chief marshal and maintenance man. William
Barnes is his deputy and assistant maintenance man. ¶ C.C. Lord is the new village clerk and treasurer under
temporary appointment. ¶ President Leon Olson almost quit, but the board, after a half hour hesitation,
refused to accept the resignation (if you want the details, put on your glasses, because this story will go on
for hours). ¶ The applicants for the marshal's jobs were Gilge, who served as assistant to former Marshal
Wessley Stiel for several years, Jim Willett, Nick Blennert and Herb Curran, himself a trustee. The trustees
took a secret ballot and Gilge received 4 votes and Curran 3. That settled that...."

Editor Gene Clifford went into detail regarding the tumultuous
board meeting. Among the highlights: President Olson
submitted his resignation after the board voted to deprive him
of a $25 per month "car expense." ¶ Another hot-button issue
was the selection of Cyrus C. Lord for the recently-combined
jobs of clerk and treasurer. ¶ The former village clerk, Frank
L. Becker, said "and the trustees agreed, that the new clerktreasurer is ideally suited for the job. An accountant, he
served as office manager for the RLLC from 1936-1948. He
(C.C. Lord) then was at Durango, Colorado, as accountant
with J. Stanley Weidmen, Inc., for about a year before
returning to Wisconsin. He is a member of the International
Accountant Society and has a certificate of authority from the
state to practice as a public accountant..."

7/27/1950

Schools

NOTICE "At the annual meeting of the Fawn Valley School District #2, the board was instructed to accept
sealed bids for the old Mud Lake School building. The sealed bids should be submitted not later than August
10, 1950. The board reserves the right to reject any or all bids. Fawn Valley School Board, Mrs. Joe
Roiger, clerk, Route 1, Rib Lake, Wis."

It appears that the Mud Lake School district has gone out of
existence. A couple of years earlier, the Spirit Lake district
closed. That left the Fawn Valley grade school and the Ward
School in the village.

8/10/1950

RLLC

SAWMILL, POWERHOUSE ARE SOLD TO MEDFORD MAN "Bulletin - Commander John Eckhoff has
called a special meeting of the American Legion Post for 8:00 p.m. Saturday to consider purchase by the
post and the Commercial Club of the so-called "fire hole" at the old mill property. ¶ It is a brick building, 30
x 70 feet, with a cement floor. The option calls for paying $1,000 for the building and the land, with the
Legion to pay half and the Commericial Club the other half, the call said. It added the property is now
owned by a junk dealer, who plans to wreck it if the sale does not go through. ¶ The lumber company's old
sawmill and powerhouse buildings have been sold to Joe Boor of Medford, R.J. Mueller, the owner, said
Tuesday. Mueller said he assumed that the building would be razed and the lumber and other materials
salvaged, as he did not believe they were suitable for any commercial or industrial purposes other than what
they originally were designed for. He said he had no definite knowlege but had heard that Boor, in turn, had
sold the building to another individual, who will wreck them. The use of dynamite last weekend to remove
some salvage iron and other equipment from

The former RLLC mill site consisted of over a dozen wellbuilt buildings. Everett A. Rusch, retired electrical engineer,
has drawn to scale a color map of the mill complex and the
Village. You may buy a copy from him, 2348 Wood Lake
Ave, Rib Lake, WI 54470, 715-427-5596, email EAR@newnorth.net.

8/10/1950 (cont)
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RLLC (cont)

the old powerhouse building had no connection with the latest sale, as this material previously had been sold
and the owners were completing its removal, he said. ¶ Mueller said that the small building on McComb
Ave., which formerly was the office of the lumber company, had been sold to Mikul Brothers, who are
expected to move it to their sawmill site over near the Soo Line depot and use it as a yard office. ¶ The final
house formerly owned by the lumber company and taken over by Mueller also has been sold. A large twostory structure, it is located in the southeast section of the village on Church Street near where it converges
into Lake Drive. The purchaser was Frank Mikul, who moved into it after making some repairs. ¶ Mueller
said the old machine shop building is also for sale, but that if it is not sold, he does not plan to raze it as he
believes it is suitable for some commercial or industrial use. The building has been mentioned as a possible
site for a garage for the school buses and an agricultural farm shop, which the school district must establish
to continue to receive federal aid for the agriculture course, under the Smith-Hughes law."
Church - Lutheran - NEW LUTHERAN PASTOR INSTALLED BY BROTHER "A large crowd greeted the Rev. Carl J.
St. John's
Kionka, the new pastor of St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church at the installation services in the church
last Sunday afternoon. ¶ The new pastor and his family arrived in the village last week from Dowagiac,
Michigan, where he has served a congregation for several years. ¶ The installation ceremony was conducted
by the new pastor's brother, the Rev. E.H. Kionka of Wausau, assisted by the Rev. O.E. Hoffmann,
Tomahawk, former pastor of the church here, and the Rev. A.J. Engel, Medford; the Rev. Oscar Lemke, Rib
Falls; and the Rev. Louis Winter, Town of Berlin. ¶ At the conclusion of the service the ladies of the
congregation served luncheon in the church basement. The same service was held in the evening in St.
Peter's Church in the Town of Greenwood, where the new pastor also will serve."
Rib Lake - Town TOWNSHIP VALUATION DECREASED $13,000 "The total assessed valuation of the Town of Rib Lake
is $795,635 as compared to last year's valuation of $808,270, town clerk, Laverne Zuege, reports.
Agricultural land - number of acres, 9,424. Value of land - $244,490. ¶ Swamp-cutover and waste land number of acres, 21,788. Value of land - $120,455. ¶ Timber - number of acres, 132. Value of land - $2,560.
¶ Cattle number - 2,057. Value - $167,330. ¶ Sheep number - 54. Value $540. ¶ Swine number - 39,
valuation $850. ¶ Logs, timber and lumber - $2,490. ¶ Boats number - 82, $830. ¶ Machinery, $3,580. ¶
Poultry - $825. ¶ There are 26 colonies of bees and 4 mink farms."
RLLC
LOCAL RESIDENT GETS OPTION ON MILL "FIRE-HOLE" "Matt Jost, retired farmer and resident of
the village for the past year-and-a-half, has purchased the old powerhouse, or fire-hole building, on the
lumber company property. ¶ Jost took over the option which had been secured from Potacek Brothers,
Medford, by the Legion Post. ¶ He plans to leave the building intact and to make needed improvements,
which will be necessary in case it is possible to attract some industry to the village to use it. ¶ In the
meantime, the Potacek Brothers, who bought both the powerhouse and the old sawmill buiding from Joe
Boor, Medford, the original purchaser, planned to go ahead with the razing of the latter building. ¶ They will
salvage what they can - mostly lumber and windows - they told the Herald."

Forests/Wood

FORESTER SERVICES IS OFFERED FREE TO OWNERS OF WOODLAND "Farmers and other wood
lot owners are advised by the County Agent's office to contact Milton Reinke, District Forester, for this area,
to obtain a wood lot management survey. Reinke will cruise and make a growth study in wood lots where
values warrant, or inform the owner of the proper method of improvement cutting. ¶ The primary objective
in managing a stand of timber is to secure the highest quantity and quality timber production possible on a
given area in the shortest time. This is virtually synonymous with making the greatest possible monetary
return in the shortest space of time. To achieve this objective, the cutting of certain trees is essential. ¶
Owners of tracts who desire the services of the district forester should contact Mr. Reinke by mail at Box
148, Chippewa Falls. It will be to the advantage of the owner to have this survey completed this summer so
he will have the knowledge of what to cut this winter, and to give the forester an opportunity to locate the
most advantageous market for the products to be harvested. There is no charge for these services."

I have preserved 2 mill remnants at my mini-museum, N8643
CTH C: a 16-foot log part of the "bull chain." This apparatus
pulled logs from the lake into the mill for sawing. I also have
massive fragments of 12' x 12' wood beams. Ends of the
beams were butt-jointed: this involved intricate fitting of the
two beams to match into one another, and then heavy iron
bolts lock the joint together. The superb workmanship
demonstrates the careful, well-planned and ably-executed
construction used when the last RLLC mill was built in 1915.

Forester Reinke was an employee of the Wisconsin
Conservation Dept., now known as the Dept. of Natural
Resources. Milt was assigned to the northcentral portion of
the state and would spend one day of the week in Rib Lake,
lodging at Ma Dodge's Café. Mr. Reinke rose through the
Dept. ranks to become the chief Wisconsin state forester. In
2008, Milton Reinke is a bright and bouncy octogenarian
residing at the Oak Lawn Retirement Home in the city of
Madison; I had the pleasure of having lunch with him in May,
2008. Consult the CDs of Rib Lake History, Documents &
Photos, for a copy of the transcript of an interview with Milton
Reinke, in which he relates fascinating stories of his work in
the Rib Lake area; for example, he recounts his work with
Walter Schneider relocating the original survey post marking
the corner of Lincoln, Price and Taylor County.

8/24/1950

Obituary & Rusch FUNERAL SERVICE FOR BOB BLECK HELD AT CHURCH "Funeral services were held Monday
afternoon at St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church for Robert Bleck, Sr., 63, who died at his home last
Thursday after a long illness. ¶ The Rev. Carl J. Kionka officiated and burial was in the Lakeview Cemetery.
Pallbearers were James Sampson, Fred Hengst, Otto Martin, Elmer Radtke, John Sekadlo and Henry
Rosenfeldt. ¶ Mr. Bleck was born at Cecil in Shawano County on Oct. 5, 1886, and came to this community
as an employee of the lumber company in 1906. He continued with the firm until it ceased operations. He
was married to Anna Rusch on April 26, 1919. ¶ He was a member of St. John's Church and an active
member of the Rib Lake Volunteer Fire Dept. for 25 years. He had been an honorary member for many
years. He was a veteran of the first World War. ¶ Surviving are the widow, three sons, Elwood, Rockfield;
Harold, Phillips; and Robert, Jr. at home; two daughters, Lucille (Mrs. Hubert Weber), Bloomer; and Viola
at home; two sisters, Mrs. Ted Hintz, Underhill; and Mrs. John Lemke, Ladysmith; and a brother, Emil
Redlin, Huntington, West Virginia.
8/24/1950 (cont) Obituary & Rusch ¶ Relatives and friends who were here for the funeral included Mr. and Mrs. Ted Hintz and Mr. and Mrs.
(cont)
Gust Hintz, Underhill; Mr. and Mrs. John Lemke and Mr. and Mrs. Irwin Lemke, Ladysmith; Mr. and Mrs.
Otto Lemke, Hawkins; Mrs. Martha Bleck and Mrs. John McGahan, Chicago; Robert Rusch, Mellen; Mr.
and Mrs. Harry Johnson and family, Cornell; Mr. and Mrs. Walter Kurth, Mr. and Mrs. Herman Rusch, Mr.
and Mrs. Joe Bever and Alvin and Herman Gilge, all of Milwaukee; Mr. and Mrs. Ray Herman, Mr. and
Mrs. Elwin Kreuger, Jackson; Mr. and Mrs. Albert Knop and family, Junction City; Mrs. L. Szatkowski and
daughter, Chicago. ¶ Many at funeral. ¶ Also Mr. and Mrs. John Reich, Menominee; Mr. and Mrs. Hugo
Gilge, Phillips; Mr. and Mrs. Art Bartig and Miss Anna Bartig, Augusta; Mrs. Ruth Kinkel, Minneapolis;
Mr. and Mrs. William Klatt, Humbird; Mr. and Mrs. Fred Klatt, Osseo; Mr. and Mrs. Art Ewan, Athens;
Mrs. Anna Weinzinger, Phillips; Erwin Leiderman, Mosinee; Mr. and Mrs. Dan Nichol, Granton; and Mr.
and Mrs. Arnold Zuther, Dorchester."
9/7/1950
People
"Jughead Schreiner, who ordinarily plays ball with Interwald, had to miss the Labor Day Medford-Interwald
playoff game for the first half of the season, because he had to thresh. He whipped through the threshing in
time enough to get over to Zondlo's, however, and play a few innings with the former Cloverbelt league stars
against the Rib Lake Rippers."
9/14/1950

10/5/1950

Rib Lake - Village GALLERY OF MEMORIES "Here is an old picture which was taken on McComb Ave. (Main Street) when
it was layed out many years ago. We are informed that the gentlemen are, from left to right, Mr. McComb,
Mr. Hughes, the Wisconsin Central Railway man; J.J. Kennedy, founder of the village; E.C. Getchell,
tannery superintendent; and John Logan, county surveyor. At the left end of the surveyor's chain is Mr.
Landall, who was a bookkeeper for the lumber company, and the man at the other end was identified as
Frank Nolan. The dog, who was taking it all in, is Laddie, owned by the Kennedy family."

People & Rusch

STRICTLY PERSONAL! "Mr. and Mrs. Julius Gilge went to Fairchild Sunday, where they attended the
golden wedding anniversary of Mr. and Mrs. William Klatt. Mr. Klatt is Mrs. Gilge's uncle. ¶ Mrs. Henry
Anderson of Spirit is the new operator of the Rib Lake Beauty Shop. ¶ Mr. and Mrs. Otto Radtke, Merrill,
visited the Don Thielke's Sunday. ¶ Mrs. Keith Zintz went to Superior Monday to be with her mother, who
had an operation and is confined to a hospital."

Under the intials of L.P.C. [Lillian P. Clifford], the Herald
also published the following note on the front page, "Bob
Bleck, Sr. went down the last road last Thursday. Another
grand old timer has blended away into Rib Lake's history. But
as the trees that once fell can be remembered, so may the men
who felled them - ever green in memory."

Bob Bleck, Sr., long unloaded railroad cars of logs into the hot
pond. To see him at work, borrow a copy of the VHS tape
"Rib Lake's Lumbering Era," from the library.¶ Bob Bleck,
Sr.'s, wife, Anna, was my aunt.

It was once common for just about everyone in Rib Lake to
have a nickname. ¶ Jughead was Norbert Schreiner. My other
favorite nicknames were Dippydog (Clifford) Waldhart and
Wimpy (Walter) Wilhelms. Rib Lake was known far and
wide for its proliferate use of nicknames.
The Herald simultaneously published the famous photograph
taken about 1897 of laying out McComb Ave. The photo
shows the 7 named men in an open field. The photo was taken
approximately where Landall Ave. crosses McComb. It looks
north to the tannery, which is clearly shown. This photo is
among the hundreds which may be viewed on the CDs of Rib
Lake History, Documents & Photos. The CDs are available at
the Rib Lake Public Library. ¶ The 1897 photo shows a "Mr.
Landaal," actually B.J. Landaal. He was A. L. McComb's
business partner. His name was given to one of the newlyplatted streets - but the spelling was corrupted to Landall Ave.
To view the plat map, see Doc. No. 12515, in the CDs of Rib
Lake History, Documents and Photos. the 1897 plat is named
"McComb's Racing Park Addition to the Village of Rib Lake,"
abbreviated MRPA. Lot number and block letters were then
assigned to all lots. The area platted had previously served as
a horse racetrack, hence the name "racing park."

I quote these as examples of the homey items regularly printed
in The Herald at the time. In the same edition, however, a
great deal of local, state and national and international news
was covered. The Herald consisted of 8 pages of news and
ads.
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10/19/1950

OPPOSITION TO RAILROAD ABANDONMENT KINDLED "Rib Lake will not lose its railroad without
a fight. ¶ That was the concensus around town Wednesday, when it was revealed the Wisconsin Central
Railroad had petitioned the Interstate Commerce Commission in Washington for permission to abandon the
5.555 mile branch between the village and Chelsea. ¶ Leon Olsen, Village President, said that he is writing a
letter to Congressman Alvin E. O'Konski, to learn what steps could be taken to oppose the abandonment of
the line. ¶ Businessmen gathered in the village hall at the call of Harold Zielke, President of the Commercial
Club, and drafted a formal petition opposing abandonment. ¶ A similar petition will be circulated among
farmers in the area. In addition, the Village Board is expected to approve a resolution opposing the
abandonment of the line. The Weinbrenner Shoe Company, which is now shipping a considerable quantity
of shoes by rail freight, will also send a letter of opposition.
¶ The Commercial Club will also send a letter to the Standard Oil Company, urging it to use the railroad for
fuel oil and gasoline coming into the village, whenever it is possible. ¶ It is understood that the filing of the
petition will lead to the setting of hearing by the Commission, where, after proper notice, interested parties
may present their evidence. The local businessmen, according to the informal talk at the meeting, are of the
opinion that there still is enough freight traffic on the spur to warrant its operation. ¶ Data on this angle will
be assembled and prepared for the hearing and it is presumed that Clifford Curran, Village Attorney, will
represent the Rib Lake interests. ¶ The Washington story said that the ICC will grant the railroad's petition,
without a hearing, unless there are protests from shippers. The petition of the railroad claimed that the cost
of operation of the spur line has exceeded income since the spring of 1948, when the large-scale operations
of the RLLC were halted. Since that time, trains have been operated only when there was carload business to
or from
the village. ¶ The petition, filed both with the Wisconsin Central and the Soo Line, which operates the road,
claim that trucks operating from Chelsea, which is on the Spencer-Ashland division, can handle the village
business adequately. ¶ The line was built in 1883 and 1884, when Taylor County, like the rest of Northern
Wisconsin, was heavily covered with virgin timber. For 64 years it was used to haul logs and lumber, but in
ever-decreasing quantities. ¶ Representatives of the railroad were in the village last summer, and it is
understood that the petition to abandon the line was a result of their surveys and investigations."
HENRY ROSENFELDT RETIRES AFTER MORE THAN 40 YEARS AS BRAKEMAN ON SOO LINE
"Henry Rosenfeldt, who retired from the Soo Line late in July after more than 40 years of service, is the
subject of an article in the current issue of "The Soo-Liner," the railroad's monthly publication. ¶ It was on
October 1, 1909, that Rosenfeldt went to work as a brakeman on the Rib Lake-Chelsea line of the old
Wisconsin Central Railroad. He worked until February of the following year, when he decided to quit
railroading. He changed his mind, however, and in September of 1910 again went to work. From then until
1929 he was on the Rib Lake-Athens freight run, and from 1929 until his retirement, worked on the North
local, which operates between Park Falls and Abbotsford. ¶ Rosenfeldt saw the lumber industry of northern
Wisconsin grow in magnitude over the years, and in later years has seen it dwindle to its present status. The
only unusual thing about his career, he says, is that he never was involved in a wreck.
¶ "Heinie" worked his last day on July 25 and on July 30 visited the division headquarters at Stevens Point
(it was at Abbotsford when he started working) and formally retired. ¶ He enjoys good health and plans to
stick around home pretty closely, puttering in his garden, which is his hobby, and enjoying an occasional
fishing trip."

Rib Lake Herald & DOWN THE ROAD "You can't lick the down the road spirit - not on the roads around Rib Lake. Consider
People
the case of Hal Mokrys. When they drove back out from town [the Village of Rib Lake] last Saturday night
to find their home burned to the ground, a lesser couple would have gathered their three children to them and
fled - in the other direction and for good. ¶ But Hal and Lorraine Mokry are sticking to their guns. Perhaps
they knew they weren't "alone." Their neighbors, and the veterans ag class - and -anybody else worth his salt
- are going to roll up their sleeves and dig a basement on their land, immediately. The family will out-fox the
winter in a basement home. When spring comes, as it always does, a house will go up over the lower deck. ¶
And when the spring comes, the land will again be seeded, and the soil yield, and surely the sun will shine
extra faithfully for this faithful farmer."

The article reported that freight railroad business is being done
on an as needed basis. It implied that there was no longer any
pre-scheduled service. ¶ A prior article reported freight
railroads coming into the Village - after the closure of the
RLLC - averaged 10 cars per month.

Note the report that Mr. Rosenfeldt worked from 1910 until
1929 on the Rib Lake-Athens freight run. Unfortunately, there
is no explanation as to what is meant by the Athens-Rib Lake
freight run. That would be a trip of approximately 40 miles.
Starting in Athens, you would proceed southwesterly to
Abbotsford, you would then proceed northward through
Medford to Chelsea, you would then do the 5-mile run east
from Chelsea to Rib Lake. The only freight that I can

identify being worthy of shipping from Athens to Rib Lake
would be logs. Beginning in 1906 and lasting, at least, into
WWI were large quantities of logs shipped from Camp 1 and
the Athens area by railroad to Rib Lake; that may explain what
is meant by the Athens-Rib Lake freight run.
The Herald ran a column every week on the first page entitled
"Down the Road". This article made reference to the fact that
the Mokry family home burned to the ground. It was located
in the Town of Greenwood.

10/25/1950

Railroads - Wis.
Central

10/25/1950
(cont)

Railroads - Wis.
Central (cont)

10/26/1950

Politics

11/2/1950

War - Soldiers

11/2/1950

Obituary

11/9/1950

Politics

11/9/1950 (cont)

Politics (cont)

HEARING ON SOO LINE PETITION IS PLANNED BY ICC "A public hearing on the application of the
Wisconsin Central - Soo Line to abandon the branch line between Chelsea and Rib Lake will be held as a
result of petitions forwarded to the Interstate Commerce Commission by Rib Lake businessmen....¶ The
application was filed by Edgar F. Zelle, trustee of the property of the Wisconsin Central Railway Company
and on behalf of, also, the Soo Line, which operates the branch. ¶ It says the abandonment of the branch is
sought "because the cost of operation now exceeds and, since discontinuance of large scale lumber
operations in 1948, has exceeded the revenue derived therefrom...the operation of the said branch line has
resulted in a loss in the last year of approximately $8,000...." ¶ ...The applicant estimates that maintenance
work amounting to $28,295 will be necessary if the road is continued in operation, whereas gross salvage of
the material which can be recovered is estimated at $29,548.
¶ In a table designed to reflect the decline in freight shipments, the company shows a gross freight revenue
of $284,963 in 1946; $258,151 in 1947; $149,490 in 1958; $22,830 in 1940 and $6,368 for the first three
months in 1950."
CARL MARSCHKE IS NEW MEMBER OF VILLAGE'S COUNCIL "Carl Marschke was named a
member of the Village Board of Trustees at the semi-monthly meeting Tuesday night. ¶ He will fill the
unexpired term of Herbert Curran, who resigned recently. ¶ Marschke, affiliated with the Gustafson Lumber
Company, is a life-long resident of the village. This is the first time he has held public office. ¶ Marschke's
appointment was suggested by Leon Olsen, Village President, who said he had talked with a prospective
appointee and that he was willing to serve...."
DRAFT BOARD MEETS "Henry J. Wiegel, Rib Lake, and Rolland H. Kloth, Goodrich, were classified as
1-A for the Taylor County Selective Service Board which met last week. Francis A. Hohl, Rib Lake, was
placed in the 3-A or married class. Dr. Walter Meyer, Medford, was placed in the Class 2-A (occupation)
for one year, and Dr. Gerome Seidel into 2-A, deferred for 90 days. The two were the county's only special
registrants (doctors, dentists, etc.)."
AUGUST RADTKE FUNERAL SERVICE HELD AT CHURCH "Funeral services were held Wednesday
afternoon for August Radtke, 70, pioneer creamery operator and farmer, who died late Sunday afternoon at
Eau Claire following an illness of several months. ¶ The Rev. C.J. Kionka officiated at services at St. John's
Evangelical Lutheran Church. Burial was in Lakeview Cemetery. Pallbearers were Ed Lamont, Ferdinand
Frank, Charles Kalk, Otto Martin, Leo Czeshinski and Erwin Krueger. ¶ ...He was born in Germany on Sept.
6, 1890, and came to the United States with his parents when he was 2 years old. They settled in this
community about 65 years ago. He had operated a creamery near the Fawn Valley School in earlier days
and later operated a farm across Rib Lake from the village. His wife, the former Elizabeth Juse, died in
1937. ¶ Surviving are two sons, Leo, Whittlesey; and Ray, Rib Lake; four daughters, Mrs. Martin, Mrs. Ruth
Czeshinski, Owen; Mrs. Arlene Hein, Detroit; and Miss Arves Radtke, Eau Claire; two brothers, Carl and
Frank, and a sister, Mrs. Bertha Monske, all of the village. There are 11 grandchildren."
SATCH KAPITZ, HARRY DIETZMAN ELECTED IN RED-HOT COUNTY VOTING ON TUESDAY
"Taylor County remained on the Republican beam Tuesday as a good off-year crowd turned out to
participate in the election. ¶ In the two races occupying most of the attention, Millard (Satch) Kapitz of Rib
Lake was elected assemblyman on the Republican ticket, defeating Luther M. Hamrick, Democrat, 35212481, and Harry Dietzman, Republican, was elected sheriff over two opponents...Total vote in the county
was slightly over 6,000, with Republican candidates, in general, running well ahead of their Democratic
opponents. For instance, Walter Kohler, Jr., Republican candidate for governor, pulled more than 700 more
than his Democratic opponent, Carl W. Thompson. ¶ Kapitz will succeed Nels M. Andersen, Gilman, who
lost out in the primary race. A lifelong Rib Lake resident, he has served as a village official, county board
member and has been chairman of the county board for the past four years.
¶ Sheriff-elect Dietzman had served two terms in the office previously and was under-sheriff to Zastrow
until last spring, when he resigned. He has announced that Marlin (Churney) Curran of Rib Lake, an
unsuccessful candidate for sheriff two years ago, will be his under-sheriff. There was a local angle, too, in
Zastrow's race, as Wessly Stiel, former village marshal, has been Zastrow's under-sheriff since Dietzman
resigned several months ago..."

Technically, the railroad into Rib Lake was the Wisconsin
Central - leased to the Minneapolis, St. Paul and Saulte Ste.
Marie (Soo Line). The railroad between Rib Lake and
Chelsea was 5.5 miles long.

Bear in mind that the United States, in 1949, entered the
Korean War, which was raging. The classification of 1-A
made you immediately available for the draft.

In the 1950's, Millard "Satch" Kapitz was a dominant force in
local politics. With his brothers, Rudy and Art, they ran the
Little Bohemia Tavern and Bowling Alley, 806 McComb Ave.
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WEINBRENNER TO LEAVE; OTHER FACTORY COMING "The Weinbrenner Shoe Company will
cease operations at its Rib Lake plant by the first of the year, but another shoe company will move into the
plant and continue operations at the same, or possibly an expanded scale. ¶ This rumor, which has been
circulated through the village for several weeks, was confirmed Wednesday by Delbert McMullin, local
manager for Weinbrenner, and by Leon Olsen, village president. ¶ McMullin said he has received word from
the management that he was to wind up operations before the first of the year. The machinery and the work
will be transferred to the Marshfield branch, where an as-yet-unused addition to the present Marshfield plant
is available. ¶ McMullin said he was informed that the company is negotiating with a firm, whose identity he
is not authorized to reveal, and that it or some other shoe firm, will definitely occupy the village-owned
plant here..."
8 IN MONTH'S DRAFT "Anton Rezutek, Rib Lake, and George Zutavern, Jr., and Arthur Hartmann, both
of Westboro, are among the 8 men who will be inducted into the armed services from Taylor County in
December, Harold Gowey, Selective Service Clerk, reports..."
CLINIC FUND STARTED WITH DOCTOR'S CHECK "Dr. E.H. Carstens reports the promising sum of
$1,150 has been thus far subscribed towards the Rib Lake Community Clinic, which he recently proposed
for the area. ¶ In a highly commendatory letter from Dr. E.G. Brust, Sr., head of the Brust Clinic at Melrose
Park, Dr. Carstens found enclosed a check for $1,000. Dr. Brust said that he felt he was in a way repaying a
"debt" he owed Dr. Carstens, who, in 1925, helped him found such a clinic for a community also badly in
need. ¶ "Yours is a much-needed and worthy cause." said the letter. "And no small community can afford to
be without a clinic. The only string attached to my check is that you, of course, head the Rib Lake Clinic." ¶
The sum of $150 has been collected from local residents, who feel this is a worthy investment. No concerted
effort has been made thus far to invite a wide circle of citizens to join in."
WITNESSES URGE ICC TO DENY SOO ABANDONMENT "A large number in evidence, designed to
show that the Rib Lake area will undergo unusual hardship if the Soo Line spur between the village and
Chelsea is abandoned, was presented to the Interstate Commerce Commission at Medford last Friday. ¶ It
took longer than an ordinary working day for witnesses for the Wisconsin Central and Soo Line to present
their testimony for abandonment of the branch and for a long parade of witnesses from the village and
vicinity to tell why they believe it should be retained....¶ The railroad claims that its losses from operation of
the branch were $3,066 in 1948; $12,380 in 1949; and $8,831 in the first 9 months of 1950. Revenue was
$23,071 in 1948; $2,492 in 1949; and $1,586 in the first 9 months of 1950. This is not the total revenue, but
that which is "assigned" or apportioned to the branch on the basis of freight which originated or terminated
on the branch. Total revenue on the freight which left here or arrived here was $94,331 in 1948; $13,919 in
1949 and $9,082 for the first 9 months of 1950.
¶ Should the railroad's petition be granted, it was pointed out that the village's only freight service will be
that offered by private trucking companies, unless local residents would want to go to Chelsea or Westboro
for their shipments via railroad. ¶ The protestants pointed to the inadequacy of trucking service by private
companies at the present time, asserting that they by no means provide daily service and claiming that it is
their custom to allow a truckload of freight to be assembled in the warehouses at Medford before it is
brought to Rib Lake. ¶ The individual businessmen witnesses told of their operations and how abandonment
of the spur line would affect them. There was also considerable testimony as to the physical makeup of the
village, population, government, and the fact that it serves an entire area as a trading and shipping center,
rather than merely the village itself.
¶ Among the witnesses were Olsen, [President, Village Board], Millard Kapitz [Chairman of Taylor Co.
Board], Elmer Taylor, former village president; C.C. Lord, village clerk; Harold Zielke, Commercial Club
President; George Tlusty, as school director and as a businessman; F.P. Schaack, Chester Smock, and
George Mikul, lumberman; Vic Kohn, feedmill operator; E.L. Nelson, District Superintendent, Lake
Superior District Power Co.; O.R. Thompson, Rib Lake Dairy Co. Cooperative; Carl Marschke, Manager,
Gustafson Lumber Co; Joe Kauer, fire tower operator; E.R. Clifford, Herald editor; and Nel McMullin,
Weinbrenner Shoes."

These early beginnings eventually proved fruitful; one result
was the recruitment of Dr. Siegfried Hesse, who for many
years operated the Rib Lake Clinic before retiring in the
1980's.

The abandonment at issue was the 5.5 mile Chelsea-Rib Lake
line. In 1989, the Westboro-Chelsea-Whittlesey to Medford
main line was torn up.

12/21/1950

Forests &
Businesses

LOGGING JOB STARTED "Large-scale logging operations are getting underway near Long Lake, where
Art and Frank Johnas of Goodrich have bought all of Section 1 and an additional 160 acres lying across the
line in Price County. ¶ A crew of 8 is bulldozing roads and making other preparations which will be carried
out through the winter. ¶ The section is west of CTH C and north of the east and west road which runs from
Harpers Lake to Mauch's corner. ¶ Art Jonas said there is some unusually good timber there, including some
virgin timber and a good supply of unusual hemlock. The purchase includes all of the section except some
property immediately adjacent to Long Lake. ¶ The Jonas Brothers, who operate a sawmill two miles north
of Hahn's tavern, will use a portable sawmill at the site of the new operations."

I interviewed Frank Jonas regarding this logging job. He said
that he bulldozed the old tote road left by the RLLC through
much of Section 1 beginning on what is now Rustic Road 1.
His bulldozing resulted in a small truck road. In the 1980's the
first half mile of that road - following the old tote road - was
incorporated into the Rib Lake Ski & Snowshoe trail system
and became part of the Timm's Hill National Trail. In 2008
the trail is well maintained and marked with red blazes. The
portion of the trail which is on the old tote road is also marked
with silver blazes.

12/28/1950

Clubs/Orders

MASON'S NEW OFFICERS "New officers of the Rib Lake Lodge #346, Free and Accepted Masons, were
installed Saturday at a public ceremony in the Masonic Lodge rooms, following a 6:30 dinner in the Dodge
Café for members and their guests. ¶ A program of singing and motion pictures followed the installation. ¶
The new officers are Ernest Sunderlin, Worshipful Master; Fred Bailey, Senior Warden; Willaim Berfield,
Junior Warden; Ed Prien, Secretary; Arthur Schultz, Treasurer; Clarence Tippelt, Senior Deacon; Raymond
Warner, Junior Deacon; Ed Martin, Senior Steward; John Lucia, Junior Steward; and Fred Schwartzrock,
Tiler."

The Masonic Lodge rooms were then on the second floor of
the Woodman building, Block A, Lot 3, McComb's Racing
Park Addition. In 2008, the site is a vacant lot north of
Hanke's C&G Gas Station.

STATE MEN NAB WOMEN AFTER WHITE PINES VISIT "State Beverage Division agents were in
Taylor County last week and made a number of people very unhappy. ¶ They secured evidence and caused
the arrest of four women at the White Pines, an establishment west of Highway 13 and a short distance north
of its intersection with Highway 102. ¶ They found a whole passel of youngsters in a tavern in the Town of
Deer Creek, and the proprietor paid fines totaling $250 as a result. ¶ Several Rib Lake tavern men believe
the agents were in their establishments. At least they reported, after hearing of the arrests, that they
remember "strangers" present at different times. As far as could be learned, however, no one around here got
caught at anything. ¶ ...As a result of the visit to the White Pines, warrants were issued for four women. Two
were charged with being inmates of a house of ill fame, one was charged with being the keeper and another
was charged with soliciting for immoral purposes. They were arraigned before Justice August Roeber at
Medford, pleaded not guilty, and were released on bond. A preliminary hearing will be held by Justice
Roeber on February 2 at 10:00 a.m.
¶ Clara Mason was charged with being a keeper of the establishment. Mr. George Clausen was charged with
solicitation, and Irene Johnson and Millie Vardo were charged with being inmates."
FARMERS AGAIN MAY GET TREES TO TRANSPLANT "Two- and four-year-old evergreen trees will
again be available to farmers from the Wisconsin Conservation Department, but a new plan of distribution
will be in effect. ¶ The trees can be used only for reforestation or for wind breaks and cannot be used for
wholly ornamental purposes, County Agent Carl F. Zoerb reports. ¶ The price for the 4-year-old trees which
are recommended for planting in the county, is $15 per thousand. The minimum order which will be
accepted is 500 trees, so farmers or landowners who do not need that many, may join with others in filling
out an order, Zoerb said. ¶ Trees which are available in the 4-year-old category are Norway pine and spruce
and white pine, spruce, and cedar. The orders may be split up in specie units as low as 25. The trees are
about a foot tall. Orders will be filled by the Dept. at Madison as they are received, so Zoerb said it is wise
to enter an early order..."
NINE FROM HERE CALLED FOR ARMED FORCES PHYSICALS "Nine young men from Rib Lake
were among the 44 from Taylor County who will take their armed forces preinduction physical examinations
next week. ¶ The group will meet at the courthouse in Medford at 6:15 a.m. Saturday, Feb. 3, and be
transported in a special chartered bus to the examination center at Minneapolis. They will return to Medford
at 10:30 p.m. the same day. ¶ On the list are Arthur E. Graumann, Route 1; Conrad W. Bube, Foster J. Kalk,
Leon E. Targos, Louis Bednarek, Jr., Jack Trice, Jr., Duane A. Freiberg, Louis H. Graf and James C. Hess. ¶
Others from nearby communities are Rudy L. Downing, Star Route, Westboro; Samuel Diamond, Goodrich;
Ralph E. Frey, Henry H. Dassow, Ray A. Reimann and Robert Bernitt, all of Route 2, Medford."

The White Pines was one of a number of well-known houses
of prostitution which operated for many years in the Chelsea
area. Its location was in the NW 1/4 - NE 1/4, Section 36,
Town 33 North, Range 1 East. It was located at the dead end
on the south side of what in 2008 is known as Fawn Avenue.
Note that legal action marks a dramatic change in law
enforcement towards prostitution at Chelsea. Until c. 1946,
the Chelsea houses of prostitution operated largely with
impunity; law enforcement was well aware of the

1951
1/18/1951

Law

1/18/1951 (cont)
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1/18/1951

Forests &
Environment

1/25/1951

War - Soldiers

prostitution activities and had - up to that time - chosen not to
enforce the law.
For the past 25 years, I have hand-planted 500 evergreens per
year. It's a rite of spring. The cost of 4-year-old bluster-rustresistant white pine is, in 2008, 50 cents a tree.

The American military was actively engaged in the Korean
War, necessitating the draft.

2/8/1951

Law

BAD NEWS FOR VIC! "Vic Meyer, Town of Greenwood, must serve a 1-2 year term in the state prison at
Waupun for illegal possession of beaver pelts and tags. ¶ This was the ruling of the State Supreme Court at
Madison Tuesday when it denied the appeal from his conviction in the circuit court at Medford. ¶ Circuit
Judge G.N. Risjord had sentenced him under the general repeater statute. He had been convicted of armed
robbery in 1941. ¶ Meyer claimed in his appeal that the general repeater statute should not apply because
conservation law violations should come under the game law repeater statute. But the high court held that
the general repeater law held in this case."

The repeater statute increased maximum possible sentences
for "repeaters," i.e., persons convicted of five or more
misdemeanors within 5 years - or 3 or more felonies within 5
years. The Supreme Court ruled that Judge Risjord was within
the law when it took into consideration Meyer's repeater status
- even where the prior convictions were only for game cases.

28/1951

Germania &
Schools

SUNNY SIDE OF THE STREET "…The German class, launched in the spirit of Gemuetlichkeit, is off to a
stumbling start under the sprightly tutelage of Frau Kohn, Frau Prien and Frau Batzer. ¶ Pupils of this class and many more are still needed - will either put the good neighbor policy back on the map or erase it for all
time. This Friday's meeting will be at 4 or 5:30 because of the basketball game in the evening."

The Herald did not provide an explanation behind the German
class. ¶ The Feb. 22 edition of the Herald reported: "German
class grows. New members are joining the adult German class
at the high school. Among those who are enrolled are Miss
Lila Ninman, Mrs. Lucille Hanson, Mrs. Florence Pendergast,
Avis Kohn, Mrs. Mary Upjohn, Miss Margaret Pike, Miss
Julia McCarthy, Marie Kathrein, Barbara Taylor, Dale Lewis,
Dorothy Vlach, Mrs. Elg, Allen Hanke, Norbert Schneider,
Gerald Dewsz. Mrs. Victor Kohn and Mrs. Ed Prien are the
instructors." ¶ Allen Hanke reports the classes died out in a
short while. I suspect Al was more interested in Dorothy
Vlach - whom he married - than German.

2/15/1951

War - Soldiers

20 MEN TAKE PART IN PLANE SPOTTING TESTS "20 Rib Lake men participated in the statewide Civil
Defense Plane Spotting practice over the last weekend. The men, who were stationed at the high school,
worked in pairs on two-hour shifts. Weather was not exactly suitable for the exercises, Ed Martin, the head
man, reported, but they did spot about 5 planes which had been sent out for the practice program. Those
who participated in the practice locally were Martin, Roger Olsen, Dale Louis, Keith Zintz, George Neary,
A.H. Ross, Don Cihasky, Marlin Schopper, Frannie P. Schaack, Bob Bleck, Elmer Taylor, Harold Zielke,
Bob Merk, Charles Clendenning, Don Thielke, Verl Bokath, Ernest Sunderlin, Wayne Bullis, Gerald Dewsz
and Robert Becker."
Obituary
ANDREW OLSON IS DEAD; HAD LIVED HERE ALL HIS LIFE "Funeral services were held Wednesday
afternoon at the Church of Christ for Andrew Olson, 67, who died Sunday afternoon at St. Joseph's Hospital
in Marshfield. ¶ A lifelong resident of the community, Mr. Olson operated a farm near Spirit Lake for many
years. He moved into the village about 4 years ago and since then had served as sexton at Lakeside
Cemetery. ¶ The body was removed to the church from the Taylor Funeral Home Wednesday morning, and
services at the church were conducted by the Rev. Olaf J. Nelson, Jr., of Ogema. Burial was at the Lakeside.
¶ Mr. Olson, who was widely known in the community, was born July 18, 1883. He was married to Miss
Emma Waldhart, Stetsonville, on Feb. 20, 1930. Surviving are his widow, two foster daughters, Rose and
June Evans; two brothers, Charles Olson, Minneapolis; and Anton Olson, Stevens Point; and two sisters;
Mrs. H.E. Rosenfeldt, village; and Mrs. Hilda Connor, Antigo."
Businesses & Rib POPLAR BOLTS WANTED! "By Wisconsin Wood Products, Inc. For prices please contact Carl Marschke,
Lake Wood
Rib Lake, Wis."
Products Co.
Law
WOMEN PAY $35 FINES "Two women who were arrested by State Agents following a visit to the White
Pines in January, were fined in Justice August Roeber's court at Medford last week. ¶ The pair, who gave the
names of Irene Johnson and Millie Vardo, were fined $35 and costs after they were found guilty of being
inmates of a disorderly house. ¶ After hearing the testimony, the court ordered Clara Mason, charged with
being the keeper, and Mrs. George Clausen, charged with soliciting for immoral purposes, bound over to
circuit court for trial. They were released on bond. ¶ District Attorney L.J. Charles said he did not know
when the cases may be tried in the circuit court."

The purpose of the plan was to train people to spot Communist
Russian bombers. At that time the government feared that
long-range bombers from Russia could be flown over the
north pole to bomb American cities and industries. Bear in
mind that the Cold War with the Soviet Union was at its
height and the Korean War was raging.

2/15/1951

2/22/1951

3/1/1951

Advertisement. The reference is to Carl Marschke, Sr.

3/1/1951

Obituary

MRS. AMELIA STIEL, PIONEER RESIDENT, DIES AFTER STROKE "A solemn high requiem mass
was held Wednesday at 9:00 a.m. in St. John the Baptist Church for Mrs. Amelia Gams Stiel, 80, who was
striken suddenly with a cerebral hemorrhage at her home. Msgr. Reuter was the celebrant, with the Rev. Fr.
Dickopf as Deacon and the Rev. Fr. Wisert as Sub-Deacon. ¶ Mrs. Stiel and her husband, Anton Stiel, who
preceded her in death in October of 1928, were pioneer Rib Lake residents. They came to this community
from Germany 50 years ago, after their marriage in Germany, bringing with them a family of three children.
Two of their children had died in Germany. Settling in Rib Lake, Mr. Stiel engaged in work in the mill and
tannery. Mrs. Stiel was an early member of St. John's Church and the Christian Mother's Society.
3/1/1951 (cont)
Obituary (cont) ¶ She is survived by 6 daughters, Mrs. Laura Talbot, Mrs. Anna Payne, Mrs. Clara Fagg, and Miss Catherine
Stiel of Pontiac, Michigan; Mrs. Hermina Nelson, Mendota, Illinois; Miss Christine Stiel, Rib Lake; four
sons, Matt of Pontiac, Michigan; Joe of Mendota, Illinois; Wessly and Leo, Rib Lake; a brother, John Gams,
Oshkosh; 25 grandchildren and 20 great-grandchildren. ¶ Pallbearers included Albert Schreiner, Peter
Bogumill, Fred Niggemann, Anton Gerding, Joe Pertmer, Sr., and John Reinhardt..."
3/22/1951
Schools
REDMEN WIN OVER BARABOO 5; LOSE SECOND TO MADISON WEST 5 "Rib Lake's Redmen
quickly overcame any stage fright which may have been expected of them, when they faced a clever
Baraboo team in the fieldhouse Thursday afternoon in Madision. ¶ When it was all over, the boys from the
northwoods were on the long end of a 64-62 score. ¶ It was a thriller all the way through, with Rib Lake
outscoring the Thunderbirds in the first two periods...Madison sportswriters said that Rib Lake showed some
of the best long basketball shooting in the tournament's history, with Schabel and Cihasky, similar in size to
Hurley's two small guards two years ago, leading the way. ¶ Cihasky made 9 baskets out of 17 tries, most of
them from well out on the floor and Schabel hit 5 out of 12, also mostly long ones. They had some good
assistance on rebounds from the three taller men, Doubek, Minarciny and Lewis. ¶ ...A bad first quarter, in
which Rib Lake Redmen just couldn't "get going" led to their defeat at Madison last Friday night by
Madison West Regents. ¶ The final score was 45-35, West having worked itself into the semi-finals.
3/22/1951 (cont)
Schoola (cont)
¶ West broke away from the barrier like lightning in the Rib Lake game, giving their plays down the center
of the floor. They hit their first two shots and connected on 3 out of the first 4, to take a 6-0 lead in 2
minutes. ¶ Rib Lake's first basket was a hook shot by Doubek, but although the Redmen were trying hard,
the period ended with West leading 17-5. In the second quarter the Redmen scored 6 points to 8 for
Madison. ¶ After the rest at halftime, Rib Lake came back strong in the third period, racking up 11 points to
7 for Madison...¶ In the fourth quarter the crowd really was pulling for Rib Lake as the Redmen came to
within 7 points of Madison, but eventually each team scored 14 points to leave the 10 point margin at the
end."
4/26/1951
Law & Rib Lake - VILLAGE MARSHAL'S JOB IS STILL OPEN; NOBODY WANTS IT. "The Village Board is in a quandry
Village
because it wants to fill the job of marshal, but no one apparently wants the job. ¶ Meeting Tuesday night, the
trustees heard Marshal Elmer Gilge report that he was not interested in continuing the position. ¶ He said he
had no objection to continuing as maintenance man for the village, but that the marshal's duties placed too
much of a burden on him and resulted in repeated night calls and other inconveniences, which he doesn't
care for..."
4/16/1951
Fire
RIB LAKE'S WILDERNESS TOWER "When the winter snows have finally gone, Joseph A. Kauer, the
lookout man for the Wilderness Tower, becomes a very busy man. The tower is east of Rib Lake near Wood
Lake in the former RLLC holdings. ¶ In the early morning hours he leaves the comfortable cabin pictured
below [two photographs accompany this article] and climbs a 120-foot ladder, which leads to the tower's
observatory, accompanied by his lunch, and whatever else may be necessary for his day's stay up there. ¶ It
is his duty to protect the area from fire, natural or manmade. Having detected his smoke, he determines the
approximate location by means of protractor, then hastens to report it either to Prentice or Tomahawk's
ranger station, in whatever district it happens to be, by radio or telephone, whichever best suits the occasion.
¶ In case of a wildfire, the suppression crew at the ranger station takes immediate action on the fire."
4/16/1951
Fire
REPORT FROM WILDERNESS BY JOSEPH A. KAUER "During my 8 years as towerman, I have
reported 56 wild fires, which burned a total area of 170 acres of forest land before they could be brought
under control. None were what could be termed serious, but we must remember that every wild fire is
potentially a dangerous one which can cause a great amount of damage. ¶ The number of fires, causes, and
total acreaage burned are listed below: 9 caused by lightning, 4 acres; 12 caused by trains, 24 acres; 89
caused by careless smokers burning 20 acres; 7 fires without permit burning 34.25 acres; 11 fires caused by
hunters burning 31.25 acre; and 8 fires - permit fires which got out of control. ¶ Of special interest to me and
to the entire community is the reforestration project being carried out in the vicinity of old Camps 10 and 13
of the former lumber company property. ¶ It is my earnest hope that I may never need report a fire in the
area covered by this project, as much effort has gone into it, which will have been wasted, in addition to the
terrible waste which every forest fire causes. I will appreciate the effort and cooperation of all individuals on
keeping this area as free as all other forest lands,

The Redmen from Rib Lake made state history. Bear in mind
that in 1951 there were no categories of schools. A tiny Rib
Lake played in the same league with the huge high schools of
Madison and Milwaukee. ¶ Rib Lake was coached by George
Neary. The team consisted of Duane Christensen, manager;
Bernie Schabel, guard; Harold Schopper, guard; Roger
Nyberg, forward; Dale Lewis, forward; Marvin Doubek,
center; Ronald Minarciny, forward; Bill Mathias,

guard; Robert Edelburg, center; Lyle Blomberg, forward, and
Donald Cihasky, guard. Rib Lake cheerleaders included Betty
Schabel, Mary Ann Hengst and Carlye Schwoch. ¶ This was
the first Taylor County team to reach Madison.

The Wilderness fire tower was owned by the Wisconsin
Conservation Dept. and located 1/4 mile from the Lincoln Co.
line in the NW 1/4-NE 1/4, Section 24, Town 33 North, Range
3 East. The tower was removed about 1980, along with a
cabin residence near its base. The next article is by the tower
watchman, Joseph A. Kauer.

The reforestration project that Mr. Kauer mentions is the
planting of evergreen seedlings, principally red pine. During
the late 1940's and the 1950's a massive effort was made to
plant hundreds of acres to red pine, pinus resenosa These
plantations were a success. Many plantations are within the
Taylor County Forest and in 2008 can be readily inspected by
car by driving the forest highway system. County forest
managers erected signs indicating the dates of the plantings
and the thinnings that have taken place. Signs in Section 12,
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Fire (cont)

fire free. ¶ Visitors are heartily welcomed at the tower, and I will gladly describe my duties to them, hoping
this will spread the message of fire protection to everyone."

Town 33 North, Range 3 East indicate that the first thinning
occurred in 1987, the second in 1997, and the third thinning
was just completed in the spring of 2008.
FIRE FIGHTING PROGRESS RECOUNTED BY C.R. CLAUSEN, EMERGENCY FIRE WARDEN, RIB On April 26, 1951, the Rib Lake Herald published the "Forest
LAKE "It was in 1910 that my wife and I landed in Rib Lake to live, I having made regular trips to this same Fire Prevention edition". It consisted of 12 pages, the majority
country each year to hunt. We arrived here in the latter part of June and were moving our belongings to the of which were devoted to fire related issues. ¶ The "Carlson
rooms over the drug store. We had our complete carrying-up of the last of our furniture, when the whistle
Hill at James Lake," is the ski hill at Camp Forest Springs.
began to blow, one on the tannery, one at the mill and one at the Konz mill; and we were informed that the
whole country was burning and that we might as well prepare to evacuate. ¶ The lumber engine hooked onto
a string of box cars and stood in readiness to take all of the inhabitants out of danger in case the fire got into
the lumber yard. Every man and boy capable of doing anything towards fighting fire was called to the
service of fighting fire. ¶ Our Volunteer Fire Department had all the hose that they possessed strung from the
Kelnhofer Store (now the Seidel Store) to west on Landall Ave. to the old Hintz mill site where the fire was
already in the old slab and sawdust piles. The Village was blue with the smoke of the fire, and it was nearly
unbearable.
The boys worked all through the night, and by morning had everything under control, at least for the time
being. ¶ In those days we did not have any fire wardens and equipment furnished by the state to take such
matters in hand. All fire orders were issued by the fire department and by the different town chairman. ¶ It
was about a week before everything was safe and business went along as usual. It was a very dry year and
fires burned all the lands west of the lake, then around Little Rib and Muddy Rib Lakes, then going north
into the James Lake and Harper Lake territory. Just about the whole block lying north of the tannery and
north to Harper Lake got an awful scorching, and thus far, none of these lands have fully recovered from the
damage inflicted by this season's fires. ¶ It had always been customary for anyone to burn as they felt like it,
and Sundays were the days when the whole country would show signs of fires, some set by settlers, to crawl
until they went out, and sometimes going for miles; others set by hunters and fishermen just for the fun?
And no one even gave a thought as to just what damage was being done.
¶ Getting the general public to recognize the damage wrought by burning the county in this way was like
forcing a dose of castor oil down a small boy's throat. There was great resentment in the farming
communities for a long time, but eventually it began to sink in, first to a few influentials, and by degrees it
spread more rapidly. ¶ About 1927 I was appointed as fire warden and I would get a long distance telephone
call from the ranger at Park Falls to locate a fire that was burning in this territory. In those days the only fire
towers we had in Taylor County were as follows: one at Perkinstown that consisted of tamarack poles and
spliced to make a tower about 35-feet tall; this was an all-wood affair, and you had to be a squirrel to crawl
to the top of it. There was the Lookout on the Gus Johnson farm residence located on STH 102. We had
some long ladders to reach the roof and from there a ladder onto the roof to the peak of the house, where
there were a couple of boards fastened to be used as a platform. Then there were the several high points'
advantage that one can see the whole country from, such as the Carlson hill at James Lake, where you can
look across country to Rib Lake near Wausau and several other places
that were very good. ¶ Taylor County at first seemed to be rather antagonistic towards all this, thereby not
getting the benefits that would otherwise be available. Eventually they came to, and then is when we had the
first steel tower erected, and from then on we were connecting to the whole plan by getting towers placed at
strategic points. Then the rangers headquarters began getting equipment. The ranger station at Prentice was
built and Taylor County began to get supervision and equipment and personnel who were trained. ¶ At about
this time the rangers began to clamp down and enforce the laws regarding permits, and from then on things
began to move smoother and with less friction. ¶ Today we have as complete a setup for fire prevention as is
possible under the circumstances. People are more fire conscious and realize the mistakes made in the past
and are more willing to cooperate, making it a lot easier for the rangers and all concerned. ¶ When we first
started fighting fire, we had a shovel and 12-quart pail and maybe an axe. These I had to furnish myself.
¶ I have seen this fire department grow from an infant that was not very well-liked to a full-fledged
department that is now accepted as necessary and one that can pay its own way, by the amount of resources
that it can help to conserve, by educating the public to the necessity and needs of conservation. ¶ Now let's
all pull together and help reap the benefits derived from the conservation of forests, land, plants and animal
life. ¶ Yours truly for the conservation of all of the above, for the past 30 years, and I hope for many years
to come. I am only 69 years old now and am the county surveyor and still a fire warden."
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Germania

AS I SEE IT. With a special Forest Fire Prevention edition" in addition to our local "Rib Lake Herald"
This is typical of the articles in the annual Rib Lake Herald
paper, should make us all take a little more time in reading both issues of this date. ¶ While fire prevention is Forest Fire Prevention edition - always printed on green paper.
given a lot of publicity by schools, papers, lecturers, radios, etc., it's one item that we have to keep on
repeating, to try and keep all fires from getting started that are not for a purpose and controlled. ¶ Why I may
be a little more forest fire conscious than most people is that in my early teenage days, many a day was spent
with the older men in trying to stop forest fires. But little effects some of our work had, the damage done,
and how often we were almost encircled in the fast-moving fire, are all times that will be remembered as
long as I live. ¶ We have come a long way since those days in controlling fires, but with a period of dry
weather and strong winds, our latest fire equipment is still no match for a bad forest fire.
¶ A green country and forest is one of nature's most beautiful works. We who live in those surroundings may
at times become a little slack in not taking all precautions in fire prevention. With the increasing of tourists
in northern Wisconsin, we all have a duty to keep these people informed in preventing forest fires. ¶ By
keeping forest fires under control, our results are unmeasurable, such as having a water shed, improving the
trees that are being planted, the wild animal life, the fish in lakes and streams and a future supply of forest
products. By doing conservation work in all forms, we will all enjoy a Green Wisconsin."
SUCKER DIPPING IS PROHIBITED BY WARDEN MARCON "The law against taking suckers from
Taylor County streams by dip net will be strictly enforced in the future, Warden John Marcon announced
Tuesday. ¶ The practice has been illegal for many years, but because there was nothing but suckers in many
waters, it had been tolerated by the warden. ¶ Now, the number of spawning walleyes is increasing,
particularly around Rib Lake, and many of these are being taken by the sucker fishermen. Hence the
requirement that the only way to take any fish, including suckers, is by hook and line, will be enforced. ¶
"This action is being taken to protect the walleyed pike which have materially increased in Rib and Harper
Lakes and other waters," Marcon said. "Through the efforts of the Rib Lake Fish & Game Association and
the landowners around the tannery pond, all signs point that Rib Lake will again produce good walleyes in
the near future. It would be a great shame to hamper this progress by allowing a few to take these fish
illegally during the spawning run.""
ADVERSTISEMENT: HELP WANTED! For planting trees in county forest east of Rib Lake. 80 cents per
hour with 5 cents an hour bonus to those staying throughout the job. Mileage allowance for those with cars.
Apply to Fred Vlach or Little Bohemia, Rib Lake, Wis."
WEED MEETING SET "All weed commissioners and town village and city officials have been requested to
attend one of two meetings to be held in Taylor County under auspices of the Extension Service, University
of Wisconsin. ¶ One meeting will be held at 2:00 p.m. in the agricultural room of the courthouse on
Wednesday, May 16, and the other will be held at the Gilman High School at 8:00 p.m. on the same day. ¶
The meetings will include discussions of the state weed law, the use of chemicals in 2-4-D spray material,
and spray rig equipment will be shown. All weed commissioners are required to be present, and town,
village and city officials are asked to attend, as they have a definite responsibility in enforcing the law."
ED THUMS NEW HEAD OF VILLAGE FISH, GAME CLUB "Edwin Thums was elected president of the
Rib Lake Fish & Game Association at a meeting in Vlach's 102 tavern Monday night. He succeeds Fred
Vlach. ¶ Other officers are John Schreiner, vice president; Frank Yanko, secretary (re-elected) and Eugene
R. Clifford, treasurer. ¶ Several members reported that the dam at Spirit Lake, constructed last summer, has
shown some signs of washing near the ends and that the fish ladders are not properly constructed. A
committee composed of Adolph Vlach, Fred Vlach and Don Meyer was named to investigate and report at
the next meeting..."
C. ZOERB SELECTS DISPLACED PERSON FARMHANDS "Germany has a number of unusually
qualified farmers now eligible for immigration to the United States under the displaced persons act,
according to C.R. Zoerb, County Agricultural Agent. ¶ Zoerb is on leave from his county agent work to help
select farmers in Germany for the displaced persons commissioner. The Volkdeutsche farmers now eligible
for immigration to this county are people of German ethnic origin, says Zoerb. They moved from Germany
several hundred years ago into eastern European countries and became substantial citizens there. Zoerb
continues that they were expelled en masse when their countries were taken over by Communist regimes
four years ago. ¶ Many operate tractors and are familiar with machinery. Farm families and single farm
workers are eligible. There are also farm domestics, gardeners and landscape workers who want to come to
this country. ¶ Zoerb said that Wisconsin farmers who want these personally selected people should file
immediately with the Wisconsin state office. Deadline for acceptance is July, 1951."

Taylor County was hiring help to hand-plant thousands of
evergreen seedlings in the county forest.
For many years, Walter, "Wimpy," Wilhelms was the village's
official "Weed Commissioner."

5/24/1951

Forest, School

KEEPING WISCONSIN GREEN "This brand new green and white sign [a photograph shows a variety of
students in front of a sign reading Rib Lake School Forest] designating our school forest at the intersection
of the Harper Lake Road and the Westboro shortcut, is flanked by some 125 tired, but proud high school
youngsters who had just completed the planting of 4,000 pine trees in the 80-acre grounds. ¶ The trees,
provided by the State Conservation Dept., were set out in a forest clearing that had previously been plowed
in furrowed rows. The planting project was completed in the record time of one hour and ten minutes under
the supervision of Principal Robert Becker and Keith Zintz, ag teacher."
5/31/1951
Westboro &
WESTBORO FOLKS DIVIDED ON DAM "Proposed construction of the Silver Creek flowage at Westboro
Environment
was discussed at length by proponents and opponents at a public hearing. ¶ The county board had ordered
the commission to hold a hearing and then make a recommendation on the suggested appropriation of $500
for a survey, looking towards construction of a dam which again would flood an area which was reclaimed
in 1921 after lumber mill operations there dwindled. ¶ Attorney Clifford Curran, representing 10 landowners
who would be affected by the flooding operations, asserted that most of his clients would have to move
elsewhere or drastically cut their farm operations if the proposal was accepted. He said the value of the
farms alone is some $70,000, that they keep 131 milk cows, producing 750,000 pounds of milk a year. Value
of milk produced on the farms in the past 5 years was about $100,000, he said. ¶ Creation of the dam is not
practical, he claimed, as the property submerged would no longer yield taxes, and the town would have the
immediate expense of raising the north and south road along the east side of the flowage.
5/31/1951 (cont)
Westboro &
¶ Curran said the recreational needs of the community are met by the Mondeaux flowage, as well as Harper
Environment (cont) and Spirit Lakes to the east; that taxes are high enough now and that cutting out any farmland from use will
reduce the income and wealth of the county as a whole. Several of the protestors also testified in detail as to
how the dam would affect their operations. ¶ Those currently represented were Douglas G. Bahnsen, Lola
Bahnsen, David Holm, Esther Drisgill, John W. Lucia, Anna Lucia, Arvid Arkola, Rueben J. Niemi, Gus
Arkola and Ina Arkola. ¶ Among those who favored the flowage were Arvid Peterson, Oscar Rademacher,
Walter Ahlers, Robert Wheelock, John Nowak. They claim that the flowage would add thousands of dollars
to the value of surrounding property, and that the land in question is better suited to recreational
development than farming. They urged that the survey be conducted, asserted it would definitely determine
the suitability of returning the property to its old status as a body of water. ¶ The town of Westboro has
voted $500 towards the survey and asked the county for another $500 to match it."
6/7/1951
Roads
NEW SURFACE FOR HIGHWAY 102 ON SUMMER PROGRAM "An improved highway between Rib
Lake and STH 13 became a certainty this week, with the announcement by the county highway department
that an approximate 5-mile stretch of 102 will be covered with a new mat of blacktop in the near future...¶
Meanwhile, application of the final coat of gravel will go on the new section of Highway 102 before the
final blacktop surface is applied. The Davis Construction Company, Marshfield contractors, has set up a
crusher in the Leo Kaehne pit on Highway C, and first loads of gravel were hauled to the northern end of the
section, near Mauch's corners [In 2008 STH 102 and Rustic Road 1]."
6/7/1951
Railroads - Wis. NEW TRAIN SCHEDULE "Soo Line passenger trains out of Chelsea are now operating on a schedule
Central
approximately an hour later than the previous one, Agent O.R. Reistad announces. ¶ The northbound
passenger train, which leaves Chicago at 6:30 p.m. the previous day, now arrives at Chelsea at 5:24 a.m. It
formerly arrived at 4:20 a.m. ¶ The southbound train now leaves Chelsea at 10:15 p.m., instead of 9:15 p.m.,
and arrives at Chicago at 8:15 a.m. the next day. ¶ The railroad also announces that the coaches on these
trains are air-conditioned and have individual-type reclining seats."
6/14/1951
Obituary & Spirit NEWS FROM SPIRIT, HERMAN BERGLING DIES "Funeral services were held at the Mission Covenant
Church last Friday for Herman Bergling, 73, who died at Sacred Heart Hospital at Tomahawk Monday. A
native of Sweden, he had lived in Spirit since 1901. Survivors are a brother, Emil, Merrill; a nephew,
Richard Bergling; and two sisters in Sweden. His wife and a son preceded him in death. Burial was in
Hillcrest Cemetery."
6/28/1951
Spirit & Businesses IDLE ACRES OPENING "Grand opening of the Idle Acres Tavern & Resort is scheduled for July 4, Ray
and Marge Thiel, the proprietors, announced. The establishment is on Bass Lake, on STH 86, 6 miles east
of Ogema. A smorgasboard will be served between 3:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. on opening day. The Thiels
formerly operated the Maple Knoll at Spirit Lake."
7/12/1951
Schools
GREENWOOD "Henry Klemm was reelected director of Greenwood District #1 at the annual school
meeting Monday night. Ted Schwoch and Art Freiboth are the hold-over clerk and treasurer, respectively. ¶
The voters approved a budget of $12,000, approximately twice that of last year, because of dwindling state
aid. The school district operates 5 schools in Greenwood - Sunny Knoll, Green Grove, Green Meadow,
Buddy and Highland."

The Westboro shortcut road ran along the south boundary of
the Rib Lake School forest. CTH D follows most of its route except for its eastern-most 1/4 mile; that part of the old
Westboro shortcut, in 2008, is part of the community ski and
snowshoe trail.

The dam was never built. It would have been constructed just
north of what is, in 2008, County Highway D in the SW 1/4 SW 1/4, Section 7, Town 33 North, Range 2 East. A dam on
that site had created a mill pond for the Westboro Lumber
Company.

For years, the Kaehne pit supplied untold truckloads of sand
and gravel. After commercial excavations ended c. 1990, the
current owners, Thomas M. and Mary Ann Rusch, planted red
pine, which thrive there without topsoil.

This church once stood on the southeast corner of STH 86 and
CTH YY.

In 2008 the site is now occupied by the Catch a Dream Resort,
owned and operated by Kathy and Lyle Blomberg.

Note that the Greenwood School District still ran five separate
grade schools.
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Fawn Valley &
Schools

SNOW FENCE MANUFACTURER STARTS IN MACHINE SHOP "The manufacture of snow fence in
the old lumber company machine shop building will be started this week, by the St. Croix Corporation, John
Olsen, a partner in the firm, announced Wednesday. ¶ More than two carloads of wooden lath used in the
snow fence has been received at the local plant from the State of Washington, and machinery used in
weaving the fence has been transferred here from the company's former snow fence plant at Unity, Olsen
said. ¶ Olsen said he expects operation late this week, with only a few men, but intimated that the force
would be increased as the men learned their jobs. Local help will be employed, he said, and he has made
contacts with enough men to take care of the plant's need for some time. ¶ The corporation, which also
manufactures fishing poles and other wooden products at Unity, has purchased a number of additional lots
fronting on McComb Ave., south from the machine shop building to Railroad Street. These were bought
from Rudy Mueller, Rhinelander, who took over the lumber company's property when operations were
ceased about 2 years ago.
¶ This property includes the brick building formerly used for the kilns and it is understood that the kilns will
be renovated and used for some future manufacturing processes by the St. Croix corporation..."
HARPERS LAKE NEWS "Guests at Camp Carter this week were Mrs. Irma Grosko and Kay Krapez, both
of Chicago. ¶ Guests at Seidel's cottages this week include Mr. and Mrs. Howard Voight, Mr. and Mrs.
Oscar Ellingson and George Howell and Tom Carroll, all of Beloit. ¶ Other guest vacationers at Seidel's
cottages include Mr. and Mrs. George Ogilbe and family, Kenosha; Mr. and Mrs. Robert River, Wisconsin
Rapids; Mr. and Mrs. Edward Rasmussen, Marshfield; Mr. and Mrs. Marvin E. Haskins, Madison; Mr. and
Mrs. William Hammer and family, Mr. and Mrs. Frank Strake, all of Chicago. ¶ Guests at Harper Lake
Resort this week include Mr. and Mrs. Frank Seebeck and Steve Zema, Chicago; Mr. and Mrs. Tom
Mansell, Elmhurst, Illinois; Miss Theisen and Miss Thayer of Chicago; and Mr. and Mrs. Rudy Vlach and
Mrs. Monske and son, Milwaukee."
SOO LINE GIVEN PERMISSION TO REMOVE TRACKS "Village officials and businessmen were
casting about to determine the next step, following receipt of the news that the Interstate Commerce
Commission has granted the Soo Line's petition to abandon the Rib Lake-Chelsea spur. ¶ The order of the
commission, dated July 19, held that the "present and future public convenience and necessity," permits
abandonment of the spur. ¶ Expressing regret that the commission had overlooked the importance of the
road to the village and the extensive testimony to that effect presented to it, Village President Leon Olsen
said that it is probable that another appeal will be made direct to the railroad. ¶ In other words, although the
road now has authority to abandon the line, it is not required to do so, and possibly can be prevailed upon to
allow it to remain in operation in case the community believes that by attracting new industry, it eventually
can make it self-sustaining.
¶ Olsen and several others from here conferred with officials of the road at the Twin Cities in the spring and
received some encouragement, although no definite promises were made that the line would not be
abandoned if the ICC authorized it. ¶ The village officials also are studying the possibility of leasing the
5.555 miles stretch. Under this arrangement, similar to that in effect in other former lumber communities in
the north, the community would provide a "dinky" engine or some other means of locomotion, and then
could transfer carloads of freight between the village and the Ashland-Spencer main line at Chelsea."
MILL TO BE RAZED "Razing of the old sawmill property was started this week by the Potaczek brothers
of Medford, who had bought it several months ago after the mill operations had ceased. ¶ Some dismantling
had been started on the east of the frame building, and the roof had been removed from the old "fire hole"
building to salvage the steel girders. ¶ Work of dismantling then was stopped for a while but the Medford
firm agreed to resume it this week, following a conference with local officials. ¶ In connection with the
dismantling, village president Leon Olsen said the firm had offered to leave the brick smokestack standing if
the village would like to have it as sort of a memorial to the lumber industry. It was pointed out that there
would be little salvage value in the stack, were it pushed over or dynamited, and that it might be retained as
a memorial and landmark in the future.
¶ Olsen said the village board is anxious to learn the wishes of the citizens on this matter and that in the
future all will be given an opportunity to vote in a poll. It is planned to conduct an official poll on this and
other subjects affecting the community which may arise in the future, he intimated."
REPAIR PLAN APPROVED "Voters of the Fawn Valley School District #2, Town of Rib Lake, approved
an extensive remodeling program at a recent special meeting. ¶ The improvements will include installation
of a pressure water system, restrooms, a hot lunch program kitchen, enclosing of the furnace and fuel rooms,
and laying of a new floor on the lower grades room. ¶ Plans for the improvement have been approved by the
county superintendent of schools and the architect for the State Dept. of Public Instruction. ¶ District officers
are Howard Lamont, director; Tom Polacek, clerk; and Kenneth Hein, treasurer."

In 2008 the old machine shop building is occupied by Fischer
Creek Pet Foods, 670 McComb Ave.

By 2008 all of the former cottage resort buildings have either
been torn down or renovated into private cottages.

Everett A. Rusch has published and sells a full-color map of
Taylor County, showing the track location of the 12 railroads
that operated in Taylor County. He can be reached at W2348
Wood Lake Avenue, phone 715-427-5596, email EAR@newnorth.net. ¶ The Rib Lake-Chelsea railroad
operated between 1883-1951, 68 years.

One of the Potaczek brothers was Julius Potacek, who for
many years operated Potacek's scrap yard on Allman Street in
the City of Medford. One of his sons continues to operate the
scrap yard there in 2008. ¶ This smokestack, 167-feet tall, was
reputedly the tallest in Wisconsin. It would have made an
impressive and appropriate memorial.

8/9/1951

Agriculture & Fire FLASH FIRE RAZES BARN SILO ON BILL TILCH FARM "Fire of undetermined origin late last
Thursday night destroyed a large barn and badly damaged two silos on the William Tilch farm on Highway
C in the Town of Greenwood. ¶ Members of the Rib Lake Volunteer Fire Department were able to save the
other buildings, including the farm home, a grainery and a machine shop, but the fire in the barn had reached
the stage where it could not be controlled by the time the department arrived..."
8/16/1951
Railroads - Wis. BUSINESS LEADERS SEEK TO CONTINUE SOME RAIL SERVICE "Representative businessmen of
Central
the community gathered at the village hall and made plans to send a delegation to St. Paul to ascertain that
some arrangement can be made whereby carload freight service may be continued to the village over the Soo
Line. ¶ Orrin Reistad, agent, has been notified that Aug. 28 will be his final day on duty and that the depot
will then be checked out and closed. The notice indicated that work on removing the rails will be started a
short time later. ¶ Since the ICC decision was made, village president Leon Olsen received a telephone call
from E.D. Jones, General Traffic Agent, who asked whether the community wished to confer further with
railroad officials concerning the possibility of maintaining some sort of carload freight service. ¶ Olsen and
a committee had talked to Jones previously, before the commission's decision was announced, and he then
assured them that the railroad would be a sympathetic ear to the village if petitioned for service, even if the
abandonment petition was granted.
8/16/1951 (cont) Railroads - Wis. ¶ The group meeting last week named a delegation composed of Leon Olsen, John Olsen of the St. Croix
Central (cont)
Corporation, which operates the new snow fence factory; O.R. Thompson, of the Rib Lake Dairy Company
Cooperative; and Victor Kohn, Rib Lake Roller Mills, to confer with Jones at his convenience. ¶ In case the
company is unwilling to provide occasional carload service, without benefit of depot and agent, the local
group will consider the idea of leasing the tracks and providing their own locomotive to bring cars to and
from Chelsea."
8/30/1951
Railroads - Wis. SOO LINE AGREES TO LEAVE SPUR; REMOVES TRACK "A Rib Lake delegation gained one small
Central
concession from the Soo Line Railroad after a conference of several hours with officials of the railroad at St.
Paul. ¶ The rail officials turned deaf ears to the pleas of the local group that the rails of the Rib Lake-Chelsea
spur be allowed to remain in, so that occasional carload service could be provided, or that local interests
might lease the track and provide their own means of locomotion for carload shipments made between here
and Chelsea. ¶ They did agree, however, to allow some 2,270 feet of track between the main line at Chelsea
and Highway 13 to remain intact and also agreed to haul cinders there so that carload shippers may load and
unload cars there handily. This will eliminate the necessity of trucks driving into Chelsea on a curving
highway. It will mean that carload shippers will have an additional 10 miles of truck travel for each truck
load.
8/30/1951 (cont) Railroads - Wis. ¶ However, according to Mayor Leon Olsen, this should not constitute any great handicap since there are
Central (cont)
few business firms who have sidings now, and all must send their trucks from their own establishments to
the siding near the depot. Highway 102 is in good shape, having been resurfaced with blacktop earlier in the
summer. ¶ Members of the delegation were Olsen; C.C. Lord, Village Clerk; John Olson, of the St. Croix
Corporation; and Robert Hebert, Tomahawk attorney, who assisted them in presenting their plea to the
railroad officials."
9/6/1951
Mud Lake &
DESCENDANT OF FIVE PIONEERS AT MUD LAKE IN ANNUAL REUNION "Some 75 members of
Germania
five pioneer families who settled in the Mud Lake area northeast of the village more than 50 years ago were
present for the third annual Mud Lake reunion at the Joseph Kauer, Sr., home on Sunday. ¶ It was in 1897
that Anton Kauer purchased land and moved into the area. He was followed by his brothers, Joe and John,
Lambert Enders, Peter H. Lamberty and Peter Fuchs. ¶ Only two members of the original families remain,
Joe Kauer, Sr., and Mrs. Peter Fuchs. ¶ Mr. Kauer, Sr., reports that in spite of the drizzling rain, "Everybody
had a fine Gemuetliche Zeit, and there were a lot of pictures taken, even our group, the men with the
mustaches."
9/13/1951
Agriculture & Fire NEW AGENT NAMED "Joe Tuss, former 4-H club agent in Taylor County, has been named to replace
County Agent Carl Zoerb, now in Europe, in temporary capacity as county agent, according to Millard
Kapitz, chairman of the Taylor County Agricultural Committee. ¶ An extension of Zoerb's leave of absence
to Dec. 30, so that he may complete his duties as screening displaced persons for agricultural service in this
country, came through the University of Wisconsin Extension Division, from the U.S. Dept. of Agriculture.
¶ August Blome, who has ably filled the post vacated by Zoerb, will remain in the Extension Office,
cooperating with Tuss in the capacity of a 4-H club agent."

Ironically, the same issue of the Herald contained a
photograph of the "first load of snow fence" to be
manufactured at Rib Lake. It contains 187 rolls of snow fence
and went by truck to Minneapolis. The snow fence factory
was the old machine shop where the RLLC maintained and
repaired its railroad locomotives.

The saved stub track ran as far east at STH 13. It flopped. By
c. 1975, it, too, was removed.

Joe Kauer's German was still excellent; a "Gemuetliche Zeit"
is a hospitable or great time.

9/13/1951

Church - Catholic - NEW PRIEST ARRIVES "Fr. Edward A. Moorman, C.PP.S., the newly appointed pastor of the Assumption
St. John the Baptist parish, Chelsea, and Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Whittlesey, has taken up his residence in Rib Lake. He
succeeds Fr. Norman Koller, who is now Dean of Men at St. Joseph's College, Collegeville, Indiana. ¶ Fr.
Moorman received his college course at St. Joseph's. His last 6 years of philosophical and theological
training were had at the St. Charles Seminary, Carthagenia, Ohio. He was ordained to the priesthood May 7,
1939. ¶ For 3-1/2 years he was a chaplain in the Army, winning the rank of Captain. He was a paratrooper
Captain of the 17th Airborne Division and saw heavy battle service in Europe during WWII."
9/20/1951
Obituary
GUY WALLACE, 80, VILLAGE PIONEER, DIES IN HOSPITAL. "One of Rib Lake's oldest residents,
Guy Wallace, 80, was buried Wednesday, following his death at Winnebago State Hospital near Oshkosh. ¶
In ill health almost a year, and seriously ill since March, Mr. Wallace succumbed from congestive heart
failure. He had been taken to the hospital only 3 days previously. ¶ A native of Brooklyn, New York, the son
of Alexander and Helen Van Gieson Wallace, Guy came to the Rib Lake area when he was 15. For many
years he was a leather grader at the old tannery here. When it went out of business, he took employment as a
lumber grader with the RLLC. He had retired from active work before the mill closed three years ago last
spring. ¶ In his recent years he has been very much interested in the history of Rib Lake and the adjacent
territory and was considered an authority on events of the earlier years. He had written a lengthy history of
the community, which was published serially in the Herald several years ago.
9/20/1951 (cont)
Obituary (cont) ¶ He was born on July 4, 1871, and had been in the community for about 65 years. He was married to Miss
Flossie Page at Deer Creek March 9, 1903. ¶ Surviving are the widow; a daughter, Naida, Mrs. George
Straub, with whom he and Mrs. Wallace made their home; three sons, Billy, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania; and
Lester and Richard, Milwaukee; and 11 grandchildren ¶ The Rev. Douglas K. Marks officiated at the
services at the Methodist Church on Wednesday and at the interment service in Lakeview Cemetery. ¶
Private funeral services for the family had been held in the church at 11:00 a.m. Pallbearers were Fred
Niggemann, Herbert Curran, Joe Donner, Paul Kaske, James Downs and Ferdinand Meyer."
9/27/1951
Law & Harper Lake AUTHORITIES CHECK DEATH OF MOTHER OF RUNAWAYS. "Taylor and Washburn County
authorities were engaged in a baffling investigation involving two runaway boys, whose mother was found
dead in their farm home near Rib Lake. ¶ The investigation started Monday when the boys, Harley, 16, and
Gaylord, 13, were picked up near Shell Lake and revealed that their mother, Mrs. Helen Swope, 52, was
dead at their home on the Harper Lake Road north of the village. ¶ When Sheriff Harry Dietzman went to
the home Monday afternoon, he found Mrs. Swope on a bed, and she was pronounced dead. The unusual
angles in the case began to develop then and continued Wednesday. ¶ The two boys have changed their
stories several times and Dietzman said that unless they come up with logical stories Wednesday afternoon,
after being apart some time and questioned separately, they would be taken to Madison for a lie detector test.
9/27/1951 (cont) Law & Harper Lake ¶ First developments locally in the case came Monday afternoon when Sheriff L.W. Stegeman of Washburn
(cont)
County telephoned the county welfare department that the boys had been apprehended in an old car, which
was out of gasoline and bore no license plates. They had told the sheriff that their mother was dead and that
they had left home so they would not be put into an institution. ¶ Later they said that their mother had told
them she was about to die and urged them to leave home and go to the home of a relative in the west..."

In 2004, the Whittlesey congregation began to share a priest
with Holy Rosary Church in Medford. The Chelsea church
structure was torn down in February of 2006.

The 1936 Guy Wallace history of Rib Lake is one of the best
written, authoritive histories of early Rib Lake. It can be
found in the CDs of Rib Lake History, Documents & Photos,
which can be found at the Rib Lake Public Library. The
Wallace history was republished in the annotated chronology
in 4 parts: 3/26/1948, 4/2/148, 4/16/1948 and 4/23/1948.

10/4/1951

Obituary

FERD UNGERER, 74, EARLY CARPENTER, BURIED THURSDAY "Solemn high requiem mass was to
be held this morning at St. John the Baptist Catholic Church for Ferdinand Ungerer, 74, who died Sunday at
St. Joseph's Hospital. Burial was in the Lakeview Cemetery. ¶ A native of Austria, Mr. Ungerer came to this
country when he was a young man. He was born Oct. 8, 1873. He came to Rib Lake about 47 years ago and
was employed as a carpenter by the lumber company. He had a reputation as an excellent cabinet maker and
had done work privately for many people in the area. He was married to Miss Mary Schmidt at Phillips..."

10/4/1951

Rib River

DAM PLANNED ON LOWER RIB RIVER NEAR RIB FALLS "The Wisconsin Valley Improvement
This dam was never constructed.
Company of Wausau is contemplating construction of a dam 70-feet high at the old Baesemann damsite at
Rib Falls in Marathon County.It would aid materially in reducing flood peaks and controlling the flow of the
Wisconsin River in its Wausau-to-Wisconsin Rapids reach, the company reports. ¶ The Harza Engineering
Company of Chicago has been engaged to prepare plans and cost estimates of the proposed project. This
project, the 22nd in the present system of reservoirs, would also be financed by private capital and would aid
in supplying 26 power dams with regulated stream flow. ¶ The drainage area above the damsite is 309
square miles and includes Rib Lake, which is the source of the Rib River. This area is approximately the
same size as that which drains into the present Big Eau Claire Reservoir located southwest of Mosinee.

10/4/1951 (cont)

Rib River (cont)
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¶ The dam would be an earth-filled type with a central concrete spillway section. The company already has
similar structures creating storage reservoirs on the Wisconsin, Deer Skin, Eagle, Tomahawk, Spirit, Willett,
Pelican, St. Germain and Big Eau Pleine Rivers. ¶ M.W. Kyler, vice president of the improvement company,
in announcing the purchase of the Rib Falls site, said that the existence and operation of the reservoir should
have a beneficial effect on the ground water level in the immediate vicinity and therefore be helpful to local
agriculture. The Rib River is historically a very flashy stream, frequently discharging great quantities of
water into Lake Wausau on the Wisconsin."
ADVERTISEMENT - AUCTION OF THE CINDERS CAFÉ, LOCATED ON MAIN STREET ACROSS
FROM THEATRE "Building is located on lot size 17 x 115 feet. Two-story frame building is 16 x 64.
Downstairs consists of combination dining room and restaurant, kitchen and two washrooms. Hot and cold
running water in washrooms. Upstairs consists of four-room living quarters with bath and porch. Hot water
heat for entire building, fired by coal. Connected with city water and sewer. ¶ EQUIPMENT includes 7-1/2
cubic foot International Harvester Refrigerator, 5 cubic foot gas refrigerator, Lenard electric range new, cash
register, Westinghouse roaster, Mixmaster malted milk mixer, dishwasher, dishes to feed 50 people; 12
stools. ¶ REASON FOR SELLING is poor health of owner. This business will be sold to the highest bidder,
regardless of price. If you are looking for a good going business with a small investment, be sure to attend
this sale, as the owner is willing to leave a substantial mortgage on the building. Remember, you can own
this fine business at your own price. ¶ TERMS: 25% down on day of sale; balance when legal papers are
ready for delivery. Louis Colgrove, owner."
RAY SCOTT IS NEW DISTRICT ATTORNEY "Raymond Scott, 30, was named District Attorney for
Taylor County by Governor Kohler early this week and was sworn in on Tuesday. ¶ He succeeds Louis J.
Charles, who, two weeks ago, was named circuit judge by Governor Kohler. ¶ Scott has been associated
with the Leicht and Curran Law Firm at Medford since last June. A native of Corning, Iowa, he attended
Creighton University in Nebraska and then served with the Navy in the South Pacific for three years. He
returned to civilian life and entered law school at Marquette University, graduating in 1948. He was in the
legal department of the Harper Mutual Insurance Company at Stevens Point before coming to Medford. ¶ He
is married and has two sons."
GERHARDT HAHN, 45, OF INTERWALD, DIES IN HOSPITAL. "Gerhardt F. Hahn, 45, widely known
Interwald tavern keeper, died Tuesday morning at the Medford hospital. ¶ Mr. Hahn had a complication of
internal trouble and went under an oxygen tent for some time. ¶ Funeral services were to be held today
(Thursday) at 1:30 p.m. from the Taylor Funeral Home and at 2:00 p.m. at St. Peter's Evangelical Lutheran
Church in the Town of Greenwood, with the Rev. C.J. Kionka officiating. Burial to be in St. Peter's
Cemetery. ¶ Mr. Hahn was born in McMillan, Wisconsin, near Marshfield on Nov. 16, 1906, and was a
farmer before he purchased the old Stibbe tavern on CTH M east of C about 4 years ago. He was married to
Miss Pauline Greenberg at Stratford April 17, 1929. ¶ Surviving are the widow, 4 daughters; Mrs. Lena
Jeske, Stratford; and Bernice, Shirley and Bonnie Lou, at home; 2 sons, Jerry and Ray at home..."
JOHN FREECK IS NEW OWNER OF SEIDEL'S MARKET "Ownership of Seidel's Food Store, one of the
early retail establishments in this village, changed on Monday of this week, when Mr. and Mrs. John Freeck
took over. ¶ They had completed the deal with George L. Seidel, operator of the store for the past 25 years,
during last week, and assumed active management after the inventory was completed over the weekend. ¶
Freeck operated Bud's Tavern here for a number of years, selling out last summer to Ed Telliers. He had not
been active in the business in the meantime. ¶ The Freecks plan to affiliate with the IGA (International
Grocers Alliance), a chain of independently owned food stores. Officials from the organization were here
early this week, laying out the pattern for a supermarket. Alterations were to start immediately, and a grand
opening will be held when the repairs are completed. ¶ The new store will be known as "Bud's IGA Store".
Jim Novak will be the butcher in the new store and Mrs. George Buksa will remain as clerk. ¶ Mr. Seidel has
not been active in the store for the past two years due to ill health."
7 YOUNG MEN ENLIST "Seven young men from the community enlisted in the service when a recruiting
Sergeant came to the village Monday. ¶ Bob Sunderlin, Marvin Doubek, Ronald Tauber and Don Cihasky
signed up for four-year hitches in the Air Corps. They will go to Milwaukee by train from Merrill on
Tuesday, November 27, and expect to receive their basic training at Lackland Air Force Base in Texas. ¶
Three others - Marlin Walbeck, Dick Gordon and Clarence Scholz enlisted for two years in the Army. They,
too, will go to Milwaukee on Nov. 27 and expect to be sent from there to Fort Sheridan and then transferred
to some other camp for training."

This is the sale of the former E.H. Lapham building, 745
McComb Ave. About 1950 it had opened with Louis
Colgrove as the operator of the Cinders Café. The reference
to the theatre is to the New Lake Theatre on the southeast
corner of Landall and McComb.

About a month prior, circuit judge Risjord died. Louis J.
Charles was appointed to replace Judge Risjord. ¶ After
serving as District Attorney, Raymond Scott founded the firm
of Nikolay, Jensen and Scott, which operated in Medford until
the 1990's. Ray Scott took a leadership role in creating the
Pine Line trail out of the former railroad right-of-way, when
the Soo Line tracks between Medford and Prentice were taken
out in 1989.
Interwald, in German, means in the middle of the woods. ¶
The old Stibbe tavern, in 2008, flourishes under the care of
Chet & Bernie Brahmer.

John Freeck was married to the indefatigable Opie. The store,
in the northwest corner of Landall and McComb, thrives in
2008 under the ownership of Ed Zondlo.
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MRS. LAMBERTY BURIED "Funeral services were held at St. John the Baptist Church last Wednesday for
Mrs. Peter Lamberty, 86, member of a pioneer Mud Lake family, who had died the previous Saturday in
Milwaukee ¶ Burial was in Lakeview Cemetery. Pallbearers were Walter and Lawrence Schneider and
Tony, Peter, John and Joseph Kauer. ¶ The former Katherine Enders came to Mud Lake area 54 years ago
with her family, Mr. and Mrs. Lambert Enders, and lived there until several years ago, following the death of
her husband in 1943, when she went to Milwaukee to make her home with her daughter, Mrs. Marie
Lamberty. ¶ She was a lifelong member of the Catholic Church here and the Christian Mother's Society. ¶
Survivors are 4 sons, Lambert, Milwaukee; Matt and Peter, Ely, Minnesota; and Oliver, Chelsea; 2
daughters, Marie, Milwaukee, and Kitty, Mrs. Nick Goers, Chicago; 2 sisters, Mrs. Pete Fuchs, Route 1; and
Mrs. Oliver Becker, Owen; a brother, Lambert Enders, Medford; 8 grandchildren and 2 great-grandchildren.
¶ Mrs. Lamberty's death leaves only two of the original Mud Lake settlers, who came to the community in
1897, still living. They are Joe Kauer, Sr., and Mrs. Peter Fuchs."
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Mud Lake lies in the middle of a beautiful valley, on the north
side of Wood Lake Avnue, SW-SE, Section 16, T33N-R3E.
In 2008, land nearby is titled in Bernard and Pearl Kauer,
Elizabeth Kauer, William and Peter Fuchs.

